
 

 

Figure 2 – activity theory as a framework for pedagogy 

Triad SCO 
online environment 
structure so that students are encouraged to 
interact in ways that will build knowledge: 
tasks / community / relationships 

structure to motivate students, promoting 
interactivity (student/student and teacher/student) 
and dialogue, using technical features of the 
online setting which enhance these 

Triad TCO 
explicit tools 
language, knowledge and physical 
artefacts needed by students to engage 
with tasks 

tacit tools 
how do students manage emerging 
knowledge? 
 

Triad RCO 
explicit rules 
regulation and  government 
of interpersonal interactions 
in online/offline settings 

tacit rules 
how do students make 
decisions about claims 
concerning emerging 
knowledge? 


