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Participant Information Sheet

Study Title: Who will invest in the ecosystem services provided by Britain’s urban forests?
Researcher: Helen Davies




Ethics number: 24254
Please read this information carefully before deciding to take part in this research. If you are happy to participate you will be asked to sign a consent form.

What is the research about?

This is a PhD research project supported by the University of Southampton, the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC), the Scottish Forestry Trust, and Forest Research. The project is investigating the use of (council owned) trees located in the urban realm as a nature-based solution to the impacts of climate change in UK cities. 
Urban trees can provide a wide range of benefits to society, for example: reducing surface water flooding; providing shade during periods of hot weather; removing air pollutants; improving the attractiveness of an area; and enhancing people’s health and wellbeing. Despite this, the budget for tree planting in many urban local authorities has been reduced to zero; what budget remains is largely reserved for risk management (i.e. surveying and removal of dangerous trees) with little left over for general tree maintenance. As a result, local authority tree officers are increasingly turning towards the private sector (both businesses and citizens) to help meet this funding shortfall. 
The potential for businesses to contribute to the funding of urban trees depends on two main factors: firstly, the extent to which businesses value urban trees and wish to see them preserved and enhanced; secondly, whether businesses support the idea of a partnership between the public and private sectors for funding urban trees, and if so, what the conditions of their involvement would be. 
The researcher is therefore conducting semi-structured interviews with business representatives from the Southampton area in order to find out to what extent businesses in Southampton are willing to contribute financially to the city’s urban trees. 
Why have I been chosen?

Only those business representatives that expressed an interest in the study through a third party (such as a membership organisation), or those who are already known to the researcher’s colleagues, have been approached to take part in the study.
What will happen to me if I take part?

If you wish to take part in the study, please let the researcher know by emailing hjd1g15@soton.ac.uk. She will then email you with a consent form (which you must return to her within 2 weeks) and a copy of the interview guide (you do not need to answer the questions in advance of the interview – this is just for information). A date, time and meeting place for the interview will then be agreed upon; it should take approximately 30 minutes to go through the questions in the interview guide.

The interview will be recorded and later transcribed to enable analysis of the data. If you wish, you may see and comment on the transcript of your interview prior to the analysis stage. The final question asks if you would be willing to be contacted at a later date to discuss funding mechanisms for urban trees (this is in relation to a subsequent part of the PhD research). This will take the form of a focus group, the date and location of which are yet to be decided.
Are there any benefits in my taking part?

The researcher is investigating the feasibility of environment partnerships between the public and private sectors for funding Britain’s urban trees, so that investment in trees and therefore the quantity and quality of benefits that trees provide to people can be enhanced. The study will therefore contribute to current knowledge about how to improve quality of life and resilience to climate change impacts in Britain’s cities.
Are there any risks involved?

No risks have been identified. Regarding data confidentiality, please see below. 

Will my participation be confidential?

You will be provided with linked anonymity. This means that information provided by the businesses participating in the study will be identifiable by the researcher. However, individual responses to the questions will not be linked to any particular business (i.e. results will be generalized across all participants). Participating businesses will not be named in the thesis or any journal articles arising from the study. The university's Data Protection policy will be complied with at all times. Information that you provide during the interview will be stored on a password protected computer, and will only be used for the purpose of this study. The data will be shared with the researcher’s PhD supervisors, but will not be disclosed further without your explicit consent.
What happens if I change my mind?

You have the right to withdraw at any time without your legal rights being affected.

What happens if something goes wrong?

In the case of concern or complaint, please contact the Research Governance Manager at rgoinfo@soton.ac.uk or on 02380 595058.
Where can I get more information?

If you have any questions after reading this information sheet, please contact the researcher at hjd1g15@soton.ac.uk. 
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