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Open access: the evidence and the verdict

First the complaint, then the evidence, then the verdict.

The complaint is that researchers cannot afford to access
all the articles they might use, and hence those articles do
not get all the usage and impact they might.

The evidence is that no institution can afford to
subscribe to all the journals that their researchers might
need to use! and those articles that are made open access
(by being deposited on the Web, free for all) are used and
cited twice as much as those articles (in the very same
journals and years) that are not.?

The verdict is that all researchers should deposit their
articles on the Web, free for all—not necessarily that they
should publish in open access journals, or that all journals
should convert to open access publishing. (Open access is
not the same thing as open access publishing: open access
publishing is just one of the two roads to open access.)

Fortunately, mandates requiring researchers to deposit
(self-archive) their articles on the Web, free for all, are now
being proposed by research funders in the UK and Europe,
and they have already been adopted by three UK Research
Councils as well as the Wellcome Trust.3
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