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Foreword

The International Conference Series on Competition and Ownership in Land Passenger Transport (known as the Thredbo Series) has been held biannually since the first conference in Thredbo, Australia, 1989. The objective of the conference series is to provide an international forum to examine competition and ownership issues in public transport, reporting on recent research and experience and developing conclusions on key themes. The focus is on determining the effects of different forms of competition, ownership and organization for land-based passenger transport on operators, users, governments/funders and society as a whole. 

Directed to a broad audience of policy makers, planners, infrastructure and service operators, consultants, researchers, academics and students, these conferences are recognised as the premier international forum dedicated to the analysis and debate of competition and ownership issues in land passenger transport. The conference typically features plenary sessions and a series of intensive workshops over four days, based around keynote papers and a series of resource papers providing a range of international perspectives. There is a strong emphasis on what policy lessons can be learnt from recent experience internationally and what issues warrant further investigation.

Established by Professor David Hensher and the late Professor Michael Beesley CBE, the series has attracted high quality participation and delivered a large portfolio of impressive material synthesizing developments not only from developed economies but also increasingly from developing economies. 

The previous twelve conferences are documented in the sources listed below:

· Thredbo 1 (Thredbo, Australia): Special issue of Transportation Planning and Technology. 15, 2–4, 1991.

· Thredbo 2 (Tampere, Finland): Beesley, M., Hensher, D., & Talvitie, A. (1992) Privatisation and deregulation in passenger transportation. Selected proceedings of the second international conference. Viatek, Espoo, Finland.

· Thredbo 3 (Mississauga, Canada): Love, J. (Ed.). (1994). Proceedings of the third international conference on competition and ownership in surface passenger transport. Toronto, Ontario: Ontario Motor Coach Association.

· Thredbo 4 (Rotorua, New Zealand): The fourth international conference on competition and ownership in land passenger transport. Transport Reviews, 16(3), 183–212 (Part 1) and 16(4), 277–299 (Part 2), 1996.

· Thredbo 5 (Leeds, England): Competition and ownership in land passenger transport: the fifth international conference. Transport Reviews, 18(4), 321–327.

· Thredbo 6 (Cape Town, South Africa): The sixth international conference on competition and ownership in land passenger transport. Transport Reviews, 20(3), 317–346 (Part 1) and 20(4), 469–492 (Part 2), 2000.

· Thredbo 7 (Molde, Norway): The seventh international conference on competition and ownership in land passenger transport. Transport Reviews, 22(3), 335–370.
· Thredbo 8 (Rio de Janeiro, Brasil): Hensher, D.A. (Ed.). (2005). Competition and ownership of land passenger transport. Oxford: Elsevier Science.

· Thredbo 9 (Lisbon, Portugal): Macario, R., Viegas, J., & Hensher, D. A. (Eds.). (2007). Competition and ownership in land passenger transport. Oxford: Elsevier.

· Thredbo 10 (Hamilton Island, Australia): Hensher, D.A. (Ed.). (2008). Reforms in Public Transport. Research in Transportation Economics, 22(1), 1-194.
· Thredbo 11 (Delft, The Netherlands): Didier van de Velde, Wijnand Veeneman, David Hensher, Ruth Steel (Guest Editors). Reforming Public Transport throughout the World. Research in Transportation Economics, Elsevier,Vol 29, 1-409.
· Thredbo 12 (Durban, South Africa). David Hensher, Jackie Walters and Ruth Steel (Eds) Recent Developments in the Reform of Land Passenger Transport. Research in Transportation Economics, Elsevier, Vol. 39, 1 -308.
The 13th Thredbo Conference was -hosted by the Transportation Research Group (TRG) of the University of Southampton, in cooperation with the Institute of Transport and Logistics Studies (ITLS) at the University of Sydney. The conference took place from the 15th to the 19th of September 2013 at St Anne’s College, Oxford.
The Thredbo 13 Conference Chair (John Preston) and the Executive Chair (David Hensher) are indebted to the support of the Local Organising and International Organising Committees, as well as the various sponsors that made the event possible. The excellent support given by Ruth Steel and colleagues at ITLS and Melanie Hallford and colleagues from TRG should be particularly acknowledged.
The conference is unique in that it incorporates plenary sessions on the first and last day of the conference, but relies heavily on workshops to discuss and disseminate papers presented in the workshops. On the last day, a plenary session is arranged where the workshop chairs and rapporteurs report back on the findings of their particular workshop and identify areas for further research and discussion. The Local Organising Committee is especially indebted to these chairs and rapporteurs for the wonderful spirit in which they undertook their tasks and the excellent report backs to the final plenary session. These workshop reports are included in this special edition of Research in Transportation Economics. We would especially like to express our gratitude to the workshop Chairs,  Andrew Smith, Juan Carlos Muñoz, Sergio Jara-Diaz, Didier van de Velde, Chris Nash, John Stanley and Corinne Mulleyfor their work before, during and after the conference. Quite simply without the Workshop Chairs, there is no Thredbo Conference.
In this volume, the best papers, representative of the papers presented at Thredbo 13, are included after a double-blind peer review process.  The remaining papers are available on the conference website
 for download. We hope you enjoy these papers and are able to participate in Thredbo 14, in Valparaiso, Chile, in 2015.
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