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Debriefing
Study Title: Risk communication, training, and trust in governmental entities as factors influencing flood preparedness
Researcher Name: Leen Gammoh
          Ethics Number: 53561
Thank you so much for participating in this study. Your participation was very valuable. It has been acknowledged that you are very busy and very much appreciate the time you devoted to participating in this study. There was some information about the study that could not be discussed with you prior to the study, because doing so probably would have impacted your actions and thus skewed the study results. This form explains these things to you now.

What is the research about?

The primary objective of this study is to assess the extent to which information communication could impact flood preparedness among individuals in Jordan, also, which communication sources do Jordanian residents consider to be the most effective at conveying information about flood preparedness measures. As well as, the degree in which trust in governmental entities and training impacts flood preparedness behaviours. 

There is a heightened need of enhanced disaster preparedness through increased awareness of society and individuals within it on flood risks and effective behaviours (Ozkazanc and Yuksel, 2015, Puno, 2018). In addition to, understanding their confidence levels regarding adequacy of the preventive measures taken by local authorities during a flooding (Papagiannaki et al., 2019). Hence, with the support of public and civil society organizations, this can be achieved through trustworthy and reliable disaster communication sources and effective training programs, to make residents better informed, competent, and self- efficacious against disasters (Ozkazanc and Yuksel, 2015). Previous research showed that individuals are presented with various widely available disaster information sources that they can turn into, such as; the internet, local newspapers and TV (Vieweg et al., 2010). However, a persons’ choice of a disaster information source was found to be most influenced by elements such as trustworthiness (Steelman et al., 2015). Very little is currently understood about how an individual's information seeking choice shapes their overall levels of disaster awareness (Teo et al., 2018). 
The following are the main research questions in this investigation:

1. To what extent does flood information communication influence flood preparedness among individuals in Jordan? 
2. Which of the existing communications sources do Jordanian residents consider to be the most effective at conveying information about flood risk?

3. To what extent does disaster training influence flood preparedness among individuals in Jordan? 
4. To what extent does trust in governmental entities in general influences flood preparedness behaviours?
This is important because individual disaster awareness ultimately impacts their engagement in activities taken to prepare for a disaster 
 ADDIN EN.CITE 

(Muttarak and Pothisiri, 2013, Teo et al., 2018)
. Persons should be encouraged to undertake preparedness activities, resulting in lower risks and economic losses (Siegrist and Gutscher, 2006) and can help policy makers to improve disaster communication systems and flood-risk reduction (Kreibich and Thieken, 2008). 

Use of active deception or misleading participants

Active deception was not used in this study.

We hope this clarifies the purpose of the research, and the reason why we could not tell you all of the details about the study prior to your participation. If you would like more information about the research, you may be interested in the following:
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If you have any questions or concerns, you may contact:
The researcher, Leen Gammoh, lag1u16@soton.ac.uk or by drop-in at Building 2, University of Southampton, Room 5023.
For advice or support of any kind you can contact the following charitable local bodies in Jordan:

· Al Ghaith & Al Aoun Charitable Society, phone number +962-79-1585646

· The Hashemite Charitable Organization, phone number +962 - 6 - 5523190

· Jordan Relief Organization, phone number +962-79-5928100 
It is very important that you do not discuss this study with anyone else until the study is complete. Our efforts will be greatly compromised if participants come into this study knowing what is about and how the ideas are being tested. Once again results of this study will not include your name or any other identifying characteristics.  
If you have questions about your rights as a participant in this research, or if you feel that you have been placed at risk, you may contact the Research and Integrity Governance Manager, University of Southampton, Southampton, SO17 1BJ. Phone: 02380 595058, Email: rgoinfo@soton.ac.uk
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