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activities with the purpose of achieving a certain 
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Caught in the Act: Contextualising Contestation









 

 



the study of 

everything



doing politics

political participation 

1 It could of course be argued that by extension the government is the target of the political 
consumerism as it is possible for the government to pass legislation making it easier to grow and 
sell organic fruit.  However, where these acts are practiced are primarily outside the 
institutionalised sphere.  



political 

political participation. 

2 These are familiarity, resonance, parsimony, coherence, differentiation, depth, theoretical utility 
and field utility.   



 

domain



all 

repertoire







 

 

3There is of course a difference in the amount of free time different groups in society have, but 
initially the time in a day is equally distributed between people.  
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4 This discussion has been replicated in the author’s contribution to the ‘Beyond Youth Citizenship 
Commission’ (2014) publication, and I am very grateful to the editors Andrew Mycock and Jon 
Tonge for their excellent feedback on the drafts of the paper that clarified this discussion 
significantly.  
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5See BBC reporting http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-20412792 





 



 

political activity

activities with the purpose of 

achieving a certain political goal or influencing a political decision

political 



political 

activity engaging 

engaged, active. 

 





require

Table 3:1. Political Activity Scale  

Survey Item Number on scale 

Helped to raise money for a good cause 0 

Given time/volunteered to help other people 0 

Got involved in running a local club/putting on a local event 0 

Donated money to good cause 0 

Done something to help make my local area a better place 0 

Signed a petition 1 

Boycotted certain products 2 

Discussed politics or political news with someone 2 

Voted in general election 3 

Voted in a local election 3 

Contacted MP or local councillor 3 

Gone to political meeting, demonstration, march or rally 4 

Got involved in a political campaign  4 





 



 







 





 





Table 3:2 Goals of Organisations 



 

 



 







 





6 It is of course possible for one individual to be a member of both the BYC and a youth faction, 
especially as the youth factions can be members of the BYC. However, as the descriptive analysis in 
chapter 6 shows the overlap of membership is small. 





 



 





Table 3:3 Summary of Theoretical Expectations 

Variable Youth Factions BYC Demonstrators 

Resources- 
Demographics 

Highest 
socioeconomic 
class 

Wider spread of 
socioeconomic 
class 

High 
socioeconomic 
class 

Resources- 
Mobilisation 
Channels 

Mobilised through 
closed 
mobilisation 
channels 

Mobilised through 
closed 
mobilisation 
channels 

Mobilised through 
a mix of open and 
closed 
mobilisation 
channels 

Resources- Civic 
And Political 
Repertoires 

Much previous 
participation 
especially of 
institutionalised 
form. 

Much previous 
participation, 
particularly in 
non-
institutionalised 
civic organisations   

Some previous 
participation, 
especially of non-
institutionalised 
form 

Attitudes – Civic 
And Political  

Very positive, 
especially to 
political parties 

Somewhat 
sceptical, 
especially to 
political parties 

Very sceptical to 
all political 
institutions 

Attitudes- 
Alienation 

Not alienated 
Somewhat 
alienated 

Very alienated 

Attitudes- 
Efficacy 

Highly efficacious Highly efficacious Highly efficacious 

Motivations 
Identity and 
instrumental 

Instrumental and 
ideology 

Ideology and 
identity 

 









 

Caught in the Act: Contextualising 

Contestation Caught in the Act



Caught in the Act 

 



 



 



7 Descriptive analysis was performed on both types of operationalisation, but the results for the 
latter operationalisation were more robust in terms of their level of significance. It may be possible 
to do more advanced modelling that takes the multiple responses in to account and explores the 
interaction effect, however, as the descriptive statistics presented here tell a story in themselves 
that was considered sufficient for the purposes of this thesis.  



Table 4:1Distribution of Sample on Political Activity Scale 
Political activity Number of 

observations 
Percentage of sample 

No political activity 667 60.5 

Signing a petition 75 6.8 
Boycotted products or 
discussed politics 

135 12.3 

Contacted a politician or 
voted 

164 14.9 

Attended a political 
meeting or demonstration 
or being active in a political 
campaign 

61 5.5 

Total 1102 100% 
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past five or ten years 

ever

necessarily
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 Table 4:2 Distribution of the Sample Across Institutional Settings 

Organisation Frequency Percentage of Sample 

Youth Factions 136 30.2 
British Youth Council 161 35.8 

Demonstration 153 34 
TOTAL 450 100 

 



Table 4:3 Youth Factions (YF) Sample Details 
Organisation Number Of 

Attendants 
Frequency 
Of Surveys 
Distributed 

Frequency 
Of 
Responses 

Response 
Rate 

Percentage 
Of  YF 
Sample 

Conservative Future  164 147 52 35.3% 38.2% 

Young 
Labour/Labour 
Students 

260 200 62 23.8% 45.5% 

Liberal Youth 30  
30 

22 73.3% 16.2% 

TOTAL 454 377 136 36% 100% 

Details of events 

Event  Number Of 
Attendants 

Frequency Of 
Surveys 

Distributed 

Frequency Of 
Responses 

Response 
Rate 

Conservative Future Ian 
Duncan Smith drinks 
reception,2011, London 

100 91 27 31.8% 

Conservative Future  East 
midlands Conference, 
2012, Nottingham 

34 31 19 61.2% 

Conservative Future  
Post Graduate 
reception,2012, London 

30 25 6 24% 

Young Labour 
Conference Event, 2013, 
Brighton 

100 100 16 16% 

Labour Students Political 
Weekend, 2013 
Manchester 

160 100 46 46% 

Liberal Youth Winter 
Conference, 2013, Cardiff 

30 30 22 60% 

TOTALS 454 377 136 36% 



 



Table 4:4 British Youth Council Sample Details  

Event Approximate 
attendants 

Distributed 
surveys 

Responses Response rate 

BYC Annual 
Council Meeting 
2012, Cardiff, UK 

170 160 43 27% 

UKYP Annual 
Sitting 2012, 
Nottingham, UK 

255 239 27 11% 

BYC South East 
convention 
2013, London, 
UK 

120 68 20 29% 

UKYP Annual 
sitting 2013, 
Leeds, UK 

250 200 32 16% 

BYC  Annual 
Council Meeting 
2013, London, 
UK 

150 97 39 40% 

TOTAL 945 764 161 21% 



 

Caught in the Act



Caught in the Act



Table 4:5 Demonstration Sample Details 
Demonstration  Approximate 

Attendants 
Distributed Surveys Responses Response 

Rate 
Fund our 
Future, 2010, 
London 

50.000 1000 147 14.7% 

London Calling, 
2010, London 

20.000 1000 98 9.8% 

TOTAL 70.000 2000 245 12% 
Fund our 
Future, 16-30 
year olds 

N/A N/A 59  

National Day of  
Action 16-30 
year olds 

N/A N/A 94  

TOTALS N/A N/A 153 7.6% 
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not participate in formal politics



Governance of Britain 

 



 

 

Table 5:1 Political Activity Scale  

Survey Item Number on scale 

Helped to raise money for a good cause 0 

Given time/volunteered to help other people 0 

Got involved in running a local club/putting on a local event 0 

Donated money to good cause 0 

Done something to help make my local area a better place 0 

Signed a petition 1 

Boycotted certain products 2 

Discussed politics or political news with someone 2 

Voted in general election 3 

Voted in local election 3 

Contacted MP or local councillor 3 

Gone to political meeting, demonstration, march or rally 4 

Got involved in a political campaign  4 







Table 5.2  Operationalisation of Independent Variables in YCC Data Set 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

Variable Question Measurement  

Gender N/A Male/female  
Social 
Grade 

People sometimes describe 
themselves as belonging to a certain 
class, which of the following would 
you describe yourself as? 

A/B- Upper Middle or middle 
class 
C1- Lower middle class 
C2-Skilled working class 
D/E- Working class or non-
working 
Don’t know/Not applicable 

Age What age are you? 11 or under, 12-14, 15-17, 18-
22, 23-25 

POLITICAL ATTITUDES 
Question Measurement 

Agreement with statements: I am really 
interested in getting involved in local and 
political activities 

Scale 1-10 recoded to 5 
categories, strongly disagree, 
disagree, neutral, agree, 
strongly agree.  

Voting is a good way to influence the decisions 
that are made about national and local is 

Same as above 

It is important to vote Same as above 

I would like to be able to influence how 
decisions are made locally 

Same as above 

 I would like to be able to influence how national 
decisions are made by the government 

Same as above 

KNOWLEDGE AND EFFICACY 
Agreement with statement: I understand how 
decisions are made about local issues 

Scale 1-10 recoded to 5 
categories, strongly disagree, 
disagree, neutral, agree, 
strongly agree. 

I feel like I can influence decisions that are made 
locally 

Same as above  

I understand how decisions are made about 
national issues 

Same as above  

I feel I can influence national decisions that are 
made by the government 
 

Same as above 

ALIENATION  

Agreement with statements: Politicians care 
about people like me 

Same as above 

Politicians understand what people like me need 
and want 

Same as above 

Politicians take notice of what people like me 
think 

Same as above 

Note: Table 5:2 continues on the next page 



Table 5.2 cont. 

ALIENATION  

I feel respected by the people in authority I have 
contact with 

Same as above  

People in authority are interested in my ideas 
and what I think 

Same as above 

TRUST   

Agreement with statements: The police treat 
people my age with suspicion, even if they 
haven't done anything wrong 

Same as above 

I trust politicians to make the right choices for 
people like me 

Same as above 

 

 



Table 5:2Demographics of YCC Sample, Percentages  

Gender 
(notsig) 

No Political 
Activity 

Petition 
Boycott/
Discuss 

Contact 
/Vote 

Campaign/ 
Meeting/ 

Demo 

%of 
Total 

Sample 

 N 667 N75 N135 N164 N61  
Male 49 45.3 51.1 49.4 50.8 49.2 

Female 51 54.7 48.9 50.6 49.2 50.8 

Age***       

11 or under 10.3 2.7 3 0.6 6.6 7.6 

12-14 25 12 11.9 3 9.8 18.4 

15-17 23.4 33.3 23.7 3.7 13.1 20.6 

18-22 24 36 39.3 31.7 37.7 28.6 

23-25 16.6 16 22.2 61 32.8 24.8 

Social class***       

Upper middle  
or middle 
class 

12.9 17.3 25.9 20.7 19.7 16.3 

Lower middle 
class 

30.3 40 34.8 44.5 42.6 34.3 

Skilled 
working class 

29.2 21.3 20.7 22 23 26.2 

Working class 
or non-
working8 

27.6 21.3 17.8 12.8 13.1 23 

Don’t know or 
not applicable 

0 0 0.7 0 1.6 0.2 

Note: *= p≤ 0.05 ** =p≤0.01*** =p≤0.001 

8 This relates to casual or lowest grade workers, pensioners, and others who depend on the welfare 
state for their income, this includes students. 







Table 5:3 Political Attitudes in YCC Sample, Percentages 
I am really interested in getting involved in local and political activities*** 

 
No Political 

Activities 
Petition 

Boycott/ 
Discuss 

Contact/ 
Vote 

Campaign/ 
Meeting/ 

Demo 

%of 
Total 

Sample 

 N622 N74 N133 N160 N59  

Strongly 
Disagree 

37,1 31,1 21,8 18,1 3,4 30,0 

Disagree 21,9 18,9 25,6 29,4 13,6 22,8 

Neutral 25,9 28,4 23,3 33,1 30,5 27,1 

Agree  10,0 18,9 21,8 12,5 32,2 13,7 

Strongly 
Agree 

5,1 2,7 7,5 6,9 20,3 6,4 

Voting is a good way to influence the decisions that are made about national and 
local issues. (notsig) 

Strongly 
Disagree 

9,0 11,1 5,2 3,7 6,7 7,6 

Disagree 9,5 9,7 10,4 8,6 10,0 9,5 

Neutral 23,8 15,3 17,9 16,7 16,7 20,9 

Agree  32,9 38,9 32,1 34,6 33,3 33,5 

Strongly 
Agree 

24,8 25,0 34,3 36,4 33,3 28,4 

Agreement with statement: It is important to vote*** 

Strongly 
Disagree 

7,7 11,6 3,8 2,5 3,4 6,4 

Disagree 8,2 4,3 7,6 4,4 3,4 7,0 

Neutral 22,0 21,7 13,0 8,2 6,8 17,7 

Agree  28,3 36,2 21,4 28,5 28,8 28,0 

Strongly 
Agree 

33,8 26,1 54,2 56,3 57,6 40,9 

I would like to be able to influence how decisions are made locally*** 

Strongly 
Disagree 

21,6 17,6 10,6 6,2 0 16,3 

Disagree 18,7 12,2 12,1 19,1 10,2 17 

Neutral 30,2 28,4 25,8 24,1 22 28,1 

Agree  19,5 32,4 36,4 30,9 27,1 24,8 

Strongly 
Agree 

10 10 15 20 40,7 13,9 

I would like to be able to influence how national decisions are made by the 
government*** 

Strongly 
Disagree 

26,5 19,2 10,7 12,3 1,7 20,3 

Disagree 22,5 12,3 13,7 13,6 5,8 18,4 

Neutral 26,0 34,2 22,9 26,5 16,9 25,7 

Agree  16,5 27,4 36,6 27,2 32,2 22,4 

Strongly 
Agree 

8,7 6,8 16,0 20,4 40,7 13,2 

Note: *= p≤ 0.05 ** =p≤0.01*** =p≤0.001 





Table 5:4Efficacy and Knowledge in YCC Sample, Percentages 

 I understand how decisions are made about local issues*** 

 
No Political 

Activities 
Petition 

Boycott
/Discus

s 

Contact/ 
Vote 

Campaign/ 
Meeting/ 

Demo 

%of 
Total 

Sample 

 N607 N74 N131 N157 N57  

Strongly 
disagree 

29,2 27,0 21,4 13,4 8,8 24,5 

Disagree 22,9 17,6 15,3 21,7 17,5 21,1 

Neutral 25,2 27,0 23,7 28,0 19,3 25,2 

Agree  16,3 18,9 30,5 22,3 33,3 20,2 

Strongly 
agree 

6,4 9,5 9,2 14,6 21,1 9,1 

I feel like I can influence decisions that are made locally*** 

Strongly 
disagree 

36,90 40,50 29,30 22,80 10,00 32,50 

Disagree 26,60 17,60 28,60 25,90 21,70 25,80 

Neutral 22,50 23,00 23,30 28,40 35,00 24,30 

Agree  10,50 14,90 15,80 16,00 11,70 12,40 

Strongly 
agree 

3,40 4,10 3,00 6,80 21,70 5,00 

I understand how decisions are made about national issues*** 

Strongly 
disagree 

32,3 28,4 18,3 17,0 6,7 26,4 

Disagree 23,8 16,2 17,6 14,5 13,3 20,4 

Neutral 21,7 18,9 24,4 26,4 20,0 22,5 

Agree  16,5 27,0 29,0 30,2 33,3 21,9 

Strongly agree 5,7 9,5 10,7 11,9 26,7 8,8 

I feel I can influence national decisions that are made by the government*** 

Strongly 
disagree 

41 40 38 28 18 37 

Disagree 25 28 28 21 12 24 

Neutral 22 19 18 28 33 23 

Agree  9 13 14 14 23 12 

Strongly agree 4 0 2 9 13 5 

Note: *= p≤ 0.05 ** =p≤0.01*** =p≤0.001 





Table 5:5 Alienation Variables in YCC Sample, Percentages 
Politicians care about people like me*** 

 
No Political 

Activities 
Petition 

Boycott/ 
Discuss 

Contact/ 
Vote 

Campaign/ 
Meeting/ 

Demo 

%of 
Total 

Sample 
 N583 N75 N132 N162 N58  

Strongly 
Disagree 

37,9 40,0 29,5 29,6 17,2 34,5 

Disagree 30,2 17,3 30,3 24,7 19,0 27,7 

Neutral 21,4 26,7 21,2 26,5 32,8 23,3 

Agree  8,6 14,7 15,9 17,9 27,6 12,6 

Strongly 
Agree 

1,9 1,3 3,0 1,2 3,4 2,0 

Politicians understand what people like me need and want** 

Strongly 
Disagree 

41,0 40,5 34,1 31,1 25,4 37,6 

Disagree 26,2 18,9 28,0 25,5 18,6 25,4 

Neutral 21,8 24,3 21,2 26,7 37,3 23,6 

Agree  10,1 12,2 12,9 14,9 11,9 11,5 

Strongly 
Agree 

0,9 4,1 3,8 1,9 6,8 2,0 

Politicians take notice of what people like me think* 

Strongly 
Disagree 

45,3 45,9 38,5 35,6 22,0 41,6 

Disagree 25,7 17,6 28,5 27,5 25,4 25,7 

Neutral 20,3 25,7 23,8 24,4 30,5 22,4 

Agree  7,1 8,1 5,8 10,6 18,6 8,6 

Strongly 
Agree 

1,5 2,7 0,8 1,9 3,4 1,7 

I feel respected by the people in authority I have contact with (notsig) 

Strongly 
Disagree 

4,9 2,7 5,4 5,1 5,1 4,8 

Disagree 9,4 9,6 6,2 7,6 1,7 8,3 

Neutral 24,1 20,5 16,9 20,9 22,0 22,3 

Agree  34,9 39,7 40,8 35,4 39,0 36,3 

Strongly 
Agree 

26,7 27,4 30,8 31,0 32,2 28,2 

People in authority are interested in my ideas and what I think (notsig) 

Strongly 
Disagree 

12,7 12,2 9,8 8,6 6,7 11,3 

Disagree 16,5 23,0 14,4 11,0 8,3 15,4 

Neutral 30,0 24,3 32,6 28,8 33,3 29,9 

Agree  28,2 32,4 31,1 36,8 41,7 31,0 

Strongly 
Agree 

12,7 8,1 12,1 14,7 10,0 12,4 

Note: *= p≤ 0.05 ** =p≤0.01*** =p≤0.001 



Note: *= p≤ 0.05 ** =p≤0.01*** =p≤0.001 

Table 5:6Trust Variables in YCC Sample, Percentages 

The police treat people my age with suspicion, even if they haven't done anything 
wrong* 

 No Political 
Activities 

Petition Boycott/ 
Discuss 

Contact/ 
Vote 

Campaign/ 
Meeting/ 

Demo 

%of 
Total 

Sample 

 N622 N72 N133 N156 N57  

Strongly 
Disagree 

7,9 8,3 12,0 15,4 12,3 9,8 

Disagree 12,4 12,5 15,0 16,7 17,5 13,7 

Neutral 26,5 13,9 20,3 28,8 26,3 25,2 

Agree  29,9 38,9 29,3 23,7 29,8 29,5 

Strongly 
Agree 

23,3 26,4 23,3 15,4 14,0 21,8 

I trust politicians to make the right choices for people like me* 

Strongly 
Disagree 

42,7 35,6 38,5 39,0 27,6 40,1 

Disagree 25,2 19,2 23,1 24,5 13,8 23,7 

Neutral 21,4 31,5 27,7 27,0 31,0 24,4 

Agree  8,6 11,0 8,5 8,2 25,9 9,7 

Strongly 
Agree 

2,1 2,7 2,3 1,3 1,7 2,0 



 





 

 

Caught in the Act



Table 6:1Distribution Of The Sample Across Institutional Settings 

Organisation Frequency Percentage of sample 
Youth factions 136 30.2 

British Youth Council 161 35.8 

Demonstration 153 34 
TOTAL 450 100 

 

 



Table 6:2 Operationalisation Resources Variables 

Resources: Demographics 

Measurement Question Indicators  
Gender Are you…?  Male/female 

Age In which year were you born? Open question coded into 
age categories:  
16-18, 19-21, 22-25, 26-30 

Education Level What is your highest 
educational qualification? Or if 
you are still a student, at what 
level are you studying? 

Open question coded into: 
Secondary Education 
Vocational Education 
University Degree 
Postgraduate University 
Degree 

Country Born In which country were you 
born? 

Open question coded into: 
Non-EU, EU, UK 

Parents Born In which country was your 
mother/father born? 

Same as above 

Social Class People sometimes describe 
themselves belonging to the 
working class, the middle class, 
ore the upper/lower class. 
Would you describe yourself as 
belonging to the…? 

Upper Class, Upper 
Middleclass, Lower Middle 
Class, Working Class, Lower 
Class, None.  

Resources: Mobilisation Patterns 

Information 
Channels 

There are many ways we can 
find out about organisations 
and events, please tick all the 
information channels that you 
gained information from and 
that influenced your decision 
to join your organisation. 

Radio/Television; 
Newspapers; Alternative 
Online Media; 
Advertisements, Flyers and 
/or Posters; Partner and/or 
Family; Friends and/or 
Acquaintances; People at 
Your School or Workplace; 
Existing Members of 
Another Organisation or 
Association; Members of 
Your Organisation; An 
Organisation Magazine, 
Meeting, Website, Mailing 
List etc.; Online Social 
Networks. 

Asked By Which of the following persons 
approached you to join your 
organisation/attend this 
event? 

No –One; Family; Relatives; 
Friends; Acquaintances; A 
Fellow Student; Members Of 
M Organisation; Youth 
Worker (BYC Only); 
Teacher (BYC Only) 
 

Note table 6:2 continues on the next page 



Table 6:2 Continued 

Resources: Civic And Political Repertoires 
Civic repertoires In the past 12 months, how 

many different organisations 
have you actively participated? 

None; One;  Two or Three; 
More than Three 

 If you have been involved in 
any of the following types of 
organisations in the past 12 
months, please indicate 
whether you are an active or 
passive member. If you are a 
member of several 
organisations of the same type, 
tick the box of the organisation 
of the type you are the most 
‘active’. 

Church or Religious 
Organisation; Trade Union 
or Professional Association; 
Women’s Organisation; 
Sport or Cultural 
Organization; 
Environmental 
Organization; Lesbian or 
Gay Rights Organization; 
Community or 
Neighbourhood Association; 
Charity or Welfare 
Organization; Third World, 
Global Justice or Peace 
Organization; Anti-Racist or 
Migrant Organisation; 
Human or Civil Rights 
Organization; Youth 
Council/Parliament (YFS 
Only) 

Political 
Repertoires 

When you get together with 
friends, how often do you 
discuss politics? 

Never; Rarely; Sometimes; 
Fairly Often; Very Often 

 
 

There are many things people 
can do to prevent or promote 
political change. Have you, in 
the past 12 months? 

Contacted a Politician, 
Government, or Local 
Government Official; Signed 
a Petition/Public Letter; 
Donated Money to a 
Political Organisation or 
Group; Boycotted Certain 
Products; Deliberately 
Bought Products For 
Political, Ethical or 
Environmental Reasons; 
Worn or Displayed a 
Campaign Badge/Sticker; 
Joined a Strike; Taken Part 
in Direct Action (Such as: 
Blockade, Occupation, Civil 
Disobedience); Used Violent 
Forms of Action (against 
Property or People); 
Attended a Demonstration 
(YF And BYC Only)  





 





Table 6:3 Operationalisation of Attitude Variables 

Measurement Question Indicators  

Civic And Political Attitudes 

Satisfaction With 
Democracy 

In general, how satisfied or 
dissatisfied are you with the 
functioning of democracy in the 
UK? 

Scale of 0-10 coded and 
don’t know option into 
6 categories of; Very 
Dissatisfied; Quite 
Dissatisfied; Satisfied; 
Quite Satisfied; Very 
Satisfied; Don’t Know.  

Interest In Politics How interested are you in politics? Not At All; Not Very; 
Quite; Very 

Left Right Self-
Identification 

In politics people sometimes talk of 
‘left’ and ‘right’. Where would you 
place yourself on this scale, where 0 
means left and 10 means right? 

Scale of 0 to 10 and 
don’t know option 
coded into; Left; Centre 
Left; Centre; Centre 
Right; Right; Don’t 
Know. 

Attitude To 
Voting/Political Parties 

Agreement with statement: I don’t 
see the point of voting, parties do 
whatever they want anyway 

Strongly Disagree; 
Disagree; Neither; 
Agree; Strongly Agree 

Trust In Political 
Institutions 

Please indicate, in general, how 
much you trust each of the 
following; national government, 
national parliament; political 
parties 

Not At All; Not Very; 
Somewhat; Quite; Very 
Much 

Alienation And Disaffection 

Powerlessness To what extent do you agree or 
disagree with the following 
statements: I have no influence 
over policies that affect me 

Strongly Disagree; 
Disagree; Neither; 
Agree; Strongly Agree. 

Meaninglessness To what extent do you agree or 
disagree with the following 
statements Events like this are the 
only way for young people like me 
to make their voices heard 

Same as above 

 To what extent do you agree or 
disagree with the following 
statements Events like these are 
the only way for me to influence  
the situation of young people 

Same as above 

Normlessness To what extent do you agree or 
disagree with the following 
statements: Politicians make a lot 
of promises but do not actually do 
much 

Same as above 

Note table 6:3 continues on the next page 
 
 
 
 
 



Table 6:3 Continued   
Efficacy 

Personal Efficacy To what extent do you agree or 
disagree with the following 
statements My participation can 
have an impact on public policy in 
this country 

Same as above 

Organizational Efficacy Below are two goals of 
[organisation/demo, how effective 
do you think 
[organisation/demonstration]are 
in achieving these goals? 

Not At All; Not Very; 
Somewhat; Quite; Very 
Much 

 

Caught 

in the Act

9 Specified for BYC and Youth Factions only. 



Table 6:4 Operationalisation of Motivation Variables 

Measurement Question Indicators  
 Please indicate to what 

extent you agree or disagree 
with the following 
statements; I joined my 
organisation/demonstration 
in order to…. 

 

Instrumental Defend My Interests Strongly Disagree; 
Disagree; Neither; 
Agree; Strongly Agree 

Identity Express My Views Same as above 

Instrumental Pressure Politicians To 
Make Things Change 

Same as above 

Ideology Raise Public Awareness Same as above 
Identity Express Solidarity Same as above 

Identity Because I Felt Morally 
Obliged 

Same as above 

Instrumental Because I Want To Stand 
For Election For A Political 
Party (YF And BYC Only) 

Same as above 

Instrumental Because I Want To Work In 
Politics In The Future (YF 
And BYC Only) 

Same as above 

Ideology To Represent Young People 
In My Area (BYC Only) 

Same as above 

 



Table 6:5 Summary Of Theoretical Expectations For Activists 

Variable Youth factions BYC Demonstrators 

Resources- 
Demographics 

Highest 
socioeconomic 
class 

Wider spread of 
socioeconomic 
class 

High 
socioeconomic 
class 

Resources- 
Mobilisation 
Channels 

Mobilised through 
closed 
mobilisation 
channels 

Mobilised through 
closed 
mobilisation 
channels 

Mobilised through 
a mix of open and 
closed 
mobilisation 
channels 

Resources- Civic 
And Political 
Repertoires 

Much previous 
participation 
especially of 
institutionalised 
form. 

Much previous 
participation, 
particularly in 
non-
institutionalised 
civic organisations   

Some previous 
participation, 
especially of non-
institutionalised 
form 

Attitudes – Civic 
And Political  

Very positive, 
especially to 
political parties 

Somewhat 
sceptical, 
especially to 
political parties 

Very sceptical to 
all political 
institutions 

Attitudes- 
Alienation 

Not alienated 
Somewhat 
alienated 

Very alienated 

Attitudes- 
Efficacy 

Highly efficacious Highly efficacious Highly efficacious 

Motivations 
Identity and 
instrumental 

Instrumental and 
ideology 

Ideology and 
identity 

 



 





Table 6:6 Demographic Profile Activists, Percentages 

Gender*** Youth 
Factions 

BYC Demonstration Total % of 
sample 

Male 70,9 41 44,7 51,2 

Female 29,1 59 55,3 48,8 

Age Categories***     

16-18 7,4 67,1 0,7 26,4 
19-21 47,1 22,4 29,4 32,2 

22-25 28,7 7,5 48,4 27,8 
26-30 16,9 3,1 21,6 13,6 

Education level     
Secondary education 10,4 84,6 19,7 41,2 

Vocational qualification 0,7 0 4,1 1,5 

University degree 71,9 12,2 63,1 46,7 
Post graduate university 
degree 

17 3,2 13,1 10,7 

Country Born**     

Non-EU 4,4 3,7 5,2 4,5 
EU 3 2,5 11,1 5,6 

UK 92,6 93,8 83,7 90 
Mother Born***      

Non-EU 7,4 13,1 6,6 9,2 
EU 3,7 2,5 13,8 6,7 

UK 88,9 84,4 79,6 84,1 

Father Born***     
Non-EU 10,3 16,4 11,9 13 

EU 2,2 1,3 11,3 4,9 
UK 84,5 82,4 76,8 82,1 

Social Class     

Upper-class 0,7 0 0,7 0,5 

Upper middle class 23,9 15,7 19,7 19,5 

Lower middle class 47 42,1 44,2 44,3 
Working class 15,7 28,9 23,8 23,2 

Lower class 1,5 2,5 3,4 2,5 
None 11,2 10,7 8,2 10 
Note: *= p≤ 0.05 ** =p≤0.01*** =p≤0.001 



 





Table 6:7 Mobilisation Patterns Across Institutional Settings, Percentages 

Indicator Measurement Youth 
Factions 

BYC Demonstrators %Of 
Total 
Sample 

Information 
Channels: Open 

Radio/TV*** 

29,4 9,9 8,5 15,3 
 Newspaper*** 36,8 18,6 19,6 24,4 

 Alternative online 
media** 36 23,6 35,9 31,6 

 Advertisement*** 19,9 32,3 41,2 31,6 

 Online social 
networks, e.g. 
facebook and 
Twitter*** 43,4 27,3 62,1 44 

Information 
Channels: Closed 

Partner/family*** 

16,2 22,4 6,5 

15.1 

 Friends/acquaintances*** 32,4 30,4 49,7 37.6 

 People at 
school/workplace*** 19,1 32,3 49 

34 

 Fellow members of 
organisation*** 49,3 43,5 25,5 

39.1 

 Organisation 
magazine* 17.6 18 27.5 

21.1 

Asked By No one*** 58,8 21,1 14,4 30,2 

 Partner/family*** 2,9 19,3 8,5 10,7 
 Relatives* 0,7 4,3 5,9 3,8 

 Friends*** 11,8 17,4 46,4 25,6 
 Acquaintances*** 2,2 6,8 15 8,2 

 Colleagues or fellow 
students*** 11 9,9 47,1 22,9 

 Co-members of an 
organisation 25 24,8 22,9 24,8 

 Youth Worker  35.4   

 Teacher  16.8   
Note: *= p≤ 0.05 ** =p≤0.01*** =p≤0.001 



 

Table 6:8 Overlap Of Organisational Membership Percentages of ‘Yes’ 
Answers 
Organisation Youth factions- 

Active (passive) 
BYC- Active 

(passive) 
Demonstration 
Active (passive) 

Political Party 100(N/A) 16.5 (5.7) 12.6 (16.2) 

Youth 
Council/Parliament 

8.9 (2.1) 57.6 (3.8) N/A 





Table 6:9 Civic And Political Repertoires Across Different Institutional 
Settings, Percentages 

Measurement 
Youth 
Factions BYC Demonstration  

In the past 12 months, how many different organisations have you actively 
participated?*** 

None 8,3 2,5 25,7 12,2 
One 16,5 14,6 21,1 17,4 

2 or 3 45,1 43,3 44,1 44,1 

More than 3 30,1 39,5 9,2 26,2 

When you get together with friends, how often do you discuss politics? 

Never 0,7 5,8 1,3 2,7 
Rarely 0 16 7,3 8,2 

Sometimes 7,5 21,8 18,5 16,3 

Fairly often 38,8 34 46,4 39,7 

Very often 53 22,4 26,5 33,1 

Contacted a 
politician or local 
government 
official***10 81,6 72,7 49,7 67,7 

Signed a petition or 
a public letter*** 82,4 83,9 92,1 56,2 

Donated money to a 
political 
organisation or 
group*** 21,8 9,9 43,2 46,1 

Boycotted certain 
products*** 33,1 29,2 57,7 39,9 

Deliberately bought 
products for 
political or 
environmental 
reasons*** 47,1 44,7 74,7 55,5 

Worn or displayed a 
campaign badge or 
sticker *** 83,8 66,5 64,9 71,2 

Joined a strike*** 5,2 2,7 6,3 14,2 

Taken part in direct 
action*** 5,9 5,6 38,3 16,6 

Used violent forms 
of action*** 0,7 0,6 4,7 2 
Attended a 
demonstration*** 35,3 28 100 54,7 

Note: *= p≤ 0.05 ** =p≤0.01*** =p≤0.001 

10 For all these items the respondent could tick as many as applied, and the figures reported here 
are the percentage of ‘ticks’ indicating a yes answer. 
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Table 6:10 Civic and Political Attitudes Across Institutional Settings, 
Percentages 
Measurement Youth factions BYC Demonstrators Total 

Satisfaction With Democracy*** 

Very dissatisfied 2,2 1,3 28,5 10,7 
Quite dissatisfied 17 7,3 28,5 17,4 

Satisfied 35,6 39,7 35,4 37 

Quite satisfied 32,6 37,1 4,2 24,7 

Very satisfied 9,6 7,3 3,5 6,7 

Don’t know 3 7,3 0 3,5 
Interest In Politics***     

Not at all 0 1,9 1,3 1,1 

Not very 0,7 7,6 11,1 6,7 

Quite 6,7 37,3 30,1 25,6 

Very 92,6 53,2 57,5 66,6 

Left-Right Scale***     

Left 7,5 8,3 38,1 17,5 

Centre left 37,6 23,7 38,8 32,9 

Centre 18,8 32,7 10,4 21,3 

Centre right 30,1 12,8 0 14,2 

Right 5,3 3,8 12,7 7,1 

Don’t know 0,8 18,6 0 7,1 

Agreement with statement: I don’t see the point of voting, parties do whatever they 
want anyway*** 

Strongly disagree 56,1 30,3 33,8 39,3 

Disagree 33,3 31 28,5 30,8 

Neither 8,3 16,1 14,6 13,2 

Agree 1,5 17,4 15,2 11,9 
Strongly agree 0,8 5,2 7,9 4,8 

Trust in national government*** 

Not at all 9,8 8,3 27,3 15,3 

Not very much 23,5 29,5 35,3 29,7 

Somewhat 17,4 34 27,3 26,7 

Quite  37,9 22,4 10 22,8 

Very much 11,4 5,8 0 5,5 

Trust In Parliament*** 

Not at all 4,6 3,8 19,9 9,6 

Not very much 11,5 23,1 37,1 24,4 

Somewhat 23,7 39,7 29,8 31,5 

Quite  47,3 28,2 12,6 28,5 

Trust Political Parties*** 

Not at all 1,5 9,7 20,7 11 

Not very much 18,8 34,8 46 33,8 

Somewhat 33,1 36,8 26 32 

Quite  38,3 15,5 7,3 19,6 

Very much 8,3 3,2 0 3,7 
Note: *= p≤ 0.05 ** =p≤0.01*** =p≤0.001 







 



Table 6:11 Alienation and Disaffection Across Institutional Settings, Percentages 

Measurement 
Youth 
Factions BYC Demonstrators Total 

I have no influence on policies that affect me* 

Strongly 
disagree 11,3 15,3 5,9 10,9 

Disagree 49,6 45,2 48,7 47,7 

Neither 9,8 18,5 20,4 16,5 

Agree 23,3 16,6 21,7 20,4 

Strongly agree 6 4,5 3,3 4,5 

Events like this are the only way for young people like me to make their 
voices heard.*** 

Strongly 
disagree 16,4 15,3 3,9 11,7 

Disagree 45,5 38,9 22,4 35,2 

Neither 17,2 11,5 14,5 14,2 

Agree 14,9 23,6 38,2 26 

Strongly agree 6 10,8 21,1 12,9 

Events like this are the only way for me to influence the situation of young 
people*** 

Strongly 
disagree 13 21 3,3 12,5 

Disagree 53,4 37,6 28,3 39,1 

Neither 16 14,6 16,4 15,7 

Agree 13,7 20,4 32,2 22,5 

Strongly agree 3,8 6,4 19,2 10,2 

Most politicians promise a lot of things but do not actually do much*** 

Strongly 
disagree 10 5,1 2,6 5,7 

Disagree 35,4 10,8 7,2 16,9 

Neither 23,1 11,5 15,8 16,4 

Agree 23,1 44,6 46,7 39 

Strongly agree 8,5 28 27,6 22,1 
Note: *= p≤ 0.05 ** =p≤0.01*** =p≤0.001 



 



Table 6:12 Political Efficacy Across Institutional Settings, Percentages 

Measurement 
Youth 
Factions BYC Demonstrators Total 

Personal- my participation can have an impact on public policy in this 
country 

Strongly disagree 1,5 1,9 1,3 1,6 
Disagree 10,6 7,1 4,6 7,3 

Neither 23,5 13,5 15,1 17,1 
Agree 52,3 60 55,3 56 

Strongly agree 12,1 17,4 23,7 18 

Organisational- organisation/demonstration effective in achieving goal1 *** 

Not at all 1,6 0,7 2,7 1,6 

Not very much 11 7,2 12,2 10,1 
Somewhat 36,2 23 42,2 33,6 

Quite 40,2 33,6 33,3 35,4 
Very much 11 35,5 9,5 19,2 

Organisational- organisation/demonstration effective in achieving goal2*** 

Not at all 1,6 2 3,4 2,4 
Not very much 3,2 7,3 28,6 13,5 

Somewhat 30,4 29,1 36,1 31,9 
Quite 36,8 38,4 24,5 33,1 

Very much 28 23,2 7,5 19,1 
Note: *= p≤ 0.05 ** =p≤0.01*** =p≤0.001 



 



 



Table 6:13 Motivations to Participate Across Institutional Settings, Percentages 
Measurement Youth Factions BYC Demonstrators Total 

Defend my Interests** 
Strongly 
disagree 1,6 4,2 3,4 3,1 

Disagree 16 13,9 9,5 13 
Neither 17,6 22,2 11,6 17,1 

Agree 42,4 41,7 40,8 41,6 

Strongly agree 22,4 18,1 34,7 25,2 

Express my Views*** 

Strongly 
disagree 0 4,6 0 1,6 

Disagree 2,4 0,7 0,7 1,2 

Neither 4,7 3,9 3,4 4 

Agree 57,5 52,6 28,6 45,8 

Strongly agree 35,4 38,2 67,3 47,4 

Pressure Politicians To Make Things Change*** 

Strongly 
disagree 2,4 6,7 0 3,1 

Disagree 9,4 6 1,4 5,4 

Neither 15,7 15,3 4,8 11,8 

Agree 44,1 44 29,9 39,2 

Strongly agree 28,3 28 63,9 40,6 
Raise Public Awareness*** 

Strongly 
disagree 7,9 3,9 0 3,8 
Disagree 13,5 3,3 2,1 5,9 

Neither 22,2 6,6 6,2 11,1 

Agree 37,3 38,2 24 33 

Strongly agree 19 48 67,8 46,2 

Express Solidarity*** 
Strongly 
disagree 6,4 4,9 1,4 4,1 

Disagree 10,4 8,3 2,7 7 

Neither 18,4 45,1 19,7 28,1 

Agree 38,4 24,3 26,5 29,3 

Strongly agree 26,4 17,4 49,7 31,5 

Morally Obliged*** 

Strongly 
disagree 18,3 20,5 3,4 13,9 

Disagree 25,4 26,5 12,2 21,2 

Neither 21,4 31,8 12,2 21,9 

Agree 25,4 17,9 29,3 24,1 
Strongly agree 9,5 3,3 42,9 18,9 
Note: Table 6: 13 continued on next page 
 
 
 
 
 



Table 6:13 Continued 
Stand For Election in the Future*** 
Strongly 
disagree 12,7 30,5 n/a 22,4 

Disagree 22,2 26,5 n/a 24,5 

Neither 23,8 21,9 n/a 22,7 

Agree 28,6 13,2 n/a 20,2 

Strongly agree 12,7 7,9 n/a 10,1 
Work In Politics in the Future*** 

Strongly 
disagree 7,6 13,4 n/a 11,4 
Disagree 17,7 19,5 n/a 18,9 

Neither 26,6 28,2 n/a 27,6 

Agree 32,9 24,8 n/a 27,6 

Strongly agree 15,2 14,1 n/a 14,5 

Represent Young People In My Area 
Strongly 
disagree n/a 12.4 n/a n/a 

Disagree n/a 18 n/a n/a 
Neither n/a 26.1 n/a n/a 

Agree n/a 23 n/a n/a 

Strongly agree n/a 13 n/a n/a 
Note: *= p≤ 0.05 ** =p≤0.01*** =p≤0.001 
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Table 7:1 Old And New Response Categories For Resources Variables.  
Variable Old values New values 

Demographics 
Gender Male/female Male/Female (Male=1, 

Female = 2) 

Age categories 16-18 16-21 (1) 
 19-21 21-30 (2) 

 22-25  

 26-30  

Country born Non-EU UK (1) 

 EU Non-UK (2) 
 UK  

Parents born Non-EU UK (1) 

 EU Non-UK (2) 

 UK  

Social class 

Upper-class 

Upper-Class/Upper 
Middleclass/Lower 
Middle Class(1)  

 
Upper middle class 

Working class/lower 
class/none (2) 

 Lower middle class  

 Working class  

 Lower class  

 None  

Mobilisation patterns   

Information channels Radio/TV Open (1)  

 Newspaper  

 Alternative online media  

 Advertisement  

 Online social networks, e.g. 
Facebook and Twitter 

 

 Partner/family Closed (0) 

 Friends/acquaintances  

 People at school/workplace  

 Fellow members of organisation  
 Organisation magazine  

Asked by No one Not asked (0)  

 Partner/family Asked by someone (1) 

 Relatives  

 Friends  

 Acquaintances  

 Colleagues or fellow students  

 Co-members of an organisation  

Civic and political repertoires 

Active participation past 12 months None None (1)  
 One One (2)  

 Two or three More than two (3)  

 More than 
three 

 

Note: Table 7.1 continues on next page   



Table7.1 Continued 

When you get together with friends, how often do you discuss politics? 

 Never Never/rarely (1)  

 Rarely Sometimes (2)  
 Sometimes Fairly often/often (3)  

 Fairly often  

 Very often  

Political activity in the past 12 months 

No political activities No political activities (0)  

Contacted a politician or local government official Expressive (1)  

Signed a petition or a public letter Expressive (1)  

Donated money to a political organisation or group Money (2)  

Boycotted certain products Money (2)  

Deliberately bought products for political or 
environmental reasons 

Money (2)  

Worn or displayed a campaign badge or sticker  Expressive (1)  

Joined a strike Action(3)  

Taken part in direct action Action (3)  

Used violent forms of action Action (3)  





 

11 Results not presented here, see appendix F for the results.  
12 Different orders of adding variables were tested, and it gave similar results. Testing each variable 
on their own was also done where fitting one variable made the model better than intercept only, 
except for age.  



Table 7:2 Model 1: Resources  (AIC:452) 

 BYC Demo 
Model 1a: Demographics: (AIC: 121) 

Gender: Male -1.17*** -0.79* 
Age: 16-21 1.56*** -1.44*** 

Country born: Born UK 0.44 -0.28 

Social Class: Higher  Social 
Class 

-0.29* -0.66 

Model 1b: Mobilisation patterns (AIC:48) 

Information channel: Open 
information channel  

-1.04** 0.31 

Asked by: Not asked by 
anyone 

-1.44*** -2.41*** 

Model 1c: Civic and political repertoires (AIC:160) 
Civic repertoires   

No other active participation -2.61** 1.32* 
Active participation in one 
other  

-0.79* 0.42 

Active participation in two or 
more others 

Reference category Reference category 

Discuss politics   
Never/rarely discuss politics 3.19** 2.67* 

Sometimes discuss politics 1.36** 1.53** 

Fairly often/often discuss 
politics 

Reference category Reference category 

Political repertoires   

No other political activities 1.29 -1.79 

Expressive political activities 1.84** -1.32* 
Money political activities 0.29 -1.7*** 

Action political activities Reference category Reference category 
Note: Reference category Youth factions 
*= p≤ 0.05 ** =p≤0.01*** =p≤0.001 



 

13 The model was run with the ‘Social Class’ variable as well but the results were not significantly 
different from the results without the model. This contributed to the decision to exclude the 
variable from the final model as its theoretical usefulness is limited.   



Table 7:3 Civic and Political Attitudes Old and New Values 

Measurement/old value New Value  
Satisfaction With Democracy 

Very Dissatisfied Dissatisfied (1) 
Quite Dissatisfied Neutral (2)  

Satisfied Very Satisfied (3)  

Quite Satisfied  
Very Satisfied  

Don’t Know  
Interest In Politics  

Not At All Not At All/Not Very (1) 
Not Very Quite (2)  

Quite Very (3) 

Very  
Left-Right Scale  

Left Left (1)  
Centre Left Centre (2)  

Centre Right (3)  
Centre Right  

Right  

Don’t Know14  
Agreement with statement: I don’t see the point of voting, parties do 
whatever they want anyway 

Strongly Disagree Strongly Disagree/Disagree (1)  

Disagree Neither (2)  

Neither Agree/Strongly Agree (3) 

Agree  
Strongly Agree  

Trust In National Government 
Not At All Not At All/Not Very (1) 

Not Very Much Some (2) 
Somewhat Quite/ Very (3)  

Quite   

Very Much  
Trust In Parliament Same As Above 

Same As Above  

Trust Political Parties Same As Above 

Same as above  

14 The don’t know responses were coded as missing 



Table 7:4Alienation, Disaffection and Political Efficacy Old and New Values 

Measurement Old value New value 

Alienation and Disaffection   
For demonstration: I have no influence 
on education policy 

Strongly disagree Disagree (1)  

For others: I have no influence on 
policies that affect me 

Disagree Neither (2)  

Neither Agree (3)  
Agree  

Strongly agree  
For demonstration: Protests like this are 
the only way for students to make their 
voice heard 

Same as above Same as above 

For others: Working for [organisation] is 
the only way for young people like me to 
make their voices heard 

Same as above Same as above 

For demonstration: Protests like this are 
the only way for me to influence 
spending cuts in higher education 

Same as above Same as above 

For others: Events like this are the only 
way for me to influence the situation for 
young people. 

Same as above Same as above 

Most politicians make a lot of promises 
but do not actually do anything 

Same as above Same as above 

Political Efficacy   

Personal efficacy- My participation can 
have an impact on public policy in this 
country 

Same as above Same as above 

Organisational efficacy- 
Demonstration/organisation effective in 
achieving goal 1 

Not at all Not at all/not very 
(1) 

Not very Somewhat(2)  
Somewhat Quite/very (3)  

Quite  
Very  

Organisational efficacy- Demonstration/ 
organisation effective in achieving goal 2 

Same as above N/A goals 
combined 



 



Table 7:5 Model 2 Attitudes (Aic:595)  

Model 2a: Civic And Political Attitudes (AIC: 448) 

Satisfaction With Democracy BYC Demonstrators 
Very/Quite Dissatisfied With Democracy -1.89*** 1.34* 

Satisfied With Democracy -0.44 1.02* 

Quite/Very Satisfied With Democracy Reference Category Reference 
Category 

Left-Right Scale   

Left 0.52 2.5*** 
Centre 0.63 0.25 

Right Reference Category Reference 
Category 

There Is No Point In Voting   
Agree/Strongly Agree -2.13** -1.76* 

Neither -1.33 -1.6 
Disagree/Strongly Disagree Reference Category Reference 

Category 
Trust National Government   

Not At All/Not Very Much -0.24 -0.94 
Somewhat 0.22 0.29 

Quite/Very Much Reference Category Reference 
Category 

Trust In Parliament   
Not At All/Not Very Much 0.85 0.82 

Somewhat 0.82 0.53 
Quite/Very Much Reference Category Reference 

Category 
Trust In Political Parties   

Not At All/Not Very Much 1.34** 2.09*** 
Somewhat 0.62 0.87 

Quite/Very Much Reference Category Reference 
Category 

Note: table 7:5 continues on the next page 
 



 

Table 7:5 continued 

Model 2b: Alienation And Disaffection (AIC:292) 

Agreement With: I Have No Influence On Policies That Affect Me 
Strongly Disagree/Disagree 0.866* 1.49** 

Neither 0.8 1.58** 
Agree Reference Category Reference Category 
Events Only Way To Make Voice Heard 
Strongly Disagree/Disagree 0.06 -0.4 

Neither -0.06 0.43 
Agree Reference Category Reference Category 

Events Only Way To Influence Situation For Young People 

Strongly Disagree/Disagree 0.18 -1.1* 

Neither -0.18 -1.43* 

Agree Reference Category Reference Category 
Most Politicians Promise A Lot Of Things But Do Not Do Much 

Strongly Disagree/Disagree -.68*** -0.95* 
Neither -1.1* 0.1 

Agree Reference Category Reference Category 
Model 2c: Political Efficacy (AIC:86) 

Personal- My Participation Can Have An Impact On Public Policy 
Strongly Disagree/Disagree 0.06 -0.1 

Neither -0.77 0.84* 

Agree Reference Category Reference Category 
Organisational- Organisation Effective In Achieving Goals  

Strongly Disagree/Disagree -0.39 1.07* 
Neither -0.68 0.44 

Agree Reference Category Reference Category 
Note: Reference Category Youth Factions 
*= P≤ 0.05 ** =P≤0.01*** =P≤0.001 

 



Table 7:6 Motivation Old And New Values 

Measurement Old Values New Value 
Defend my interests Strongly disagree Instrumental 

Disagree  

Neither 

Agree 

Strongly agree 

Express my views Same as above Identity 
Pressure politicians to 
make things change 

Same as above Instrumental 

Raise public awareness Same as above Ideology 

Express solidarity Same as above Identity 

Morally obliged Same as above Ideology  

 



Table 7:7 Model 3 Motivations (AIC 102) 

 BYC Demonstrators 

Model 3a: Not motivated by instrumental (AIC 30) 15 -0.05 0.48* 
Model 3b: Not motivated by identity (AIC30) 0.82*** 0.36 

Model 3c: Not motivated by Ideology (AIC29) -0.23 -1.89*** 

Note: Reference category Youth factions 
*= p≤ 0.05 ** =p≤0.01*** =p≤0.001 

 

15 This formulation may look counterintuitive and is a result of the coding of the variable and which 
response category the software takes as a reference group. However, as we are only interested in 
the significance levels for the variable here, not any further interpretation this is presented this way, 
in the final analysis of predicted probabilities, both response options are included.   



Table 7:8 Comparing Adjusted Models. 
Model 1: Resources (Aic:350) BYC Demonstrators 

Gender: Male -1.18*** -0.79** 

Age: 16-21 1.61*** -1.45*** 
Information Channel: Not Mobilised Through Closed 
Channel 

-1.0** 0.2 

Asked By: Not Asked By Anyone -1.4*** -2.45*** 

Active Membership In Organisations   
No Other Active Participation -2.5** 1.4** 

Active Participation In One Other  -0.78* 0.47 

Active Participation In Two Or More Others Reference Reference 

Discuss Politics   

Never/Rarely Discuss Politics 3.35** 2.8* 
Sometimes Discuss Politics 1.38** 1.55** 

Fairly Often/Often Discuss Politics Reference Reference 

Political Repertoires   

No Other Political Activities 1.3 -2.27 

Expressive Political Activities 1.83** -1.43* 
Money Political Activities 0.24 -1.68*** 

Action Political Activities Reference Reference 

Model 2: Attitudes (476) BYC Demonstrators 

Satisfaction With Democracy   

Very/Quite Dissatisfied With Democracy -1.91*** 1.81*** 

Satisfied With Democracy -0.33 1.42*** 

Quite/Very Satisfied With Democracy Reference Reference 
There Is No Point In Voting   

Agree/Strongly Agree -2.14** -1.69** 

Neither -1.3 -1.45 

Disagree/Strongly Disagree Reference Reference 

Trust In Political Parties   

Not At All/Not Very Much 1.74*** 2.16*** 

Somewhat 0.97** 1.03* 
Quite/Very Much Reference Reference 

Agreement With I Have No Influence On Policies That Affect Me 

Strongly Disagree/Disagree 0.96* 1.21** 

Neither 1.09* 1.46** 
Agree Reference Reference 

Events Only Way To Influence Situation For Young People 

Strongly Disagree/Disagree -0.01 -1.14** 
Neither -2.6 -0.65 

Agree Reference  

Most Politicians Promise A Lot Of Things But Do Not Do 
Much 

  

Strongly Disagree/Disagree -1.59*** -1.11** 

Neither -1.10** -0.21 

Agree Reference Reference 
Note: Reference Category Youth Factions 
*= P≤ 0.05 ** =P≤0.01*** =P≤0.001 



 

Table 7:9 Comparing Model Fit Stepwise Modelling Full Model. 

Model 4 Combining the Models AIC 
Model 4a: Resources 350 

Model4b: Resources and Attitudes 452 
Model 4c: Resources, Attitudes and Motivations.  417 

Model 4d: Only Significant Variables 455 



Table 7:10 Significance Levels of Variables in Model 4d 

Variable (Model AIC 455) BYC Demo 

Demographics   
Age: 16-21 2.04*** -1.27** 

Asked by: Not asked by anyone -1.37*** -3.06*** 
Civic and political repertoires 

Active participation    

No other active participation -3.34*** 1.22 
Active participation in one other  -0.77 0.75 

Active participation in two or more 
others 

reference Reference 

Discuss politics   
Never/rarely discuss politics 2.84** 2.76** 

Sometimes discuss politics 1.07 1.44** 

Fairly often/often discuss politics Reference Reference 

Political activities   
No other political activities 1.67 -0.76 

Expressive political activities 1.88** -0.85 
Money political activities 0.69 -1.11** 

Action political activities reference Reference 
Civic and political attitudes 

Satisfaction with democracy   

Very/quite dissatisfied with democracy -1.36** 2.34*** 

Satisfied with democracy -0.15 1.41** 

Quite/very satisfied with democracy Reference Reference 
There is no point in voting   

Agree/strongly agree -1.93** -0.66 
Neither -1.29 -1.66 

Disagree/strongly disagree Reference Reference 

Trust in political parties 

Not at all/not very much 2.14*** 2.25*** 
Somewhat 0.93** 1.24** 

Quite/very much reference reference 
Most politicians promise a lot of things but do not do much 

Strongly disagree/disagree -1.24** -0.77 
Neither -1.08** -0.13 

agree Reference Reference 

Motivations   
Not motivated by instrumental  -0.84** -0.52 

Not motivated by identity  1.1** 0.97** 
Not motivated by Ideology  -0.05 -2.48*** 

Total sig variables 13 11 
Note: Reference category Youth factions 
*= p≤ 0.05 ** =p≤0.01*** =p≤0.001 





 

 



 



Table 7:11 Predicted Probabilities For Final Model 
Variable Youth 

factions 
BYC Demonstrators 

Resources:     

Demographics    

Aged Between 16-21 0.30 0.52 0.18 
Mobilisation Patterns    

Not Asked By Anyone 0.62 0.23 0.14 

Civic And Political Repertoires    

Active Participation     

No Other Active Participation 0.22 0.06 0.72 
Active Participation In One Other  0.30 0.26 0.43 

Active Participation In Two Or More 
Others 

0.34 0.4 0.26 

Discuss Politics    

Never/Rarely Discuss Politics 0.03 0.63 0.34 

Sometimes Discuss Politics 0.13 0.45 0.42 

Fairly Often/Often Discuss Politics 0.39 0.27 0.34 

Political Activities    
No Other Political Activities 0.25 0.37 0.37 

Expressive Political Activities 0.18 0.65 0.17 

Money Political Activities 0.4 0.33 0.27 

Action Political Activities 0.23 0.13 0.63 

Civic And Political Attitudes    
Satisfaction With Democracy    

Very/Quite Dissatisfied With 
Democracy 

0.21 0.11 0.68 

Satisfied With Democracy 0.3 0.38 0.32 
Quite/Very Satisfied With Democracy 0.44 0.48 0.08 

There Is No Point In Voting    

Strongly Disagree/Disagree 0.39 0.29 0.31 

Neither 0.21 0.4 0.38 

Agree/Strongly Agree 0.05 0.45 0.5 

Trust In Political Parties    

Not At All/Not Very Much 0.15 0.34 0.51 

Somewhat 0.33 0.38 0.29 

Quite/Very Much 0.64 0.24 0.11 

Most Politicians Promise A Lot Of Things But Do Not Do Much 
Strongly Disagree/Disagree 0.64 0.2 0.15 

Neither 0.42 0.25 0.33 

Agree 0.17 0.4 0.45 

Motivations    

Not Motivated By Instrumental  0.35 0.39 0.24 
Motivated By Instrumental 0.29 0.28 0.42 

Not Motivated By Identity  0.28 0.47 0.24 

Motivated By Identity 0.34 0.24 0.42 

Not Motivated By Ideology  0.39 0.42 0.18 

Motivated By Ideology 0.19 0.19 0.62 
Note: The means have been rounded and  add up to 1 horizontally 
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Details Of Demonstrations Surveyed By UK Caught In The Act Team 

Event Distributed 
surveys 

Returned 
surveys 

Response rate 

Demonstrations    
Climate march 
2009 

1000 243 24.3% 

May Day, 2010 1000 178 17.8% 

Take Back 
Parliament, 2010 

1000 351 35.1% 

No to hate crime, 
2010 

1000 169 16.9% 

Unite against 
fascism, 2010 

1000 194 19.4% 

Fund our Future, 
2010 

1000 147 14.7% 

Climate march, 
2010 

1000 360 36% 

Second student 
demonstration, 
2010 

1000 98 9.8% 

Million women 
rise, 2010 

1000 178 17.8% 

TUC, 2010 1000 211 21.1% 

Occupy London, 
2011 

1000 144 14.4% 

London Pride, 
2012 

1000 192 19.2 





 

Questions in the Youth Citizenship Commission survey 
Question Response option 

Q1. Which of these do you do 
at least quite regularly? 

Use Social Networking Sites (Facebook, Bebo, Myspace 
Etc); Take Part In Online Forums, Chat Rooms Or Blogs; 
Use Local Outside Spaces Such As Parks, Skate Parks, 
Tennis Courts, Football Pitches; Use The Local Sports Or 
Leisure Centre; Watch The News Or Current Affairs 
Programs; Attend Or Belong To A Local Group Or Club; 
None Of These; NA/DK; One Activity; Two Activities; 
Three Activities; Four Or More Activities 

Q2. Agreement with 
statement 

I feel positive about my future; I feel good about myself 
and the person that I am; It is up to all of us to make 
things better in the future; I feel respected by the people 
in authority I have contact with; These days you have to 
look out for yourself rather than worrying too much 
about others; People in authority are interested in my 
ideas and what I think; People my age are always getting 
a hard time in the news and on TV; I have a good group 
of close friends; The police treat people my age with 
suspicion, even if they haven't done anything wrong 

Q3. Which of these things do 
you feel confident will be 
available to you in the 
future? 

Decent hospitals and doctors; Good education and/or 
training; Enough money to live on; A decent job; A home 
of your own; A safe area to live in; None of these; 
DK/NA; One thing mentioned; Two things mentioned; 
Three things mentioned; Four things mentioned; Five 
things mentioned; All things mentioned 

Q4. How much do you care 
about the issue… 

Having good doctors and hospitals available; Having 
good schools and colleges available to everyone; Having 
good job prospects; Making sure people are treated 
fairly regardless of their race, sex, religion; Global 
warming and climate change; Reducing drug and alcohol 
abuse; Having good public transport available; 
International issues 
 

Q5. How much do you care 
about the issue… 

Crime - Feeling safe when I am out and about in my local 
community; Living in a place that is tidy, litter free, with 
no vandalism; Having things to do and places to go in my 
local area; Helping to make the local area a better place 
to live. 

Q6. Agreement with 
statement 

Most of the time I feel safe when I am out and about in 
my local community; My local area is a great place to 
live; I feel I belong to my local community; There are 
things to do and places to go in my local area for people 
my age; It's my responsibility to make my local area a 
better place to live  

Q7. Agreement with 
statement 

: I understand how decisions are made about local 
issues; I would like to be able to influence how decisions 
are made locally; I feel like I can influence decisions that 
are made locally; I understand how decisions are made 



about national issues; I would like to be able to influence 
how national decisions are made by the government; I 
feel I can influence national decisions that are made by 
the government; I would be more likely to get involved 
in local and political activities if I got something for it; I 
am really interested in getting involved in local and 
political activities 

Q9. Agreement with 
statements 

Politicians care about people like me; Politicians 
understand what people like me need and want; 
Politicians take notice of what people like me think; I 
trust politicians to make the right choices for people like 
me;  

Q10. Agreement with 
statement 

Voting is a good way to influence the decisions that are 
made about national and local issues; It is important to 
vote; People should be allowed to vote from when they 
are 16 years of age, not 18 as it is now 

Q11. Which, if any, of the 
following have you done in 
the last couple of years? 

Donated money to a good cause; Voted in a general 
election; Voted in a local election; Contacted an MP or 
local councillor; Signed a petition/an online petition; Got 
involved in a political campaign; Helped to raise money 
for a good cause; Gone to political meeting, 
demonstration, march or rally; Given your 
time/volunteered to help other people; Got involved in 
running a local club/putting on a local event; Done 
something to help make my local area a better place to 
be; Discussed politics or political news with someone; 
Boycotted certain products; None of the above; DK/NA 

Q12. In the next 12 months, 
how likely are you to 

Vote in an election; Contact an MP or local councillor; 
Get involved in a political campaign; Volunteer your time 
for a good cause; Help to raise money for a good cause; 
Try to bring about change to help others 

Q13a. Of the people on this 
list, whose attitudes and 
views would you be 
interested in and take notice 
of 

Your close family; Your friends; People who live in my 
local area (but are not my close friends/family); Other 
adults in authority (e.g. youth leaders, coaches, church 
leaders); Celebrities and famous sports personalities; 
Government and politicians; Journalists (i.e people who 
write articles in papers and magazines); Views 
expressed on blogs, forums and social networking sites; 
IF AT SCHOOL: Teachers at school; IF AT UNIVERSITY: 
Lecturers; IF AT WORK: Bosses at work; IF AT WORK: 
Work colleagues; None of these 

Q13b And of the people on 
this list, whose attitudes and 
views would you not be 
bothered about? 

Same as above 

Q14Which of the following 
do you find useful for getting 
information about issues you 
are interested in 

National newspapers; Local newspapers; TV 
news/current affairs programmes; The internet; 
Blogs/forums; Social networking sites; Magazines for 
people my age; :None of these; DK/NA 

Q15. Which of these 
statements best fits with 
how attracted you are to a 
particular political party? 

If I was asked to vote tomorrow I definitely Know which 
party to vote for; I think I know who I would vote for but 
I could be swayed;  I am not sure who I would vote for as 
I do not know enough; I don't think it is worth voting; 



Don't know 

Q16. Have you ever taken 
part in Citizenship 
Education, i.e. were you 
taught about citizenship at 
school? 

Yes; no; don’t know. 

Q17a What puts you off 
getting more involved in 
helping out with issues? 

I have no interest in these types of things; I am too 
busy/don't have time; I do not know how; I am not able 
to make a difference on my own; I think it is more 
important to look out for your friends and family; It is 
not my job to do these things; This is what we/my 
parents pay taxes for; There is no point, nothing ever 
happens anyway; Everything seems fine as it is; Only 
dull people do that sort of thing; I do lots already; Other; 
Nothing puts me off; DK/NA 

Q17b. What types of things 
would encourage you to get 
more involved in your local 
community/area?  

Need for more information/education about what goes 
on/I don’t know what to do; More information at 
schools/talks in schools/schools involved; More 
advertising of (options for helping)/notices, flyers, 
leaflets, emails; Other information/education; If (better) 
things to do/be involved with I'd help, I already do 
things; More things for age 19 plus; If have the chance, 
opportunity, if easier to take part, if involves Young 
people; If asked opinion /get our view; If results in 
actual change, if see progress, if something happened 
from doing it, real results; If I see individuals have made 
difference; Things that make change to where I live, it 
helps in this area makes batter place to live in; Promises 
to make change - it happens then goes back to what it 
was; That MPs want to make change; To raise money for 
special cause/charity; To help old 
people/disabled/disadvantaged; Environmental issues; 
If people in power /they listen to us, take notice; If 
young people feel they are being taken seriously; If 
government/MP's takes news about children/YP 
seriously, takes into consideration; To be appreciated to 
what you try to do; Government/they do not listen; If 
listened to by teachers; Something that affects my 
area/local things; Something I was interested/involved 
in/if of interest/if I feel strongly about; Something that 
affects me/happened to me/affects young people; If it 
affects my family, friends, if they need help; Young faces 
in Politics; Politicians/MPs to run country who know 
what they are doing/better; Good leadership/strong 
leader; If church more input/more christian 
programmes; Government brought country to its 
knees/rock bottom/country letting us down; More 
regional Government; If friends my age were doing/if 
enough people; Clubs/Youth Clubs/After school 
activities/youth groups/facilities for us Young People; If 
somewhere to go to meet people/to hang around/to 
occupy time; Things to get kids off street at night/more 
to do at night; More fun/exciting things for kids; 



Parks/play parks/green areas/outdoor facility; :(Free) 
Sporting facilities/gym/boxing/football/games/sports 
events/swimming; Invest money in local halls/empty 
industrial sites/buildings; Freedom pass/free transport 
to different areas; More funding for things that benefit 
community; Training courses for Young People; More 
fundays/events for young people; Trips away; Local 
groups/young mother groups; Sponsored events to raise 
money; Debates/meetings/events where; If I was paid; 
Some sort of incentive/cinema tickets/got something 
out of it; Give me a job to give self confidence/more jobs; 
Celebrity would encourage/other incentives; To give 
more encouragement; Just too busy; If I had more time; 
Would be wasting my time; Family comes before 
everything; Not interested/not bothered (in politics); I 
am too young/when I'm older; Other personal reasons; 
Not safe in area/not safe to go out/clean it up; Get drug 
dealers/get rid of druggies; Stop stabbing, being robbed, 
crime; Take away Polish immigrants; Change type of 
people living near; Police should arrest trouble makers; 
Everything is closing; Nothing here for young people, 
nothing will get done; Other local; The involvement of 
the whole community/ community spirit; Bring voting 
age down; I do voluntary work/do my best to help; More 
voting opportunities; Other answers; Nothing; DK/NA 

Which the categories A-L, 
best describes your ethnic 
origin? 

A- White British 
B- White Irish 
C- White Other 
D- *Mixed White & Black African 
E- Mixed White & Asian 
F Any other mix 
G- Asian or Asian British – Indian 
H - Asian or Asian British – Other 
I- Black or Black British – Caribbean 
J- Black or Black British - Other black background 
K-Chinese or other ethnic background – Chinese 
L- Other 
DK/NA 

GENDER MALE/FEMALE 
S2. What age are you?  

S3. Which of these best 
describes you? 

Working full time, 30 or more hours per week; Working 
part time, up to 29 hours per week; Unemployed; On a 
gap year; Pupil at primary school; Pupil at secondary 
school; Student at 6th Form College; Student at 
university; Student at college of further education; 
Student in other form of training e.g youth training; 
Homemaker; Other; :Prefer not to say; DK/NA 

Current school year  

Age at which left/expect to 
leave full time education 

 

And which of these best 
describes who you live with? 

Living at home with parent(s); Living with partner in 
parents home; Living with other adults (e.g. 
grandparents, guardian, carer; *Left home - living with 



partner, with kids; Left home - one parent family; Left 
home - living on my own; Left home - Living with 
friends/ house share; Lives at college/boarding 
school/hostel; Other; Prefer not to say 

Which member of your 
household is the Chief 
Income Earner, that is the 
person with the largest 
income 

Respondent; respontend’s partner/spouse; father; 
mother, other adult; DK/NA 

Social grade A/B; C1; C2; D/E; DK/NA 

Television area? London (Carlton) 

Eastern (Anglia) 

Midlands (Central) 

Lancs. (Granada) 

North East (Tyne Tees) 

Yorkshire 

Southern (Meridian) 

South West (West Country) 

Wales/West (HTV) 

C/Scot (Scottish) 

N/Scot (Grampian) 

Ulster TV N Ireland 
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1. Please tell us why you participated in this protest. [01whyp] 

2. In your opinion, who or what is to blame for the cuts in spending on higher education? [02whobl] 

3. What should be done to address the cuts in spending on higher education? [03whatdo] 

4. What do you think of the behaviour of the police at the demonstration? [04police1-2] 

 Not at all Not very 
much 

Somewhat Quite Very 
much 

 Cooperative      
 Aggressive      

5. And what about the demonstrators? Were they…?  [05behdem1-2] 

 Not at all Not very 
much 

Somewhat Quite Very 
much 

 Cheerful      
 
Disorderly 

     

6. Were you at the demonstration: (tick as many as apply) [06comp1-7] 

Alone?  
With your partner?  
With your children?  
With friends and/or relatives?  
With acquaintances?  
With colleagues or fellow students?  
With members of an organisation of which you are a 
member? 

 



7. When did you make a firm decision to participate in the demonstration? [07decis] 

 The day of 
the 
demonstrati
on 

 A few days 
before the 
demonstration 

 A few weeks 
before the 
demonstration 

 Over a 
month 
ago  

8. How did you find out about the demonstration? Was it via: (tick as many as apply) [08chan1-10] 

1 Radio or television  
2 Newspaper(s) (print or online)  
3 Alternative online media  
4 Advertisements, flyers, and/or posters  
5 Partner and/or family  
6 Friends and/or acquaintances   
7 People at your school or workplace  

8 
(Fellow) members of an organisation or 
association 

 

9 
An organization (magazine, meeting, website, 
mailing list, etc.) 

 

10 Online social networks (e.g. Facebook, Twitter)  
 
8b. Which ONE of the above channels was the most important source of 
information for you? (please write ONE of numbers 1-10 as indicated in the left 
column above) [08chanimp] 
Information channel number: ………… 

9. Which of the following people specifically asked you to take part in the demonstra-tion, and which 
people did you yourself ask to participate? (tick as many as apply) 

[09askby1-7] [09asked1-7] I was 
asked 
by 

 I asked 

No-one    
Partner or family    
Relatives    
Friends    
Acquaintances     
Colleagues or fellow students    
Co-members of an organisation of which I am 
a member 

   

10. Please list the names of the main organisations staging this demonstration. (please write full names 
if you know them) [10lstorg]………..……………………..……………..…………………….. 

11. Are you a member of any of these organisations? [11memorg] 

  Yes    No    Don not know/not sure 
If 'yes', what is (are) the name(s) of the organisation(s)? (please write full name(s))
  ..………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………
…………………………………………… [11nameorg] 



To what extent do you identify… 
 Not at 

all 
Not very 
much 

Some 
what 

Quite Very 
much 

with the other people present 
at the demonstration? [12idpart] 

     

with any organisation staging 
the demonstration? [12idorg] 

     

12. How determined were you to participate in the demonstration? [13deter] 

 Not very  Rather  Somewhat  Quite  Very much 

13. Thinking about the cuts in spending on higher education makes me feel: [14feel1-4] 

 Not at all Not very 
much 

Somewhat Quite Very 
much 

 Angry      
 Worried      
 Fearful      
 Frustrated      

14. Please indicate to what extent you agree or disagree with the following statements?  
I participated in the demonstration in order to… [15whypar1-6] 

 Strongly 
disagree 

Disagr
ee 

Neith
er 

Agree Strong
ly 
agree 

defend my interests      
express my views      
pressure politicians to make 
things change 

     

raise public awareness      
express my solidarity      
because I felt morally 
obliged to do so 

     

15. Below are two goals that are ascribed to this demonstration. First, indicate how important these two 
goals are to you. Second, on a similar scale, how effective do you think this demonstration will be in 
achieving these goals? [16goalimp1-2] [16demeff1-2]   

 
Defend rights of students 
and university staff  

 
Secure accessible further 
and higher education for 
generations to come 

 
Not 
at all 

Not 
very  

Some
what 

Quite Very 
much 

 
Not 
at all 

Not 
very  

Some
what 

Quite Very 
much 

Goal 
important 

           

Demonstrat
ion effective 

           



16. If you have been involved in any of the following types of organisations in the past 12 months, please 
indicate whether you are a passive member or an active member. If you are a member of several 
organisations of the same type, tick the box for the organisation of that type in which you are most 
‘active’. [17orgmem1-13] 

 

Passive 
member/ 
financial 
supporter 

Active 
member 

Church or religious organisation   
Trade union or professional association   
Political party   
Women’s organisation   
Sport or cultural organisation   
Environmental organisation   
Lesbian or gay rights organisation   
Community or neighborhood association   
Charity or welfare organisation   
Third world, Global Justice or Peace organisation    
Anti-racist or Migrant organisation   
Human or civil rights organisation   
Other 
(specify):………………………………………….…………………… 

  

17. In the past 12months, in how many different organisations have you actively participated? [18actorg] 

 None  in 1  2 or 3  In more than 3 
18. There are many things people can do to prevent or promote change. Have you, in the past 12 
months…? [19polact1-9] 

  Yes No 
contacted a politician, government, or local government 
official? 

  

signed a petition/public letter?   
donated money to a political organisation or group?   
boycotted certain products?    
deliberately bought products for political, ethical or 
environmental reasons? 

  

worn or displayed a campaign badge/sticker?   
joined a strike?   
taken part in direct action (such as: blockade, occupation, civil 
disobedience)? 

  

used violent forms of action (against property or people)?   

19. How many times have you taken part in a demonstration? [20pastpart1-2] 

 Never 1 to 5 6 to 10 11 to 20 21+ 
Ever      

Past 12 
months 

     

20. In general, how satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the functioning of democracy in your country? 
[21satdem] 



Very 
dissatisfied 

    
Very 
satisfied 

  
Do not 
know 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

             
21. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? [22polval1-4] 

 Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Neither Agree Strongly 
agree 

Government should 
redistribute income from the 
better off to those who are 
less well off 

     

Children should be taught to 
obey authority 

     

Even the most important 
public services and 
industries are best left to 
private enterprise 

     

People from other countries 
should be allowed to come 
to my country and live in it 
permanently if they want to 

     

22. How interested are you in politics? [23polint] 

 Not at all  Not very  Quite  
Ver
y 

23. When you get together with your friends, relatives, or fellow workers, how often do you discuss 
politics? [24talkpol] 

 Never  Rarely  
Sometime
s 

 
Fairly 
often 

 
Very 
often 

24. With which party do you most closely identify right now? [25partid]   

How closely do you identify with this party?  [25partcl]  

 
Not very 
closely 

 
Quite 
closely 

 
Very 
closely 

25. Below is a list of institutions. Please indicate, in general, how much you trust each of the following 
(types of) institutions: [26trust1-6] 

 Not at all Not very Somewh
at 

Quite Very 
much 

National 
government 

     



National 
parliament 

     

Political parties      
Trade unions      
Judicial system      
European Union      

26. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? [27poleff1-6] 

 Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Neither Agree Strongly 
agree 

Most politicians make a lot of 
promises but do not actually do 
anything 

     

I do not see the use of voting, 
parties do whatever they want 
anyway 

     

My participation can have an 
impact on public policy in this 
country 

     

Organized groups of citizens can 
have a lot of impact on public 
policies in this country 

     

If citizens from different 
countries join forces, they can 
have a lot of impact on 
international politics 

     

I consider everybody’s side of an 
argument before making a 
decision 

     

27. In politics people sometimes talk of “left” and “right”. Where would you place yourself on this scale, 
where 0 means the Left and 10 means the Right? [28leri]  

Left        Right  Do 
not 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1
0 

             

28. Have you heard about any similar demonstrations taking place in other countries these days? 
[optintdem] 

  

If ‘yes’, to what extent do you identify with the other people present at 

these demonstrations in other countries? [optintid]  

 
Not at 
all 

 
Not very 
much 

 
Somewha
t 

 Quite  
Very 
muc
h 

29. How many times have you participated in the following in the past? [optprotest] 

 Neve
r 

1-5 6-10 11-
20 

21+ 



Climate change march/rally       

Other environmental issue(s) 
march/rally 

     

Trade justice/fair trade 
march/rally 

     

Trade union/workers’ rights 
march/rally 

     

Development/poverty relief 
march/rally 

     

Anti-war/pro-peace march/rally       

Anti-racist/pro-immigrant 
march/rally 

     

Women’s rights/solidarity 
march/rally 

     

LGBT/gay rights/solidarity 
march/rally 

     

Creative protest/creative action      

30. Do you consider yourself to be part of the global justice movement? [optgsj] 

 Yes  No  
Do not know/not 
sure 

      
31. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? [optissueEDU] 

 Strongl
y 
disagre
e 

Disagre
e 

Neith
er 

Agre
e 

Strongl
y agree 

The proposed cuts will have a 
negative effect on my education 
and/or life chances 

     

I have no influence on education 
policy  

     

Protests like this are the only way 
for students to make their views 
heard 

     

Cuts in spending on higher 
education have motivated me to 
engage with politics  

     

Participation in this protest is a 
way for me to exercise my rights  

     

Protests like this are the only way 
for me to influence spending cuts 
in higher education  

     

32. Policies can be decided at different levels. At which level, primarily, do you think the following should 
be decided? (please tick one for each row)[optdeclev] 

 Internation
al 

Europea
n 

Nation
al 

Regiona
l 

Aid to developing countries     



Protecting the environment     
Immigration and refugees     
Social welfare      

33. Do you consider yourself to be part of the student movement? [optstum] 

 Yes  No  
Do not know/not 
sure 

34. How important are the following goals of the demonstration to you? [optgoolEDU] 

 Not at 
all 

Not 
very 

Somewh
at 

Quit
e 

Very 
much 

Ensure choice based on 
academic ability and ambition, 
not ability to pay fees (1) 

     

Protect education and research 
because they sustain the 
economy (2) 

     

Offer equal opportunity to a 
quality university education for 
all (3) 

     

Express concern that 
universities will be run by 
profit-seeking corporations (4) 

     

Which ONE of the above five goals is most important to you? (please fill in 
ONE of numbers 1-4  from the left column above)  Goal nr: ………… 

35. Are you a member of a political party? [optparty] 

 Yes      Which political party? (please write full name)..................................................... 
 No                                              ………………………………………………………………………   
 [optwunion] 

Finally, some personal questions… 

I. Are you…? [sdsexe]   Male          Female  

II. In which year were you born? [sdyrborn]          ___  ___  ___  ___ 

III. In which country were you born? [sdcoborn] ……………………………………………. 

IV. In which country do you live? [sdcolive] ……………………………………………. 

V. In which country was your mother born? [sdmoborn] ……………………………………………. 

VI. In which country was your father born? [sdfaborn] ……………………………………………. 

VII. What is your highest educational qualification? Or, if you are a student, at what level are you 
studying? (please write full name of qualification)  [sdeduc]  

……………………………………….......................................................................... 

VIII. People sometimes describe themselves as belonging to the working class, the middle class, or the 
upper/ lower class. Would you describe yourself as belonging to the…? 

 
Upp
er 
class 

 
Upper 
middle 
class 

 
Lower 
middle 
class 

 
Worki
ng 
class 

 
Low
er 
class 

 
Non
e 

IX. What is your employment situation? (tick as many as apply) [sdempl1-9] 

 I work full-time (including maternity leave or other temporary 
absence) 



 I work part-time (including maternity leave or other temporary 
absence) 

 I am freelance/self-employed (without employed staff) 
 I am self-employed with employed staff 
 I study full-time at the University of ____________________ Go to 

question XII 
 I am unemployed/between jobs 
 I am retired 
 I am a housewife / househusband   
 Other:  …………………………………………………………… 

X. In your main job, do/did you have any responsibility for supervising the work of other (or your own) 
employees? [sdemplsup] 

 No  
Yes, for 1 to 9 
persons 

 
Yes, for 10 persons or 
more 

XI. What is your occupation, or what was your last occupation? (please be specific – if you are a 
member of university staff, please state which university) [sdoccup] 

…………….……………at the University of………………………………………………… 

XII. Did you vote in the last general election (6 May, 2010)? [sdvoteyn] 

 Yes      for which party did you vote? ............................................................................ 
 No [sddidvote] 
If you want you can write down your postal and/or e-mail address so we can send 
you a short report with the results of this research project. If you are interested we 
might also contact you for further research on social and political participation. 
The sole purpose of this survey is to advance scientific understanding. If you give 
us personal contact information, it will only be used to contact you for the reasons 
mentioned above. Your personal contact information will be stored in separate 
secure files and will never be linked to your answers to the questionnaire. It will 
not under any circumstances be passed on to any third party. 
  Yes, I would like to receive a short research report 
  Yes, I would like to collaborate in future research 
Postal address: 
Name:                         
Street:                         
                 Nr.:         

City:               
Postal 
code: 

     

E-mail address: 
                           
 
If you have any comments or questions regarding this survey or research or if 
there is anything you want to add relating to the demonstration, please use the 
space below. 
 
  

THANK YOU VERY MUCH!!! 



 



Thank you for accepting this survey booklet, I really appreciate you taking the time 
as it will help me complete my PhD. It will take about 15 minutes to fill in the 
following questionnaire. When finished, simply put the questionnaire in the 
FREEPOST self-addressed envelope provided and post it (no stamp required). 
Please fill in the questionnaire individually; it is your personal opinion we are 
interested in. Obviously, your anonymity is guaranteed, there will be no way to link 
your answers to your identity. The study has received ethical approval from 
University of Southampton. 
This research will be used as part of my PhD at University of Southampton. I wish 
to investigate whether there are any relevant differences in the aims, objectives 
and motivations for young people to participate in three different kinds of political 
participation. I will give a similar survey to people at demonstrations and to 
members of youth parliaments. I will also do some follow up interviews with those 
people who volunteer to this. 
I hope that through my research be able to suggest improvements to how youth 
policy and the institutions available for young people to participate are shaped so 
that they are adapted to them and takes their interests and opinions seriously.  
Your participation is therefore vital to achieve this aim, and I hope that you will 
take time to fill in this survey. 
Emily Rainsford  
e.rainsford@soton.ac.uk 
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1. Please tell us why you participated in this meeting.  

……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..………….. 
……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..…………
…………..…………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..
………..……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..
…………………….. 
2. Are you a member of…?  

  Young Labour    Labour Students             Both 
3. Which of the organisations do you identify most strongly with? 

  Young Labour    Labour Students             Both      None 
 
4. Please tell us why you joined Young Labour/Labour Students. 

……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..………… 
……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..………… 
 
In which year did you join Young Labour/Labour Students?  
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Have you been a continuous member for that time?  
  Yes    No    Don not know/not sure 

 
5. Do you hold an elected position in Young Labour/Labour Students 
 

  No   Yes, national organization   Yes, local branch 

6. Which of the following persons approached you to join Young Labour/Labour Students? (tick as 
many as apply) 

   
No-one   
Family   
Relatives   
Friends   
Acquaintances    
A fellow student   
Members of Young Labour/Labour 
Students 

  

7. Please indicate to what extent you agree or disagree with the following statements?  
I joined Young Labour/Labour Students in order to…  

 Strongly 

disagree 

Disagre
e 

Neithe
r 

Agree Strongl
y agree 

defend my interests      

express my views      



pressure politicians to make things 
change 

     

raise public awareness about youth 
issues 

     

express my solidarity      

because I felt morally obliged to do so      

Stand for election in the future      

Work in politics in the future      

      

8. There are many ways we can find out about organizations and events, please tick all the 
information channels that you gained information from and that influenced your decision to join your 
Young Labour/Labour Students.  (tick as many as apply)  

1 Radio or television  
2 Newspaper(s) (print or online)  
3 Alternative online media  
4 Advertisements, flyers, and/or posters  
5 Partner and/or family  
6 Friends and/or acquaintances   
7 People at your school or workplace  

8 
Existing members of another organisation or 
association 

 

9 Members of Young Labour/labour students  

10 
An organization (magazine, meeting, website, 
mailing list, etc.) 

 

11 Online social networks (e.g. Facebook, Twitter)  
8b. Which ONE of the above channels was the most important source of information for 
you? (Please write ONE of numbers 1-10 as indicated in the left column above) [08chanimp] 
Information channel number: ………… 

9. Below are two goals of Young Labour/Labour Students. First, indicate how important these two goals 
are to you. Second, on a similar scale, how effective do you think this [organization] will be in 
achieving these goals?   

 

Young Labour is there to 
represent the voice of young 
people within our party, and 
campaign for rights and interests 
of young people both within our 
party and beyond 

 

Young Labour plays a central role 
in spreading the values and 
messages of the Labour Party 
through campaigning in elections, 
by-elections and regular 
leafleting, phone canvassing and 
door knocking 
 

 
 
 

Not 
at all 

Not 
very  

Some
what 

Quite Very 
much  

Not at 
all 

Not 
very  

Some
what 

Quite Very 
much 

Goal important            
Young Labour/ 
Labour students 
effective 

           



10. If you have been involved in any of the following types of organisations in the past 12 months, 
please indicate whether you are a passive member or an active member. If you are a member of 
several organisations of the same type, tick the box for the organization of that type in which you are 
most ‘active’.  

 

Passive 
member/ 
financial 
supporter 

Active 
member 

Church or religious organisation   
Trade union or professional association   
Youth council/Parliament   
Women’s organisation   
Sport or cultural organisation   
Environmental organisation   
Lesbian or gay rights organisation   
Community or neighborhood association   
Charity or welfare organisation   
Third world, Global Justice or Peace organisation    
Anti-racist or Migrant organisation   
Human or civil rights organisation   
Other 
(specify):………………………………………….…………………… 

  

   
11. In the past 12months, in how many different organizations have you actively participated?  

 Non
e 

 in 1  2 or 3  
In more than 
3 

12. There are many things people can do to prevent or promote change. Have you, in the past 12 
months…?  

  Yes No 
contacted a politician, government, or local government official?   
signed a petition/public letter?   

donated money to a political organisation or group?   

boycotted certain products?    

deliberately bought products for political, ethical or environmental reasons?   
worn or displayed a campaign badge/sticker?   

joined a strike?   
taken part in direct action (such as: blockade, occupation, civil 
disobedience)? 

  

used violent forms of action (against property or people)?   
Attended a demonstration?   

13. How many meetings of your branch of Young Labour/Labour Students have you attended…?  

 0 1 2 to 5 6 to 10 11 + 
Ever      
Past 12 
months 

     



14.  
 
How did you find the meetings?  

 Not at 
all 

Not very 
much 

Somewha
t 

Quite Very 
much 

Interesting      
Efficiently run      
United      
Hard to understand      
 
 
 

     

15. How much time would you say that you spend working for your Young Labour/Labour Students per 
month?  

 Less than 1 
hour 

2-4 
hours 

5-7 8-10 11+ 

      

      
16. How do you find the other members of Young Labour/Labour Students, are they?   

 Not at all Not very 
much 

Somewhat Quite Very 
much 

 Friendly      
 
Respectful 

     

      

17. In general, how satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the functioning of democracy in UK? 

Very 
dissatisfied 

    
Very 
satisfied 

  
Do not 
know 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

             
18. How interested are you in politics?  

 Not at all  Not very  Quite  
Ver
y 

19. When you get together with your friends, relatives, or fellow Young Labour/Labour Students 
members, how often do you discuss politics?  

 Never  Rarely  
Sometime
s 

 
Fairly 
often 

 
Very 
often 

20. Please indicate, in general, how much you trust each of the following:  

 Not at 
all 

Not very Somewh
at 

Quite Very 
much 

National 
government 

     

National parliament      



Political parties      
Trade unions      
Youth 
councils/Parliament 

     

European Union      
NGOs      
Social movement 
organisations 

     

 
 

     

21. In politics people sometimes talk of “left” and “right”. Where would you place yourself on this 
scale, where 0 means the Left and 10 means the Right?   

Left        Right  Do 
not 
know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1
0 

             
 
 
 

            

22. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements?  

 Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Neither Agree Strongly 
agree 

I have no influence on policies that 
affect me  

     

Working in Young Labour/Labour 
Students is the only way for young 
people like me to make their voices 
heard 

     

Events like this are the only way 
for me to influence the situation of 
young people  

     

Most politicians make a lot of 
promises but do not actually do 
anything 

     

I do not see the use of voting, 
parties do whatever they want 
anyway 

     

My participation in Young 
Labour/Labour Students can have 
an impact on public policy in this 
country 

     

      

XIII. Are you…? [sdsexe]   Male          Female  
XIV. In which year were you born? [sdyrborn]          ___  ___  ___  ___ 
XV. In which country were you born? [sdcoborn] ……………………………………………. 
XVI. In which country was your mother born? [sdmoborn] ……………………………………………. 
XVII. In which country was your father born? [sdfaborn] ……………………………………………. 



XVIII. What is your highest educational qualification? Or, if you are a student, at what level are you 
studying? (please write full name of qualification)  [sdeduc]  

………………………………………..........................................................................

............................. 

XIX. People sometimes describe themselves as belonging to the working class, the middle class, or the 
upper/ lower class. Would you describe yourself as belonging to the…? 

 
Upp
er 
class 

 
Upper 
middle 
class 

 
Lower 
middle 
class 

 
Worki
ng 
class 

 
Low
er 
class 

 None 

  

Did you vote in the last General Election on May 6th 2010?  
 Yes      for which party did you vote? ............................................................................ 
 No   for which party would  you vote for? ............................................................................ 
Is or were any of your parents politically active?  
 Yes one is    Yes both are 
 Yes one used to be    Yes both used to be 
 No 
XX. If you want you can write down your postal and/or e-mail address so we can send you a short 
report with the results of this research project. As mentioned at the start I will also conduct some follow 
up interviews to get a better understanding of why people participate in political parties. Please give 
your contact details below if you are interested in participating in further research. The sole purpose of 
this survey is to advance scientific understanding. If you give us personal contact information, it will only 
be used to contact you for the reasons mentioned above. Your personal contact information will be 
stored in separate secure files and will never be linked to your answers to the questionnaire. It will not 
under any circumstances be passed on to any third party. 





Postal address: 

Name:                         
Street:                         
                 Nr.:         

City:               
Postal 
code: 

     

                           

If you have any comments or questions regarding this survey or research or if 
there is anything you want to add relating to the meeting or the survey, please use 
the space below. 
……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..…………

…………..THANK YOU VERY MUCH! 



 

 



Thank you for accepting this survey booklet. It will take about 15 minutes to fill in 
the following questionnaire. I really appreciate you taking the time. When finished, 
simply put the questionnaire in either the box marked SURVEY or the FREEPOST 
self-addressed envelope provided and post it (no stamp required). Please fill in the 
questionnaire individually; it is your personal opinion we are interested in. 
Obviously, your anonymity is guaranteed, there will be no way to link your 
answers to your identity. The study has received ethical approval from University 
of Southampton. 
 
This research will be used as part of my PhD at University of Southampton. I wish 
to investigate whether there are any relevant differences in the aims, objectives 
and motivations for young people to participate in three different kinds of political 
participation in Sweden and England. I will give a similar survey to people at 
demonstrations and to members of youth factions. I will also conduct some follow 
up interviews with those people who volunteer to this. 
I hope that through my research be able to suggest improvements to how youth 
policy and the institutions available for young people to participate are shaped so 
that they are adapted to them and takes their interests and opinions seriously.  
Your participation is therefore vital to achieve this aim, and I hope that you will 
take time to fill in this survey. 
Emily Rainsford   
PhD student Politics and International Relations  
Room 2059 
Centre for Citizenship, Globalization and Governance 
School of Social Sciences (Politics) 
University of Southampton 
Southampton SO17 1BJ 
e.rainsford@soton.ac.uk 
 
Supervisors: 
Prof. Gerry Stoker  
Chair in Governance  
Centre for Citizenship, Globalization and Governance  
School of Social Sciences (Politics) 
University of Southampton 

 

Southampton SO17 1BJ 
g.stoker@soton.ac.uk 

 

 
Dr Clare Saunders  

 

Lecturer in Politics and International Relations  
Centre for Citizenship, Globalization and Governance  

School of Social Sciences (Politics) 
University of Southampton 

 

Southampton SO17 1BJ  
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1. Please tell us why think the Annual Council is important.  

……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..………… 

2. How did you find this event?  

 Not at 
all 

Not very 
much 

Somewhat Quite Very 
much 

Interesting      
Efficiently run      
United      
Hard to understand      

3. What organization do are you a member of? 

……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..………… 

4. Please tell us why you joined your organisation. 

……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..…………………….. 

……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..…………………….. 

……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..…………………….. 

……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..…………………….. 

5. In which year did you join your organisation?  
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

6. Have you been a continuous member for that time?  

  Yes    No    Do not know/not sure 

7. Do you hold an elected position in your organisation/BYC? 
 
  Yes, BYC    Yes, my organisation   No 

8. Which of the following persons approached you to join your organisation? (tick as many 
as apply) 

 I was asked by 
No-one  
Family  
Relatives  
Friends  
Acquaintances   
A fellow student  
Members of my organisation  
Youth worker  
Teacher  



9. Please indicate to what extent you agree or disagree with the following statements?  
I joined my organisation in order to…  

 Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Neither Agree Strongly 
agree 

defend my interests      
express my views      
pressure politicians to make things 
change 

     

raise public awareness about youth 
issues 

     

express my solidarity      
represent young people in my area       
because I want to stand for election 
for a political party 

     

because I felt morally obliged to do 
so 

     

Because I want to work in politics in 
the future 

     

      

10. There are many ways we can find out about organisations and events, please tick all the 
information channels that you gained information from and that influenced your decision to 
join your organisation.  (tick as many as apply)  

1 Radio or television  

2 Newspaper(s) (print or online)  

3 Alternative online media  

4 Advertisements, flyers, and/or posters  

5 Partner and/or family  

6 Friends and/or acquaintances   

7 People at your school or workplace  

8 Existing members of another organisation or association  

9 Members of the organisation  

10 An organisation (magazine, meeting, website, mailing list, etc.)  

11 Online social networks (e.g. Facebook, Twitter)  

12 Local Authority  

 
9b. Which ONE of the above channels was the most important source of information for you? 
(Please write ONE of numbers 1-10 as indicated in the left column above) [08chanimp] 
Information channel number: ………… 

11. Below are two goals of British youth council. First, indicate how important these two 
goals are to you. Second, on a similar scale, how effective do you think British Youth Council 
are in achieving these goals?   

 XXXXXXXXX.  XXXXXXXXX. 

 
Not at 
all 

Not very  Some
what 

Quite Very 
much  

Not 
at all 

Not 
ver
y  

Some
what 

Quite Very 
much 

Goal 
important 

           



BYC 
effective 

           

12. If you have been involved in any of the following types of organisations in the past 12 
months, please indicate whether you are a passive member or an active member. If you are a 
member of several organisations of the same type, tick the box for the organisation of that 
type in which you are most ‘active’.  

 
Passive member/ 
financial 
supporter 

Active 
member 

Church or religious organisation   
Trade union or professional association   
Women’s organisation   
Sport or cultural organisation   
Environmental organisation   
Lesbian or gay rights organisation   
Community or neighborhood association   
Charity or welfare organisation   
Third world, Global Justice or Peace organisation    
Anti-racist or Migrant organisation   
Human or civil rights organisation   
Political party’s youth faction   
Political party   
Youth Parliament   
Youth council   
Other 
(specify):………………………………………….…………………… 

  

   

13. In the past 12months, in how many different organisations have you actively 
participated?  

 
None  In 1  2 or 3  

In more than 
3 

14. There are many things people can do to prevent or promote political change. Have you, in 
the past 12 months?  

  Yes No 
contacted a politician, government, or local government official?   
signed a petition/public letter?   
donated money to a political organisation or group?   
boycotted certain products?    
deliberately bought products for political, ethical or environmental 
reasons? 

  

attended a demonstration?   
worn or displayed a campaign badge/sticker?   
joined a strike?   
Attended a demonstration?   
taken part in direct action (such as: blockade, occupation, civil 
disobedience)? 

  

used violent forms of action (against property or people)?   
 
 

  



15. How many of your youth council meetings have you attended?  

 0 1 2 to 5 6 to 10  
 11 + 

Ever      
Past 12 months      

16. In general, how did you find the meetings?  

 Not at 
all 

Not very 
much 

Somewhat Quite Very 
much 

Interesting      
Efficiently run      
United      
Hard to understand      
      

17. How much time would you say that you spend carrying out your role as a member of your 
youth council per month?  

No time Less than 1 
hour 

2-4 hours 5-7 8-10 11+ 

      
      

18. How do you find the other members of your youth council, are they?   

 Not at all Not very much Somewhat Quite Very much 
 Friendly      
 Respectful      

19. In general, how satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the functioning of democracy in UK? 

Very 
dissatisfied 

    
Very 
satisfied 

  
Do not 
know 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

             

20. How interested are you in politics?  

 Not at all  Not very  Quite  Very 

21. When you get together with your friends, relatives, or fellow youth council members, how 
often do you discuss politics?  

 Never  Rarely  Sometimes  Fairly often  Very often 

22. Please indicate, in general, how much you trust each of the following:  

 Not at 
all 

Not very Somewhat Quite Very much 

National government      
National parliament      



Political parties      
Political parties youth 
factions 

     

Trade unions      
Youth Parliament      
European Union      
NGOs      
Social movement 
organisations 

              

      

23. In politics people sometimes talk of “left” and “right”. Where would you place yourself on 
this scale, where 0 means the Left and 10 means the Right?   

Left        Right  Do not 
know 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

             

24. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements?  

 Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Neither Agree Strongly 
agree 

I have no influence on policies that 
affect me  

     

Working in my youth council is the 
only way for young people like me to 
make their voices heard 

     

Events like this are the only way for me 
to influence the situation of young 
people  

     

Most politicians make a lot of promises 
but do not actually do anything 

     

I do not see the use of voting, parties 
do whatever they want anyway 

     

My participation in my youth council 
can have an impact on public policy in 
this country 

     

XXI. Are you…?   Male          Female  
XXII. In which year were you born?           ___  ___  ___  ___ 
XXIII. In which country were you born? ……………………………………………. 
XXIV. In which country was your mother born? ……………………………………………. 
XXV. In which country was your father born? ……………………………………………. 
XXVI. What is your highest educational qualification? Or, if you are a student, at what level are 

you studying? (please write full name of qualification)   
 

……………………………………….......................................................................... 

 

 



XXVII. People sometimes describe themselves as belonging to the working class, the middle 
class, or the upper/ lower class. Would you describe yourself as belonging to the…? 

 
Uppe
r 
class 

 
Upper 
middle 
class 

 
Lower 
middle 
class 

 
Workin
g class 

 
Lowe
r 
class 

 None 

 

XXVIII. Was or are your parents politically active? 
 

 Yes, both   Yes, one of them   No     
Did you vote in the last General Election on May 6th 2010?  
 Yes      for which party did you vote? ............................................................................ 
 No 
 Prefer not to answer. 
 

XXIX. If you want you can write down your postal and/or e-mail address so we can send you a 
short report with the results of this research project. As mentioned at the start I will also 
conduct some follow up interviews to get a better understanding of why people participate in 
Conservative Future. Please give your contact details below if you are interested in 
participating in further research. The sole purpose of this survey is to advance scientific 
understanding. If you give us personal contact information, it will only be used to contact you 
for the reasons mentioned above. Your personal contact information will be stored in separate 
secure files and will never be linked to your answers to the questionnaire. It will not under any 
circumstances be passed on to any third party. 

  Yes, I would like to receive a short research report 
  Yes, I would like to collaborate in future research 
Postal address: 

Name:                         

Street:                         

                 Nr.:         

City:               
Postal 
code: 

     

                           

If you have any comments or questions regarding this survey or research or if 
there is anything you want to add relating to the demonstration, please use the 
space below. 
……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..……………………..………… 



 

Appendix XX Model selection resources variables 

Variables in model AIC Intercept only 

Gender 30 56 
Gender, age categories 51 199 

Gender, age categories, 
country born 

79 226 

Gender, age categories, 
country born, parents 
born 

118 263 

Gender, age categories, 
country born, parents 
born, social class 

174 316 

Gender, age categories, 
country born, social class.  

121 267 

Gender, age categories, 
country born, social class, 
open channel 

178 325 

Gender, age categories, 
country born, social class, 
open channel, asked 

229 432 

Gender, age categories, 
country born, social class, 
asked 

167 373 

Gender, age categories, 
country born, social class, 
asked, active participation 

249 483 

Gender, age categories, 
country born, social class, 
asked, active 
participation, discuss 
politics 

324 586 

Gender, age categories, 
country born, social class, 
asked, active 
participation, discuss 
politics, political activity 
scale 

407 719 



 

Appendix G comparing levels of significance for variables including motivations one at a time 

 1.Byc (AIC 
417 FULL) 

1.Demo 2BYC 
(instrumental 
AIC 451 ) 

2demo 3.BYC 
Identity 
(AIC452) 

3Demo 4BYC 
ideology 

(AIC421) 

4DEMO 

Male         

16-21 *** * *** ** *** ** *** ** 

Not asked by anyone *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 

Not mobilised through 
closed channel 

      *  

No other active 
participation 

**  **  **  **  

Active participation in one 
other  

        

Active participation in two 
or more others 

        

Never/rarely discuss politics *  * * ** ** ** * 

Sometimes discuss politics         

Fairly often/often discuss 
politics 

        

No other political activities         

Expressive political activities   **  **  **  

Money political activities **        



Action political activities         

         

Very/quite dissatisfied with 
democracy 

  * *** **  ** ** 

Satisfied with democracy * **  **  ***  * 

Quite/very satisfied with 
democracy 

 *    **   

There is no point in voting         

Agree/strongly agree *  **  **  **  

Neither       *  

Disagree/strongly disagree         

Trust in political parties *** *** *** ** *** ** *** *** 

Not at all/not very much *        

Somewhat         

Quite/very much         

Agreement with I have no 
influence on policies that 
affect me 

        

Strongly disagree/disagree        * 

Neither         

agree         

Events only way to 
influence situation for 
young people 

        



Strongly disagree/disagree      **   

Neither         

agree         

Most politicians promise a 
lot of things but do not do 
much 

        

Strongly disagree/disagree **  **  **  **  

Neither *  *  *    

agree         

         

Model 3a: Not motivated by 
instrumental (AIC 30)  

*   *     

Model 3b: Not motivated by 
identity (AIC30) 

** *   **    

Model 3c: Ideology (AIC29)  ***      *** 

Total sig variables 13 7 10 7 11 7 11 8 



British Journal of Political 

Science,

Youth 

participation and community change,

The Civic Culture, 

Political Psychology,

Journal of The American 

Institute of Planners,

Young,

In:

Political 

action: Mass participation in Five Western Democracies.

Political Action: Mass Participation in 

Five Western Democracies, 

Perspectives on Politics,

Policy 

Studies,

Australian Journal of Political Science,

In:

In:

Measures of Political Attitudes.

American journal of political science

Comparative Political Studies,

Journal of Consumer Marketing,

Social Movements: The Key Concepts, 



Administrative Science Quarterly,

Social Policy and Society,

Youth and Social Policy: Youth Citizenship and Young Careers, 

Political Behavior,

Patterns of Protest: Trajectories of Participation 

in Social Movements and Contentious Politics, 

In:

Party Politics,

Citizen Politics in Western Democracies: Public Opinion 

and Political Parties in the United States, Great Britain, Germany, and 

France, 

Citizen politics : public opinion and political parties in 

advanced industrial democracies, 

Citizen Politics, 

Political Studies,

The good citizen: How a younger generation is reshaping 

American politics

Discursive Democracy, 

American Political Science Review,

Human Affairs,

Explaining Social Behaviour: More Nuts and Bolts for the Social 

Sciences, 

The American political 

science review,

Introduction: democratic politics, legitimacy and youth 

participation, 

Understanding Youth in Late Modernity, 

Voter turnout and the dynamics of electoral 

competition in established democracies since 1945

Towards more 

Multifaceted Understandings of Party Membership.

Polity,



British Journal of Political 

Science,

In: Youth in 

Society.

British Journal of Sociology of Education,

 Journal of Education 

Policy,

The Sociological Quarterly,

Why we hate politics, 

European 

Journal of Political Research,

Handbook of Party 

Politics, Londres, Sage Publications

British Journal of Politics and 

International Relations,

American Politics Research,

European Societies,

Party Politics,

American Journal of Political Science,

The 

American Political Science Review,

Culture Shift in Advanced Industrial Society, 

Childhood,

In: Theory 

and Methods in Political Science. 

In:

Political action: Mass participation in Five Western Democracies.

Party politics,

In:



National Civic Review,

Renewal,

Representation,

British Journal of Politial 

Science,

American sociological 

review

In:

The Blackwell Companion to Social 

Movements.

Mobilisation,

Towards more multifaceted understandings of party 

membership.

Young Conservatives, Young Socialists and the Great Youth 

Abstention: Youth Participation and Non-Participation in Political Parties.

Act your Age! A Cultural Construction of Adolescence, 

British Journal of Politial Science,

Feminist Review,

Citizenship Studies,

Regression models for categorical and limited dependent 

variables

Stata Press books

Public 

Administration,



Public Administration,

Political Studies,

Social 

capital and European democracy,

Political Studies,

Young People and Politics in the UK: 

Apathy or Alienation?, 

Qualitative Researching, 

Journal of Youth Studies,

Area,

Space and Polity,

Geoforum,

Political studies,

American Journal of Sociology,

In:

How Social Movements Matter.

Political Research Quarterly,

American Sociological 

Review 

Between movement and establishment: Organizations 

advocating for youth

Annual Review of 

Sociology,

Childcare in Practice,

Journal of Social Sciences,

Joining Political Organisations: Institutions, Mobilisation 

and Particaption in Western Democracies, 

6th AWBR International Conference.

In: The 

New handbook of children’s rights.

Parliamentary Affairs,



In:

Oxford handbook of political behavior.

In:

Disaffected democracies. What's troubling the 

trilateral countries.

Comparative Politics,

The American Political 

Science Review,

Party Politics,

Critical Citizens: Global Support for Democratic Government: 

Global Support for Democratic Government

Count Every Voice: Democratic Participation Worldwide, 

Democratic Phoenix. Reinventing Political Activism, 

Democratic Phoenix, 

Civic Engagement in the 21st 

Century: Toward a Scholarly and Practical Agenda.

The Logic of Collective Action, 

British Social Attitudes: the 20th Report – 

Continuity and Change over Two Decades.

Political Participation and Democracy 

in 

Britain, 

Journal of Applied Developmental 

Science

Political Studies,

European Journal of 

Political Research,

Bowling Alone, 

Acta Sociologica,

Citizenship Teaching and Learning,

Parliamentary Affairs,



The 

American Political Science Review,

In:

Prospects for Citizenship.

Mobilisation,

Towards more multifaceted understandings of party 

membership.

In:

The Oxford handbook of political behaviour.

American sociological review

Party Politics,

Doing Qualitative Research, 

Parliamentary Affairs,

Political Insight,

Towards more multifaceted understandings of party membership.

Why Politics Matters, 

Political Citizenship and the Innocence of Youth

European Societies,

International 

Political Science Review,

Power in Movement, 

In: Citizenship and Involvement in European 

Democracies: A Comparative Analysis 

Annual Review of Political  Science,

In:

Violence in America.

International Journal of 

Children's Rights,

In:

Handbook of Party Politics

European Journal of Political Research,



European Journal 

of Political Research,

Joint Sessions of Workshops of the European Consortium for 

Political Research.

Mobilisation,

Participation and Political Equality, 

Second ECPR Graduate Conference.

Political Behavior,

In: Theory and Methods in Political 

Science. 

The World Says No to War

Teenager's Citizenship, 

American Educational Research Journal,

True blues: The politics of 

Conservative Party membership

British Journal of 

Political Science,

British Journal of Political Science,

In:

Nordic Civil Society at a Cross-Roads.

Social Forces,

Rethinking Youth, 


