


"Gentrification" has become a buzzword in 
working-c1ass-turned-hip neighbourhoods 
across Montreal, from St-Henri to 
Hochelaga-Maisonneuve. 

Some equate gentrification with the renewal 
of run-down inner-city areas, while others fear 
that it transforms poorer neighbourhoods be­
yond recognition, thereby alienating longtime 
residents and leading to their displacement as 

. rents and property values skyrocket. 
It's no surprise, then, that gentrification po­

larizes opinion. In Montreal, the tensions be­
tween "gentrifiers" and "gentrified" have 

sometimes gotten heated, with spray-painted 
anti-capitalist slogans finding their way onto 
billboards advertising new condo develop­
ments and on businesses' displays. 

Occasionally, reactions to gentrification have 
been even more extreme. Last November, van­
dals in Hochelaga-Maisonneuve smashed the 
windows of four upscale restaurants in the neigh­
bourhood. In 2004, another anti-gentrification 
group planted SL,( packages disguised as bombs 
at condo construction sites in the city's East End. 

Last week, 25 Concordia undergraduates and 
their professor waded into the turbid gentrifica­

tion debate. They put in roughly 2 ,000 hours of 
research last semester to determine how gentri­
fication is affecting the little neighbourhood of 
La Petite-Patrie. They unveiled their findings at 
a press conference last Thursday. 

A moratorium on condo conversions was in­
troduced nearly 40 years ago,.but that hasn't 
stemmed the gentrifying tide. The Concordia 
research study shows a steady decline in the 
availability of rental housing as more and more 
triplexes are being turned into condominiums. 
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TALKING TO JAVA U'S 
MANAGERS A ND 
CLIENTS 

Java U's man ~ement re-
fleets on the C U'SJlaJ1S 
for a cafe co-o£an won­
ders whether ev'll have 
to pay for renovations. P4 

CONU ON BILL 60 

Concordia will be the 
first university tOdhesent 
its s ance on t11e arte l' 
of Values at the National 
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INFIGHTING IN THE 
CSU 

A rift between two CSU 
executi res deepens as the 
debate k eps raging over 
how to ORen a cife co·-op 
in the Hall Building. Ps 

RIG HTEOUS RIOTS 

Director Fahim Alam 
discusses his new film, 
and we preview Cinema 
Politjca s lpCOl io<Y docs. 

SHOT THROUGH )
THE HEART 

The new art xhibit at 
the PHI Centre is fun of 
h eart - heart transplants , 
that is. 

I CHIME IN SAYING ... 

This vveek 's Fringe Give­
away \-'lrill tIi~ger flash­
backs to hig schoo1­
brace yourselve . 

THE DUTCH-ESS 
OF CONCORDIA 

Netherlands-born Stingers 
women's hockey rookie set 
to represent her native 
country in 2015 IIHF 
World Championship. 
P23 
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WHERE'S THE 
MEANINGFUL 
MORATORIUM? l J 

The lack ofenforcement of 
Montrea1's condo morato- l 
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