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Abstract of Presentation Content (25 words):

This presentation is aimed at those teaching or working with students in the post-16 sector who may need to use assistive technologies with e-learning materials.

Complete Paper (500- 1500 words):

In the past many assistive technologies were designed primarily to work with word processor packages, spreadsheets and e-mail clients plus basic web browsing.  In recent years students in Post-16 Education have been required to search databases on-line, work with collaborative networking applications and now participate in interactive dialogue through wikis, blogs and podcasts.  
More students appear to realise that with enhanced computer technology skills they are able to access documents more easily.  Those that already have these skills appear to be more able to request formats that suit their learning preferences.  When discussing issues that arise with learning materials, it is often basic concerns such as cluttered PowerPoint slides or diagrams, poor accessibility for text to speech or screen reading and a general lack of alternative documentation when working within a virtual learning environment. 

In some cases the student visits a support department with the document and asks how they can read it – it may have to be re-scanned and cleaned up with an optical character recognition program.  However, some students are making use of smart phones, mobile players such as the iPod and other MP3 players linked up with their computers. These students are able to download lectures and discussions that are provided as audio files or podcasts.  Some students are also using streaming video or vodcasts.  Text based wikis and blogs may also be available to collect ideas and post comments.  
The production of alternative formats for those with print impairment is core to many students succeeding in their studies on-line.  The availability of a wide range of documents in audio and text can make learning easier for many students.  Laws, standardisation, and international guidelines along with support from publishers and software developers are making it easier for content to become more accessible.   But there are still issues that need addressing:

· There are an increased number of tools available to develop or access alternative formats, but which ones are the right ones for organisations and individuals?

· A growing awareness by students that there are more alternatives to be explored when it comes to the use of alternative documentation.  This has raised expectations of both quality and amount of accessible formats.  

· Lack of time for those teaching, to explore the issues, with perhaps few requiring specific types of support such as Braille.  There is still a tendency to depend on the support services, rather than working in anticipation of requiring alternative formats. 

This presentation aims to highlight these issues and illustrate how some students have successfully coped with the increase in technology enhanced learning.   They have made use of free as well as expensive equipment, personalised virtual learning environments and juggled with endless types of downloadable materials.   Students’ efforts to access these materials have often taken time, patience and ingenuity to overcome barriers and make it possible to compete with other technologically able students. 
Outcomes for the Audience:  
· To provide examples of barriers presented by some on-line learning materials

· To illustrate real solutions offered by some students

· To highlight types of assistive technology that may be useful to those with print impairments when collaborating in technology enhanced learning or e-learning. 

Prior Knowledge of topic assumed: Intermediate
