The best is yet to come: Positive developments for the Journal of Sex Research
In my inaugural Editorial published in 2009, I highlighted several new developments for the Journal of Sex Research (JSR). There were two major initiatives; publishing articles online ahead of print in the iFirst section of the journal web pages: http://www.informaworld.com/0022-4499 and including the Annual Review of Sex Research (ARSR) volume as a regular annual double issue of JSR. Two years down the road, it seems a good time to consider how these new developments have worked out in practice.

The publication of JSR articles online ahead of print has been a virtually seamless process. This move to electronic access has effectively solved the “backlog” problem, where articles accepted for publication were sometimes waiting well over a year before appearing in print. We now have a regular iFirst schedule, with articles being sent to the Production department at Taylor & Francis soon after they have been accepted for publication. The mean time from manuscript acceptance to publication in iFirst is now just eight weeks and currently there are 37 original articles, 3 book reviews, and 4 media reviews published in iFirst.

The first two ARSR issues have maintained the interdisciplinary and integrative focus of the original ARSR publication. The review articles involved have shown strong citations, recently overtaking the research articles published in JSR in average number of citations. In 2010 Jacques van Lankveld took over from David Rowland as ARSR Editor, and the first ARSR issue under Jacque’s tenure will be published in March 2011 (Vol. 49, 2/3).

There have also been other signs that the journal is moving in the right direction. Here are some of the most notable improvements: 

The number of original submissions to the journal has increased substantially, particularly in the last year, with submissions rising by 25%. In 2009 we received 200 original manuscripts. By December 1st. of this year, we had received 233 new submissions and the projected number of submissions for this year is 254.

The editorial team has been working hard to improve the “turnaround” time for authors submitting to the journal. Thanks to the efforts of the four Associate Editors – Dennis Fortenberry, Osmo Kontula, Margaret Rosario, and John Wincze – as well as our Consulting Editors and reviewers, the mean turnaround time (time from submission to first decision letter) has come down to 44 days from 53 days at the end of 2008.

The impact factor (IF) for a journal, published by the Institute of Scientific Information (ISI), is a measure of the average number of citations received by articles in a particular journal in a given year. The traditional or two-year IF is calculated as the total number of citations received in a particular year to articles published in the previous two years, divided by the number of articles published by that journal in those two years. A major criticism of the two-year IF is that it only includes a small percentage of the citations received by articles over their lifetime and that these percentages vary widely by subject area (Cross, 2009). In 2009, in response to this, the ISI, released for the first time the 5-year impact factor; this metric uses the same citation window as the 2-year IF, but a longer publication window. Thus, the 2009 five-year IF was calculated as the number of citations received in 2009 to articles published in 2004-2008, divided by the number of articles published in 2004-2008. Although the 2009 2-year IF for JSR showed a slight decrease from the previous year (from 1.373 to 1.060), it was very encouraging that the 5-year IF was 2.337. The fact that the 5-year IF is much higher than the 2-year IF (which is not the case for many other journals) suggests that JSR articles are being cited, but often not within the shorter citation window of 2 years. 

Other improvements over the past two years include substantial increases in the number of downloads of JSR articles from the journal website and a dramatic rise in the total number of visits to the JSR page on the Society for the Scientific Study of Sexuality’s (SSSS) website. In September 2009, there were 7,655 visits to the JSR page; in September, 2010, this figure was 89,310. Although increased downloads do not necessarily translate into increased citations to journal articles, these statistics do indicate a marked increase in the degree of interest in the journal. Some of the above changes are likely due to a number of recent marketing initiatives, designed to increase the visibility of the journal. These initiatives include the publication of a new JSR quarterly E-newsletter, increasing the visibility of the journal on the SSSS website, and providing free access to top-cited articles from JSR. 

Although I think that there is still plenty of scope for improvement, the above statistics suggest that we are moving in the right direction. As always, I welcome any feedback on the journal and on how we can improve things further. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the members of the Editorial Board, in particular the four Associate Editors, as well as the Taylor & Francis team, for their hard work, enthusiasm, and support.

Cynthia A. Graham
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