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1) Do Indian mothers have a strong expectation that their daughters will 

attend HE? 

2) Does educational background have a bearing on the educational and 

career aspirations that Indian mothers have for their daughters? 

3) Do Indian mothers have a strong preference for certain degree subjects 

and careers? 

4) Do Indian mothers believe they play an important role in their daughters‟ 

subject choices? 
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Interviewee 

Name 

Number 

of 

children 

Daughter‟s 

position 

(youngest, 

eldest) 

Area Age Highest 

Educational 

Qualification 

Occupation Country 

of Birth 

Religious 

Affiliation 
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Did you ever think “I want to go to university”? 

No? Why not? 

Ok. 

Hmm.. 

Ok, but did you want to go? Did you ever think that..? 

Yeah, why? 



206 

 

Ok.  

Hmmm 

Ok. So you think it would have helped?  

Did you ever think about going to university at all, or did you ever want 

to go to university?  

Ok.. 

Yeah.. 

Did you go to university? Do you have any qualifications over and above 

A-Level? 
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Did you at any point have any ambitions to go to university? 

 

So do you think the fact that you yourself left school at sixteen do you 

think that‟s affected what your ambitions for your daughter are at all?  



208 

 

Ok.  D‟you think there‟s anything he (Tina‟s husband) would have 

preferred her to study?  Or d‟you think he‟s quite happy with her 

choosing Business and Marketing..?  

Ok Yeah, so, all right. Ok, umm so he didn‟t think 

of a particular subject that he quite likes.. 



209 

 

 

 

Ok. Right.. 



210 

 

Yeah, but has, have you seen that (lack of education as a barrier to 

progression) at work? Is that something that you‟ve seen..? 

Yeah.. 

Yeah..   

Oh, right ok.. 

But is there anything that you saw in the workplace like around you that 

made you think about your daughter‟s education- going off to university, 

seeing anything differently? 
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Did you always want your daughter to go to university?  

 



212 

 

Did you always want your daughter to go to university, what‟s your 

ideas of that?  
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Did you always want your daughter to go to university? 

You did? Can I ask you why? 

D‟you think that your ambitions for your daughter have been shaped by 

your experience of education...at all? 
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Did you always want your daughter to go to university?  
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And d‟you think your daughter..knows that yeah Mum‟s quite, quite 

happy with me doing..she knows about your opinion?       



217 

 

Yeah, yeah definitely yes... 

Did she ever say Mum I‟m not sure what to do? Can you give me a hand? 

What d‟you think? Did you ever have discussions like that?  

Yeah.. 



218 

 

Oh ok. So she just didn‟t think that it would be useful for her to come 

and speak to you about it? 

Ok, so did that sort of make you feel like you weren‟t really qualified to 

help?  

Yeah.. 
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But it sounds like if he‟s (Deepa‟s husband) asking you certain things 

then probably he doesn‟t know..  

 

 

 

He probably won‟t have that much discussion with your daughter yeah? 

 

Even less confidence? 
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Has anything that you have seen in the workplace or any experiences 

that you‟ve had at work affected the ambitions you have for your 

daughter at all? 

 

It sounds like you have had quite a lot of discussion with her?   
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What reasons do you think your daughter would put forward for 

applying to study this subject?   

 

You think she would?
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Ok. Does your daughter speak to her Dad, or does her Dad come and 

speak to her first?                   
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How did your daughter decide that she is going to study Business 

Studies?

 

Did you go on any open days with her? Did you speak to any teachers? 

,

To open days?  and spoke to teachers? And careers advisor

 

Did it take a long time to come to the decision to study Business Studies 

or was it fairly quick between the three of you? Why was 

that?
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So it was not only the opinion of you and your husband but what other‟s 

opinions were as well?  Is that friends or family?  All? 

So you think it was more your husband that helped with the decision?

 No, I am only interested in 

Mums for this study. 
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Ok. Is there one subject that you think that your daughter would have 

been, that you would have liked your daughter to do? Anything at all? 

Anaesthetist? Yeah?



228 

 

So how did the decision that your daughter‟s going to go to university 

come about?   



229 

 

Ok.. 

 

So she had someone else to turn to for advice? 
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So you‟re quite happy with her choice of subjects?  
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So you think that is one of the more important things when choosing a 

subject which will lead to her career, like how much she enjoys it?  
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So you were willing to do all of that? 

If that‟s what she wanted to do? 
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What made you suggest Finance and Pharmacy? 

OK
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