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Master of I'hilosophy

o COMNSIDLRATION OF THo ROLES aSsIaliud T6 JnisH CHARACTORD

I NIWETENTH-CENTURY ENGLICH FPICTION

by Graham St.John Stott

It is the contention of this thesis that no ninetcecenthmcentury

English novelist (with the excention of William Hale White, in

Clara Hoppgood (18961) made crcative usc of Jewish values, or

characters enbodying these values, until James Joyce attempted
to do so with the figurc of Leopold Bloom (Ulysses [19221).
In the nineteenth century both philo~ and anti-semite discussed

the Jew as a projection of themselves and not as an individual

with his own 'inscape', This meant that the Jewishness of a Jewilsh
character is both dncidental and mininal. & Jewish usurer, for

exanple, is best understood as @ creation of the pgenus 'Usurer’';
only wminor considerations of the plot, or the demands of realisn,
have nade him a Jews Scott's Rebecca of York is thus a Jewess
for one rcason only: she can thereby stand outside of society and
condenn the acceptvalues of tho chivalric coded

The conventions of the ninetcenth-century novel ensured that any
topic that was non~-Christian, non-assimilable or low would reccive
short shrifts feelings about the Jews were subservient to such
conventions and the demands of genrees ©Lven George Sliot's 'Zionist

novel! (Danicl Deronda [18761) owes more to them (and the work of

Harrict Bececher Stowe) than it does to proto-Zionism; and Jewish-
conversion novels owe fiore to the conventions of sentimental and
gothic fiction than they do to the crisis of faith of any Jews

45 the dppendix suppests, cven Shylock is nmore significant (in the
context of ILlizabethan drama) as a money-lender than as a Jews

(eididi~]
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INTRODUCTION

WHEN DEAN Swift allegoriszed the "“primitive way of breaking
eggs'" he satiriged eighteenth-centufy religious disabilities;
ostensibly those of the Roman Catholics, but also those of the

free churches and the Jews, "It is computed,™ he wrote,

that eleven thousand persons have, at several times,
suffered death, ‘rather than submit to break their eggs
at the smaller end., Many hundred large volumes have
been published upon this controversy: but the books of
the Big-Endians have been long forbidden, and the whole
party rendered incapable by law of holding employments,

Swift was ridiculing the enthusiasms and prejudices of the
Protectorate and the Restoration, When Mennasseh ben Israel
petitioned Cromwell to re-admit the Jews2 - who, having first
come to Britain with the Normans, had been expelled in 1290 -
pamphleteers and propagandists soon generated an atmosphere of
bigotry in which they suggested legal codes that would even have
surpassed the ingenuity of Swift's Lilliputian scandal-mongers
and legislators. Jews, they thought, should be obliged to wear
a distinctive dress, should keep indoors on Good Friday, and
Jewish physicians should not be allowed to treat Christian
patients. There were many other suggestions; but in the sanme

pammphlets it was also argued that the Jews shculd be welcomed

1 Jonathan Swift, Gulliver's Travels (1726), ed. Louis A,
Landa (London, 1%65), p. 3°.

2 Cecil Roth, A History of the Jews in England (3rd. ed.:

Oxford, 1964), pp. 15 Tf; this was in 1650, By 1664
the re-admission scemed to be a matter of course to Charles
I1 who, "laughing and spitting", gave assurance to Rabbi
Jacob Sasportas; cf. Cecil Roth, "The Mystery of the Resettlement",
in Issays and Portraits in Anglo-Jewish History (Philadelphia,
19627, p. 106, and History, p. 172n.

/




as leavening the economy. Set against the welfare of the
economy, mere memories of the crucifixion could pale into

insignificance: salds populli was suprema 1ex;3 The history of

Jewish eméncipation in Britain is the history of this concept,
and thus by 1801, though it could still be noted that '"the word
Jew is still deemed an opprobrious epithet, and is almost
sufficient to damn any case in a Civil or Criminal cou:c‘t”,4 and
many technical disabilities remained on the Statute Book, the
spirit of pragmatic acceptance had nevertheless, in circles of
power, supplanted the spirit of prejudice., Amongst the Jews,
just as amongst the Roman Catholics, those "of wealth and
distinction certainly flourished in a1l sections of the kingdom,
notwithstanding the proscriptions of the laws”5
This acceptance of a radically intrusive racial minority
is something distinct from its integration. Integration is,
at its fullest extent, a spiritual matter, It comprehends a
vision of man's place in the universe and is a recognition that
the world has an equal place for Jews, for Big-Endians and for

oneself, This vision starts, for the Christian, with the linking

of Christ and the Christian himself:

3  Thomas Barlow, The Case of the Jews (1665), in his Several
Miscellancous and Weighty Cases of Conscience (London, 1392),

p. 653 Mordecai L. Wilensky, "Thomas Barlow's ond John Dury's

Attitude towards the Readmission of the Jews to England", JQR,

50 (1960), 175; Leonard Busher, Religions Peace: or, A Plea for

Liberty of Conscience (London, 1646), pp. 21, 22 and 33: "Then

shall the Jewes inhabit and dwel under his Majesties Dominion,

to the great profit of his Realmes, and to their furtherance in

the faith"; Hugh Peters, A VWord for the Armie, And Two Wordes to

the Kingdome (London, 1647), p. 11; John Dury, A Case of Conscience,

Whether it be Lowful to Admit Jews into = Christian Commonwealth
{London, 1656), p. 7; the Latin tag taken from Leon Poliakov,
Les Banguiers Juifs et le Saint-Siege du AIlle au XVIle Siecle
(abridged ed.: Paris, 1967), p. 51.

L Anglo-Jewish Letters, ed. Cecil Roth (London, 1938}, p. 211.

5 R. %W, Linker, "English Catholics in the zighteenth Century:
An Interpretation™, CH, 35 (1966), 295,



In a flash, at a trumpet crash,
I am all at once what Christ is, since he waos what T am, and
This jack, joke, poor potsherd, pgtch, matchwood, dmmortal
Is dmmortal diamond, diamond

And it extends to include all men as potential immortal diamonds:
"Ex quibus Stephen mumbled in o noncommittal accent, their two or

four eyes conversing, Christus or Bloom his name is, or, after

7

all, any other, secundcu carnem," Ultimately, it implies the

creation of a new mind and heart.

The eighteenth-century age of revolution created instcad
a new concept of social values. The values of the urban middle-
class became significant for the first time as they provided
alternative mores to those of the rural sqirearchhg As the
Jewish community played an increasingly important role in the lﬁfe

of the nation, so the bourgeoisie accepted them with a pragmatism

learned in the counting house, Charles Lever, looking back on

the course of the Industrisl Revolution, noted that the nation
"intending to honour industry ... has paid its homage to money”.9

As a result of the increased importance and prestige accorded

to the men engaged in broking and factoring in Hanoverian London,
Jewish involvement in such dealing came to mean toleration for

the community.qo The first of the Sephardim to return to Britain
were indistinguishable from their fellow brokers in dress, commercial

respectability or social comportment.qj Not even their foreignness

6 ¢, M, Hopkins, "That Nature is a Heraclitean Fire and of
the Comfort of the Resurrection', 11, 21-24, Poems, edd.
%, H. Gardner and N, H, Mackenzie (London, 1967), p. 106,

7 James Joyce, Ulysses (1922) (Harmondsworth, 1969), p. 563.

8 Leslie A, Fiedler, Love and Death in the American Novel
(Paladin ed,: London, 1970), p. 34,

9 Charles Lever, Davenport Dunn; or, The Man of the Day
(London, 1859), p. 683,

10  George Rude, Hanoverian London 1714-1808 (London, 1971), pp.1-1%

11 H. Ellis, Original Letters , 2nd. Ser., vol. 4 (London,
1827), pp. 3 ff.
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was unique: Huguenots, Dutchmen and Germans had already
established themselves, and the Scots - who seemecd '"just as
alien to the Londoner as the Sephardic Jews" - were beginning
to arrive from over the border.qZThe Jews were all ""gentlemen
and most of them rich in apparel, divers with jewels glittering
oes several of them arc comely, gallant, proper gentlemen”,13
and to gentlemen of such probity the City extemded a polite
hospitality, The Jews who had come to Change Alley from their
business houses in Amsterdam were already wealthy, and when
Ferdinand Caravel brought £100,000 of bullion into London every

veor - o sum equivalent to one twelfth of the current national

income -~ his acceptance, even if only as homo economicus, was

secure, Similarly, when at the end of the seventeenth century

it came about that one fifth of the Lombard Street brokers

were foreigners, and preponderantly Jewish, consciences were
quietened, Jewish jobbers, merchants and entrepreneurs were
accepted as individuals to an extent that ran counter to the
attitudes adopted towards "the Jews' as a racial group., Again,
the first Jewish peers, created in the nineteenth century, "were
interrelated, they were already possessors of foreign hercditary
baronies, they were immensely wealthy... ”.14 They had Yarrived!

and were therefore accorded their appropricte status.

12 John Carswell, The South Scn Bubblc (London, 1960), p. 63
early notice is taken of the Scottish parasite in John
Alman , A Review of Lord Bute's Administrcotion (London, 1763), pe 55.

1%  See Ellis, ref.,cit,

14 R, D, Richards, The Harly History of Banking in England
(London, 1958), pp. 27-20, 133; Hector Bolitho and D. Peel,

The Drummonds of Charing Cross (London, 1967), pp. 18, 27;

Joseph Jncobs, Jewish Contributions to Civilisation, An Bstimate-

(Philadelphia, 1920), p. 2223 Harold Soref, "The Jewlsh Peerage'l,

AJAQ, 2,1 (June, 1956), 26,




The fears of past ages could be revived by political
opportunists, and there were always memories of traditional
anti-semitic accusations: but the only association that continued
to goin currency was that which linked Jews with money. Indeed,
observers thought it worthy of comment when o Jewish community
did not contain members of the independent classe. In 1780
William Hutton noted that '"The proverbial expression 'as rich
as o Jew'! is not altogether verificd in Birmingham, but
perhaps time is transferring it to the Quakers.”15 Both Jews
and Quakers were incrensingly identified with their non-sectariecn
characteristics, and Elizabeth Isechei's suggestion that the
Quaker imnge "is less atiributable to specific ... traits of
character thon to the prosperity and interncl cohesion of the
community is cqually applicable to the Jews, The metamorphosis
of the Pecose family, notable Qunkers, dis similar to that of
meny Jewish fomilices of the Cousinhood,16 nnd such dynastic evolution
was not just typical of many in the mercantile cra it was also
(more importantly) typiczl of the aspiration of the middle class,
The wisdom of working with the¢ Sephardic immigronts of the
Restoration period soon became evident, for they were commercinlly-
useful, Their toleration soon became inevitable because, in their
socinl and commercinl goals, the Jews conformed to one of the

most precious myths of the Victorions., They subscribed to

15 Williom Hutton, An History of Birmingham (2nd., ed.: Birminghom,
1783), p. 1233 the blood nccusation, for an example of onc
slonder, returned with the Jews - sce William Prynne, 4 Short
Demurrer to the Jews Long Continucd Remitter into England fLondon,
1656), ppe 6, 7, 26«29, 33 - ond flourished: T, W, Perry, Public
Opinion, Propagonda and Politics din Bightecnth Century England
(Combridge, Mass., 1962), p. 763 Charlcs Lamb, Essays of Blic
(1823) (World's Classics: London, 1901), p. 83 ("impcrfoct Sympathies'™)
is a good example of this, though he might have been unduly
sensitive to suggestions of Jewish descent: Thomas N, Talfourd,
The Letters of Charles Lamb with o Sketch of his Life, 2 vols.
(London, 1637), vol. 1, Pe 5e

16 Bligabeth Isichei, Victorian Quakers (London, 1970), pp. 187, 185,
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such aspirantions as those oxpresscd by Charles Kingsley's Thomas
Newbroom: "I stood behind o loom mysclf, my boy, when I began
lifes; and you must do with great menns what I did with 1little
ones, 1 hove mnde o gentleman of you, you must make o nobleman

17 In all the agitation both for and ageoinst

of yourself,?
the emancipation of the Jews, the City realiscd it was talking
about and dezling with kindred spirits,

There wns, at first, 1ittle desire to go the extra mile
and, for example, admit Jews to the Frecdom of the City., But
it would be unreasonable to condenmn City merchonts and shopkeepers
for not favouring cqual competition, with the inherent risk
of their being put at o disndvantage. The Frecdom of the City
only came, as did other rights or privileges, as the necd grew
for individunl Jews to assumc, untrammclled and unconfined,
such roles ns assumed these rights, Such common scnse, or
enlightened self interest, soon brought mony fovourable rulings
in the courts. The following were granted as rights very shortly
after the rendmission: swearing upon the 01d Testement (1667),
the cbility to maintain con cction in law if not prohibited from
trade by royal command (1675), and (by precedent) the avoidance
19

of the witnessing of Jews upon the Sabbath (16863), As in Germany

17 Charles Kingsky, Yeast: A Problem (13851), Lifc and VWorks,
vol, 15 (London, 1902), p. 75.

18 Josinh Child, A lNew Discourse of Trode (London, 1693), pp.

122-127. Smollett, for example, could both distrust the Jew
(for example, Isanc Repine) or valuce him highly ns o prince of
merchonts (Mannassch): sce his Continuation of the Complcte
History of Britain, ncw c¢d., vol., 1 (London, 1763), p. 144; the
complete approval of Jewish values was left to such cccentrics
as Richard Burton (Fawn M. Brodic, The Devil Drivess A Life of
Sir Richard Burton [London, 1967], p. 265) and Lord George
Gordon: Robert Watson, The Lifce of TLord George Gordon with o
Philosophical Revicw of his Politicol Conduct (London, 1795),
ppe 77-80,

19 H, 8. Q. Henriques, The Jews snd Snglish Law (London, 1903),
p. 152,




"emancipation ... was not so much the rcalisntion of philosophical
ideas but rather the consequence of the mercantalism which needed
the Jews for certain functions in its claborate economic
mechanism.”zo

When a mon wos regarded ns the right once for the job the
law could be ignorcd. Thus Bishop Hay, in the 1740's, was, as
n Roman Cntholic, barred from the Universitics ond the College
of Physicians, Neverthceless, the Roynl Medical Society connived
ot his certifieation and practice as o ship's surgeon. Similarly
the practicnl vaolucs of Chancery and the Inns of Court, and the
passing of an annunl indemnity act for the bencfit of those non-Jews
who ncglected to take the Onth of Allegiance, ensured o Jewish
entry on the legnl scenc in the eightecnth century. Abraham
Jacobs, Abrcham Abrahams and Josceph Abrohams were all solicitors
in 1770, Though Lincoln's Inn could be gquite specific about those
who could be allowcd to perform Vexcrcises' and be called to
the bar, and wns sufficiently jealous of its honour to refuse
candidotes who hnd been in trnde or who had written for hire in
the ncewspapers, there wos only nominnl opposition to the
candidacy of the tnlented Francis Henry Goldsmid, This wns despite
the formal necd for him to take the Oath of Abjurction with its
phrasce '"upon the truc faith of o Christian', The low was
circunvented by o decision to meke a 1ow excmpting landowners,
and those requiring natur~lisation in the Americon colonics, from

- . , . 271
the need to usc this form, applicoble to Goldsmid,

20 Selmn Stern, Der Preussiche Sont und die Juden (Tubingen,

1962), p. viii, guoted (in trrnslation) by Walter Schwnrtz,
"Frederick the Grent, his Jows and his Porcelain', LBY, 11 (1966),
300,

21 Linker, "English Catholics', 309; Henriques, Law, pp.

202~053 Willizm Bale, Lincoln's Inn: Its History and
Trnditions (London, 1947), p. 253 Arthur Bryant, The Age of
Elegancce 1812-1822 (London, 1950), p. 324,
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A similar pragmatism meant that Jews were active in local
and nntional politics long before any legal entitlement was
received, and that when, in 1835, David Solomons was elected
to the City office of Sheriff, o Sheriff's Declaration ict
was passcd the some year to encble him to assume office, His
cleetion to the Council hol been challenged, but the Queents
Bench ruled in his favour, The Town Councils of Southampton,
Portsmouth and Birmingham followed this ruling: Jewish councilmen
took the oath of office prior to that of Abjuration and were
then at liberty to decline the latter without this affceting
the legitimnecy of their officce, In 1829 the Birmingham Town
Clerk rulcd that "Mr, Barnett, having madce the declaration of
office, was consequently admitted o member of council and at
liberty to act ... but by so doing he certainly ran ~ risk of
being indicted for o breach of the statute.” David Barnett
took the deelaraztion in his own way, and was not indicted.

Of course, the common opinion was that to have done so would
have shown 'bad taste”.zz As R, W, Linker noted of the Catholic
situntion, "virtually every region witnessed similar instances
in which men of good will tamed the ferocity of the law, and

compelled it to ¢all fricend more often than foo.”23

22  Alfrcd Rubens, "The Jews of the Parish of St.James, Duke
Place, in the City of London'™, in Remember the Doys: Essays
on Anglo-Jewish History Prescnted to Cecil Roth, eds J. M,
Shnftesiey (London, 1966), pp. 161-2053 4. M. Hynmson, David
Salomons (London, 1939), ppe. 53-54; Harry Levine,i Short History
of the Birminghmm Hebrew Congregation, el, A, Cohen (Birminghnm,
19567, and the Ts, in the Jewish Reference Library, Singers Hill,
Birminghom; Ms, Minute Book of the Council of the Borough of
Birmingham in the County of Warwick, vol. 1, pp. 14, 17-18 (in
the Town Clerk's Office, Birminghnm); The Birminghom Journal, 12
January 1839, p. 73 John Thackerny Bunce, History of the Corporntion
of Birmingham with o Sketch of the Earlicr Government of the Town,
vol, 1 (Birminghom, 1878), pp. 162-33 Ms, Proccedings of the Town
Council of the Borough of Southmmpton (City Archives: 8€2/1/18),
p. 573 Hompshire Advertiser, 11 November 1840, p. 4 3 4 Sclection
from the Southampton Corporation Journals, 1815-183%35, and Borough
Council Minutes, 18%5=1847, cd. A, Temple Patterson (Southampton,
1965), p. 1053 cf, Hansord, 3rd. Sera, 78 (1845), 520,

23 Linker, "English Catholics', 290,




The commercinl succeas of the Jews stimulated as nuch
resentment as it did approval, howevers; just o5 the agitation
for the repenl of the 1753 "Jew Bill" only partly arose out of
the legislation itsclf, so the opposition to emancipation was
only in part an attempt to prescrve the concept of England as
an organic Christian stzte. Though the debates, for some thirty
years, carried a theological vencer - "If a Jew approached the
Table of the House," declared Sir R, Inglis, the menber for

Oxford University, 'he would approach it ns one who declare

s

the Saviouwr an imposter' - there was a deeper, and more significant

per, 7
) . : 24 :
distrust of the "Jewish professions', It was o terrible
thought for sowme that Jews, in Parliament, "would scon obtain
a5 rmuch influence as they had already possessed over the
3-per-cent consols'; the Jew was not (they thought) to be regarded
as an Englishman simply because "he bought n coat in Monmouth
Street, or negotinted ~ loan upon the Stock Exchange." These, of
course, were the sort of considerations which influcenced the
proponents of reform: "merchants of grest credit, possecesing
rast wealth, and filling a high and respectable place in socilet

s P 1Y

: : etion, 12D
esae Ceserved emancipotion,

24 Perry, Public COpinion, p. 753 Allan Peskin, "Ingland's

Jewish Naturalisation Bill of 1753", HJ, 19 (1957), 3-32;
Hansard, NS 232 (1830) 13063 cf, Mr. Harrison Botley, who
"opposed the Jews becausce they did not believe in Christianity',
ibid., 131k; some felt that the Jisputed phrase - Yon the true
foith of o Christian® - was the key to the nnture of Parliament,
whilst others realised that the Jews were already a power in the
land and that they should be permitted to exercise it in the
House: see¢ Macaulay's remarks, Works, ed. Lady Trevelyan, vol, 8
(London, 1878), pp. 102-104,

25  Sir R, Inglis, Hansard, N8 23 (1830), 1317; cf. Sir Robert
Peel, Hansard, 35 1204 (1853), 611;:Earl of Horrington,
Hoansard, 38 151 (1858), 1262, 126é; Lord Belgrave, Hansard, 38
18 (18%3), 787; Sir James Macintosh, Hansard, NS 23 (16300, 1319.
The immense wenlth of the Jewish merchant bankers commanded great
respect: see the astoundel comment of Smith, Payne and Co. that
"they consider's Rothschild the richest man they ever knew', in
Bolitho and Peel, Drummonds of Charing Cross, p. 151.
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There were sohe Jews whom the anti-emancipationists
felt would not, in theory, cisgracc the nanme of the House,
They were those who most closcly approximated to the landed

gentry, the ancien regime of the commercinl revolution., Thesec

were, in their estimation, devout, sincerc, and they had an
ancestry of which they werc justifiably proud: dbut the lands,
traditions, hopes and interest of this gentry were in the
hills of Palestine. To represent this landed interest in a

- R 2
British nssembly was thought to be ridiculous. General
Gescoyne got to the heart of the matter when, in 1820, he
saicd that "there was 2 spirit of innovation abroad in religious

1

amtters, as well as in the commercisl, and
4] b

27

the friends of one
were the supporters of the other,” In the debate betwceen
the anti-semitic proponents of primary production, and those
. . 28

saw the virtue of exchange a2s a real cconomlc value" the
Jew ceased to be an individual and became & type., Within the
context of this thesis it will be scen ns significant that these
types are entirely non-Jewlsh in their main feantures.

The same happened with the other visions of the Jewish

- 29
o

situation. The Jews ns o liberty-seecking people and the

26  Sir D. Sandford, Hansard, 35 23 (1834), 1173.
27 Hansord, 35 18 (1833), 785.

28 Arthur Hertzeberg, The French TUnlightenment and the Jews
(Lonon, 1968), p. 77.

£

o

29 The Jewish quest for liberty and nationality was admired

and approved by Byron although he felt contempt for the
Jews themsclves, This is the same attitude he hnd towards the
Greeks (sce his statement in Thomas L, fAshton, Byron's Hebrew
Melodies [London, 1972J), p. 74). The genernl nineteenth-century
philhellenism wns accompanicd by a genernl distrust of Greck
commercinl practice: scc G. J. Whyte-Melville, The Gladiators,
4 Tnle of Rome and Juden (London, 1663), p. 27; Terence Spencer,
Tair Greoce Gnd Relic (London, 1954), p. 215 (see also the guote
from William Gell on p. 241); the blackened Greck image 1s comparable
with the blackened Jewish one and suggests that the complaints
arec stercotypical. For the "Grecce not Greeks'" attitude, sce also
William St.Clair, That Grecce Might Still be Free: The Philhellenes
in the Wnr of Independence (London, 1972), p. 151.
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Jews as industripus immigrants (in the inage of the Huguenots)BO
turned out to be nothing but Grecks, or Hugu nots, with kaftans,
This compartmentalising of responses to the Jews - the grounds
might be those of political or economic theory, but they are
largely incidental - is of dmportance for this study. That it
was done by the big merchants living off the Strand, the smaller
ones living at their premises in St.James, indeed, by the whole

of the conglomerate middle class, has significance when this

group is scen as the fons et orige:  of the novel form,

%0 John A, Garrord, The Tnglish and Immigration 1880-1910
(London, 1971), p. 905 W. H., Wilkins, The Alien Invasion
(Loncon, 1892), pp. 6-7, 10; George Harwoold, Hansard, 45 148
(1905), 823; Lord Grey, Hansard, 48 59 (1898), 734 for the
achievement of the Hugucnots, see 0. I, A, Roche, The Days
of the Upright: A History of the Huguenots (New York, ),
p. 292; Bernard D, Weinryb, "The Econsmic and Socinl Background
of fintie-Semitism', in Essays on Anti-Semitism, ed. Koppel S.
Pinson (New York, 1946), pp. 17-34; Gorrard, Immigration, p.
1663 Samuel Smiles, The Hugucnots (London, 1863), . 339
(s Smiles was not ccmmitted to a ""boow' economy - sec his
Thrift [London, 1875J, pp. 26-28 -« he was not concerned to
juggle immigration and unemployment statistics)., For Jewish
immigration, scce¢ Lloyd P. Gartner, The Jewish Immigrant in
England 1870-1914 (London, 1960) and (influencec by Gartner)
Bernard Gainer, The Alien Invasion: The Oripgins of the Aliens
Let of 1905 (London, 1972); for the unemployed in Victorizan
Londeon a recent and masterly account is Gareth Stedman Jones,
Outcast London: A4 Study in the Relationship between Classes
In Victorian Seociety (Oxford, 1971). The comparison with
the Huguenot implied either (1) that the Jew was bringing
a valunble trade with him, or that (2) he was o religious
refugee. Though the comparison tende. to clarify the issues
involved, it Jdiminished the Jewishness of the Jews under
discussion,
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CHAPTER ONE
"BARGAINS AND WELL WON THRIFTH

LS 4 novelist, Disraecli was as concerned as any man to
introduce Jewish elements into his fiction, and he had a notoble
success in his Coninpsby (1844) with the figure of Sidonia who,
like his father, is the "lord and master of the money market of

the world,"  "Sidonia is ... a god,'" W. ¥, Monwypennyy hoas

written, "and perhaps as near the deity of Disrneli's religion
. L2 a o d s e a1
as we are likely to get,' But Sidonia is more than just a

<

local, Disrcelian deity, just as he is obviously more than a
fictionalised Baron de Rothschild.3

Financinlly indepencdent, intellectually superior, he is

almost n recluse, and as Ythat man which cannot live in cin
companic, either he is o god, or a benst) secing that only
god is sufficient of himself; and a solltary life agrceth with

N

Iy
beast, Sidonin is o god for more universal rensons than

o

Mongvpenny suggested, His divinity is one with that of Timon
I ; £ ¥ s

1 Benjomin Disrnmeli. Coningsby; or, The New Generation (1844)
(Bveryman'ts Library: lLondon, 1611) . pe 177

2. W. I, Monsyperny and G. %, Buckle, The Lifc of Disraelil,
vol, 2 (London, 1912), p. 222«

%, The Sidonias are obviously the Roths childs, who were friends

of Disrnelil, but this identification does not help one
understand Sidonia's role in the novel, The success of the
Rothschilcds was a sourcce of wonder, or fear; they were explained
away by a varicty of theories, and were cast in almost every
role imaginable. My two favourite guctations illustrate this
first there is HNathanicel Rothschild as local-boy-makes-good"
“The present Mr, Rothschild, who from being a clerk in a
nercantile house in uoncheutor, has in the course of a few
fleeting years, risen so rapidly ...'" (Picrce Egan, Life in
Londonj; or, The Day and Night Scenes of Jerry Howthorn Esa.
znd Corinthian Tom [Lonﬂon, 18211, p. 109); second is this
delightful guatrain in Chaim bcrmunt, The Cousinhood (London,
1971), p. 128: 10f men like you/Earth holds but few:/ An angel
- with/i revenue',

R

trans, Jlohnl

4 Annibale Romei, The
X [epers ] @on{on,(179~1.

5 W, J. Ramsey, "Timon's I[mitation of Chris:', 88, 2 (1966),



B

and comes from the sanctification of wealth by the generous
purpos=ss to which it is put. HMennasseh, Smollett's "noble
Hebrew' qualifies on these grounds, as does Dickens's humbler
"’
figure, Mr, Rizh,
Mannassch is Smollett's practical demonstration of the

moral behind his novel, His conduct

a source of happiness and it refutes
showing that Renaldo's wealfth is o

(as Fathom mnintains) precedent to, bi

Y
ey

In Cur Mutual Frie

of the lower cchelons of Vichtorinn “inancz. He also recveals
hie dislrust of mercenary marriages, and fathers who are cconomi~
sutocrats, Those in the novel nre a rather sorry lot and Mr,
Boffin mcts as o surrogate father to Bella ﬁkilfer and John
o’
&
Rokesnmith, But, before the Boffins can be eulogi, ed and it
can be seen that money hal furned bright again, after a long,
long sust Zn the dork. 5 ot last begir ing to sparkle ir
Q
the sunligint.'” ubhts must be cast on the Boffins!'! stewardship.
Grave doubts are cast or his wensrosity and freedom of spirit
wo o I
and there is in copeequens o a need for a surrogate financiler
who 1 2doubtedl  possesses thaeze ~maljiies This is Mr, Riah, an
immortant and by no meare 2 Yneedless and unconvincing character',

Lhsolutely in wh

Lovm

house,

the

to the

3

consequence o1,

(1665) Dickens

Gdgeworth's

country

of

shows that gencrosity is

Frithom's philosophy by

o~

and not

obhility.

palnts a grim picture

kY

Mr, Montenero

LI

charity (and high

gentleman:

7 Tobias Smollevt,

The Adventures of Ferdinand, Count Fathon

(175%), ed, Da
Our Mutual Friend (1865) (New
1652),

Lan Grant
Oxford

. Dabney, Love an

(Loncon, 1971); Charles Diclkens,
Tilustrated

Edition: London,

8 Ross
on

ndon, 1967), . 159.

O

10




el

a man who lived in his own ran
defend the country from attacks
disorders from within, kept uvn a

wasteful household, entertained

or house, helped to
row without and

liberal but not

his friendsy provided

for his Jdependents and gave from his abundance to
the relicf of his poor neighbour.
A man who measured up to this standard would indeed be a "godly
man" (chasic). Real life Jewish ca wlt 1ists, like Samson Gideon,
sought to conform to such zn ideal, but the beneficent capitalist
was not, of course, a peculiarly Jewish phenomenon or myth.
Richard Wasson has rnointed out how in Bram Stoker's
The Lady of the Shroud (1909) and Dracula (1897) the vampiric

and political comwllcuujono are resolved

capitalists, In the latter tole, for ¢

IS
(&2

the
12

Tewan millionaire, provides neces
b

by pragmatic foreign

xample, GQuincey Morris
Ple,y W 7

sary capital

;ooracticelity,

and Winchester repenter rifles. The benign alien capitalist was,
in fact, ~ relatively common type in fiction. The novel's

cor = .. as n forwm, to renlism, and its melioristic and
ovtimistic view (akin to thi.t of comely) mea.t that the status quo
was seen as desivable or ot lenst reformable from within, All

that would be needled would be sufficient integrity, or ctiquette

or intelligence, One of the possible dei ex machinis that could
lick socicty into shuape would be one who could pragmatically and
irmpartinlly use greatl i‘alth¢13 Sidonia, and the others, are

(from this point of view) only Jewish for minor reasons: the

only prereguisite would seem to be alien status. HNationals of
whatever country provides the setting for the action are unsuitable;

they would be under suspicion of being

infected by whatever blight

11 Maria ﬁurrlrgto

Edgeworth,
vol, 17 (London,
England Trom the Defeat of

(181

hc Armada t

7),

Tﬁles and Novelq

o tho Jc“tb Of bl]Z abeth,

"
vol. 2 (London, 1926), 13,

12 R. YWasson, "The Politics of Dracula®’, ELT, 9 (1966), 2hk-27.
b rasaialy 3
13 Nebecca West, The Cour} and the Cnstle: A Study of the Irveractions

of Politicnl and Religious Idens i

n Iraginative Literature (London,

1958) .



had necessitated the infusion of benign capital. Bven for
TDisraeli the key to this type is foreigmwess, not Jewlshness:
even, indecd, when the models for his fiction are ummistakeably
Jewish,

In Zndymion (18260), for example, the Rothschildian social
life at Gupnersbury vlays an important part in the action, but

the family described cn residence is dimmigrant Swiss: that of a

Mr, Neuchatel. In our own day the Swiss financiers are almost
as legendary as the Jewish ones, but in Disraeli's day they were

not in any sense an alternative symbolof haute finance. "Before

Yorld “ar I very little foreign money entered Switzerland except
X e o . e )

to be invested in Swiss industries, or on loan," Besides,

the Rothschilds were Jewish: why were they given a Swiss Calvanist

background ? One renson at least nmight be suggested., Neuchatel

is a man of action and affairs, in contrast to Siconia who nust

. . - . e o . 15
be resigned to his racinl destiny: 'iction is not for me', 7

Lrthur H, Frietsche has written that Sidonia is tolerable "only
... a5 o disinterested dictator, What would Disraeli think of his
. e e 216 . ny
creation if Sidonia were not o Jew 2V In answer it should be

noted that Sidonia's important qualities are shared with Mr,

Meuchatel (who is Swiss) or, for another cxample, Mr, Bond Sharpe,

in Henrietta Tenple (18%7), (who is “nglish, and non-Jewish)j

and that the former is Jewish so that he can understand the CGreat
isian Mystery, the second is Swiss so that he can act the part
of a foreign merchant banker unhampered by disabilities, and the

latter is non-Jewish because Disrzell was not prepared to throw

i T, R. Fehrenbach, The Gnomes of Zurich (London, 1966), p. 66,

15 Disr

o

ell, Coningsby, p. 100,
16 H. Frietsche, "Action is not for me: Disraeli's Sidonia
\ the Dream of Power', ProcUASALL, 37 (1959-60), 49; that
Neuchatel was Rothschild wes immeliately obvious to the novel's readers:
H., F. Lester, Ben L'¥Ymion and Other Parodicz (London, 1837), pp. 10, 13.

S B

-
:Lﬂ.d

I

"lJ




w16

aside both tradition and the observable fact that Bond Sharpe's
foil, who casts Ferdinand Arwine into o sponging house, would,
in 211 probability, be Jewish himsclf. Disraeli was very
susceptible to the attractions of such a simple, balanced

17

contrast. And he followed type, Levison is essentially

an unscrupulous usurer, Neuchatel a generous man of wealth,

Their nationalities are Cetermined by other considerations:
Le¥ison committing Ferdinand Armine into custody, for example,
or Neuchatel being of both a foreign merchant-banking and a
parliamentary family; hence the former is Jewish, and the latter
is Swiss.

Sometimes the justification for these examples of godlike
munificence being Jewish is to be found within the narrative, but
usuzlly it is something external to the plotf Disraeli, under
the spell of New Court, or Smollett, overwhelmed by Gideon's
public spirit, are exaumvles of thisj; as are Dickens and Maria

Edgeworth in thelr creating humane Jewish characters at the

. 18
request of their correspondents.
17 When Mr, Bond Sharpe obliges Ferdinand with a cheque for

£1,500, '"Ferdinand stared, remembering Mr, Levison and
the coals" (Dl sracli, Henrietta Temple, 4 Love Story ‘0837),
introd, Anthony Hern [London, 1969), p. 315) and the contr/ut
in methods and attitudes is enhanced by the crude racial
opposition,

18 Robert Blake, Disraeli (University Paperback: London, 1969),
p. 2023 Bermant, Couulnhoom, ps 103 Robert Giddings, The
Tradition of um031ett E10ﬂaon, 1967), PP 12+m5, Gideon's geoture
must have contrasted favourably with Pitt's manipulation of the
crisis to further his carecer, see John B, Owon? The Rise of the
Pelhams (London, 1957), p. 284; Smollett was also following
the model of a humanitarian Jew in a novel by C. F. Gellert (1747 ¢
Hy, Ry 8, Van der Veen, Jewish Characters in Fighteenth Century
Fiction and Drama (Groningen, 1935), pp: 45-48; Dickens's letter
from Mrs, Davis is over-quoted: it is i1s discussed in Harry Stone,
"Dickens and the Jews', V5, 2 (1958-59), 245, but note that
Dickens does not produce a fairy-tale Jow in apology for Faging
211 he changes is the morality of the society which encloses their
roof-top worlds: cf., Qur Mutual Friend, pp. 276-281, 430, 516-17,
with Oliver Twist (1838), ed. Kathleen Tillotson (Oxford, 1966),
ppe 48-56, 101, 115; Miss Ldgeworth received her letter from Rachel
Mordechai in 1815: sce Blizsbeth Inglis-Joner, The Great Maria:
4 Portrzait of Maria Edgceworth (London, 1959), pp. 126-27.
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It would seem that when Marin Rdgeworth wns put under
pressure to create such a figure, she based her Mr, Montencro
on the non-Jdewish Lancashirc banker, Roscoe of Allerton Hall
(near LiVGrpOOl)¢19 Like Roscoe, lMontenero has a fine library
and is an art collector, He 1s cxtremely proud of his few
Murillos. Harrington's mother loves Murillo's works, but they
only have one, and that a print. DMaoria Bdgeworth could not
have escaped, had she wished to do so, from Roscoe's enthusiasn
for his Michaelangelo frieze, It is "the only Michael iAngelo
certainly original in England" he renarksj; similarly, Montenero
claims that his are anmongst the very few Murillos that are out of
Spain., Just as Roscoe is enthusiastic and outright in his
denunciation of the slave trade, so Montenero is forthright in
his condemnation and suppression of anti-semitism, Brooding
on this has made Montenero somewhat Melancholy: both are,
otherwise, benevolent-looking gentlemen, past thelr middle age.
Both speak a good form of Lnglish, though the onc's is marred
by a '"broad Lancashire dialect” and a 'strong provincial accent®,

and the other's has o '"foreign accent, and something of a foreign

The Jewishness of Mr, Montenero, then, is arbitrary; and
the personal details transferred from her Lancashire host; all

that remains, and is significant, is the example of "the bounty,

19 This derivation does not seem to have boeen noticed befores

however, Marilyn Butler points out that several incidents
in the novel have an autobiographical basis: Maria Idgeworth,
Literary Biography (Oxford, 1972), pp. 44, 248; the visit to
Ellerton Hall is described in Maria Edgeworth, Letters from Lngland
1813-184k, ed, C. Colvin (Oxford, 1971), pp., 12-15.

.
A

20 seo Harrington, ppe. 94-5,

poe 12=155 end The Corsuspondonce of A
Sir David Dalrymple land othersd, cdd, W. S. lLuwis, Charles I,
Bernott and wndrcw (e Loover.(London, 1952), p. 202, Willisn
Roscoce had boucn an cnthusiastic canpaigner for the abolition of
slaverye He had wrlttun noctry and, in 1766, a panphlct on the
subjecte
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that makes gods“.21 This type, like divinity ditself, is
not bound by sectaricn or racial considerations.

There is, however, a second and less favourable attitude
to wealth, that money has of itself = negative potential, that
it is something evil, that the desire for it is both sinful in

the individual and cancerous in society, and that radixz malorum

est cupiditas (1 Tim, 6:10), ‘ordsworth, for example, was ha
P 3 ¥ 1 j

for Richard Batemen to grow richj; but it must be done oversecas

Lo 22 . .
evil, When the manipulative

[0

for the city - especially London - 1
power of capitalism itself is secn as being n scourge upon
society the evil is best presented as being on external one and
the remedy shown as coming from within by means of some
gquasi-revolutionoary figure. It is always easier to blame allen
nonconforming plutocracy than to accept the implications of
finding those responsible for the commercial sins within

established societyd Thus "Tradesmen, Jews and Unitarians are

represented as unprincipledy vulgar, heartless beings”23 and,

21 Shakespeare, Timon of fthens, ed. J. C. Maxwell (Cambridge,
1957), he2.41.

22 Hordsworth, "Michael", 11, 268-80, in Lyrical Ballads, edd,

R. T. Brett and 4 R Jones (London, 1965), p. 234,

23 The comment is by Lady de Rothschild, Journals, Ts., Parkes
Library (University of Southampton), ps 26, on Sanmuel
Warren, Ten Thousand L Year, % vols, (Edinburgh, 1841); for
an analysis of Warren's '"bigoted Tory' morality, sece Michael
Steig, "Subversive Grotesque in Samuel Warren's Ten Thousand A
Year", NCF, 24 (1969-70), 154-168, For the mercantalism of
Unitariznism, see Hi L. Short '"Presbyterians Under a New Name'l,
in English Presbyterians: From Elizobethan Puritanism to Modern
Unitarianism, C.» G. Bolam and others (Londony 1968), p. 223
for its attraction of envy and enmity both of other dissenters
and of the Church of England, see Tarl Morse Wilbur, 4 History of
Unitarianism in Transylvania, England and fmerica, vols 2
(Boston, 1967), pp. 547, 355; and for the association with Jews:
Beatrix Potter, The Journals, from 1689 - 1897, ed., and trans,
Leslie Linder (London, 1966), p. 408. Warren has, in fact, only
two Unitarian characters of any note: the Rev, Smirk Mudflint
who is '"a bitter little Unitarian parson' guilty of eclectoral
malpractice (Ten Thousand A Year, vol., 2, p. 153, vol. 3, pp. 73,
239), who delivers (seditious and blasphemous harangues' (vol, 3,
p. 242); and Viper: bankrupt, scducer, blasphemer (vol, 1, p. 32).
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on a more exalted level, the benign influence of Quincey Morris
is replaccd by the mzlign one of 'the rich man in San Francisco
who had something to do with [the San Tomé] treasure': Mr.
Holroyd who, 'from his inviolnble sanctuary within the eleven-story
~high factory of great affairs', spends twenty pminutes each
month "running 2 manl”24
The credit basis of soclety was fiercely resented. "It
is not genius, it is not talent - a boundless mind, or infelligence

- 3
anded

25

exX

and expanded ideas that are wanted on 'changej; no: the

urse. and boundless credit, are 211 that is required there, '
.E.........-.—" b A

There is bitter irony in Kingsley's assurance

that there could not be the least harn in share-jobbing,
for though it did, to be sure, add nothing to the wealth
of the community - only conjure foney out of your neighbour's
pocket into your own - yet was not that all air in trade ?
ess that though covetousness might be idolatry, yet noney-
making could not be called covetousness; and that, on the
whole, though making haste to be rich was denounced as &
dangerous and ruinous temptation in St, Paul's time, t%at
was not the slightest reason why it should be so now.2

ind Trollope's condemnation of Melnotte - "a man who had so well
pretended to be rich that he had been able to buy and scll
properties without paying for thenm, =« wretch who has made himself
odious to his friends by his ruin who had taken him up as a pillar

27

of strength in regard to wealth' is best understood as

24 Joscph Conrad, Hostromo, A Tnle of the Seaboard (1904)

(Penguin Modern Classics: Harmondsworth, 1963), pp. 359,
128, 106, 79; this is an interesting example as, in Nostrono,
there is "an almost perfect fusion of politics and imagination,
ideology and emotion'': Irving Howe, "Order and Anarchy: the political
novel', KR, 15 (195%), 505; Winifred Lynskey, "The Role of the Silver
in Nostromo', MIFS, 1 (1955), 213 Clailre Rosenfield, Paradise of
Snakes (Chicago, 1967), pp. 47-58.

25 S. W. Ryley, The Itinerantj or, Memoirs of 4n Actor, vol,
4o {(London, 1817), p, 17. ‘

26  Kingsley, Yeast, p. 196.

27 Lnthony Trollope, The Way ‘le Live Now (1875) (World's Classics:
oxford, 1941), vol. 2, p. 356.
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proceeding from the same ground as the outburst from Lancelot
Smith: "'If T were a Christian,' said Lancelot, 'like you, I
would call this credit system of yours the devil's selfish
I s 3 IH28
counterfeit of God's order of putual love and trust,
When Jewish characters act the part of commercial
villainy the condemnation springs fron their jobbing and usury;

not from their Jewishness, Michnel Sadleir has written perce tivel
%

of the background to The "ay We Live low, that ''the international

financial adventurer had settled on London in his swarms;
embarrassed country gentlemen touched with the fever of speculation
were selling their names to shody directorates - the wrong Jews came
ever more blandly to the right houses; success was wealth, and

29

wealth was God,"" The Jews were wrong, not because they were
Jews. but because they ex 1loited this fever (and to do that, one
s Yy Y *

could be of any racc or cresd). Of course, novelists who used

28  Kingsley, fcast, p. 197

59  Michael Sadleir, Trollope: /i Commentary (London, 1927),

p. 597. When Melmotte's crime is viewed objectively it
is seen to be very 1little other than forgery (perhaps this was
why Trollope abandoned his idea of following Melmotte through
the criminal courts: D. D. ILdwards, HTrollope Changes His Mind:
The Denth of Melmotte in The YWay We Live Mow'', NCT, 18 [1963~
64), 89-91) and Trollope was Tenlistic enough to realise that
one cannot condemn a system of finance because one nan stoops
to forgery. In fact he goes out of his way to show the good
nature of onc of the Jewish characters, Mr, Breghert, who 1is
o genuinely honest man who behaves with intelligence and
forbearance (this is discussed by 4. O. J. Cockshut, Lnthony
Trollope [London, 16681, pp. 210-212). Melmotte's cardinal
cin is that he tries to be that which he is not: an English
gentleman., All cultures are equalj; but the tnglish one, because
it was native, is more equal than others, Thus, in The Prine
Minister (1876), Ferdinand Lopez 45 faulted because though
Te had "iived nearly all his life in Ingland he had not quite
acquired that knowledge of the way in which things are done
as is general among those of o certain class, and so rare
among those beneath them! (World's Classics: Oxford, 1938), vol.
2, p. 29. Lopez as himself would have been acceptable (though
perhaps not as a suitor for Bmily)s; as an ''alien tarnishing on
the bright shield of Bnglish manners'' (Sadleir, Trollope, p. 397)
he was not, Jewish exanmples of this failing were sclected as
they were the most blatant, For Trollope's accuracy of observation,
see J. A. Banks, "The Way They Lived Then: fAnthony Trollope and
the 1870's", VS, 12 (1968), 177-200,




Jewish characters in th

27~

ese roles had made a consclous choice

(perhaps sometimes & deliberately anti-semitic one) to cast

o)

A

Jewish character was

Jew as the villain

of the piece. But the odium in which a

held was often simply a matter of reportage.

It was certainly very true to 1life to record that a Mr, Levy was

well known to "young men of fashion, and considercd by their

fathers a very dangerous acquaintance',

30

Thus Mr, Harrington

considered dealing with the Jews to be a regrettable necessity

in 1ife, "something very like dealing with the devillso | Mr,

Vincent thought 'having recourse to the Jews was a desperate

32
expedlent”;)‘

and men-about-town reluctantly recogniscd that a

Jew might turn out to be a "useful friend some time or other®

for when card debts cannot be paid one must be called in: and

his "'terms are apt to be ruinous'.

353

The moneylending profession

was not entirely dominated by Jews, of course; but they were

sufficiently involved for this sort of observation to be more

in the nature of documentation than slander, Some young men
> b

like Harry Dredlington or Ferdinand Armine, ended up eilther

entailing the estate or owing more than its valuej; though authorial

sttitudes towards these wild oats varied, therec was never any

sympathy for the divine scourge of the money-lender, His =

power was too great from him to be a sympathetic figure.

Freqguentl indecd., monev-lenders are placed din comic situations
% ] a7

A

so as to minimise temporarily their threat, Thus Japhet kicks

Mr, Emmanuel down the stairs; Solomon nearly comes to blows

%0 Rulwer Lytton, "My Novel' by Pisistratus Coxton: or, Varieties
in ¥nglish Life (London, 1853),

21 Edgeworth, Harrington, p. 19.

%2 Edgeworth, Belinda (1801), ede.cit., vol. 12 (London, 18%3), D.

%3 Bdgeworth, Moral Tales (1801), cd.cit., vol. & (London, 1832),
p. 288; Troliope, The Way Ve Live Mow, vol., 1, pp. 97, ok, 359,

O
[@s)
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with Mr, Vincent's servant Juboj and Israel Fang, "infuriate
and inexorable' and prepared to have Titmarsh remanded "to the
day of his death®, is forcibly put from the court for his
Z

misbehaviour.”

4 second point is that if capitalism is scen as a source
of evil which could threaten the environment, destroy the fabric
of society and drive young girls to literal as well as metaphorical
prostitution,35 it is more comforting for the patron of Mudie's
to be able to lay the blame at the fect of alien plutocracy.
Chicago and the Rockexfellerswerc freguently cited as a source
of the plague, as werc Paris and the Rothschildsj neither race
(or family), however, held a monopoly. The founders of Vanity
Fair, the wmerchandisers who set up in opposition to the trade and
traffic with heaven, arc of this kind and are ot Jewish, The
same must be said for the majority of usurers (and their daughters)
who occur throughout the fiction of the nineteenth century.
Such Jews as do occur (and they are not that common) conform to
a literary rather than a racial stereotype in their consistently

selfish malpractice.

3L Frederick Marryat, Japhet in Scarch of a Father, 5 vols. (London,
18%6), vols 3, p. 9; Ldgeworth, Belinda, p. 307; Yarren, Ten
Thousand A Year, vol, 3 . 5 (o nice illustration of the wheel of
- ’ - ’ p ] -
Fortune: Mitmouse himself had to be put from court for a similar
P

disturbance during the Aubrey disinheritance suit [vol. 1, p. 4011).

%5 H, ¢, Wells, The Wife of Sir Isaac Harman (London, 1914), ps 31,

36 Parphlets complaining about the French Rothschilds' banking
and railway interest appear as ecarly as 1846: Robert Byrnes,

fnti-Semitism in Modern France, vol., 1 (Ilew Brunswick, 1950), p. 119;
cf. Chearles dJames Lever, That Boy of Norcott's (1869), lorks, ed,
Julia Kate Neville , vol. 35 (London, 1399), pv. 155-1563 Jdohn Bunyan,
The Pilgrim's Progress from this World to that which is to Come (1678)
(Fveryman's Library: London, 1007), pe 1063 the daughter/ducats thene
would seem to antedate its Jewish associations in Shakespeare (sece

the anonymous Timon, ed., Alexander Dyce London, 1842 )3 nmost
usurious financiers (with or without daughter) would seem to be
non-Jdewish; the following authors are a few of those who have handled
this theme: W, H, Ainsworth, B. L. Farjeon, E. L. Linton, G. W. M,
Reynolds, Mrs, O, H, Riddler, ¥, Robinson, W. P, Scargill, H, Smith.




It is not, therefore, surprising that the London business
houses which had the worst reputations were those cnncerned with
the South African diamond fields. ''There probably has never been
a dynamic group of business heads in any part of the world which
had, in the space of twenty~odd years, done so much: there certainly
has never been a similar group nore subject to political malice-

w7

and to religious and racial and social prejudice, There was a
literary expression of hostility to these "Randlords' which, as
might be expected, fallrwed its own conventinns rather than those
of turn-nf-the-ecentury radical intellectualism.3

The social gaucheness of thesc men,; such as the 'Hebrew swell
who keeps- his carriage at the West End by purchasing diamonds at
half their value in Hatton Garden"; the diamond millionaire tipped

39

by Kipvs, nr the obnoxious Reuben Rosenthall, are all variants

of that traditional figure of contempt, the nouveau riche who

would. be fashionable:

Ko splecn or malice need on them be thrown:
Nature hes done the business of lawmpoon,
And in thelr looks their characters has shown.

The suspicion of dishonesty lay upon all such, and terrible manners

37 Theodore Gregory, Erncst Oppenheimer and the Iconomic

Developuent of Southern Africa (Cape Town, 1962), p. 153
for a general introduction, sece Eric Rosenthal, "On the Diamond
Fields', in The Jews in South Africa, edd, Gustav Saron and
Louis Hotz (Londnn, 1955), pp. 105-120,

38 Cecil Roth, "The Court Jews of Edwardian England", Issays
and Portraits, p. 293%; Milton Hindus, "F. Scott Fitzgerald
and Literary Anti-Semitism: A Footnote on the Mind of the 20's",

Commentary, 3.6 (June, 1947), 508-16,

39 J. W. Matthew, Incwadi Yamij; or, Twenty Years Personal
Experience in South Africa (London, 1867), p, 200; H, G.

Wells, Kipps: The Gtory of a oimple Soul (Londen, 1905), p. 314;

E., W, Hornung, Raffles,,introd, M, R, Ridley (London, 1955),

P 394 v i

Loy John Wilmot, Earl of Rochester, "Tunbridge Wells', 11, 22-24,
The Complete Poems, ed, David M, Vieth (London, 1968), p. 74,
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were the lesst of their supposed vices: they soon becane
scapegoat figures for the pullt aroused by the imperial venture,
The whole business of colonialism only became justifiable when
illuminated by an idea, It could be an idea of service,
perhaps, or efficiency, the devotion to efficiency. But it could
. . . LB L
not be redeemed by the idea of greed. The freguently voiced
suspicions of The Times that the diamond market was run by

4

dishonest men grew from the suspicions that the trade itself was

Lo from

dishonest and sentiments such as those expressed by Trollope
during his 1877 visit to the diamond fields: "I could not but
think, as I watched the man, of the comparative nobility of
the work of a shoemaker, who by every pull of his thread is helping
. [ 3 ”43
to keep some personts foot dry.

In these instances where the Jew was under condemnation

it was because (figuratively speaking) he belonged, in these

instances, to the larger and less well-regarded classe sterile

of the physiocrats, LAgain, to see the diamond buyer, or kopje
walloper, as a disreputable pedlar was to provide him with a
literary genealogy - which in fact antedntes the resettlement,
hutolycus and his fellow coney-catchers provided the seller of
trinkets, in both town and country, with an unenviable pedigree;
just as the fawning, rapacious and completely non-Jewish Jeweller

in Timon of Athens is a non-scmitic forerunner of the avaricious,

obsequious and thoroughly dishonest Aaron Carat and the subsequent

L
literary Jewecllers of dubious, Jewish morality. 7

41 I am incebted to Joseph Conrad, 'Heart of Darkness' (1899),
for these thoughts.

L4z Oswald Doughty, Larly Diamond Days: The Opening of the Diamond
Fields in South Africa (London, 1963), p. 39,

43 Trollope, South Africa, abridged ed. (London, 1879), pe 299,

Ly Robert Greene's Coney Catcher pamphlets of 1592 would suggest
that no itinerant could be regarded as being trustworthy.

45  Timon, 1e.1.12, 15, 19, 166-80; Edgeworth, Moral Tales, p. 232.



This has, of course, little to do with the commercial
morality of real Jews in real situations. OCf any fiction it
should be said, as John Cowper Powys has of one of his, that
it is not the work in any real sense of an 'observer of 1life'',
FPowys continued that his intention 'was to convey a jumbled
up and squeezed together ecpitome of 1ife's various dimensions,
Whether they are ever condensed to this tune in real 1ife I had
not then, and have not now, the remotest ddea'; and indeed
not a single scenc, or situation, or character, or episode
in this book has been drawn in any respect, or in any sense

46

whatsoever, from real life," There is a universal law,
succinctly expressed by Frederico Fellini: "the more you mimic

. -~ .
reality the more you 1&95@ in the imitation, These are the
reasons why I cannot accept M, F, Modder's historical and quasi-
sociological approach to the study of the Jew in Inglish
1literatare., I have found no significant correlation between
Jewish characters in fiction, and their actual contemporary

9}

. . L . .
stote of emancipation, Modder's approach confuses the novelist

and preddigitateur; there must be what has been called a "subsidiory

awareness! if the amateur is both to see and appreciate a normal
representational work: Modder ignores this and, for exanmple, the
powerful tradition of the corrosive power of wenlth that we have

briefly been considerings,

L6 John Cowper Powys, A Glastonbury Romance (Mew ed,: London,
1955), pp. xi, xiv, xx,

Ly Quoted in Paul West, “hidam's Llewbic, or Imagination versus
melt, NLH, 1 (1970), 522,

48 Montagu Frank Modder, The Jew in the Literature of England
to the Tnd of the Nineteenti Century (Philadelphia, 1939).

L9 This criticism is based upon the implications of an article

by Michael Polyani: "What is a Painting?", LS, 39 (19707,
655-69 (originally in BJ4, 10 (19701, 225-236, but more polished
and with a useful photograph).



~26-~

One critic, Bdgar Rosenberg, has given thought to the
matter of tradition; but his attention has been exclusively
. \ e L - . 50 .
directed towards antie-semitic traditions and inages. These
are, of course, important; but primarily only as fill-in
materinl, He accounts for the material of the frondeur in a
racy and enjoyable manner, but ignores the basic organisation

[aeg
and purvoses of the littérateur who has shaped the work,”

Ls Kenneth Burke has written, "I would contend that one

could not properly define the gqualities of specifically

proletarian [or anti-semitic, or philo-semnitic] works until
52 L

one has first placed them in sone genus.' This is ignored

by Rosenberg, who faithfully traces the evolution of the

tradition of the Jewish umiser and his daughter without taking

time to consider the importance of the generic confrontation

between such virtues as gencrosity, charity and love (represented

by the daughter) and the interssts of a commercial house

"z

L]

(personified in the father

Maud Bodkin has remarked of Ingo (and for Venectian we might

0 Tdgar Rosenberg, FProm Shylock to Svengall: Jewish Stercotypes
) £y o JP
In English Fiction (Stanford, 1960).

51 My comparison is with the Mazarinade: a poet creates a
UMazarin'® to suit the world of his ode., This is a very
different exercise from salling close to the laws of libel,

52 Kenneth Burke, "'Proletarian' as'Pastoral'', in The Philosophy
of Literary Form (revised ed,: ¥

flew York, 1957), De. 5226

53 Thus upon the death of Josh (Mr, Joseph) Tremenerc, the
Cordelia~like Emilia suffers a nervous break-down when she
realises what chicanery and double-dealing lay behind her father's
reputation as "the greatest money~lender that London cver produced,!
(James Payn, The Burnt Million, 3 vols. [London, 1890J), vol. 1,
pp. 7-8). More actively, Marie Melmotte wished to assert her
freedom from the gpiritual sterility of her father's commerce-
ridden home, "It was evident to Sir TPelix that she did not care
to what extent she braved her father on behalf of her lover, and
now she coolly proposed to rob him," (Trollope, The lay We Live
Now, vol. 1, P. 274), The essence of the conflict is that the
men "grub so much for money and their women are kept in such
dreadful subjection®, Sir Walter Besant, The Rebel Cueen (London,
1893%), p. 54,
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substitute Jew), "what scems to emerge most clearly is the
dominance of the man by » certain force or spirit”., This is

why Harold Rosenberg is able to write: "Shylock is not ny
brother, but brother to those other Shakespearian pigstickers,
Iago, Claudius, Macbeth. One is lebelled Jew, the others Italian,

54 .
Dane, Scot,' The labels are not as important as the spirit

of "pigsticker' which is generated; similarly, nationa
considerations are not important in comparison with the traits

of economic vice and virtue that have been discussed, ‘“hen

the Poor Man's Guardian wrote in 1835, e do not live in a

Christian country - we live in a countiry of Jews, and usurers,
and parsons, and plunderers, and hangmen, and lawyers, and
shopocrats, and vampires, and soldiers, and 'statesmen' and
bloodhounds', it supplied a list of traditional gricvances
which are worthy of consideration, The enornmity of the abuses
of power dwarfs nny consideration as to the race or religilon of

-
these oppressors of the poor, 7 The longstanding nature of these

1

complaints encourage us to sec if this is true with regard to
literary parsons and plunderers and hangiien and sc on, We have
already considered Jews and usurers; the rest of this cntalogue

of villainy will f£i11 the rest of this chapter,

Sk Maud Bodkin, Archetypal Patterns in Poetry: Psychological
Studies of Imagination (London, 1934), p. 221; Harold

Rosenberg, in a Symposium "The Jewish VWriter and the English

Literary Tradition', Comnentary, 8.3 (September, 1949), 218,

55  Cited from the Poor Man's Guardian, March 16, 1833, p. 82,
in Edmund Silburner, "British Socialisi and the Jews',

HI, 19 (1952), 33,

56  This chapter, and thesis,des not attempt to say all that

should be sald about any of the novels, themes, characters or
incidents discussed, It does not attempt to provide a full
cratice} interpretation of any of the novels consulted, But it
does hope to direct the reader's eyes towards the non~Jswish
wood surrounding the Jewish trees, It will not do to believe
that "It's called jewelry 'cos ilts wostly the Jews as sell it"
(George Gissing, Born in Bxile [1892], introd. ¥alter Allen [London,
1970 1, p. 85). The context of any element is as significant as its
content: see Walter J, Ong, '"From 4Allegory to Diagram in the Renailssance
Mind®. JAAC. 17 (1958.59). 423%-40.
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One would look for Jewish ewamples of many of those
professions in vain: plunderers and hangnmen, and shopocrats
and vamplres will, with regret, be passed over; Jewish
examples of the others will show that their Jewishness is a
minor consideration,

Two prime examples of ecclesinstical villainy are
Samuel Putler's Pryer and fAnthony Trellope's Joseph ilmelius,
The latter is Jewish, the former is not; but their similarities
outwelgh this difference, Both are repulsive: Pryer being
"odims in both wanners and appearnnce', whilst Zmelius is a
"gremsy, fawning, pawing, creeping, black-browed rascal'; and
both are the worst kind of popular clergyman, IEmelius is
happy to practice bigamy (with Lizzie Bustace); Pryer, with
a horror of 'open matrimony', recommends ecclesiastical
concubinoge, Pryer flirts operly at Church, whilst Emelius,

who does believe in home visiting, reads Childe Harold to his

parishoners rather than the Bible., Both are moneygrubbers:
Emelius drew "more largely on [lizzie's] money than was pleasing
to her and her friends, and appeared to have requirements for
cash which were both secret and unlimited™; Ryer simply stole
Irnest's investment in the Collcge of Spiritual Pathology.

No one knows the antecedents of either. Pryer is an
Oxford man - an athiestical tempter of a Christian hero fresh
from Cambridge - and Emelius is a Jew, the ultimate gate-crasher
who imposes upon Lizzie Eustace, hersclf an adventuress with
an unsuitable background., BEyer, then, 1s what Emelius is: a
foreigner. (Thus the Duchess of Omnium; Madame Goesler, who
is herself half-Jewish and preying upon society, is naturally
more delicate: to her, he is z '"Bohemian'), It was necessary
for the renegade clergyman to be, in some way, an alien figure,

In that way the dnstitutions of the Church could be respected,



whilst examples of individual malpractice could be denounced,
Tt is a simple and effective trick of Butler's to opposc the
Oxford cynic and rogue to the Cambridge nailf; Trollope is

doing something similar when he places his basic contest -
Tizzie Tustace (the admiral's daughter) versus Society - within
a wider perspective: Joseph Emelius (Bohemian foreigner and
Jew) versus Lizzie Eustace and Society.57

Fmelius as a Jew, then, is relatively unimportant. His

. + 13 . . A .
role within the novel, his entire raison d'etrec, is that he

is (like Pryer, and countless others back to Chaucer's Pardoner
himself) an example of the rogue priest, He is, however, an
interesting example, because of the way in which Trollope

uses him and Ligzzie Fustace, It reminds one of the adage
"great fleas have little fleas upon their backs to bite Yen's

58

and it certainly changes one's view of the unfortunate Lizzie.

57 For Joseph Emelius, sce 4inthony Trollope, The Hustace
Dinamonds (1872) (World's Classics: Oxford, 19%0),
vol. 2, pp. 323, 330-32, 36k, 367-68, 377, 386, 483-8L, 591-96,
62%, 661, 712+20, 72L4; and Phineas Redux (187%) (World's Classics:
oxford, 1937), vol, 2, pp. &b, 5k-55, 70, 79, &7, 93, 107, 113,
127, b7, 153, 167, 172ff,, 202, 205, 269, 276, 348-49; for
Pryer, see Samuel Butler, The Way of all Flesh (1903), ed. Janes
Cochrane (Harmondsworth, 19667, pp. 255-067, 272-73, 276-77, 279,
206-87, 295, 297, 301, 303-0k, 309-10.

58 The same trick is worked, though in a Jew's favour, by

Marie Corelli, "Temporal Power': A Study in Supremacy
(London, 1902). David Jost, a Jewish financier and ncwspaper
proprietor, is at first written up as the villain of the rather
silly pilece. A "fat Jew-spider’ (pp. 193, 298), his life ''was
black with villainy and intrigue of the most shameless kind"
(p., 193), Bowever, just when we are accepting his machinations
as the novel's parameter of self-sccking viciousness, Miss
Corelli peforms the Emelius/Lizzie trick, Neither Jost, nor
Peylorousse (i.e,, Joseph Chamberlain), it is revealed, are the
moral cancer at the heart of socictys Their schenes for war-
profiteering caanot compare with the villainy of the Society
of Jesus: the Jesuits not only foment unrest but they are also
prepared to betray, murder and subvert public religion and morality.
The Jew, place? beside the Jesuilt, almost reccives Miss Corelli's
sympathy (pp. 192, 252, 298, 356, 401-02, 406)., (Complete sympathy
would have been impossible: see The Sorrows of Satani or, The Strange
Experiences of one Geoffrey Tempest, Millionaire: 4 Romance London,

1895 1, pp. LO5-L).




The conservatism of the discussions of religious topics
in nineteenth-century fiction usually weant that the alien
or extra-social nature of the Jewish character caused his
religious beliefs to be dismissed as being, at the best, those
of a hypocrite or a bigot., 4 Jew would naturally be classed
as raw material for a portrait of a falsc priest, or Christian.
The schematic manipulation of Jews and Judaism in the novel
is clearly seen, however, when this is reversed if the dominant
religion of the fictional society is Roman Catholic and a

59

contrast is desired,

59 The long English tradition of anti-Roman dissent stretches
beyond the Henrican reformation, and nmakes 1t an ewmotionally
significant event: David Matthew, Catholicism in England: The Portrait

of a Minority in Culture and Tradition (London, 1948), pp. 15-18;
Hans J. Hildebrand, Christendom Divided (London, 1971), pp. 169-71;
Rose lMacaulay, The Pleasurcs of Ruins (London, 1953), p. 173 much

of Tudor literature was spiced with some 'guip or jest" against the
Pope (and there was a flood of anti-Papist interludes, fables, ballads
and minstrel songs), and two centuries later the Gothic novelist
found the subject to be equnlly interesting - despite an ignorance

of the precise points of theology under dispute: Richard Verstegan,
The Letters and Despatches, ed, &, G, Petto, Pub.CRS, 52 (London,
1959), pp. 2 ff.; Montagu Summers, The Gothic Guest, 4 History of

the Gothic Novel (London, [ 1938 ), pp. 32, 196=97. An insight

into the status of the Jews in an anti-Catholic context can be

gained by considering the discussion of the Jews in the hands of

the Inguisition, The Jews, though "a wicked nation, hated by God
and man' because of their persistent heresy, were sympathetically
regarded ns the victims of cruelty and horrid obuses., Affecting
spectacles of a cruelly distresses and niserable people could always
raise a tear. The Jews were 'broken by miseries", whilst the Holy
Office was denounced as motivated by an intemperate ''zeal for
Christianity"., Most strange of all, a kind of heroism was scen in
copulation: despite 2ll that the Catholics could do, "yet still the
posterity of the Jews greatly nmultiplied in Spain'. John Marchant,
The Bloody Tribunal; or, An Antidote lgainst Popery (London, 1766),
p. 4b: J. J. Stockdale, The History of the Inguisitions; Including
the Sceret Transaations of these Horrific Tribunals (London, 1810),
pp. 112-13: Philip a Liwborch, The History of the Inquisition, trans.
Samuel Chandler, vol. 2 (London, 1731), p. 97. 4 choice piece of
mental lépgerdemain produces the conclusion that the Talmud is of
value because it speaks contenmptuously of the Catholic Church:

Anon,, The History of the Inguisition of Spain from its Origin under
Pope Innocent III to its Abolition by the DETESTED Napoleon Bonaparte
and Restoration by the BELOVED Ferdinand: Including an Zccount of the
Private Practices of the Inquisitors, their Various Horrid Modes of
Torture, Forms of Public Trials, Holy Inquisitors Scraglio, &c &c
(London, [n.d.d), p. 1%, There werec panphlets as carly as 1625,

and indignant publications as late as 1828, all prepared to look
with kindness upon the Jewse.




The Jewish characters in Melmoth the UYanderer (1820)

have a certain heroism thrust upon thewm because they are
not of the Catholic Church: "Reflect, dear Juan," Alonzo
wrote to his brother, "that I am staked against a community,
a priesthood, a nation'; the Jews, in fact, provided the
only escape route.6o There is o respectable nuwmber of Jews
who serve, in novels, as witnesses against Catholicisn,
The Mandering Jew is one example, as is his assistant in Tugcne
Sue's influential account, Sanuel, the grandson of a Jewish
martyr, is perhaps a little too faithful and God-fearing but
these qualities are given hinm to assist in the fight with a
Society of Jesus which is directly compared with Thuggism,
Maturin's Jews, however, do more than draw attention to the
Church's control of Spain, He uses them as Hardy wos to use
the reddlemen on Egdon Heath: "seen by some as incarnations
of the devil" one, possessing a ""good-nature, and an acuteness
as extreme as 1t could be without verging on craft’ is able
to extend the reader's concept of social morality, just as
Emelius by his intervention in the story of Ligzzie Fustace
. A . . ., 62
is able to give depth to the notion of immorality,

When John Melmoth arrives at his lodge he is horrified
at the superstition of his peasantry (typified by the governante
and Biddy Brannigan); these good souls are themselves shocked

by Alonzo Moncada's use of Spanish in his devotions; and

Alonzo himself is siwmilarly filled with horror by Fernan di

60  Charles Robert Maturin, Melmoth the Wandercr (1820), ed,
Douglas Grant (London, 1960), p. 179; the Seville colony
is the only place where Alonzo is sccure from the Holy Office

(p. 268),

61 Maria Joseph Eugene Sue, The Wandering Jew: A Tale of the
Jesuits, 3% vols, (London, 1044),

€2  Merryn Williams, Thomas Hardy and Rural Bngland (London, 1972),
pp. 143, 138,
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63
Nunegz's use of Hebrew ritual. -

This is a comic sequence; buty,
on the one hand it builds up in the rcader a desirc to reject
intolerance (which is primarily exemplified by the Catholic

w . 6k
Church, the conventual orders and the Inquisition) and on

the other it is a preparation for the figure of Adonijah,

6%  Maturin, Melmoth the UWanderer, pp. 27, 69-70, 210 ff.;
Charles Henry Lea, A History of the Inguisition of Spain,

vol. 3 (London, 1907), pp. 300-01, gives examples of the

initiation of Jewish children when they reached m

naturity.

64 15 well as Lea's History of the Inquisition of Spain,
which is the standard work on the subject, see L. S,

Turbeville, The Spanish Inquisition (London, 193%2); Elizabeth

Peist Hirsch, "Portuguese Humanists and the Inquisition in the

Sixteenth Century”, AfR, 46 (1955), 47-67; L. de hlberti and

4. B, ¥, Chapman, Bnglish Merchants and the Spanish Inquisition

in the Canarics, Camden Society: 3rd Series, 23 (Tondon, 1912);
Pauline Croft, "Englishmen and the Spanish Inguisition 1558-1625",

EER, 87 (1972), 249-268; B, Netanyahu, The Marranos of Spain from
fhe Late XIVth to the marly XVih Century hAccording to Contemporary
Hebrew Sources (New York, 1966), for a sound background to what

was a very real source of horror to Maturin and his contenporaries.
The Inquisition was of interest to his generation because its
closure by Joseph Bonaparte had only lasted until the restoration
of Ferdinand VII, The year Mclmoth the Wanderer was published
(1820) its powers were abolished by the constitutional revolution
(though it was restore? again in 1825, the last victim relapscd

in 1826, and it was only finally abolished in 1834): cf. Cecil

Roth, A History of the Marranos (Philadelphia, 1932), p. 354,
Imposters and mountebanks were cxploiting this interest. In

Paris, Maria Bdgeworth met "a Spaniard, squat, black haired, black

browed and black eyed, with an infernal countenance, who has

written the History of the Inguisition, and who related to us

how he had becn sent to o monastery en pénitence by the Ingquisition,

and had escaped by presenting a certain number of kilogrammes

of good chocolate to the monks, who represcnted him as very
penitent," (¥, V, Barry, Maria Edgeworth: Chosen Letters ELondon,
19311, p. 257). The blood-stained hands and sardonic faces of

¥imenes and Torquemada as they hurried from heretic to Jew and

then to private flagellation haunted the public imagination,

Later in the century, during the Appian Gate storm, writers

searching for examples of the Catholic threat did not realistically
examine the number of poor and violent Irish Catholics in London,.

Nor did they turn to the subterfuges, lies and plots of some of

the priests of the Jesuit mission to Blizsbethan England, Instead
they thrilled their rcaders with Ximenes, Torguemada and the

Holy Office: see Sheridan Gilley, "Protestant London, No-FPopery

and the Irish Poor', RH, 10 (1970), 212, Other works to feature

Jews versus Catholics include: Matthew G. Lewis, The Monk (1796),
d. Louis F. Peck (New York, 1959); Willian Godwin, St,Leon: A Tale
of the Sixtecnth Century (London, 1799); Dulwer Lytton, Leila; or,

The Sio.ge of Granada (London, 1838)3 Grace hguilar, "The Fugitive',

in Home Scenes and Heart Studies (London, 1843), and Vale of Cedarsj

=

or, The Martyr (London, 1850); Celia Moss Levetus, The King's
Physician and Other Stories (Portsmouth, 1867),
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The Romantic metaphysical rebellion was dominated by

two figures, Cain and fhasuerus; in Maturin's novel, Melmoth

: : . s . 65

is briefly identificd with both. 48 the novel unfolds a
corrective is needed to prevent the reader taking the Ahasuerus
suggestion too sericusly: consequently there is the anti-ihasuerus
igure of fdonijah. This is merely a new variation of the
0ld gambit, for, once again, a Jewlsh man of straw is being

o

set up. Adonijah is made to scem evil and ridiculous by turns,

W

{

so that parallels with Melmoth can be presentec, Just as
larie Corelli darkens the moral hue of her Jesuits by placing
them in the shadow of David Jost, Bo Maturin affects the light
falling on Melmoth qua Wandercr by using Adonijah as a filter,
Ldonijah might be, in theory, the patriarch of = Marrano group,
but he is, actunlly, only a foil to Melnoth, His Jewishness,
when broken down, is only a series elcments which match the
successive theories the reader has been forced to form to account
for Melmoth's real nature, His Judaism is irrelevant; his function
within the novel is not.66

idonijah's function is limited just ns such by type (or
more accurately, the demands of an anti-type) as is that of

Emelius, or Sidonia, TFor all three the conventions of the genre

65 Peter L. Thorslev, Jr., The Byronic Hero: Types and
Prototypes (Minneapolis, 1962), pp. 197, 107, 90; Maturin,
Melmoth the Wanderer, pp. 299 and 537,

66  Melmoth is successively (1) a family spirit, or banshec
(ibid., p. 27), (2) a monster or demon (pp. 34-35, 39, 56),

(%) a demonic human being (p. 60), (&) a wanderer and shapeshifter

(pp. 227, 238, 2h2, 258), (5) a ruler in hell (p. 255), 6) =

power of destruction (pp. 39%3.439), (7) a revenant or Rosicrucian

figure (pp. 498-500), and (&) a damned soul (pp. 536-540) 3

Adonijah parodies these roles: (1) pe. 236, (2) pp. 265, 263, (3)

v. 267, (L) pp. 269-70, and pp. 263, 266, 271, (5) p. 269, (6)

pp. 26263, (7) p. 267, and (8) pp, 249, 268, Maturin probably

got the grotesque idea of an old Jew surrounded by the skeletons

of his family from John Dillen, Traovels through Spain, with a

view to Illustrnte the Natural History and Physical Geography

of that Lingdom in o Gerier of Letters (Dublin, 1781), p. 12.
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outweigh any considerations of race, The said
of Jewish lawyers in English literature. the

literary presence - of Jews around the law was a matter of
iournalism, "In socilet Mr, Rinh is kuopt dark,™ remarked
3 L '

Fascination Fledgeb but the mone once having been borrowed

5] J 8 o8 >
- to oblige a friond, or pay debts from horses, cards the

3 iy ¥ 3

-0 table or whatever - 'must be paid', Lord Iskdale, upon

hearing of Tancred's plans to

0

o to Jerusalem, remarks that
it's at lenst better than going to the Jews, which most uen

68
do at his time of 1life’; ~ with the money-lenders so widely
patronized it was incvitable that some debts when called in,
should fail and the bailiffs or sheriff's officers would be
called in, They, too, were frequently Jewish, The manner
of the arrest could range frowm a public seizvure with a fgrin of
devilish satisfaction”, through Mr, Moss's genial invitation

for one to sample the hospitality of Miss Hem's = Cursitor Strect
¢ e N 3

through the making of an engagerient to take o young gentleman
69

into the "cage' at a specified time and place: but though
the incident couid carry great norsl significance, these Jewish
roles are only interesting (as Jewish roles) to the social
historian.

The literary presence of Jews in the higher echelons of

the profession is much more randon. Though it wns possible

a trusiworthy

[

for a lawyer - any lawyer - to beo respected a
family friend, this was not his usual image in the novel, It
- $ [}

was much more common for him to be regarded as a xan of sharp

[O)
~J

Dickens, Our Mutual Friend, pp. 570, 573,

68 Disraeli. Tancred: or, The New Crusade (1847) (Bradenhan ed.:
b 3 4
London, 1927), p. 02.
7 7 , + i
69  Warren, Ten Thousand a Year, vol. 3, p. 399 W. M. Thackeray,

Vanity Fair: h Novel without a Hero (1848), ed, George Saintsbury
(London, L19081), p. 669; werren, Len Thousand o Year, vol. 1, p. 15.




practice, dominated by self-interest., Subscribing to this
1age are slightly Pbent" lawyers whe are non-Jewish and use

*Lmo e
Jewish tools; Jews who make usc of non-Jewlsh accoumplices;

. . - . R . 70
consistently Jewish establishmentss; and entirely gentilc ones.
Llrost any permutation imaginsble can be found, without there
being any correlation between Jewishness and criminality; the

nscrupulous lawyer is only a variant of the false counscllor
who deceived kings of all generations anl 1t is worthy of note
that the Court Jews were more trustworthy than most courtiers.
Soldi statesmen and {Jewish] bloodhounds' show the
71 i Tohn D R o .
same trends, If, as John Dewey has arguecd, artistic cxpression
72
necessitates the transfornation of the original source nmaterial,
it is not entirely surprising that Jews in literature look a
1ittle different to their actual appecrance in the comrunity.
The transformntion is constantly in the direction of traditional
characters shaped by powerful conventions; Jewish "bargains ond
well won thrift! are obtained, in the novel, in accordance with

rules of conduct which are adaptable to heroes and villains of

any roce or creed,

70 Non-Jew using Jews: Larkin uses Goldshed and Levi in Sheridan

Le Fanu, The Tenants of Marlow (London, 1867), cf. Nelson
Browne, Sheridan Le Fanu (London, 1951), p. 45; Jew using non-Jews:
Baron Levy, who was articled before entering finance, in Bulwer
Lytton, "My Hovel! (1852); Jews: "Swindle )hkr1, gent., .. & little
Jew attorney in Cnancery Lance', in Warren, Ten Thousand a Year (1841)
non-Jews: Scott's Glossin, in Guy Ma nncrlnr, or, The Astrologer (181))

7 There is canis impudentia and there is canis proprictate:
there are Jewish exanples of both.

72 John Dewey, Art As dxpericnce (Few York, 1934), pp. 64, 157.
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CHAPTER TWGC:
IVANBCOE,

Both Peacock and Scott were, in 1816, engaged in writing
i T b /Ir\ : 3
notable romances about twelfth-century IEngland, The ingredients
of such fiction were fairly standardisecd, Peacock daydreaned
of them, and noted in his diary: "Could not read or write for
scheming my romance, Rivers costles forests abbies monks malds
. s g . ] . A 5 0e

kings and banditti dancing before e like a nmasked ball.
Though they used similar sources and drew up sinilar dramdtis
personae, the overalleffects of the novels were, however, vastly

different. Scott was incapable of creating and sustaining
P 53

Maid Marian's Rabelasian phantasmagoria, and though the Ldinburgh

Review did note '"the vulgar staple of armcd knights and jolly
friars - woodsmen, imprisoncd demsels, lawless barons, collarecd
serfs and houschold fools', it is Scott's interest in situation
3
that gives 1ife to Ivanhoe.
Modern critics have, quite rightly, disparaged Scott's

e

ability as a teller of tales; sone, though, have only secn the

tribal narrator amongst the offal and have nissed the intellectual
success of "holding in imagination all sixteenth-century Scotland
I

as she faced her powerful southern foe,”

1 Thomas Love Peacock, Maid Marian (1 822): I have used David
Garnett's two volume cdition of the Novels (London, 1963%)

1ter Scott, Ivanhoe, 3 vols.

T have used the first edition of Sir We
(Bainburgh, 1820).

2 Garnett, ed, cit., vol. 2, p. 439, cites a diary entry for
6 Lugust 107

% [F. Jeffrey], "Ivanhoe' [ review articlel, ER, 33 (1820,

4 Fiedler, Awerican Novel, p. 1633 D. Craig, Scottish Literature
and the Scottish Poopic 1680-1830 (London, 1961), p. 1523

E, M. Forster, Aspects of the Novol (London, 1927), ppr. 48, 41-h2;

fdgar Johnson, Sir ialter Scott: The Great Unkown, vol, 1 (London,

1970), p. 348.
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Scott was. in fact, intuitively good at handling Scottish
H ? y g &
5 . .
themes in his fictiong the historians he consulted for the
background to Ivanhoe lcad him to belie® that he was on alnost
familiar ground, and S0 (against the background of Saxo-Norman
conflict) he sets out to deal, in » summary fashionm, with the
. . &
spirit of Chivalry.

Tt was difficult for Scott, or anyone, (Lo honestl&\
define the spirit of the iAge of Chivalry. Though Herder, for
example, enthused over "the eternal nigrations of peoples’,
the pilgrimages, the crusades, the passion, spontancity and
energy of the age - a virile contrast with his own day, he
was volubly opposed to the "superstition, priesteraft and

4

ccclesiastical tyranny™ of the midd

e ages, As the Gothic
Devivael included the desire to substitute the chivalric (and

non-historical) philosophy of noblesse oblige for the contenporary

one of glorified self-interest, the realities of nedieval life
were ignored to favour the ideal of a 'Merrie Dngland', hLs
Scott put it succinctly: "extremes of virtue and barbarity were

7 . .
often found to exist together'. The problen for the novelist

5 G. M. Young, "Scott and the Historians", in Last Essays
(London, 1950), pp. 25-26; cf. W, W, Heist, "The Collars

of Gurth and "amba', RES, NS &4 (1953), 361, and Mario Praz,

The Hero in Lelipse in Victorian Fiction, trnns. ALngus Davidson

(Tondon, 1969), p. b1, for examplesof prescient writing,

6 He was misled by statemcnts such as the Saxons were "resisting
patriots" who were " considered as rebels, hated and nistrusted

by the Normans: Sharon Turner, History of ingland during the

Middle Ages, LI used the 3rd, edition] vol 1 (London, 1830),

o. 113; cf. Robert Ilenry, History of Great Britain, vol. 6

(London, 1788), pp. 317-18,

it

7 W. D. Robson Scott, The Literary Background of the Gothic

Revival in Germany: A Chapter in the History of Trste (Oxford,
19657, pp. 69, 50, 68, and "The Legend of Herier's Medievalisn',
PEGS, NS 23 (1963), 99-129; Alice Chandler, 4 Drean of Order: The
Morfieval Ideal in Ninetcenth Century inplish Literature (London, 1971),
p. 6, and '"Sir Walter Scott and the Medieval Revival', NCF, 19 (1965),
319; P. P, Garside, "Scott, Thc Romantie Past and the Nineteconth
Century", RES, NS 23 (1972), 147-61; Sir Tristrewm, ed. Scott (3rd,
edition: Edinburgh, 1811), p. 337.




was to try and recreate such a soclety, and provide the action

with a hero who, mirabile dictu, was not enslavec by the general

viciousness and corruption. This ccoke had been both had and
eaten by earlier writers of romance when they brought robber,
pirate or rake to his death - his repentance was frequent, and
desired, but not required - at the end of a lubricous narrative
of "innocence narrowly preserved again and again by the power
8 :

and faith of Providence,' Scott only slightly modifies this
pattern,

The characters of Ivahhoe were '"monsters of atrocity
according to our more civilised ideas of humanity, with only

9

the exception of the hero and heroine', The exception is
possible for Ivanhoe himself becausc he is one of Scott's
aminble heroes who are victims of events and the 1ife that flows
oy e . w s 10 .

so turbulently and melodramatically round himj but i1f Ivanhoe
is not actively part of the brutality of medicval life, he is
nonetheless committed to the chivalric ideal which provides a
rationale and justification for others more corrupt than him;

he is tarred with the same brush, Pencock's Mr, Mac Quedy gives

an accurate account of the world of Ivanhoe:

Tt was n period of brutality, ignorance, fanaticisn,
and tyranny, when the land was covered with castles, and
every castle contained a gang of banditti, headed by a
titled robber, who levied contribution with fire and
sword; plundering, burning, ravishing, burying his captives
in loathsome dungeons, and broiling them on gridirons,
to force from them the surrender of every particle of
treasure which he suspected them of possessing; and fighting
every now and then with the neighbouring lords, his

8 John J. Richetti, Popular Fiction Beforc Richardson: Narrative
Patterns 1700-1739 (Oxford, 1969), p. 149,

9  WR, 13 (1830), 298,

10 Alexander “elsh, The Hero of the “Waverlcy Novels (New Haven,

1963), p. 49; Georg Lukacs, The Histori: 7 Novel, trans,
Hannah and Stanley Mitchel (Harmondsworth, 19¢9), pp. 29-68;
Chandler, "Medieval Revival', 322.
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conterminal bandits, for the right of marauding on the
boundaries. ]

Scott would have known from the Liberal Edinburgh historians
that this was the position in the mMiddle fLges; he recognized
the fact and was determined to exploit the background for all
the brutality, sadism and excitement it could provide., All

was to be made well by the ingenu morality of the hero and his
devotion to "truth and liberty - disinterested benevolence -
self oblivion - heroic devotion to love and honour - protection
of the feeble, and subversion of tyranny'; and all was to be nmad
intellectually respectnble by the presence of a Jewish group
from whose standpoint it is all revealed to be the mirage that
Scott (and, hopefully, we) knew it to be all along.qg Thus
Scott was - at the same time as Maturin - using a Jewish group
to similar effect: the alteration of the reader's perpective

on and concernts of normative morality.

The omnening chapter gives an unnistakeably grim account
of the ills that beset Bngland: Gurth, the swineherd, is
compared with Homer's swineherd Iumaeus; and their grievances
are similar., The problems are, for both, simple to define,
The Normans (or the Suitors) arce the ones to blame: 'the finest
and fattest is for their board; the loveliest for their couch;
the best and bravest ... whiten distant lands with their bones';

these are the grounds of complaint in both Iingland and Ithaca,

The point of this comparison is only brought home as the novel

11 Pencock, Crotchet Castle (18%1), ed. cit., p. 7124

12 Peacock, Melincourt (1817), ed, cit., p. T47; Scott's

anti-romanticism has been noted by Joseph E. Duncan, '"The
Anti-Romantic in Ivanhoe™, NCF, § (1955), 293-3%00; Rosenberg,
Shylock to Svengali, pp. 73-115.

13 Ivanhoe, vol, 1, p. 17-
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progresses and it becomes evident that there is no Odysseus,
no "obest of masters™, There are three ronarchs in the novel,
but they will not do; Richard, condemned as unsuitable by

Scott himselfy John, a machiavel whose idea of Realpolitik

N = -
is the murder of a Beckett; and ithelstane (the Saxon claimant),

a glutton and a boor., The church is adjudged a failure also,
and the only person credited with any genuine religious feeling
) Tt 3 3 i 14 = - .

is "gentle Beclesiastica'y, Rebecca the Jewess, Even English
merchandise is found to be wanting. Ivanhoe, in his successful
tilt at Ashby, wiscly uses Milanese armour and a Barbary steed;
De Bracy, at the S::ge of Torguilstone, wears a coat of Spanish

=

steel: "had English armours forged it [Locksley's ] arrows had
gone through it as if it had been silk or sondal,' And foreign

expertise was also needed in the matter of mnnaging money,

Prince John's attempt at a coup d'état needed the funds and skills

X

of Isarc of York, aznd the news that Isanc was detained zt
Torgquilstone was as serious and fatal to John's hopes as the news
that Richard had returned: with Isnnc "went the hope of certain
sums of money, making up the subsicdy for which Prince John had
contracted with that Israelite and his brethren., This deficiency
was likely to prove perilous in an emergency so critical.”15
Isaac is not a particularly likeable character, as is
generally reslisec; but his faults he shares with soclety at large,
One part of fcott's purpose was to illustrate the historical condition
of the Jews and suggest that their persecutors only have themselves
to blame for Jewish faults, #dgar Rosenberg has argued this point

well and pointed out that "if Isasnc were not the miser and worm he
S

14 Ivanhoe, vol. 3, p. 356 (Richard), pp. 103-04 (John),
and pp. 359-60 (Athelstane); vol. 2, p. 170 (Rebecca).

15 ipid., vol., 3, pp. 12 and 92,
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is, Scott's plaidoyer from history would be considerably
weakeneé.”qé What Rosenberg has not noticed is that Scott
goes to some length to show that Isanc 1s o worm not only
because of, but also in the company of, the society of his
day.

There is, for example, the curious dialogue betwecn Ivanhoe
and the Prior of 5t., Botolph, which would secm to have little
purpose until its similarities with an earlier one between

Tvanhoe and the Jew are noticed, Isaanc is not a Judens voransj

he is not 2 Shylock figure: he is old and pusillanimous, and
so is the Prior. They have several similarities.

When Tsanc sees the blood on Ivanhoe's hacqueton and
crosslet, he thinks of Rebecca's powers of healing; when the
Prior sees Ivanhoe up and on his feet, he is alarmed lest a
relapse damage the Priory's reputation for medicines Not
surprisingly, both men boast of their own accomplishnents: Isaac
of the extent of his trafficking in merchandise; St. Botolph of
his many compositions '"to the edification of nmy brethren of the
Convent, and many poor Christian souls'. Both are generous
when there is good occasion - but both are superstitious and
fearful of drecms (which they think are sent by eilther Heaven
or Father Abrahan). Isaac's deliberations over his loan to
Tvanhoe are well known: "The Jew twisted himself in the saddle,
like 2 man in a fit of the cholicj; but his better feelings
predominated over those which were more faniliar to him, 'I
carc not,' he said, '... If there is damage it will cost you
nothing... '" Egually anusing 1s the progress of the Prior to
s similar state of grace, This is accomplished by his ''mow singing

the praises of Malkin, now recommending caution to the knight

16 Rosenberg, Shylock to Svengali, p. 893 Ivanboe, vol. 1, Pp. &z,

1124
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in managing her," He soliloquizes:

"8t, Mary! Thow prompt and fiery be these wmen of war]
I would I had not trusted Malkin to his keeping ... And
vyet," said he, recollecting himseclf, "as 1 would not
spare my own old and disabled limbs in the good cause
of 01d %“ngland, so Malkin must e'en run her hazard on
the same venture; and it may be they will think our
poor house worthy of some munificent guerdon - or, it
may be, they will send the old Prior a racing nag.'

Here are the same threce elements which characterize Isaac's
dealings: a fear of damage or misplaced trust, a concern for
victory, and an almost comic hope that this generosity will be
s .o . - ; 17 .
rewarded, The similarity of these two old men gquietly refutes
Rosenberg's contention that Scott puts the Jew "through all the
. . ; . . , 1
regulation motions through which Shokespeare puts Shylock,"
Isaac is not a pseudo~Shylock, though he is a rather
derivative character; he scoems to have becn rounded out from the
: Yo Satirae. 2 & . 1 s
pages of Juvenal's Satirae, Scott himself draws attention
to this debt when he compares Isanc with the traveller in
. , 20 ‘ R
Satire X, and other debts can be noted,
Though Scott seems to have taken most of his culinary information
. . . 271 . \ : :
from the English historians, the Karum pie at ZAshby hipgh festival
secems to be an echo of the opening to Satire XIV, HMore significantly,
Isanc on the road, or Isasc barricaded at York, is a nodel of
Juvenilian avarice: he is both the poor Jewish beggar and the
Rich Man who, from behind his doors, sets the law at defiance,
Scott echoes Juvenal's contempt of Licinus and his servants who
spend the night watching a store of amber, or the rich traveller

at night, who, fearing both sword and stave (which might well be

17 Ivanhoe, vol. 1, pp. 126-9, and vol., 3, pp. 237-40.
18 Rosenberg, Shylock to Svenpgali, p. 93,
19 T have used the edition (and translation) of A. J. Macleanec (1857).

20 Ivanhoe, vol. 2, p. 227,

21  Henry, History of Great Britain, vol. 4, p. 365; Ivanhoe, vol. 1,
p. 671,




glossed as Robber Baron and friar Tuck), trembles in the
moonlight at the shadow of a moving reed.22 When his vessel
is threatened by storms as it crosses the Gulf of Lyons, lsaac

preserves his family by throwing overboard his silks, myrrh
and aloes: he suffers "an hour of misery™, as does Catullus
in what is probasbly Scott's source for this episode, Satire
ZXI1I, Catullus does not find the choice an easy one either.

He is described as imitating ''the beaver, who mekes himselfl

a eunuch, desiring to escape with the loss of his testicles™;
and Catullus is an honourable man., Who, the poet asks, would
prefer riches to life ? ©Not Catullus -~ and certainly not
Isaac of York., This could not be said, with confidence, of
Shylocke

It is important to realise that though Isaac is shown

to be forced into usury by contemporary laws, and though he
shares his contemporaries' avarice, he is not depicted as the

vilis mercator who, in Satire XIV, loses ship, crew and a

cargo of perfumes and cloths in an avericious gamble with the
storm.ag
The figure of Isaac of York presents Scott's case for
the Jews. He is typical of his age, un type in fact. With his
daughter Rebecca, however, scott does something differents She
presents the case for the Jews, It is directed against the

whole of Christian iurope.

22 Juvensl, Satires, VI, 541-2; XIV, 178; 305-08; X, 20-21.
2%  ibide, XII, 3b-L9; XIV, 269 ff.; Ivanhoe, vol. 1, p. 204,

2k It was almest inevitable that Scott would find some place

in his novel for a Jewish usurer, along with his 'colourful”
cheracters (bards, minstrels, etc.): he delighted too much in
"the undulations and diversified composition of human society’
(Young, "Scott and the Historians'; cf. &aron in 4nn Radcliffe,
Gaston de Flondevilles; or, The Court of King Henry IIT Keeping
Festival in J4rdenne: & nomance LPosthumous works: London, 1826J);
Rebecca was his bid for originality.
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Rebecca stands, in Ivanhoe, @s a unique representative
of charity, and opposes Christian corruption with "looks, air,
and manner, land) a dignity more than mortal’; she is also
very much aware of the realities of the world of the novel.

Wven after her harrowing experiences at Templestowe she is alert
enough to warn her father of the presencce of Richard, and the
advisebility of withdrawsl from the scene.aS tarlier in the
asction she had been the one to reslise that healing Ivanhoe
would stand her and her father in good stead with Richard Cocur
de Lion, should something go awry in their “simple treffic!
with Prince John. It was 2 very wise move indecd to propose
that they travel to York to plot with John and take the wounded
Tvanhoe with them. Ivanhoe swears not to leave his sick bed
until some eight days have passed: that will be just too late
for him to be of eny usc whatsoever to Richard as the meeting
at York will be concluded within a week.

L similer enlightened self-interest lies behind Rebecca's
famous dislogue with Ivanhoe denouncing the follics of Chivalry.
Her theme is ubi sunt: '"'What remains to you as the prize of all
the blood you have spilled - of all the pain and travall you
have endured - of a@ll the tears that your deeds have caused,
when deazth has broken the strong man's spear, and overtaken the

. ; 511l
speed of his war-horse 2'V 7

Coming from Rebecca, this whole
outburst is a little surprising: not just the style (which can

be blamed on Scott's reading of the graveyard poets),ZS but

25  Ivanhoe, vol. 2, p. 1755 vols 3, pDe 355-5k,

26 ibid., vole 2, D 269,

27 ibide, vole 2, pe 302e

28 4s a boy he read the poems of udward Young with great

enthusiasm: drthur Melville Clarke, Sir Walter Scott:
The Formative Years (London, 1969), pe 155




the whole sense of the outburst. Her previous reflections on

the pageant of Chivalry were the rather mundane and setisfied

comments that the feasting and jousting at wshby were only

. . . 29

possible because of Jewish finances
Two phrases in her peroration are particularly interesting;

they specify qualities which civilisation had lost, and whose

loss she personally regrets. Rebecca is saddened by the

Wsacrifice of every kindly affection', and laments that

"Jomestic love, kindly affection, pecace and happiness are so

wildly bartered.”Bo This emphasis on "kindly affection’™ and

t"domestic love’ is newy but it can be understood when the action

since Lshby is revieweds Tending Ivanhoe has made Rebecca

love hims She'looks upon the comelincss of @ Gentile and a stranger’

and regrets that he is '"one with whose fate hers could have no

. o Y
alliance - a Nazarene; and an encmy to her fa1th“.5 The

impossibility of there being any lialson haunts the reader as

-

32 with the entry of the Templar into the turret

well as tiebeccas
room, Scott raiscs the hopes of both only to dash them without

mercys

ot T P O i e - - SRR

29 Ivanhoe, vols 1, p. 205,
BO -‘.i.".,b}-«é'-. [ VO]—& 2, pq 30:5-
31 dbide, vol. 2, pe 132,

32 Though there could be friendly rclationships between Jews

and Christians (I, Lbrahams, Jewish Life in the Middle Ages
[London, 18961, pp. 423-26) in most Lnglish towns they were
never very good (Vi D. Lipmen, The Jcws of Medieval Norwich [London,
19671, p. 49). Though a lission between a Christian and a Jewess
was possible (Roth, History, pe. 41; sbrahams, Jewish Life, pe
435; Joseph Jocobs, The Jews of dngevin England: Documents and
Records L[New York, 18934, p. 283) it was extremecly unlikely
TDavid Philpson, The Jow in inglish Fiction [Cincinnati, 18891,
pe 843 H. G. Richards, The inglish Jewry Under sngevin Kings
[London, 1960}, p. 35). It is also very unlikely that a Jewess
of that period would have "fallen in love'': cf, David Fatterscn,
The Hebrew Novel in Czarist Russia (Zdinburgh, 1964), p. 54
However, to portray thec clash of ideologiecs, and to get the values
of chivalry on the defensive, Scott happily monipulates his characters
in & completely ahistorical manncr.
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De Bois-Guilbert comes to talk about love (of a sort)
and Rebecca is vitelly interesteds BShe is not interested in
him but in his proposition. If the Templar can brak with
tradition and establish az precedent by proposing marriage, then
perhaps Ivanhoe might follow suit. '"'What wouldst thou have of
me,' said Rebecca, 'if not my weslth? e have nought in
common between us - you ere & Christien - I am & Jewess. Our
union were contrary to the laws, alike of the Church and the

27
Synagogue.'”j) The Templer's reply crushes Hebecca's spirite
The blow does not come from the proposal to love her par emours,
but from the explenation of his cynicisme Brian de Bois-Guilbert
exemplifics the failure of the spirit of Chivelry; his
libertinism, avarice and ambition all spring from a broken
tryst and a breakdown in the code of courtly love. The code
is shown to be abused; and only possesses meaning for "weak

; 3L
spirits’ -~ such as Ivenhoce. Rebecca is understandably bitter
in her disappointment over the 'sacrifice of cvery kindly affection®
and the barter of ‘'domestic love'.

Rebecca's personal involvement in this issuc does not,
however, detract from the wisdom of what she is saying: that
society is to blame for the position of the Jew within 1t;
and what she is thinking: that she and her father provide
examples of knight-errantry's failure to ect as '"the stay of
the oppressed, the redresser of grievences, the curb of the

035

pewer of the tyrant,. Scott was concerned to underline this

point: “the outcast defines the community; the scapegoat indicts

36
the king.“) Rebececa is a Jewess because Ivanhoe must not

3%  Ivanhoe, vol. 2, pe 169.
34 jbide, vol. 2, pp. 178, 180
35 3:,.‘9},,9_' 4 VOlQ 2, pn EOL*'D

%6 Rosenberg, From Shylock to Svengali, pe 90,
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marry her; therc must be no happy ending for the Jews, nor
any resolution of the problems of twelfth-century England.

Scott had complained that the sentiments of chivalry
were to be faulted for approaching the female sex with a
species of idolatry;37 in Ivanhoc he crecates 2 woman who would
justify this idolatry and condemns the system because 1t does
not accept and exalt her. Rebecca fulfils the qualifications
for a midons: she has thereguired beauty, scnse of hierarchy,
and ability - including the administraetive expertisc that
would be necessary in the absence of her feudal 1ord.58 But
she is disqualified from the start because she is a Jewess,
Bven de Bois-CGuilbert backs down from his crude attempts at
seduction. Charles of Orléans expanded, from an Ovidian tag,
three styles of wooinge One can win the love of a peasant woman
simply by knocking her down; of a merchant's daughter by larding
her with presents; but to "nobles longeth sewte of curteys
speche’ and all the business of 'love songges, ballades, rondelles,
virolayes and diverse newe thinges': all the paraphernalisa, in
facty of courtly love.59 But what would be the technique for
a Jewess (when “coition with & Jewess is precisely the sanme
as if a man should copulate with a dog”)?qc Scott neatly presents
his hero with an insoluble problem, and leaves the reeder full

of chagrin that no solution was found.

37 Scott, "Chivalry" loriginally in the uncvclonaedLa rltannlca]
in Essays on Chivalry, Romance and the Drana (Tondon, 18707, p.“?ﬂ.

38 I have based my interpretation of courtly love on C. 5.
Lewis, The «llegory of Love: & Study in Medieval Tradition
(New York, 1958), pps 2, 12-22.

39 Cited in J. Stevens, Music and Poetry in the varly Tudor
Court (London, 1961), ppe 15960,

4o Cited from Nicholas Boer in Joshua Trachtenburg, The Devil
and the Jews (London, 1942), p. 187,
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The deperture of Isezsc and Rebecca for Granada is 4 moral
) . o 41 . o L )
judgment upon Lngland; and even at this point Scott does not
abandon his use of the Jews as an examnle of man's inhumanity
to man. Those who apovroached the novel with some knowledge
of the history of the Jews would have noticed that to send
Isaac and secbecca to the Granada of Boabdil was to scnd them

; . . L2
to a land that was even more inhospitable,

Scott, then, invests his Jewish characters with a moral
functione 4is Jews, however, they would scem to leave a lot
to be desired. lebecca, Tor example, would scem to be a
revamping of the previous century's favourite heroine: the
sentimentally distressced. Like Clarissa, she loves that which
is forbidcéen: for Richardson, though, the root of the tragedy
lay in bLovelace's nature; and a redemptive marriage was
always a possibility. Scott manipulates his characters so
that such a géﬁggggggngould be unacceptable.

Between them, the cynical Templer and the disinherited
knight share the gualitics of Lovelace - especially as an

abductor who considers that he has rights over his victime

L1 "The people of inglend are a fierce race, guarclling

¢ver with their neishbours or smong themselves, and ready
to plunge the sword into the bowels of the other. Such is
no safe abode for the children of my people': Ivenhoc, vol. 3,
pe 365. Scott's comprehcnsive reading of medieval romance
material enabled him to formulate his charges - if not his
descriptions - with reasonable accuracy. '"The ideals of
knighthood werc ''never so formalised and so precise as in the
last ycars of Hichard II': Gervads Hatthew, The Court of
Richerd IT (London, 1968), p. 128. The virtues in question,
which arc shown to be lacking by the Jewish group, arc ably
discussed by Matthew in%article: "Ideals of Knighthood in Late
Fourteenth-Century wsngland', in Studies in Medicvel History:
Presented to F. M. Powicke, edd. Re W Hunt, We 4 Pantin and
R, W, Southern (Oxford, 1948), pp. 35k-62.

L2 Scott was interested in the history of Grenadaj; sec his
comments on Irving Wallacc's bool about the seige (1829)
in Johnson, The Great Unknown, vol. 2, ppe. 1139, 1249.
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The Templer thinks nothing of twicce carrying off Rebeccaj; and,
after he has decalt with the more important matter of de Bois-
Guilbert's arms, Ivenhoe considers that he hes an cqual right

]

to disposs of the Jewess. She was, in their minds, thelr

er

property "according to the laws of all nations'. Ivanhoc
docs not kill his rival to be in this position ~ this would
have been the killing of his dacmonic sclf: the natural
chivalric man; the Yemplar is killed by the force of his own

- : Ly
contending possSionSe

Rebecca, their victim, is cast as & précicuse: her self-
pity, intcnse cgoism, sighs, blushes, resdiness to die for

love and suffering passivity all mark her out as Scott's

hc
adaptation of this cighteenth-century typc;D only for the

¥

novel's didscticism is she a Jewess, '"too good and cnchanting

4

to believe in - and yet so well bumanized end identificd with

L6

our good nature', standing s & commentator on the compromise,
lust and mediocrity of the medicval world,.

As hosenberg has noted, kebecca is an almost Shakespcarian

-

contribution to Jewish iconography; her origins, however, arce

not Shakespesrian, Certainly Scott learned 1little from the

~

figure of Jessica who was not the dark romentic Jewsss but the

"fair' Jessice with the "feir hand .,. whitoer than the paper

'
: : A D e o .
it writ on'™, 7 From clscwherc in Shokespeare Scott might have

43 Ivenhoc, vol. 2, p. 177.

L Cf, Johnson, The Gr volse 1, p. 687
L5  For @ discussion of the type, sec David. S. Berkely, The

e i~ s r . . o .
Priécieusc, or Distrcsscd Heroine, in Restoration Comedy
(8tilwatcer, Oklshoma, 1959).

46 [Jeffreyld, "Ivanhoo', 7.

L7 Shakespeare, Merchont of Venice, cddes Sir we. Guiller-Couch
and J. D. Wilson (Cembridgo, 1962), 2.4.39; 2.4,12-14; and

note also the diclogue betwecen Lorenzo and Lancelot (3.5.1-39):

a negro bastard is contrastod with a possibly illegitimate (white)

Jesslica.
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48
learncd to describe dark beauty; but not from Thc Merchant
Lo
of Venicce There are dubts to Marlowe, and possibly to
. 50 Lo N
Lessings but for the origins of Iicbecca one must look to
[

sources other then the drama (especially the Jew dremas of the
previous century which werc miserable ferces with fow hints
of physiognomy or poersonality).

The beautiful Jowess hos always been regarded with
favours Perheaps this was becousc she was & dark and crotic
alternative to the orthodox, idcalised Petrarchan boautye
An carly account of their power to fascinatce comes from
Strasbourg in 1348, When the Jews were belng burnt, the young
men rescued the Jewesses from the flames: but they would scem
to heve thought this to be & fatc worse than death, for they
all returned to the pyres. The initial reaction to the
Fetrarchan beauty was, in fact, to praisc dark and brunctte
variations on the theme; though it must be "accepted as almost
inevitable that all the ladics in [inglishl sixtecenth~coentury
novels, plays and sonnets should look very much alike and show
the same cheractcristics'y Scott's variation would not, even

i

then, have seemed unique¢)

48  See Love's Labour's Lost, edde Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch
and John Dover Wilson (Cambridge, 1923); and The Somnets,
ede Jo D, Wilson (Cambridge, 1966).

49 L. 4brahams, "The Original of Scott's Rebecca', TLS, 7
July 1921, 9.

50 Lessing might have supplied the motif of 2 love between
@ Christien and a Jewess, but Scott might also be indebted
to Tasso for a siwilar theme.

51 Maurice Bloch, "La Femme Juive dans le Homen ot au Thcédtre,
REJ, 24 (1892), xxviii-xlix (citing Joseph ha Cohen, La

Vallee des Pleurs: Chronique de wouffrance d'Isracl, transe Je
Sece L[Paris, 16811); Lu Bmily Pcarson, Elizabethan Love Conventions
(Berkeley, 193%), p. 2704, 234; Lisle Cecil John, ihe slizabethan

Sonnet Sequences: Studies in Conventional Conceits (New York,
1938), p. 141,




Febecca is a variation on an old theme, Just as

itself contains much that hearkens back to romances such as
4medis , or the arcadia of bir [hilip bidneye 4s carly as

1907 the incident of Cecropia'’s castle in the latter was noted

as a sourcu for ILvanhoe: the twe heroines, Philoclca and Famela,
and the hero, Pyrocles, arc abducted to Cecropia's castlee
Philoclea is anproached by «umphialus who trics, in a courtly

fashion, to win her as his wifej; wnaxius, a violent man, sceks

to make Famels his paramour. ‘Uhis is very sug estive of the

s

52
-’ and it would scoem to make further

situation at Torgquilstonec,
consideration of ihiloclea and Yemela worthwhile., The one

has @ persuasive beauty and bashful and humble thoughts: the
other has high and noble thoughts and a violent beauty; Scott

4

scems to have uscd these contrasts in character and beauty as
freely as he used the plot situstion., He had few qualms about
interchanging characteris®s and substituting 'sable tresses'
for hair fincr than gold.53
what he crested, then, was a beasutiful Jowess - derdived
frow non-Jewish and litersry sources - whosce Judaism is only

an appendage given her to justify her (or her author's) }Lsu

majcstgé. Ninctecnth-century novelists were too conscilous of

52 This was first noted by Robert T. Keilin, Bcott's Ivanhoe
and Sidney's srcadia’, MLN, 22 (1907), 14L..~+6, R, W.
Zsondvoort, Sidney's wsrcadia: « Comparison Bucv . the Two Versions

(4msterdam, 1929), pp. 107, 70, notcs Geott's usc of the work
for his Cruodﬂd“HOVpl hCTOLDQu (for examplc Zdith Plantagenct
in The Talisman [in Tales of the Crusaders (Edinburgh, 1825)1);
Sir Phlllp blﬂﬁby’ The Countoess of Pembrokes .arcadia (1;90) in
The Prose Works, ode £lbert fLulllurot vole 1 (Cambridge, 191?)

Bke 3, che 2 and b,

5% "Philocles (with a lookc whoere love shined through the
mistc of Fearc) besought her to be good unto them, having
never descrved evill of her., DBut Pamclas high hartc, disdayning

humblencss to injuric, eee lookngju”Br no secrvicc, where [she
found] violence': srcadia, cd, 01b., vole 1, Pe 3633 cfe Ppe
89-90 with Ivanhoc, vol, 1, p. 146 for thc grounds of Rubecca's
appCarancces




1

the alicn naturc of the Jew for him (or her) to achicve the
status of Everyman in their writing; Jewish fictional presence
and valucs, when not pure rcportagc? WeTC manipulgtgd tQ fit
the schema (or theme or genre) of the novele Scott was the
most influcntial of thosc who pioncercd the pruscntation of

Jewish characters with a moral as well as social function
. 54
within the world of the novels” In Ivanhoe, becausc hc wanted

to condemn onc group, Scott is forccd into a statoglc praising

of anothcr: the Jews,. But if he had wished to belicve

5 Rebocea had a tremondous following: she was the sccrot
delight of Precentors (John Galt, The .yrshirce Legateo
L1821, Works, cdd, D. 8. Mcldrum and William Roupghcad, Vole
2 L anburrh, 10)63 pe 159) and the oubjcct of charades for
the nobility (The Greville Diary, cde. P.o N, Wilson, vole 1
[London, 19271, p. 22); to Scott's dolight it scemcd to be
impossible for a dark beauty not to be comparbo with her
(The Journals of Sir Weltor Scott, cde We sie K, wsndcerson [OXLOTQ’
15757, p. 52%; Du Meuricr, ihc Martian: . lovel [London, 18971,
Ppe 2735, 276, %17), or for a Jewcss not to be like her: ‘now
when we go to Haye Place on Thursday, T fool surc that Miss
Haye will oxpect to sce us attired like Sir Jalter Scott's
Rebecca (Zmily M. Herris, Lstelle, 2 volse. {London, 18781, vol.
1, ps 76)s Morc important thaon t tﬂ157 and the many adaptations
for the stage, is the influcnce upon the Victorian con icept of
the middle agese Maris sSdgeworth was the first author to
usce the torture of a Jew by a Crusader to demonstiatc not only
antiscmitism in a family (the de Mowbrays) but slso the falsity
of aristocratic values (Harrington, cd. cits, pps. 02-63); Scott
was the one who immortaliscd the Jews in the role of the 'salvage
man', the usc of basc or outcast figures to cstablish the moral
tonc of the work (on this sece: Richard Dernheimer, Wild Men in
the Middlce ages LCambridge, Masg., 195243 Donald Cheney,
Spenscr's Image of Naturc: Wild Man and Shepherd in "The Faerie
uu&@nu” flondon, 19ij _mehch Loﬂ;lﬂ, opcnS‘r g Courteous
storal: Book Six of The Faerie Guecne LOx ford, 19723, pp.
58 —65): they lasted in this role throught the nincteenth contury
and (under the influence of the Disraclian trilogy) can be
found in svelyn Waugh's trilogy Men at Jrms, Officers and Gentlemen,
and Unconditional Surrender (Lonuon, 19)5, 1955 and 1961).
Scott would also scem to be responsible for the invention of
the Jewish inner sanctum - eastern furnishings and all. Once
launched in Ivanhoc (without nuch Jjustification: abrahams,
ggﬁ:;ﬁmggfc, De 288) it was parodied by hackeray (as D. Shrewsberry
B850, “Coqllngsby bunch, 12 [18531, 214), accepted as his torical
fact by btirs. Celia lioss LkabUS (Thn King's Physician, ppe 87,
1%0) and cven exposed 2s @ ordctz,c “of Victorian Anglo=-Jowry in
the sensational religious fiction of O, W. T. Heighway (4Adeline
[London, 18541, pp. 28 ff.) The most cclebrated conscguence
of incbecca of York was Boeeky Sharp: sce John Loofbourow,
Thackeray and the Form of Fiction (Frinceton, 1964), pp. 43-4k,
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in the spirit of the «ge of Chivalry, as Peacock had found it
convenient to do for Melincourt (1817), then the values of the
Jewish group would have lost their significance after any one
speech such as this: MO Foresterd'! said 4nthelia, 'you have
realised all my wishes. 1 have found you a friend of the
poor, the enthusiast of truth, the disinterested cultivator

of the rural virtues, the active promoter of the cause of
human libertye 1t only remained that you should emancipate a
captive damsel, who, however, will but change the mode of her
durance, and become your captive for life.”55 Without his
daughter Isaac would be merely a bit part for a character actor;
aﬁd Rebecca is only a Jew's daughter so that authority can

be given to an authorial condemnation of Christian chivalry.

55 Peacock, Melincourt, cd, Cites Ps BHO (assuming, of course,
that Scott could have kept a straight face).
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CHAPTER THREL:
THE ALIEN IMMIGR&NT

S0 FaR we have considered the use novelists make of
Jewish characters in the presentation of flamboyant, dramatic
and even archetypal themess Not every novelist, however,
was concerned to create @ figure such as Croesus, whether
Jewish or not; indeed, very few novelists wore concerned to

crecate any Jewish characters at all.

E

Though there was little observation of the Jewish community

it was, on one level, accuratec, « cigar salesman would usually
be described (with accuracy) as Jewish; Trollope portrays many
Jewlsh brokers in his novels: brokers, because his more important
characters required someone to discount their bills, and Jews,
because "in the bitter days of his junior clerkship Troliope

had become wearisomely acquainted with the discounter of bills,
and it was no doubt difficult for him to think of the Jew Lor,
perhaps, even the broker] in any other connection'; and several
novels give valuable insights into the position of the Jews in

the many branches of the clothing trade.1 S« We Ryley; for

1 The tobacco trade could be a family business (Mrs. «ndrew

Dean, Isaac Eller's Money [London, 18991, p. 1), the first
step for a would-be entrepreneur (Eligabeth Wheeler, From
Petticoat Lanc to Rotten Row: or, The Child of the Ghectto: &
Jewish Story lManchester, (1901)J, p. 16), or a day-by-day
itinerant drudgery (Warren, Ten Thousand & Year, vol. 1, pp.
96-97); Bradford k. Booth, 4nthony Trollope: 4spects of his
Life and ort (London, 1958), p. 30; suspicions of commercial
morality (cf. Robert Giddings, The Tradition of Smollett
[London, 19671, p. 124: "For tho money-lender honour is no
abstraction but something he can grasp and put into bags'; Mrse
Frances Trollope, . Romance of Vienna, 3 vols. [London, 18383,
vole 1, ﬁ. 113: "4 Jew banker and broker whose connection with L[Count
4ldebergl was founded on the cxpcctation of usurious gains') did not
make them any the less brokers, or Jewish, or necessary.




example, remarks upon the preparations of the touring drama

companies: "The following day, being the last the managers

spent in town, was devoted to a general rummage among the

Jews; from whom they supplied themselves with dresses suited

to every situation of 1life from the king to the cobbler, and

at four o'’clock I saw them take coach tc their different

establishments™; and it can be learned c¢lsowhere that these

Jews also hired out court dress from their stocks as well as

costumes for fancy dress parties, But it is all told in a

journalistic manner and spirit (with some dealers cven paying

for such ”puffs”).2 The connection of the Jews with the old

~clothes trade was so well established that Oliver Twist gives

his cast-offs "to a servant who had been very kind to him, and

asked her to sell them to a Jew, and keep the money for herself™,

This was the natural sequence of events for Dickens, and he

never thinks to take time to explain how Oliver, who had never

before needed to dispose of clothing, also found it natural.,3
Where the soclal observation is accurate the

characters are almost invariebly mincr ones, That Mr,., Moses

Lyons was a picture dealer in Upper Conduit Stree’cL’L or that

the Jacobsons were Thameside boatbuilder55 might interest the

2 Ryley, The Itinerant, vole. 4, pe 162; Thomas Duffle [John
GaltJ, The Stecam Boat (London, 1822), p. 175; Lirchie

Nathan], Costumes by Nathan (London, 1960), p. 35; Dickens,

The Posthumous Papers of the Pickwick Club (1837) (Oxford

Illustrated Dickens: London, 1947), p. 195; Ryley, The Itinerant,

vole %4, p. 41,

%  Dickens, QOliver Twist, pe 84,

L George Du Maurier, Trilby (1894) (Everyman's ILibrary:
London, 1931), p. 205

5 4rthur Conan Doyle, The Sipgn of the Four, in The Complete
Sherlock Holmes Long Btories (London, 1929), p. 200; the

only Jewish boatbuildcrs were the Samuda brothers (Philip Banbury,

Shipbuilders of the Thames and Medway [Newton abbot, 1971], PPe

25% ffe): Joseph d'iguilar Samuda was M.P. for Tavistock and

Tower Hamlets and had a certain London fame (sce DeN.B.)a




56~

social historian but not the critics, The same might be said
. . . .6
of the Jews noted as involved in the liquor trade - or the

turf: "i'He looked like a Juw, m C(ear. Ho had a horrid brown

coat with o velvet cepe, curlin, black hair over his collar

&

and .reoi whiskcers, and he was putfiiig a cigar straizht up

o
iov]

N . sv (
into the air.”
It is obviously corrcct to cxplain some examples of

Jews in fiction as picces of accuratc obscrvation. (Thus

. . . &
we have Samucl Warrcen's Jewish stonce masons from Houmsditch).
But an author, when truly about his business, does not obscrve

life, he creates it. Interestingly, most creations of Jews

arce from cstaeblished non~-Jdewish moulds.

6  Dickens, Oliver Twist, pp. 286 f£f,; Trollope, The Way We
Live Now, vol. 1, p. 24; G. K. Chesterton, '"The Quecr Feet'l,

in The Innocence of Fether Lrown (London, 1911), p. 68; cf.

Royal Commission on wlien Immigration, Minutes of Evidence,

cd, 1742 (_uO_mon, 190%), 13014-15,

7 Sherddan Le Fanu, Uncle Silas (1864) (World's Clas :
Oxford, 1926), p. 156; "The Montague Cohens, thooe two
inderatigeble Peris at the gate, patroanizcd art, and never
missed 2 private view; patron1z 4 the turf, and at cvery
race-mecting, with any pretensions to smertness, were familiar
figurcs” (suy Levy, Reuben Sachs: . Skotch (London, 15881,
p. 5C); for a bookmeker sce Besant, nebcl Guecn, p. 86; racing
was the aristocrat among sports aznd though the Londen Jewish
aristocracy did porticipate (Rothschild racing successcs on
the onc hend were matched by his hunt on the other: L, W. Bovill,
The england of Nimrod and Surtces (1815-1854) [London, 19591,
pe 178) most of the Jews involved with the turf were obviously
non-aristocratic and obviously cut out to be the villains of
racing fictions. 4 coupl; of scandals connot have helped their
im&ge: sec Roger Mortimer The Jockey Club (London, 1958), vp.
72-75. Note Kipling on LLC “world of Surtccs: Vo huﬁvy eating,
hard-drinking hell of horsc coopers, swindlcers, matchmnking
mothcrs, economically dependent virgins uclllng themselves

unblushingly for cesh and lands; Jews, tradesmen, and an
ill~considercd spawn of Dickens~end-horsedung charecters' (
Diversity of Crcotures [London, 12171). There was a generel

resentment of professionalism in sport: cf, George Borrow's lament
for the noble science of puglllum, it is these that have

planted rottemess in the core of pugilism, for they are Jevs,
and, truc to their kind, have only basc lucre in vicw" (Lavengro:
The Scholar, The Gypsy, The Priest [1851] [New cdition: Tondon,
19004, pe 167).

8 Warren, Ten Thousand « Yecar, vole 1, pe 360
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When W, Ayerst, a notable London missionary to the Jews, sought

to stir his fellow-Christians to do greater works, he suggested

that they should enmulate the Jews themselves, This exhortation

was followed by a prailse of Jewish exenplification of the Protestant
ethic: a line of thought that has only ore conclusion, that

expressed by Isaac Levinson (a convert to Christianity and a
missionary to his people) when he remarked that only the "exaltation
of Christ' differentiated Christians fron Jews.9 This was @
comrionly held evaluation and it had profound literary consequences,
As novelists were not usually concerned to exalt Christ in their
fictions, the only significant differences between Jews and

non-Jews (in the Victorian observer's mind) ceased to be at all
significant.qo Grier Nichol, discussing the '"Christian Social Novel"
which was in vogue in America at the turn of the century, has
written that, "liberated from the constraints of orthodoxy into

a faith that seemed consistent with the 1life and feachings of

Jesus, ministers were then free to put their new convictions

into practice to apply their social gospel.”qq Rabbis, ministers
and priests are indistinguishable, within so liberal a theological

framework, in their attempts "to apply their social gospel',

9 W, hyerst, The Jews of the Ninetcenth Century (London, 1848),
p. 90; Isnac lLevinson, in the preface (p, xiv), of John
Dunlop, Memoirs of Gospel Triumphs Among the Jews During the Victorian
Era (London, 1894),

10 Valerie Pitt, "The Socinl Context of Religious Literature'™, in
Christianity in its Social Context, ed, Gerard Irvine (London,
1967), pp. 88-100,

11 Grier Nicholl, "The Image of the Protestant Minister in the
Christian Social Novel", CH, 37 (1968), 321; cf. this comment
by one of Gissing's Characters in Born in IExile: A Novels
"if this were the tendency of Anglicanism, then almost any man
who desired to live a clean 1life, and to see others do the sane,
night without hesitation become a clergyman, The old formulae of
subscription were so symbolised, so volatised, that they could not
stand in the way of anyone but o combative nihilist" (p. 340D,
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So it is that Sanmuel Gordon has for the Jewish heroes of

his novel Sons of the Covenant (1900) a pair of brothers who

devote thenselves to soecial work in the London ghetto, They
are dedicated, but also very non-Jewish, The only religious
desire that secms to strike cither Philip or Leuw Lipcott is
Philip's desire to organise a congegational guorum whilst up
at Cambridge, and so 1little religious feeling scems to touch
the writing that one might suspect that this was a literary

borrowingq2 1f one did not know?%as writing from a personal

background of the faith,

It would, perhaps, be unreasonable to expect o Jewish
socianl theory. Christian slun~workers and the Jewish Board of
Guarcians spoke very nuch the sawme language: when the Board put
its house in order in 1860, it did so according to principles
that can be traced "in the movements for reform of charity
organisations which had already appeared, or were then being
worked out, in Britain during the first half of the nineteenth
century.”13 But it would not be unreasonable to expect Gordon
to reveal some qualities of Judaism as the theory is applied,

There was o need to diversify the trades of the ghetto: so
much was generally accepted, anl when (three years after the

publication of Gordon's novel) Sir Samuel Montague founded the

12 Samuel Gordon, Sgng of the Covenant: & Tale of Anglo-Jdewry

(London, 1900), p. 2415 cf. Rudyard Kipling, "Thec Jews of
Sushan', in Life's Handicap; Being Stories of Mine Own Pecople
(London, 1891).

1% V., D, Lipman, 4 Century of Social Services, 1859~1959: The
Jewish Board of Guardians (London, 1959), pp. 27-28; this

did not mean that the Guardians were Benthamist, however: sce

Gartner, Jewish Immigrant, p. 163; there was always a healthy

Jewish tradition of charity: see Maimonides, The Commandments, trans,

Chaler B, Chavel, vol, 1,(London, 1967), p. 210; S, W, Baron, ‘

The Jewish Community,2 vols, (Philadelphia, 1942); Ben Zion Bokser,

The Legacy of Maimonides (New York, 1950), p. 95; Samuel Belkin,

In His Image: The Jewish Philosophy of Man Expressed in Rabbinic

Tradition (London, 1960), pp. 125, 143, 14k,
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Jewish Dispers ion Gommittee they set about their task of
tronsplanting Jewish workers with enthusiasm, They sent "only
where there [was] a Jewish comuunity', howeverj; Gordon had
been happy deliberately not to make such o condition for his
fictional scheme, There were not enough differences between
Jdews and Christians in Gordon's fictional world for the Lipcotts!
solution to the problens of the ghetto to be any different to those
: 1 - 1%
proposed for the Jago by the Reverend Harry Stuart,
\ -

The philosophy of Arthur Morrison's novel was as pragnatic
and socially brutal as Sanuel Gordon might desire, for "were a
native once ridiculed and persuaded into a spell of work and
clean living, then must Father Stuart hasten to drive him fron

15

the Jago' and his culture, Gordon did not, it would secem, take
time to consider if this operation was suited to the Jewish case,.
Lgain, the Lipcotts! concept of the Jewish role in society
~ 'meanwhile let us quietly make ourselVes word and heart perfect
in our parts' - sees themEonsequences of a Jewish faith as being
indistinguishable from those of the general Victorian trust in
"prudence, respectability, financial stability and reasonableness™
which produced a similarly patient attitude tovsork,q It is
hardly surprising that most non-Jewish authors (and readers) of
the nineteenth-century novel found it easy to assinilate the
occasional Jewish hero or heroine, because of their predominant
"prepossession in favour of Protestantism”,17 to the model of

the Protestant hero, The Protestant Jew was not, after 211, a

new phencmernon,

1% Royal Commission, cd, 17k2, 16776 £f, and 19722 ff,

15 Arthur Morrison, 4 Child of the Jago (1896), ed, P, J, Keating
(London, 1969), p. 106,

16 G. D. H. Cole and Raymond Postgate, The Comron People, 1746-1946
(London, 1956), p. 367; Guinivere L, Griest, MNudie's Circulating
Library and the Victorian Novel (Bloomington, Ind., 1970), pp. 127-28.
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On the other hand, by the early twentieth century,
Jewish learning had become gquite modish, One might note how,

for Adela Pingsford, Isrgel Kalisch was the sort of book to be

displayed in the morning room.,/’7 There was also the long

flirtation with the kabbalah. "The conversion of a seventeenth-

century Jew," Georg Likdcs has written of Jew SHss, "to the

mysticism of the Cabbala is socially and psychologically understandnble

and portrayed by [Leonl Feuchtwanger with sensitive psychological

insight, But the underlying philosophy -~ the abandonment of

fickle, practical Europe for the contemplative heights of the

Orient? where the deceptive illusions of action and history

dissolve into ncthingness - is but a voice of a past period of

literature.' Lukacs suggests that the specific voice to be

heard is that of Schopenhauer, 'who discovered for Germany that

Indian philosophy was the appropriate antidote to Hegel's 'superficial!

view of human progress”;18 but more significant for the English

tradition are the Cambridge Platonists, whose Hebraism meant a

break with Descartes and Plato himself.19
The fact that they - and Milton - retained a Christian status

made it very easy for later writers and novelists to dwell upon

the glories of the Jewish intellectual and spiritual tréditions

and yet, by some slight legerdemain, produce in the resulting

portrait a perfect Christian gentleman,

1id,

One of the critical pillars of the nineteenth~-century novel was

17 Saki [ H. H. Munra , Collected Short Stories (The Bodley Head
Saki: London, 1963), p.2ok4,

18  Lukacs, The Historical Novel, p. 350.

19  Harold Fisch, Jerusclem and Albion: The Hebraic Factor in
Seventeenth-Century Literature (London, 1964), pp. 167-99.
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the principle that novels were to be ''suitable for reading by
families similar to those depicted in their pages.”zo This
demand for a similarity of status, background and experience

for both reader and subject meant that, as the core of the

Jewish experience would have been incomprehensible to most novel
readers (possibly even Jewish ones), Jewish themes were considered
both Tunsuitable' and over parochial. Jewlsh society, from

the glitter of the Café Riche to the small kosher restmrants in
dingy sidestreets, was known about but usually ignored.

The ghetto, even the ghetto transformed, was exactly what nmost
authors did not want in their works: Wyndlam Lewis was brilliantly
hurtful (though wrong) to characterise James Joyce as a

monstrous Jew out of the East Tnd with Freud as his Talmud,az

for such o figure would indeed be anathema to a nineteenth~century
novelist,

Jewish values were minimised, then, not only because the
novel tended to prefer Christian ones, but because, to do justice
to Jewry, the novel would have had to transcend what were regarded
as its natural limits, Stephen Marcus has noted how much was
"oy common consent and convention left out or suppressed': nmuch
covers a multitude of sins and Jews, and though 'one achieves a
renewed sense of how immenscely humane a project the Victorian
novel was, how it broadened out the circle of humanity, and how
it represented the effort of Victorian England at its best,™ this

is of little value if one is specifically interested in the values

of the sinners or the Jews,

20  Griect, Mudie's Circulating Library, pp. 127-28.
21 W, H, Mallock, The Individualist (London, 1899), p. 130.

22 Geoffrey Wagner, Wyndham Lewis: A Portralt of the Artist as the
Enemy (London, 1957), p. 171

23 Steven Marcus, The Other Victorians: /A Study of Sexuality and
Pornography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century England (paperback ed,:
London, 1969), p. 106,
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The novelists' options were, in fact, circumscribed at
very basic levels, A4As, in the whole world of the arts, Ford
Malox Brown was almost unique in his glorification of manua
ZLabour,Zbr the chances of seeing, or reading, represcntations
of Jews at work, were very slim, Certainly the portrayal of
the Jewish tailoring trade has been very limited,

Lt the anecdotal level, of course, there are certaln riches,
Monmouth Street -~ 'that egporium of thrice renovated garments! -
kad long been famous in the novel: 1t was the source of the
new suit of clothes that Rathckal supplied to the importunate
Ferdinand, Count Fathom; and the Jewish dealers in second-hand
refurbished clothing, and their persistence, were proverbial,
Pedlars were noticed both travelling the countryside and scouring
the city streets - but all these references were but passing ones.25
This was 21l the notice that an ordinary small tailor would
receive (Jewish or not); and though sore interest was taken in the
more curiocus aspects of the craft, it wae not usually by the
novelist,

Along the Ratcliffe Highway, and in the port towns,

were the slop shops run by 'some of the greatest rascals in

24 Linda Nochlin, Realism (Harmondsworth, 1971), p. 127,

noteg his assertion that labour had 'heroism, dignity and
probity"; for a view of Brown in o tradition of socialist
reclism, see Francis Klingender, Art and the Industrial Revolution,
ede 2and rev, Arthur Elton (Paladin edition: London, 1972), ppe
154 ff,.; in any case the Jewish labourer received scant recognition,

25 Modder, Jew in English Literature, p. 105, citing Paul Pry,
Oddities of Real Life (London, 1838); An Embryo M.P, [William
North]l, Anti-Coningsby: or, The New Generation Grown 01ld (London,
1844), vol, 1, ppe. 66-67; Smollett, Ferdinand, Count Fathom, p. 1473
W, H, Ainsworth, Jack Sheppard: . Romance (1640) (2nd, ed.: London,
1854), p. 126; Warren, Ten Thousand a Year, vole 2, pp. 221-22;
Martin Legrand, The Cambridge Freshmani; or, Memoirs of Mr, Golightly
(London, 1877), p. 371; Bdgeworth, Harrington, pp. 2, 13-14, h2;
etc,: cf, George fLugustus Sala, Twice Round the Clocks or, The Hours
of The Day ond Night in London (1659), introd, Philip Collins
(Leicester, 1971), pp. 03y 105-06; Joseph Kirwan, Palace and Hovels
or, Phases of London Life: Being Personal Observations of an fmerican
in London by Day and Night ... (1870), c¢d. L. Lllen (London, 1963), p%47.
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trade', The Jewish owners sold slops "and passed off pinch-beck
watches as gold ones on board men-of-war din Portsmouth harbour';
indeed they scld anything from a 'isocu'wester to a shoe tie for the
: \ w 27 ma e s
men, and from an earing to a petticoat for the galsh, But it ids
only from the sallors' yarns and shanties that one can learn the
real tricks of this trade, They were, for example, more than
willing to retain goods after payrment had been received:

The next I remenmbers I woke in the nmorn

On a threc skys'l yarder bound south Cape Hornjg

Wid an ol' suit of oilskins an'two pair o'sox;
Lnto bloowmin' bigltead, an'a sea-~chest of rocks,

It is told that a man was shipped out of Liverpool, on one such
passage round the Horn, with a kit that consisted of an umbrella
and o dark lantern, This is not the material of the novel, even
L 28

the novels of Captain Marryat,

Neither were the sweatshops, This form of the outwork system
was not o Jewish invention, "it was merely a refinement of the
long existing system, which had already been partly applied to
the slop clothing and government contract branches of the trade.
It did provide, however, the chicf opportunity for the imnigrants,
pnany of whom were already tailors, to find congenial employnent,
The wonderfully articulated division of labour provided a place

171 - H29

also for the man or woman of no skill at all. Contenporary
30

observers could be moved to wonder, or indignations the novelist

26 James Payr , The Burnt Million, vol. 1, pp. 183, 179,

27 W. H. G. Kingston, "Zeky Naashon, the Jew of Pertsmouth,
a Yaughtman's Tale", Ainsworth's Magazine, 12 (1847), 74

28  Stan Hugill, Sailortown (Lopdon, 1967), p. 78,

29  Gainer, The Alien Invasion, pe. 17.

30 J. Smith @ "The Jewish Immigrant®, CR, 76 (1899), 425.436;

S. N, Fox, "The Invasion of Pauper Foreigners", CR 5% (1é8) 855w
867; G. Drage, "ilien Immigration', FR, N8 57 (1895), 7 4oy J, A. Dyche,
"The Jewish Workman' and "Immigrant', CR, 73 (1898), 35-50, and 85 (18992
379-399; D. ¥. Schloss, ""The Sweating Systen", .ER, NS Lp (1887), 83556,
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seens to have been unmoved, Two apparent exceptions, Charles
Kingsley and Mre, Humphrey Ward, only go to confirm this, Both
professed compassion and horror at the fate of the workers in the
sweated trades, and both had done their research with a reasonable
thoroughness; but somehow their novels turn out to be about
something else, and 'cheap clothes and nasty! prove to be
intractable raw material for fiction, In the Victorisn novel

the characters were, very often, written up to fit ideas of a
common humanity: but the more sordid details, the real Vincidents
of conmon life', could not be made to fit,

Kingsley's Tendenzdichtung was first published in 1850,

4Llton Locke, Tailor and Poet contains noving set descripbions
of the degradation of '"Bermondsey or Spitdfields, St, Giles or
Lambeth, but the insights so presented are nmerely steps in
Locke's progress to a political maturity. The horror surrounding
Jdemmy Downes is one with that felt by Locke when he realises what
would be the answer to the challenge of his cousin: "Go and ask
Lillian how she likes the thought of being o Compunist?s lovel!
The disappointment at the Charter's failure, the disenchantument
following the visit to '"the 1little beauty soncwhere near Cavendish
Sguare', the death of the ginesodden Jerny Downes are all factors
which lead to his delirium and a sanity which is defined by love
for Eleanor and the sincere cry "Lord, I believe! Help thou nine
unbeliof!”51

There is a counsistent division between the true matter of

the novel and that of the incipient pamphlet - Cheap Clothes And

Nasty, by Parson Lot (1850) « and this can be seen as clearly as

anywhere in the portraynl of Eleanor herself, Kingsley was

concerned to bring his hero to a confession of faith, and so

31 Charles Kingsley, Llton Locke, Tailor and Poet: /4in Lutobiography
(1850), ed., Herbert Van Thal (London, 1967), pPp. %51, 529, 591,
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Lady Ellerton lectures him on theology. Then Kingsley has to
step outside the framework of the novel to hector the reader
because he has realised that the abuses of the tailoring trade
are not being treated as he would like., The Jews, whom he would
condemn, slip from his grasp.

It would be unjust to suggest that Mrs, Ward was not really
concerned about the sweated trades; Beatrice Potter, for one,

32

believed in her intellectual honesty, 4ind tHere are occasional
references to, and descriptions of, the plight of these workers.33
But the heart of her novel concerns itself with the charancters

of ton: '"Mrs Ward sketches thern so spiritedly, and costumes then
so accurately that it drritates one to find them set to perform
in a - what shall we call it? piece of political fdéerie and
extravaganza, ' The praise lavished on the novel - '"Mrs, Ward
is not inaccurate: she is merely distinctly up to date”BA -
concerned the description of society manners; the politics were
described as fallacious and the workers themselves seen as

minor figures providing comic relief, 411 of Mrs, Ward's
sincerity and concern seem of little value once her dscision

had been made to write a political novel, The political novels
of Trollope had suggested thnt the affairs of the heart were as
important as the affairs of state, and certainly more important
than the affairs of the people, Mrs, Ward had toured the Jewish
areas of London with a factory inspector and Lord Rotschildts
secretary: "what an cxperience for o novelist! But somehow

experience and finished faculty rarely go together," The failure

32 Jane Penrose Trevelyan, The Life of Mrs, Humphry Ward
(London, 1923), p. 115,

33 Mary Augusta (Mrs, Humphry) Ward, Sir George Tressady (London,
1896), vol. 1, pp. 139-14k, 222-247 339, vol, 2, pp. 9-11; Pamela

Elizabeth Garnett, 'Mrs, Humphry Ward  Clains to Intellectual Power

and Formal Literary Bxcellence,” (unpub, M, Phil, Birmingham, 1965), p. 9.

34 "Sir George Tressady', ER, 185 (1897), 98s H, D, Traill, "'Sir
George Tressady! and the Political Novel", FR, NS 60 (1895), 708,
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of the Bast End scones was partly a matter of talent, partly

f.35

a matter of genre, and partly a matter of the novel form itsel

Cne of the nmost common suppositions about the working class

Jews was that they were involved in, and cormitted to, the
Lnarchist and Nihilist movements. From one point of view members
of Jewish anarchist clubs were really pitiful creatures, "down

at heel, clothed in rogs and with faces the colour of dried apple
ve. their chief adormment was dirt - laid on with a lavish hand
and evidently the work of years." The fecundity of the popular
inagination, however, soon trancformed this image into something

nore interesting.56 H, G, Wells was by no nesns the first to note

35 George Fliot, on Scott; guoted F. R, Leavis, inna Karenina

and Other Bssays (London, 1967), p. 50.
36 Tvening News, 22 May 1691, cited in Gainer, The fLlien Invasion,

p. 1033 the myth of the Jewish nationalist/internationalist
bomb-thrower had very shaky foundations, but was very persistent.
See Gartner, Jewish Immigrant, p. 1373 Louis Greenberg, The Jews
in Russia: the GStruggle for Lmancipation, vol, 1 (London, 19555,
ppe 14748, 158: nost 'coupletely disassocinted themselves fron
Jewish 1life, some even to the extent of conversion™; U. O, Errera,
The Russian Jews: Extermination or Emancipation?, trans, Bella LBwy
(London, 1894, p. 16L: ''there are comparatively few Jews among the
Nihilists", Though Mark Aldanov orgues that Jews becane involved
in revolutionary activity 'prompted by the grave ccononic plight
of the majority of Russian Jews® ("Russian Jews in the 1870's and
1880's", in Russian Jewry 1860-1917 , edd, Jacob Frurkin, Gregor
iranson and Llexis Goldenverser ILondon, 1966 1); most accounts stress
that there was no nationzl feeling involved, Thus Harold Frederick
wrote that ""the Jew does not lend himself to the notion of conspiracy’
and the Jewish Nihilists were '"revolutionaries because they were
Russiansj no hint is given anywhere that they took up arms to avenge
the suffering of their Hebrew brethren'; The New Exodus: L Study of
Isrnel in Russia (London, 1892), p. 119; Ezra Mendelsohn, Class
Struggle in the Pale: The Formative Years of the Jewish Workers!
Moverent in Tsarist Russia (Cambridge, 1970), ppe 1371-34., The popular,
and governmental, view was the reverse until the revolution: Anna
Ser;in, '"Jews nnd the October Revolution in Recent Soviet Literature',
8Jk, 2 (November, 1971), 73, dhnarchists were popular fin-de-sitcle
figures: William Bellamy, The Novels of Wells, Bennett and Galsworthy
1890-1910 (London, 1971), pp. 230-313 the Jews, of course, did not
relish this popularity.
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and harp upon Marx's Jewish origins, for the myth of the Jewish
revolutionary was really born in 1848 when family periodicals
carried reports that barricales across Burope were mannec by Jews
bent upon the destruction of the Church and Christian principles.37
Until the Protocols were presented to the world, renewed fears
of a uniquely Jewilsh plot and completely polarized opinion, the
myth had two effects,

It made the Jewish revolutionary an exciting, dangerous
figure; and at the same time 1t labelled him an alien menace
who was interchangeable in most respects with the successive fears of
"German Anglophobia', susplcions of "French restaurakteurs, waiters,
bootmakers, milliners, pastrycooks etc,™, concern over Fenian
outrages (the House of Commons, the Tower, three railway stations,
London Bridge and Nelson's column were all bombed), and distrust
of the Italians - "every one with a knife which he is too ready
to use”.38

The Jewish anarchist in literature alsc enjoyed a further
transformation and an even more complete identification with
the didea of a universal revolutionary type. Thus the Marquis de
St. Bustache was not a Frenchman, for example: he might be a Jew,

39

or he might not, His race was almost irrelevant, The apotheosis
of this kind of indeterminate revolutionary came in Edgar Wallace's

The Four Just Men (1905), the plot of which concerns an attempt

to prevent the passing of an /Alien Bxclusions Bill., It is an

27 H, G, Wells, The New World Order: Whether It is Attainable, How

It can be fttadined, and What Sort of World a World at Peace will
have to Be (London, 1940), p. 48; Rev. R, Bellson, "Infidelity Among
the Jews of Germany and their Influence on the Political Movements in
that Country", The Christian Examiner (1848), L403-06,

28 See two aArticles in the Contemporary Review for 1910: Charles
Lowe, About German Spies" (January), 42-56, and 4, Hurd,
"England's Peril' (Lpril), 679: I. ', Clarke, Voices Prophesying
Wor 1763-1984 (London, 1966), p. 113; Gainer, Alien Invasion, pp. 100-3,

39 G. K. Chesterton, The Man Who Was Thursday (London, 1908),
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interesting example of how the events of 1905 could be transformed
into a thriller~fantasy,
Whatever reality therc was behind the myth of the Jewish
anarchist criminal, it was weakened by an important convention
of criminal fiction,
Conrad, for one, was aware of the boring side of criminality,
Thieving, to Chief Inspector Heat,
was not a sheer absurdity. It was a form of hunan
industry, perverse indeed, but still an industry exercised
in our industrious world; it was a work undertaken for
the same reason as the work in the potteries, in coal
mines, in fields, in tool grinding shops. It was labour,
whose practical difference from other forns of labour
consisted in the nature of its risk, which did not lie in
ankylosis, or lead poisoning, or gritty dust, but in
what may briefly be deﬁgribed in its own special phraseoclogy
as "seven years hard',
This awareness was shared, to some extent, by most authors, The
crime fiction of the last century tended to concentrate opn 'the
daring midnight robber, plundering with violencd' rather than '"the
petty felon", but, because the Newgate novel was influencecd by
the Calendars, the boring, petty and trivial side of crime had
A AT A By D Y
its part to play. This was at the conclusion when, despite all his
bravado and panache, the criminal stands revealed as a "sad faced

miserable little man' who, behind his facade, conceals o strange

x M * L‘-/j L3 “»
mixture of "the coward, the ruffian and the flashman', Tielding's

kO Conrad, The Secrct igent (1907) (Harmondsworth, 1963), DP.
81-82; Norms Sherry, Conrad's Western World (Cambridge,
1971), pe 310,

L John Binny, writing in Henry Mayhew, London Labour and the
London Poor: The Condition and Zarnings of Those thnt Will
Work, Cannot Work, and Will Not Work, vol, 4 (London, 1661), p. 33h;

George Theodore Wilkinson, The Newgate Calendar, 3 vols (paperback

ed,: London, 1963), vol, 3, p. 171; Keith Hollingsworth, The
Newgate Novel (Detroit, 196%), The best example of this attitude
lies beneath the over-henvy satire of Henry Fielding, The Life of
Mr, Jonathan Wild the Great (World's Classics: Oxford, 1932) with
the exposurc of the tedious basencss of Wild's great "Priggisn
and criminal prowess,




revelation of the truth of Jomathan Wild is only an obvious example
of what lies walting to be disclosed in every criminal narrative,
The impressiveness of the hero, prior to the reversal of his
fortunes, comes, in part, from his mysteriousness: details of

a Jewish origin, of any origin given with too much detail, would

minimise the potential for o pathetic bouleversement.,

There are, of course, o few Jewish criminals in the English
novel, W, H, Zinsworth's description of Jewish receivers at
Greenhithe was as accurate as Binny's account of the Jewish

N b2 .
fence in Southaumpton, Fagin, in Oliver Twist, is a Jew
because it unfortunately was true of the time to which that
story refers, that class of criminal almost invariably was o

b3

Jew, '

The important point about Oliver Twist is that though
Sikes is a thief and Tagin his receiver, though the characters
include pickpockets and prostitutes, Dickens was not concerned
to document the misery of their lives, He wns about other
business,

He was not the first person to include a fence and his
gang of boy pickpockets in his fiction: with critical hindsight

Keith Hollingsworth has written that "the author [of The Red Barn

(1831) - probably either Robert Huish or William Maginn] weas
without talent; and he had the bad judgement to build his tale
on the murdered instead of one of the boys”,44 It is, however,
interesting that not only does the gang of boy pickpockets
receive little attention before Dickens wrote his novel, but the

pulp~fiction imitations of Oliver Twist show a similar lack of

interest in the exploits of TFagin (or his equivalent) and the

k2 Jack Sheppard, p. 153; Mayhew, London Labour, vol. 4, p. %76,
43 Dickens, Letters, ed, W, Dexter, vol, 2 (London, 1938), pe 357,

44 Hollingsworth, Newgate Novel, p. 51,
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gang. A small-tinme Jewish fence, on the run to escape from the
evidence of a small boy, the leader of sowe juvenile delinquents,
a couple of cracksters and their prostituted women, is not the
. L. ks L. o .
stuff of great fiction - and yet Fagin dis undisputably greot,
This has little to do with Fagin the Jew, for, as Stephen
Marcus has written, "that part of Fagin which is Jewish turns
. ) . T
out to be not only minor, but almost fortuitousi, Fagin's
power is akin to Quilp's: and he is similor to ""the devil in
nunerous stories of Buropean folklore - a devil insidiously
NS s . v 07
willing to lend his capital to those whose credit 1s weaokest,
Foagin 1s important to Dickens, neither as an inproved Ikey
Solomons - 'swindler, forger, fence and brothel-keeper'" - nor

48

. . . + .
as a revival of the medieval Jew-devil, but as one who, like

Monks or Oliver Twist himself, can play a satanic role in a drama

49

of redemption,

45 There has been an interest in schools for pickpockets

since at least Tudor times, /A school for these "publigque
foysters' and "judiciall nyppers' (cutpurses) was noted in
1585: Henry Ellis, Original Letters, vol, 2 (London, 1824),
ppe. 296-97; but it is not the nmatter of literaturec,

L6 Stephen Marcus, "Who is Fagin', Commentary, 34,1 (July, 1962), 59,

b7  Llexender Welsh, The City of Dickens (Oxford, 1971), p. 160,

48 J. J. Tobias, "Ikey Solomons - 4 Real Life Fagin', The Dickensian,
65 (1969), 171-75; Lauriat Lane, "The Devil in Oliver Twist',
The Dickensian, 52 (1S56), 132-36,

49 "Only Jews being oxcluded from his gould will' seems impossible:
Edgar Johnson, "Dickens, Fagin and Mr, Riah', Comnentary, 9.1
(January, 1950), 48; Dickens sought = resolution and redenmption
through the figure of Rose Maylie (see John Lucas, The Melancholy
Man: 4 8tudy of Dickens'sMovels [ London, 19701, pp. 50, 54, 28);
note how Little Dick sees life as dark and hopeless and only ha
"lkind faces' come for him with heaven, angels and death (Qliver
Twist, p. 109): the Maylie cottage is a heaven, and she is an angel.
Her sentimental and mimetic death brings Oliver into a life of grace
and all those who die with Rose receive n new impulse of charity and
goodness, The non-redeemnble characters must act out their own
deaths. In this context London is indeed 'the dream or poetic
symbol of an infernal labyrinth' (J, Hillis Miller, Charles Dickens:
The World of His Novels L London, 19581, p. 58): but there is more
than one Satan,
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Fagin is a problem charaster, then, not because he cones
to us as an embarrassing relic of Dickens supposed anti-semitism,
but because his role as an image of the evil that cannot be
exorcised from society scems to be a little pretentious for a
Jew from Jacob's Island, His daemonic identity conflicts with
his plot identity as one of the Inglish lshkenazim, Dickens
did not make his devil a Jew to make him more fearsome, but to
humanise and localise him within a city and a2 profession;
however, because novelists had not learned, in Dickenss day, to
build up such conceptions out of the recorded trivia of everyday
life, it does not gquite work, Once again a creative genius's
handling of a Jewish character has reduced its ethnic qualities
almost to their vanishing point,

The Jews, to use some comments by Neil Lambert on a 'modern
Israel', are ''a self-proclaimed peculiar people, Thus on the
one hand we have an art form striving for universals, while on
the other we have a religion and a people who are characterised
by their differsnces from the rest of mankind.”so This basic
opposition provided an almost insuperable problem in the nineteenth
century, When only the "curiosities and the oddities of the
milieu' mattered, or the author was a decadent "who was only

ol

interested in decor and psychology some sort of approchement

was possible: Jewish customs and costumes were too interesting
not to be included, A picturesque role is not, though, the sane
as a significant role., For the Victorians the significant Jew
was significantly non-Jdewish,
This technique is, of course, also pre-Victorian, One of the
most satisfying visits to the London Jewish community is one

of the earliest, that by the hero of William Godwin's novel

50  N.ol Lambert, "Saints, Sinners and Scribes: A look at the
Mormons in Fiction', UHG, 26 (1968), 73,

51  Lukacs, The Historical Novel, pp. 16, 350,
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Caleb Williams (179%), Caleb, on the run, tokes refuge near

Duke's Place and assumes Jewish disguise, Godwin wisely refrains
from introducing circumstantial detail and local colour, leaving
the reader to appreciate Caleb's position by a mental transposition
of his sentiments stinmulated by his diguise as a beggar.

"I said, this is the form in which tyranny and injustice oblige

us to seek for refuge; but better, a thousand times better,

it is thus to invite contempt with the dregs of mankind, than

-
22 Similarly,

to trust to the tender mercies of our superiors,”
the nineteenth~century novelist was (in general) happy to solve
the problen "of getting at universals through the clutfer of
peculiarities”53 by omitting, as Godwin does, any reference to the

peculiarities, By not including any Jewish peculiarities, though,

they denied themselves any insight into Jewish-styled universals.

Tn Chaim Potok's novel My Name is fsher Lev (1972) therc is

a sad scene in which the protagenist, a would-be observant Jew
and o talented artist, is working 'on a crucifixion because

there was no mould in his own aesthetic tradition into which he
could pour a painting of ultimate anguish and torrmem’m"51+ 4L
hundred years ago novelists, both Jewish and non-Jewish, were
hamstrung by a similar lack of traditions and conventions which
could give to the Jew a meaningful place, as a Jew, in a fictional
universe,

Lind yet recent years have seen the emergence of a group of

52  Godwin, Caleb Willinms (1794), ed, David McGratton (London,
1970), p. 23%.

5%  Lambert, "Saints, Sinners and Scribes', 74,

54  Chaim Potok, My Name is isher Lev (London, 1972), p. 330,
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American Jewish writers in whose work the Jewish character is
not merely significant as an Lmerican with a Jewish home but
as o person whose Jewishness has something to say %o the reader,55
The khmerican writers have supplied most of this fiction, but the

technigue has European origins, On the one hand there is

6 .
Proust, and the nouveau roman,5 and on the other there is

James Joyce, and his creation of Leopold Bloom,

Bloom, "trivial, ponderous, clumsy, crrant and long-suffering',
obviously looks forward to the schliémiel figure that has become
representative of modern jmerican Jewish fictionj but he is not
really Jewish.57 W.B Stanford has written perceptively that
Bloom, though "originally a Jew, then vaguely Protestant and
Catholic in turn, ... is [at the end] an agnostic humanist”;58
he is justified by bourgeois virtue and not Jewish piety.

There are several reasons for him being a jewgreeck rather
than o Jew: the traditional associations of Irish and Israelites,
thie literary and personal models; and that "Joyce's book comprehends
layer upon layer" of the past through Blooms Christian, Judaic

and Homeric levels of thought; and there is also the poetic

55 Mordechai Richler, "The Catskills', in Hunting Tigers under

Glass (London, 1969), pp. 118-19; Benjanin de Mott, "imerica -
4 Place in the Establishment”, in "Jewish Writers Today', Conmmentar
31.2 (February, 1961), 127-34; Philip Roth, "Writing Lmerican
Fiction', Commentary, 31,3 (March, 1961), 223-33; Frank Kermode,
Continuities (London, 1968), p. 227,

56  Renee Winegarten, "The Jewish Element in Proust', WLB, 24,3,
NS 20 (1970), 29-38; L. Zenach, '"On Two Jews in Proust's
'Remembrance of Things Past'', Orot: Journal of Hebrew Literature,

8 (1970), 35-59,

57 Frederick J, Hoffman, The Mortal No: Death and the Modern
Imagination (Princeton, N.J., 1964), p, 405; Lbraham Bezanker,

"The Odyssey of Saul Bellow'", YR, 58 (1968), 370; Ruth R, Wisse,

The Schlemiel: £ Modern Hero (Chicago, 1971), p. 97: "in every

comeivable empirical test the schlemiel may fail, but he never fails

in his final self-acceptance"; cf., ALrnold Goldman, The Joyce Parandox:

Form and Freedom in his Fiction (London, 1966), p. 76,

58 e De Stanford, The Ulysses Theme: A Study in the Ldaptation
of a Traditional Hero (London, 1954), p., 213,
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validityof o Jewish Odysseus:

For my own part [wrote Louis Goldingl I am content to
hail Odysseus as the most poetic of the Greek heroes,
And I should like to claim the Odyssey as a poetic pattern
of the dispersion., 8So it was that the thoutht came to ne,
not that Odysseus was a Jew, but that he was the most
Jewish of the Greeks; not that the Odyssey was to be
confused with the forty-year wanderings of the pastoral
Jews in the stark desert, but as a pattern of the latter Jews
secking Ithaca, secking Zion, across a hundred seas, perilous
with ogres amd seductive with sirens,

The references to Jewish history and faith, like those to Homer's
works, were starting points for Joyce's reflections; both decreased
. . ..., B0

in number and importance as the novel was revised, ThHe one

sct structured the narrative, the other provided a frame for the
philosophy: this is why, as VWyndham Lewis noted, 'such a jew as
Bloom, taken altogether, has never been outside the pages of Mr,
Joyce's book, 4ind he is not even a jew most of the time, but

61

His talented irish author,'

59  Richard Ellman, James Joyce (London, 1959), pp. 407-08, and
Ulysses on the Liffey (London, 1972), pp. 3-4; Louis

Hyman, The Jews of Ireland from the Barliest Times to the Year

1910 (London, 1972), pp. 167-92; Louis Golding, Those Ancient

Lands (London, 1928), p.15 ; Stuart Gilbert, James Joyce's

B I ————

Ulysses (Harmondsworth, 1963), p. 81,

60 L. Walton Litz, Tha Art of James Joyce: Method and Design
in "Ulysses' and '"Finnegans Wake'' (London, 1961), p. 39

61 Wyndhan Lewis, Time and Western Man (London, 1927), p. 118,
Joyce's poirts of call (Letters, ed, Stuart Gilbert [ New York,
19571, pe 204) have not =zlways been well received: for G, Wilson
Knight the novel is "arbitrarily patterned on a scarcely relevant
Homeric scheme' (Neglected Powers: Essays on Nineteenth and
Twentieth Century Literature LLondon, 1971, p. 2&) and requires
o "crossword mentality" to appreciate it., Several critics have
invested Bloom's Jewishness with a mythical appropriateness and
significance: R, P, Blackmur has noted 'he is Everyman exile,
the exile in everyman" ("The Jew in Search of a Son', VQR, 24
[1948], 109), and David Daiches has written that "in Joyce's
symbolic sense, all men are Jews' (Jewish Chronicle Quarterly
Supplement, 1 [25 December 1959], 27, Thesc insights are the
benefits of subsequent writers following in Joyce's footsteps,
He created a Dubliner who was an Odysseus and a Jew; it was for
other novelists to create an irrevocably Jewish Everyman, The
most important character between the creation of Joyce and those-
of the American Jewish group is Robert Cohn in Ernest Hemmingwey s
The Sun Llso Rises [Fiestal (1926); see Michrel J, Hoffman, '"From
Cohn to Herwzoe'. YR. 58 (1068). 24p.5R.




75

Joyce's account of the Dublin citizenry is so fully
and justly omniscient that the Irish-Jewish background of
his Odysseus, Hamlet and Everyman provided a challenge to
future writers: thus Seul Bellow did "for the 1964 'moving city!
(New York-Chicago-Ludeyville) what Flaubert did for mid-nineteenth
century Paris, and what Joyce did for 1904 Dublin¥, 62 and
the Jew was well on the way to becoming the representative

Anmerican,
vi,
Only in one nineteenth-century novel can the authentic philosophy

and orientation of a Jewish hero be identified with those of his

creator. This is Clara Hopgood (1896), by William Hale Vhite,

This novel stand out in the Mark Rutherford cenon. It
defies social convention and illuminates the author's ideas of
moral heroism, White makes his own imperfect, alternating
romenticism and stoicism (which had replaced his Bedford-style
Puritanism) the grounds of the moral triumph of both Madge and

Clare Hopgood:63 it should not surprise one that the hero, Baruch

62 Forrest Read, '"Hergzog: L Review', in Saul Bellow and the
Critics, ed, Irving Malin (London, 1967), p. 6.

63 Mark Rutherford [William Hale Whitel, Clara Hopgood, edited

by his friend Reuben Shapcott (London, 1896); I have used
the 19%6 printing,. Madge will not conform to conventional morality
and marry her seducer, Frank Palmer, for her ifiner voices tell her
that such hypocrisy would be a greater wrong: and their "revelation
is authentic" (p., 63). Clara, a schemer and a chess player who
uses rationalism to protect her life frowm anarchy, sacrifices her
chance to marry Baruch Cohen becausc ''something fell and flashed
before her like lightning from a clud overhead, divinely beautiful,
but divinely terrible": for her ''the messuge ... was authentich
(pp. 168, 181), The one is deliberatively romantic, the other
instinctively rational: for these e¢lements in White himself, see
Wilfred Stone, Religion and Lrt of William Hale White ("Mark Rutherford”
(5tanford, 1954), pp, 99, 115. i good, but less useful, biography is
C. M. MacLean, Mark Rutherford: /i Biography of Williom Hale White
(London, 1955)3; for the novels also secc Patricia Thomson, ""The Nowvels
of Mark Rutherford', EC, 14 (1964), 258,
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Cohen, is equally a re-crention of the author's values and 'one

of the best of Hale White's self-portraits?.64 Baruch is also

a Jew. He is not a good Jew or a villainous Jewj he is something
that is new: the author-as-~Jew interacting with the author-as-the-
Hopgood-sisters, PerHaps White is most clearly revealed in the
Cohen who was 'eclinging to the expression of his forefathers
though departing so widely from them”;65 but Baruch Cohen is

also a representative of White's spiritunl mentor, Baruch Spinoza,
Henry Arthur Smith put it simply: "Cohen is a Jew; so was
Spinoza”,66ané his dideas have a basic appeal to the Hopgood
sisters who, being covers for White himself, not surprisingly

find a mild Spinozism attractive., Because of this, Baruch the
Jew is as necessary to the intellectual framework of the novel

as Baruch the suitor is to the plot, It is not surprising that
Madge, Clara and Baruch together make & satisfying moral unity,
for they represent three facets of White's personality,

THough Spinoza was a Titan and a God te many in the nineteenth
century only a few novelists seem to be among the devotees.67
Perhaps, if there had beon more, there might have been more than
one novel with a Jewish spokesman for Spinozism; and perhaps not,
Matthew Lrnold thought that the "things which are most remarkable
about him, and by which, as I think, he chiefly impressed Goethe,

68

seem to wme not to come to him from his Hebrew nature at all':

64 Trvin Stock, Williom Hale White (Mark Rutherford) 4 Critical
Study (London, 1956), p. 212.

65 Stone, Religion and Art, p. 115; Clara Hopgood, p.. 113,

66 H, L. Smith, "The Life and Thought of William Hale White"
(unpublished Ph,D, thesis: University of Birmingham, 1939), p. 449;
Stone, Religion and /frt, pp. 105-21; Stock, Critical Study, pp. 211-12,

67  William Hazlitt, The Spirit of the Lge; or, Contemporary
Portraits (1825), in The Complcte Works, ed, P. P. Howe,

vol. 11 (London, 19%2), p. 33.

68  Matthew irnold, BEssoys in Criticism, 1st and 2nd Series
(Everyman's library: Loadon, 1964), pa 4 30.
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because William Hale White disagreed we have what is perhaps

2 unique example of a Jewish character playing a role significant

for its Jewish element in a nineteenth-century novel, For

another examnple of the embodiment of Jewish ideas imw a fictional

character we have to wailt until the appearance of Leopold Bloon

when Joyvce, as a '"major novelist', changed 'the possibilities

of the art for practitioners and readers", then (and only then)
69

significant Jewish themes became o universal possibility,.

White deserves all the more credit for his lonely success,
vii,

Before this happened most novelists continued to project
themselves into their fiction as their English selves, This,
of course, goes a long way to explain the Inglishness of all

70

foreigners (and Jews) in the Inglish novel, ind from one

highly estecemed point of view the Jew could legitimately look

upon himself as indistinguishable from other men: "hath not a

Jew eyes? hath not a Jew hands, organs, dinmensions, senses,

affections, passions?' How, then, was the Jew to be portrayed?
The answer dces not seen to have been found in closer

observation or the use of a new perspective, The old conventions

were refurbished instead,

71

There were, for example, a lot of Jewish musicians:

69 F. R, Leavis, The Great Tradition fHarmondgworth,.1962), p. 10.

70 Frank Wells, Beyond Culture (London, 1954), p., 15,

71 Ashkennzinm were found in German Bands (Kellow Chesney, The
Victorian Underworld [ Harmondsworth, 19721, pp. 72, 329) and

pit orchestras (Du Maurier, Trilby, pp. 291, 298); the Sephardin

in salons and at recitals (Du Maurier, The Martian,y165, 166, 15k,

and Trilby, pp. 194, 197; John Galt, The Lyrshire Legatees, pp.

161a525; according to B. W, Richardson, "Race and Life on English

Soil', F., NS 26 (1882), 223, the Jews "have excelled above all

others'™ in music: cf, '"the music of the celestial spheres and fourpence

in the pound a month', B, L. Farjeon, fAcron *he Jew. 3 vols,
[ PN Y ARk e a . e Q
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but the realities had little to do with o figure such ns

I 1

Svengali is hnord

ct

Svengali, o nccept as o roeal mnn, but os
n liternry prop he scems to be very successful and worthy of
comment,

Firstly, it should be noticed that such wrs Au Mnurier's
respect for Jewish musical talent that this is probably the only
reason why this warped genius is described as o Jews

Secondly, Svengali is more than being talented or even
extroordinarily giftel; he is genius gone bad, o sycophantic
Pied Piwver, If one made hin invest in sone normal values

one would be fraced with n character very similar to Herr Kxlesuer

(the erratic musical genius of George Hliot's Daniel Deronda

16761), o pianist noted for his arrognnce, brusquencss, talent,
discernment, flowing hair and piercing, fascinnting eves,
Such o source of inspiration for du Maurier would not only supply
a ready made skeleton to be fleshed out; it would also suggest why
Svengali is so abusively described as o marasite. George Eldiot
is surposed to have based her character uyon ther acquaintance
Lnton Rubenstein, n protege of Liszt's; if Jdu Maurier is thought
to have had some similar model in nind for Svengali, the loathing
of his contemporaries for Liszt and his school would have
provided ample precedent for the tone adopted by du Maurier
towards his creaturc: fThose nusicians of Young Germany are
maggots, that gquicken frow corruption, They have no bone, nor
flesh, nor blood, nor marrow, The end of their being is to prey
uron the ailing trunk, until it has become putrid and rotten.f75
This makes du Maurier seem n little feeble in his attack,

Thirdly, the reculiar nature of Svengnli's villainy is

72 G. S, Haight, "George Eliot's Klesmer", in Imagined Worlds:
(%3

3,
Lssoys on some Lnglish Novels and Novelists in honour of John
Butt, edd. Maynard Mack and Ian Gregor (London, 1958), pp. 205-1%4,

73 Musical World, June 30, 1855, in N, Slonimsk Lexicon of Musical
3 7y ’ N
Invective ... (2nd edition: Seattle, 1969), p, 226,
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equally derivative, His desire to turn Trilby into a hurmaon flexible

flageclet was linked with his desire to seduce her and have her

love '"him at his bid'ling with a strange, unreal, factitious
G . . N

love, Seduction by mesmerism wos a theme which put du Maurier

in the company of Dickens - note Jasper's power over Rosa Bud:

"He has nmade a slave of me with his looks, He has forced ne

to vwnderstand him without his saying o word ..., I avoid his

eyes, but he forces me fto see him without loocking at then! -

or the author of The Power of iMesmerism (1880) who describes

how Frank Etheridge "has learned the art of mesmerism, and

75

resolves to enjoy his sister by its nmeans,.” There would not
seerm to be any evidence of a direct link, but Svengsli, the
villainous Jewish mesmerist, is certninly more akin to that
villainous non-Jewish mesmerist, John Jasper, than to the
archetypes of anti-senmitism thot are predictably produced by
Rosenberg, Certainly, if the false science of Trilby is ignored
and Svengalil is imagined as achieving his goals by wmeans of
demonic powers or the force of his personality, there would be
no doubt that he wans a Gothic villain of the decpest dge: and
that considerations of anti- or philo-semitism would be quite
irrelevant,

There were thousands of governesses, or ladies' companions,
in Victorian Ingland, and perhaps no occupations had less intrinsic
interest; nevertheless, perhaps because there was a ready-made
auvdience, examples flourished in the Victorian novel, Jewesses

amongst them, The public wans tired of them by 1859, when
J: H

Harriet Martineau complained of the incessant "repetition

74 Du Maurier, Trilby, ps 357.

75 Dickens, The Mystery of Idwin Drood (1870), ed, Margaret
Cardwell (Oxford, 1972), p« 533 H. 5. ishbce, Index of Forbidden
Books (paperback ed.: Londor, 1969), p. 3%8. Charles Felix, The

Notting Hill Mystery (Tondon, 1865) has an induced suicide.
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of the dreary story of the snirit broken governess“;76 but
the flood continued unabatel until governesscs theimselves
almost ceased to exist,

The governess was not kept in print by public concern at

ne ;77

her plig but by the demands of two literanry conventions,
On the one hand it was a means of introducing & young girl

into o strange and often exciting lhousehold; on the other it
was an exemplification of a convention expressed poetically by
Gray - "Full mary a flower is born to blush unsecen/ind waste
its sweetness on the desert air'' - and critically by M, Jeanne
Robinson: "her emloynent became a prostitution of her cducation

78

and the values underlying it,” in agonised awareness of her

position qualified the governess for fiction as no other member

of the working classes was qualificed, for, as iHenry James pointed

out, figures in any drama only become intereuting ns they becone
. .79 . .

aware of their situation., ~ The governess, with her middle-class

values and training and her perpetuszl working-class drudgery,

was only too Yaware', Many fictional Jewesses are placed in

this artificial and rhetorical position; and the fact that it

sunplies the mainsvring to the vlot of Israel Zangwill's novel

The Children of the Ghetto (1892) mnkes one doubt c¢laims such

as "[in him] the kaleidoscopic ghetto of Britain found its master
[o}

L .8
artist nnd portrayer.”

77 On the mutability of the inglish public conscience, see
Desmond Bowen, The Idea of the Victorian Church (Montreal, 1968),

78 M, Jeanne Petersen, '"The Victorian Governcss: S
in Family and Society', VS, 14 (1970), 15; Patr
The Victorian Heroine: A Chanpging Ideal 18%7-187% (L

tatus Incongruence
icia Thomson,
ondon, 1 956) .

79  Henry James, The Princess Casamassima (1886) (London, 1921), p. ix.

80  See Lucien Woolf, "Israel Zanswill, 1061-1926%, JHSE, 11

(192hk~27), 252~ 766 , for an ort odox pictistic cvaluations

76 Harriet Martineau, "Female Industry'", ER, 109 (1859), 293-336.



Phore were also pmany Jewish refugees; and one of the most
obvious instances of the Jew having 1little inportance in novels
with Jewish themes is the "Russian® novel, It has been pointed
out that interest in the working classes found its way into
fiction during times of crisis, and only they similarly, the Jewish
immigrant frow Russia and Poland only hecaie naterial for a novel

o
. - ! . s . o1
when he was unwanted both in the Pale of bBettlement and Dritain,

The immigfaﬁf himée&%, ﬁowc&ég; s ﬁo% the source of inferesf.
On the one hand, ih the political world it was not
expedient to raisc a new cry of hitrocityl'™, as had been done
following Turkish action in Dulgaria, Iven Gladstone was unsure
if he ought to subscribe to an appeal: "My position is rather
peculiar," he wrote to Lord Granville, "I an inclined, if you
will let me, to subscribe to the fund, with the understanding
82
that it is purely elemosyinary.’
On the other hand, the atrocitics became a subject of

sensational interest rather than one of decp or personal concern,

When, in 1882, a review in Rlackwood's Magnzine noted an increased

intercst in the sufferings of the Jews it rightly predicted

increased popularity for tales of Jewish 1life; perhaps no-one

realised that the new fiction genernted by the events would

use the pogroms as historical justification for scencs of cruelty,

eroticism and sadism, and that accounts would be pralsed for

81 P, J., Keating, The Working Classes in Victorian Fiction
(London, 1971), p. 2; just as working class fictional
presence was generated by (1) the Chartists, (2) the issues of
slun clearance, and (3) fears of socialism, so the refugees fron
the pogroms feature in the novel only when the nersecutions
feature as newspaper headlines, Thus W, T. Le Queux reported
Russia for The Times and wrote the pro-snarchist i Secret Service
(1896), then Germany for The Daily Mail and wrote the anti-German
The Invasion of 1910 (1905),.

&2 Countess of Desert, '"Tsar v, Jew', NC, 29 (1891), 978, conments
on this silences; W,E. Gladstone, The Political Correspondence’
... with Tord CGranville, 1876-1886, ed, 4, Ramin, vol. 1 (Oxford,

1962) s Po 3%3,
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containing "full and authentic particulars of this atrocious
persecution of the most thr:lling interest' - a sadly debased
reaction.83

Little could be learned about the plight of the Jews
from novels which developed around sequences of escapes of

female virtue either by miracle or by assassination, and laid
b

tress upon the number of raped, flogged and knouted

Ex

631

great
Jewesses., '"The worst feature of the whole affair was the barbarities
committed against the Jewish women, wrote Joseph Hatton, who

seemed to take pleasure in describing the barbarism of the

Russians and the exhibitionism of his Jewish heroinc, Novels

which exnloit the persecution of the Jews, the burning of their
villazes and the floods of refugees as scenarics for cheap

conversions and melodramatic rescues from castle keeps are nothing

hut immoral. Having reached this level fictional treatments of

[0}

Jew-hatred were too sensational to say anything worthwhile about

N

either the Jews or the hatred, The novel rcader's appetite

o

8%  H, S, Ldwards, "Kompért's Jewish Tales", EM, NS 32 (1832),
158; YThe Penury of Russia®, 1R, 177 (1893), 26: reviewing
M, Harold Frederick, The New Ixodus (London, 1893),

84 Joseph Hatton, By Order of the Czar, the Tragic Story of
inna Klosstock, Cueen of the Ghetto, 3 vols. (2nd ed,:
London, 1890), vol. 1, p. 113, vol. 3, p. 180: "She tore open
her dress, exhibiting her lovely white arm and part of a beautiful
bust' and then, having alerted the voyeur by this display, she
turns to show the ridges and welts on her shoulders; cf, J, B
Muddock, For God and the Czar] (London, 1892), pp. 129-30, 2693
Louisa Thompson, Ivan Graham, 4 Story of the lledical Mission to
the Jews in Russia (London, 1696) starts with a serious attempt
to account for CGraham's conversion (which secms to have been
influenced by the Cambridge Seven), but soon deteriorates: from
the moment his mission reaches Russia the Bibles are being
distributed faster than the medicanments, and the Jews are being
bowled over (and converted) like nincpins, These novels contain
surprising echoes (of Alexander Dumas, for example: sec Hatton,
By Order of the Czar, vol. %, p. 132, and vol. 2, p. 59, for
reminiscences of Monte Cristo) but we are never surprised by
their grasp of the situation: as an antidote note this comment
by U, O, Brrera, The Russian Jew, p. 164: Usuch, however, is the
patience of the Jew, and his respect for the law be 1t ever so
iniquitous that there are comparatively foew Jews among the Nihilists',
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overrode in a buyer's market the desire to do literary justice
to a terible situation, This is perhaps the crudest example
of convention-as-king dictatinz the kind of roles played by

Jewish characters in the novel,

3

The reading public of the last century had certain expectations
which authors were content to meet by working within paravieters
which excluded the non~Christian, the low or the unusual
experience or desire as being unsuitable., In this fictional
cecunene the image of the Jew is very cffectively submerged

berneorh that of the nouveau riche, the naif, the rake or whatever,

This can be seen more clearly in the works of the Anglo-
Jewish novelists than clsewhere., There is much to be gained
by following up a hint from Joseph Leftwich that Grace fLguilar

celebrates the values of Captain Marryat as well as those of

o
Jewish tradition. ~ TFor a hundred years, from Godwin's "Jewish

Aristarchus! to Benjamin Farjeon's "Jewish Aristides', Jewish
characters are formed by Western conventions. This was even
true for Israecl Zangwill, "Zangwill's Jewry was a terra incognita,y

86
wrote ¥oolf; it was o world known only to himself, IHarold

Fisch commented: "The naturalist such as Zola will portray a
palace realistically by making it appear like a slumj; Zangwill
mointains, by contrast, that if the lens is properly focussed

s}

a slum will be secn as glorious as a palace,." ‘ The palace

”

85 Josevh Leftwich, "inglo-Jewish Literaturc', TJQ, 1.1
(Bpring, 1953), 19.

o
(02N

Lucien Woolf, "Isrocl Zangwill, 1861-1926", JH5SE, 11

(1924"27), 2560

87  Harold Fisch, "Israel "angwill, Prophet of the Ghetto',
Judaism, 13.4 (1964), 4008,
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was constructed, and it was glorious indeed; but, because 'he

shared certain attitudes and emotions with the minor Victorians®

the style depended upon old and frequently sentimental myths

of the Znglish novel, As Ludwing Lewisson put it, "although an

O

immiprant Jew and brought up in Vhitechapel and all that
; ¥ Y 4

o

(&)

-~

much of his writing is typically Victorian,”

$

This is not a condennation for the typically Victorian

Zongwill is a very entertaining author, but when Zangwill himsclf

realised that Jewish novels in anything other than Eebrew or
J &

89

Yiddish were '"hybrid products, children of mixed marriages"

we must realise it too, and anpreciste how the roles plaved
9 Rt o

5

by Jews in these novels were determined by non-Jdewish factors,

Then the business of critical evaluation can begin,

90

88  Joserh Leftwich, Israel Zangwill (London, 1957), p. 11,
89  ibid., 31,

90

"No talent' is the dismissal of Gerda Charles, "Anglo-dewlsh
Writing Today', Dispersion and Unity, 13/14 (1971), 244-49;

I shall attempt such o criticism of Daniel Deronda, and then restate
ny case through an examination of the religious fictlon which deals
with the conversion of Jews.
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CHAPTER FOUR:
DANTIEL DERONDA

DANIEL DERCONDL has becn called 'George Bliot's Zionist

Novel" and the acceptability of its Zionism would seem assured by
accolades she received from Jews - and by the » dn, of a George
S . - 1 . .
Tliot Street in modern Tel-Aviv, But criticscre Unaninous in
their view that the Jewish element of the novel does not quite
work; at his kindest Dr. Leavis has commented that George Eliot
is tnot sufficiently aware'" of what is happening: he, and others,
. . s 2 .
can be much ruder in their criticisns, This ought to cause us
to question how much George Eliot understood her "Jewish question® and
how much she was really involved in it: the problem of what on
ecarth Jewish characters are doing in a novel intended to be "all
about Bnglish ladies and gentlemen with the scene laid in

3

Wiltshire™ can only really be answered after an even more
interesting question has been settled ~ did George Eliot (on the
subject of the Jews) know wiat she was talki~g about?

The Zionist phenomenon has, of course, produced works of

creative literature; what would seem cdoubtful is whether we can

count Daniel Deronda as one of them, First of all, the generative

power of Zion was derived from Theodor Herzl: "Suddenly a

"

compelling force had arisen and he dominated us with his

extraordinary personality, with his gestures, manner of spcech,

1 F, R, Leavis, "George Eliot's Zionist Novel", Commentar
30,4 (October, 1960), 317-325; David Keufwann, George Eliot

and Judaism (London, 1877): Theodor Herzl saw a continuous

tradition from Disraeli, through the George Eliot of Daniel

Deronda, to his own work: The Complete Diaries of Theodor Herzl,

cd., Raphael Petai, trans, Harry Zohn, vol, 2 (London, 1960),

p. 5485 Rosenberg, Shylock to Svengali, p. 18k,

2 Fo R, Leavis, "Zionist Novel®™, 321,

3 William Blackwood wrote to John Blackwood quoting this
summary by Lewes on 21 April 1875: The George Iliot Letters
ed, G, 5, Haight, vol, 6 (New Haven, 1956), p. 136,
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his ardour and vision”.q Anything written before Herzl's whirlwind
entrance was concerned with something different, even if the
vocabulary used - Jewish people, nationnl home - seens at a
superficial glance to be the same. No amount of realing and
research by itself could have nade George Eliot a Zionist, as
Herzl himself was 'largely ignorant of Jewish traditions'; and

his followers were'in some sense apart of the fin~de-siécle revolt
of Buropean youth against o liberal, rationalist culture which was
considered degenerate, without soul, and incorrigibly bourgeois',
When these enthusiansms were rechannelled by the nctivists of
Eastern Burope, the Jewish tradition was turned upon its head.

4 mid-Viectorian writer could hardly have anticipated this view

of Judaism: "We might even say, after the manner of the Frenbh
philosopher, that if the Jewish religion did not exist, the Hebrew
antion would have to invent it, in order to justify its own
existence, That the Jewish religion can easlily be made to serve
this purpose goes without snying: and there is no higher purpése
to which it could be applied", This could not have been seen, any
nore than the enrly Zionists themselves could have seen the Arab

7

peoples' twentieth-century view of theuselves,

I, Rabbi Mordecai Brande is quoted in John Bagot Glubb, Peace

in the Holy Land (London, 1971), p. 258; cf, the Rev. Dr.
Strauss: "Although these eight years have passed since [his death],
we still have before us his charning personalitys we still feel
nis overpowering presence; we are still under the spell of his
sympathetic eye; we are still captivated by the words of his nouth,
"Theodor Herzl'', The Zionist (iugust, 1912), 4k,

5 fmos Blon, The Israelis: Founders and Sons (London, 1971), p. 242,

6 M.S., "Hebrew and Englishman®™, The Zionist, L (1913-1914), 137,

7 "We may live to see a great outburst of force in the ALrabs,
who are being inspired with a new zeal'" - these thoughts of
Deronda show as much as anything that Daniel Deronda is not a
Zionist novel; proto-Zionism could not have shown this sympathy.
(Daniel Deronda [1876] , ed. Barbara Hardy [Harmondsworth, 1967 ]
p. 584), Neither Jews nor Arabs shared Disraeli's stronge
enthusiasm for confusing the two races (coege: Mosaic Arabs, for
the Jews; Mohammedan hrabs, for the Lrabs; Conmingsby, p. 182).
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Moreover, Zionist literature is a twentieth-centur henonenon.
3 P

Herzl himself ¢id not write Das neue Ghetto until 1894, and it

was not published as a playv until 1903 -~ the same yvear in which
r pLag ¥

Shaw (in Man and Superman) created Mendoza, his would-be Zionist,

The late ninetecnth century gave little attention to the Pale of
Settlement; when it did, however, the panacea was secen to be
emigration to the United States, It was not for several years
that Zionism supplied the answers to the dilermas of fictional
characters,

Few, indeed, would have predicted 2o political future for
the Jews until the Zionist Congress in Basle in 1897 nmade nen
start dreaming dreams and agitating to realise them, A8 late
as 1894 George Adam Smith was writing: ""the idea that Palestine
can ever belong to one nntion, even though this were the Jows,
is contrary both to Nature and Scripture,”8 But, by 1919 4. J.
Balfour could write that: "The four great powers are committed
to Zionism and Zionism, be it right or wrong, good or bad, is
rooted in long-ago tradition, in present needs, in future hopes,
of far profounder import than the desires or prejudices of the
700,000 Arabs who now inhabit that ancient 1and.”9

It was not only new that the four powers should be of one
mind concerning n Jewish buffer state in the Middle East (though
in 18%9 The Globe, o mouthpiece for Palmerston, had advocated
sonething similar),jo but also that the inevitable and right

answer to these traditions, needs and hopes was and nust be Zionlsm,
3 P

8 George Adam Smith, The Historical Geography of the Holy

Land, Especially in Relation to the History of Israel and
of the Larly Church (London, 10694), p., 59; "this dream is as
yet within no measurable distance of reslisation', Samucl
Gordon, Sons of the Covenant p. 255,

"

9 Cf, Christopher Sykes, Cross Roads to Israel (London, 1965), p. 17

10 Walter Laquer, [ History of Zionism (London, 1972), p. 43,




The fufklérung was a time of transition for the Jews of Burope
s well as the non-Jews: during this period (haskalah) both groups
found themselves incapable «f seeing the con.enporary Jew as
part of an eschatological and historical scheme, and as a result
Jewry passed through the nineteenth century trying te find for
itself a world role and to define its destiny., Zionism, even
when loosely defined, was but one of many attempts to solve the
Jewish problem; during George kliot's day it was neither the
rost obvious nor the nost desirable of solutions, Political
sovereipgnty was not the predominant Jewish desire, and '"the
Jewish situntion nnd the Jewish problem were such, prima facle,
that other than strictly political aims seemed to deserve prior
a‘c’cerﬁcion..”1’l

If, then, Zionism was not in the air when George Eliot

wrote Daniel Deronda; if Zionisnm was so far from being the

natural solution that one historian has cormented that its

problem was not '"to activate a latert historical impulse ...

[butl to overcome Jewish history and impose a new pattern upon

the Jewish Consensus”;12 and if there was nc agreement as to

the way to go - then George IDliot's sources nd her handling

of thenm demand n more careful consideration., She was not writing
A "“"7ionist novel! in the way that future novelists could, 1In

her day she would not have found a ready-nade frame of dialectic
to support her characters, as they did; not, at any rate, from

the Jews themselves, Three possible sources are, however,

worth consideration: Reforn Judaism, the thought of Isaac Deulch,

and that of Spinoza (and Moses Hess).

TIn her rescarch for the Jewish background to Daniel Deronda

11 Ben Halpern, The Idea of the Jewlsh State (Canbridge, Mass.,
1961>, ppu 8""107 2['4'0

12 ibid. ppe. 56-57
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George Eliot seenms to have avoided the congregations of Reformed
Judaism. In the summer of 187% she and G. H. Lewes visited the
orthodox synagogues of Fran.fort and Main in search of guthentic
details: their lament for "the rarity of the Jewish type - most
of them might be German' ill accords with the thought of Claude
Montefiore that "the main aim of reformed Judaism may be called
the denationalisation of the Jewlsh religion”o15 Nevertheless,
some of the values of the Reforn moverent would seenm to have
influenced George Eliot, The nineteenth century brought to

nany Jews the idea that the 0ld classical Biblical faith has

. . 14 . —_ . .
been dead for centuries', and the conviction that Judaisn

g
A

must continue “to teach us how to live'; they consequently
turned from the majesty of the revelation on Sinai and the
sternness of the Torah and preached a 'gentle delisn™ and a
o e s . o 16 C o

melioristic social reform', Thus, they defined Zion not as
a city but "as the symbol of united humanity, of the realisation
of mankind's highest ideals at the ead of time': in other words
P . o 17 . - _

[they] denied Zion', ' Isazc Meyer Wise wrote 'We Llook upon the
destruction of the second Jewlsh Commonwealth, not as a punishment
for the sinfulness of Israel but as a result of the divine purpose

revealed to Abraham, whick as it has become ever clearer in the

world's history, consists in the dispersion of the Jew to all

1% See Letters, ed, Halght, vol, 5, p. #27; Claude Montefiore,
"Is Judaism a Tribal Religion', CR 42 (September, 1882), 374,
14 Herman Cohen, '"The Modern Jew and the New Judaisnm’, FR NS

59 (1896), 6%1; Lucien Woolf, "What is Judaism? A "uestion
of Today'", FR NS 26 (1884), 255-256,

15 Woolf, "What is Judaisn'', 255-256.
16 Daniel Jeremy Silver, "4 Lover's Quarrcl With the Mission

of Isracl', in Contemporary Jewish Reform Thought, ed.
Bernard Martin (Chicago, 1968), p. 150,

17 ibid., p. 152 (quoting from Kaufmann Kohler, 'the Mission
of Israel and its Lpplication to Modern Times®, QCLRY,

39 [1919) , 265,
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parts of the earth for the realisation of its high priestly
mission, to lead nations to the true knowledge of God .”18
Since the opening of the Wewxt London Synagog.e of British Jews
in 1842 such idens had become increasingly current in Londonj
their currency night well have suggested to George Eliot the
vision of Mordecai,

George Eliot was certainly motivated by an enthusiast for
the Jewish National Home, who was liberal in his views on the

ission for his people,

=is

Talmud, and proposed a similar world i
Isaac Deutsch remarked, in a lecture to the Royal Institution,
that the Jews have in truth been the vanpguard and nissionaries
_ o . . , 1
of civilisation. A4nd their destiny ic not yet fulfilled". -
These ideas were not particularly original, but in 1868 George
Tliot had written to him: "do not distrust your call., I believe
L oo 200 ,
in it still'h, Tt would seem reasonable to assunme that it was
from Deutsch that George Fliot gained her enthusiasm for a higi
priestly mission for Israel, Fron him, too, she would have taken
idens which lead to the unfavourable contrast between English
society and the Jewish community. The idea which was to be
expressed by Israel Zangwill ds an aphorism - "the people of
Christ has become the Christ of pcoples, and this both in its
apostolate and in its martyrdon' - was held by many others in the
i y 3 y
century. It became a commonplace to regard "the Jews of the first
century B.C. as having largely reached the Thristian position,
in so far as the adjective applies to Semitic ethics and not to

the Greek metaphysics and sacramental notions with which the new

Jewish sect entangled :'L’cself.,”Z/I

18 Silver, ". Lover's Quarrel', o 148,

19  Emmanuel Deutsch, Literary Remains (London, 1874), p. 169,
20  Letters, ed, Haight, vol. 5, p. LL6

24 Tarnel Zanewill. The Voice of Jerusalem (London, /|9ZO>« PPe 94
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The ILssenes, in particular, werc regarded as being pre-
Christian Christians, Deutsch, for one, had shocked his henrers,
and stimulated George Eliot, when he used to maintain that in the
first century ..D. there were plenty of young enthusiasts besides
Jesus preaching o similar gospel; so that the New Testament was
the common evangel of a school of Syrian moralists such as that
of Hillel, nany of whom were quite equal to the preacher of

22 . o
Nazoareth,® Judaism, unmarred by the hellenistic theology of
Chrigtianity, had more to offer the world, and its morality provided
a good base for the measuring of non-Jewish as well as Jewish
condurt,

George "liot did not, however, adopt Deutsch's call for
Mordecai., He is deliberately compared to Spinoza. 23 Spinoza's
monism, his idens of social evolution, of the organic nation, of
Israel as the teacher of nations - ail are found in Mordecai's
faith, Whether George Eliot took then directly from Spinoza
(a5 is possible), or Ifrom his prcto-Zionist interpreter Hess
(as is unlikelv), or froii the hislorian Graetz (whom she certainly
read) is almost immaterial, The ideas are not worked out in
detail: and they are presented from George Hliot's usual Comtean
position that the new society of a just humanity will be created
by people (not politics) guided by a "spiritual power!, Even

when a Spinoza is posited 2s a potential source for Daniel Deronda,

there is a flabbiness about the Jewish theme, When Rex Gascoigne
asks Gwendolen Harleth what she would like to do with her life

she replies with a few witty idens at random: '"Oh, I don't know! -
e %

22 Frederick Harrison, [futobiographic Memoirs, vol. 2, (London
1911), p. 109, cf. Coleridge to Hurwitz, 4 January 1820:
"Christianity in its purity (understand me as spenking histurically
only) is the develomment & full growth of a sect (I usc  the word

in its best & simplust sense), the germs of which existed in the
Jewish Church at least 250 years before the birth of our Lord),
C2llccted Letters, ed. L, L., Griggs, vol, 5 (Oxford, 1968), p. 3.

23 Nandiel Nevranda = 508 Path Pl Al Towdah T adrtame - Z oA
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go to the North Pole, or ride steeple’chases, or go to be a gueen
. . X . 2ok 1
in the BEost like Lady Hester Stanhope. Tt has been a source of
critic.:l disiiay thnt Derond finds himself toking !tirah (Gwendolen's
npival™) to be such a2 gqueen in an almost cqually random fashion,
Tt is only when one turns from Jewish sources for the Jewish the e
in the novel that one ceases to share gir Hugo's anazement that
Doronda should consistently prefer a dead Jew to a liveland very
ol
beautiful) Christiar,o”

U. C. Knoeplfrmacher has astutely compared Deronda to a Cross

_ , . e 26
between Frnest Pontifex and Disraeli's Condingsby. Perhaps Tancred
would be a better choice, but in any case the three young men share
a common guost: the search i constant values in =« changing world, a
valid tradition in a universe of flux. George Eliot herself turns
to the guasi-mystical Mordecai because any possibility is better
27 . . . . . .

than hopelessness, Mordecai is certainly right in his call
for man to follow his traditions, if not in his more esoteric

imaginings; in the world of Daniel Deronda "a disregard for

tradition is tantamount to blasphemy', The couitry society of the
novel is shown to be rootless, and false; Gwendolen's own
deprivation is shown to be almost fatal: "Pity that Offendene

wons not the home of Miss Harleth's childhood or endeared to her

by family memories! L human 1ife, I think.buld be well rooted in
some spot of a native land, where it may get the love of tender
kinship for the face of the earth, for the labours men go forth

to ... not by sentimental effort and reflection, but as a sweet habit

o4 Daniel Deronda, p. 107,

25  ibid., p. 786,
26 U. C. Knoepf{lmacher, Religious Humanisu and the Victorian Novel:

George LEliot, Walter Pater and Sanuel Butler (Princeton, N.d.,
1965), p. 150,

27 U. C. Knocpflmacher, Laughter and Despair: Rending in Ten Novels
of the Victorian Era (Berkcley, 1971), D 146,
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of the blood,
Deronda cores back from Genon "with something like a
discovercd charter warranting his inherited right that his
- . 28 .
ambition had begun to yenrn forf; but Gwendolen is constantly
frustrated by her inability to obtain or even nnticipate sone
similar charter,
Comparison has fregquently been rade between the treatment
of this theme in the novel and in an earlier work, the poen

5 ) I S0 . 0 o . ;
The Smnanish Gvnsy (1068), 4 voung pirl, Fedalma, is betrothed to

-

M

and about to be married to a young Spanish Christian lord, when

=N

her father appears and claims her for his work of arousing the
national feelings of the gypsy people,
"T will wed," she announces melodramntically, "the curse

o

that blights wmy people'; and more soberly she reflects:

Father, my soul is not too base to ring

N

At touch of your great thoughts; nay, in my blood

There streans the sense unsnenkable of kind,

s leopnrd feels at easc with leopard,

is o similar Yhistorical

In Daniel Deronda Mordccal's Ju

tradition which ... is velued for its resistance to tilme and
1

evolution,” The sense of hunan progress had been so fitful

in Middlemarch (1872), that Ceorae liot felt that a

prophetic vision was needed to bind togeticer the

Daniel Deronda,.

The voung Georpge lict had, however, derided the idea of

o

3

thore beins anvihine of voalue that was svecificnlly Jewish
Lo L/— o2 PO TR R T

and had ridiculed any "assuwaption of superiority in the Jews',

28 Daniel Deronda, 2503 Tnoepflmacher, Religious Humanism, p.

29  Dapiel Deronda, pp. 013, 817.

30 ibid., p. 57,

71 Tliot, The spanish Gypsy: a Poen (1668) (London, 1911), ppe163,153,

Ny
AN



So why, it might be asked,does Georse 2liot give the Jews so
.

special 2 nlace at the end of her cnreer? The vision of the

elenent is Jewish Tor one reason: George Hllot had worked up

from a litcerary model whi that spiritual valucs

be seen to inhere in a downtrodden race,
In 18¢6 George Bliot wrote to Harriet Beecher Stowe to

explain how much they had in comwon, With the publication of

Paniel Deronda her debit to the author of Uncle Tom's Cabin (1852) had

becnne unmistakable,

Mrs., Stowe 4 two morels in her tour-de-force of what scenms

to have been unconscious brilliance, In the face of cenormity of
slavery and the fearful inhumonity of the fupitive slave legislation,
the necessity of liberty for the slaves was of first priority.

Tt is a moral imperativeof such primacy that it is not questioned,
But whot then? “that is to hecome of the freed slave? George Shelby
supsests that the Christinn virtues provide the answer: "So, when
you rejoice in your freecdom, think that you owe 1t to that good old
soul [Uncle Toml, and pay it back in kindness to his wife and

children, Think of your freedom, every time you see Uncle Tom's

Cabinjland let it be a memorial to nut you All in nind to follow

3

1 Christian as

-
ju

in his stens, and be as honest, and faitnful, «

a letter from George YMnrris there is, however, a

hint of a broader vision, and a more exciting future for tihe black

Just like Daniel Deronda, CGeorge Harris -'® bright and

inheritance from

talented voung mulatto man? 7 - received o
b A

i

hwis mothor and father, To his

was g child to bhe imbued

=y
. L . o 55 . o \
with a sense of his heritage and with love:” to his father he

finight, vol. 6, p. 301 (29 October, 1876).

W
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-
o
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-
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Harrict Beecher Stowe, Uncle Tom's Cobin (1652), Gverynans
Library: London, 1909), p. 433.

L
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B ibid., pp. 19, 426, %5 ibid,, De 426,
AO1Gey PP 3 ADLUsy T



fyins no more than o fine

.
beneath the surface of Daniel Deronda, JAlmost despite hersclf,
Deronda's mother brince him to know her and hils faith and linecgﬂ,37

whilst the facility with which Sir lugo handles his young charge -

tactfully cnlled nephew - ds shown to be one with the ease of his

2]

other ncguired nrts: his mode of talking to his dogs and horses

bJ
¢

and smoking'ty Both men are blessed with gentle wives who can

inspire them to thelr great works; for both see o work to be done

both benefit the degraded of their races and helwn influence

ot
oy
js

fan
o)
-
-
-

to lerrla wrote George Harris, Ynot 2s to an

humanity., "I go
wlysium of romance, but as to o field of work," 7 Deronda had been

tought by Mordecai that non-action was

nous, And $0 he announces
to Gwendolen that a tnsk .., presents itself to me as a duty: 1 oo
I

csolved to begpin it, however feebly,. T am resolved to devote my
o] 5 x>7 of

. . L0
life to 1t,.7

2o

For neither can this work hbe done at home, I have no wish

to pass for an Jmerican, or to identify nyself with then,” wrote

hq
Horris; whilst Deronda could not i

2

HMordecal: "let every keern far away from the brotherbood and

the inheritnnce he despiscs.' For ench of them full citizenship

of their nstive countri be dmpessible, ™Mhat is the
citizenzhip of him who walks among a people he has no hearty kindred
nd fellowship with, and has lost the scnse of brotherhood with

his own race?' The answer for both was, none,

Yhat 2id they woant, then? U1 want a people that

%6 ibid EYi Yani
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Uncle Towm's Cabin, p. 426

_—

4o Daniel Deronda, pn.875,595 4
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2 Danicl Deronda, 1, 506 43 ibid.




a tanpgible, separale existence of its own™ -~
of our sennratencss will not be comnleted and
transformation unless our race takes on

b

nationality”, ~ Tor the Tric tion

one, VAT an o na

Iy
other, "an orgonic centre” for the race 2o
nationnl hones evolving nnd showing "o growth
o) D o b

5

i o
Firstly, with the formatiocn of a nntion

that wonl?
Lo

councils of notions

the

th

771;1“;

talked

for two reasous.

the

O

o persc T, ensloved Lfricon race®, 7 Similarly,
thot fthe multitudes of the Jewish wmceople are 1g
and superstitious’ and arc the viectins of pre]

Butrevive the orranic centre’ then Tthe

. \ . 50
have a defence in the court of natlons”,)

Sccondly, these nations bave o role to p
that of international advocates, They nre to

7

)L

aff

Ly

o)
L

tect

it

ront,

outrapged

)

would

he

b

no

e

I3

(&3

wonder

other then

ect

and the world, VThe life of o people grows, 1t is
and yet expanded, in joy and sorrow, in thought and =

the thoupght of other

a8 ney wecl World; S

of noations,' Georpe Harris dwm: this

and vitality to the African republic which would
of civilisation and Christianity™ across Africa o

nations and gives

osposl

0
f)

then

heir

giving

Troll

neighbours

narrow

knit together

strength

implied

the

beyond, Just as this inwlies more for o Yrepublic where the
5% .
Jewish spirit manifests itself"’” than the circumscribed ains of
Ly Uncle Tom's Cabin, n. 426 45 Daniel Deronds, pr. 594 ff,
Lé& Uncle Tow's Cabin, p. 426 L7 P. 595
L& ibid., p. 505 49 h26
50 Daniel Deronda, pp. 591,595 51
52 Uncle Tom's Cabin, p. 427, 5% Doniel Deronda, pp. 597, 59

tide
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Zionism (Vthe creation of = political protectornte wiich wonld

5l
lomeland in Palestine’),”

foster the development of a Jewis! 50

it called for less than those who followed Lpinoza, (and wanted "a

Jewish state .. not ac an end in itself but as 2 means towards the

just socilal order to which all people nepilredti,)

snoke of the passinz of an era of inglo-Saxcn dominance and looked
rf.{)

) . . Y W)

ifor an hour of universal peace nnd brotherhood), the role of

the Africoan was to be localised in Africa. & similar destiny was

foretol® for Ya new Judean, poised betwecen Bast and West - a

=0y
I .o . .
covenant and reconciliation', for in Deronda's and Mordecaills

5L Meyer W, Veigal, cee w0 Far: & Jatehin roaohy (London, 1671 s

55 Walter Laqueur, i History of Zionism, p. 525 it is unlilkely
that Mrs, Stowe and Ceorge nliot could both hove chanced on
this formula: it was an entirely new devarturc with regard to the
Jews but o rehash of over fifty years agitation on behalf of the
Negro. "ivery coumany of emigrants [to Liberia was] regorded as
2 band of missionaries to Africa (Samuel Wilkcoow, L Concise History
of the Tommen nt, Tropress and Present Condition of the American
Colonics in Liber ﬁifWashington, 18735 1, p. 90) to build up a
Christian empire in Africa (pp. 32, 34); Ralph Randolph Gurney,
Life of Jehudi Ashmun, late Coloninl figent in Liberia, With an
Lippendix, Contoining 'xtracts from his Journal and other Writings;
With @ Drief oketch of the Life of the Rev, Lott Cury (1035 [reprinted:
New York, 19601), sAnpendix, p. 1603 Honday Banon Lkpan, "The Lfrican
Policy of the Liberian fSettlers, 1641-1932: 4 Study of the Native"
Policy of a Fon-Colonial Power in Africa', (unrublished Ph,D, thesis:
University of Ibadan, 1968), p. 3; the argumcents of Robert Finley
and the American Colonisation Society "arpealed to those who wished
to uplift frec negross, those who honed Lo « nd missionary work
to all corners of the globe, those who graspea for o painless systen
of emancipation - and those who perceived the glint of commercial
advantage benesth the froth of religious phrases': P, J. Staundenraus,
The ifricsn Colonisation Movement 1815-1865 (Hew York, 19671), p. 22;

f i

Penelone Campbell, Maryland in Africa: The Maryland State Colonisation

vy

Though Georpge Harris

Society 1831-1857 (Urbana, 1971), p. ; Monrovia Weclkly lirror,
They glowed with enthusiasm over the prospect of establishing &
missionary nation upon a countinent sorely in need of spiritual light
and leading', gquoted in Elizabeth Dearmin Furbay, Top Hats and Ton
Toms (London, 1946), p. 7; Nnamdi Lzikiwe, Tiberia in World Politics
(Westmnort, Conn., 1970), pp. B4, 505 Lawrence L. Marinelli, The New
Liberia: /. Historical and Political Survey (London, 1964), pp. 35,
16657 hrticle 5, Section 13 of the “ornetitution; all the arguments
advanced by Mrs, Stowe were traditional and without Jewish parallels.
(Foreign missionary teams arrived in Liberin in 1827 [Swissl, 1832
[Mcthodist Dpiscopaliansl, 1834 [imerican Board of Commisions for
Foreign MissionsJ’ 18%6 [Protestant Spiscopalian], etc.y it was an
easy dream to helileve i, )

56  Uncle Tom's Cabin, pe 428. 57  Daniel Deronda, p. 597.
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58
minds also "ench nation has its own wgrk”,) Bechatology and
Y

political nationalism were both side issues, and irrelevant,

O_;

The republic was to be created so that the Jewish spirit could
nanifest itself, for consclousness of race was secn as an essential
concomitant to spiritusl richness., For the same reason George
Harris could only apply this text - #'Whercas thou hast been

- 59
forasaken and hated ... L will make the: an eternal excellence' -
to his situation as an African in Africaj; for Mrs, Stowe there
could be no such fulfilment in fmerica: even for the whitest
of mulattos.

There is another way in which George Elilot drew upen

a framework provided by Harriet Beccher Stowe, Uncle Tom's Cabin

is constructed around the repetition of a Ycrucial human

predicament', a mother deprived of her child, This leitwmotif

4

cane, with 2ll its emotional depth, from a personal loss,
Mrs. Stowe's young son Charley died from the choleraj conscquently

there are patterns "of outrage in which the lNegro nmother apgain

e}

and again was separated from her child and in which the Negro

. : e 60
saint wans forced to submit to every dindignity."”

George Iliot was spared this kind of personal involveuent,

RN

of course, but 2ll her major characters in Daniel Deronda

operate under the burden of such a deprivation or of some parental
delinquency, There is a quite remarkable number of diswnlnced
persons in the narrative of the novel, HNot only are the

obviously displaced important (therc is Lzra Mordecai Cohen,

58  Daniel Deronda, p. ; 90, 59  Uncle Tom's Cabin, p, 428 (Is.60,15)

60 Charles U, iforster, The Rungless Ladder: Harriet Beccher

Stowe and New England Puritanism (Durham, 11.C., 1954),pp. 40,
274 the threat of this deprivation pre cwm1t“tos what is perhans
the most fawmous picce of melodrama in the novel, Eliza's crossing
of the ice~floes on the Chio: '"!'Poor bo-{ poor f(]low" said
Elizas; 'they have sold you! but your mother will save you yetl'?V
(Uncle Tom's Cabin, pp. 4%, 66-67),
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for cxample,on- Mrs, Lydia Glasher), but Gwendolen, Daniel
and Mirah themselves all come into -his category.

CGwendolen Harleth was the child of Mrs. Davilow's first
narriage; and she resents the drunken, violent, and usually
absent step-father, Captain Davilow. The weskness and scelf-
indulgence of lMrs, Harleth causcd her daughter to wmature in
spiritual isolation and deprived her of salvation through the

lares et menateSe

Daniel is not only a similarly deprived person - "Deronda,"
remarks Bernard J, Paris, Yis George Eliot's nortrait of the
disinherited intellectual”61 - he also suffers ngonics because
he is a child of parents whom he does not know, Sir Hugo
Mallinger, who brings him up, is noted as being generally
insensitive to the necds of the child, By the age of thirteen
Deronda is completely insecure in his cwotions as well as in
his intellect; he drifts from University to the City and then
around Burope, all the time "significantly limited as an active
mnoral being',

Gwendolen and birah drift likewise, The one atteupts a
moral suicide at the gambling tables of Leubronn: the other
literally tries to drown herself in the Thades, It is significant
that the only purposive action that has been performed by any
of the group when they first meet was Mirah's search for her
riother; this is an attempt to restore those gualities in fanily
life which can produce the "spiritual force which wmust have ...

A national location as well as dinternational authority' and nust

i
5%
7 Gwendolen, widowed, will

have dependable familial roots. d,

61 Bernard J, Paris, Dxperiments in Life: George wsliot's
Cuest for Values (Detroit, 1965), pe 205,

62 ibid., p. 205.

63 Knoepflnacher, Laughter and Despair, p. 152.
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seek for "life' in the same field as ilons Meyrick, the caring
for one's "little mother™ and sisters,
The hero (Daniel Deronda) shares Mrs, Stowe's happy
ng. He discovers both his wother and hio native traditions,
(0f course, the hero matures to respectability, legitimacy and

s

an inheritance in many novels from

n Jones on), ¥With the

example of Uncle Tom's Cobin before her George Bliot was able

to manipulate her displaced persons to comment about the vices

in society, This is why the novel was said to be about Wiltshire
and not the dinsporas U. C. Knoepflmacher has pointed out

that Daniel's grandfather (the representative of the tradition
which Deronde adopts) was both a physician and a religious enthusiast;
Danicl Charisi thus tried to do what Lydgate and Dorothen tried

in the provincial world of Middlemarch, The Jews woere useful

to Ceorge Bliot as examples of the values siac tried to encournge
£ ¢ ’

in Middlemarch surviving on an international scale.

It should not come as a surprise, then, that many Jews
resented George Lliot's 'elaboratc misconception' of their
65

race and relipgion, She was not, after all, conccrned to do
them justice; despite what she wrote (16 December 1676) to
Flizabeth Stuart Phelps - "The principles that are at the root
of ny effort to panint Dinah Forris are equally at the root of my

J 66 s ]
effort to paint Mordecal' - the rehabillitation of the Jew
(or the Wesleyan Methodist) was o merely incidental part of her
scheme, There is, besides, one ilmportant difference hetween

Dinah Morris and Mordecaid (and their roles)., George Slict was

able to comment about the earlicer novel (Ldam Bede [1859] ),

64 ibid., pp. 12L-25,

65  Awmy Levy, Reuben uDChu, i Sketeh (London, 1808), pp. 115-16.

66 letters, ci. Eaight, vol. 6, p. 378,
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N
{

everything grew e.. out of the ¢l

67

haracters and thelr mutuzl

relations®, Concerning Daniel Deronda, however, she wrote

5

that she 'meant cveryvthing in the bool to be relanted to

2

. - 60 . . .
verything else', In the one the unity was organic, in the
other it was artificial, ‘When George IZliot tried to work up
her art from preconceived idecs (as when she developed The Spanish

69

. . s - . s ¢
Gypsy from her reactions to a painting of the Lnnunciation)

she was conpletely unsuccessful, In Daniel Deronda she similarly

failed to work a synthesis of preconcieved cut and dried thenes,

The novel strains to covne with f'the religion of heredity or
I 0 &

race': no other novel of the nineteenth century scens to
corme o close to describing the essence of the Jewish national

experience, and no other novel manipulates its Jews to such an
extent to fit the demands of the plot schena,

It remains for us to discuss the wny in which the theme
is integrated into a world of fox hunting and archery contests,
The novel is built around three formal confrontations betwe the
attitudes of Gwendolen and Deronda, There are, of course, nany
mectings of the two (to the extent that a love affair can be
seriously suspected), but those three episodes - al Leubronn,
the Abbey for the Mow Vear, and Cenoa - arc focal points for
the orpganisation of the narrative,

Bach scene becomes dramatic because of the stance struck
by Deronda or the position that he defends. A4t Leubronn his
disapproval of Gwendolen's gambling supplies her with an image

that s¢

18 likely to haunt her for the rest of her life, Deronda's

67 ibid,, vol. 2, p. 503,

9} » »
68  ibid,, vols 6, p. 290,

N
\O

Paris, Ixperiments in Iife, pp. 119-20.

70 Leavis, The Great Tradition, p. 95,
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enotional

r
o

reaction to the crisis in his upbringing is

oy

desire to involve others in mutual redemption, but Gwendolen's
is driving her into herself, By the time that they view
gach other across the Casino - and Deronds has involved himself
in the redenption of her necklace - he has =alrecady rescucd
Mirah from a watery suilcide attenpht. “hereas he is continually
trying to find a meaningful link between himsell and the
traditions which surround him (and the centry of the young
Jewess into his life gives hix food for thought), Gwendolen is
neither striving for nor running any danger of finding a
heritage of her own, Though she is in flight from Grandcourt
and his sterile manipulative abuse of privilege and people,
she has alternative goals for hersclf, With no concept of duty,
or sense of obligaticn to either the past or the futurc to sustaln
her, she is terrified at the thoupght of going into service, and
she has nothing to draw on to strengthen her - resistance of the
hypnotic Henleigh Mallinger CGrandcourt., Ie places her in a vortex
of emotions and moral vanlues which is to prove as negative for
her as the Hebrew one, discovered by Deronda through his rescuc
of Mirah, is to prove positive for him,

By the time that the CGrandcourts come to spend the New
Year at the Abbey, Deronda is instinctively reaching out to
his Jewish heritape which is, as yet, undiscovercd., Under the
roral challenge that he sensed behind Mordecald's gquestion as to
whether he could read Hebrew, Daniel is, without further solicitation,
teaching himscelf the language., However, whilst he begins to align
himself with his destiny, Deronds can still dally with Gwendolen
enough for her husband to suspect infidelity. For him, Deronda is a

fat. Gwendolen herself is trying to find stability by overyplaying

the role of the grand lady: her being accepted condemns both

Gwendolen and the society in which she now noves,
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The importent speech comes when Daniel, having been
appointed Sir Hugo's cicerone for the day, sets about explaining
the restoration of the ibbey's architecture, His reflections
entertain his immediate companion, Miss Juliet Fennj; they
provoke Gwendolen to thought; and they bring Deronda into line
with what he is to learn of Mordecai's concept of organic
nationhood, As he meditates "whether one oftener learns to
love real objects through their reprcsentations, or the

71 he
bis is preparing

representations through the real objects”
himself to understand the relationship between the Torah and
the 1ife of the Spirit, Gwendolen, meanwhile, has bccome even
more ingecure as her tactless remarks have revealed an acquisitive
soul., The attitudes that are formed at this time reach forward
into the final novewment,.

This centres on their meeting in Genoa when Deronda gilves
Gwendolen aphoristic advice on the nature of duty - having
just received from his mother a formal justification of his
racial longings, It is a most important mecting. Their
converging lives diverpe from this point on; it is only after
the Genoa meeting that one knows for sure that Sir Hugo and Lady
Mallinger are wrong in their expectations that Deronda and
Gwendolen will marry. It is also a point of transition in their
struggles for maturity. Up until then Deronda has followed the
odvice of Sir Hupgo and his own inclinationss Now he has a purposc
and a vocation: a justification of his feoling that he was "an

72

organic part of social life', Her widowhood gives CGwendolen
an equally significant change in her circunmstances and way of

life, As a single girl and as a nmarried woman she wns conmmitted

to a life-style which ncarly suffocated herj; but now she is

71 Daniel Deronda, p. 476, 72 ibid,, p. 413
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free to follow a more intuitive life-promoting course., Deronds
found a frecedom for action throuph discipline: Gwendolen an
avenue for self-discipline through independence fron worry
stress and conventionality.

211 of this, of course, leaves 1ittle scope for Zionlsm or
] b &

any genuine involvement with the Jewish lot, The Jewish mission

Cepvae Cliovs

is redefined as one of own ideas, and however much she ilntendes
3 e . ™ 3 N 3 WY . IR . 73 ERE SN
(like Charles Readc) to tell the truth zbout the Jews, this

idea, a very important one for all her fiction, by-passes - or
short-circuits - Judaisnm, "Our sentiments,” George Lliot
believed, ‘may be called organised traditions; and a large
part of our actions gather 21l their justification ..., from the
harmony of the 1life lived, of the actions done [by our ancestorsj,
before we were bo:r*n..”w+ A11 her knowledpe of Jewish history
and culture is brought to the service of this idea, and it
is hardly surprising that, having looked at the hero, Carol
Robinson has written: "he is not o character, he is the
embodiment of 2 compronise’
hs nmight be expected the characters are shaped by

conventions which deprive the Jewish group of any pretensions

7% Determined to tell Tn trvth instead of o lie' about the
Jewish people, Charles Reade set to work to read 'eight
substantial volunes” to aid his muse; the result was only an
"Bastern version of his own wisdon', Mr, Levi, (W ayne DBurns,
Charles Reade: A Study in Victorian Asuthorghip [New York, 19671,
Pe 323 for George Tliot's reading list see Halght, Geo rge NllOt,
pp. H69-72, Reade was inspircd to his labour by Uncle Tom's
Cabin, 'mot to have read [which] was like not to have read
"The Times" for 2 weeck': Reade, It is Never Too Late to Mend,
L Matter of Pact Romance, 3 vols, (London, 1856), vol. 1, p. 339;
George Eliot was thinking around Fo idea of using Mrs. Stowe's
themes at least ten years hefore Daniel Deronda: sec her review
of Dred: & Tale of the Great Dismal Swoaap in WR, 66 (1836),
572-7%,

7l Lliot, Lounys and Leaves from a Note-book, ed. C, L, Lewes
(Bdlﬂkurwh 1884), p. 220,

75 Carol Robinson, '"The Severe fingel: A 5Study of Daniel
Deronda', JELH, 31 (1964), 279,
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to racial reanlism, iirah scems to be based upon DBppie, in

Silas Marner (1861); Deronds himself is a revemped version
of Will Ladislaw (a wman of “alien blood, Jew, Corsican or
Gypsy"), and his role as the "hero - young, handsoune and

brilliant -~ is to give didactic advice in a proverbial Tform,

76

to the young, benutiful and brilliant heroine.”

George Dliot nlso goes to some length to break down any
feeling in the reader that therce is anything special or
unique about the Jewish people with the aid of statements which
minimise their individuality. Thus we should ‘excuse Meronda I
his mind was not apt to run spontaneously into insulting ideas,
or to practise a form of wit which identifies Moses with the
advertisenent sheet; but he was just now governcd by dread,
and if Mrah's parents had been Christian, the chief difference
would have been that his forebodings would have been fed with
a wider knowledge.”77 11 of which is rcasonable, and (in its way)

alnost philo-semitic, Such statements hove an incremental

effect, however, and this leads one to suspect that Georpe Dliot

76 Fppie enables Silas to find a community, a heritage and

a person to love who would love him in return: she is
herself both taught by and representative of the village (Bliot,
Silas Marner, The Yeaver of Naveloe [18611], ed. 4. D. Leavie
[Tarmondsworth, 1967, p. 30); Knoepflmacher, Religious Humanisn,
p. 793 Jerome Beatty, "The Forgotten Past of Will Ladislaw",
NCF, 13 (1958), 159-63%s Richard Ellman, '"Dorothea's Husbands:
Some Biographical Speculations', TLS, 16 February 1973, 167;
Henry James, '"Danicl Deronda: L Conversation', originally in the
Ltlantic Monthly for December 1876: reprinted in Portial Portraitls
(London, 1688), pe 80, and in Leavis, The Great Tradition, p. 20b 4
Leavis notos that the pawnbroking Cohens are "from Dickens rather
than from 1ife' (p, 99) and that Herr Klesmer might be taken
from the pages of Punch - "the forcigner at inglish gocial and
sporting functions, intrinsically ludicrous because of his
ignorance" - whilst also representing "the Teutonic Intellectual
and licensed and conscious Artist? (ppe 133~34); whilst Deronds
can carry many labels: "an agnostic's resuscitation of the
bencvolent gentleman', for cxauple, (Carol Robinson, ""The bevere
Angelt, 286)3 or '"the Inglish milord once again on the Grand
Tour' (4. O, J. Cockshut, The Unbelievers: Bnglish fpnostic Thought
1840-1890 [London, 19641, p., 56},

77  Daniel Deronda, p. 247
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CHuPTER FIVI.
s CONVERSION OF Thi

-

LECPOLD BLOOM!'S dilemma - “is he a Jew or a gentile or &
A

. S P
holy Romen or a swaddler or what the hell dis he?V - was one

classical scholar

o

experienced by manye. when Hymean Ldelsteiln,

of Trinity College, Dublin, wrote to The Jewish World on 15

January, 1509, he pointed out to his readers the difficultics of
maintaining that he wes Y& true sSnglishman'. Despite his Dublin
birth, his Christian friends "recognisc that I, hoving o distinct
history, litercture, lanpusge ond country, compsred to oll which
thosc of ull other nations, dead or living, are as dross, cannot
feel exactly as they do when they proudly tcalk of Brian Boru and
of Nelson, no matter how rwuch I wmay adidre these 1eroes, This
was o recognition of, if not an established fact, 2n accepted
on&. However, though people were unwilling to eccept the profess-
ing Jew as a fellow citizen sharing nctionol traditions (the
very ides is wholly inconc:ivable to the neiive ind’), they

N

were usually hapny to identify themselves, as Christisns with the
gl 2 ¢ 2

history of Isracl. “On the othor hand," continued Hyunan
Hdelstein, "they gladly confess thot they felt as I do when I talk

of Moses, our kings, worriors, psaliists, prophets and philosophers.,”
Victorien Christians were ontirely convinced that the

o

Church had replsced Isracl in the Lord's affections; consequently,

the 01d Testowpent, if it he

]

any velue at all, wes an adwiirable
source of illustrations and hoppy quotations”B to support

Christien principles and concepts. .nything scen 4s sdmnirable was

:s Joyce,

2 Hyman, The Jews of Trclend, pp. 176 (quoting Edward Raphael
Lipsctt), 177.

3 .nthony Tyrell Hanson, Jesus Christ in the Old Testament
(London, 1965), p.b




1O

automatically scen to be distinct from Judaisn, and to date "from
the old times of the national grestness, when the winds of the pecople
were hewn in a larger type then wes to be found among the Pharisces
R e
of the great synagogue.”
In 1795 the London Society for the Prowmotion of Christianity
formed as part of Evangelical Christionity's

;5

outreach to the heathen at home and abrecad. The London Scociety

9]

amiong the Jdoews wa

soon found out two discouraging things. Iirstly, that Jews are

Y

not easily converted, and that "Missions to the Jews were im-

practiceble, unless supplenlented by pecuniary and wmaterial essist-

ance’, It was estinctea that every convert was obtained at & cogt
to the public of betwecn 2500 and &000. Secondly, these converts
were of doubtful integrity. It wes reckoned that of 144 converts,

7

ot least 140 were inpostors., Of course, most wmisslonory work
amongst the poor of every and any faith wos sindlarly unrewarding:
the purses of the rich were opened by "whining, caenting, deceit and
lies.t The Christien missions offered cducation and medical care
to the Jewish poor and the Jews theuselves were mostly indifferent
as to whether they patronised thewr or the Bouerd of Guardians in

Middlesex Strect,; scue, noturally, deterained upon scelf-inprovenent
3 3 J e e

inthony Froude, The Book of Job', in Short Studics on
Subjects (fveryman's Library: London, 1906), p. 67

5 Roth, History, p. 24k

6  Missions to the Jews', WR, NS.69/125 (1686), 14&; Roth,

History, p. 245 cf., the account given by beatrice Webb, conveniently

,

reprinted in Charles Booth's London: 4 Portrait of the Poor at the

Turn of the CentulVases, c0ts «« Fried and RB. M., Elnan (Harmondsworth, 1971).

% "Missions to the Jews'™, 171, 175; c¢f. Disraeli's sctire of the
congregation of the Bishop of Jerusalenr which included the
consular fenilies Yand five Jews whom they have converted at

twenty-five plastres a week: but I know they ore going to strike
for wages'™, Tancred, p. 166; on & nore exalted level, Melmotte

is impartial in his charity: he donates to both Catholic and
Protestant funds and is listed as a convert by'The Surplice'
(The Way We Live Now, vol. 1, pp. 48-49),
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9]
o] - v . o
through ¢ noninal conversion, These discouraging facts were
ignored, LOWEVEI. Tt seemed inconceivable that the Jews should

not be converted ultimately and so the London buclety's work wentu

Olle

The Christiens of cvery class and all walks of 1life, who
supported the London SBociety in the mission, were nore casily
inpressed than the Jews. i, sermon had been presched for the Jew's

BN N s ES
the first

Society, and Susen, with ewo-struck wonder,

tine of the sins, the chastiscments, the hopes of
ki 9 i

Israel,'’! This fiction is credible: Susan was & Christian servant

-

s-cless Jewish howe; another fictional example suggests

<

O

in @ midal

thot the London Sccicty clso had & vogue auongt the Christia

6]

sristocracy. Lord Montaecute and Lady therine, for exauple, were

“puritenicel, scvere and fory in their manners, their

Q
bl

o Bible Socisty, or 2 mceting for the conversion of the Jews',
To gain adnereuts ond funds the Bocicty sent speakers to tour the
country, with local clergy whipping up cupport. Thus Hr. H. S.

(o=}

Jacobs preached ot Frone on wpril 16, 1641 and raised &6

(enough, &t least, to cover his cxponses). The week before, the
vicar, the Rev. w., 2. Daniel, hod tourcd tihe to generate
enthusiasn, and he noted with satisfaction in his Parish Mewmo-
randurt Book: Church to [sicl crowded obliged to bring in forus

Le ¢, Russell =onda H. 5. Lewis

& Charles Kingsloy, e ;
Y, p. 19, note that both the

17
The Jew in London (Lendon, 1901
Missicns end the Boord of Gu nrﬂJars were used indifferentlys
heim Lewis, o Soho address (London, 1965), p. 10, reuenbers
o 10Lpistion Mission to the Juws' which by dispensing free
jedicine and the gospels, traded on Jewish 1lls to work a
°”‘fltuﬂ] regeneration. The Jewish sick thirstily imbibed
the medicine but remained irredeemably allergic to the
Christian doctring,’ So&c, of course, succumbed; the con-
tempt of the Victorian writer was rescrved, however, for the
Missionary rather than the convert; o ufw“~ 1ioon iu
srthur Morrison's bitter treatiient of the '
Mission ond Pansophical Institute (.. Child O”mthc Ja@o7 Pp. 52=53).

9, Charlotte Blizabeth [Mrs. Tonns] Judah's Lion, (1843) (London,
1663%), p. 6; Disrueli, Tencred, p. 13; for & middle-class

enthusisst, scc Payne, The Burnt Million, vol. 1, p. 223,
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from the schooll,] Beautiful serion opening up many propheciest.
Freguently there wos less roon for encouragenent, but yesr in year
out collections were made for the Jews: there werce scrmons in Church,
sublic meetings in the School (once zttended by & Jew), and door to
I &
e . 10 el . - e et e - - e m
door collections; snd this pattern wos being followed in parishes
throughout the country.
What were the results of it all? If nothing clse, a5

Cecil Roth has pointed out, 'in Ivangelical circles the movement
resulted in the developuent of o spirit of friendlincss, which
insisted on the recognitior of the Juws as nembers of Inglish

1 3 &y . . b 3 -] £y
soclety. Friendship and syupathy were extended to all. The
Jew, however, wos defined by the non-Jdew; and he was condenned if
he did not couie up to scratch.

"he Victorian oge sew the tronsformation of the religious
novel from a literery outcast into o wost respectable and highly
oS : - - £ : : 3 1 Zﬁ" . RS oA
fushionoble form of fiction' snd amongst the assortad tales
of conversion there werce those which featurcd the Jews. Though
it becanc a critical touchstone for religious novelists fo respect

ents like fYou nmust be o good Jew, sir
o 3 b

the Jews, and polite state

. . 13 - -
before you can be a geod Christion® ? buecene a cliché, the fact
thet nost good Jews did not bececume Christians of any sort pose i a
problen, Tt was {clt, in enswer, thsat orthodox Jews could not

be "good? in any Christicn scnse of the word sluply becsusc they

were not convertod, In novels that desl with conversion, therefore,
10 Rev. Willian Bustoce Denicl, Parochial Moworaondum Book (1641),

Bath Public Librorics: =is. 1115, p. 34 (collation 1), pp. 45,
7 (collation 2); the Jew is noted os aottending in 1648 (ns.1122).

o

Iy

.

11 Foth, History, p. 245

12 Mergarct M. Maison, Scarch Your Soul, hustacc: s Survey of
the Roligious Novel in the Victorian .gco (London, 1961), p. 1.

13 Mrs. Tonna, Judab's Lion (1843%) (London, 1868), p. 169,
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the unconvinced btecome, because of their luck of Christian con-

viction, the villains of the picec: wnd very traditional villesins
a5 well, Because thoy are stereotypes, however, o« sinmple cction
will chenge them from bigots to saints; once they accept Christ
they sroe crnanged from the conventional Phorisce to the convenional
Paterfonilias.

Fecoed with the unconverted Joewish nesses the religlous

5

novelist was placed on the defensive, The Church can be congratulated

if e Jow ds baptized, for it will be infused with "Hebrew 1ife and
zealts but, Lf the Jew docs not sce the light, these same character-
istics must be turncd te his condernotion: his Ywild religion

D \ ‘ . Lk . - o
blinds and deceives’ hun, we are told. Lvery difference boetween
Junaisn and Christienity is scen as sroeventing o confession of

faith in Jesus Christ; 1s scen solely frowm the Christian viewpoint,

and is thercfore condenncd. "The Judaism of the present day ... 18

and he is cechoed

supcretition and inficelity,' wrot. the j

by the novelist, "the modorn Jov is cornal and not spirinualys

ance wny? - bociuse of s iy ovorent worsl

16

the rabbinicel law', Indecorus in the synugogue, howeval,

p

slweys to be troced to the no lect of the s dvic of true nilety or the

abscnce of genuine proyerfulness, or to the lack of scnsitivity to the

1

sanctity of the synegoguc; 1t is sooctines engendored by an overt

display of just thuse virituces canifcested in oxuberonce in prayer

oo s ixsmn SO

14 Mrs. J. B. Scbb, Neoni; or, The Last Da:
London, 1863%), p. 5. Heighway, Leila .
Convert (London, 1853)

s Do XAX:

15 Louisa Thonpson, Ivan Graheu, pp. 196-200; Y"The Modera Jew',
T ¢ = ¢ -
GR, 163 (1896), ©1

16 fpily Merion Hurris, sstelle, 2 vols. (London, 1678), vol. 1,
pe. 193, Yshouts from subteranncan denths, ocaths from Hell
itself, and chanting from Pandenoniun or the Synagogue',
Williem Becleford, Life et Fonthill 1007-13822 with interludes
in Paris and London, trans. ond cd. Beyd alexander (London

1957 ), De 07,
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. : . . s .
and accompanicd by undue expressiveness and irrepressibility.’ l
This possibility was igneored by the religious novelist, however, as

it would complicate his Christianity-oricntated scheme of things

toc much to heve an alternative forir of true worship'. Sinmilerly,

a consideration of the Hebrew ritual, as o whole body
of lews, would evidently show the nistde of inter-
preting the holincss of the law of the Mosaic ritual =zs
only ceremonial, consisting in outword washing, puri-
fications, cxpictions cnd the like, It would plainly
show that the true spirit ond mcaning of the whole law,

of ecach prrticulsr rite of it, of 211 cerenonial
iness itsclf, was to teach ond ezhort the Hebrews,
the holy nation, to scrve God in purity of heart,
in real heliness, in @ conformity te the wholcqgill,

end to the perfection of the holy God himsclf,

o
A
1

This was ignored, lest Judalsn be thought to be a rcligion of

sunctification; 1t was casier to sttaeck the Jewish tradition flas

being unworthy of God, hurtful of true rceligion, tending even to

19

establish supcrstition on the ruins of moral virtue end goodness'
than to arguc in a novel (or, indeed, anywhcre) why the beliceving

Jew hos his priorities wrong in being Yinvelved in the salvation of the

, : . ;20 e . :
world rother than his own soul', 7 Lasiest of all was to preswie that

; L . , . . _ . 2]
the rabbis were the ones to bloume for the "foolish fripperics?

which blinded the Jewish pceople, «t tines it is herd to tell which

+ 1o

18 & Ffictionzl treatuent of this thene and which is supposcd to bo
I

6]

serious journalisu:  Vorudite Reobbis could not have repeasted the

Ten niondients and the coumentary was almost nore inspired than
the toxt' "The Rabbi He-w=- had studied the Tolnud nore than
17 Isaac Levy, ¢ Synagoguc: Its History and Function

lna)
4
(London, 1963), p. 124
18 Moses Lowmen, & Rationsl of the Eitual of Hebrew Worships in
which the Wisc Designs and Usefulnsss of these Rituols are
explained and Vindiceted fron Objcction (London, 1616,), p. 65

19 Lowiizn, op. cite, pe vii
20 We Gunther Plaut, in "The Stoate of Jewish Belicf. o Syn~

posiuu', introd, Milton Hiwnilferb, Comuentary, 4#2.2 (sugust

1966), 124,

21 OeWo'le Hedghway., adeline. 2 vols. (Tendon. 1864) wal. 1. n. 25
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the scripturese. He hed reed the latter here and there, but as a
ey 11E2 . e : fe T ar

whole, nevers. In foct, everything was dene so that "Judaisn,

in its highoest developuent [could be shown as] a weak ond unsatis-

fying thing"

This, of course, wzs not & technigue peculiar to anti-

senltisii. It was by no ucans unusual for Victorian religious
polenic (to ] Jullbbr“tclv)1151ntgrar\t the opposition, Mary

Cholmondley describes, in her novel Red Pottage, the resctions of

Hester Gresley to her brother's pouphlet on "Modern Dissent':  Dear

Jones, it is thrice killing the slain. No one believes thes

fallocies which you cre exposing; the Nonconformists lecast of all,

Those I have talked with don't held those sbsurd opinions that you

sut down to then, You don't ¢ven touch their rezl position. You
e 1!

are elaborately knocking down ninc-pins thoet hoave never stood up

2'7
"e2  Let one replace

because they heve nothing to stond on.
Nonconfornists! with “Cotholics’™ or Yagnostics', or Morimons™ or

mula for religious

"Jews', and one hes a standord and well-tried fc
fiction,. 411l could be lumped together - "those concelted, narrow-
winded Jews, those poor doting nonks and priests of the groewsole,
4 o i el . L ) .

dark cges of fuith because thelr principles were judged and
found wenting:; and this is because they were set up to guy the
author's fears, prejudices and cven anxietics over current sociel

issucs. ‘'Literature thunped and kneaded the Morions (ior exanplel

inte & mastoer sywbol of all that was wrong with muerice., Readers in

22 The Modern Jew', loc. cit., 35; blizcbeth Wheeler, From
Potticoat Lanc to Rotten Aow, . 70

2% Mary Cholnondele Red Pottage (Loncdon 1699), ppe. 62-6%,
J N i y BT

2k Du Meuricr, Trilby, p. 217; the way in which Scott goes

to sonme trouble to link the superstitious Isaac of York
and the superstitious Prior of St.Botolph has already been
mentioned (above, ppe 41-42); the Jews were seized upon to
illustrate the grewsone and dark because they were regarded as
Yrigidly obscrvant of outward cerencnies, and admitting of no
exceptions from the requirenents of the law': Whyte-Melville,
The Gladiators, p. 287.
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Britoin as well as wmerica epporently found 2 scapegosat upon which

25

®

(f

hey wight displace their sociel and moral uncasiness
The roles filled by Jewish cheracters in the ninetecenth-

century religious novel are only partly explained by their ful-
filling the expectations of & Missionory church., Becazuse they
arc found in novels, they are also made to subscribe to the
conventions of prose fiction, and morse spucifically, those of

the religious novel,. For 21l its veriety of thoological content,
there were cortein conmventions which werce relevant to the Jdew - or,
wore usually, the Jewess - who wus converteds Firstly, she conform
to the ideals of non-Jewish heroines:; sccondly, her conversion
springs fronm the same grounds s thelrs;and thirdly, they suffer

identicel temptations., That parallel ideals, conversions and

(6]

teaptations are found in religious novels of all voricties, and
Lhet there ore egually strong porellels with non-relipious fiction
g B [« > ?

that those expoericnces ore forged by literary convention,

roather then being castings straight frow & crucible of spiritual
SEONY . This is not to deny the spiritucl valucs and truth that
1ic behind this fictien: Toncred felt thot Munchester needed on
angcl rather then o Bishop, and Disracli wus no doubt scrious about
the angel he eventually produced. So,presumably, werc most
novelists. It is demonstroble, however thet the roles and stances
asswacd for the scke of the testinony sre conventionaly whether
the theclogy iteself dis old or now wine is beyond the concern of
this thesis.

One of the first suthorisl descriptions of & heroine in the

nodorn novel is found in Ton Joncs, end there wos to be little

25  Leenard J. arrington ond Jon Haupt, "The Missouri ond Iilinois
Fornons in Antc-Bellum Fiction', Dislogue: & Journal of loruwon

Thought, 5.7 (Spring, 1970), %5; cf. Davicd Brion Davis, 'Sciuc
Themes of Counter-Subversion: un analysis of Anti-Mesonlc,
snti-Catholic, @nd anti-Mormon Literaturc'', MVHR, 47 (Septomber,
1960), 205-224.
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chenge in the sterceotype in the next one hundred and Tifty
years. Bhe wos, of course, beautiful; other festures which
sheuld be nenoriscd sre her delicacy, her eyes (they "had a
lustre in them, which 2ll hor softness could not extinguish'),

o

1wer modesty, her Yperfections of the mind*, her great ausical

26

talent ond her good works. These choracteristics remained
constant in the young lodies found in more bourgeols sclbtings;
in scencs of domestic plety young girls could still be found
unconscious of the descent of Thedir manners ond attitudes from the
courts of ronaissance Itzly,

For 211 thedlr wmodesty there was somcthing impetuous about
these wisce virginse. Ficlding roenarked of his heroinc that ''Sophie,

with the highest degree of innccence end wmodesty, had a remarkable

spriguotliness in her tewmper®, and Rousseau noted of her namesake,

N

at sa

"On 1n voyant, on dit, Voild une fille wodes oy wais tant

quton reste asupres d'elle, les yeux ot le coeur crrent sur toute

. ./ 27
sa personne sans gu'on pulsse les cn detacher, ...° Modest,
innocent, these horoincs are alsc very open to suggestions of
both socred and profane love. The youny lody who finds God, ox

o
0
e
G

ith, scens to have been teken, tine end timce again, from the
pattern book @s the oncwho finds o husbend, or o lever; & young

rclos She

Juwess necded very little alteration te ploy the
would bo an Pelegsnt tinmid young creoture ... oll blushing end
rcluctant' with ¢ Yguiet resigned yet dignificd grace’ ond o
guscentible heart. % Her noble thoughts, douestic accouplishuents,

nusical virtuosity ond guicet bencvolence arc all proedictables her

gentle s»irit would boe bound to find happiness as a result of a

26 Henry Ficlding, The History of Tonr Jones, A IJJmilng

(17h9), cd. R. P. C. Mutter (Harwondsworth, 1965), ppe. 153-56.

J

27 ibid. p. 163; Merio Praz, The Hero in belipsc in Victorien fiction,

trens. wngus Dovidson (London, 19560, p. 21 (ironm imile L17674).

28  Maria wdgeworth,
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chance mecting, or o New Tustowent chanced upon.

When Vincentio di Viveldi first sew [llene Rosalba it was,
according to Mrs. Radeliffe,"in the church of San Lorenzo at
N ce, in the yeor 1758%:  Ellensa was beoutiful, and Ttalion.
The wind disturbed her veill, ond Vdisclosed to him a countenance
more touchingly besutiful than he hod dorced to imogine. Her fea
were of the Grecian outlince, ond, though they cxpressed the tran-

of clegen

w29

gquility an nt

intelligence. It

beauty is described in

nationality ~rould lead
charus, therc cre "G

closely opproximate to
are oven cruder in the
to do & similoer favour
describes the wife of
cfter hur husbendts de
in truth, too grest to
which she now €0t ...
have better found its
an islang kingdouc”BQ
ben 0licl, when first

S e 1
W,

her decp blue

prototyne

cyes sparkled with

ie dmportont to note that this Neapolitan
sonewhat nore accessible terms than her
one to cxpecth. ITonstead of Mediterrancan
zcian', clessical featurces whilch would wore
gnglish standards of beautye. Sone authors
ir uvse of this toechnigue when it is necessary
for & Jewilsh heroinc, Thus Lady Bastloke

a Jewlsh pedlar (who becowes a Christian

ath) in this wey: PHer beauty was grea

be fully apprecicted by the coupeny in

eye  and tender brow wight

cpmobng the high«born deughtors of
) & &

Bimilerly, Neomi, deoughter of Israel
saen is asswied to be tof thet type -~ os 1

thought ~ thot is loveliest omong the creatures of God - the type
25 snn Radeliffe, The Italian: or, The Confessional of the

Bilack PLnlteDt : 4 Romance (1797), c¢é. Frederick Garboer
(London, 1968), pp. 5, 6 end 12; "The light drapcry of her dress,
her whele figure, oir, ond attitude, were 5hch as might have becen
copies for a Grocien nyuph',

50 Blizebeth Rigby, Lady wmostlake, The Jewess, a tale frowm the

shorce of the Baltic', in Livonion Tales (London, 1646),
ce M43, Tt is interesting to note that the lacy of the housc has

&
an almos
dark, and of

arched like Lot's

t seniltic beautye.
an Oriental langour,
daughter in

The "Christianlady's eye was full,
ancé hor cyebrows slender and
picture’ etc. (ibid.)

Ve
o

Guido

tures
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31

of a beautiful English girl," There was, in fact, a general
tendency for the young and beautiful to look English whilst
parents and other impediments to the true-love's=-tale have

strongly racial characteristics,

The reader of The Italian who shares Vivaldi's curiosity

about Ellena soon discovers that she has a great aptitude for the
rendition of "meek and holy! strains: "he soon heard the voice
of Ellena herself, performing the midnight hymn to the Virgin,

and accompanied by a lute, which she touched with a most affecting
and delicate expression.“32 If Sophia would never play any but
Handel's music, it is not surprising that Ellena, who, like

Emily St. Aubert or Antonia Dalfa, is of a more romantic nature,
should be composer as well as performer, The musician~poet,

wrote Shelley, "participates in the eternal, the infinite, the

33

one,' It is not, therefore, entirely surprising to find
Argemone meditating upon ideal beauty and the harmony of the

moonlit world as "she sat in the window, and listlessly read

over to herself a fragment of her own poetry: - SAPPHO"; or Marie
singing an ecstatic Hebrew hymn in the glow of a very gothic sunset.
So it is that Millicent Kendrick, widowed and converted, ''began to
write again, for now I felt that I must consecrate my talent to
God"; Adeline Steinberg composes and sings (at her window, at night)
the "Hebrew Maiden's Dying Hymn"j; and Emma de Lissau (exceptional

in all things) produces a volume of Christian poetry as well as

several hymns such as "Lines written during a Painful Imposition"

31 Hall Caine, The Scapegoat, A Romance, 2 vols, (London, 1891) .
vols 1, ppe 24, 30-31,

%2 The Italian, pe 17

33 Percy Bysshe Shelley, in his '"A Defence of Poetry', in
Shelley's Prosej or, The Trumpet of a Prophecy, ed, David
Lee Clark (ilbuquerque, NoM., 1966), pe 279
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. B} 4
and "The Jewish Convert's View of ler .dorable Lord”.B It is

. . 35 s , ; - .
rather beside the ;olnt,’) thet the Jews “secu to kecp alive in
their souls the mesory of the hoerps of Bebylon® in any case, the

Jewish lament for Zion hod becoiwo 2 nodel for other joetic griefs

long before the Jowi convert mede her ap carance in religious

AN
[O)

ficticne. o gencral, Jewish aztitude for wmusic is one thing;
poonlight religious nusings are cnotber, and guite conventional.

So is the hercine’s cnthusiasn for good works. The idez of
what constitutes & good cherity vories throeough the century, but the

necd for the ladiles to be ebout some benevolent tasgk is never

forgotten, Dorothea Brooke, with her villagu-school housing
57 1

schemes, is very such a latc~century heroincg corlier novels

34 Charles Kingsley, Yeost, 1. 23%; Grace .sguilcr, Vile of
Ceders:; or, The Martyr (London, 1350), 1. 5; fumz J. Worboise,
Millicent Kendrick: or, The 8¢ «fter Havodncss (Lond ton, 16879),
pe 438; Heighwey, Adelince, ny. 53-54; c¢f. similer actions by
heroines who are noving away m Judaisi: anna Klosstock sits
under the window in the wmoonlipght ond counts her blessings (Hotton,
By Ordcr of the Czar, vol. 1, . MQ) or Zoraide conmposes and sings
lements for the Temple (Mws, ich Juleserks; or, The Converted
Jowess FLopuou,n,d;] ve 10): hr . Webb hzs Neoni switch from
conpesing Nationalist songs to turning out hymns of Christian
faith (Noomi, pie. 204, 471); eamclie Bristow, Sume de Lissau;
a Herrstive of Striking Vielssitudes, <nd Peeulior Tfldlo; with
Notes, Illustrative of Manners and Cuu ous of the Jows (2nd c.:
London, 1625) 2 volse, vole 2, 7. 237-247

%5 Thus wnno Klosstock ""had the naotural taeste of her racce for
Music® (Hatton, By Order of the Czas 1, e 15); the gquotation

is taken from Mrs. Trollore, » Ronence of Vicnna, vole 25 e 76,

36 "By the watcrs of Cheltenhban I sat down and dronk, when T
remcabered theo, Oh Georgilons Cottagel 8 for our herys, we

hung thein up upon the willows that grow thereby.  Then thuyjlulv,
"Sing us @ song of Drury Lane, otec,; -~ but I cn dumb and dreary
g5 the Israclites.’’ Byron to Lord Hollend, 10 Scpt. 1612.  The
Works of Lord Byron, Letters ond Journalo, ¢d. Rowlend L. Pro
G vols. (London, 1698-1901), vol. 2, 1. 143: noted by Thonas

ey \ - 5 7
weshton, Byron's Hebrew MplOQLuS (London, 1972}, . 167.

37  Dorothea's vision was rcolised in 1872 (the ycer of

X srch's wublication) witb the entry into fiction of

s new housing schemes in the plens of Lady Barnard
and Clarke in George MocDonald, The Vicar's Douphter
(London, 1672): sce Potricia Thomson, The Victorian Hercine, p 36,
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nod been content( s sucicty hod beon content) with choritable

visits:

It was evident thot she whs 2 visitor both habitual
znd beloved, EBach cottope~door wes faniliar to her

entrancc. The children smniled at hor 2,urocch; the
mothers rosc snd curtsied with ifcctldﬂﬂ e rusuects

aony wente hod she to roucomboerd
cewarded for
e idle;  but oll
more efficaclous
wore solaced by her
s: and, as she
to long norratives
rescnce in ecch old
~eg, brought

how wony naves ond how
Yet nothing wes forgotten. Socue
industry, eoilc were adiwonisied
were treated with an cngoy
then gifts or punisbnents.  The
visits; the sick forgot their po
listencd with synpethizing
of rheunatic griefs, it sooun i
choir, her tender inquirics and senguince b
even nore comfort then her plentoous [rowlses of succour
frow the DBower, in the shope of SLLO swroot and gruel,
cort wine and flannel ycttlcduts 36

.

Bven in the widst of the city the hoercine is expected to shew this

oo

spilrit. 'Maric's disuosition wos peculierly free froir selfishness,

[ondd 4t was alsc reacrkeble for greet sweetness szand vivacity's
Rebecca ond eimeh ond Leile wde sre as 'good as [they erel beautifull,

e
and dstelle "was not complet 2 novice at visiting cuong the voor'. -7

aoof

When @ young girl is converted, she moves into the unainstre
Christian morality; Jewessces, auongst the rest, must neke bencvolont,
Christion visits to the poor,

4

The prototypes uscd in this argument have been talken frow the
,

eighteenth-contury novel. When Morris Golden wrote thot the fecus

of Hamuel Richardson's fiction wos Cirvectly on the probleuws of poople

Disroeli, honrictta Tewn

ooty S

39 verioirs of Mzris ~ o Convertod Jewess (148%1) Grd cd.: London,

1658), s 23 Luclia prlstow, e Ao Lissou; 4o norrative of
Striking Vicissitudes and Peculier Tricls: with Hotes illustrative
5f the Menners and Custons of the Jews, 2 vols. (2nd e¢d.: London
1829), vole 2, pe 1003 vol. 1, p. 2603 lcighwey, Diery, . 773
Harris, $5LV1LQ, vole. 2, e 222




- 120~

at the age for scerious soxucl dinvolvoement when cheracter can best
be seen through moral decisions Pade under the pressures of strong

cnd fully forned pessions, ond when fantosies of eggression can
9

L7
L . RS . . .
most luridly be projected, ™ she wrovided an insight into not

only the sentimentsl heroine of subscguent Gothic fiction, but also

the sentimentel heroine of uneny nineteenth-century novels of
CONvVCersion. The wissionary ari of the Church (both snglicon and
Nonconfornist) wag as susce; tible to the conventions of the
sentimental heroine in the nincteenth century as it hod been in the
cighteenth when John Wesley cbridged the Yorgics of cwotion™ of

= 41 .
Henry Brooke's The Fool of uality. The delicate morality™ of

:

sentimentolisn came dinto vogue et the tiwe of the svangelicel

40 Morris Golden, Richardson's Characters (ann wrbor, Mich.,
1963), e 93

41 Henry Brooke, The Fool of Guality; or, The History of IHenry
Barl of Moreland, 5 vols. (London, 1766-1770); John Wesley

ebridger, listery of Henry, Sorl of Moreland, 2 vols. (London

17681)s  The Monthly Review hed roviewed the orl inal

werfermance enriched by geni enlivened by fency, bewildered

with enthusiasn, and overrun with the visilonery jargon of

fonaticism' which it thought would appesl to both Methodists and

Cathiolics: sce L. The Life ond Tines of the Reverend

John wesley, M., r of the Methodists, 3 vols., (London

1080), vol. 3, upe. 172- 17,, wesley's letter to Brooke shows his

enthusicsn for the religion of the heart’ (ibid. p. 173); cf.

Ve 3U4%: wgnes de 1o Goreo, Wesley Moftre J'un peuvle (170%2-1791)

(Puris, 194%0), w. 273%: "Il aveit cru ouce ia roligion du cocur - la

zlenne - renfermait toute 1o rciig‘on”“ and James wverett, sdou

Clarke Portreyed, 2 vols. (London, 1343%-1844), vol. 2, e 6j, “for

the confused reactions of a Methodlst to WUulLJ/ErODhG s fiction,.

The modern reader is anezcd by the orgies of enotion™ in Brocke's

novel (sdith Birkheod, "Sentiment end Scnsibility in the Bighteenth-

Century Novel™, LS, 11 [1e251, 104), but Wesley woe attracted by the

sentinents, Wthﬂ cwc generslly just™ (Letter of July G, 1774 to

the zuthor's nephew, Henry Drooke, in Tycrman, 0. cit., vol. 3

17%)s  Trovor Denting, Wesleyan and Trectuorian Worshis, an

~ ¥~
o3 o

¥

e

dcuricnical Study, (London 1966), hios neted common origins for
Qutﬂd@l ts and Tractoriesns in the Non-Jurors and the Cerocline
GAVINGeS, It is not surprising that they wmode sinilor use of

ingpirational verse (py. 84, 91) wnd fictional stercotyones.

A
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religious revival, ond in the noext century inpressionable Jewesscs
snd others en route to boptisn were nore likely to be involved with
this kind of theme then with thosc reflecting High Church cenecrn

over sacramentalism, rituclism and church rostoration.

Tn 1701 Sir Richerd Steele published The Christion Hero,

in which he discusscd, with “pronounced fervour®, the meaning of
charity. Thet noble spark of Colesticl Fire, we c¢all Charity
or Coupossion, which opens sur bosous and cxtends our wris to

4

Brbrace all Menkind, end it is by this thot the jmorous Man 1s

is not more suddenly melted with becuty, thon the Conpassionate

{

i

-
. . i e s . o ) ) .
with Miscryl This inpulse Llinked the secular and the sacred

through sentimentel bencvolist fiction. 4% some critical point

in the cighteenth century this benevolisn wis the common property of

]

both Latitudinaricns and Motheodists and the source of Christian

virtue for the horoes of the contemporary novel. Clorissa's “lervid,

ES

ees, aniable ... Gevotions® spring from the scme roocts &S5

Mr, Hoeocrtfroots Tonthusisesn, which by degreus soon becane invulnerablo

[;’7
to every hunon wttock' 7 their happy fromoe of wmind is the natural

corollary of the rcligion of the heart, the cowbination of picty
1 Qovotion with vitality and judicious goncerositye

There were, of course, significant difference

Churchimen end kvangelical. The combention of Parson

s virtuous end good heethen, or Turik, Zre aore Leeceptable in the sight

of their Creatcr then a vicious and wicked Christien, though his
I Ll .
faith woere as perfectly orthodox as St. Foul's himself" would

Lp Gir Richerd Stccle, The Christien Hero, cde. R. Blanchard
(Oxfora, 1972), i wviexvii, GT.

L7 Sauucl wicherdson, Clarissa; or, The HMistory of a Young
(1745), b vols. (Bveryman's Tibhrery: London, 19%2)
w...sf; i J 4 2
e 2205 Ficlding, Jon®than Wild, pe 137

i

Lk Henry Fielding, Jesc androws and Shomcele, od., Mertin
C. Battestin (Lﬂnﬁf ?965)3 e 6T,
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be one such point of dispute.

The Bvengelicels believed that no nen could be acceptoble to
God before a conversion and profession of groce through Christ.
Frow this point of view boenevolisuw wos o porfect adjunct to - indeed
o conscquence of - solvatery groce;  bubt it was not, in itself, the

end of religion. If, therefore, o nsn sbandoned his faith for a

goclal cthic, it was If, however,

P

»

his general religion is mercly o halfway stage in o progress fron

sonle gross idolatwry to Christianity, then it is commendable. (Thus
Miss Fennimore cones into the Church becsuse olthough her Unitarion
upbringing had given her a louwentable belief in o nmodified, pro-

Ly
serson,” and her

i
e

gressive Chrisbienity, she was net sn dirreligious
mind was open cnough to poermit on honest re-evoluation.) Hven when
Jowesses are duscribed according to the pottern of the nolls hercine,

P

their formal converegion is still reguired. In the interests of good

theslogy, if not good sense, thedr virtuce connoet be permitted to renain
o3 9‘ I

anongst the sdhercents of judaisi,
Sympethetic Jews who do not undergo conversicen are shown to be

excessively liberal in their theclogy ond cxrensive in theilr beno-

[oant :
(3] - ar
)

volcnce, To oll dntents znd purooscs thoey are not Jews, The

arlotte Bronte's Mr. Poul:

logic deternines the pertrayal

his sclf-honesty could net uwake hin into a Protestant but '"oll Rone

could not put him into bigstry'™, and he was gencrous to almost

L5 Chorlctte M. Yonge, Hones and Feors; or, Scencs from the Life
)9 VOl 1, Te 163-

n 3
of a Sypinster, 2 vols. {(London, 1860-1861

46 For sowe authors. it would be intolerable for rabbinical

jewry to show cven & vestige of generositys thus Lo
de Liassau, efter a prosising stert, is lost: lVigcepticisn re
her daork banner over his corrupted understending, effaced
his bosom every tender reletive tie, snd roanked 1Ong
heartless disciples of nodern dedisn', Bristow, une de Lissau
vole T, ;e 165,
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Christian, Jow or even Hindue. iMarioone was no bigoted deughtor
3 (&}

of Judah'™. 50 .6 foar azs the heroinces of thcse novels are con=-

cerned, nonc of them werce Thost whe find salvation usually

do so from a stendpoint of Uvirtusl infidclity” to Judaisn es an

organiscd religion (I do not declurc wyself a Jow, for weny

of the Jewish rites ond cercuonics seon to be bul folly') which

is either inherited or inducod by some enotlonal or spiritual

crisis. The Mosaic law is pointless for such a person, end

rabbinicel discourse Yuncongenicl to [theirl] exponsive nindls]i,

They arc halfwey to being cither a Christicn or @ freethinker.

Leila, for exonple though "a Jowess in naue ... was rather a deist

in belief”QST
There is & temptation to sce sore nincteenth-century

Jewesses as actually natching this sort of description. To

49 G. K. Chesterton, “The Secrct Gerden®, in The Innocence of
Father Brown, pe O wrrington and Loupt, “ante-Bellum Fiction',
Jve HO-BT, with reference to: Orville 8. Bellisle, The
Provhets: or, Murionisa Unveiled (Philadelphia, 1655), and
Robert Ricnerds Lpseudd, The Celifornie Crusce; or, The Lost
Tressure Found: s Tole of swrwonisi (London, 1654); Hoted in Soarch
Your Soul, rustaco,pd95: John ackworth, The Comdng of The
Prozcherss & Tale of the Rise of Methodism (London, 1901), and
e 153: Cyril LHenry Dennchyd who, in 4 Flower of .sia (Lenden,
1901), takoes his heroine through Brahomanism, Buddhisi, Mohacdanisn
and wnglicanisn before she becoucs o heppy Cathelic.

5C G, J. Whyte-Mclville, The Glodistors, o Tale of Ronc ond
Judea (London, 1663), 1. 77: "Her constent intercoursc with
[Christienityl] hed taught her nobler truths than she bad derived

fromn the traditions of her fathers®.

57 lirs. Tonna, Jucdah's Lion, p. 33 Mrs. Webb, haouwi, 2. 68;
et i i y e i ¢ e
Bristow, iuia de Lissau, v. 20, vol. 13 Bulwcr Lytton,
Leila: o. 93: to relepsc into deisw was terrible, but whan

7
the deist wes gn route to Christ, his dulsa wos cosanicnded.

cf. Hdward Goldncy, fricncly irdistle to Deists and Jews, in
Order to Convert then o the Christian Religion (Londen, 1760),
and this testimony: I wes very fond of reading the Psulus,
and continued till ny thirtcenth yosme to be a Modern Jew or a Plous
Deist, Jowish Witnesscs that Jesus is the Christ, od. ridley
. Herschcll (Loncon, 1648), u. 60; the ideal starting point
for a prosucctive convert is to be helfway to being cither a
Christian or o frecethinker (Mrs., Gerrard, Hecha [London, 18901,
Ue 127) and suthors took pains to start their heroincs from
there,

o
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Gracc aquilar it would have scemed Yeluost blaspheuous to regard
Hillel as znimcted with the same spirit of God that moved Haggall,
and she dismissced the orel law with the assertion that “the Bible
ieg the only law which should guide our actions®. Instead of
reading the Teluud, she took notes frow Lady Ulizobeth Brooke

on the duties of o« Christicn, snd frow Lucy, Mrs. Col. Hutchinson,
on the definition of truc love., This cen be learned from her

-

* pther Jewesses in fect as well s in fiction

o~

syiritual dicry; on
took up this hebit of the non-Jowish world's herocs of kcerning

idiarics full of holy resolution to be resd in moments of

A

tenptation',
sgein, it might be noted that the Jewish Scheols in the
Fast #nd allowed non-Jowish zrocepts to be tought in the nane of
religious cducotion:  young Jewesses word told that they should
vtorture [theirl minds with romorse’ for their sinful follies -

o tcaching which suocks more of Victorian picty rather thaon Jewish

e
trodition.”~ (The refercnces to the “browsing lambkins of the

s A L

52 Isresel wbrahsns, By-Paths in Hebraic Boockland (Philadelphia,
1620), e 2515 despite her nationelist attitude to Hobrew
(Mrs. Both-Zion abrehons, 'Grace wgullar on Hebrew', The

Gotes of Zion, 1h.h [July, 19601, 11) she wes aliost ccuuenical

E et Faith: hor vlonging uncumweiously for the pure end free'

has boen luublluu “Jeowish Protostontisn (Mrs. Beth-Zion sbrahams,

HGrace wg : . Centenary Trivbute’, Jhbl, 16 [1945-1951]1, 139,

141)s Grace apuilar, bacred Comuuﬂln,d (15 Jenuary - 31 Docauber

? 9 ) 9 5 2
16%6), original ms. Jewish huscun, London, pp. 135, 112-7
126-129; Mergorcet Moison, Search your Soul, Bustoce, Do 954

53 sddresses to Young Children, Originally Delivered in the

(irls' Frec Bchool Bell Lanc (London9 1657 = there was
& Treneh tronsiction (Paris, 1063%) but it, the original and

the 2nd Serics collcction (donuon, 1867) pive no indicatiocn of
suthorship - pp. 10, 67; this attitude is Protestant, however,
nd not Jewish: Morris Joscph, Judeisi as Creed and Ll[p
(London, 1910), pe. 107; the svifering for the world is God's
Hole (Leo Roth, Judeism, « Portrait [London, 19601, ». 208),
the Jews role is action (baul S, Spiro, Fundewentals of Judaisi
[New Tork, 19691, w. 61); therc should be no doubts that the
Jewish children in the dast End of London reccived a Jewish
cducation in public os well as Jewish schools: w. Co Coartoer,
“Notes on the Jewish Question in whitechanel’, ZeR, 11 (1901),
9k-93, Gartner, Jewish Imuigrant, p. 227. -
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arth’ show the enonyuous lecturcr's level of tastey., Therse are
two reasons, however, for continuing to assume that the authors

of conversion Fiction doveloped their story-lincs fron treditional
end nonedewish motifs, and not frow life.

Firstly, the authors scemed to be unaware of trends in

liberal Judaisn, ond they almost coupletely ignore the Reform

movements Spirituel enxicty is only prescnt in the hezrts of those

L
who apostatiSQ.B Catherince Lovy became convinced of sin (ond is

-

issau

e

converted), as did Hune de “a decp sensce of dnward

depravity impressed her hceart’ and she oskec herself what was

r
(S

nceded for hoer to be saved, The conclusions, and indced the

specific phrasing of the guestions, are Christisn. The account

is measured according to the readers' expsctations - a sort of

nissionary wish-fulfilment - and it is not an atteupt to describe

the religious doubts which coused soue Jows to accept Christ.

Only those¢ who accept the Christian gospel are shown to be

scarching for truth. The novels arc plotted backwards frowm the

fact of conversion and are conscquently logical but not realistice
Scecondly, the events leading up to the conversion follow

such a regular pattern that they must be sterecotypicaly  the

pattern is followed not only by converting Jews but also by

Lrosclytes frou cvery creed. Their access to grace usually cane

in one¢ of thrce ways.

S In these novels the Jews arce cither grist for the wmissilonary

mill, or complacent bigots. The genuine dilemnas of cducated
Jewry who had rcligious doubts but were able to reinterpret
Judaisnm te fit their needs is ignorcd. Grace sguilar is one
omple, @8 has elresdy been suggested (see her ‘'Sacreod
Compunings™, 1. 59-61 for & wrestling with the genealogy of
Jesus); enother diery to reveal doubts is that of Lady de¢
Rothschild, vol. 2, pp. 5-b.

Bristow, fmma do Lissau, vol. 1,ppe 222, 29.
1 9 9 15 )

56  They are almost spiritual detective stories: the progress to

the baptisual sorvice/profession of faith/martyrdon is in-
exorable., For cvery suecics of heresy or idolatory therc was a
formule of conversion which is followed rigorously: Clara Hongood, De Je
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Perhaps the most obvious causc would be inspired preaching;
the wmerce osttendence at a Christien scrvicoe was bound to result,
it wes thought, in the conversion of a Jew, If sowme authors
had been teken seriously the Jewish conmunity would have boen
decimated within nonths: it was note.
4 heraenguc from somconc ‘greatly interested in the Jewils
o7

religion® was usuaelly rvore offective than the liturgy. These
& . &y

=0
I Ny

preachments, often tudiously long,)o usually started on the
subject of the expcected restoration to Palestine: a discussion
of the relevant Biblicel provhecices wss then directed to those
concorning the Sccond Couwing. Often this informetion wes given
in onc¢ ¢loguent sermon from e perfect stranger; on othoer
occasions the same informetion could be trotted out picceuncal
from a Christion {rienc This wes a stendard technigue of
religious fiction.59 st the time of crisis a Jewess uight be
wut on the right rosd by illustrious mentors, such as Mery (the
sistor of Morthe ond Lezarus), just as an erring non-Jew could
be helped by the ministry of John Wesley; but the'friends™ could
vary from a religious femily servant, to & local curate, a
schooluistress, or cven e proposterous figure like Cherles Kingsley's
Barnakill.éo

More cloquent then a friend, and more iupressive then the

foras of Christien worship, was the Now Testament. Lven those

young people whose education lead theu to doubt thelr own heritage

57 Elizobeth Wheeler, The Great Beyond: .o Jewish Story
(Manchester, [16991), p. 69,

53 i, Jewish Gypsy is won round, after ten pages of intense
debate [in J. H. Ingrsn, The Gypsy of the Hiphlands (London,

16473] to belief in the Nicenc Creed”, L. Jomes, Fiction for

the working Men (London, 1963), ». 134,

59 wlick Cohen, in Juceh's Lion, is helped by a fanily servant, o
sailor, & formal missionary, end the Ryan family (with @
very precocious child) who specialise in the ministry to the Jewss

60  Mrs, Webb, Naocui, p. 75.
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were swayed by the testimony of this volume. The apilkoros and the
frecthinker werc both kept on o tight bven clicel reign. 71 reac
on end trembled as I read,’ Fecha told hor lover, "It began to down
on me¢ that of the ueny millions of men that lived upon the carth,
it is only & hendful that belicve what we believe. Why should
those millions be wrong end we alone be rignt?”Gq The statis-
tical evidence for the velidity of Christianity is not much

better then thet for Judeiss, but Mrs. Gerrard is carcful not to
bring this to Recha's attention. The prospoective convert wes
brought to denounce, d¢ rigeur, the foolish supcrstitions of

the Taliud, but they are not allowod to apply their enlipghtened
critical techniques to either the Torah or the New Testenent;

they do not have, as logic would suggest, milar feelings of

shoie thet they fcould cver have credited the many profane and

ridiculous fables contained in the Bible®. Instead, they
, : e N : : : 62
approgch the New Testoment with & trusting neivety.
63

The initial shock of sceing it in their father's Library

soon fedes, and the initial doubts ebout exenining it ere soon

61 Dorothea Gerrerd, Recha, n. 125
&e Condennation of the Taliue is elmest incscapables Even
Walter Besant joins in: “When will you step out of it
Frmanuel - you = & wise man - you - @ scholar - you - @
genius - when will you stop out of the darkness', The kebel
Luecn, pe 7. DBesant scems indebtod dn this novpl to F”lghWQJ s
fiction. Heighway despisces the "inenities' of Jews who profess
Judaisu but dgnore the Mi&hnﬂh (The Merning Land [London, 185@]
p. 1035 Leile wda, p. 1h): his Jews arc, not surprisingly, un-
convincing (sce the ruview in The sthencuna, 27 Moy, 1854, 652-653);
Mrs. Tonna, like Heighway, cannot resist linking the Talmud and
chlldmuuruer (duduv s Lion, p. 200); all writers about Jewish con-
versions ceannot resist sideswipes at the Law, George Croly, Terry
Thou Till I Cone, or Salathiel the Wandering Jow (1020), (New cd.:
New York, 1901), demns Judaism with faint praise: "We have prejudices,
lofty, tho blind - indissoluble, tho fanatic? (p. 123); Margaret
Maison, Bcarch your Soul Zustace, p. 277, quoting from wWinwood Reade,
The Outcast (London, 1675).

63 Coge Mrs. Bristow, @Zuwa de Lissau, vol. 1, p. 33
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retionalizmed aways There could be it is srguced, ‘‘nothing very

. . . L . 6h
bad, nor blasphenous, in reading sbout so good & man” as Jesus.:
The first reaction to the Now Testamcent indicates the character's
moral worth, and provides a sure guide to his fate., If he knows
so little about his own religious traditions to wonder about 'so
\ . ; . . .65 .
decp a wisdow and sc lofty and sclf-denying 2 worality ~- then there
is hope for his conversion; but if, however the character is a
committed, practising Jew and the resding haes little effect (VI
was a Jew when I began; ond when I finished, T was, if possible,
rope & J an ever™ Pl he ds ciamissc :
morc a Jew than ever®) - he is dismissed as a bigot.  Ideally
the reoding was accompanied by a conversion experience:  "You

4

would have been twice as much a Jew, had you received the
testimony which it beasrs to the King of the chs.”67

This is all depressingly trivial., Not because the
New Testawment has not brought men to a life of renewced spirit-
vality (it has, many tiuwes), nor because Jews have not becen
converted by its ring of truth (they have); but because, like the
Low ehurch tracts they imitate, these novels mechanize the
transformaetion of the soul.

There is a sad unifornity about the faith celebrated, Christ
watches over his Church, whilst “"Judaisnk, the shell whercin lics
conccaled and uscless to its posscssor, the rich kernel of the
Gospel, and Popory, the worthless husk from which that kernel

has boen privily caten outy arce the object of [Satan's] peculiar

68

vigilance.™ Cne of the surcst indications that these tales of

6L Madame Brendlsh, Telcs of a Jewess, illustrating the
Domestic Manncrs and Custows of the Jews, intorspersed with
Original wnecdotes of Havolcon (London 1838), p. 61.

65  Reade, It's Never Too Late to Mend, vol. 2, p. 132

66 Heighway, adeline, p. 73.
67  Mrs. Tonna, Judeh's Lion, . 169; Margaret Maison, op.cit. p. 94

66  Mrs, Tonna, Judah's Lion, p. %7.
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conversion have left the real world for onc of fantasy is the
obligatory involveuent of thesc sweet young converts in anti-
Catholic prowegenda,

wlick Cohen tells Mrs. Ryan: ‘the wmore I sce of your wide
separation from this disgusting idoletry, the wore willing I an
to listen to your opinions.™ It was "the feotal leaven', a

fgross idolatry’ and e repular thrcat to the now~found Christian

faith of the young Jewish convert, It was better to be an
agnostic Jew then & practising Catholic, whose 'endless round of

69

ceremonics’ in any case ‘‘equellced thosc of the Jews',
The convert's reletionship with his parent religion is
cqually predictable, It is hendled according to an anti-Catholic

convention deriving from the Gothic novel and from the pre-

revolutionary French drame nonscale, When Clarissa Harlowe refused

q

to obey her porents and merry Mr. Solmcs she was locked away until

she and Lovelzce esceped: the principsl difference between her

fate and thet of wony ninetecnth-contury Jewesses (end others)
was that their incarceration and threst of marriape was entirely

motivated by relipgion. When parents locked away their child because

he, or she, wes a ueshanud who obviously only needed time to

RS ——

repent they were re-enecting the pattern of the roll rleuse malgre

i

elle.

The convention was introduced to Dnglish literature in

70

i, G. Lewis's The Monk. The original crux was usually the right to
marry (thereby freeing oncself from ccclusiastical domination), the

poral st its wmildest thaet "Dicu ne defend pas sans doute de vivre

e—

69 ibid. p. 118, 4445, Bristow, Funma de Lissau, vol. 2, 7. 6
Iy 9 5 3 9 g I

70 Ldmnrq fsteve, “Le '"ThéZtre Fonacalg' sous lo Rivolution: ses

priécédents ot ses ciites', Btude de Litérrature Priromantique
(Paris, 1923), p. 08; Louis F. Fuck, & Lifc of Motthew G. Lewis
(Cambridge, Mass., 1961), p. 23.
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honnétement et doucement dans un couvent, mais jo suis d'avis g'il
aime encore mieux a'on senarie.” Usually the possibility of & good
Christian 1life within a convent is destroyed by the prescnce of
avaricioue, lecherous and libidinous monks. By the timc of the
restoration of the French monsrchy the actual ebuses had ceasad,
but the characters and the plot - the unwilling entrance into a
religious life, the visits end letters of a lover (usually disguiscd
as the gardencr), the foiled rescue attempts, the incarceration and
attenpted rape, ond the final rescuc—hed become favourite sources of
romantic inspiretion. L5 Eduond Estove puts it, "anti-cléricalisn?
non pas; wmais affoire d’ésthotiquc“.71 However, in the Victorian
novel the balance between the justification of enti-Catholicisn by the
evidence of scencs of sadistic scxuality, and the reverss, was very
finc indced.

The roles playcd by Jewish charecters were affected by this

pattern in three ways, Firstly, therce werce tales of religieuscs

- - e A N ; m . - .
Juives malgré clles who were in the grin of the Incuisition:

i
i

sucondly, sway from Spain, the epostasy of youth was combat ed by
imprisonment and the threet of an orthodox marriage; snd thirdly,
the hord-hearted inflexibility of the Catholic parcnts who condomn
their children to suffcr “les rigeurs du cloftrcd is transferred to
the Joewish perents unhappy about the prospects of an inter-faith
marriage,

Lven a Jewess imprisoncd in the cells of the Holy Officc is
bound to frustrate the plans of the proto-Jesuitical Inguisitor and
his "hellish colleapgucs™, cither with the aid of her lover (this is
the traditionsal method: Gebriel and Isabells actually becornc

7e
cngaged curing a secret visit he mekes to plan her escap9$ or a

. - A o R " -
71 fsteve, Y"Le 'Thodtre dMonacslu''™, pp. 99, 123, 125,

Celic Moss Levetus, The King's Physician, p. 51; Grace sguilar,
Vale of Cedars, pne. 172,

~J
no
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family meamber (sn accepteble alternative, and also a tribute to the
Jewish wishpocheh or extended family). The fact that parents or
guardian figures deliver the innocent to the priests, thaet torture
and destruction we threotened if she dees not yicld to their lust,
and that rescue comes through disguiscd familiars, wmark out cven
anglo~Jewish accounts as troditional oncs. Non-Jewish cuthors
tended to fight shy of having to present Judaism as heroic.

When slonzo Moncada toolk it upen hiumsclf, at the age of
twelve, te question the moethods and mores of the Spanish cone
ventual system, his action was probably potterned on the precodent
of the twelvewycar-old Christ. The notif of the prococious child
cenfounding the olders is,however, cven older: "Intellectually
oriented rabbinicel Jewry liked to think that sbrehan, by purely
rational nuntal process, crrived at a knowledge of the true nature
of God in the menner of the medieval schoolmen, and they denict
him demonstrating his wit and knowledge in formol disputations in

1 and his wise men with @11 the old faniliar

o

which he confounds Ninro
chestnuts of the :sclmols‘.”7‘5 Put the fate of wlonzo diffors from
that of &brahen, or Christ:; he is carricd off to a convent and thence
to the Inguisitione. His fate doeternines that of charactoers. such
as young funa de Lissau (nlso twllve) who is imprisoncd for her
tewerity in questioning rebbinical Judadisn and professing her
e - P 7 . . e
faith in Joesus Christ, Perhops she wos created with the child-
saints of wedicval Christisnity in the asuthor's mind: they too
erpucd their feith boefore tormentors who were often Jewish,.

43 I heve seyd, thurghout the Jueric,

This litel child, 2s he cam to and fro,

vl purdily thon wolde he syngo and crice
O Almo roedempltoris cvereiio.

~J

~J
S

P

Bristow, 10 de Lissau, vol. 1, p. 135; Maturin, Mcoclmoth the
Wanderer, pe 74

H, W. Nibley, ""The Unknown sbruham', The Luprovenent fra, 72 (1969), 30,
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The swotnesse hath his herte porced so
Of Cristes nmooder that, to hire to pr¢y0,75
He kan nat stynte of syngyng by the weye.

Haa is not murdercd, but if she had been & fow years older she would
have boen provided with o husband to force her into religious
conformity.

The religious 1ife was not just dintermppreted to mecn the isolation
of & convent, or rigorous conformity. It also nmeant the confirmation
and scaling of this falth by marriage. In wmost accountms of
religious persccution Vthere is a Beautiful Young Girl who has been (or

is ebout to be) forced intu morriage with the Evil 0ld Man', This is

!

a refincment, through the Gothic alunbic, of the Merchant's Tole of
Jonuery end Moy, and therce must be a Damyen. If the desipgned husband
is & pricst, he is lay; if o catholic, a protestant; if a Jew, @
hristiens; if a Mormon, a gentile:; "the young heroines in these

storics are usually seved from the clutches of the Letter~doy Saints by
floeing, aided by the Hondsome Young Gentile, who is elither pursuing

, 76

a lost sister or just passing through with his waggonlocd of freight.h

S leed
There are many sources of this kind of fiction; one 2t least links
the poor belecguecred Jewesses with the heroines of Gothic fiction.

The pride and bigotry of one gencretion trics to bring the

kg (&)

innccence and faith of the next into subjection: “... if you have

.
not strength of wind sufficient to ennble you te renounce a sinful

A « N [ " N 1
world, [you meyl rcturn into it [withl ¢ suitoble partner to support

77

you through its carcs and toils ..

n

The parents, by determining who is & suitable partner, bocone

it

the villzins of thu piloece. V'IL tiiou hes aedmitted to thy hesrt onc

75 Chencer, "The Prioressis Tale”, 11, 551557 /1741-1747, Works,
cd, . N. Robinson (London, 19%3%).

76 Necl £. Lombert and Richard H. Cracroft, "Through Gentile Lyes.
4 Hundred Years of the Mormen in Fiction™, The New Era, 2,53

(March, 1972), 15, 16.

77  Mrs. Radcliffce, The Italicn, p. 83
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deep snd root it out,

unworthy thought towards a Moorish

cven with the knife, ond to the death - so wilt thou ssve this hand
frowm thet degrading taske V'V When sluamen leorns thot Leilas hes

becowe a Christian and entered ¢ convent, he confronts her in the

cathedrel as she is about to take her vows, and slays her on the

78 . .
altar stcps.7 Lytton's creation of alpemen has becn criticized,
) 79, ; .
notably by Rosenberg,’ “for being o pestiche of traditional anti-

scuitic columny ond oexaggeration; but though Roscenberg's criticisn

not wntirely to the point., The euthor,

-
&}

is well worth reading it
wrote Lytton, Ywill suit the natvre of the criminel to thoe state of
the socicty in which he is cust. Thus he will have occasions for
the noblest morality. By concentreating in onc focus the vicious
influences of @ny wnorticular errcr in the social system he will

[
hold up a airror to nations thGMSGchS.”GO slmancn, then, is
cntirely amoral becazusce Boabdil and Ferdinand arc coupletely
irmoraly  his metaphysical and nationalist aberrations arce supposcdly
the result of the Fporsecution and affliction' inflicted on the

Joewish people ond thelr belng Yground to the dust, condemned and

0O A
‘ - L o1 .
torturced? by elwmest 21l classes in Granada. In the fairy-tale

story of Ledle, howoevery, he is cast as the wicked-uncle. It is

hardly surprising thot whoen Leila disobeys hin, she dics,.

78 Bulwer Lytton, Leila, pp. 34, 154-155, cf. p. 124,

79 Rosenberg, From Shylock to Bvengali, pp. 254-297.

&g

80 Bulwer Lytton, vol. 3 (Encbworth editior: London, 1874),

Pe 320,

81 Bulwer Lytton, Leilz, pp. 25, 35, 338, 79-80, 96, etc; the
persecutions and general cdetails of the novel's sction, were
taken frow Washington Irving, & Chronlclp of the Conguest of Granada,

From the Mss, of Fray intonic wganiado, 2 vols. (Lunuun, 1629 )%
the (Merranos), the weakness of boubdll the unfortunate, Wthe
inspirced santon'’, white bonner and the people "infatusted by the
predictions of the prophet’, a bezutiful infidel who is taught and
accepted into the Church, V'a uighty werchant, of uncounted weslth
who trics to buy bencfits for his poople, and cven ‘el ultinmo
suspiro del Moro' can. all be found in Irving's poges. The actual
shaping of the story depends upon the conventions discussced above.
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In Evengelical novels, however, the parents (reprosenting
Taluudic Judeism) arc shaped by en o_priori didacticisime. dbusc is
heaped on their heode for not fellowing thedr son or daughter into
baptisie. The intcellipgent Jew, by the author's lights, is one who
deubts the validity, or the applicability, of the Law: observing
Jews, therefore, arce ‘destitute of the more brillisnt qualities' of
thelr race, Because, frow the wisdon of the Christian viewpoint,
"sone ninor commands ... inclined towards bigotry', the orthodox
formily patricrch must conscquently be not only devout, but also
bigoted, rigid and fanstical., s Ronald Paulson has peinted out,

a Turnus must be provided to match every wcneos

In the religious novel of the ninetcenth century the
opposition of ecclesia and synogogis was revived, This was not &
reversion to the velucs and cntipathice thet lay behind medieval
iconography. IBcclesia, as hes been scen, is arroyed in the comely
gornents of an eightecnth-ceontury heroine end she is brought forward
COELE

to foce and reject in $yno a representative of & Judaism

inventcd to nosk and parocy Christien feelings of inadequacy and

ailure on & uissiocnory lovel. Just as the villeiny of the

s

Catholic orders is traditionsl, but Schedoni is given his peculiarly
. _ - Ca ot . s . . 33
cloony and ferocinsus disposition® beczuse he is a Gothic villein
g 1 5
so o belief in Jewish villeiny hes been co-extensive with Christianity,
but these particular Jewish ogres are peeulierly offensive to
nineteenth~contury sensibilitics. This state of affairs is
gencrated by the context and conventions of literary Lvengelisn,

<

and not by the myths of cnti-semitism or the facts of Judaisn.

82 imy Levy, Reuben Sachs, pe. 463 Harris, Zstelle, vols 1, pe 1943
Mre. Webb, Julomerk, p. 108; Bristow, Buua de Lissau, vol.T,

pe 93 Harris, H§u;;“, vols 1, e 193%; Whyte-Mclville, The

Glediators, p. 533 wheeler, From Petticoot Lonc to Rotten Row,

ve 56, ctcy Ronulu VPaulson, The bictions of fatire (Baltimore, 1967),

ne 112,

4

o
¢}
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Mre., hodeliffe, The Italion, ps. 25.
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CONCLUSION

LTION of Jewish roles in the nineteenth-century

THIS CONCIDE
novel has involved us in a study of uyths, but the myths which
lie behind and give meaning to the roles and attributes portrayed

pa
4

rather than the myths of - and about - Judaism itself, ilmost
without exception hcro has been a lack of awareness of the
latter by the author, or a deliberate attenpt to make the Jewish
gualities subservient to the demands of type.

When du Maurier invents a controversy as to whether fesop
was a 'lame poet of Lacedaermon ... {(or] a 1little hunchback

Armenian Jew', it tells us a 1ittle about the intellectual

tone of du Maurier's circle and, in a small way, it could give on

insight énwthe slow removal and disappcarance of Jewish disabilities;

but it is not significant in any literary sense, lo nineteenth-

century novelist had the desire, capacity or precedent before

him for it to make any difference to the fiction whether a charact

. . . 1
was an LArmenian Jew, or not.
H

4is George Orwell has pointed out, however, when 2 Jewish
character would seew to be interchangeable with another, it is

the Jew who tends to leave 2 bad taste in the mouth,

Tt is interesting to comparce the "Jew Joke' with the
other standby of the music-halls, the "Scotch joke',
which it oupﬁf‘Tclally resembles, Occasionally a story
is told (ee.g. the Jew and the Scotsman who went into
a pub together and both died of thirst) which puts both
roces on on cquql ty, but in general the Jew is credited
merely with cunnin y and avarice while the Tcotsman is

credited with physical har ihood as well, This is seen,
for exanple, in the sto of the Jew and the Scotsman

who go togetner to & rec LlYW which has been advertised

1 bu Maurier, Sh woriian , p. 45; such things can matter
though. I think of such novels =s Dernard Malamud, The

Tenan#s(London5 1972), and Gicrgio Bassdni, The Garden of the

FPinzi~Continis, trens, Isabel Ouigley (Ion%on‘ 1665,

e

r



as free, Unexpectedly there is a collectlon, and to
avoid this the Jew falnts and the Scotsman carries
him out, Here the Scotsman performs the athletic
feat of carrying the other. It would _seem vaguely
wrong if it were the other way about,

Yy
Ia s

Lgain, there were many supposcd chilgmurderers in the
medieval worldy Giles de Rais was guilty of this crime, and
(amongst others) the Templars, the Bnglish army and the Jews

and how the Jews

lan

were suspecteds, [t is not hard to unders

4

could be saddled with this charge in nn age of prejudice and

gross superstition, an age when his villagers believed Gilles

[
de Rais (Bluebeard) to be Ywriting in a great book in his own
hand with the blood of the children he had killed, ‘“When the

book was comnlete he would then have the power to take any
it I 3

Z
stronghold he wished and he would be invulnerable,” It is

interesting that only the Jews carry this charge today; and
Bluebeard has been downgraded to o vocation of wife-murder and
perennial popularity in Frerch melodrana,

It is dintercsting: but it is not litercturce., In the

novel it is only true for each specific instance that 'to the

~

Jew belongs ... the gold and jewols and stuffs, the pgorgeous

- . b .
rooris and piled up coffers;” and the same applies to the

¢

blood-accusation., The roles played by Jew and Scotspman in their

respective jokes are the same, and we might compare their
coming together in the final joke told by Orwell with the

situation in W. H. Ainsworth's iuriol (1865) where the lisp

of the Jewish old-clothesman represents bhe cruclty of the crowd

whilst the museular vitality of a bystander's Irish broguewhich
o . i)

2 George Crwell,'intimSemitism ir Britain', (1945), in
Collected Essays (London, 1941), p. 310 n,

% Jean Benedetti, Gilles de Bknis: The Authentic Bluebeard
(London, 1971), p. 163,
L Lucy Kane Clifford, Mrs, Keith's Crime: & Record, 2 vols,

(London, 18385), vol. 1, v. 177
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supports the hero, Someone has to play the villad:

the role has been massed oubt the design is execubted with very

to Jewishness, Irishness or any other -ness,

pley the villoing in the nineteenth-

In theory, of course, Firstly, "the

the Jew in the

very success of the Christi:

to a

;CL

has written, "has lec

T s P e
world of reality,’”

need for a more reverential and mmbilvalent inage in the
a

world of fantasy.'

Socondly

y, Judaism ofiered, by its very existence, a

K
powerful imaginative alternative to the sccular and spiritual

heritage of Western Christianity Sither as an allegory or a

a tempting opportunity for mental

i gt}

"When the Dmperor turned his horse's

hend from Yonterloo, and Hothan Rothschild hastenct

spot to conguer the London Stock lixchange by foretelling the

news, not a institution on the Contincnt which

existed before '090 was left standing, except the Christian
, : I

7

1 k . v as/ - R N . - ~ » ~ oy pen
Church and the Jewish Notion," The reverence was not long

in coning T0nly btwo relipicus disciplines,' wrote Matthew
o ) b

[l g

Arnold, Yscem exempted, or comparatively excmpted, from the

the rearing, outside

operation of tho law whi

£y
the national Churches, of men of the hiphest spiritual significance,

Jled b

These two are the Foman Cntholic and the Jewish,' Heither

W, I, Ainsworth, Juriol: or,
(Copyripht edition: London,

\J1

Now

[

Hyam Maccoby,
Interpre uLlJih

7 "The Modern Jow',

0

atthew Arnold, Cul
ol, 5 (1965), n. 2

archy (1869), edd, R, U, Super, Works,
lson (Cﬂmhr;l& , 1960), pp. 13-1b,



Socialism nor Humanism could, before the twentieth century, offer

vitality of tradition: Noncon’

never cou"d; the apneal of
the subline Jew is hardly surprising,

Put even the most

fhasuerus, can be better

exnlained when placed in the company of the non-Jewish Prometheus

and Taust, and cannot be interprelted with cntire success as a
manifestation or of soul, Understanding

he Jew in literasture is, after all, n liternry nmatter not a

9
. . . , _ 9
sociologicel one, and a source of aesthetic, not political, concern,

for the

In the allocation of roles in the
characterimation of Jews, the mediuvm - with ite stercotypes,

conventions and genres: indeed, all the rhetoric of the novel -

\
i h nessane

nrovides a rigid context for the Jeowish BOALE,

f

O
]

o novalist consistently chose Jews to
il moneyorubbers, the choice

naxrts of

evi ter of wmoralil t5
and not of literature {(though the ch&rﬂckerlz vtion would include
all thc stocV gestures and ganbits appropriate to apy evil

-

monecys ser)s but, as Blie Haldvy wrote, "The litcrary world

of Lonm n hdu alwoys prided itsell upon its frecdom from ...
bigotry." (Tue Viectorian Years 1841-1395 [ London, 195117, p. 376.)
In general, as there is little distinctively Jewish about the roles
of Jewish characters, the charges of anti-semitisiu can be ignored.
Rosenberg's eaple eye for details of traditional

clothing and speech cannot He faultedy; but Lthese
materially affect the dynamics of the parts assum@d.
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HhJE V&!ID H CHRIZTIAD

A CHRISTIAN Jumwy,

STYLOCK Juetifiably, cast his shadow over all

discussions of the Jew in IEnpglish literature, He is a marvellously

memorable creationiut sometlies memnries of the stage~-business -

the gaberdine and the nose, for over-emphasize the importance
of hig Jewish "tribe’, If the key to LHhylock is genus rather than

Jew, then it is an important precocdent for the nineteenth-century

described above,

In Shakesvearc's inglond very few peownle would have seen a

Jew, Tor nearly a thousand yenrs there had been o separaticn
between the ideas of Israel (the Church), the Hebrews (the conversos
and the Jews (the unregenerate and unconverted): in a universe

structured by theology, the Jews, as the crucifiers of the Saviour,

vtists olso the Jew was

. . c s o . T . .
inevitably exemplified cvil, or the dr
a figure of evil, but he was not seen as an ircarnation of absolute

evil, and he could {(and usunlly did) stand ns representative of

the Ybias of the world', Commodity, which was hated and condemned,

vet allowed and not entirely avoilded,

nower of this Vvile-

drawing bias®, "this bawd, this broker, this all-chn

the Jew Zabulon in I'letcher's (perhnps Fletcher's

s) The Custon of t Country where he is o

purse~bearer to .Lrnoldo: from the start one suspects him of y»laying

the Cuomodo to o Ma mberlain:

3t richer on, and fuller;
inve you placed the music?

These scents are Jull; ca
scent every place, Uhere

-

Roth, History, pp. 139-14 1
Chretic ens Latins du IMoyen Age sur les Juifﬁgct la jUUul,
(Parlu, 196> %), . 2263 lersch 1., mlLt, "The Jew in the Sliza
2

World Pictu Ie”, Hd, 1 (1952), 60,

33 Bernard Dlumenkranz, Les Jfutours

2 Shakespeare, King John, ed, J. D,
b
2,./].5/1"'7 777’ )Uft
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a pander:

The wines bhe lusty, high and full of

And amber'ta all

y spirit,

and a bawd:

be lusty

‘nd awake your spirits .,

Corme

Zabulon works by the vhilosophy that "wo serve them best that

are most apt to give¥: he is prepared to plant false cevi
secure the dmprisonment and relcease of former patrons, and change
natrons at the drop of a purse, and be is quite unsqucanish about
4 . e . .
the use of oorcery,. This Jew is Dastard IMaulconbridge's "swooth
fac'd gentlenan',
that sly devil

That broker, that still bresks the pate of leth
That daily break-vow, he that wins of all ,

., or at any rate, created, was

What Tletcher sceme to have

a character who could rssume a multiplicity of roles (including

'

that of the criminnl tool), who had 2 tnste for enchantments, and

3

about whom one constantly 1}

suspicions, Rutilio dis, gquite

justifiably, benused:

Sure thy good angel 1s o Jew, and comv
co

In his own shape to hielp thee
Mine would appear too, like a Turke

3 John ¥Fletcher, The Custom of the Country, in The \Eggﬁ of
Francls Deaumont ond John Fletcher, ed, R, Warwick Dond
(Variorum edition: London, 1904), 3,2.2-6, 3.3.3%39-40, The play
dates from ¢, 1619, Cf, John Middleton, Michacluas Term (1607),

¢d, Richard Tevin (London, 1967), 1.1.120-24,

o

4 The Custom of the Country, L,2.,58; 3,3.,194-95, L,2,118 ff,,
Loz, obh, L L Lo,

5 King John, 2.1.573, 567-6G, 6 Custom of the Country, 2.3.49-51,
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Fletcher thus uses nmedieval ftraditions and fears without
subscribing to them; indeed, their contexts zad interpretations
a2re new,

The Jews were restricted to the »rofession of usury in

juifs @tre usuner’ - but the

their stage appearances - "étre

role of the miser in usury-dramas could be assigned to Jew,

non-Jdew or an indeterminalte character, The drametiste were far

more concerned to scorce points against the economic system than

against any nationality. Therc was a general conviction that
society would destroy dtself with cowmrercialism if self-secoking
was unchecked, and Dekker, Middleton and Jonson, and the rest,

were vocal in expressing their fears, 1t is this

background that the Jewish stereotynes must be secn,
£V

I am a Puritan, one that will cat no pork,
Doth use to shut his shop on Saturdays,
Lnd open them on Sundays. A familiar

4nd one of the arch limbs of Delzebub 5

o
A Jewlsh Christirn and o Christiar Jew,

4

Shylock, it is suggested, was hated os rmuch for his usury as
for his Judaism: in Slizabethnan dramn the profession genernted
the roley the race was mercly o pretext for additional diatribe.
The dark side of Elizabethan Tondon was a world where
both courtier and merchant used the same dirty fthctics:
ench one secks with malice and with strife,

To thrust down other into fnlsce disgrace,
Himsell to raise: and he doth soonest rise

7  Tor Jewish usurcrs, see Robert Daborn, A Christian Turn'd
Turk (1610); Thomas Coffe, The Reging Turk (1627); for

non-Jewish usury scc Shakespearce's Timon of /Athens, the anonymous

Tinon (ed, /f. Dyce London, 1842 ), and Jonson's Volpone (1607) :

and for » usurer who might, or might not, be a Marrano, sece

[ Willian Haughton) , Englishmen for Uy Money (1616),

8  Paula H, Sicgel, Puritan Usurers®, in Studies
Do tthew and Clark M, Inery

e
(Coral Gables, Fla., 1953), v. 131, citing i

N

ew Trick to

Chent the Devil,
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That best can handle his deceitfull wit,
In subtil shifts, and finest slights deuise,

3
ey
ot
o~

w3
[
h
-
s

ot

A11 were cau she pursult of profit:

Lnd there professours find maintenaunce,
But to be instruments of other nins”

or, of course, their own, Shylock and Iachimo are Shakespearian
fi'profescours™, experts in their field, who delight in the 'merry
bond", This is Iachimo: 'With five times so much conversation,
I should get ground of your failr wistress; wake hier go back,
even to the yielding, had I admittance, and opportunity to

friend ... I dare thereupon pawn the moicty of my estate, fo

.
T

your ring ... And to bar your offence herein too, I durst attempt
. . — ., 10 s \
it against any lady in the world," Iochinio treats the whole

T

affair ns a ‘merry sport’ a compares Imogen to "thilirabian Dird"
. k { b}

)

RES -

taking her bracelet instead of the "treasure of her honour', and

speaking poor psevdo-Marlowe (VSwift, swift, ve dragons of the

night') instead of stealing a kiss: the 'wager itself, however

deplorable, is failr enough, and it may be notel that our villain

accepts desnerately long odds, In this he cormes near an earlier

H

comic villain, Shylock, whose merry bond stands only one chance

. o N o . a1 -
in a willion of fulfilling his hopes,™ In fact, of course,

both nearly do causc the ruin of the hero (intonio sorrows for

himself - Ylet me have judgenent and the Jew his will' - and

Posthunmgus scrrows for Imogen: "for Imopgen's dear life toke

TN 0 e e . . .
pmine' ) s but “»oth Shylock and Tachinmo care less for the prize

9 Edmund Spenscr, Colin Clouts Cowme lore Agnin', Poetical VWorks,
edd, J. C, Smith and ¥, de Selincourt {(London, 1912), 11. 690-94,

10 Shakespeare, Cymbeline, ¢d, J,C, Mexwell (Cambridge, 1960),
1.4,102-05,

11 Cymbeline, ed, J. Nosworthy (Arden Shakespearc: London, 1955), p.lix.

12 Merchant of Venice, 4.1..3;
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than for
13

(a gold ring, a pound of flesh)

against the sincere or the sceming so,
sweet plensure when Justificed by national nride and
of o wife or mistrcess Both these villains have a
of hunour in 2 nercantile world.

It is the world's mercantalism which nroves
socilety and finds it rotten fto the core, Antonio -

£

gentleman treads not the earth - rang

On

the onc

between God and Deast, hand,

whori Bassanio is infinitely bound:; on th
he 1s flawed beyond compensation,

the prison to beg for mercy frorm Shylock
supplications and "bootloss praver®,

a2t a tainted wether of tho flock!) he se
his epitaph., Yo Shylock, who keeps

credit worthiness on the Hialtoy Antonio

(N s
Bis failure, like Tinon's,

that was crinminally irresponsible in o ¢

ruin came through usury. It was a
mlizabethan gentlenen, The usurer by b

debt and out of credit, the

sense upon his living and the uncivill ser]
fintonio as victim, however, is o little different from

who earns the ungualificd praise of the

Ite is not up to this standard and looks

his profits ~ but not those of Shylock,
amaz ing subtlety in the moral blackmail

the ¢!

iance

to

score

This is nlways a

, Like

he is

¢ other

He petitions

£

A

ts Das

15 a

Come

1 3
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roca

throo

grim

seunse
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Venetian

o kinder

the defence

Tinon of Athens,

a redecmer to

hand,
for 1

cllow
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hinself posted as
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choric

bringeth

however,

cave from

him with

Full of self pity ("I
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to
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society; his

him 1
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Timon,

strongers
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Cymbeline, 5.5,171,

14
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and the simpering speech with which he covers up his responsihility

for the affair of the rings, The audience wculd not be surprised
by such qualitiecs in an “nglish gentlemany in The Three Enplish

Srothers (1607) John Day sccms guite happy to have Sir Anthony
describe lingland as a land obsessed with sex and usury.

This ie not intended as & whitewashing of Jhylock, But
it should indicate that these nlays are atteapting to recren
o corrupt world in which the Jew can sustain a morc complex
symbolic function than he did in the mystery plays. Though
Shylock is still the devil in the likeness of the Jew, and
Passanioc has ‘ithe prace of God', watters are couplicated a

<

little by Shylock's love for his wife and daughter and Dassanio's

view of his expedition to Belmont, with Gratihnio and train, as

i 17

being that of a second Jason and the argonauts,
2 g

Tt would be a mistake to assume that there was a continuity
of thought between the Primitive Church and the Lnglish Renaissance,

The figure of the Jew, 'Larvon, fillus diaboli', mecant different

things over the course of fifteen hundred years.

S

dividi lines can bhe drawn, however, Loth the Crusade era

and the Renaissance were periods of social upheaval - which
affected the Jews —adof artistic and literary change, The
image of the Jew was inherited, and reshapceds

The Bar-Cochba revolt of 126-7 and the subsequent trouu]ou

under LAnthony led to the logs Tewple in Jerusalem and

16 John Day, The Travailles of The Threc Bnglish Brothers
(1607), in The ‘orks, ed, &, H., bullen (London, 1081), p. 563
"the old nlay that and Tve acted in bare action under the
figge tree'', Ylike good fellows, when they have no woney, live
upon cre ﬂlt‘* Merchant of Venice, 1.3.46, 87, 90, 3.2,310-22,
Antonio would have received sympathy for being in the hands of

the litigious Shylock but countless cevidences show that an
Tlizabethan drawatist would have beun aware of the false standards
of a merchant such as fAntonio,

17 Merchant of Venice, 3,1.19-27, 2.2.,150, 5,1.115-17, 1.1.172 etc,
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purs

introduced a new dimension into the relationships between the
Jewish and non-Jowish worlds, The ruin of the Temple in Y0 had
not been the same to the Church,

Tt was borely out of the period of apostolic lendership

B ke RS i ]

troubles at Jerusalew merely scemed to presage the Second

and confirm the faith, The apostles were gone by the time of
Yodrian's war and Christianity depended on a justification by

nosticism and polemic rather than the witnesses to the Saviour.

e

The insccurity that resulted nade itself felt in anti-Jewish

ars, writers attacked the spiritual

values of Judoism and the

Judaism had supnlied the
Christians with a morality and a liturgy, though the Jews of the
Diaspora had prepared the heathen, provided a text and its
interpretntion, they were upgraded fron being apostate~Isracl to
being anti-Christ, Not until they conquercd Jerusalem in the

Crusades could the Christians accept the in

and because the Church found itself in a median position between
it and the gnostic mysteries it moved onto the offensive against

both., The destruction of the Temple for the sccond tine was a

£
8]

momentous event, God's hand, it scemed, justified this new sty
of writing: until the first Crusade (1006) the Jews were victilus
of the assuuptions made in this period of post-apostolic anxiety
and the arguments worked up and elaborated by the Fathgrs in Rome

and Alexandria.

Prior to the Crusades, however, Jews managed to live their

18 Marcel Sinon, Verus Isracl (Paris, 1964), po. 14, 53
Hugh W, N - of the Church: Forty Variation

on an Unpopula CH, 30 (1961), 131-154, and "Christian

Envy of the Te 50 (1959~ W“oﬂ) 97»123 and 229-240,

bley, W” ¢ Passi

b

o commensete for the loss of the apostolic and charismatic

sortance of the Temple,
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law and still nmaintain good relationships with the Christians,
Gifte were frequently cexchanged, a Jewess could be a close friena

of the Lady of the Manor, non-Jdews would willingly fight fires in

the Jewlsh quarter and assist in many other ways

Pl ’
slaves and employ Christilan servants, and “in the early part of

the eleventh century the Jews were the borrowers of money, and

the non-Jdews the lenders ot interest.,” Theologically, of course,
the Jew was held in ocium; bhut for centuries personal affairs
remained larpgely unaffected, The dnsccurity of the Church,

however, was to destroy this division between theology and practice,

In 1096 Urban 11 preached the First Crusade, His letter of 7

Ak

October stressed the neced to liherate cnslaved

<
>
=
}_J
o0
o
}._z
<]
=
{.—J.

Lo
bonl
<
(e

Latin intervention is best understood as taking place for less

altruistic reascns. The Papacy felt itself hedged about by Islai,

1

the Bmpire nnd the Greck Church, and further temporal suzerainties

)

were nccessary to counterbalance the growth of the impire, ond the

Palestinian gains of Dyzantiuwm, declaration of mutual anathena
(e8]
defined clearly the relationships between Pope and Patriarch in
1054 and relationshins were scarccely imnroved by 10065 when Rone
-) By S @ )

seized Dyzantine Sicily and fSouthern Italy; obviously, Urban was

not going to rush to the aid of Alexius unless there were temporal

gains to be made, The Crusa movement was not, however,
presented to the public as a piece of politics, Personal sclvation
was linked with the objectives of reaching Jerusalen and crushing
the infidel, and the Tranks - many of wihom were experienced in

this technigque from the Barbostro "Crusade” in Spaln - pointed out

that 1t would Le wisest to make preparation for the venture to

. /SQ
Palestine by disposing of the infidel at howme, ~

19 Irving 4, Agus, Urban Civilisation in Pre-Crusade Gurope (Mew York,

1965), pp. 766, 75L, 758, 787 and 3485 Claude Canan, "An Introduction
to the First Crusade’, PP, 6 (1954), 6»;0, Norman Golb, 'lHew Light on
the Persecution of the French Jews at the Time of the Tirst Crusadel,
PAATR, 3k (1966), 1-63,

bt
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For the first

theological dnvention) found hinself a

~

A o

both current and to bhe

cternal,

dinboli®, T carnapge was terri and Ch

ble,

have never aince, The fTirst

literary~historical account to note is that

treated in an entirely new manner:

treatuent was a spiritual

generntion

diabolunl hebent exercitus’ wrobte

and the Jewish nder and ticulturi

Money -1 vi

The second cong WS

gguence

its way into popular and ccclesiastical art

church was on the defensive ‘en montrant

fu

N k3
a Jesus ssent-ils en TC“llte des

-

S

caracteristiques des Juilfs, cependant gue s

carnctéristigues sur les disciples

authentiques,' at a time when

werc beginning to be rocognised,

"ymages and payntors' as Mlewde menys
chirch, whatever thes lollardes Saye”fﬂ T

literature was to reveal and not to deceive

Jew was reveanled in attitudes derived from

The objectives of art were changing at the

the dramatists of the Miracle Plays, for exaunple,
ao something different frow the Church Fath

Wekefield author it is likely that fAnnas

tine the contemmorary Jew (

syubol

tou

Rormain

gui furent
the possibilities of realism
The carly Middle Ages

bookys" and 'neces

The purpose of

vy
ana

o3
A

against the

of the enemy in

ourht Tcontra exercituun

ristian~Jewish relationshinps
conscequence for this
the Jew was being
material for this
vitia capitula

Moralium Liber,

st was

given then all,

gshift of opinion found

and literature, The

o

s ce qui s'opposércent

<

8 avec toutes

-

e 7
ont c¢ffaces ces memes

pourtant des Juifs
in art
saw
sary in holy
art and
by dillusion and the
patristic polemic,

sane

time, however;

O
were trying to
ers, By the time of the

Cainphas are

described with one eve on the corrupt ecclesiastical lawyers of

the day, and the other on effective drematic techniques, The

20 Bernard Blumenkranz, Le Juif Medieval Au Mirror de 1'irt
Chretien (Paris, 1966), pp. 37; 20, 24, 36, 88,

omilies, ed, T. Erbe,

21 John Mirke, Festial: 4 Collection of H
LETS, eos., 96 (London, 1905), pe 171,
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abuse of the Jews was by then traditional, but the secular demands
put upon the artist or writer meant that the abuse had often only
secondary significance., The theologlans, dranatists, preachers
and painters were all adept at acapting pre-Crusade material to
. . 22 . L m . . ;

ne >W SALTUC 0TS ¢ 7 4 @ LU Henalssance e Qe

the new situations Yith the Tudor Renalssance the sanme
happened again and old attitudes became tags to illustrate new

&

idecas,

22 See Vi 4. Kolve, The Play Called Corpus Christie (London,
1960), p., 30; G. R, Cwst, Literature and Pulpit in

Medieval England (London, 1933), e 496; the Corpus Christi

plays were so profitable that in 1584 the Coventry crafts

payed a Mr, Smythe of Oxford £13,6,8d (out of the Sniths! funis)

to write a "tragedy of the destruction of Jerusalen (Hardin Craig,

English Religious Drama of the Middle Ages [Oxford, 19601, pe. 294):

as well as symbolising commerce the Jewilsh inuge was shaped by 1it,
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