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Table b. Assessment of the risk of bias using the Newcastle Ottawa Scale (NOS). A * indicates positive item, as per NOS manual.  

 Selection Comparability Exposure 

Study Is the case 

definition 

adequate? 

Representativeness 

of the cases 

Selection 

of controls 

Definition 

of 

controls 

Comparability of 

cases and controls on 

the basis of the 

design or analysis 

Ascertainment 

of Exposure 

Same method of 

ascertainment 

for cases and 

controls 

Non-

response 

rate 

Brosnan et 

al. 2008 

* NS * * * * * NS 

Corbett & 

Schupp 

(2014) 

|* NS NS * ** * * NS 
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al., 2013 
* NS NA NA NA * NA NS 
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* NS NS * * * * NS 
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* NS NA NA NA * NA NS 
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* NS NA NA NA * NA NS 
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* NS NS NS NS * * NS 
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* - NA NA NA * * NS 



Zinke et al., 
2010 

* - * * NS * * NS 

NS: Not specified; NA: not applicable 

 

 

 

 


