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The	
  Path	
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Open	
  Access,	
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and	
  OER	
  

Current	
  Research	
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  Systems	
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  Remarks	
  



Decades	
  of	
  Achievement	
  
Internet	
  (packets)	
   Web	
  (documents)	
   Repository	
  (preserva&on)	
  

What	
  have	
  we	
  achieved	
  with	
  this	
  mul8layered	
  plaQorm	
  in	
  the	
  last	
  decade?	
  
What	
  scope	
  have	
  we	
  for	
  achieving	
  new	
  things?	
  



Ins&tu&onal	
  Repositories	
  in	
  UK	
  &	
  Europe	
  

•  Na8onal	
  differences	
  
– Centralised	
  (FR)	
  
–  Independent	
  (UK)	
  
– Co-­‐ordinated	
  (NL)	
  

•  In	
  UK,	
  JISC	
  	
  funding	
  
synchronises	
  community	
  
ac8vity	
  
-  VRE,	
  e-­‐Learning,	
  
Managing	
  Research	
  Data,	
  
Repository	
  Enhancement,	
  
Community	
  Content	
  	
  

•  UK	
  IRs	
  typically	
  chase	
  
embedded	
  processes	
  via	
  
subject	
  liaison	
  librarians	
  
-  moving	
  to	
  “deskside	
  
support”	
  model	
  



UK	
  Ins8tu8onal	
  Repository	
  Support	
  

•  Repository	
  Support	
  Project	
  (RSP)	
  
– Provides	
  training	
  and	
  support	
  for	
  repository	
  staff	
  
– Helped	
  set	
  up	
  repositories	
  for	
  ins8tu8ons	
  

•  UK	
  Council	
  of	
  Research	
  Repositories	
  (UKCoRR)	
  
–  Independent	
  organisa8on	
  of	
  repository	
  managers	
  

– Unfunded	
  
– 197	
  members	
  



Open	
  Access	
  vs	
  Research	
  Assessment?	
  

•  In	
  UK,	
  high	
  propor8ons	
  of	
  public-­‐funded	
  research	
  
– Na8onal	
  research	
  assessment	
  processes	
  

– All	
  universi8es	
  required	
  to	
  account	
  for	
  research	
  
outcomes	
  /	
  quality	
  

•  Repositories	
  find	
  roles	
  in	
  cataloguing	
  research	
  
outputs	
  
– Embeds	
  them	
  at	
  the	
  heart	
  of	
  ins8tu8onal	
  
infrastructure	
  	
  

– Diverts	
  (temporarily)	
  from	
  Open	
  Access	
  goals	
  	
  



Openness	
  Agendas	
  

•  Open	
  Access	
  to	
  Research	
  Outputs	
  
–  Supported	
  by	
  all	
  Research	
  Councils	
  
–  Heavily	
  promoted	
  by	
  JISC	
  

•  Open	
  Research	
  Data	
  
–  Move	
  from	
  closed	
  VRE	
  /	
  EScience	
  environment	
  
–  To	
  open	
  (able)	
  data	
  

•  Open	
  Educa8onal	
  Resources	
  
–  Move	
  from	
  “Learning	
  Objects”	
  to	
  “Learning	
  Resources”	
  via	
  

Open	
  Access	
  prac8ce	
  and	
  methodology	
  	
  
–  Move	
  from	
  closed	
  VLEs	
  to	
  sharing	
  resources	
  
–  All	
  underpinned	
  by	
  ac8ve	
  preserva8on	
  and	
  cura8on	
  policies	
  and	
  

workflows	
  



Open	
  Scien8fic	
  Data	
  
A repository of chemical 
data. Scientific, not 
bibliographic, metadata."

JISC EBank project (2003) "

Run by the UK 
Crystallographic Service  
and latterly an international 
consortium."



Open	
  Research	
  

•  JISC	
  myExperiment	
  

•  Capturing	
  
– Workflows	
  
– Data	
  

•  Comes	
  from	
  EScience/
Cyberinfrastructure	
  

•  But	
  uses	
  Web2	
  as	
  design	
  
principle	
  	
  



Data	
  Management	
  
•  JISC	
  
Ins8tu8onal	
  
Data	
  
Management	
  
Blueprint	
  
(IDMB)	
  

•  Campus-­‐wide	
  
study	
  to	
  
produce	
  a	
  10-­‐
year	
  plan	
  



Open	
  Arts	
  Data	
  

•  JISC	
  KULTUR	
  
consor8um	
  of	
  
universi8es	
  
and	
  art	
  
colleges	
  

•  Capturing	
  
performance,	
  
prac8ce,	
  exhibi8on,	
  
evidence	
  
•  In	
  a	
  no	
  publica+on	
  

environment	
  

Capturing	
  ar+s+c	
  experimenta+on	
  &	
  performance	
  vs	
  capturing	
  scien+fic	
  experimenta+on	
  



Open	
  Educa8onal	
  
Resources	
  

•  JISC	
  EdSpace	
  
•  IEEE	
  LOM	
  

metadata	
  vs	
  
•  Web	
  2,	
  informally	
  

tagged	
  
•  Sufficient	
  for	
  

discoverability	
  
and	
  usefulness	
  

•  That	
  includes	
  me!	
  

JISC	
  Jorum	
  (full	
  LOM)	
  &	
  
JorumOpen	
  (lightweight	
  OA	
  approach,	
  DSpace)	
  



Direc8ons	
  for	
  Researchers	
  

•  Open	
  Access,	
  Open	
  Data,	
  Open	
  Educa8onal	
  Resources	
  
– Web	
  Technology	
  joins	
  the	
  High	
  Moral	
  Ground	
  

•  vs	
  the	
  established	
  economic	
  model	
  for	
  ensuring	
  
con8nuity	
  of	
  informa8on	
  produc8on	
  
–  trading	
  of	
  privately	
  held	
  informa8on	
  through	
  subscrip8on	
  
products	
  such	
  as	
  journals	
  or	
  magazines	
  

technology	
  affordances	
  

accountability	
  &	
  auditability	
  

scien8fic	
  data	
  mining	
  

high	
  moral	
  ground	
  

distrust	
  

sustainability	
  

business	
  	
  interests	
  

status	
  quo	
  

PRESSURES	
  
ON	
  SCIENTIFIC	
  
&	
  SCHOLARLY	
  

COMMS	
  

more	
  web,	
  increasing	
  openness	
  



Climategate	
  
•  Climate	
  
Research	
  Unit	
  
at	
  UEA	
  refused	
  
to	
  provide	
  
research	
  data	
  
upon	
  which	
  its	
  
publica8ons	
  
had	
  been	
  based	
  

31	
  March	
  
2010	
  
Roger	
  Harrabin	
  
Environment	
  analyst,	
  
BBC	
  News	
  



CRIS:	
  Current	
  Research	
  Info	
  Systems	
  

•  EuroCRIS	
  organisa8on	
  promotes	
  systems	
  that	
  
deal	
  with	
  whole	
  research	
  infrastructure	
  	
  

Repositories 



CRIS:	
  Current	
  Research	
  Info	
  Systems	
  

•  CERIF	
  standard	
  data	
  schema	
  interoperates	
  
between	
  different	
  systems	
  

Repositories 

Repositories	
  should	
  support	
  
CERIF	
  



FRIS	
  portal	
  (NL)	
  

•  CRIS	
  pulls	
  together	
  
all	
  research	
  &	
  
admin	
  informa8on	
  
to	
  create	
  a	
  unified	
  
view	
  about	
  a	
  
researcher’s	
  
involvement	
  

•  Comes	
  from	
  
admin	
  

•  Promoted	
  by	
  REF	
  



CRIS	
  Dichotomy	
  

CRIS	
  components	
  a<empt	
  to	
  provide	
  service	
  to	
  
research	
  management	
  and	
  administrators	
  

Repository	
  a<empts	
  to	
  reach	
  researchers	
  and	
  
public,	
  and	
  provide	
  a	
  service	
  to	
  management	
  

HR	
   Finance	
   Grants	
   Exper8se	
  Repository	
  

CRIS	
  

Public	
   Ins8tu8onal	
  Management	
  



Admin/CERIF	
  View	
  of	
  A	
  Project	
  

•  Grant	
  ID	
  /	
  Funder	
  /	
  Amount	
  
•  Start	
  date,	
  End	
  Date	
  
•  Inves8gators	
  
•  Budget	
  breakdown	
  

“To	
  support	
  Business	
  Analy8cs”	
  
K	
  Jeffry,	
  Workshop	
  on	
  CRIS,	
  CERIF	
  &	
  Ins+tu+onal	
  Repositories,	
  
June	
  2010	
  



Researchers’	
  View	
  of	
  A	
  
Project	
  

•  Project	
  name	
  
•  Project	
  aims	
  /	
  objec8ves	
  

•  Project	
  Logo	
  /	
  Website	
  /	
  Blog	
  

•  Press	
  releases	
  
•  News	
  clippings	
  
•  Funder	
  



Pulling	
  Together	
  

•  JISC	
  Open	
  Impact	
  
•  Repository	
  of	
  High	
  Impact	
  
Research	
  

•  Brings	
  together	
  staff,	
  
outputs,	
  projects	
  
–  Repository	
  acts	
  as	
  a	
  CRIS	
  
– Holds	
  admin	
  data	
  
–  Collects	
  outputs	
  and	
  
evidence	
  

Timeline	
  of	
  a	
  group’s	
  key	
  publica+ons,	
  projects	
  and	
  press	
  
releases,	
  taken	
  from	
  three	
  RSS	
  feeds.	
  	
  



In	
  Conclusion:	
  What	
  Can	
  We	
  Do?	
  

•  What	
  are	
  
digital	
  
libraries?	
  

•  What	
  are	
  
repositories?	
  

•  What	
  is	
  the	
  
Web?	
  

Promote	
  the	
  study	
  of	
  the	
  
web	
  and	
  its	
  role	
  in	
  society	
  



Digital	
  Libraries	
  =	
  Informa&on	
  Science	
  
+	
  Social	
  Network	
  Science	
  +	
  Praxis	
  

•  The	
  Web	
  isn't	
  a	
  thing	
  but	
  an	
  ac8vity	
  
–  the	
  crea8on	
  of	
  a	
  network	
  of	
  informa8on	
  by	
  a	
  
network	
  of	
  individuals.	
  

•  The	
  Web	
  wasn't	
  invented	
  by	
  Tim	
  Berners-­‐Lee,	
  
–  it	
  is	
  being	
  invented	
  by	
  all	
  of	
  us	
  as	
  we	
  gradually	
  
adapt	
  our	
  tools	
  and	
  change	
  our	
  prac8ce.	
  

The	
  web	
  both	
  shapes	
  and	
  is	
  shaped	
  by	
  society.	
  

There	
  is	
  a	
  gap	
  between	
  the	
  ‘script’	
  proposed	
  by	
  a	
  
technology	
  and	
  what	
  it	
  actually	
  becomes	
  in	
  
prac8ce.	
  	
  

Co-­‐con
s&tu&o

n	
  



Librarians	
  Media&ng	
  New	
  Prac&ce	
  

Not	
  just	
  enforcing	
  historic	
  
norms,	
  but	
  s8mula8ng	
  
new	
  prac8ce	
  to	
  emerge	
  

•  Copyright	
  
•  Openness	
  
•  Intellectual	
  Property	
  
•  Privacy	
  
•  Crea8vity	
  
•  Science	
  2.0	
  


