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 Participant Information Sheet 
Study Title: An exploration of healthcare professionals' involvement and perceptions of pressure ulcer prevention in a community setting: Implementing an interdisciplinary approach to pressure ulcer prevention
Researcher: Paul Clarkson (Clinical-Doctoral Fellow)

Co-Investigators: Dr Peter Worsley, Prof Lisette Schoonhoven, Prof Dan Bader
Ethics number: FoHS-ETHICS-2017-26132 / IRAS number: 229103
Please read this information carefully before deciding to take part in this research. If you are happy to participate you will be asked to sign a consent form.

What is the research about?

This research is about implementing the findings of a previous study that explored knowledge, attitudes and perceptions of different members of staff to pressure ulcer prevention. Questionnaires, focus groups and interviews were conducted in order to understand barriers and facilitators to collaborative working for pressure ulcer prevention. This data has been used to design an educational programme to promote an interdisciplinary approach to preventive practice. This research is being undertaken as part of a clinical-doctoral fellowship at the University of Southampton, towards the award of a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) degree. The researcher is a physiotherapist and doctoral student with an interest in tissue viability and in particular the prevention of pressure ulcers. This research is jointly funded by the University of Southampton and [the trust]..
Why have I been chosen?

Your community team has been identified to take part in a new educational programme relating to pressure ulcer prevention. This programme has been designed based on previous research and the input of experts from both the University of Southampton and [the trust].
What will happen to me if I take part?
If you are happy to be involved in this research you will be asked to complete a short questionnaire about your attitudes and knowledge to pressure ulcer prevention, both before and after the educational sessions. This questionnaire was used previously for this study, but in electronic form. Even if you completed this previously, it is fine to complete it again. The attitudes questionnaire includes areas related to personal competency, priority, impact, responsibility and confidence in pressure ulcer prevention. The knowledge questionnaire includes areas related to aetiology & development, classification & observation, risk assessment & nutrition and preventive measures. You will also be asked to complete a scale on collaborative working practices, both before and after the programme. The educational programme will be split over two separate half days approximately six weeks apart with the days arranged through your team leader. Each half day will have two separate sessions with a break in-between and a mixture of presentations, discussion and group work. 
In addition, we are interested in interviewing one member of staff from each profession represented in the team both before and after the education programme. If you are willing to take part in an interview, a convenient time will be arranged. The interview will be conducted by the researcher (PC) or one of the co-investigators (LS or PW). During the interview you will be asked open questions relating to pressure ulcer prevention, to which there are no right or wrong answers. Topics will include areas that have arisen from the previous study, including professional identity, current practice pathways, role and responsibility, fear, organisational factors, ideological messages and feedback relating to the educational programme. The interview will be audio recorded to allow for later review and will last no longer than one hour. The educational programme will be split over two separate half days approximately six weeks apart with the days arranged through your team leader. Each half day will have two separate sessions with a break in-between and a mixture of presentations, discussion and group work. 

If you agree to take part in the questionnaires/collaboration scale/educational programme and/or interviews you will be asked to complete a consent form in duplicate to provide one copy for you and one for the researcher.
Are there any benefits in my taking part?
While there are no direct benefits to taking part in this research the education programme, however may provide new insight into the prevention of pressure ulcers. 
Are there any risks involved?

There are no direct risks involved with taking part in this research. However, you may find that recalling previous experiences of pressure ulcer prevention and management in particular circumstances to be distressing. If any distress does arise you will be free to leave the session at any point. 
Will my participation be confidential?

Confidentiality and anonymity will be maintained through compliance with the University of Southampton guidelines available at: http://www.calendar.soton.ac.uk/sectionIV/research-data-management.html  as well as the Data Protection Act 1998. This will be achieved by all physically collected data e.g. consent forms, questionnaires, interview transcripts being kept in a locked cabinet and separated from personal contact details at the University of Southampton. All team members will be asked to maintain confidentiality throughout the educational programme, particularly when discussing their own practice experiences. All participants will be reminded of this at the start of each session. Once questionnaires have been completed you will be asked to put them into an opaque envelope to maintain confidentiality. Each envelope will include a code that is unique to you so that questionnaires conducted after the educational programme can be compared with the pre-programme versions. Codes will remain anonymous outside of the research team (PC, LS, PW) and will not be linked to your name when the research is published. All data will be digitised and kept on a password protected computer at the University of Southampton. All data collected will be retained for a minimum period of ten years in line with University of Southampton policy and will only be accessed by members of the research team (PC, LS, PW). Audio data will be transcribed and then deleted from the recording device. Results will be published and presented to [the trust] with confidentiality and anonymity maintained.

What happens if I change my mind?

All participants have the right to withdraw at any point without their legal rights being affected.

What happens if something goes wrong?
Should there be any concern about the conduct of the research or complaints participants can contact the Research Governance Manager on the following detail:
Research Governance Office

George Thomas Building 37

Room 4079

University of Southampton

Highfield

Southampton

SO17 1BJ

02380 598848

rgoinfo@soton.ac.uk 

Where can I get more information?

Further information can be obtained from:
Paul Clarkson, Room AA97, South Academic Block, University Hospital Southampton,
Tremona Road, Southampton, SO16 6YD, 02381 206549, Pdc1e10@soton.ac.uk 
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