History Wall

by John Gillett and Bashir Makhoul

The Churchill Hospital’s Estates Manager, Ken Hanks, has assembled over the years a remarkable collection of archive photographs, which recall life in the hospital from its earliest beginnings in World War 2. The pictures are interesting as historical documents, but also lovely to look at for their fading tones and grainy textures.

I was asked to think of an organised way of presenting them as a history wall for the new wing, something of a challenge because the collection encompasses so many aspects of hospital life. I thought of the recent work of Bashir Makhoul, who uses Microlens glazing to combine multiple images which change places as you pass by: before and after; past and present. Bashir and I explored the modern hospital and photographed the contemporary equivalents of the things recorded in the old pictures. Then we used the computer programme which prepares images for Microlens glazing to mix the old photographs with our new ones, knowing that in a very short time, the present we had recorded will become just another part of the past, another ghost coming out of the wall as the future passes by.
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