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Interview Participant Information Sheet for Academic Staff (ver. 2)
Study Title: Critical Thinking Skills for ESAP Engineering: a research into theory, practice and the development of critical thinking skills within Foundation Engineering programme     
Researcher: Sevendy Patchamuthu


Ethics number: 13639
Please read this information carefully before deciding to take part in this research. If you are happy to participate you will be asked to sign a consent form.

1. What is the research about?
I am Sevendy Patchamuthu, a doctoral student at Southampton University, UK. This research has been designed as part of my PhD project and sponsored by the University of Southampton, and it aims to investigate the existing theory of Critical Thinking skills and Engineering education and how the current curriculum and class room practice address the expectations and learning needs of Foundation Years students in terms of their critical skills to prepare them for their undergraduate Engineering programme. 
2. Why have I been chosen?

The research is aimed explore the development of criticality within Foundation Year programme, therefore, as you are currently based in one of these universities, you are in a position to provide the most appropriate data for my research in terms of your views on critical thinking skills and practices, and faculty aims to achieve this objective.  
3. What will happen to me if I take part?

When you agree to participate in the interview, you will be asked to share your views on the current development and the needs for critical thinking skills in engineering education. The interview will be conducted once, and likely to last between 30 and 45 minutes.       
4. Are there any benefits in my taking part?

Your participation in this research will raise your awareness of the current development in critical thinking skills and engineering education in the UK universities. And the data gathered might help you to question and reflect you’re your personal pedagogical approaches in the teaching of critical thinking skills in the undergraduate class. Upon your request, the summary of the findings may be shared with you. 
5. Are there any risks involved?

There are no anticipated risks involved in this research. 
6. Will my participation be confidential?
This research is conducted by abiding by University of Southampton’s ethical policy and thus your participation and the data will remain completely confidential. The data will be stored in a password-protected computer from the start date of the data collection and for another year after the completion of the data collection, and at the end of the study the data will be completely deleted from the computer.  

7. What happens if I change my mind?

You have the right to withdraw from the study, without having to provide any reason. 
8. What happens if something goes wrong?
In the unlikely case of concern or complaint, you can contact the Chair of the Faculty Ethics Committee at the University of Southampton, Professor Chris Janaway (c.janaway@soton.ac.uk, +44(0)23 8059 3424). (You might need to use English to be able to contact Prof. Chris Janaway.)
9. Where can I get more information?

Should you need further information about the research, you can contact Sevendy Patchamuthu ( sp2e12@soton.ac.uk )
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