Flight feathers are light, strong
and stiff and allow heavy birds,
such as a whooper swan, Cygnus
cygnus, to fly.

Each flight feather has a shaft, which
changes in geometry along its length,
like the second flight feather (pictured).

Ultra high resolution Computed Tomography
reveals that the number and thickness of
differently oriented laminae varies around
and along the feather shaft.
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