KeepIt course 3, March 2, 2010
Group task on format risks
1. Choose two formats to compare (e.g. Word vs PDF, Word vs ODF, PDF vs XML, TIFF vs JPEG)

2. By working through the (surviving) list of format risks select a winner (or a draw) between your chosen formats for each risk category (1 point for win)

3. Total the scores to find an overall winning format

4. Suggest one reason why the winning format using this method may not be the one you would choose for your repository   

Primary format risks to consider

1000 Ubiquity: degree of adoption of the format

1001 Support: number of tools available which can access the format

1002 Disclosure: extent to which the format documentation is publicly disclosed

1003 Document quality: completeness of the available documentation
1004 Stability: speed and backwards-compatibility of version change

1005 Ease of identification: ease with which the format can be identified

1006 Ease of validation: ease with which the format can be validated

1007 Lossiness: does the format use lossy compression

1008 Intellectual property rights: whether or not the format is encumbered by IPR

1009 Complexity: degree of content or behavioural complexity supported

