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Participant Information Sheet

Study Title: Electric vehicle drivers and their use of digital media
Researcher:
Farah Alkhalisi


Ethics number: 10640
Please read this information carefully before deciding to take part in this research. If you are happy to participate you will be asked to sign a consent form.

What is the research for?

This research project is about driving, owning or operating electric vehicles. I am a PhD candidate in the Transportation Research Group (TRG), in the Faculty of Engineering and the Environment, University of Southampton and this research will form the basis of my doctoral thesis. This research is not for, nor sponsored by, a car company, energy supplier or any other commercial entity. 
Why have I been chosen?

You have been approached as a driver, owner or operator of an electric vehicle. Your participation is appreciated and will contribute to an understanding of the future for electric vehicles and electromobility in the UK. 

What will taking part involve?

Participants will be interviewed once, either in person or via telephone or Skype, with the questions and related conversation to take an estimated 20-30 minutes. The interview will be audio-recorded and then transcribed.

A small number of volunteer participants will be appreciated for follow-up interviewing at a later date to talk about how their experience of electric vehicles may have changed over time.  

Will my participation be confidential?
Your personal details will remain confidential and you will not be quoted by name or identifying details in any submitted or published research, reports, journal papers or presentations. 

This research project has been subject to the University of Southampton’s Ethical Approval procedure and will comply with both University policy and the Data Protection Act. Interview transcripts and audio recordings will be kept on a password-protected computer and stored on the University’s secure server, with each identified only by an ID number and code; names and contact details (where taken for volunteer follow-up interviewing) will be kept in a separate file. 

What happens if I change my mind?

You can withdraw from this research project at any time and your legal rights will be unaffected; recordings and interview transcripts will be destroyed on request. 
What happens if something goes wrong?
In the unlikely case of concern or complaint about this research, you may contact the University of Southampton’s independent Research Governance Manager: 02380 595058; rgoinfo@soton.ac.uk.

27/02/2015  v1

[image: image1.jpg]