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Problematising Archaeological Databases Background to the ARK

ARK has been under continuous development by L - P : Archaeology since c.
2004. Eve and Hunt (2007) provides a detailed account of the motivating factors
for the development of the ARK project recording system. A summary of this is

Within the field of sociology of science and technology (SST) studies, it is now orovided below, for further info see: http://bit.ly/evehunt07.

well-established that the technical design and social values of the creators

(and users) of technologies are interrelated. Technical solutions to -
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the variety of database systems also acknowledges the implicit complexity of
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overlooking the influence of software developers on the creation of

archaeological representations? The aims of ARK, from the outset, recognised the existing issues

with the recreation of bespoke solutions to data management, but
also sought to better integrate multiple types of archaeological
representations (seen as ‘media’) into a single package.
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« What might a ‘technical code’ approach reveal about the socio-technical
development and evolution of archaeological database software? What are
the consequences of this critical engagement for archaeological practice?
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Critical Engagement

« Reflects a shift in development
focus, from ARK as a ‘media
container’ towards the development
of tools which allow wider (machine-
readable) interaction with the system
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