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Programme note: 

 
The Clifftop Clan is a set of five miniatures for young pianists based on the book Malu’s Wolf by Ruth Craig, each 
depicting a character from the story. The eponymous wolf Kono does not get his own movement, but instead, 
his theme is present throughout and interacts with the material of other characters. Each movement focuses on 
one soundworld of the piano and restricts difficulty so performers can focus on sound rather than technique. 
The characters portrayed are as follows:  
 
 
I – Lone Wolf 

Malu finds Lone Wolf dying in the underbrush and vows to look after her cub Kono. 
 
II – Gunto 

Gunto is the Clifftop Clan’s newest hunter but he is arrogant and proud. 
 
III – Malu the Girl 

Malu dreams of being a hunter but as she is a girl she must endure the mundane tasks of clan-life. 
 
IV – Sosho 

Sosho is the leader of the Clifftop Clan and can communicate mystically with Gods and nature’s spirits. 
 
V – Malu the Hunter 

Following her adventures, Malu fulfils her dream and is invited to become a hunter of the Clifftop Clan. 
 
 

--- 
 
 
The Clifftop Clan was composed between August and December 2016 at the CoMA Summer School, Cardiff 
University School of Music practice room 1.09, and in my parents’ loft. An early version of ‘Lone Wolf’ was 
performed by Michael Finnissy on 12/8/16. 
 
This suite is inspired by and dedicated to Katherine Nunn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Note to teachers: 

 
Each movement of The Clifftop Clan is a character piece based on Ruth Craig’s children’s book Malu’s Wolf. It is 
highly recommended that the young performers of this set of pieces read the book alongside their lessons to 
enhance the programmatic nature of the settings. The book is aimed at children ages eight and up, but has 
ample detail for readers (and players) some years older than this. 
 
My musical settings are aimed at young pianists in the early stages of learning (i.e. Grade I-III). Particular care 
has been taken to ensure that the practical considerations of the work are suitable for children learning the 
piano. The work is written with smaller hands in mind and it tries not to deviate far from the requirements of 
the early grade ABRSM syllabus. As such, tonal centres are akin to those required in early grade scales, hand 
shapes remain largely static throughout each miniature, and concessions of difficulty are restricted to just one 
or two elements per movement. 
 
Beyond early grade piano syllabuses, I have also looked to sources on teaching piano, Primary music education, 
and child psychology, as well as interviews and observations with working teachers. This research has informed 
my composing method and permeated the work in ways that hopefully makes the music more accessible and 
appropriate for young performers. Examples include the focus on timbre in ‘Lone Wolf’ (widely agreed to be 
the element of sound young ears are most susceptible to), speech rhythms in ‘Gunto’ to aid style and 
articulation, and invitations into the creative process in ‘Malu the Girl’ and ‘Sosho’. 
 
It has been noted by numerous practitioners and academics that children are not prejudice to contemporary 
music until a teacher has offered a negative attitude towards it – I frequently hear expressions such as ‘no tune’ 
or ‘needlessly difficult’. My hope is that this suite of miniatures will serve as a useful introduction to a more 
diverse array of piano sounds and techniques than much of the early grade repertoire offers, created with a 
sensitivity to the needs of young pianists and their aspirations as performers. 
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Ho-la! 


