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Both to view and to edit
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most people will tolerate a simple install

procedure, they don’t want the hassle of

installing loads of programs to achieve a single
goal. In a teaching environment the best tool for K| . = A/
learning can be by doing, in an electronic :
environment it is possible to incorporate :
interactive examples into the learning material. T s
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/ Gontent Management and Targeted Scripting

Empowering the knowledge specialists
Traditional websites rely on the
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pI'OgI'ammlng language. By u51ng a L;;Peg;\‘;::jlqynt fitting a model can be described in two parallel wayhsgeometrically and
content management system, the Algebraic description |
edltlng and HTML generatlon can be We define a class of models, making use of symbals to represent the regression coefficlen
. example, if we want the regression function E(Y|X) ta be 3 straight line, we write
moved onto the web server making ECVIO = 0 + X
quick edits more convenient and e e e s s § BT o S s
knowledge Of server Systems medels is selected by choosing values for a and B that match or fit the data we have available,

. . Geometric description
redundant. By careful specification
Our madel states that an observed value ¥ consists of & contribution a + X and a contribution

1 1 11 1 1 £, which iz random. This suggests that if o and B are unknowne and we only have the scattar
Of the teaChlng ma’terla’l 1t 1S pOSSIble plot to work with, we should “draw a line through the points in such & way that the vertical
distances from the points to the line are random, or &s random as we can make thern. The

to integrate other programming tools intercept and gradient of this line will be our chosen values of o and B.

into the web server, hence allowing

the content provider to produce

interactive material in a language

familiar to them and more appropriate ”":h:“[“‘imm
to the sites content.
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/Designed with the User\(~ Browser Compability

For the user! Reducing the Platform Barrier
The design of the tool is a result of a Joint During the specification stage of the teaching
Application Development session at IBM tool, it was noted that the end users of the tools
Hursley, with a selection of the target users will be using a range of browsers on a range of
alongside the knowledge providers. The outcome operating systems. Hence it is necessary to keep
of this was collated and circulated to gain further the HTML used in the site standards compliant.
comments, before being passed onto the site The use of an online editor is helpful with this,
developer. Throughout the focus is on giving the as it allows us to guide the HTML that people
users the tool they want, and the knowledge use.
providers the tools to produce it. @ . F_H
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/The Database Key to Content Control

Performance and Manageability

The tools content management system is built around a Relational Database backend, this stores all the
page text saving the need to have files directly editable by the webserver, hence making the site more
resilient to abuse by other users of the server. When serving many concurrent requests, the database can
provide a significant performance increase. By using web-forms, the site operators can control who has
edit rights, without having to rely on the server administrators, reducing the load on central resources.
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