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Why	
  do	
  we	
  care	
  about	
  metadata?	
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Anatomy	
  of	
  an	
  experiment	
  

•  Plan	
  experiment	
  
•  Enact	
  experiment	
  
•  Analyse	
  results	
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Tradi2onal	
  recording	
  



https://www.asis.org/rdap/ 

	
  
LabTrove	
  

and	
  
Automa2c	
  
capture	
  of	
  
metadata	
  

Flexibility	
  has	
  
limita2ons..	
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LabTrove	
  and	
  
User	
  defined	
  
metadata	
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What	
  metadata	
  might	
  we	
  expect?	
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Metadata	
  Survey	
  



https://www.asis.org/rdap/ 

Number	
  of	
  ‘sec2ons’	
  

0	
  

5	
  

10	
  

15	
  

20	
  

25	
  

30	
  

35	
  

40	
  

45	
  

Sec2ons	
  =	
  1	
   Sec2ons	
  2-­‐5	
   Sec2ons	
  6-­‐10	
   Sec2ons	
  11-­‐20	
   Sec2ons	
  >20	
  

N
um

be
r	
  o

f	
  b
lo
gs
	
  



https://www.asis.org/rdap/ 

Values	
  for	
  sec2on:	
  
•  Types	
  of	
  subject:	
  

–  Experiment	
  related	
  
–  Project	
  related	
  
–  Blog	
  related	
  

•  Top	
  ten	
  subjects:	
  
–  Materials	
  
–  Methods	
  
–  Data	
  
–  Experiments	
  
–  Experiment	
  stage	
  
–  References	
  
–  Samples	
  
–  Instruments	
  
–  Safety	
  
–  Results	
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Values	
  for	
  Keys:	
  
•  Types	
  of	
  subject:	
  

–  Experiment	
  related	
  
–  Project	
  related	
  
–  Blog	
  related	
  
–  the	
  post	
  type	
  	
  
–  the	
  loca2on	
  of	
  an	
  instrument	
  

or	
  experiment	
  
–  a	
  reference	
  to	
  a	
  physical	
  lab	
  

notebook	
  (Ref/code)	
  
–  the	
  date	
  of	
  the	
  experiment	
  
–  the	
  status	
  of	
  an	
  ac2vity	
  or	
  

document	
  

•  Top	
  ten	
  subjects:	
  
–  Materials	
  
–  Instruments	
  
–  Methods	
  
–  Post	
  type	
  
–  Data	
  
–  Experiments	
  
–  Samples	
  
–  References	
  
–  Loca2on	
  
–  Ref/code	
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Public	
  vs	
  private?	
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User	
  perspec2ves	
  on	
  metadata	
  

•  User	
  interviews	
  
•  User	
  studies	
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What	
  can	
  we	
  do	
  about	
  it?	
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Metadata	
  is	
  essen2al	
  for	
  
intelligent	
  open	
  access	
  


