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“If you will be accessing anonymous donor tissue which was collected before the 

Human Tissue Act came into force; this tissue is considered as an existing 

holding. An existing holding is material from the living or deceased that was 

already held at the time the HT Act came into force on 1 September 2006. You 

have indicated you will be using this tissue for DNA analysis as part of a REC 



approved project. You do not require consent from the donor’s family to do this 

as you will be using the tissue for an ‘excepted purpose’ which is ‘use of bodily 

material, which is an existing holding, for the purpose of research in connection 

with disorders or functioning of the human body and transplantation.’ As you are 

conducting this research under REC approval; a licence for the storage of this 

material is not required. However, if the REC approval expires and no further 

approval is sought for a project using this tissue, the tissue must either be 

disposed of or stored on a HTA licensed premises” 
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