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Preface.

.The aim of this study has been to assess the
character and degree of success of the administration of
the old poor law in the county of Dorset in the last
seventy-four years of its operation. It also seeks to
investigate agrarian distress in the county and to consider
whether the poor-law administration was a factor, major or
contributory, in creating that @istréss. In particular,
attention has been given to the period after the Frehch
wars in 1815, a period which culminated in the disturbances
of 1830 and shortly afterwards in the Tolpuddle Martyrs
episode. It has been thought wise to omit consideration
of the latter since it has been exhaustively studied
before. Since agrarian distress forms a part of the
subject under consideration it has been thought appropriate
to give a fairly extensive survey of social and economic
conditions in the county in the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries. In the study of a social subject of
this kind it is often difficult to determine the exact
limits of relevant material and it has been found necessary
to leave out of considerstion the possible influence of the
corns laws on Dorset agricultural economy and élso the
effects of national economlc and financial trends such as
inflation which clearly exaggerated the real increase in
poor-law expendituré. -

I must acknowledge the help so willingly given to
me by Miss M. Holmes, the County Archivist, and by
Mr, R. Piers, the Curator of the Dorset County Museum, in
making available the records in their care. Likewise I
must thenk the many Dorset clergy who put themselves and
the records of their churches at my disposal,. I am only
sorry that one or two felt unable to do so. My thanks
are also due to Miss M. B. Weinstock, the Principal of
Weymouth Training College, who was able to suggest sources
of information and who kindly read and criticised the draft.
Pinally I must thank my wife who also read the draft and
pointed out many stylistic errors which otherwise I might

have missed.
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_PART ONE.

An Introductory Study
of Aspects of the Social and Economic Life of
Dorset in the Eighteenth and BEarly Nineteenth

Centuries,




Chapter (ne.

The Lend and the Peeple,

"Dorset is not a large county, but it shows a wide
variety of physical features, and in meny weays is typical ef
southern England. Its charscteristic features are: & varied
cosstline, an interier of upland and velley, fertile clay
vales, and berren hecthland.," Thus L, E.Tavener briefly
described the county.{(1l) He centinued by distinguishing
seversl distinet "natural land types.® These were west Derset,
the Semerset Fringe, the Vele oi Blackmere, the Chalk Uplends
the Heathlands and the Isle of Purbeck,(Z) Fer the purposes
ef this study it will be useful te distinguish the Veymeuth
Triangle frem West Dorset in which Tavener placed it en account
of the similerity ef the land, This distinctien is Jjustified
by the almost cemplete lack of cemmunicszticns between the twe
areas in the period under review, (3)

About 93,000 ef Derset's 630,000 acres lie in West
Uorset, It is an srea ef very varied relief and ef mixed seils.,
Cheracteristic are the dsmp, clay-bettomed valleys which in
the eighteenth century were already enclosed inte small,
irregular fields and were trensversed by deep, winding lanes.(4)
Meny of the lanes were little different froem the éncient
hersepaths el the ferest statle -~ narrow, numerous and full ef
sloughs., (5) The villages according to William Mershall were
comprised of scattered farmhouses anc cottages; (6) but this X
seems to have been true enly ef the extreme west ef the region
where the parishes were eften comprised ef several scattered
hemlets., Elsewhere in the regioen, as in the county generally,
there wes normally s nucleated village, although often with
iselated settlements attached,

l. L.E.Tavener, Land Classification in Derset,p.6.

2, 1Ibid., p.6~17. Tavener distinguished s further area in
the north-east ef the county, the Greensand Bscarpment,
which has been igneored here since it is very small end
clesely related te the Vale of Blackmere socially and
economieally,

J. 8ee Map I en p.3 for these natural divisions.

4, W.,Marshall, a prelific agricultural writer of the period,
cf’. The Rursl Jconomy of the West of England (1796)p.l34.

5. Ibid.,, p.131.

6. Ibid,, p.l137-G.
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Another characteristic feature of West Dorset is its
hills, described by Mershell as mostly unenclosed and
overgrown with dwarf furze, heath and coarse herbage. (1)
The hills are often broad-tepped, sweeping downs with
harsh edges and deep combes. Sometimes they are flat-
topped knolls rising from the valleys. In the south and
in the east of the region, they are of no great elevation,
but in the north-west they rise to a considerable
height. (8)

The 28,000 acres of the Weymouth Triangle are of
a similar character to the hilly clay lands of West Dorset,
although the hills are very much lower, rarely rising over
200 feet. The ares includes the island of Portland which
is far bleaker and more barren than the rest ef this region,
and which, in the periecd under review, was approachable
only by ferry from the mainland. The Weymouth Triangle
is bounded by chalk hills frem Osmingten to Abbotsbury. (9)

The Somerset Fringe is the name given to the
28,000 or so acres around Sherborne. It is enclosed on
the south by the broad curve of the Vale of Blackmere, but
in the north and west enly the county boundary divides it
from similar country in Somerset., It is undulating country
with rich, loamy soils(10), described by thé early
nineteenth-century traveller, James Dugdale, as providing
fine arable land which yielded large crops of cereals. (11)

‘The Vale of Blackmore is a low-lying and often
marshy area of about 112,000 acres, reaching from h
Gillinghem and Shaftesbury in the north-east te the low
hills lying Jjust south of Yeeovil in the west. References
made by the older writers imply that the vale ended around
Mappowder and Lengburton, (12) but Tavener regards it as
extending further west into the more hilly country. This
extension is Jjustified by the similarity of the soils and
the nature of the agriculture.

7. Marshall, op.cit., p.137.

8. Tavener, op.cit., p.1ib.

9. Ibid., p.l5.

lo. Ibid., p.l7.

1l .James Dugdale, The New British Traveller,1815,p.201. :
12,G.A.Cooke, The Modern British Traveller,Vol.5,1801-7,p.37.




The soils of the area are mostly heavy clays which are
liable to fleeding in wetl weather.(13) The stickiness

of the soil after rain has led to the region being
designated "dirty Dorset? Nineteenth-century writers
suggested that the vale was enclesed early, Stevenson
recorded that the open parts of the Vale were mostly
coemmen paéture.(l4) This ebservation is supperted by a
modern study of Derset Enclosures (15) which shows that
only one-third ef the parishes was affected by eighteenth
and nineteenth-century enclosure, Most of these enclosures
involved less than half the parish and were of common
pasture only.

The Chalk Uplands form the centre of the county,
extending thirty miles westwards from the Wiltshire berder
in & series of round-backed ridges, intersected by fertile
valleys where many of the villages are found. (16) In this
area were most of the unenclosed villages, although even
here meny were completely enclosed and of the rest few
were wholly open.{17) The Chalk Uplands extend te about
200,000 acres which is roughly one-third eof the 0@unty1

Te the soutinh of the Chalk Uplands lie the
Heathlands, described by a contemperary writer as "a most
dreary waste, serving enly in the summer to support a few
ordinary sheep and cattle and to supply the neighbeuring
villages with heath for firing." (18) William Stévenson
considered that enclosure of the Dorset heaths would not
pay, but suggested that they might profitably be wooded, (19)
The surface of the heaths is a mixture of sands, gravels and
clays and is mostly very infertile. There aré,however, i
several alluvial valleys cutting across the heathlands

and it is here that the main settlements are feuna.(20)

13. Tavener, op.cit.,p.6.

14, William Stevenson,an agricultural writer of the early
nineteenth century. Cf., General view of the agriculture
of the County of Dorse#l8l2) p.l71. This work is the
Derset volume in the series of county reports madeé te
th Beard of Agriculture, it is the repert of John Claridge

General view of the Agriculture of the County of Dlorset
(1793) revised and enlarged.

15, G.B.Endacott, The Progress of Enclosures in Dorset in
the Eighteenth and part of the Nineteenth Centuries.
(Unpublished Thesis.) cf. figures given in appendices.

16. Tavener,op.cit,,pp.6-9.

17. Endecott,op.cit.,appendaices,

18, Britton and Brayley,Description of the C i "] o
19. Stevenson, 9p.cit.,§.332. D e County of Dorset.p3cc.

20, Tavener, op.cit,, pp.ll-l2,




The whole area smounts to seme 105,000 acres.

The Isle of Purbeck is separated from the Heathlands
by & narrow, steep-sided chelk ridge which shelters the Vale
of Purbeck. The Valley has a comparatively flat bottem of
very mixed and net very fertile soils and on its southern
side lies a broad upland ares of Portland and Purbeck
limestones, breaking down aleng the south inte ravines and
some limited ceastal lewlands.(21) These limestones gave
rise to a gquarrying industry which was employing seme four
hundred persens at the end of the eighteenth century. (22)
The extent of the wheleé area is about 27,000 acres.

It is necessary now to turn to the consideratioen
of the population of Dorset which seems to have grown steadily
throughout the peried of this study, although decisive
evidence is aveilable enly from 1801 onwards. The fellowing
table shows the national and county figures from the first
five ten-yearly censuses. Te the last four sets of figures
is added the percentage increase for the decade preceding

each census. (23)

Natienal. Ceunty.

Total. Increase., Teotal. Increase.,
1801, 8&,872,980. - 114,452, -
1811, 10,150,615, 13%. 124,718, 9.7% .
1821, 11,978,875, 18%. 144,494, 15.2% .
1831, 13,897,187.  18%. 159,385. 10.4%.
1841, 15,906,741, 14%. 174,743, 11.0%.

From these figures it can be seen that the population ef
Dorset was increasing at a rather lower rate than that .of
the whole country. This fact suggests that the same may
have been true ef the late eighteenth century, but there is
little substantisting evidence . It would be useful,
however , to reach some estimate of the pepulation of Derset
in 1760.

The pepulation of England in 1760 is usually estimated
by medern writers as being between six and a halfl and seven
millioens. J.Steven Watsen estimates that it may have been

between six and a half and six and three-quatéer milliens. (24).

20, Tavener, ep.cit.,ppll-lz.

l. 1Ibid., pp.l2-13,

22, Q.Claridgs, Genersal Description of the Agriculture of
the County ef Deorset (1793), p.41l.

23. Figures from Victeria County Histe
Vel.2, pp266-2T3. y Histoery of Derset,

24, J.Steven Watson, The reign of George III, p.l0.
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A Redferd, fellewing E.C.K.Genner, suggests that the
population in 1750 may have been 6,320,000.(25) This figure
together with an annual increase of about 50,000 would make
the population of 1760 about 6,820,000, This estimate may
well be too high; fer Prof.T.S.Ashten has shown frem the
evidence of parish registers and bills of mertality that the
jncresse in the populatioen began about 1750 and speeded up
in the last twe decades of the eighteenth century. (26) If

a figure of six and three-quarter millions be adepted for 1760

the pepulatioﬂ@ncrease to 1801 would be about 47%. These figures

apply to the whole country and may net be true ef any
particular county, but if the same percentage ofincrease be
applied to the Derset figures, a population of 77,500 may be
estimated for 1760, growing te 114,452 in 1801, Anether way
of reaching an estimate is te consider the percentages of
increase after 1801, If it is assumed that the same trend
existed before 1801, the percentages of increase in the last
four decades of the eighteenth century would be:

1760-1770, . . 1.9%;
1770-1780, . . 2.9%;
1780-1790, . - 4.4%;
1790-1800, . -+ 6.6%;

These figures do not take into account the acceleraticn after
1780 suggested by Pref.Ashton and will, therefore, give toe
large & figure for 1760. If, however, the pepulathen
increased by 15.8% over the four decades, the 1760 figure
would be about 98,000. It is worth noting that this agrees
closely with the estimate made by Marshall relating to 1750
(i.e. 96,000). (27) These estimates vary considerably and
unfeortunately there is very little documentary evidence
relating to the Dorset pepulation at any date prier to 180l.
A1l that appears to exist relates to Puddletown, a chalkland
village, and to Marnhull in the Vale of Blackmore,

25, A.Redford, Labeur Migration in England, 1800 to 1850, p.ll.
26, T.S.Ashton, An _Ecenomic History ef England:The
Eighteenth Century,p.3.
27. J.Marshall (the early nineteenth-century statistical
writer) An Accouunt ef the Pepulation(1831), p.1ll.




Miss M.B.Weinstock has made a study ef Puddletown and has
given the fellowing figures from a parish census carried
out in 1724/5 and from another made in 1769: (28)

1724/5, . . 605 persons,

1769, . . 670 persens, (about 11% increase).
To these can be added the figure from the 1801 census; (29)

1801, . . 909 persons, (an increase of 36%).
if it be assumed that the population increase began about
1750, the percentage by which the population increased
between 1760 and 1801 would be about 40%. At llarnhull the
population in 1740 wes 976, (30) and the 1801 census figure
wes 1,075, i.e. an increase of 1ll%. Agein if the population
increase began about 1750 end if the first decade after that
date had the lewest rate of increase, then & 10% increase
between 1760 and 1801l seems probable. If the average of
these two figures (25%) be regarded as the county figure,
the 1801 population of 114,452 must have grown from about
91,000 in 1760. This figure seems a reasonable one, as far
as can be estimated from such limited evidence.

There was considerable variation in the degree of
poverty between the several regions of Dorset and in the
methods adepted in relieving it. It will, therefore, be
useful to show how the pepulation was distributed within
the county and this is set forth in the table below,

The Population of the Regions of Dorset Related to

Extent and Value of the Land. (31)

T populetion. icres., Annual Value
‘[ 1801.{ 1831. lrercentage per acre in £s|
Incresase "
West Dorset%20,53129,046. 43% 92,568, 1.5
Weymouth
Triangle. 4,941} 8,476. 70% 24,941. 1.4
Chalklends. || 26,646{36,734. 38% t97,576. .
Heathlanas. || 13,444}418,578. 31% 04,592, 5
Purbeck. 4,291} 5,544, 29% 27,323, .
Blackmore, 22,554128,678, 27% 112,096. .
Som.Fringe. 6,723} 8,821, 31% 28,097. .
28, M.B.Weinstock, Studies in Dorset History, pj
' PP.63fT.,
29. V.C.H., Dorset Vol.2, pp.266-273. '
30. E.H.,Rescoe, (Ed.), The Mern'll Beek, p.82.
31. v.C.H., Dorset Vel.z, pp.266-273.




From the table above certain ether useful figures can
be calculated and these are set out below.
A Table Showing the Number of Persons te the Acreage
and in Relation to the Value of the Land,

Persons to the Acre4 Persons to £1 Annual Value.
1801, 1831, 1801, 1831,

West Dorset, 23 31 15 21
Weymouth ' h

Iriangle. o2 «35 .14 .25
Chalklands, .14 19 .16 .21
Heathland. 13 .18 .24 33
Purbeck, .15 o2 25 o33
Blackmere, o2 .26 .14 .19
Sem.Fringe. o24 .31 o14 .19

This table shows thet the pepulation of the county was
fairly evenly distributed in relation te the value of

the land as estimated in 1815, The figures for the

Weymouth Triangle in 1831 are higher than the average

and prebably reflect the growth of Weymouth as a Watering
place and its spread inte the villages around. The

figures for the Heathland and the Isle of Purbeck b@thA

show a higher pepulation in relatien to the annual value

of the land, The explanation here is probably the quarrying
industry and the growing clay-mining industry around Poeole
harbour, together with the overfleow of the urban:area of
Poole into the neighbouring villages. (It should be neted
that in these statistics, Poole itself and certain other
purely urban districts have been omitted.) Other factors _
which_may well have influenced the pepulation of these areas
with considerable coastline were the fishing and other
maritime industries.

It would be wrong te conclude from these figures
alone, that it is possible to deduce evidence relative to
agrarian distress, for the rural bopulation seems to have
included a sizeable proportion eof those who did not derive
their living directly from the land. Thus in 1821 Dorset
centained 14,821 families engaged in agriculture, 10,811
engaged in trade and craft, and 4,680 other families. From
the evidence of a limited number of parishes, socme ides may

be gained of the way in which these were distributed

through the county., These are larger places where the

nen-agricultural population was likely to be highest,

although the purely urban areas have been excluded,

¥
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The figures will perhaps under-estiimate the agricultural
populatien in the rural areas as a whole but their average

is quite similar to that ofthe county. (32)

Ne., of Families, :
places. Agricultural, | Trade & Craft.|Other.
West Dorset. 16. 5T%. 35% 8%.
Weymouth
Triangle 4. 33%. 13%. 54%.
Chalklands. 24, 65%. 25%. 10%.
Heathlands. 11. T11%. 19%. 10%.
Purbeck, 3. 47%. 31%. 16%.
Blackmore., l6. 61%. 26%. 13%.
Som,Fringe, 3. 51%. 43%. 6%.
Average 59%. 26%. 15%.
Whole County. 49%. 36%. 15%.

It must not be suppeosed that the term "trade and
craft® given in the returns represented an industrial
population, although where the figure was high it probably.
included that. It usually referred, howewer, to the retail
tradesmen and the craftsmen ancilliary to agriculture. This
can be illustrated from the records of Winterborne
Whitechurch, a large chalkland village. The occupations
followed there are s8t out in detail as follows: (33)
Agricultural families:

5 yeomen.
45 agricultural labourers.
Irade and Craft families:

3 teilors, 9 woodmen, 2 gamekeepers, 4 carpenters,
1l groom, 1 carrier, 1 baker, 1 innkeeper, 4 masons,
3 thatchers, 2 blacksmiths, 1 plasterer,3 shoemakers,
1 miller, 1 gardener.
Other Feamilies:

5 independent, 1 clergyman, 6 paupers.
Thus, in a village of 495 persons, 52% of the families were
engaged in agriculture, 38% in trade and craft, and 10%
were otherwise occupied.,

32. J.Marshall, op.cit,, pp.10-11,26,29,56-7.
33. D,R.0., P58/0VL
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It is also clear that mosi of these eccupations were te

be found in any agricultural community of that time. The
figures on page 10, therefore, cannot be held to relate

to many purely industrial families, although there was
rural industry throughout the county and especially in the
western and northern parts. Industry was, however, a
supplement te agriculture, rather than an alternative

to it.In rural areas it depended far its labour on the
women and children, and perhaps the parti-time or spare-time
work of the men,

The county can fairly be described as & predominantly
agricultural one, but, as will be seen below, one in which
there was plenty of industrial work to supplement the
family inceme., The figures cited above suggest that the
problem of over-population was most likely to occur in the
Heathlend and in the Isle of Purbeck. The Somerset Fringe
and the Vale of Blackmore had the lowest poepulation in
reletion to the value of the land and the West Dorset figure
was only marginally higher. It will be shown later that
the Vale of Blackmore was a black spot of agrarian distress
whereas the Somerset Fringe and West Dorset were among the
least troubled areas., This suggests that population,in

itself, was not a major factor in causing distress in
Y
Dorset.

1l




Chapter Two,

Owners and Qccupiers.

In his "General View of the Agriculture of the
County of Dorset", Stevenson wrote that estates in Dorset
were large and the owners were few in number, He added that
there were more of the yeomanry in the western part of the
county, especially in the detached part.(l) Arthur Young,
who visited Dorset in 1771, found a similar situation but
noted that Lord Milton ewned 3,461 acres in West Dorset. (2)
There is no resdily accessible informstion te confirm and
illuminate these géneralisations except the 1873 Return
of Landowners, and some of the poll boocks ef the period,
The former is obviously too late to be relied upen in any
detail, although the general patiern it presenis was
probably similar to that of fifty years before, The latter
source can throw light on the numbers of forty-shilling
freeholders in any particular parish.
In 1873 there weré 10,903 landewners , owning

513,389 acres in estates of various sizes as the
following table shows: (3)

Less than one acre.......7,494 ewning 1,631 acres.

1l - 999 acres.eceececesss3,305 owning 192,163 acres,

1,000 - 5,000 acCresS..ssse...06 owning 153,541 acres.

Over 5,000 aCréS.ccecesosss.20 owning 226,054 acres,
More than one-third of the county was owned by a small
group of families in estates of over 5,000 acres and
almost two-thirds were owned in estates oi over 1,000 acres.“
This certainly seems to Jjustify Stevenson's statement., It
is extremely difficult to determine whether this was
equally true of each part of the county, for the return
gives no indication of the whereabouts of the estaﬁes. It
the twenty largest landowners are considered further, it
will be found that those who had Dorset seats, lived in
central, east and north Derset and especially around
Blandferd, Cranborne, Warehem and Wimborne. This suggests
that the eastern half of the county wss an area of large

1. Stevenson, op.cit., pp.73-75.

2. A.Young, A Farmer's Tour through the Bast of England
(1771) 111, p.382,
5. Return ef Landowners (1873), Dorset Section.
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estates, and the relatively small number of freeheclders
there, as is shown by the contemporary poll books, supperts
this. The same source shaquws that ia a far higher proportion
of West Dorset parishes the ownership of the land was

widely shared. An analysis of an 1831 poll book shows

that the numbers of freeholders, emcluding the parson and
the squire, were as follows: (4)

Freehelders. No., of Parishes,

o. 71.
1-5. 95.
6-10. 46.
11-15. 19.
16-2C. 21,
Qver 20, 46,
The distributien of these freehelders can be shown thus:
Parishes with: Total of
5-20 Over 20 pargghes in
freeholders freeholders the aresa
West Dorset, 11 13 39
Weymouth
Triangle; 5 2 11
Chalkland,; 24 5 96
Heathland,; 6 5 29
Purbeck; 1 ' 8
Blackmore, 11 14 56
Som.Fringe, 5 0 20

These figures demonstrate the truth of Stevenson's
observation thal there were more of the yeomanry in
West Dorset., Indeed it appears that this area was
predominantly one of small owners., In the Weymouth
area, the Isle of Purbeck and the Vale of Blackmore there
appears to have been s censiderable number of parishes
where the small freeholder predominated but elsewhere
the propertion was far less., These conclusions agree
extremely well with those deduced from the 1873 return.
Jome Dorset landowners farmed a considerable part
of their estates themselves. Arthur Young, in 1771,

mentioned Mr.Sturt of Crichel, Mr. Drax of Charborough

4. Poll book of 1831 for the county, D.C.M.,Box File 14,
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Park near Wareheam, Mr. Pleydell of Milborne St. Andrew,
Lord Milton of Milton Abbas and Mr, Hardy of Kingston
Russell. He described Mr. Hardy's farm of 11,000 acres

as the largest in Dorset, (5) Stevenson, in 1815,
mentioned also Mr.Portman of Bryansien, Mr. Wood of
Osmington, Mr, Farquharsen of Tarrant Gunville and

Mr. Demer of Winterborne Came. (6) Most of the land in the
great estates, however, wes let to tenant farmers, and in
the period under review the system of land-letting was
undergeing trensformetion. Stevenson found that cepyhold
tenure had almost disappeared except for cotiages and
gardens, and that the leasing of land en lives or for ninety-
nine years was far more common, (7) The tenant paid a fine
on entering into the lease which, accerding te Claridge,
was equal to twe years' purchase on one life, seven years'
purchase on two lives, and fourteen years' purchase on
three lives., (8) Each year the tenant paid a small rent
amounting to about one-twentieth of the annual value. (9)
The lease terminated with the desth of the last of the
named lives, or at the end of ninety-nine years according
to whichever was earlier., Stevenson gave an example of
three named lives: a man and his two sons, The fine was
£280 end the yearly rent was £2. 13. 4, plus a capon or 1/-,
& harvest journey or 6d, cleaning the mill seat of 4d, a
ploughing Jjourney or 2/6d, and & herriot 0% £5, '(10)

Miss Wténst@ck, in her study of Puddletown, gives another
example, Charles Buse, a yeoman, leased a cottage and an
acre of arable on the payment of a £15 fine and a yeerly
rent of 4/-, The lease, which included rights of commen‘
for twenty sheep and two cattle, plus rights of wood, was
to run for three lives or ninety-nine years.(11l) On many
of the larger estates , this system of lease on lives was
not practised. Stevenson wrote of the decline of the long
lease peinting out that in the eighteenth century the
twenty-one year lease had been commen whereas by 1812 most

of the leases were for seven years and in some cases for

Young, op.cit., pp.252,273,358,369,373.
Stevenson, op.cit., pp.91-92,

Ivid., p.74.

Claridge, op. cit.,, p.22.

Stevenson, op. cit., p. T4.

Ibid., p. 74.

Weinstock, op, cit., p. 68.

tjg\c(nﬂm&
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only three years. Stevenson regarded this shortening of
leases as unfertunate since it discouraged the farmer from
improving the land., He reported that the landlords
supported the practice by pointing to the steady fall in
the value of money which seon made the rent en a long lease
unrealistic. He found that Henry Bankes of Kingsten Lacy,
whose estate extended to about 10,000 acres, gave leases
of twenty-one years detewminable at the end of each seven
year period., Bankes said that this made it pessible te
get rid of the unsatisfactory tenant quickly, but that it
was his policy to keep the good tenant not merely until
the end of the lease but for life. Lora Digby gave leases
for eight years, but Lerdy Shaftesbury Bave no leases at
all, Shaftesbury's policy, however, was never to turn
the tenant out, so that they all had a sense of security.(12)
The rents at which the land was let are difficult
to compare, since Young in 1771 gave the rents for some
places whereaes Stevenson in 1815 gave those for others.
Stevenseon, however, commented that there had been a
censiderable rise in rents during the French war and
added that on the clay lands they had trebled in fifteen
to twenty years. (13) From the figureé of Young (14) and
Stevenson it is possible to suggest that the average rents
were as follows; -

1771, 1815, .
West Dorset, 12/- to 20/~ 30/~ per acre:
Chalklend, 8/6 to 11/~ 18/- to 24/~ per acre.
Heathland., 5/- 10/- to 12/- per acre.

Vale of -
Blackmore. (Lo/- to 20/-%) 30/~ to 60/- per acre.

¥ estimated from Stevenson's remark above.

The size of holdings varied tremendously. In West
borset and in the Vale of Blackmore they were usually quite
smell (15). Young gave an account of the farms belonging

to Lord Milton between Bridport and Axminster. The numbers
were as follows:

18 farms below 20 acres,

26 between 21 and 50 acres,

10 between 51 and 100 acres,
and 11 over 100 acres.(16)

12, Stevenson, op. cit., pp. 104-109.

15. Stevenson, op. cit., pp. 93-95.

14. Young, op. cit.,pp.245,248,273ff ,326ff,368ff, 366ff, 382,
15. Stevenson, op., cit., p.388,

16. Young, op. cit., p.382.
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Mershall, who visited West Dorset in c. 1796, recorded

that the farms were small but added that one man sometimes
had seversl of them. (L7) This engrowsing of farms will

be considered below. In other parts of the county it seems
that the farms were much larger. Claridge, (18) writing

in 1793, observed that one man sometimes occupied the whole
hamlet, parish or lordship, perhaps from 1,000 eor 1,800 to
2,000 acres. The vast farm of Nr. Hardy of 11,000 acres
around Kingston Russell has been noted already. Lord Milton
farmed 3000 acres (19} and Mr, Pleydel} Soz acres. Young
quoted instances of a 900 acre farm in the Crichel aréa,

s 1000Dacre farm in the Moreton asrea and an 1800 acre farm
nesr Milton Abbas. (20) The advertisements in "The Sherborne
Mercury" refer to more, of which the following may serve

as examples: Old Gunville Farm of 800 acres, Duddle Farm

at Puddletown of 394 acres, Hooke Farm of 876 acres,. (21)

The agricultural returns of 1796, covering eighty-six
parishes in the coastal ares, showed that:-

11 parishes were occupied by a single farmer,

33 n W n % two to five,

20 " 0 i # ® gix to ten,

14 W > W " # ® gleven to twenty,
6 @ 1] i # i

more than twenty farmers.
Netherbury, in West Dorset, had the largest number: this
perish of 6,274 acres had fifty-one farmers.(22) ., The
process of consolidating the small farms into one big one
seems to have been going on all over Dorset, William Barnes,
the Dorset poet, referred to it in one of his eclogues,
" RODETLesoeesseseaseesessss? IN thease there used to be

Bight farms avore they were a-drew'd together,

An' eight farm housen, Now how many be there?

Why after this, you know, there'll be but dree,'
¥ Thomes. ' An' now they don't imploy so many men

Upeon the land as work'd upon it then,

Vor all they midden crop it worse nor steck it.!'
The verses go on to poeint outl that the consolidation had

been to the advantage of the landlord since he had fewer

17. Marshall, op.cit., p.l4z2.

18, Claridge, op.cit., p.24.

19.Young, op. cit,, pp. 251, 283, 3639.

<0.Young, op. cit., pp369 &358,.

2l., The Sherberne Mercury, 15.1.1775, 19.3.1778, 7.5.1810.
22. Agricultural Returns (1796), Printed in D.P., pp 162-73.
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farmhouses to maintain. The displaced small fermers had

gone to swell the renks of the labourers. (23} The

Rev. Harry Place of Marnhull related that the number of

people in his parish was increasing but that the number

of houses was decreasing. This he said was due te the

practice ef letting large farms and allowing the surplus

farmhouses to decay., He considered this tec be harmful to

the cemmunity for three hundred acres let to three tenants

would be more preoductive than the same land let to one

man, (24) The Rector of Hawkchurch in 1808 related how

within his memory ten farmers had lived independently eon

the lands bhen occupied bg Mr, Barns of Wild Court. (25)
These contemporary accounts can be supplemented

by an examination of the rate lists given in the peeor

beoks. In most parishes there was a reduction in the

number oi ratepayers, which is good evidence of the

situation since usually only the occupiers of land were

rated. In many cases the reduction is not significant

but in seme it is most striking as at Winterborne Menkton

near Dorchester, In 1730 there weie eighteen payers, all

of approximately equal assessment; but by 1800 the number

had fellen te twe, of which one was the parsan; The steages

ih this process are set out below, (In brackets after the

number of the payers are added the individual assessments,)

17530. 18 payers, (3/-,1/-,1/-,%d,1/-,1/-,1/-,114,1/-,

1/-,1/6,1/-,64,1/-,1/-,44,8d,44d.)
1760. 11 peyers, (3/-,2/-*,3/-,94,1/-,1/3,2/4,2/2,
1/-,1/-,64d.)

1780. 8 payers, (3/-,6/-%,4/-,8d,2/4,114d,94,4d.)

1790. 5 payers, (3/-,9/3%,4/9,84,44d.)

1800, 2 payers, (3/-,15/-%)

The 3/- essessment is that of the parson and the assessment

merked * is that of William Taunton. (26) It is interesting

to note that the encloesure of Winterborne'Monkton took

place in 1808, (27) which suggests that it was enly the

remodelling of & parish already in the hands of one man,

23. Willigm Barnes, Collected Works,Vel.I,ppl60-62.

24. Hutchins, History and Antiquities of Jorset, 2nd Hd,,
. Vol II, p. 396,

25. Hutchins, ep. cit., Vol. 111, p. 332. ’

26. Poor Book of Winterborne Monkton.

27. BEndacott, Thesis, appendices.
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At Poxwell, near Weymouth, the process was well advanced
when the Poor Book starts. Thus in 1708 the rate list was!:

The Farm, €L 5 0.

Parsonage. 5> 0.

Bridle's living. 1 8.

Vvies' Tenement, 1 3.
Vieé' Tenement was absorbed into the farm iv..:iw in 1711,
end Bridle's living in 1751, From then onwards the only
assessments were the farm and the parsenage. (28) At
Newlsnds, a tithing in Weotton Glanville parish, Madame
Wellman had "the farm® and three livings in 1760. In
1770 Isaac Wellman Esq., had the farm and five livings,
and by 1784 the number of his livings had risen to seven.
In this latter year the other ratepayers were three men
with two livings each, and nine with one each. (29)
Twenty-five years later, in 1809, the list suggests that
the process of consolidation was almest complete,
James Dark had "the farm" and one living,

John Warren - six livings,

George Young - five livings,

William Warren - two livings,

Thos. Wellmen Esq. - one living. (30)

It seems that the squire had steadily accumulated the
livings in his own hands until he was able to let the land
in much larger holdings. In the Wytherstohe hamlet of
Powerstock all the livings were held by Henry Dunning

in 1824 while in the Nettlecombe hamlet, in the same year,
Alfred Roper had "the Farm® anua four livings, and Richard
Palmer had five livings. At Toller Porcorum a Mr. Whiitle "
occupied six properties. (31)

More evidence of this kind could be given, but the
implication is clear - that all over the county holdings
were being consolidated: a process which probably had far
wider social implications than had the better known

enclosure mcvement, Indeed the evidence of Winterborne

28, ©Poxwell Poor Book,

29. Wootton Glanville Poor Books, D.R.O., P7/0V.3.

30. Ditto P.T1/0V.5.

31l. Powerstock Poor Books, D.R.0., MC/4832. Toller Porcorum
Poor Book 1800-19, cf, also Eden, The State of the Poor

Vel. 2, p.150-1, on Darweston where forty farms had
been consolidated into two.
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Monkton suggests that in some cases enclosure was simply
the final step in consolidation. William Mathews,
secretary of 'The Bath and West of England Society!',
pointed out when addressing the society in 1796 that
whereas enclosure wes generally to the good of all classes,
tte consolidation of the land into vimmoderately large
farms" was the cause of the evils "so much complained

oft (32) Stevenson was of the same opinion. He thought
that if the holding occupied by a large farmer (which
might be a whole village - the result of the laying
together of five or six farms) were daivided into smaller
holdings it would support more people. On these large
farms, he arpgued, the farmer had to keep sheep to make
them pay, and because of the size could net engage in the
many sidelines which were characteristic of the mixed farm,
In particular he thought that mest of ihese large sheep
farms could support a large dairy of cows and so provide
for many more families. (33)

Enclosures in Dorset have been studied by G.B.
Endacott in his thesis "The Progress of Enclosures in
Dorset in the Bighteenth Century and part of the Nineteenth",
a work which gives a very thorough treatment of the acreages
involved, the districts most affected and the dates of the
enclosures., Most parts of Dorset were enclosed by 1760.
There had been much enclosure in the seventeenth‘century,
most of which is unrecorded, although some examples have
been uncovered by Endacott and others. (34) This early
enclosure affected the north and west of the county
especially and in these areas the only common land remaining
in 1760 was common pasture and waste, often land of slight
agricultural value. The area which had a considerable
number of later enclosures was the chalkland, and about
1812 Stevenson estimated that there were eighty parishes
in the region with some open land, often both arable and

pasture. (35) During the @ighteenth and Wineteenth centuries

32. Letters and Papers of the Bath and West of England
Society, Vol.Z, (1802 Edition) pp.283-295,& 299.

33, ©Stevenson, ep.cit., p. 90.

34, Endecett, ep.cit., ppb4 &71., Cf., also, Tawney,
The Agrarian Froblem in the 1l6th Century,p32; and
G.E,Fussell, Four Centuries of Farming Systems in Dorset
Pp.116-7; fer Iwerne Minster. Also C.D.Urew, The Division
of the Commons of West Parley and West Moors(D.P.T

p.109-116)

35. Stevenson, op. cit,, p.171.
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(up to 1874) 93,892 acres were enclosed by parliesmenteary
sanction, 27,820 acres by nen-parliamentary means, and

46,316 remained unenclosed in 1874; thus Endacett

summarises his findings.(36) There is reason to regard these
estimates as too high. In the first figure Endacott has

taken the whole area as given in the award, but this often
included old enclosures which were being redistributed.
Exemples of thss can be found at Chilfrome and at Bincombe. (37)
Again & distinction should be made between the enclosure

of agricultural land and the reclamation of waste lands.
Endacott, however, mekes no such distinction. In his list

of non-parliamentary enclesure (38 ) he includes 2,688

acres at Affpuddle, Yet a visit to Affpuddle will reveal |
thaet this acreage must have resulted chiefly from reclamation
of Winfrith Heath., The procésﬁ; of reclaiming marginal

land continued throughout the period: for Exemple, in 1771

Young mentioned thet Mr. Frampten of Mofeten, a neighbouring

parish to Afrpuddle, encouraged his tenants to cultivate
and enclose the waste., (39) Moreover, Endacott sometimes
confuses references to the engrossing of farms, such as
thatdHawkchurch cited abeve, with enclesure. Finally, in
the non-parliamentary enclosures where he has no figures

of what was actually enclosed, he assumes thal the who.e
parish was involved, This seems extremely\imprabable and
yet he has assumed this in the case of eight parishes, ru
amounting to 17,722 acres. &t Longburton, for instance,
the total acreage is given as 1,041 acres, The parish lies
on the southern edge of the Somerset Fringe, an area where -

almest all the parishes were completely enclesed before

~ 1760. In the Vale of Blackmore to the south, the parishes
were nearly all enclosed, except for pasture commons.
Holnest which adjeins Lengburten is also included by
Endacott among his non-parliamentary encleosures. This is
& parish of 2,062 acres, and the observations concerning
Lengburton apply here teoo. It would be reasonable to
assume that the enclosures in both these places would
probably be similar in scale to those well-documented

parliamentary enclosures in the area, such as Beer Hackett

36. Endacott, op.cit., p.1l71.
37. D.,R.0O., Enclosure Awards.
38, ILndacott, op.cit., p.70.

39. TYoung, op. cit., IIIp.278.
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where ene-seventh eof the parish was enclesed; or Caundle
Marsh where it was one~tenth, (40)

It seems then that BEndacott's calculatiocns of the
proportions of Derset subjected to enclosure in the eighteenth
century and the first three-quarters of the nineteenth
century are misleading., This is so because eficlosure of
agricultural land might well have harmful social results,
whereas enclosure from the waste would almest certainly be
beneficial. The poor might lese the ¥turf*® and furze that
could be cut for fuel, but they would gain immensely from the
additional work created both by the reclamaticn and by the
working of the reclaimed land, It is interesting to note
that Prof. J.D.Chambers mentions Dorset as a county where
the enclosure of the wastes stimulated the growth of
populaticn, (41) It is easy to criticise Endacott's
calculations but to suggest more accurate ones is difficult
without repeating his research., It could be suggested,
however, thet his figure of 93,892 acres of parliamentary ¢
enclosure, which certainly included some ¢ld enclosures
and some non-agricultural land, might be a reascnable
estimate of the i@tal enclosures of all cultiveted land and
good grassland which had previously been systematically
stocked. Even so it might still be teco high, for as he peints
out 70% of all parliamentary enclosure was of common pasture
or of waste. (42) This total of 93,892 acres would suggest
that l4.7%of the total acreage of the county was subjected
to enclosure between 1700 and 1874,

The years between 1760 and 1834 will now be examined
in order to discover when enclosure occurred. From Endacott's
lists the folleowing table has been compiled, showing the
numbers of enclosures at different dates in the peried,
1760-1789..csessesessell enclosures,
1790-99.cccvtveeeesss 10 enclosures,
1800-09..ceeeesennssee22 enclosures,
1810-19..0ce0sesesesssld enclosures,
1820-29.cceveessssesss 5 enclosures,

1830—390000000.0.0000; 7 enClesures.

4C. ZEndacott, op. cit., Pp.64-68, & appendices,

41, Chembers, BEcon. Hist. Rewvy ’,Vol.5 (2nd Series) No.3,p.32
42. Endacett’ Op. Cit" p.go. ? ) 3)9-3 3.
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This indicates clearly enough that the peried of maximum
enclesure was during the ¥rench wars, a time during which
agriculture was exceptionally prosperous. It shows that

after the war, when agriculture was depressed, the rate of
enclosures slowed significantly. This fact suggests that
enclosure was only werthwhile in & peried of unusual prosperity
and that the most prefitable lands had probably been enclesed
long before, (43).

Between 1760 and 1834 thirty-six parishes :alco or
hamlets which had arable fields were enclosed, Ofﬂthese,
thirty-four were either in the chalkland or in the Weymouth
Iriangle, or immediately adjoining those areas. In only
eight cases did the area involved in the enclesure exceed
half eof the parish, and often the acreage stated in the
award included old enclosures being redistrébuted or exchanged. (44)
0f the places which remained unenclosed after 1834,twelve of
the fourteen which peossessed open arable fields were in,
or partly‘in, either the chalkland or the Weymouth Triangle,
Of these only four involved mere than half the parish, The
common arable land of Derset in 1760 was not extensive, and
most of it was in the chalk areas or in the Weymouth ares,

a region of heavy clay. Neither of these areas can be considered
a good arable district and it was only in a period of great
prosperity that enclesure there was likely to be considered
profitable, |

The distribution of encleosures of common pasture
was as follows: (45) ‘

1760 - 1834.
Heathland.....ceces.0.71 enclosures.
Vale of Blackmore.....b6 enclosures.
Wiest Dorset..ceeess...2 enclosures,
Chalklend,...s.se00...1 enclosure,
After 1834,
Vale of Blackmore.,....20 enclosures.,
Heethland...eeeeeesse. 6 enclosures.,
West Dorset...cevsess. 4 enclosures.

ChalklanU.eeeseeceesss 2 €nclosures.

45. The figures are from Endacott}: op, cit., appendices
44, Ibid, ' P .
45. 1Ibid,
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Thus the only two areas where there were a significant
number of saclosures were the Vale of Blackmore and the
Heathland, In the latter atea the probability is that most
of the enclosure was of waste rather than of goed pasture
land, It was, moreover, in this ares that the population
was highest in relation to the value of the land (vide supra).,
Undoubtedly the bringing of mere land into prefitable use
would help to relieve the potential distress of the area,

In the Vale of Blackmore, the proportion of enclosures
carried out before 1834 was far lower and it seems likely
that ene of the reasons for the distress of this area in the
early nineteenth century wes that a far larger proportion

of the land remained in an unimproved and unprofitable state.
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Chapter Three

Farmers and Farming.

When Arthur Young visited Dorset in 1771, he was
not favourably impressed by the farming then practised in
the county and in the account of his Jjourney he criticised
it severely. He attacked first the preoccupation of the
farmers with sheep husbandry and the unecenomic way in
which i$ was managed. Secondly, Young commented on the
lack of good tillage in the county and particularly on the
limited crops of turnips. He considered that many of the
upland pastures, at that time only used for grazing sheep
and in very poor cenditign, could prefitably be broken up
and cropped. Thirdly, he condemned the commeon practice of
letting dairies with the right to keep pigs. It teok from
the farm one of the most prefitable lines and its yearly
tenure meant that the dairyman had no interest in the upkeep
of the holding, let alene its improvement, Fourthly, he
thought that the level ef rents was se low that the farmer
had no need to put the land to full use or to impreve it
in order to make a satisfactory profit, (1) These criticisms
‘will serve as a guide for the consideration of Dorset
agriculture during the second half of the eighteenth century
and the first third of the nineteenth,

In this period Dorset was primarily a sheep-rearing
area although in the west and the north of the county éattle
were fattened and dairy herds were kept. In thé centfal” -
and southern parts, where the farms were very large, sheep
predominated., As Stevenson pointed out, these farms could
only be worked profitably if sheep were grezed on them, (2)

One such ferm wgs that of Mr., Damer of Winterberhe Came who
devoted 660 acres to a flock of 1590 sheep. Young considered
that Demer's methods were more progressive than mest Dorset
farmers but thought his returns were low, for after calculating
all the outgoings he estimated thet Damer made & resl profit

of £129 per yezr.,Damer was a landowner and reckoned the rent

of the land he devoted to sheep at a very low figure, If

the land were ploughed and devoted to arable crops, it would

1. A.Young, op. cit.y III, pp.402 - 11.

2. ©Stevenson, op, cit., p.90.
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fetch & very much higher rent and Young thought it would
pay Damer to do this, (3) Other large farmers were Mr., Hardy
of Kingston Russell who kept 13,000 sheep on his farm of
11,000 acres and Mr., Pleydell of Milborne St. Andrew who
kept 1,340 sheep on his 902 acres. (4) These were the farms
of the gentry but Young seems to have regarded them as
typical, although perhaps more progressive than those of the
ordinary farmers.,

The management of sheep-farming was considered by
Young to be uneconomic. Lambing in the late Autumn was usual
so that the young animals would be ready for sale early..in
the next year. The ewes were kept for four and a half
years and then sent to market as ewes in lamb, flocks of
them often being driven to Weyhill fair. (5) Mr. Legg of
Mapperton told Stevenson that land worth 20/- per acre would
keep four sheep in summer and twe in winter without hay. He
kept a flock of 450 ewes which he calculated breught in a
gross return of £706., 15. O per year. Iach year he sold
150 ewes at 35/- each, 180 lambs at 23/- each and 25 poorer
lambs at 15/-. This suggests that the sheep were kept chiefly
on grassland and grazed in the open throughout the year. As
might be expected from this method the production of lambs
was low,(6) Yet Claridge, in 1793, reported that sheep-
farming in Dorset was progressive., (7) There is no doubt
that some progress had taken place by this time and twenty
years later Stevenson commented on the introduction of turnips
in the southern districts and on the improvement of the\breed
of sheep. (8)

Claridge considered that arable farming was the
most backwerd of all branches& of Dorset agriculture and he
attributed this to the importance attached to sheep. The
ploughing was usually done badly and the rotation of crops
was unscientific, (9) The succession of crops usual in
Dorset before the French wars was wheat, barley and oats,
followed by a grass ley for three years., (10) The three
ceréal crops exhausted the soil and necessitated the three

¥. Young, op.cit., pp. 333-338.
4, Young, op.cit., pp. 361 & 375.
5. Young, op.cit., III, p.331.

6. Stevenson,op.cit., p 406,

7. Claridge, op.cit,, p.l6.

8. Stevenson, op.cit,, p.lI3

9. Claridge, op.cit., p. 16.

10, Young, op.cit., III p. 366.
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years under grass to enable it to remover. The system
provided for no root crop such as turnip to clean the Jand

of weeds. In 1771 Mr. Drax of Charborough Park was growing
turnips and hoeing them but the ordinary farmers did not
folklow his example, Most of them enly grew turnips when

the land was foul but illegically neglected to hoe them, so
that the land was made yet mere foul. Lord Milton, another
landlord who was also & practising farmer and anxious to
improve his metheds, ordered his bailiff to have half his
turnip field hoed and to leave the other helf, The result
converted the bailiff, who previougly had been of the opinion
that hoeing was & waste of time. (11) The presperity of the
twenty years after 1790 led to a marked improvement in

arable husbandry, as Stevenson's report shows., In 1815
turnips were grown much more generally andthe old Dorset
cropping course had been replaced by a more scientific one
viz, Wheat, turnips, barley and then grasses, lMereover, the
new mechanical methods were being increasingly employed in the
county; the drilling of seed was used at Wimborne St, Giles,
Milton Abbas and Bemington end threshing-machines were in use
in twenty-twoe different parishes. (12)

Cattle-breeding and dairying were second in importance
to-sheep-farming according to Claridge who considered that the
Vale of Blackmore was a centre of this kind of farming. (13)
Marshall showed that Viest Dorset was another such centre. (1%)
Oxen were grazed through the summer and then driven to
Smithfield market where ithey were much sought after as
providing some of the finest meat in the kingdem. (15) Dairy- -
farming was as important as fatstock and all the centemporary |
authorities commented on the local custom of letting dairies.
On large farms the occupier retained in his own hands the
sheep, the fat cattle and the arable land; but he frequently
let the dairying side of the business to a dairyman, The
farmer agreed to provide a certain number of cows at so much
per head and to feed them, usually in fields specified in

the contract; he provided what fodder was required and

11, Young, op.cit.; III, pp. 274, and 369-72,

12, Stevenson, op.cit., p.73.

13. Claridge, op.cit., p.16.

14, Marshall, op.cit., p.l41,

15. Claridge, op.dit., p. 13; and Anon., Reminiscences
cif Sturminster Newton, p.l1ll, D.R.O,, M.R.44.
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undertook to maintain the herd at a specified number. The
dairymen wes entitlied to a house for himself and his family,
with dairy rooms attached, He could keep as many pigs and
poultry as wished and also a mare to carry the butter to
market. This was alse a source of prefit teo him since the
mare could be expected to preduce a foal worth £8 - £9. The
contract nermally ran from Cendlemas and could be terminated
at the end of a year by notice given before All Saints' Day.(16)
An example of such a contrect is one made with Angel James
in 1782 by James Wood of Poxwell. Wood agreed tc provide
twenty heifers end tc replace any that died. He was to
provide a bull to put with the heifers from May 3rd te July
25th, and if any of the heifers proved not to be in calf,
James was to have a replacement., Besides the house and farm-
buildings he was tc have the right teo keep pigs, poultry and
& mare with her foszl, UFor this, toegether with the necessary
pasture and fodder, James was to pay £75 in feur instalments. (17)
The price which the deiryman paid per cow varied according to
the gquality eof the land, and rose throughout the peried.
In 1771 in West Dorset the price varied from three pounds to
five pounds per head, In 1812 the average was around eleven
pounds per head, but by the 1830's the price wes dropping,
Mr. Tayler of Little Bredy, in his evidence to a Select
Committee on Agriculture in 1836, said that:whereas in 1833
cows had fetched nine pounds per head, the price had since
drepped to eight pounds ten shillings with the proviso that
if the butter price did not impreve there would be a rébate.(l8)
This custem of letting dairies was generally condemned by the
agricultural writers oi the times. Young remarked, “Was
ever such a ridiculous system known?" (19) Stegenson thought
that the practice indicated thst the farms were toe large. (20)
Marshell said that it was injurious to the estate as a
succession of short-term tenants would have no interest in
keeping up the builaings and fences,., (21)

In the Vale of Blackmore and in West Dorset many small

fermers manasged their own dairies {(<2) and produced butter

1L6. Marshall, ep. cit., p. 150.

17. Dairying Agreement, D.R.0O., D69/T5.

18. Young, op. cit,, III, PP.248 and 38z, Stevenson,
X op. cit., p.38l, Fussell, op. cit., p. 133.

19, Young, op. cit., III, p. 248,

20. ©Stevenson, op, cit., p. 389.

2l. Marshall, op. cit., p. 150.

22. Stevensen, op. cit., p. 368,
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and cheese foxr the market, as did the dairymen. The best
butter from the Vale of Blackmore was salted, packed in
tubs and sent by waggon to Poole where it was shipped to
Portsmouth and Iondon. (23) No doubt butter from the
western parts of the county was shipped from Bridport. In
the towns it feitched from eightpenge'to tenpence per pound,
although this price was not of prime importance to the
producers for they soldito factors on six molths' contracts
at a fixed price. In 1799 "Crito", writing to "The Times™",
described how the factors were holding up the supplies of
butter to cause the price to rise and to increase their own
profit. (24) Cheese-making was declining during the period
since there was a greater demand for butter. In the western
parts "Bridgwater cheese" was made before the Frenéh'wars,
and Msrshall, who in 1796 found some still being made,
considered it to be of good quality. (25) In the north of
the county cheese was made from skimmed milk but was of
inferior quality. In 1815 it sold at between 25/- and 30/-
per hundredweight. (26) In 1802 this cheese was considered
to be worth 5/- or 6/- less per hundredweight than the full-
ecream cheese of Somerset but this slight loss was more than
compensated for by the sale of butter made from cream. (27)
Arthur Young's final criticism was that the rents
were too low, and he thought that this was responsible for
the small efforts made to improve the land and the methods
of agriculture. It is true that he mentioned a number of
large landowners who were actively farming a part of thelr
estates in order to show to their tenants something of the
more scientific agriculture. It seems, however, that the -good
example thus set had little following among the farmers of
lesser size and status. This reluctance to change was also
seen in the small number of enclosures which took place in
the thirty years before 1790. In 1771 the average rent in
Dorset was estimated at 10/9 per acre and varied between

5/~ for the barren heathland of south-east Dorset and 20/-

2%, PFussell, op.cit., p.126; and Anon., Reminiscences of
Sturminster Newion, pp. 10-1l.

24, The Times. 11.10.1799.

25, Marshall, op,cit., p. 148.

26, Stevenson, op.cit., pe. 381,

57, Mr. Davis of Longleat in Letters and Papers of the Bsth
and West OFf BEngland Society, Vol. I, 1802 Ed., p. 204,

29




for some of the better parts of the west of the county,
although in a few exceptional cases enclosed and improved
ferms fetched a higher price. By 1815 the rents had doubled
end in some cases trebled, the range being between 10/- and
60/- per acre. (28) This was due in part to the inflationary
tregnd of the war-time period, in part to real prosperity and
in part to improvement of the land. The rent, for'examplem
of land in the Vale oi Blackmore which had been dressed with
chalk was in 1815 three times what it had been in 1790. (29)
The ¥rench wag brought & period of high rents end
profits, of rapid changes in agricultural creps and metheds,
and of accelerated enclosures. A start was made on the
enclosing of the grassland commons of the Vale of Blackmore
and West Dorset. Claridge in 1793 had described them as over-
grewnawith furze and covered with anthills and thought that,
although in their present state they were net worth more than
seven or eight shillings an acre, they would be worth more
than double when they had been encleosed end limed. He
mentioned that the right te use these commons rarely belonged
to the inhabitants in general but to the occupiers of certain
heldings. (30) 4&n example oif the working of these ¥stinted"
commons is given in the poorbook of Caundle Marsh, a small
parish in the Vale of Blackmore. (31) In 1816 the common
right holdess agreed how the commen should be stocked for
the next yesr, viz.- |

Young Cattle, Horses, cheep.,

R.Breke, (5/7%) . 11. 5. 56,
J.Gollop, (4/9%) . 9. 4, 47.
H.Lene, (4/2%). 8. 4, 42,
E.Nettleton, (4/7). 9. 4. 45.
E.Coombes, (3/4). 6. 3. 33.
W.Cook, (2/2%). 5. 2. 25,
G.Pope, (2 ). 4. 2. 23.
J.Jefiery, (2/1%). 4. 2. 22.
W.Trowbridge, (104d). 1. - 8.
C.Persons, (9d) . 1. - 7.
J.Trowbridge, (134). - - 1.

28, Young, op.cit., III, p. 275~326; and Stevenson,
op.cit., pp.93-95,

29. wstevenson, op.cit., p.95..

30, Claridge, op.cit., p.43.

51. Caundle Marsh Poor Book (back fly-leafj,
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The figures in brackets zare the assessments for the poor
rate. Thus it can be seen that eight of the eleven commoners
were fairly substantisl fermers esnd &nly one could be
regerded as a cottager. ‘

The was led tc new crops becoming important, including
hemp end flsx, which héd been grown in dest lLorset before
Young's visit in 1771, (32) The was, however, made it very
difficult for the rope and net industries of the Bridport
district to obtain raw materials from the Baltic countries,
and the local growers prospered. Marshall remsrked, "What
merks the environments oI Bridport most evidently, is the
culture of hemp and flax to supply the consumption of a
manufactary of sail cleth: and cerdage? (33) It appears
from the 1796 agriculturel returns that 548 acres in the
coastal area were devoted to these two creps in that year.(34)
There seems alsc to have been some hemp and flax grown in
the Sherborne area (35) and some flax was grown in the
north-west of the county, along the Somerset border.(36)

The flax,end possibly the hemp too, was grown not by the
farmer but by the¥Jobber® who paid the farmer £4-£5 per acre
for the gand. The farmer did the ploughing and paid the rates
but the rest of the cultivation and the harvesting was the
responsibility of the Jjobber, As both crops were pulled

by hand they provided the women with seasonsl work in the
districts where they were grown. (37)

Potatoes were another crop which increased in
importance during the French wars. Befeore the war, sdme
had been grown in Dorset bul they had never been a pépular
crop. In 1771 & few improving landlord-farmers, such as
Mr.Sturt of Kingston Lacy and Mr. Maude of Tincleton Clift, (38)
were experimenting with potatoes but they do not appear to
have become pepular at this peried Hor in the acreage returns
of 1796, covering &6 parishes, only 82% acres were reported. (39)
and Stevenson thought that there had been ani improvement

in the condition of the labourers on this account.(40)

32, Young, op.cit., III, p.380.

533. Mershall, op.cit., p.145.

54. Agricultural Returns from D.P.77, pp.162-173.

35. J.Pahl in D.P. 82, p.1l47.

36. Stevenson, op.cit., p.295,

37. Cooke, op.cit., pp. 45-46

38. Young, op.cit., IV, p.1ll17; ci.Stevenson, op.cit., p.267.
59. Acreage Returns, from D.P.77, pp.162-1T73.

40. GStevensen, op.cit., p.452.
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The bed times of 1799 - 1801 seem to have been respensible
for the increase in the use of the potate and it was at this
period that it began to feature censiderably in the peor-
boeks. (41) It would probably net be an exaggeration te
claim that the potato was established in Dorset as an
expedient to feed the poor and in Stevenson's time it wawm
grown mostly by the labourers to support themselves and 1o
feed their pigs.

At this peint it is proposed te turn te a consideration
of the farmers themselves., In 1771 Young found that they
complained of their p@#erty and this, he considered, was
due to their bad husbandry rather than teo their high rents. (42)
There is little evidence on which to base an accurate
assessment of the prosperity of the farmer before the French
wars. The impression gained from Young in 1771 and Claridge
in 1793 is that although the farmers were not prosperous,
lergely through their own mismanagement, al least there was
no greet hardship. They were content with a simple life, not
much above that of their labourers, and they could meintain
this without undue labour and certeinly without changing their
cld-fashioned methods, It was indeed a time when the
industricus labourer could meke his way into the farmers!
ranks. Young cites the case of BWilliam White, one of
Mr. Frempton's tenants at Moretoen, Vhite begen as a day
labourer and by thrift saved £200. Then he took two acres
on lease and seon after two more, Later on he received two
small legacies which together with his own savings helbed
him to increase his helding.When Young visited Meretoﬁ,'he
had 87 acres ilom life leases and another 266 acres of near
heathland st an anrusl rent of £50. He was reputed to be
worth £1,150. (43)

The French wars brought sudden prosperity to the
lend as .o the prices of corn and other products rose rapidly.
Increases in rents followed more slowly as much of the land
was let on lifeheld eor long leases., While the farmers put
some of this new wealth into improving their land, much of
it went into apeing the gentry. ®Their entertainments are

as expensive as they are elegant......; for it is not an

41. For detail of this, vide infra. Chapter XVI
42. Young, op.cit., III p.280.
43, 1Ibid., p. 306.
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uncemmon thing for these newly created farmers to spend

£10 er £12 at one entertainment, and to wash off delicate foed
they must have the most expensive wines, and those the best
of their kind....4As to dress, no one that is not personally
acquainted with the epulent farmer's daughter can distinguish
her from the daughter of a duke by her dress. © (44) This

is probably exaggerated and does not specifically refer to
Dorset bmt no doubt there were comparable cases in this
county. It is quite clear that the Dorset farmer was
becoming more money and prefit-conscious, and that he no
longer felt with the labouring class in their hardships.

In the difficult times of 1799 - 1800, some of the farmers
seem to have held back their corn to keep the price up and
those who were willing to sell corn even to their own
labourers at a price below that in the open market were
deemed worthy of mention in the leocal papers, 4n account
in"the “Snerbo.wne Mercury® stated: ®If half the reperts

in circulation respecting the conduct oi the farmers

during the late artificial scarcity are founded in truthy

we cen no longer boast thithe yeemanry of this kingdom

are the most respectable body of men it contains. Ve
expect better things of them., At least it is evident to

us, that the mancewres of the growers of corn have not been

the only csuse of the evils we lement®, (45) Moreover, the
farmer had discovered that the bad season could Qe as
profitable as the good one. The wartime period saw a
number of bad harvests and sometimes they occurred in

successive years, as for example in 1799 and 1800, and - -

again 1808 - 1811. (46) 1In these years the farmer grew and
harvested less wheat but, protected by the corn laws and the
wartime disruption of itrade, he was more than compensated

by the extremely high prices which he received, The landlord
benefited more slowly but in the end he was able to put

his rents up. The labourer, however, bore the herdship

44, Geayer, Rostow and Schwartz, British BEconemy , Vel, I,
pe 37, Cf. also Cobbett, Political Register,17. 3. 1821.
45, Sherborne Mercury, 4. 8. 1800,
46, T.S.Ashton, Economic Fluctuations in England, 1700 to
1800, p.25;, and Gayer Restow and Schwartz, op.cit,,
Vel., I, pp.83-85,
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while his master prespered for his weges did net rise as
repidly as did the cost of living. If the harvest was good
and the price fell, it never fell too far;, for the centinental
system made import difficult. 1f, however, the farmer was
hit by falling prices, or if in time of shortage he wished
to hold back his supplies until the price was higher, the
vanks ceme to his aid., The first Dorset bank had been founded
at Sherborne in 1750, apparently as an adjunct te a grocery
business. (47) It was not until 1786 that the next one
was established, but between that date and 1815 no less than
eighteen banks in various parts of the county made their
sppearance. (48) From the end of 1808 onwards the banks
throughout the country made money available to borrowers teo
a far greater extent then their reserves Justified. 1In
this lending spreé meny hew county banks appeared, issuing
an sbundance of their bank notes. (48) Although this
observation applies to the country in general it was
undoubtedly true of Derset; for nine banks were established
in the four years after 1808. [(i., (50)

After the end of the war the situation soon changed.
The farmers had gained by the slowness in the rise in rents
in the first part of the war, but noew their leases committed
them to high rents for several years ahead, Both landlord
and farmer, mereyver, hadé become used to higher incomes and
more lavish living, and both were reluctant to acéept the
lower levels which the changed circumstances indicated. The
declineof an agricultural presberity had started in 1813
with the ending of the continentsal system and the sbundent
harvest of that year., (50) The wheat prices fell from 152/-
vefore the harvest to 75/- by the end of the year. The years
from 1813 - 1823 were mostly years of fair or good harvests
and when they were not,there were usually sufficient stocks
in hand to keep the price dewn. Only in 1816 and 18L7 was

there anything approaching a shortage of wheat and in the

47, M.B., Weinstock, More Studies in Dorset History,pp.85-6
48, H.Symends, West €ountry Banks, D.P.48 p. 19,

49, Gayer etc,, op.cit., Vel., I, p. 105.

50. Symonds, op.cit., p.l9,

51, Gayer,Restew and Bchwartz, op., cit., Vel I, p.11l0.
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latter year the price rose to nearly 100/-. (52) Fussell
describes how in the hard timew ofter 18l5 Dorset farmers
were hit by these adverse conditions. In one district of
the county alone, fifty-two farmers occupying 24,000 acres
failed between 1815 end 1820. (53) ™Ihe Times™, in 1822,
reperted on farm sales in the west of England including
Dorset, It stated that sales under execution remained
numerous and that at such a sale recently held near Stalbridge
purchasers could not be found. A cow of superior gquality
put up for sale at £5 did net attract a bidder. Finally
after offering sheep at an equally low price, the auctioneer
abandoned the sale. (54)

After 1823 agricultural progperity revived to some
extent, The harvests w8re less abundant so that the price
of wheat remained satisfactery. (55) 1In Dorset, however,
arable farming was not the basis of the econemy as in seme
counties. Wet weather may have benefited the srable farmer
by keeping grain prices up, but it harmed the sheep farmer
by killing his sheep. Thus "The Dorset County Chronicle®
reported in 1829 that 100,000 sheep had been lest in the
west of England in thet season and that one farmer near
Marnhull had lost every cow and sheep on his farm. (56)

The dairying industry was harmed by other factors too.

Imperts of Dutch butter were stealing the market and a
shortage oi legel tender, apparently caused\by the ending

of the war-time paper money in 1629, seemed to make it
difficult fer the butter fegtorses te pay the fermers. (57)
Agriculture was depressed after the war but the wer-time rents
and taxes continued for some years. (58) Unless the fafﬁer )
met these demends and these of his creditors he could not
survive. The oene outgoing which he could reduce was that

on labour and therefore wages fell and unemployment grew,

52, Gayer, Rostew and Schwartz, op.cit., Vol.I p.110.

53. Fussell, op.,cit., p.130..

54.The Times, 9. 10. 1822,

55. Geyer, Rostow and Gchwertz, op.cit., Vel.I,p.173.

26. Lerset County Chronicle, 11, 6. 1829,

57T. & letter from A,Lillington of Warwick describes these
difficulties which faced a Dorset friend who had
written to him asking if he could find a market for
butter in Birminghem., Home Office Papers- HO/44/z2,

58, Prgther@, Pioneers ana Progress of British Farming,
.91,
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Chagter Ieur,

Industry in Town and Couniry.

Miss Barbars Kerr in an excellent article on the
Dorset sgricultural labourer (1) held that Dorset was not
mach affected by industry before 1850. If by this is
understood large scale mechanised urben enterprise, her
statement is no doubt true. If, however, the production
of manufactured articles is méant, the statement is by ne
means Jjustified. There was a great deal of indusiry in
Dorset before 1850, both in the tewns and in the countryside.
It would probably be true te say that more Derset people in
the early nineteenth century than in the early twentieth
century derived at least & part of their livelihood frem
industry. In most areas of the county some sort of industry
was carried on in the cottages of the poor, the profits ef
which provided an essentiazl supplement to the meagre
agricultural wages of the time. It is in this, perhaps,
that the real significance of early Dorset industry lies.

In West Derset a group of textile industries thrived,
In and around Bridport, according to Stevenson, hemp amd
flax were grown and every year 1,500 tons of the prepared
fibres were manufactured as lines, twines, émallacordage,
sails and fishing nets ef all kinds., These products were
largely exported to Newioundland, the West Indies and other
parts of North America. The British fisheries also beught
a considerable amount, (2) In Bridpert, the centre of the
industry, some 1,800 persons were employed and about 7,000
more within seven or eight miles of the town. About 2,000
of them were empleyed al Beaminster where sail cloth was
woven (3) and others at Burton Bradstock, Broadwinsor,

Netherbury and Stoke Abbett ameong other pkaces. (4)

l. B.Kerr, The Dorset Agricultural Lebourer 1750-1850
D.P., 84, p.158. ’

2. Stevenson, ep.cit., p.27.

3. Clariuge, op.cit., pp.37-38.

4, H:S:L.Dewar, The Windmills, Watermills and Horsemills
gg_ggggg?, D.P., pp.ll8-9; and M.R.Dacombe, Dorset Up
Along and Down Along, p.50. -
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A great deal ef the work was done in the homes of the workers.
At Portesham, for example, nets were made in the cottages.
The employers agents, who brought the cord and collected the
finished nets, did not pay in cash but toek orders for
household goeds to be brought en their next visit, (5) In
other places payment wes made in cash ana Claridge found
that women could earn eightpence per day. (6) This industry
flourished greatly in the French wars but suffered somewhat
after 1815 when the Beltic was open to British trade again.(T7)
Nevertheless, in 1832, when D.0.F.Okeden made his report to
the Poor Law Commissioners, he described the industry as a
thriving one in which women were able to earn 4/- per week
and children from 1/6d to 1/9d & week. (8)

There were similar though rather smaller industries
in the north of Dorset around Gillingham and especially in
the village of Bourten., Flax which was lecally grown and
some which was imported through Poole was used, As much of
this imperted flax came from the Low Countries the tréde
was badly hit at the beginning ef the French wars, Yet it
recovered and in 1800 Daniel liaggs installed flax-spinning
machinery pewered by water, Others in the neighbourhood
fellowed his example and in the next village of Silton,
weaving machinery was installed too. Most of the weaving,
however, was done by hand and in the late eighteenth century
there were 300 or 500 handlooms working in the co%tages of
the surrounding villages. (9) The industry in this district
survived to the late nineteenth century when it failed in
Tace of competition from the north of England, There were
also small sail-cleth manufactories at Poole and at Kingston
in Purbeck.(10) At Sturminster Newton, in the nerth of the
county, there was a small manufactory which specizlised in
the weaving of a coarse woollen cloth or flannel called
"Bwan-skin®, 4bout 1,200 people were employed in it and

some 5,000 pieces were mcde every year., It was used in the

Dacombe, op.cit., p.50,.

Claridge, op.cit., p.38.

B.Kerr, op.cit., p.l6l,

Poor Law Report 1834, Appendix 4, p., 12.
F.C.Warren, Dorset 1naustr1es,b D.22, pp.75 18.
Claridge, op.cit., p.38.

Eovo—~ow
* * * L ]
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making of soldiérs'wuniforms and special clothes for the
Newfoundland fishermen. (11) Similar cloth was woven
at Marnhull nearby and in this case the factory had been
established by a Huguenot refugee named A'Court. (12)

Silk-throwing, or spinning, was a well-established
industry #n Sherborne, Gillingham and Stalbridge and some
silk work was done at Cerne Abbas, Wimborne, Blandford,
Dorchester and Bradford Abbas where it was encouraged by
the parishes to provide émployment for the poor. (13)

The principal centre was undoubtedly at Sherborne where

the industry started about 1740 and by 1772 it was operating
on quite a large scale. The history of one of the main
Pirms, that of William Willmott and George Ward, has been
well recounted. It had two centres, one at Sherborne and
the other at Bruton in Somerset. At Sherborne, Willmott
managed the works and looked after the branches in nearby
places, such as Cerne Abbas, The silk was supplied by
London concerns and thrown by machinery at Sherborne,
although some of the preparatory work was taken home by the
workers or sent out to workhouses such as the one at |
Dorchester. (14) The Gillingham silk industry was
smaller, employing about 160 persons in the factory itself,
These ineluded many apprentices who had been imported from
Iondon workhouses and who slept in a dormitory at the top

- of the facfory. The winding of the silk threads on the
bobbhins in preparation for the actusl twisting'was done in
thevhomes of the workers. (15)

The letter-books and accounts of William Willmott,
on which Miss Weinstock based her account of this firm, show
some of the problems which the small, eighteenth-century
manufacturer faced. Willmott was handling 15,000 to 19,000
1bs of silk a year but his supply was irregular and he was

11. Claridge, op.cit., p.39; and Anon., Reminiscences of
Sturminster Newton, p.l9.

12. M.Dacombe, op.cit., p.49. . )
13, Warren, op.cit., pp. 42-44; H.C.Mayo, Gillingham Silk
Industry, S.D.14, pp. 289-292; and M.B.Weinstock,

gtudies in Dorset History, p.93. Cf. also the vestry
minmates of Blandford and Wimborne.

14. M.B.Weinstoek, op.cit., pp. 83-102,

150 Mayo, OPQCi-te, S.Dol4, ppo 289-292.
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constantly under the necessity of laying eff some of his
workers, Thus, iananuary 1773, he wrote to his suppliers
vegging for contract work; explaining that he had laid off

many of his hands "which are either starving or are become
burdenseme to the tewn.....[and] it is enough to move a

heart of a stone to hear their cemplaints.® (16) Seme while
later, he had so much work that he was refusing erders and
working his mills ™overhours to meke seven days in the week?® (17)
As Willmott's mills were turned by water he was much affected
by the weather. In 1774 he was held up by fleeds, and in

1782 by & severe dreought. On this occasion he appreached

Lerd Digby, asking him to let him have more water by lowering
the level of his artificial poend by oene-eighth ef an inch

every Thursday, "just to gain enough head to serve me of

my people.® Lord Di%by refused this request because "her
ladyship wishes to see their pond elways full.® A month

later, the drought continuingy Willmott was bribing the man

who had charge of the water, %so that this week I hope to —
go on pretty briskly.® (18) A small business in a small
tewn draws on a fairly small supply of labeour, so that when
a rivael firm was established in 1776, Willmett was hard hit,
When a little later the rival firm began te impert children
from workhousés and hospitals in Lendon, Wi&lm@t@ was gleeful
for, he wrote, this "™has amazing incensed the neighbourhood
egainst them,® (19) \

The industries considered so far have been town-
based although they provided work to be done in the homés
of the cottagers in the neighbouring villages. There were
also several indusiries which seem to have used part-time
demestic labour entirely. Such was the ribbon-making craft
around Cranborne; butten-meking,carried eut throughout
notth-east Dorset and especially around Blandferd and

Shaftesbury; glove-making &n centrsl and north Dorset; and

16. M.B. Weinstock, op.cit,, pp. 87-89,

17. 1Ibid., pp.90

18, 1Ibid., pp9l-92,

19. 1Ibid., pp.94-95,
Cf. ¥F.Warner, The Silk Industry on this section
generslly, esp. p. 334.
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stocking-meking sround Wimborne, Corfe Castle and Stalbridge.(20)
The meking ef clcth buttons had been intreduced into Dorset

in the early eighteenth century by Abraham Case of Shaftesbury.
At firs& a small horn disk was used as & base 1o be woven

over by hand. Later a wire ring was used. The craft spread
widely and centres Soon appeared at Bere Hegis, at Blandford
where,in 1793‘according to Claridge 3,000 persons were employed
in the ﬁrade, and elsewhere., (21) 1In the late eighteenth
century Lady Carcline Damer of Milton Abbas established e
schoel in the village where the children were taught reading,
spinning and button-making. (22) The wire rings were made

by the beys and girls ibwisting wire around & spindle and

then dipping the end in selder, The wemen and older girls

then stretched threads scross tne ring and wove inte them, (23)

The Case firm of Shaftesbury established depots widely ever

the eastern part of the county to which on certain specified
days an; agent went to purchase the buttons breught in from

the nearby villages. When the trade was prosperous the Casesf
turnever was about £10,000 a year. (24) By 1834, however, -

this craft was going into decline, and James Frmmpton of

Mereton in his return to the Poor Law Commissieners reported
that butten-meking was growing less profitable. (25) The
decline continued and by sbeout 1850 the tragde had almeost
ceased. (26) E
Glove-making was alsc a home industiry and was widely
practised in the county., At Kinson and Cheselboume, knitted
gloves were made and at Cheselbeosne, Bradferd Abbas, Cerne
Abbas, Rampishem, Marnhull, Sturminster Newten and Sherborne
leather gloves were sown., (21) Steckings were knitted in the
cottages arocund Stalbridge, Wimberne and Peole and at Wimborne
over a thousand women and children were employed in this work
in 1793. They were paid between 1/- and 1/6d4 per pair. (28)

20. Warren, op.cit., pp. 42-44; Claridge, op.cit., pp. 37-40;
and M.Dacombe, op.cit., pp. 51-53.

21, Claridge, op.cit., p.39.

22. For this paragraph generally x-+« cf, J.E Acleand, UJorset

23. M.Dacombe, op.cit., p.52,

240 ACl&l’lQ, Gp.Cit., p. 73.

25. Poor Law Report 1834, Appendix B2,3.9. Cf also P,12 of
the report,

26, A.Jackson, Dorset Buttons, S.D.27 p.l40.

27. M.Dacombe, op.cit., p.52.

28, Ibid, p.51, Coeke, op.cit., p.128, Claridge, op.cit.,p.40.
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Several smelli engineering works existed in the
lete eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 0f these, the
most impertant was at Bourton Where Doniel Maggs, the linen
menufecturer, wes meking small, edged tools in the late
eighteenth century, and in the early nineteenth century
he estzblished a small blast furnace and foundry which
employed at its peak some 200 men, It is clesimed that the
first threshing-machine developed in the west of England
was made by Maggs' works at Bourton. (29) Therewere other
foundries at Dorchester, lMarnhull and Hamwerthy near Pocle.(30)
Another small industrial concern was that of paper-making at
Witchempton near Wimborne which haa been established in
1775.(31) |

The extractive industries were represented by
clay-mining and quarrying. In the late eighteenth century
there were about 800 men and boys gquarrying stone en
Portland and sbout 150 smell ghips of 30 to 150 tons engaged
in carrying it away. 4bout $,000 tongm year were quarried .
andthe men received 1l/- per ton. (32) In the Isle of
Purbeck, the quarrying was chiefly in the parishes of Cerfe
Castle, Langton Matravers, Worth Matravers and Swanage.
The‘men could earn up te 20/- per week and in 1793 about
400 were employed., Betweem 1764 anc 1771, Hutchins estimated
that about 14,000 tons a year were gquarried and during 1801~
1806, 38;000 te 39,000 tons a year were sold(33) Potters®
clay weas exploited around Wareham, Corfe ﬁastle ana Poole,
where upwerds of a hundred men were empleyed, digging the

cley at 3/6d per day.(34) Some 16,000 to 20,000 tons of

good cley were shipped amually to Liverpeol for the Stafferdshire

potteries, some 3,000 or 4,000 tons were sent to Bristel
and London to be made into brown stoneware while some wes

usea lecally at Hemworthy, Verwood and Horton, (35)

29. Warren, op.cit., p.78. li.Dacombe, op.cit., .48,
30. M.Dacombe, op.cit., p.48.

31, 1Ibid., p.53.

32. ©BStevenson, op.cit., pp.54-55.

33. Ibid., pp.55-59,

34. Ibid., .60,

3% M.Dacombe, op.cit., p.48,

42




This locsl pottery was regaruea as & semewhet precarious
industry in the 1834 Poor Law Regort. (36

LUorset ig & meritime county and the sea has alweys
provided a livelihood for many of her inhabitants. The
county had four main ports: Foole, Weymouth, Bridpoert and
Lyme Regis. By the mid-eighteenth centuryi however, Lyme
Regis had ceased to be of any importance emcept as a centre
of locel fishing. (37) When in the 1790's the ports had to
find men for the navy, kyme's quote was 23, whereas Poole's

wes 279. (38) Bridport alsc had fallen into decay by the

early eighteenth century byt in 1751 a new harbour wes
constructed and this led to a revival of the port, It
became important for the expprt of its own local cordage
and nets, and also as & ship-building centre. (39) The
building of ships begen at Bridport about 1779 and ?eached
a peak in the ¥rench wars. The industry'could not éBmpete,

however, when the iron~built ship replawed the wooden ones

and it soon ceased., (40} Veymouth was declining as & port
although to a lesser estent than Lyme Regis. The highest

number of ships which sailed from Weymouth te Newfoundland
in the late Eighteenth century was eight (in 1773) whereas
Poole in the same period, was sending between 60 and 70 a

year, Weymouth's quota for men for the navy in the 1750's
was 139 compared with Poele's 279. (41) On the other hand

Weymouth was discovering another wey of expleiting the seas:.

oy the mid-eighteenth century the town was becoming knewn
as a sea-bathing reseort and in 1783 its pepularity was .such

that «-- a tax ef 2/64 per yeer could be put on each bathing~‘

machine, (42) ©Poole was by far the most impertant port and
in 1793 Claridge described it as "by much the greatest port
in the county, and where at least 200 sail are said to belong:

and an extensive trade is carried en to Newfoundland, which

imports above 2,000 tons of seal oil annually ovesides 1,000
tons of train o0il."(43)

36, Pooer Law Report 1834, p. 18,

37. G.Roberts, Social History of the Southern Counties pp.540-546.
38, V.C.H.Dorset Vol., 2, p.224.

39. 1bid., p.225.

40. H.Symonds, Bridpert Harbour, D.P.33, pp.l6lif.

41, V.,C.H.Dorset Vel.2, pp.2c2-224.

42, V.C.H.Dorset Vol.2, pp255.

43, Claridge, op.cit., p.44.
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The Newfoundland trade was engasged in supplying the deep-sea
fishing besses and in bringing back yhe ced caught off the
Newfoundlzsnd banks as well as the oils mentioned above, (44)
Besides this, as has already been noted, the port was used
fowthe export of butter and calves to Pertsmouth end Lendon.

The main local fishing was catching mackerel between
Weymouth and Lyme Regis, (45) while at Swenage there was a
herring fishery where a large number of the fish were smoked
and dried, (46)

It can be seen then that the industry oi Derset was
not inconsiderable and it may be suggested that its significance
lay not in the full-time work which has Jjust been described
but in the piece-work done at home, which enabled so many
femilies to supplement their incomes. The epportunity of
earning a few extra shillings a week was aveilable in all
parts of the county and played anc important part in\fhe
budgets of meny poer families., The rope, net and sail-making
industry of the western parts of the county and the silk
industry o the notth both had their central menufactories
but a great deal of the work was done in the cottages of
the workers. BSome men, no aoubt, supperied themselves wholly
in industry but much of the work seems to have been done by
women and children., Th§ button, glove ena stocking industries
of the north znd east of the county were, it appears,
entirely cottage induatries in which the work wes done by the
women end children. Only the extractive industries ef‘the
south-east, the smell engineering inaustry and the méritime
inaustries were fully specislised in thet they relied con
full-time mele lzbour, {f these, enly the stone and clay
industries seem to have been of majer importance snd then
only in limited eareas., The engineering faclories were too
smzll to motter outside their particuler locations, as far
as the lebouring population was concerned, The maritime

industry wes necessarily confined to the ports end especielly

44, H.Dacombe, op.,cit., p.45.
45. Ibid., p.45; @na Stevenson, op.cit., p.T7.
46, Cocke, op.cit., pp.110-111.,
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to Poole; moreover most of those involved were non-resident
much of the time. Nevertheless it would be wrong to consider
it of no importesnce to the life cf the labouring populetion
ol borset; for it previded a steady outlet for apprentices,
besides bringing wezlth intc the county.

| After the French warsy these smell] industries
entered inte a pericd of fierce competition and in many
cases found that the, could net compete with the mcre
efficient concerns of the nerth of England, It seems to
heve been only the rope, net ena szil industry oi the Bridpert
sres and the extractive industries oi south-east Dorset
which were able to survive the imnediate post-war depression,
The extractive industries were preducing commedities for
which there wes usually a ready market eand no substitute

mcre conveniently placed, The Bridpert industries were

favouraebly situated to find a market in the south coast ports

ana seem to have progpered as long as the sailing ship

survived, ZElsewhere the industries declined; Fhe lack of
goed transpert and easily accemsible power made them
unccempetitive, 4As they were employing increasingly less
laboutr and peying less for the work done in the bottages
this was probably an important facter in the poverty of
north: and east Dorset.
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Chapter Five,

The Labeurers.

Some of those who have studied the village labourer
between 1760 and 1834, such as J.lL., and B, Hammond on a
national scale and Miss M.R.Dacombe on a county scale (1),
have held that these years saw the transformaticn of the
independent, prosperous peasant into the cewed and poverty-
strickenn labourer. ZEnclesure was said to have been the
cause. Thus Miss Dacombe remerked, “On the whole, enclosures
bere hardly on the cettagers whe had found it pessible to
eke out a living by farming a few acres, cutting furze for
fuel and putting out a cow or pig and a few geese toc graze
there., Their rights were so limited that when enclesure

came, the poertien of the land which was their due was neot

big enough to be of any use and they agreed to be bhought
cut by some more important neighbour. They did not knew
anything of the new farmiﬁg science and they were unwilling
and unable through lack of capital to make any changes, so
they soon lost their few arable acres and had to accept
employment on seme bigger rarm at a weekly wage." (2) This
point ef view was not generally accepted by, contemporary
writers, The secretary of the Bath and West of ﬁngland
Society wrote in 1796 that far from injuring the poer,

enclosure benefited them by increasing productien., He

considered that the epen-field rights were often more

harmful than beneficial; for the peor msn had to sell his

stock before the winter, a time when prices were bad. fnrough

the wintér he had te "peach, purloin er creep into debt.” (%)
Meodern writers, likewise, have challenged this

point of view. for example Prof.Chembers argues that it was

not enclesures that were responsible for the reserveir of

landless labourers but the increase of pepulation., (4)

1, J.L. and B, Hammend, The Village Lsbourer, passim,
M.Dacombe, cp,cit., p.35ff.

2. M.Dacombe, op.cit., p.35.

3. W.Mathews, in Letters and Papers of Bath and West of
Englend Seciety, Vel 2,1502 Ed., pp. 263-295.,
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Miss B.Kerr has studied the situation of the Dorset lsbourer
between 1750 and 1850 and concludes that it was not enclosure
nor the use of agricultural machinery that brought about

the labourers' plight but “an unprecedented strain put en
the village econemy by the pepulation increase.," (5) It
would appear thet the cenclusions ef these writers are well-
founded in that they dismiss enclosures as & major cause,
although it may be gquestioned whether pepulation increase,
in itselif, was respoensible., Further consideration ef this
aspect of the subject must be left until Part III of this
work, For the purpeses of the present chapter, these views
are important, because, when taken together with the fact

of the relatively small amount of enclesure which actually
took place in Dorset in the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries, they indicate that views such as that
of Miss Dacembe, cited abeve, need reconsideration., There
were smallholders in Derset in 1760 but the land was mostly
worked by wege-earners., Characteristic was the labourer whe
was éither hired by the yeer and lived in his master's house,
or whe was hired by the week or day and lived in his own
home. The decrease in the number of smallhelders by 1834
was prebably due to the éonsolidation of farms rather than
to enclesure. There had been no harsh expulsion of the
smallholders but rather a cessation of the granting of smell
leaseholds. This precess had been continuing throughout

the eighteenth century but only by the end ef the century
was its effect noticeable., In some cases, the big farmer

of the eszrly nineteenth century was the son or grandsori.tf
the smclliholder of fifty yeers before., (6) The contemperary
criticism of the engrossing of ferms was not that men were
dispossessed but that the big rarm by its extensive metheds
provided less employment than did several smaller ones.(T)
Exemples of the prosgercus smellhelder are herd to uncover,
for they were not the sort of men to leave records cor to
attract the ettention of writers although the case of

William White related by Young hes slready been ncted. (8)

+ B.Xerr, op.cit., p.lb6Z,

See Chapter II above, pp.15-19.
See Chapter II above, p,l1l9.

wee Chapter III above, p.32,

0~ O\
L] [
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Another was that of Themes Candy of Stoke Waike who in

1830 rented a dairy and by hard work and ability built up

a considersble dairy-farming business. (9) His family still

farm in the neighbourhoed,

The wages peid to the labourers esre better documented.

%hen Arthur Young ceme to Dorset in 1771, he thcught thet

the average weekly wege paid wus reagonable. From the

evidence of the places he visited, this seems to have been

as fellows:

Sum paid during five weeks of harvest........l3/- ,

Sum paid during six weeks of heymaKing.......6/6d.,

Sum paid during the rest o0i the year..ie.o.eseb/-.

Young thought thet the lebourers could subsist on thesge

weges and that this was the correct criterion to use in

fixing them. He considered that if the labourer earned

more then wes essential for his recessary expenses he would

be unwilling teo work. (10) The Rev., Davies collected his

evidence from his correspondence over the years in which

he wag compiling his boek, "The Case of the Labourers in

Husbandry Stated and Considered.®™ 4s the boek wes published

in 1795, his figure#& are probebly those of the peried 1790-

1795. At aAffpuddle, a men esrned between 7/- and 9/- per

week and his family could earn a little in addition. Thus

H

a femily consisting of a man, his wife and four children,

aged six to fifteen years, earned 10/- per week, which was
gained as fellews:

Mahe o & o o « o o« ©6s. 0d.
Wifeo o o o o o o e 6d.

Chlldrél’l ° ® ° ° . ° 1ls. 6d-0 (11)

At Bisheps Caundle in the Vale of Blackmore wages were lower,
There a men could earn between 5/6 and 8/- per week. The

total eernings of a typicel family were;

I\lqan- ° ° ° ® ° ) ° 65 . Od-o
Wifeo ® . L] o ° . ° ls. Od--

Children o ° L] e ° . 28. 6d.

9.
10.
]lo

B. Kerr, op.cit., p. 176.
g.yYogng, op.cit., IV, pp. 312-313 and 320.
D.Davies, The Case of the Labourers in Husbandry, pp.l48-9.
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There were seven children aged one to itwelve years in
this femily, supperted on an income of 9/6d per week. (12)
At Stinsford,near Derchester, a man earned from 6/6d to
1/6d per week. A typical family, consisting of a men
end his wife, witn five children aged eight to seventeen
years, earned as follows:

Men o« « o o o s o« . Bbs. 6d.

Wife « o« o o o e e e 8d.

Children. . . « s« =« . 4#4s. 6d,
Thus a femily of seven had an income of lls. &d. (13) The
weges paid at Affpuddle were probably above the average,; for
Claridge gave the figure of 6/- per week as the average cash
wage for the county. In addition te the cash payment
labouters were usually allowed to buy wheat from their
mesters at & reduced price and thus the real wage would be
slightly above 6/-. (14)

After the time of Davies ana Claridge, that is in
the early 1790's, the rate of wages appears to have risen
slightly. Stevenson in 1815 found a great variety in the
weges paid, In Frampton, for example, where labour was
scarce, a man get 7/6 a week plus the extra concessions of
cheap grain, a rent~free cottage, free furze for fuel and
the right te keep a pig and tc grow potatees. (15) Lebour
was also in shert supply at Kingston Russell where wages
were decidedly higher than in 1785, A men earned up to
9/~ per week plus rent-free cottage. In ether casesthe.
cash peyment was lower dbut the men was allowed to buy
grain cheeply and to keep a pig, (16) 1In a few places
higher wages were paid, as at Merden and Corfe Castle
where 12/- per week was the rate but where there were ne
concessiens, At Symcndsbury., men got 2/- per day and cheap
corn toe., At Wimberne the rate was 10/6 without any extras
er 6/- per week with them, 6/- or 7/- per week plus & rent-
free cottage ana cheep grein seems to have been the most

usuel rate. Stevensen mentions these wages as these paid

l2. D.Davies, The Case_of the Leabourers in Husbandry, pp.150-1.
130 Ibido, Pp' 154‘50

14, Claridge, op.cit., p.zz,

15, &Stevenson, ep.cit., pp. 428,

16, 1Ibid., p. 428,
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at Stinsford, Warmwell, Fleet, Pcxwell, Winterborne
Whitechurch asnd Tarrsnt Erawford among ether places. (17)
These wages had been paid for quite a long time before
1815 (18), so it may be assumed that the rise in wages

had eccuttted early in the wertime peried, Edem, writing

in 1797, lends some support to this conclusion by mentiening
that at Durweston the rate of wages had recently gene up
from 6/- per week te 8/- or 9/-. (19) 1In the period after
the war, wages seem to have declined again. Thus, in the
1834 Poor Law Report, Okeden, the assistant commissioner
who reperted on Derset, and the squire of More Crichel
near Wimberne, recorded that the normal rate of wages at
Hazelbury Bryasn was 1/- per week.(z0) This is a figure
which is largely cenfirmed by the parish returns included
in the appendices to the repert, although in a few éases
higher figures are giwven, (21) It seems, toe, that the
extras such as cheap grain which had been given less often
in 1815 had ceased.(22) '

' The labourer ceuld undertake piecewerk after his
daily work was dene bul the eppertunities for this were
irregular and only a few places, such as Cranborne, could
offer regular employment of this kind: fer in the weedlands
there hurdle and fagget-making effered almest endless werk.(23)
There was alse work available for women and children but
efter the French wars this became less profitable, except
perhaps in the western parts of the county. In their replies
to the Peor Law Commissioners, mest parishes said that.there
was some plece-work available but sometimes it was only )
seasonal agricultural work, At Buckland Newton, for example,
women could earn 4/~ to 6/~ a week in button-making, gloving
or in agriculture, and the children 1/- to 1/6d.(24) Other

reports were less. favourable. Thus Fontmell Magna replied

17. Stevenson, op.cit., $.428+9

18. Ibid., p.428,

19. Eden, op.cit., (Ed. Regers), p.l78.
<0. Peer Law Report, 1834 p.20.

2l. 1Ibid., Appemdix B 2, pp. 3TLF.

22. &Stevensen, op.cit., p.452.

23. Poor Law Re ort 1834,p.18,

24. Ibid., Appendix B 2, p.37ff.
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thet button-making wes aveileble but that it did not pay.

They added, however, that = woman with four children could

earn 10/~ per week during the spring and summer in agriculture,
Hezelbury Bryan, with work eof the same kind availsable,
estimated 6/6d per week as the maximum; and Longfleet's
ectimcte was 5/-. (25)

There were also other sources of income - legal and
#llegal. 1In meny parts of the county there were sparrow
clubs; groups of men with lentherns snd nets to catch the
birds and gein the churchwerdens' reward. (26) At Wyke
Regis and on Fortland,wheatears were czptured te sell in
Weymeuth as a delicacy. (27) HNutting was a profitable
sideline in the villages zround Cranberne Chese in w.o nert
eest Dorset. (28] 0f the illegal sidelines, poaching wes
the mest common amoigst the labourers, After the 1816
Peaching 4ct, the number: of convictions rese rapidly. In
1814, there had been six convictions at the Dorset Quarter
oessions. In 1816, there were twenty-seven and in the two
fellowing years iforty—ohe in each year. (29) The other
illegal sideline wes smuggling but this was operated by men
fer more important than labouters. The smuggling rings
included men from all levels of society and operated over
lerge areas of the county, but doubtless many a labourer
supplemented his inceme by pleying a humble part in the
eperctions, (30)

At this peint it will be useful to teturn to
the vexed question of the labourers' losses in the enclésures,
It has already been shown that the enclosures in Derset
dia npt have much eifect on the compardtively few smallhclders,
(31) but it hos been suggested that the labourer had =
steady supplement te his income from the commeon land of
the perish, The weight of the evidence, however, tends

to shew thet the com.cns were stinted, that is, the right

5. _Poer Lew Repert, 1834, Appeacix B 2, P.JTEL,

26. W.Daccembe, op.cit., p.4l.

27. 1Ibid., p.41.

286, Ibid., p.4i.

29. B.Kerr cp.cit., p. 163,

50. C.l. vorset Yecr Book 1949-50, L 55f1. 1953-4, £.16;
1559-60, - 99ff enu cherborae lMercury of the period,
€.8. 2l, 1. 1779, end 1. 4. 1779.

31. GSee Chagter II ecbove, pp.l19-23.
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to pesture wos specific in number of steck and limited to
the holders of certein tenements, (32) asat: Caundle liersh
which hes been cited zioge. Cnly ia very rere cases did the
cottegers have grazing rights in the common pesture, as at
Ashmore where it was granted to them as a sgeciel cencession
by the commeners in 1776, and where they paid the commoners
2/~ per year for the pi_ht tc xeep a cow., (33) The right

to cut turl encd fumze wds often restricted toeo. At Arne,
fer example, the right oi turbary was in the hands of the
princigal tenants by 1750, except fcr four acrea oi meritime
scrub on the edge of Pocle Harbour. (34) A restricted study
of enclesure zwards end commissioners' minute books suggests
thet the cettagers put forwerd ne claims-except occasionally
for the right or turbary. (35) The enclosure of the commens
of Lytchett Minster ana Lytchett Matravers in loz3 provides
a typical example, for only the holders ef old leases had
common rights of any kind. Neither the helders oi more
recent leases nor the cottagers possessed cemmon rights. (36)
At Owermoigne, the only claim thet could possibly have been
put forward by a cettager was one of turbary., ®I have lived
in my cottage fer twenty-nine years, ¥ said Rebert Sanson,

¥ gnd I heve paia persons for cutting turf for me in Qwer
Heath.® It is significant that he paid =+ others, to cut

it and was probably not & cottager in the usual sense of the
word. (37} The right of turbary was scmetimes recognised
and compensetion was given. At Litten Cheney the poor
received an:. allotment oi furze rfor iuel cutting. (38)
Similarly at Stockland, 200 acrea oi waste were seb aside

on which the poor could cut furze (39) and at Fimperne 20
acres were allotted to the recter, churchwardens and
overseers on trust fer the peor " to preserve and promote
the growth of furze® for fuel. (40)

32. BStevenson, ep,cit,, p. 171,

33, ?ussell, op.cit., p.ll8; ana Stevenson, ep.cit,, p.173
for & reference to the cottagers' right to keep cows
end geese en Gillingham commen.

34. B.Kerr, eop.cit., -, 170.

35. D.R.0., 214, Pidalehinton;D.,124, Dewlish, M.C.1l,732,
Owermoigne; M.C.1l0,942.Winterborne Stickland; D,124,
Abbotsbury;, D.60, Lytchett Minster ana latravers.

36. D.60, Lytchett uinster cna Matravers,

57, M.,C. 11, 732, Cwermoigne,

38, B.Kery, Derset Fielda Names andtiie Agricultural Revoluticn
D.P.82, p.l41,

39. Dorset Ceunty Chronicle, 27. 7. 18:6.

40. Hutchins, ep.cit., Vei.l, (third edition) p.296,




It can be concluded then thet enclesures did little
to diminish the income of the peor, and this conclusien is
reinforced by a consideration of the limited extent of Deorset
enclesures. Indeed the peor may well have gained more than
they lest. There was woerk to be dene in fencing the new
enclosures, and en the reclaimed waste brought inte profitable
agricultural use.

The way of life of the labouring class reflected
their low income. The cottages which have survived from the
peried are very mean and these in their day were the better
enes., GStevenson consiéered that many ef the homes of the
pecrer peeple were unsatisfactery; they usually had two
to feur rooms, and maeny of them were built frem reed scrapings
with chalk and straw., During the war it was difficult te
obtain sufficient labourers te work the land but there was
nevertheless a great shortage oif cottages ana these that
existed were overcrewded., (41) Miss Kerr has pointed out
that the “medel¥ ceottages at Milton 4bbas were grewsly
overcreowded in 1843, with, en the aversge, a femily of nine
in every room, (42) These were perhaps a particularly bad
example and a more palanced picture is given by the populatien
teturns of 18ll. (43) which show that there were 26,821
femilies in Derset, occupying 23,210 housesy It must be
remembered that these figures spplied to the wholé sopulation
and therefore the evercrowding el the cettages of the poor
weould have been somewhal higher then they suggest. \

The contents ¢ the homes of the poor are well -
illustreted by the inventories eften recorded in the ?ocr-
boeks. The general picture is oi bare ena ceomfertless homes
as a few examples will shew., Geerge Mitchel of Caundle
Bighop possessed a bed and bed-clothes, o table snd twe
chairs, a pot, a pail, a tea-kettle, a weshing tub, a vox,
severzl barrels and a few tcels, (44) BEli williams ef
Sturminster lMarshall had two veds, bed-clothes, a table, a

deal dresser with three drawers, a frying-pan, a pot, = kettle,

41, Gtevenson op.cit., pp. 84-57.

4z. B.Kerr, The Dorset Agricultursl Lsbourer, 1750-1850
D.P., 84, p.165

43. Populaticn Returns (l&ll) cited in Anon., A Description
of the county oi Derset, in D.C M.

44, Caundle Bishop Peor Beek, 1790-1812,
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and & few other household utensils. (45) 1t seems that he
hed noe chairs! Sarsh Cemel ef Burton Bradstock had a bed
and bedclothes, a large and a small table, two chairs, a
corner-cupbeard, a dresser with shelves, a brass beiler, a
bacon-rack and a few pewter dishes. (46) Finaliy mention
may be made of the goeds of a smellholder, James Winter of
Caundle Marsh. He had & leasehold cettage, two leasehold
erchards, and cne other orchard and a piece @f\land by
unspecified tenure. He pessessed a horse, harness and cider~
making utensils. His house centained a bed ana bed-clothes,
e clock, a dresser, a chest, a box with legs, a settle with
a cover, an oak table, and a variety of heusehold ulensils ana
teols, including a gun. (47

The diet of the poeor was decidedly monetenous and
apout half their income was spent cn bread., Davies gave
the budgets of twenty rfsmilies from various parishes and out
of = todzl weekly expenditure on feedoff§ /5 /24 , they spent
£4/ 15/ 8d o:a bread. The rest of the meney wes used to buf
potatoes, vegetables, cheese, bacon, meat, tea, sugar and
butter, together with seap ana cendles, and mending-
meterials, {48) Hden gave an acceunt ef the demestic ecenomy
of a fitty-two year-old man and his family nesr Blandferd,
There were Iive children and the elaest girl, aged eighteen,
manéged the house sinwe the mother was dea&. The ether
children, aged eight, six, three and two, did net earn
enything. The parish paid the house reat but gave ne. ether
relief, The father easrned 6/- per week for meost oif the year,
7/- in the spring and early summer sna 9/- during the féur
weeks of hervest. Fer breakfest the family ate bread and
cheese and drank tea. For dinner and supper they had bread
and cheese, or petatoes which were sometimes mashed with fat
from a stew and sometimes with salt slone. Once a week they
had a bulleck's cheek frem which they made stew. The only
sweetening substance was treacle and only a very little
milk or beer was drunk. (49} The potatec was just becoming
commen in Derset in the 1790's when Davies and Eden wrote their

accounts, and Stevenson reperted the epinion of Ur. Park,

45. Sturminster liarshall Papers, ¥.98/0v14,
46. Burten Bradstock Feer Beck 1, ¥97/0VL.
47. Csundle Marsh Poor Book,

46, Davies, op.cit., pp.l48-155,

49. Eden, op.cit., (Bd.,Regers), p.l72,
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Lord Sheftesbury's steward, that this vegetable head
contributed greatly te improving the let eof the peor. 1t
had enriched their own diet and made it possible for them te
keep a pig and te have bacen anu pork. (50) ©Stevensen
himself found that bread with skimmed-milk cheese, &and
potatoes and vegetables and a small amount of bacen and
pickled pork made up their diet. These whe lived in the
Vele of Blackmore, however, had little besides bread

and cheege in 1812,(51) In part of nerthern Derset the poor
ate "banneck', a barley ceke, with treacle er cheese; for
wheaten bread was a rarity oenly to be enjoyed after gleaning
in the hervest fields. They hdl meat,other then their own
pork and bacen, enly at Christmas when the sqsre distributed
it.(52) The evidence of the 1834 Pecr Law Repert is in
agreement, Te a guestien asking whether the peer could
subsist en their earnings, the autherities eof Winterberne
Kingsten answered "Yes, such a family would prebably kill
two pigs in the year, the greater part of which they weuld
consume themselves. Butcherst meat 'is seldeom used by them.
Breaa, cheese, butter sna petatees with tea is their usual
diet."  (53) The Rev. Jehn Uavis of Cerne Abbas theught that
they could subsist enly il they could get potate ground
cheaply, which was rarely possible;, while the parish officers
ei Buckland Newton repied that the peor cahld subsist enly
with the help oi parish relief. Messrs Portman and Illett,
however, whose answer releted te the Blandford division
generally, thought thoet the peeor could subsist and indeed
coula do better than in former times., (54) Possibly they
had in mind MNr. Portmen's exitensive estates around Blandiord,
on which he had recently lowered the rents to enable the
fermers to pay more genereus wages. (55)

In what has been said so far, the life of the
labouring class has been viewed throu_h the eyes of the well-
to~do, fer there are few recerds Ifrem the poor themselwzes.
There was, however, am snonymeus writer of Sturminster Newton
whose status wes pleinly cleser to thet of the labourers

then sny eof the writers te whom reference has Jjust been made,

50. Stevensen, op.cit., p.454.

51. 1Ibid,, p.452.

2. li.Dacomue, op.cit., pp. 35-36.

3. Poer Lew Report 1834, Appencix B 2, pw.3Tf.
54,  Ibid., pp.37f.

55. DUorset County Chronicle, 3, 2. 1831,




As sni. 0oLld men he described how im his young aays, the poer
lzbourer worked from six in the morning until six at night
and esrned six shillings a week if he were single, and seven
shillings if he were merriea, *Only think," he commented, Wa
men with o wife and a number of children to live on thet
smell pittence.” He sdded thet in hervest-time the labeurer
coulu reern a little extra while his wife andrchildren were

llowed t® glesn in the hervect field and the grain gathered
in this wa, wes = geusend, for it meent a goocw loafl of bread
enc barley cekes for the men's ainner in the fielu or the
barn. The writer described elso how the peer reasted cind
ground beesins gathered by glesning to use as en infusicn
instead of tea and coifee. (56)

There were some lebourers who were more favourably
placed; men wheo were in reguler empleoyment and whe had good
masters., One such man was Charies Warren whose handbill
aavertising for & wife was reported in"The Dorset County
Chronicle”in 1832, It ran thuse:

“ Marnhull., July 1832.
My femily is es follows; the eldest boy is thirteen years
old, the younger boy rive yeers oid znd & girl eight years eld,
My house is my own and I heve no rent to pay. I heve zn acre
el petatces, nhall blues and half white this yeari My wife
has been dead 12 months ago last Shroton feir, The children
live with themselves in the dsytime, but I am alweys with
them &t hight. I think that it would be vetter if there.was
a women te leock aiter them beoth for the children and for myseif.
I have 8/- a week for my work and the bey 2/- a week and have
censtant employ. I weni a steady woman between 30 and &0 years
ela for & wife. I do not want & secend remily, I want a
women to lock after the pige while I am at werk."(57)
Werren wes satisfied with his success in life and was coanfident
that he was offering a geod business preposition. His case
demonstreted that it was pessiole to rise above the pboverty
level but to de so meant thet there was ne time left for the
mere orthouox methods of iinding a wife. He was a man whose
master thought him worth keeping ana werheps in those days

oI poverty there were wemen whe thought he was worth marrying.

56. Anin., Reminiscences of Sturminster Hewton, P.13,D.R.0.,
MR44.

51. Derset Count, Chronicle,23, 8, 1832,




Chepter $ix.

& County in Transition.

The fact that has emerged mest clearly frem the
preceding chapters is tket the social and economic life of
Dorset was changing. fThe growth ef the population was
perhaps the most striking chenge, although it was less rapid
than in the country as a whele. No deubl the reasen for
this slewer growth was thet Derset Wad no great industrial
cities to attract peeple. Nevertheless there was an increase
ei sbout 76% between 1760 and 1834, and of 40% between 1801
anG 1831, &n expansion on this scale must inevitably have
caused great secial pressure. (1) In Chepter I the pepulatien
figures of the several districts of Dorset were distinguished
anc. were related both to the arez and the annusl value of
the lend, () It was shewn that the pepulation inecrease in
the Weymouth Triasngle was well above the average in the
county. It was slightly sbove the average in Viest Dorset,
and slightly bpelow in the Chalkland and the Heathland. 1In
the Isle of Purbeck, the Vale oif Blackmore znd the Bomerset
Fringe, however, the increase was well ovelow the average.

It is clear that pepuletion incresse is & feacter likely to
heve crested sociel preblems, out whether pfoverty was related
to this ceuse in the period unGer review or whether a high
rate el incresse was assoclated with the districts ef greater
presperity cen enly pe determineca after a survey of the
extent and distributien ef goverpy in the county.,

In Chapter 1I it wac shown thet there were considerable
chen_es taeking place on the land, which was slowly being
redistributed te form larger ferms. As the old, small leases
fell in, they were not being re-granted as such but were put
together to form lerger farms, This made the landowner!s
estate more mensgeable and, in theory at least, seemed likely
to encourage imprevement., In practice, however, it often
led to the lend being farmed less preductively , as the
fermers regardea large flocks of sheep as the best ferming
methed. There were ether reasons teoe; such as the low
rents which enabled the inefficient tenant to survive,; and

the growing practice oi granting shert-term leases which

1. ©See Chapter I abive, pp6ff.
2. ©See Chagter I sbeve, pp.8ff,




discouraged him from undertaking the kinds of improvement
that weuld net psy immediztely. (3) The enclesures, alse,
brought chenges te the land. The erea most affected was

the chalklend and since this Wés an ares of great estates,

it was here tee that m@st el tle engressing of farms preobably
teok place., It appears that Derset enclosures were often
closely relatec to the latter, being a tidying-up ef remnants
of common lana left from an earlier ege. In nerth and west
Derset, the enclesures were lar fewer and were nearly all
those of pasture cemmens. (4) It was pointed eut that there
was very little ressen to suppese thet the peer lest directly
from the enclesures but that, en the contrary, they may have
profited‘fr@m a mere efficient use of the lend. (5) This

is anether problem which can enly be reselved by examining the
facts eof poverdy in the county.

There was & considerable change in the metheds ef
agriculture, especially after 1790 when the war-time presperity
made experiment worthwhile, Turnips and petatees became an
important part of Derseil husbandry and threshing-machines
and drills began to appear. (6) The petate unquestionably
helped the peoer man, but it was sometimes claimed that the
threshing-machine ruined him., As a result ef the changes in
land-tenure and in sgriculture,; the farmer himsell was
chenging. The larger enclosed iarms were rented by moere
business-like men, ready te intreduce new metheds and te
berrew money frem the bank to finance them, Mereever in
erder tc meet their vank interest and the higher renfs charged.
en shorter l@ases, the; were anxiocus te make large and speedy
prefits: a pelicy which was beund te lead te hardship for
the labeurers in their emplgy. (7) Three pheses in the
develeopment ol Derset farming between 1760 and 1834 can be
distinguished. First, a static phasein which returns were
lew and improvements few, The farmers were satisfied with
little and, since their tents were lew, were reluctant te
learn new ways. Secondly,there was a period of grest

prosperity, beginning apeut 1795, as a result ef the war,

5. ©Bee Chapter II esbeve, pp.l4-15.
4. BSee Chapter II above, pp.19-23,
>. ©3ee Chapter II abeve, pRUB-2 L L
6. ©See Chapter III abeve, pp.31-34.
1. ©See Chapter III above, pp.32-35.
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Raéid‘changes toek,place in‘agricultufé and farmers borrowed
money to cepitaliee their land, pledging future proesperity
to do se: a prosperit, which came te a sudden end in 1813.
Finally there was the pest-war period of serious agriculturel
depressien. Prices paid fer preduce were low and the farmer
was in the hands ef his crediters. The result was a crep
of bankruptcies, and a drep in the wages paid and the grewth
ef unempleyment, After 1823 there was an improvement in
the agricultural prospects but this seems te have affected
enly arable farming, fer dairying and sheep~ferming remeined
in & depressed state. (8)

In Chapter IV it was seen that there was a similar
Befere the wayr, the industries were static andthe empleyment
they offered relatively constant. During the wag, there was
a pericd ef beem, enceuraged by war-time conditiens and
sometimes by the lack eof foreign cempetition, &fter the war,
the eceonomic climate became harsher, There was fierce
competition frem the more mechanised indusiries ef the nerth
and frem sreas of better cemmunications than existed in the
west country. It is clear from the 1834 Peor Law Repert
thet the silk industry and buitten-meking were beth in a
depressed state, ana il secms probable thet this was alse
true of stocking-making and glove-making. On the ether hand
the ssil-meking, repe and net industry ef the western parts
ol the county seem te have weathered the sterm mere successfully.
Bridapert, having access to the sea, was better placed te
compete, especially in the sale of meritime goeds. The stone
end clay industries, producing materisls ef unusually geed
quality, soon recevered from the pest-war depression. The
growing populearity ei Weymouth as a watering place seems te
have helped that arec net enly to maintain but alse te increase
its presperity. (9) |

These facts suggest thet after 1815 the Isle of
Purbeck and the Weymouth Irisngle were zble to provide many
with & livelihoed el a nen-agricultural kind and that in
West Dorsetl there was still z place for the industrisl worker
anua plenty ef part-itime work fior the women and children,

Elsewhere, however, the picture was mere gleemy, Throughout

8. See Chay%ég’IV above, pp.34-35,
9. ©bee Chapter IV sboeve, pp.36ff,
N\
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nerth, central and east Derset the rursl industries either
stepped altegether or ceased te pay enough to meke the work
woerthwhile, This disappecreance, or virtual disappearance,
in meny parts of the county el s vitel supplement to the
inceme of the labeuring femily ig probebly a fact mest
relevant te this study.

The purpese of this chapter has net been te draw
firm conclusiens but to suggest cirtain pessible reasons
for peverty and distress which seem tec arise out of the
fects surveyed in the preceding chapters. They are teo
be regarded as a hypethegis based on a préiminary study
and therefore they require further coensideration in the

light of an exeminatien ef ether relevant evidence,




PART TWO.,

The Administratien of the Poor Laws

Derset between 1760 and 1834,
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Chapter Seven.

The Relief of Pevertly.

The fact eof poverty in Derset has been sufficiently
established in the intreductery part ef this study. (1) The
extent of thés peverty and the probability that it was grewing
can be seen from the follewing figures showing the expenditure
en the poor at various dates in the peried. These figures
are gither these given in the parliameniary reperts on poor—
law expenditure or are estimated frem the limited number eof

psrechial figures available, (2)

Tetal Spent Spent feor Spent fer

on poer, each £100 each £100

in £€s. spent in spent in

1760-1 1802~3

1760-1 18, 850 100 | -
1775-6 24, 538 133 1 -
1782-5% 31,528 . 165 -
1792-4% 38,250 204 -
1802-3 66,981 353 100
1802-5% 89,564 475 134
1822-5% 78, 906 419 118
1831-4*% 89,221 473 133

# The tigure given is the average of the three yesars.,

The 1lo02-3 figure represents an expenditure eof £.58 per head
oif the 1801 pepulstien. The expenditure per head ih 1821

wes £.665 and in 1831 was £.568. (3) It must be remembered
that the whele pepulation of Derset wes net receiving parish
relief and therefore, while figdres =~ 0f expenditure per
heed of the pepulation are useful as an index of poverty, they
de not show the relief actually given te the pauper. The

1. 8ee Chapter V ebeve.

-2, The figures fer 1760-1 and 179Y/-4 are estimated frem the
available parish poer~boeks, in the first case frem 27
parishes, and in the secend case from 28 parishes. The
ether figures are the county figures giwen in the returns

to the House of Cemmens releting to the year er years stated
published in the House of Commens papers. Full details of
these will be found in the bibliegraphy.

J. These figures are based on the pepulstion figures given
in the V,C.H.,Dorset Vol £, pp.266-273, and the relevant

reports en peor-—law expenditure published by the Heouse eof
Commens.
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number of these receiving relief in 1802-3 is given in the
returns of 1803-4 as 19,646, (4) The pepulatien in 180l was
114,452, and thus (ignering, the slight increase in populstien
between the twe returns) ene persen in 5,85 was whedly er
partially su,.ported by the parish in 1802-3. (3)

Besides the statutery system of peor relief other
agencies contributed te the alléviatien ef the peverty
described abeve, Important ameng them were the cheritsable
funds established by former generations, the subscriptioens
and denatiens ef centemporaries and the erganisatiens such
88 friendly societies and penny clubs, which enabled the peer
to meke provisien for their ewn needs in adversily. 1In 1833,
accerding te Edward Beswell, (6) the charities of the rural
parishes and smaller towns ef Persetl ylelded an inceme of
ebout £2,000 per year and these of the darger tewns abeut
£1,500, These figures are of actual inceme in cash and te
this must be added a considerable invisible inceme frem
scheols, almshouses and eother buildings.,

The rural charities included scheels fe¢ rthe yeung,
hemes for the aged, funds for apprenticing boys and girls
and mere general funds te be used at the discretion of the
trustees for the erdinary relief of the peer. There were
twenty-seven educational cherities providing.scheels such
as ﬁhe Free Endowed Grammar School at Eversheot Whiéh was

supperted by en estate worth £145 per year, (7) and the

Mackrekk Schoel fer fifty-twe children st Sturminster Marshall,

with an endewment eof £36 per year. Anether such schoel was
the ene at Teller Porcorum which waes endeowed with £21 g

year anu teek children not only from Teller Percorum but

also from Maiden Newten, Freme Vauchurch, Teller Fratrum and
Chilfrome., (8) The Mackrell Scheel mey have been larger than
many others but it is a convenieni exemple since its minute
book survives. The schoel was founded in 1799 by William

Mackrell of Spettisbury. It was staffed by twe mistresses

4. . 7 Returnsy . 1802-3, . H.of Gtz L5, wa
Sessional Papers, Vel 13, Pe JTLl4- 7lb.

5. See Chapter XIX for a further discussion ef poverty,

6. E.Beswell, Civil Division of the Ccunty of berset,

2na Laltlen (1833}, passim,
T. 1Ibid., p.37.
8., Bosweil, ep,cit,, pp.Sc-o3,
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whe teught fifty-twe poor children selected by the church-
werdens and everseers of Sturminster'Marshall. Zeys remalned
a2t school until the, were thirteen years eld and the girls
until they were fifteen. The children were taught te read
cnd to recite their catechism, The girls also learned knitting.
(9) There were thirteen charities which provided almshouses
or cottages for the aged poor. Occasionelly the almshouse
wee & properly regulated one such as that at Milton Abbas
which accommmated six widows; more often, hewever, it was
unsupervised and consisted of one or more cettages,vas at
Broadwey and Nétherbury. (L0] Fourteen charities previded
funds for the epprenticing ef peor children, In some ceses,
as at Netherbury, the capital was invested and yielded en
annual incecme te be used for this purpese. In ether cases,
hewever, the capital itself wes expended on paying premiums.
This heppened at Hilten, where £75 was thus used. (11) The
more general charities were often limited te specifiic groups
ameng the peer such as the "second peor?, the term applied

te those net getting parish relief; er te the provisien of some
specific article, such as beead or clethes. OSometimes the
ependiture was entirely at the discretion e¢f the trustees.
There are many examples of charities of this kina since they
were by far the commenest, At Bishep's Caundle £4,10.C a
yeer was spent on clethes for the pocr, and\&t Milborne St.
Andrew £6.10.0 wes lisewise spent, At Buckland Newten, bread
wes given te the poer, (12)

Mest of the larger tewns were well previded with
charities of &ll kinds, Wimberne, for example, had three
almsheuses and twe cetteges; a schoel at Pamphill end the
Queen Elizabeth Free Grammer sScheol in the tewn; and general
charities yielding £63 a year. Blandferd hza twe scheels,
an. almshouse ana an income of £402 frem the general charities.
At Dorchester were Hardy's Free School, the Under-scheo. fer

teaching reading, three almshouses for twenty-seven persons

J. Mackrell Scheol, Sturminster Marshall, Minute Beek.

10. Beswell, op.cit.,, Pp.l4, 52and 55ff.

11. Ibid,, p.42.

12, Ibid., pp.l5,18and 52; and Bishep's Caundle Charity
Beek; Nilborne St. Andrew Charity Beek and Bucklend
NHewton Incumbent's Book, (D.R.O.,P18/IN2).
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in a2ll, and the "Hospital® which served the three psrishes
of the town as & workhouse. The hespital was endowed with
a fund yielding £55 & year butl most of its income was
contributed by the parishes, in prepertien to the number of
parishieners being sugperted by the institutien. (13)

These charities established by past generations were
very unevenly spread through the parishes ef Lerset and were
commonest where there had been wealthy families in residence.
Likewise it wes the presence of & resident squire or a well-
to-de clergyman, merchant er farmer that determined whether
there would be gifts of feod, fuel and meney te help the poor
in times of hardship. Innumerable examples of such gifts
are recorded in the pages of the lecal newspapers. ©Buch
benefactions, however, while easing the let ef the poeor,
especially in times of crisis, were tece spasmodic and toe
localised to evercome the preblem of poverty. In meny villages,
the squire regularly gave foed - especially meat - to the
peor at Christmas. Jeoseph Daubeny Iisq. eif Ibberten gave
twenty pounas oi beel and & peck ol peas te the poor ef the
parish &t Christmas 1805. (14) At Evershet, during the
previcus winter, George Denistherpe Lsqg. had given two fat
bullecks and & considerzble quantity eof peas as wedl as weekly
gifts of soup and wood to the poor. (15) In the winter ef
1830-31, Mr. Jehn Bridge of Piddletrenthide gave his flusual
annual gift of Beel™ and alsc rugs and blankets "during the
recent cold weether¥®, (16) ‘

4

Fermers, too, sometimes geve genercusly to the poor.
There wes the custom of selling grain cheeply to their ewn
labeurers (17), but this ghould perheps be considered as

& pert ef the weekly wege. In seme smell ~&rishes, such sas
Poxwell end winterborne Monkten, where the wheole of the perish
wes in the hands of a single farmer, private arrangements of
this kind took the place of the statutery system of relief.

The poor—becoks of these two smell perishes show that the meney

15. Beswell, op.cit., pp. 5ffy 26ff cnd 89ff; and Anen.
Notes en Derchester Charities, passim end e€sp.pel=5,
(DeR.O., M.C.10, 448.)

14, oSherberne Mercury, 3 -~ 2 - 1806,

15, 1Ibid,, 11 =-2- 18C5,

e

W :

16, Dorset County Chf@nicle, 10 - 2 - 1831,
17. BSee page 49 above,
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raised by the poer-rate wes rarely used except for the
peyments ef county rates ana in the eccasional removal cese. (18)
The locsl newspapers occasionally give acceunts of singular
genema$ity shewn by individual fermers. Thus in 1800, ene
farmer, whe during the scarcity ef grain a few yesars before
hed sold his wheat te the peor at 9/- per bushel atl a time
when ether farmers were receiving a higher price in the markets,
was letting small pieces of land te the peer and giving them
the meney with which te buy the seed. (19)

The ferm.of charity mest frequently practised in the

tewns seems 1o have been the raising ef subscriptiens te

relieve the poeer. * The Sherberne Mercury " reperted in 1800 (203,

that such & subscription had been reised at Poole te impoert
7,000 quarters ef wheat te be made inte bread and sold to

the poor at a reduced price, GSometimes an eccasion ef public
rejoicing was celebrated in this wey., Thus, At Blandioerd, a
public meeting held in the tewn teo arrahge the celebrations
to mark the passing of the 1832 Refeorm Bill, decided that
instead ef illuminating the tewn, they would raise a subscriptioen
fer the peor. Mr. E.B.Fertman headed the list with a gift ef
£20, (21} and it is likely thet the preopesal wes his;, for he
was a man deeply congerned about the stcte ef the peor.

Clesely related to these subscriptions raised te help
the peer living in the neighbourheeod, were the Mendicity
Secieties which relieved the “trampers® whe wandered abeut
in search ef werk. These societies were supperted by Veluntarj
gifts and offered relief to the bena-fide peor traveller. The -
Derchester Seociety gave relief consisting ef a quarter of a
guartern lcaf, a querter of & pound of cheese and ene pint of
table beer, as well as lodging fer the night with “the comferts
ef the fireside®, (22) There were at leasi three of these
secieties in the ceunty - at Derchester (23), at Sherberne (24)

and et Shaftesbury (25). The Derchester Society gave relief

18, Poer Books of Pexwell and Winterberne Menkton, passim,
19. 8Sherberne Mercury, 11 - 7 - 1800. :
20, 1Ibid., 21 - 7 - 1800.

2l. Dorset County Chrenicle, 21 - 6 - 183z,

22. Seglisbury and Winchester Jeurnsl, 21 - 1 - 1822
23. Derset Ceunty Chrenicle,7 - 5 - 1829,

<4, 1Ibid,, 17 - 10 - 1833,

25, DSalisbury and Winchester Jeurngl, 19 - 1 - 1629
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to 14,407 persons between 1820, the year of its foundation,
and 1832. In the same period it discovered 147 imposters,

who were punished as vegrents, It is interesting to ncte

thet the number of imposteors =applying to the scociety rapidly
declined efter the first yeer of its existence. Those
sunished in 1820 and 1821 numbered thirty-eight cnd twenty
respectively. After 18zl, hewever, the number ol impesters
enly once exceeded ten, (26) It may be supposed that the
society hed geined a reputation fer astuteness,

The secend way of relieving peverty wes to enable

the pecr te help themselves and,in Uerset,friendly societies,
periny clubs and savings banks were founded and encouraged te
this end, Closely related tc these enterprises, were the
beginnings ol trade unionism but these were different since
they aimed to remove jeverty, rather than to mitigete its
effects., They are not, therefore, relevant et this peint.
Ckeden, in his regort te the 1834 Pecr Law Cemmission, ssid
"Dersetshire abounds with friendly clubs er sccieties®., He
censidered that the great success ef this mevement wss due

tc the slmost universal practice in the parishes of neot taking
friendly society peyments intec account when assessing parish
relief for the family. He knew of enly ten or twelve cases
‘wherc this rule was not applied. (27) It is clear that
without this custem the friendly seciety mevement would have
mede noe progress; Ifer if each benefitfrom the seciety resulted
in an eqgual deauction by the parish, the centributions would
heve been worthless., The first knewn friendly soecieties _in
Dorset were founded in Shaftesbury in 1748, and at Wimberne
Minster anu Blanufora Forum in 1755, After 1755, the movement
spread slowly inte the smaller towns and one or two larger
villeges. It had net, hewever, made much hesdway befere the
registration of friendly secieties with the guarter sessions
begen in 1794; for only twelve societies having a dste of
foundetioen earlier than that year were subsequently registered. (28)
(fhere may heve been others which were not registered; as it
was not until 1812 thet e Blandford seciety, founded in

1755, was repistered,)

26. _Dorset County Chrenicle,. 7 - 11 - 1833.

27. Poor law Hepoert, 1834, Appendix 4, p.l3.

28, Dates end rigures from linute Beoks of Dorset wuarter
Sessions, 1794, 17%9, 1&0l, 1803, 1806, 1808 ana 18l2,
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In 1793, "Reses Act” regulated and gave legal status
te these friendly societies which suomitted their rules te
the quarter sessions ef ithe county and received its cenfirmation.
(29) Frem this time enwards there was a rapid growth in the
numbers of Derset societies, The first registrations teok
plage in 1794 and between that date and 1819 when a new Act
of Parliament was passed; thirty-seven new societies were
established. (30} The new Act, 59 Geerge III c.l28, réquired
the justices to ascertain that the financial basis ef the
seciety was seund, befere approving the seciety. It alse
autherised the quarter sessions to delegate the investigatien
te committees ef not less than three Jjustices. (31) In
1821, the Derset Quarter Sessicns made its ewn rules ier the
implementation ef Geerge III c.l28. It would net approve
eny friendly society with less then fifty members and it
required to see a full list oi the nemes, eccupations &and
ages of the members, Further it requifed te see a table
setting forkh the centributions and prepesed benefits and te
be given the names ana the actuaries te whose prefessioenal
judgement the table wag tc be submitted. (32) 1In 1827, the
sessions reselved that it weuld receive ne friendly seciety
rules for filing and approeval, unless they had already been
approved and signed by the Jjustices ef the divisien of the
county in which the seciety propesed tk functien, (33) It
wes after the 161lY Act thet the most rapid grewth of the frienddly
socleties toek place in the ceunty. Between 1820 and 1834
fifty-nine societies came inte existence, many of them in
rural sreas. (34)

The cheracter of these secieties andthe benefits
they offered can be illustrated by the one which was feunded
at Beeminster in 176z. All perishioners under thirty years
ef age might be admittied and en adiission had te payasemtrance €£ee
of 3/~ plus their first regular centributien ef 1/~ In

sickness a member received 6/- a week for the first menth and

29. Reygr% of Select Committee on Friendly Societies, 1825,
PPe3e3~4

J0. Minute Beeks of Derset {uarter Sessions 1794-1cl9, pessinm,

51, Bepert...on Friendly Secieties, 1825, Pp.326-T7.

S52. lMinute Beek of Derset @.S. Vel.7,f.1ll.

33. 1Ibid., Vel 8, f.3.

34. 1Ibid., 1820~1834,passim.
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then 4/- a week fer up te eighteen menths. At the age el
sixty-three, he received a pension of 2/- & week until he was
seventy and thereafter 2/6 a week for life. When he died the
society paid £3 towerds his funeral expenses and to cever
this all the ether members paid threepence inte the cemmon
fund. Besides the systim el insurance; the friendly society
offered to its members the seocial pleasure of regular club
meetings, and at Beaminster they were held every six weeks,
There wes alse an. annual precessioen and dinner and in the
case of the Besminster Seociety, this teck place on. the
Fridey before Trinity Sunday. (35) It is probable that the
satisfaction ef belonging to a society with meetings limited
to members, and with its ewn rules ana club emblems, gave

te the peor men a sense of dignity which ceunted fer as much
as the meterial benefits efiered. It gave to him experience
ei working tegether for the common geood and in erganising
his ewn affairs; experience which deubtless centributed to the:
emergence of rural trzde uniens aiter 1o3C,.

Mest cl the friendly secieties were smell and therefore
financially precariocus. In 180<-3 there were thirtg-seven
societies in the county with 3,759 members, (36) that is with
an averzge membership of about ene hundred, Thus most ef
these Derset socileties must have been censiderably smaller
than the size recemmended by the 1825 Select C@mﬁittee, which
propesed a minimum membership ef twe~hundred members., (37)
Some gentry were aware of this financial hazard and te aveid
this propesed the establishment ef ®The Friendly Society- ef
the County or Derset.," At the July meeting ef the Uorset
Querter Sessicns, in 1lo26, a propesal war put ferward that
a county friendly seciety should be established which by
virtue of its size snd of its menegement by mere experienced
mern, such as & group el interested gentry snd clergy, weuld
offer the pcor centributer cem lete cecurity, This scheme was
bzged en cne proposed elsewhere by the Rev.Thomas Becher and
seems to have been put forwerd by U B.EBJortman of

FLAY A

b ey o [ =z v ey - 3
Lrycnston (3¢). The .ropossl wis egppreved by the other

35>. R.Hine, Frienoly Jocieties, D.¥, 49, pp.115-11€,
36, Anpwers snd Returnsl803-4, Vol,l3, pp.71l4-T715,
37. feport....on Friendly Secieties,1825,p,334.

3¢, yJorset County Chrenicle,?25 - 12 - 1826,
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justices znd = cemmittee wos set uy te launch the new
venture. (39) The new society propesed te give relief in
ceses of sickness, accident or infirmity. It was te be open
to all Dorset men and women between fifteen and fifty-bive
years of age. (40) Initially the society wes to have eight
loczl branches, esch with its ewn lecal committee, secketsry,
surgeon, visitors, stewards and so on. Other branches would
pe Teunded as seen as filty members haa been enrelled, or

an existing friendly soeciety of that number or members wished
te merge with the larger end safer sociedy. (4%)

The first meeting to launch the scociety was reperted
in'the Dorset County Chronicle® on the 20th eif July 1826,
but the respense dees net seem te have been as great as
expected. "The Times® of the 3lst ei August reperted that
a speaker at & meeting of farmers held at Stalbridge had
commented that little interest was being shewn in the new
friendly seciety. At the end of 1826, however, another
attempt was made to get the new venture established. Nr,
Portman and Hr, Okedeh advecated the feunding ef the new
society anu a committeee oi management under Lr. Fortmen
was set up. (42) The Dorsel Friendly Society was formed
eventually but it does net seem te have achieved what was
probably its purpese - to replace the small, weak societies
by one far mere secure., Perhaps the labeurers, nét appreciating
the financiael arguments, feareu te lose their independence
by merging and saw the new venture simply as a meve en the
part oi the gentry to intrude inte their private cencerns.
If se, it suggests that the lsbouring cless was already
losing its trust in the leaders of lecal society; an. attitude
which helped to produce ithe events of 1830.

Anether project prometed by Pertmen wes the "penny
club®, He established these clubs in all the villages where
his estates ley. The labourers were enceuraged to save by
putting & few pennies in the club whenever Qhe coellegior
ceme round. The pennies put in by esach person were totalled
up at the end ef the year and Mr, Pertman doubled the amount

in eechi account. (43) The "penny clubs® spread far beyond

39. On whele parsgraph; Minute Boek of q.0.Vel,.8,f,.348,

40. Derset Friendly Seciet; iules DU.C.i.Chest Z,B0X 2,

41. Dorset Ceunty Chronicle, 20 -~ 7 - 1826;& 28 - 12 - 1826,
42, The Times 1 - 1 - lo27, \

43. _Dorset County Chronicle, 3 - 2 - 1831,
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Pertman's estates and there is & repert ef ene at Stalbridge
where the centributiens of the peer were augmented by a
public subscription and the fund was used te buy clethes for
the children. (44) In 1834, Okeden coemgented favourably

en these clubs which he said were ususlly intended te assist
in purchesing clethes er fuel, He theught that the poer
greetly prefered help given in this cencealed way to direct
charity, (45) and, mereever, it gave them a sense el deing
something fer themselves,

Anether agency threugh which the peer might help
themselves was the savings bank meovement, Between 1817 and
~1835 eleven such banks were established in the main tewns
of the county, It is impessible te say how many, if any, eof
the poer were able te make use of them, but they seem te have
had many smell accounts. The Derchester Bank in 1824 had
661 depesits and of these 277 were under £20, 191 were under
850 ana 103 under £100.(46) It seems prebable that these whe
benefitea mest from the savings banks Qere those wha were
Just abeve the peverty line, because their savings would
"keep them ofif the parish® in hard times,

Charities cof the past ana of the present, centributiens
and benefits; sevings end subsidies; all these added together
aid net invelve mere than a few theusand peunds every year
and therefere played a very miner part in selving the problem
ef peverty. Under the statutery system ef peer relief, h@wever,
a sum between &£75,000 and £120,000 wes expended in each year
alfter 1800 fer which figures are availble. The foundatien
el the eld peer lew was the statute (43 and 44 Bliz.c.2) ef
1601. (47) It placed the prime respensibility for the care ef
the poor en the perish - the enly ceurse possible at that time
since the state hea rebbed the church ef its capacity te
$ndertake the task, and was itself teo immature to perferm it.
The Act required %that the churchwardens ef every parish and
four, three er twoe substantial househelders there.... te be
neminasted yearly in Haster week,....under the hend and seal of

twe or mere justices ol the peace in the same county....shall

44, yorsct County Chrenicle,2y~ 1 - 1831,

45. FPeor lLew fepert 1634, Appenaix 4, p.20

46. §Sherberne Journal, 17. 12. 18.4,

47, wtatute 43 ena 44 Bliz., I c¢.2, cited froem Blend, Brewn
ana Tawney, inglish Bcenemic Uocuments ; PP.380-1
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be celled overseers of the poer .......end they er the greater
pert of them shall teke order frem time te time, by end with
the concent of twe or mere such justices of the peasce..... for
setting tc work of the children ci 21l such whose perents
shell not.....oe thought sble tec keep and meintein their
children; and also for setting to work all such persens....
heving no meens te meintein them, (er) use no erdinary and
deily trad te get their living by; and else te reise weekly
or otherwise by texation of every inhebitent, parsen, vicar
and other eny occupier ef lands, houses, tithes improyriste
end propriztions ef tithes, cosl mines or saleable underwoods
in the saia garish such competent sum and sums of meney as
they shall think fit, a convenient steck of ilax, hemp, weool
threed, iren and ether necessary ware end stuff to set the
poor en work, and alse cempetent sums el money for and tewards
the necessary relief eoif the lame, impetent, eld, blind and
such ether ameng them veing peer ana not eble to werk, and
alse fer putting out ef such children to be apprentices,cecse
which said churchwardens and eoverseers, or such eof them asg
shall not be let by sicknesser other Jjust excuse.,....shall
meet together at least ence every month in the church of the
seid perish,....t0 censider of some geod course te be taken and
ei some meet order to be set dewn in the premisesS.....”

The werx el the overseer, then, was éo levy a rate
on all the preperty in the parish and te use it to relieve
the peer of the parish. A threefeld appreach wes intended:
work wes tc be previded fer the unempleyed; maintenance and
education was to be provided fer the children of the peer by
apprenticeship'and relief was to be given to these whe by
reason oif age, infirmity ef afflictiocn were unable to work,
The "Settlement Act™ ef 1662 (22 Car.II c¢.12) added te these
duties that el protecting the parish from these whe had neo
cleims te its suppert. The 1601 statute was frequently
amended by Parliament, anu even mere Irequently and fundamentally
in the precess of administretion, The VWebbs put it thus:
"Between the statute boek and the actual administration ef
the perish efficers there was, in the eighteenth century,
nermally enly a casuel connection,"(48) Dr. karshall has
recently made the same peint when she wrote: ¥ Te understand

the Old Peer Law it is necessary to concentrate on administraticn

48, S. & B. Webb, English Poer Lew History, Vel.I, p.l49.
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