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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

Moated s i t e s w e r e n o t e d i n some n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y s t u d i e s , 

we re c l a s s i f i e d i n 1901 b y t h e E a r t h w o r k s Commit tee of t h e 

C o n g r e s s of A r c h a e o l o g i c a l S o c i e t i e s , a n d f e a t u r e d p r o m i n e n t l y 

i n m a n y of t h e c o u n t y e a r t h w o r k s u r v e y s p u b l i s h e d i n e a r l y 

vo lumes of t h e V i c t o r i a H i s t o r y of t h e C o u n t i e s of E n g l a n d . 

With t h e g r o w t h of m e d i e v a l a r c h a e o l o g y a f t e r t h e Second World 

War a n i n c r e a s i n g n u m b e r of s i t e s w a s e x c a v a t e d , a n d some 

p r e l i m i n a r y f i e l d s u r v e y s m a d e . S ince 1971, w h e n t h e Moated 

S i t e s R e s e a r c h Group w a s f o u n d e d , work h a s e x p a n d e d a n d 

become n a t i o n a l l y c o - o r d i n a t e d . ^ 

I n c r e a s i n g l y , a n d r i g h t l y , no t o n l y h a v e t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n , 

m o r p h o l o g y a n d t a x o n o m y of moa ted s i t e s b e e n s t u d i e d , b u t 

a l s o t h e i r p l a c e a n d r o l e w i t h i n t h e m e d i e v a l l a n d s c a p e . I t 

w a s t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e s e l a t t e r a s p e c t s t h a t w a s t h e 

p r i m a r y p u r p o s e of t h i s s t u d y . Only once t h e p l a c e of m o a t e d 

s i t e s w i t h i n t h e l a n d s c a p e i s f u l l y u n d e r s t o o d c a n t h e q u e s t i o n 

of t h e r e a s o n o r r e a s o n s f o r t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e m o a t s 

t h e m s e l v e s b e a p p r o a c h e d . 

I t soon became c l e a r , h o w e v e r , t h a t t h e m e d i e v a l l a n d s c a p e 

of H a m p s h i r e , w i t h i n w h i c h t h e m o a t s w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d , w a s 

a s much a n u n k n o w n q u a n t i t y a s w e r e t h e s i t e s t h e m s e l v e s . 

Whi ls t i t w a s i m p r a c t i c a b l e to i n v e s t i g a t e a l l t h e r e l e v a n t 

t h e m e s of i n t e r e s t , s e v e r a l of w h a t were c o n s i d e r e d to b e t h e 

most p e r t i n e n t w e r e s e l e c t e d f o r s t u d y . These i n c l u d e d t h e 

c h r o n o l o g y , a n d s o m e t h i n g of t h e n a t u r e of t h e economic e x p a n s i o n 

of t h e ' h i g h m i d d l e a g e s ' , a n d t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n of w e a l t h a n d 

p o p u l a t i o n a t t h i s t i m e . 

A d e t a i l e d s t u d y of t h e m e d i e v a l l a n d s c a p e of a g r o u p of e l e v e n 

p a r i s h e s a r o u n d t h e R i v e r L o d d o n , w h e r e i n t h e m a i n c o n c e n t r a t i o n 

of m o a t e d s i t e s w a s f o u n d , w a s a l s o u n d e r t a k e n . T h i s e x a m i n e d , 

in d e t a i l , t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p of t h e moa ted s i t e s t o t h e i r i m m e d i a t e 



s u r r o u n d i n g s , a n d t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s , a s much a s t h e y c o u l d 

be a s c e r t a i n e d , i n w h i c h t h e s i t e s w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d . 

The Coun ty of H a m p s h i r e 

The c o u n t y , a s d i s c u s s e d i n t h i s t h e s i s , i s t h e h i s t o r i c one 

of S o u t h a m p t o n s h i r e , i t s b o u n d a r i e s t h o s e w h i c h e x i s t e d b e f o r e 

t h e b o u n d a r y c h a n g e s of t h e l a t e r n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , a n d 

1974. In f a c t , a l t h o u g h i n t e r n a l l y m a n y s m a l l c h a n g e s w e r e 

made to c i v i l a n d e c c l e s i a s t i c a l p a r i s h e s , H a m p s h i r e ' s b o u n d a r y 

i t s e l f w a s l i t t l e a l t e r e d , a n d t h e p r e s e n t c o u n t y c l o s e l y 

c o r r e s p o n d s i n o u t l i n e a n d a r e a to t h e m e d i e v a l o n e . The 

I s l e of Wight w a s no t I n c l u d e d i n t h e s t u d y . 

S p a n n i n g t h e c e n t r a l p a r t of t h e c o u n t y i s r o l l i n g d o w n l a n d , 
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o v e r l y i n g t h e Upper C r e t a c e o u s C h a l k f o r m a t i o n ( f i g . 1 . 1 ) . 

Th i s r u n s a p p r o x i m a t e l y w e s t - n o r t h - w e s t t o e a s t - s o u t h - e a s t 

f rom H i g h c l e r e to F a r n h a m i n t h e n o r t h , a n d f r o m t h e T y t h e r l e y s , 

b e t w e e n S a l i s b u r y a n d W i n c h e s t e r , to Hambledon i n t h e s o u t h . 

The d o w n l a n d r e a c h e s o v e r 243m (800 f t ) to t h e n o r t h of t h e 

a r e a , w i t h h i g h g r o u n d a l s o l y i n g to t h e e a s t , n e a r A l t o n . 

Much of t h e C h a l k h a s o n l y a t h i n , f l i n t y , s o i l c o v e r , b u t 

i n b o t h t h e n o r t h - w e s t a n d t h e e a s t of t h e a r e a t h e r e a r e 

s p r e a d s of a b r o w n i s h c l a y e y o r s a n d y d e p o s i t w i t h f l i n t s 

a n d o c c a s i o n a l s a r s e n s . 

To t h e s o u t h of t h e C h a l k , i n t h e H a m p s h i r e B a s i n , a r e l a t e r , 

s o f t , s a n d y a n d c l a y e y T e r t i a r y r o c k s . To t h e wes t of 

S o u t h a m p t o n Water l i e s t h e New F o r e s t , a n d to t h e e a s t l a y 

t h e f o r e s t of B e r e . North of t h e C h a l k , on t h e e d g e of t h e 

London B a s i n , t h e s ame b a s i c f o r m a t i o n s p r o d u c e d a s i m i l a r 

p r e v a l e n c e of h e a t h l a n d , much of w h i c h s u r v i v e s t o d a y . 

To t h e e a s t of t h e c o u n t y , i n t h e Woolmer d i s t r i c t , some p r e -

C h a l k G r e e n s a n d s o c c u r . The Upper G r e e n s a n d , known l o c a l l y 

a s Malmstone a n d i n S u r r e y a s Mersham or B a r g a t e S t o n e , 

i s v i r t u a l l y t h e o n l y b u i l d i n g s t o n e f o u n d in H a m p s h i r e . 
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A Review of t h e L i t e r a t u r e : Med ieva l H a m p s h i r e 

S a d l y , H a m p s h i r e h a d n o g e n e r a l l a r g e - s c a l e h i s t o r y w r i t t e n 

u n t i l t h e 1860 ' s when W o o d w a r d ' s G e n e r a l H i s t o r y a p p e a r e d ; 

h e n c e t h e r e i s no s u c h c h a n c e to u t i l i z e t h e o b s e r v a t i o n s o f , 
4- 5 

s a y , a D u g d a l e or B r i d g e s , a s t h e m o d e r n - d a y W a r w i c k s h i r e 
o r N o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e h i s t o r i a n e n j o y s . L e l a n d ^ a n d C a m d e n , 
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a n d t h e s u b s e q u e n t e n l a r g e r s of h i s B r i t a n n i a , a l l m a k e 

p e r t i n e n t o b s e r v a t i o n s a b o u t t h e c o u n t y , a n d V a n c o u v e r ' s G e n e r a l 

View of t h e A f e i c u l t u r e of H a m p s h i r e (1810) i s a c r u c i a l s t a t e m e n t 

a b o u t t h e l a r g e l y u n i m p r o v e d l a n d s c a p e of t h e f i r s t y e a r s 

of t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

The c o u n t y i s f o r t u n a t e i n p o s s e s s i n g a c o m p l e t e d , a n d i n d e x e d , 

se t of t h e V i c t o r i a H i s t o r y (5 v o l s , a n d i n d e x , 1900-1914) . Whi ls t 

t h i s l a r g e l y i g n o r e s l a n d s c a p e a n d economic h i s t o r y , w h i c h 

a r e t o d a y g i v e n p r o m i n e n c e b y t h e H i s t o r y , t h e s e c t i o n s on 

' m a n o r ' a n d ' c h u r c h ' p r o v i d e i n v a l u a b l e b a s i c t e n u r i a l a n d 

c h r o n o l o g i c a l f r a m e w o r k s . 

L i t t l e s y s t e m a t i c p u b l i c a t i o n of p r i m a r y s o u r c e s h a s b e e n 

u n d e r t a k e n in H a m p s h i r e . Between 1889 a n d 1899 t h i r t e e n vo lumes 

were p r o d u c e d b y t h e H a m p s h i r e Record S o c i e t y . In r e c e n t 

y e a r s t h e c o u n t y ' s r e c o r d s h a v e a g a i n b e g u n to b e p u b l i s h e d , 

a n d f o u r vo lumes in t h e H a m p s h i r e Record S e r i e s h a v e so f a r 

a p p e a r e d . Only two of t h e P i p e Rol ls of t h e b i s h o p r i c of 
g 

W i n c h e s t e r h a v e been p u b l i s h e d , a l t h o u g h T i t o w ' s work h a s 
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made a v a i l a b l e b a s i c a g r i c u l t u r a l d a t a . Most of t h e r e m a i n i n g 

m a t e r i a l p u b l i s h e d h a s a p p e a r e d i n a s e c o n d a r y ro l e i n p a p e r s 

or v o l u m e s o f t e n d e v o t e d to a g e n e a ^ l o g i c a l o r p a r o c h i a l t h e m e . 

Both t h e r a n g e a n d q u a l i t y of t h e o r i g i n a l m a t e r i a l , a n d i t s 

p r e s e n t a t i o n J a r e p r e d i c t a b l y v a r i e d . 

In t e r m s of modern w o r k , t h e r e h a s b e e n a s t r i k i n g d i c h o t o m y 

of e f f o r t a n d e x p e n d i t u r e b e t w e e n u r b a n a n d r u r a l r e s e a r c h . 

P r o b a b l y no c o u n t y i n E n g l a n d h a s seen two s u c h a u g u s t , 

a n d l o n g te rm p r o j e c t s of u r b a n e x c a v a t i o n a n d d o c u m e n t a r y 

r e s e a r c h a s H a m p s h i r e h a s a t S o u t h a m p t o n a n d W i n c h e s t e r . 



From t h e v a r i o u s b o d i e s i n v o l v e d a g r o w i n g body of p u b l i s h e d 

m a t e r i a l i s e m e r g i n g , s h o w i n g t h e g r o w t h a n d d e v e l o p m e n t 

of t h e s e i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y - f a m o u s c e n t r e s . 

O c c a s i o n a l l y , a n d i n c i d e n t a l l y , t h i s work h a s t h r o w n l i g h t 

on t h e t o w n s ' r e l a t i o n s a n d i n t e r a c t i o n s w i t h t h e i r r u r a l 

h i n t e r l a n d s . ^ ^ But e s s e n t i a l l y , S o u t h a m p t o n a n d W i n c h e s t e r 

r e m a i n i s o l a t e d , w i t h t h e e x t e n t of t h e i r d e p e n d e n c e on t h e 

r e s t of t h e c o u n t y , a n d v i c e - v e r s a , u n e x p l o r e d . 

T h e r e h a v e b e e n e x c a v a t i o n s a n d a s s o c i a t e d r e s e a r c h on r u r a l 

s i t e s of t h e Middle Ages i n H a m p s h i r e . T h e s e , t h o u g h , h a v e 

g e n e r a l l y b e e n on s i t e s c h o s e n f o r r e a s o n s of i n t r i n s i c i n t e r e s t , 

o r c o n v e n i e n c e . As y e t t h e r e h a s no t b e e n a n i n t e g r a t e d 

p r o g r a m m e of r e s e a r c h on a n a r e a o f , o r g r o u p of s i t e s f r o m , 

m e d i e v a l r u r a l H a m p s h i r e , a l t h o u g h t h e Wessex A r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
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C o m m i t t e e ' s r e s e a r c h d e s i g n does o u t l i n e a p r o g r a m m e of 

work f o r t h e r e g i o n a s a w h o l e . 

A Review of t h e L i t e r a t u r e ; Moated S i t e s 

The s y s t e m a t i c s t u d y of t h e m o a t e d m a n o r , o r f r e e h o l d e r ' s 

d w e l l i n g , i s , w i t h a l i m i t e d n u m b e r of e x c e p t i o n s , a r e l a t i v e l y 

r e c e n t d e v e l o p m e n t w i t h i n t h e f i e l d of m e d i e v a l a r c h a e o l o g y , 

w h i c h i t s e l f h a s l a r g e l y e v o l v e d a s a n a c a d e m i c d i s c i p l i n e 

o n l y s i n c e t h e Second World W a r . L i t t l e w a s p u b l i s h e d b e f o r e 

t h e 1 9 6 0 ' s on moated m a n o r s , b u t s i n c e t h e n t h e r e h a s b e e n 

a s t e a d y i n c r e a s e i n t h e n u m b e r of a r t i c l e s , a n d r e c e n t l y e v e n 

monographs, p u b l i s h e d on t h e s u b j e c t r e f l e c t i n g t h e g r o w t h 

of i n t e r e s t i n t h i s t y p e of s i t e b y a c a d e m i c s , p r o f e s s i o n a l 

a r c h a e o l o g i s t s a n d l o c a l f i e l d w o r k e r s . Much of t h e work 

p u b l i s h e d i s , a s y e t , n e c e s s a r i l y c o n f i n e d to t h e n o t i n g a n d 

a c c u m u l a t i o n of r a w d a t a , a n d r e l a t i v e l y few s t u d i e s h a v e 

y e t p o s e d q u e s t i o n s of t h e a v a i l a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n , or t e s t e d 

mode ls a d v a n c e d b y o t h e r s . 
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Both A b e r g a n d B a r r y h a v e d i s c u s s e d t h e e a r l y l i t e r a t u r e 

on t h e s u b j e c t , t h e o n l y w o r k , o t h e r t h a n t h e v e r y p a r o c h i a l 



or t h e v e r y e x c e p t i o n a l , s u c h a s t h a t b y W i l l i a m s - F r e e m a n 

on H a m p s h i r e ^ , b e i n g t h e s e c t i o n s on a n c i e n t e a r t h w o r k s i n c l u d i n g 

' h o m e s t e a d m o a t s ' i n some of t h e e a r l y vo lumes of t h e V i c t o r i a 

H i s t o r y of t h e C o u n t i e s of E n g l a n d , a n d H a d r i a n A l l c r o f t ' s 

E a r t h w o r k s of E n g l a n d , p u b l i s h e d i n 1908. In t h i s m a g i s t e r i a l 

s u r v e y , AO p a g e s were d e v o t e d to ' m o a t e d h o m e s t e a d s ' , c o m b i n i n g 

m a n y p l a n s a n d d e s c r i p t i o n s of i n d i v i d u a l s i t e s w i t h a d i s c u s s i o n 

of t h e s i t e s ' d e r i v a t i o n . A l l c r o f t c o n s i d e r e d t h e m to b e t h e 

r e s u l t of t h e a d o p t i o n b y t h o s e of l ower s o c i a l s t a t u s of t h e 

s t y l e of t h e r e c t a n g u l a r m o a t e d c a s t l e , w h i c h , h e a r g u e d i n 

t u r n , w a s a n a t u r a l t y p o l o g i c a l p r o g r e s s i o n f r o m t h e mot te 

a n d b a i l e y , r a t h e r t h a n i t b e i n g a r e l a t i v e l y i n d e p e n d e n t 

d e s i g n t r a d i t i o n . T o d a y t h i s seems a v e r y m u c h o v e r - s i m p l i f i e d 
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v i e w , w i t h t h e i d e a s of M o n t e l i u s b e i n g c a r r i e d i n t o f i e l d s 

w h e r e t h e i r a p p l i c a t i o n h a s l i t t l e r e l e v a n c e , a l t h o u g h i t i s 

n o t i c e a b l e t h a t even t o d a y t a x o n o m i c c o n c e r n s a r e s t i l l u p p e r m o s t 

i n some s t u d i e s . 

A l l c r o f t to h i s c r e d i t , a l s o c o n s i d e r e d t h e s o c i a l a n d economic , 

a s we l l a s w h a t migh t be r e f e r r e d to a s t h e a r c h i t e c t u r a l , 

b a c k g r o u n d of moa ted s i t e s . His c o n c l u s i o n w a s t h a t t h e a p p e a r a n c e 

of moa ted h o m e s t e a d s w a s to be e q u a t e d w i t h t h e g r o w t h of " a n 

a g r i c u l t u r a l m i d d l e c l a s s " , t h e f r a n k l i n t y p e , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

d u r i n g t h e r e i g n of E d w a r d I (1272-1307) . He a l s o r e c o g n i z e d 

t h e p o t e n t i a l l i n k b e t w e e n t h e c i v i l d i s o r d e r of t h e t ime a n d 

m o a t s , c o n s i d e r i n g t h e p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t t h e y w e r e d u g in o r d e r 

to p r o v i d e a m e a s u r e of s e c u r i t y f o r t h e i r o c c u p i e r s . 

A l t h o u g h some s i t e s were e x c a v a t e d in t h e f o l l o w i n g d e c a d e s 

t h e work w a s g e n e r a l l y u n d e r t a k e n b y l o c a l a m a t e u r g r o u p s , 

a n d r a r e l y p r o d u c e d i n t e l l i g i b l e r e s u l t s , wh ich i s r e f l e c t e d 

i n t h e s t a n d a r d of s u c h r e p o r t s a s a p p e a r e d . I t w a s no t 

u n t i l t h e ( t h e n ) D e s e r t e d M e d i e v a l V i l l a g e R e s e a r c h Group ( s i n c e 

1972 M e d i e v a l V i l l a g e R e s e a r c h Group ) a n d t h e Soc i e ty f o r M e d i e v a l 

A r c h a e o l o g y b e g a n to e s t a b l i s h a n d r e f i n e t h e s t u d y of t h e 

m e d i e v a l p e r i o d ' s m a t e r i a l r e m a i n s i n t h e 1 9 5 0 ' s t h a t m o a t s 

were once a g a i n s e r i o u s l y c o n s i d e r e d , not on ly a s a s i t e - t y p e , 

b u t a l s o a s a n e lement i n t h e m e d i e v a l l a n d s c a p e . From 1957 



d a t a b e g a n to b e r e g u l a r l y p u b l i s h e d in t h e ' M a n o r s a n d Moa t s ' 

s e c t i o n of Med ieva l A r c h a e o l o g y , w h i c h s t i l l g i v e s a c o m p r e h e n s i v e 

a n n u a l s u r v e y of work u n d e r t a k e n . More d e t a i l e d r e p o r t s , a n d 

a l s o d i s c u s s i o n a r t i c l e s , now a p p e a r i n t h e a n n u a l r e p o r t s 

of t h e Moated S i t e s R e s e a r c h G r o u p , w h i c h w a s s e t u p I n 1971, 

a n d now s t i m u l a t e s a n d c o - o r d i n a t e s much of t h e work on m o a t s , 

a n d w h i c h i s g a t h e r i n g a n a t i o n a l c a r d i n d e x of moa ted s i t e s , 

r e c o r d i n g e a c h s i t e a s a n e a r t h w o r k . 

I n 1962, F . V . E m e r y , a n h i s t o r i c a l g e o g r a p h e r , s u r v e y e d t h e 

p r o b l e m ^ ^ , n o t i n g t h e v a r i o u s t h e o r i e s a d v a n c e d to e x p l a i n 

t h e d i g g i n g of moa t s a r o u n d m a n o r s i n t h e t h i r t e e n t h a n d f o u r t e e n t h 

c e n t u r i e s , a n d p r o d u c i n g a s imp le c h ^ o r o p l e t h m a p s h o w i n g t h e 

d i s t r i b u t i o n of s i t e s a s i t w a s t h e n known a c r o s s E n g l a n d . Whi l s t , 
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a s B a r r y n o t e s , h i s s o u r c e s were m a i n l y s e c o n d a r y , he d i d 

make two i m p o r t a n t o b s e r v a t i o n s . The f i r s t w a s t h a t in e a s t 

S u f f o l k , t h e Arden r e g i o n of W a r w i c k s h i r e a n d W o r c e s t e r s h i r e , 

t h e l ower S e v e r n v a l l e y a n d p a r t s of E s s e x , t h e m e d i e v a l 

e n c r o a c h m e n t i n t o t h e s u r v i v i n g w o o d l a n d l e f t a d i s t i n c t i v e 

p a t t e r n of n o n - n u c l e a t e d s e t t l e m e n t of w h i c h m o a t s w e r e a p a r t . 

His s econd p o i n t w a s t h a t t h e r e w a s a p o s s i b l e l i n k b e t w e e n 

l a n d t e n u r e , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e g r o w t h of s u b i n f e u d a t i o n , a n d 

t h e a p p e a r a n c e of a c l a s s of w e a l t h y f r e e h o l d e r s who d u g t h e 

m o a t s . N e i t h e r of t h e s e two p o i n t s w a s r e a l l y a new i d e a ; t h e y 

were c u l l e d f rom v a r i o u s p u b l i s h e d s t u d i e s , a n d i n d e e d r e a l l y 

r e p r e s e n t e d l i t t l e a d v a n c e f rom t h e i d e a s of A l l c r o f t o v e r h a l f -

a - c e n t u r y b e f o r e , b u t t h e i r r e - i t e r a t i o n w a s v e r y n e c e s s a r y . 

I n a l l , t h r e e m a j o r schemes h a v e b e e n p r o d u c e d f o r c l a s s i f y i n g 

m o a t s , a n d w h i l s t few s t u d i e s h a v e n o t e d a n y s i g n i f i c a n t 

d i s t r i b u t i o n a l d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n t h e t y p e s , e i t h e r g e o g r a p h i c a l l y , 

or c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y , most s t u d i e s s t i l l c o n s i d e r t h e t a x o n o m i c 

a s p e c t s of t h e s i t e or s i t e s in q u e s t i o n . The e a r l i e s t p u b l i s h e d 

scheme w a s t h a t d e v i s e d b y R o b e r t s ^ ^ . Whils t h e i n c l u d e d 

s e v e r a l minor c l a s s e s , d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e i r p h y s i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , 

h i s t h r e e m a j o r d i v i s i o n s were made on t h e b a s i s of a s i t e ' s 

p o s i t i o n i n g , w h e t h e r i t w a s on l e v e l g r o u n d , ' p e r c h e d ' on a 

v a l l e y s i d e , o r in t h e bot tom of a v a l l e y . In r e t r o s p e c t , t h i s 

w a s a u s e f u l c o n c e p t , a s i t d i d h e l p d r a w a t t e n t i o n to t h e 



p r e d o m i n a n t n u m b e r of m o a t s d e l i b e r a t e l y s i t e d to e n j o y a 

w a t e r s u p p l y to t h e i r m o a t s . More e l a b o r a t e s chemes w e r e 

f o r t h c o m i n g i n 1968 f rom T a y l o r , b a s e d on h i s work i n 

C a m b r i d g e s h i r e , ^ ^ a n d i n 1973 f rom Le P a t o u r e l i n h e r s u r v e y 

of Y o r k s h i r e ' s s i t e s , 2 0 t h e l a t t e r b e i n g a n e l a b o r a t i o n of t h e 

f o r m e r . Both were p r i m a r i l y b a s e d on c o n s i d e r a t i o n s of s i z e 

a n d s h a p e , w i t h a m e d i e v a l / p o s t - m e d i e v a l d i v i s i o n a l s o i n c l u d e d . 

The l a s t two d e c a d e s h a v e seen a n u m b e r of r e g i o n a l o r 

c o u n t y s t u d i e s s e e k i n g to e s t a b l i s h a more d e f i n i t e d i s t r i b u t i o n 

map f o r t h e i r a r e a s , a n d to d e f i n e t h e f a c t o r s w h i c h p r o d u c e d 

t h e o b s e r v e d p a t t e r n . In most c a s e s t h e s e f a c t o r s c a n be 

n e a t l y d i v i d e d i n t o two g r o u p s ; t h e e n v i r o n m e n t a l v a r i a b l e s , 

t h a t i s d i f f e r e n c e s in t h e s i t e s ' p l a c i n g s i n r e l a t i o n to so i l 

t y p e s , a l t i t u d e a n d w a t e r s u p p l y , a n d s e c o n d l y , t h o s e r e l a t e d 

p r i m a r i l y to t h e f i e l d of h u m a n g e o g r a p h y , p r i m a r i l y t h e s i t e s ' 

p l a c e s i n t h e m a n - m a d e l a n d s c a p e . 

One of t h e l o n g e s t m o n o g r a p h s y e t p u b l i s h e d , a n d c e r t a i n l y 

t h e most o f t e n r e f e r r e d t o , i s t h a t b y Mrs Le P a t o u r e l on The 

Moated S i t e s of Y o r k s h i r e (1973) . T h i s , i n a d d i t i o n to r e p o r t i n g 

on f o u r e x c a v a t i o n s , c o n t a i n e d a v a l u a b l e g a z e t t e e r of s i t e s 

i n t h e c o u n t y , d r a w i n g on t h e h i s t o r i c a l , a s w e l l a s t h e 

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l e v i d e n c e , a n d a l s o h a d u s e f u l b r i e f s e c t i o n s 

of a n a l y s i s a n d g e n e r a l d i s c u s s i o n . S t i l l b a s i c i s h e r s e c t i o n 

c o n s i d e r i n g t h e a v a i l a b l e e v i d e n c e f o r t h e d a t i n g of moa ted 

s i t e s . Amongst t h e c o n c l u s i o n s of t h e s t u d y w a s t h a t m o a t -

b u i l d i n g d i d not e x t e n d v e r y f a r down t h e s o c i a l s c a l e , a n d 

t h a t t y p o l o g y o f f e r e d few u s e f u l i n s i g h t s when t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n 

w a s a n a l y s e d . Moats were r a r e l y f o u n d off t h e c l a y , r e f l e c t i n g 

t h e d e s i r e f o r them a c t u a l l y to ho ld w a t e r , a s we l l a s t h e 

i m p r a c t i c a b i l i t y of d i g g i n g moa t s i n loose g r a v e l or s o l i d r o c k . 

The l a r g e s t n u m b e r w a s f o u n d a r o u n d t h e m a n o r s of Domesday 

v i l l s , a n d t h e r e w a s not t h e h i g h n u m b e r of m o a t e d a s s a r t 

f a r m s r e c o r d e d in o t h e r r e g i o n a l s t u d i e s . 

D u r i n g t h e p r e v i o u s y e a r T a y l o r h a d p u b l i s h e d a s t u d y of 
21 

C a m b r i d g e s h i r e ' s m o a t s , a g a i n n o t i n g t h e t e n d e n c y f o r t h e m 

to l i e close to a w a t e r s u p p l y , o f t e n a c t u a l l y i n a s t r e a m b e d . 



Whils t h i s g e n e r a l d i s t r i b u t i o n map r e v e a l e d l i t t l e i n t h e w a y 

of d i s t i n c t i v e g r o u p i n g s , a b s t r a c t i o n of t h o s e m o a t e d s i t e s 

i n a n i s o l a t e d s i t u a t i o n showed them to be a l m o s t e n t i r e l y 

c o n f i n e d t o w h a t , he a r g u e d , w e r e t h e f o r m e r f o r e s t e d a r e a s . 

Th i s s t r o n g l y s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e y were a s s a r t h o m e s t e a d s , 

a l t h o u g h R a c k h a m ' s work i n d i c a t e d t h a t i t w a s u n l i k e l y t h a t 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e s e h o l d i n g s a c t u a l l y i n v o l v e d w i d e s p r e a d 
22 

w o o d l a n d c l e a r a n c e . 

T h i s a s s o c i a t i o n o f , in p a r t i c u l a r , i s o l a t e d m o a t s w i t h a r e a s 

of l a t e , t h a t i s t h i r t e e n t h or f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y a s s a r t i n g a n d 

m a r g i n a l l a n d c l e a r a n c e , a d a p t a t i o n a n d s e t t l e m e n t , h a s b e e n 

no ted i n m a n y r e g i o n a l s t u d i e s . I n E s s e x , t h e most d e n s e l y 

moated c o u n t y i n E n g l a n d w i t h a n e s t i m a t e d 548 s i t e s , t h e 
23 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n of s i t e s in t h e n o r t h - w e s t i s a r g u e d b y Hedges 

to be l i n k e d w i t h t h e c l e a r a n c e i n t h e m e d i e v a l p e r i o d of t h e 

p a t c h y s u r v i v i n g w o o d l a n d i n t h a t p a r t of t h e c o u n t y . Many 

of t h e s i t e s l a y in a p e r i p h e r a l p a r t of t h e p a r i s h , r a t h e r 

t h a n a n o l d - e s t a b l i s h e d v i l l a g e c o r e , a n d a g a i n t h i s i s t y p i c a l 

of w h a t h a s b e e n f o u n d e l s e w h e r e . I n Mae lo r , f o r i n s t a n c e , 
24 

P r a t t n o t e d t h a t moa t s g e n e r a l l y o c c u r r e d a s p a r i s h - e d g e 

f e a t u r e s , w h e r e t h e e v i d e n c e i n d i c a t e s t h a t a s s a r t i n g w a s g o i n g 

on i n t h e f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . What i s not c l e a r i s w h y a r e a s 

w i th s i m i l a r e n v i r o n m e n t a l a n d p o l i t i c a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s in Mae lor 

to t h o s e w h e r e moa t s do a p p e a r no t to a l w a y s h a v e t h e m ; f e w , 

f o r i n s t a n c e , o c c u r in t h e m i d d l e Dee v a l l e y , t h e u p p e r S e v e r n 

or t h e v a l e of C l w y d . A g a i n , t h i s i s not a p r o b l e m c o n f i n e d 

to one p a r t i c u l a r a r e a , a n d o t h e r c o m m e n t a t o r s h a v e s i m i l a r l y 

d r a w n a t t e n t i o n to s u r p r i s i n g l y b l a n k a r e a s i n t h e i r d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

The most d e t a i l e d a n d r i g o r o u s s e r i e s of s t u d i e s h a s b e e n t h a t 

by R o b e r t s , on t h e Arden r e g i o n of W a r w i c k s h i r e , w h i c h f i r s t 
2S 

b e g a n to a p p e a r i n 1965. I n 1968 he p u b l i s h e d t h e f i r s t 

d e t a i l e d s t u d y of t h e p a r i s h of T a n w o r t h , in t h e h e a r t of t h e 

Arden f o r e s t , w h i c h h a s e x c e p t i o n a l l y good s u r v i v i n g c h a r t e r 

e v i d e n c e B y 1202, when T a n w o r t h emerged a s a n i n d e p e n d e n t 

p a r i s h , t h e n o r t h e r n t h i r d of t h e p a r i s h h a d a l r e a d y b e e n 

s u b i n f e u d a t e d some t w e n t y y e a r s b e f o r e ; i t w a s a p p a r e n t l y 

t h i s g r a n t w h i c h m a r k e d t h e s t a r t of a d e t e r m i n e d a t t a c k on 
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t h e w o o d l a n d w h i c h w a s to l a s t u n t i l c . 1 2 5 0 . D u r i n g t h i s 

t ime f a r m s were e s t a b l i s h e d a w a y f rom t h e s e t t l e m e n t n u c l e u s . 

I n t h e f o l l o w i n g h a l f - c e n t u r y , i n t o t h e e a r l y f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , 

a c l a s s of s m a l l l a n d o w n e r s e m e r g e d , f r e e m e n who e n l a r g e d 

t h e i r h o l d i n g s b y b u y i n g out s m a l l e r l a n d o w n e r s , somet imes 

t h e s e c o n c e n t r a t e d h o l d i n g s becoming s u b - m a n o r s . T h i s w a s 

when t h e d i s p e r s e d s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n f u l l y d e v e l o p e d , w i t h 

s m a l l g r o u p s of f r e e h o l d e r s e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e m s e l v e s a t a c r o s s r o a d s 

o r o t h e r s u i t a b l e p o i n t . As l i k e l y a s not in t h i s p e r i o d a n 

Arden f r e e h o l d e r ' s f a r m s t e a d wou ld be m o a t e d . 

I n h i s most r e c e n t p a p e r on t h e s u b j e c t R o b e r t s h a s d e v e l o p e d 

t h e theme of l o r d s h i p d i f f e r e n c e s b e i n g t h e r e a s o n why w i t h i n 

Arden t h e n u m b e r a n d d e n s i t y of s i t e s w i t h i n p a r i s h e s e x h i b i t s 

s u c h v a r i a t i o n , a s i m i l a r i r r e g u l a r i t y b e i n g a p p a r e n t a m o n g s t 
27 

t h e m a n o r s of s i n g l e g r e a t e s t a t e s . He no ted t h a t t h e p e r c e n t a g e 

of m a n o r s h e l d i n demesne b y t h e t e n a n t s - i n - c h i e f d r a s t i c a l l y 

d e c l i n e d b e t w e e n 1086 a n d 1350, r e s u l t i n g in a n e x t r e m e l y 

f r a g m e n t e d p a t t e r n of l a n d h o l d i n g . Moreover , t h i s w a s t h e 

t ime when l a r g e n u m b e r s of i n d i v i d u a l l a n d g r a n t s w e r e b e i n g 

made b y c h a r t e r , f u r t h e r d i v i d i n g u p t h e l a n d s c a p e , i n w h a t 
28 

Rober t s d e s c r i b e s a s a " f e v e r of a c t i v i t y " . 

Notab le s t u d i e s h a v e a l s o b e e n made of some of t h e Welsh s i t e s , 
29 

a n d of t h o s e of s o u t h - e a s t I r e l a n d b y B a r r y . T h i s l a t t e r s t u d y , 

w h i l s t a l l o w i n g t h a t some moa t s were a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e mid 

t h i r t e e n t h - c e n t u r y d e f o r e s t a t i o n movement a n d t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t 

of f r e e h o l d a s s a r t m a n o r s , a l s o d e m o n s t r a t e d t h a t t h e y w e r e 

a r e s p o n s e to p o l i t i c a l f a c t o r s . I t w a s f o u n d t h a t t h e y w e r e 

a s i t e - t y p e l i m i t e d to t h e a r e a of Ang lo -Norman s e t t l e m e n t , 

t h e r e b e i n g a p a r t i c u l a r l y h i g h c o n c e n t r a t i o n of s i t e s in t h e 

t h i n l y p o p u l a t e d b o r d e r a r e a b e t w e e n t h e c o l o n i s t s a n d t h e 

i n d i g e n o u s I r i s h . One of t h e few c o n t e m p o r a r y d o c u m e n t s f o u n d 

b y B a r r y r e l a t i n g to moa ted s i t e s r a t h e r c o n f i r m e d t h e i m p r e s s i o n 

g i v e n by t h i s d i s t r i b u t i o n a l e v i d e n c e , t h a t moa t s w e r e b u i l t 

to g i v e some m e a s u r e of p r o t e c t i o n to t h e p e r s o n s a n d goods 

of t h e o c c u p i e r s a g a i n s t r a i d i n g I r i s h b a n d s . U n d e r t h e y e a r s 

1282/3 a n d 1283/4 for t h e Bigod m a n o r of ' B a l l y c o n n o r ' comes , 

in t h e a c c o u n t s r o l l s , f i r s t l y a r e f e r e n c e to t h e d i g g i n g of a 
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m o a t , a n d , in t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r , n o t i c e t h a t o x e n h a d b e e n 
30 

s t o l e n f r o m t h e m a n o r . S u b s e q u e n t l y , a t l e a s t some of t h e 

oxen were k e p t i n s i d e t h e m o a t . 

S i m i l a r c o n c l u s i o n s h a v e b e e n r e a c h e d b y S p u r g e o n i n h i s r e v i e w 

a r t i c l e on t h e moated s i t e s of Wales , 80 c e r t a i n a n d 50 p o s s i b l e 

s i t e s b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d , m a i n l y a l o n g t h e b o r d e r l o w l a n d s a n d 
31 

t h e s o u t h e r n s e a b o a r d . He shows t h a t " p o l i t i c a l l y a n d 
32 

c u l t u r a l l y t h e i r s e t t i n g i s c l e a r l y E n g l i s h " , m o a t s p r o b a b l y 

b e i n g o c c u p i e d e i t h e r b y t h e E n g l i s h , o r p r o m i n e n t Welsh 

s u p p o r t e r s of E n g l a n d i n t h e p e r i o d b e t w e e n t h e E d w a r d i a n 

s e t t l e m e n t a n d t h e r e v o l t of G l y n d w r (1284-1400) . A g a i n m o a t s 

a p p e a r to h a v e been i n t e n d e d to f u l f i l a d e f e n s i v e r o l e g u a r d i n g 

a g a i n s t t h e a c t i v i t i e s of t h e r e s u r g e n t Welsh . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

d i s t r i b u t i o n a l c o n c e n t r a t i o n s a r e a g a i n v i s i b l e , a p p a r e n t l y 

r e s u l t i n g f rom t h e p r a c t i c e of s u b i n f e u d a t i o n , o r l o c a l a s s a r t i n g , 
33 

a s s u g g e s t e d f o r M a e l o r . 

S e v e r a l s t u d i e s h a v e a l s o n o t e d how t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f , p a r t i c u l a r l y , 

t h e C i s t e r c i a n s a n d s i m i l a r r e f o r m e d r e l i g i o u s o r d e r s c o u l d 

l e a d to t h e a l t e r a t i o n t o , o r t h e c r e a t i o n of , w h e r e nond existed 

b e f o r e , a p e c u l i a r form of b o t h m a n o r , a n d m a n o r i a l s y s t e m . In 

I r e l a n d , B a r r y no ted t h a t t h e r e w e r e g r o u p s of C i s t e r c i a n g r a n g e s 
O / 

w h e r e t h e c e n t r a l b u i l d i n g s , t h e a c t u a l g r a n g e s , w e r e f o r t i f i e d . 

I n E n g l a n d , P i a t t h a s a l r e a d y s h o w n , i n The M o n a s t i c G r a n g e 

in Med ieva l E n g l a n d (1969) t h a t a moat w a s o f t e n one of t h e 

p r i m a r y f e a t u r e s of a g r a n g e , p a r t i c u l a r l y when t h e g r o u n d w a s 
35 

w e t . I n Wales , t h e not i n f r e q u e n t m o a t i n g of t h e d w e l l i n g s 

of t h e c l e r g y h a s b e e n r e m a r k e d o n , a n d ' p a r s o n a g e m o a t ' 

p e r s i s t s a s a s i t e - n a m e i n s e v e r a l i n s t a n c e s . I n a l l t h e s e 

c a s e s i t may b e a r g u e d t h a t more t h a n a n a u r a of s a n c t i t y w a s 

f e l t n e c e s s a r y to p r o t e c t t h e r e l i g i o u s , i n m a n y c a s e s t h e r i c h e s t 

of t h e l o c a l f a r m e r s . S e v e r a l s t u d i e s h a v e shown how t h e 

c r e a t i o n of m o n a s t i c e s t a t e s i n a r e a s of w a s t e l a n d , a n d t h e 

e r a d i c a t i o n of l o c a l r i g h t s of common, c o u l d l e a d to much i l l -
37 

f e e l i n g , a n d i n some i n s t a n c e s v i o l e n t a c t i o n . 

I n t h e o l d e r s e t t l e d a r e a s of E n g l a n d , p a r t i c u l a r l y w h e r e o p e n -

f i e l d s y s t e m s w e r e f o u n d , t h e r e w a s o f t e n l i t t l e u n e x p l o i t e d 
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a g r i c u l t u r a l p o t e n t i a l e v e n in 1086. Hence r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e 

a s s a r t i n g went on l a t e r , a n d w h a t t h e r e w a s , w a s g e n e r a l l y 

p i e c e m e a l r a t h e r t h a n on a l a r g e s c a l e , wh ich m e a n t t h a t few 

f r e e h o l d a s s a r t f a r m s were c r e a t e d . Where t h e y do a p p e a r 

t h e y a r e o f t e n m o a t e d , b u t n u m e r i c a l l y , moa ts a r e f a r more 

p r e v a l e n t a r o u n d a n c i e n t m a n o r s , i n t h e n u c l e a t e d s e t t l e m e n t s 

t h e m s e l v e s . T h i s , f o r i n s t a n c e , i s t h e i m p r e s s i o n w h i c h B a k e r 

h a d of B e d f o r d s h i r e ' s moa ted s i t e s , a n d m a n y of t h e a d j o i n i n g 

c o u n t y of N o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e ' s moa t s were a r o u n d Domesday 
39 m a n o r s . 

T h e r e f o r e , t h e work so f a r u n d e r t a k e n i n d i c a t e s t h a t a t l e a s t 

t h r e e b r o a d g r o u p s of s i t e s w h e r e moa t s a r e f o u n d c a n be 

d e f i n e d ; o l d - e s t a b l i s h e d m a n o r s , l a t e l y - c r e a t e d f r e e h o l d f a r m s 

or m a n o r s i n m a r g i n a l a r e a s , a n d c o l o n i s t h o m e s t e a d s i n 

t h r e a t e n e d b o r d e r z o n e s . These g r o u p s a r e no t m u t u a l l y e x c l u s i v e , 

a n d m a n y s i t e s do not f i t c l e a r l y i n t o a n y of t h e m ; t h e y s e r v e 

o n l y to show how g e n e r a l t h e phenomenon of m o a t i n g w a s . Whi ls t 

i n e a c h c a s e i t i s p o s s i b l e to i d e n t i f y w i t h some d e g r e e of 

c e r t a i n t y t h e p e r i o d when moa t s w e r e b e i n g d u g , a n d b y whom, 

i n only t h e l a s t c a s e , t h a t of t h e b o r d e r c o l o n i s t s i n I r e l a n d 

a n d Wales , c a n a r e a s o n f o r t h e d i g g i n g of a moa t be r e a d i l y 

a s c r i b e d . Here t h e y were a l m o s t c e r t a i n l y f u n c t i o n a l , d e f e n s i v e , 

f e a t u r e s . 

S a d l y , w h e r e c o m m e n t a t o r s h a v e i n t h e p a s t s o u g h t to e x p l a i n 

why so m a n y of t h e p r o p e r t y o w n i n g c l a s s e s w e n t to t h e no t 

i n c o n s i d e r a b l e e x p e n s e or e f f o r t of d i g g i n g a m o a t , m a n y h a v e 

done so w i t h o u t e m b r a c i n g t h e p r i n c i p l e s e x p r e s s e d b y 

O . G . S . C r a w f o r d . He w r o t e , "As r e g a r d s moa ted s i t e s , 1 h a v e 

a l w a y s f e l t w h a t w a n t e d d o i n g most w a s to e s t a b l i s h w h a t 

m a n n e r of p e o p l e l i v e d in t h e m , a n d w h a t w a s t h e i r p l a c e 

in t h e s o c i a l o r d e r . " The H u r s t s a r g u e d t h a t m o a t s w e r e 

a r e s p o n s e to t h e c l i m a t i c d e t e r i o r a t i o n of t h e l a t e r m e d i e v a l 

p e r i o d , a m e a s u r e d e s i g n e d to r a i s e t h e d w e l l i n g s of t h e l e s s e r 

a r i s t o c r a c y c l e a r of i n c r e a s i n g l y wet u n d e r f o o t c o n d i t i o n s . 

S e v e r a l w r i t e r s h a v e p o i n t e d ou t t h e e s s e n t i a l f l a w s in t h i s 

a r g u m e n t , t h a t t h e m o a t i n g movement w a s wel l u n d e r w a y b e f o r e 

t h e o n s e t of t h e w o r s e n i n g w e a t h e r , a n d t h a t i n most c a s e s 
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moa t s were d e l i b e r a t e l y s i t e d to be a s c lose t o w a t e r 

a s p o s s i b l e , in o r d e r to e n s u r e t h a t t h e y h a d s t a n d i n g 

w a t e r i n t h e m . I t h a s e v e n b e e n s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e y 

were d u g in o r d e r to e n s u r e a r e a d y s u p p l y of w a t e r , f o r 

d r i n k i n g , or f i r e f i g h t i n g , o r to a c t a s a f i s h p o n d a r o u n d 
42 

t h e h o u s e . C e r t a i n l y , in some c a s e s , m o a t s d i d s e r v e 

i n c i d e n t a l l y in t h i s l a t t e r c a p a c i t y , a n d Mrs . Le P a t o u r e l 
/ O 

q u o t e d s e v e r a l e x a m p l e s i n h e r 1973 g a z e t t e e r . Qui te 

how c o m p a t i b l e t h e i d e a of moa t s a s domes t i c w a t e r s o u r c e s 

i s w i t h t h a t of them a s s e w a g e r e p o s i t o r i e s i s u n c l e a r . 

Emery a r g u e d t h a t t h e y wou ld s e r v e to k e e p o u t d a n g e r o u s 

p r e d a t o r s l i k e w o l v e s , a s we l l a s me re ly g a s t r o n o m i c a l l y 

r a p a c i o u s d e e r . 

G e n e r a l l y , t h o u g h , o p i n i o n h a s f a v o u r e d t h e t h e o r y a d v a n c e d 

most r e c e n t l y b y C h r i s t o p h e r T a y l o r , who a r g u e d i n h i s s t u d y 

of C a m b r i d g e s h i r e s i t e s t h a t moa t s were m e r e l y a f a s h i o n a b l e 

a d d i t i o n to m a n o r s , a symbol of n e w l y - a c q u i r e d w e a l t h 

a n d i n d e p e n d e n c e , t h e b u i l d e r s " i m i t a t i n g t h e h i g h e r r a n k s 

of c o n t e m p o r a r y s o c i e t y , a s we l l a s f o l l o w i n g i n t h e f o o t s t e p s 

of t h e i r a n c e s t o r s . " 

R e c e n t l y , h o w e v e r , P i a t t h a s g i v e n r e n e w e d p r o m i n e n c e to 

A l l c r o f t ' s t h e o r y , w h i c h , if i t w e r e a c c e p t e d w o u l d mean 

t h a t m o a t s wou ld once more h a v e to b e c o n s i d e r e d a s 

d e l i b e r a t e d e f e n s i v e a d d i t i o n s to p r o p e r t i e s . He c o n s i d e r s 

t h a t t h e y were a r e s p o n s e to t h e a p p a r e n t l y i n c r e a s i n g 

i n a b i l i t y of t h e Crown to d e a l w i t h t h e d e c l i n e i n c i v i l l a w 

a n d o r d e r , a d e c l i n e t h a t w a s n o t i c e d b y c o n t e m p o r a r i e s b y 

t h e 1 2 9 0 ' s , b u t w h i c h may h a v e b e g u n r a t h e r e a r l i e r . 

Those p o s s e s s e d of some w e a l t h were t a k i n g s t e p s , a c c o r d i n g 

to P i a t t ' s a r g u m e n t , to e n s u r e t h e y k e p t i t / ^ 

The d i f f i c u l t y i s t h a t w h i l s t m e d i e v a l d o c u m e n t s may 

o c c a s i o n a l l y r e c o r d t h a t a moat w a s b e i n g d u g , t h e y do 

n o t , b y t h e i r v e r y n a t u r e , e x p l a i n why t h i s w a s b e i n g 

d o n e . 



1/; 

S o u r c e s : Med ieva l H a m p s h i r e 

Af t e r t h e Domesday s u r v e y of 1086, t h e b e s t a v a i l a b l e e d i t i o n 

f o r H a m p s h i r e b e i n g t h a t of J . H . R o u n d i n t h e V i c t o r i a 

Coun ty H i s t o r y , t h e f i r s t s u r v i v i n g c o u n t y - w i d e s u r v e y 

w h i c h i n c l u d e s d a t a p o s s i b l y c a p a b l e of r e v e a l i n g r e g i o n a l 

w e a l t h l e v e l s i s t h e 1291 E c c l e s i a s t i c a l T a x a t i o n of Pope 

N i c h o l a s IV.^^ 

S a d l y , t h e r e t u r n s f o r t h e s u r v e y i n i t i a t e d by E d w a r d 1 i n 

1279, t h e p r o d u c t s of w h i c h a r e g e n e r a l l y k n o w n a s t h e 

H u n d r e d Rol l s , w h i c h w a s a t t h a t t ime t h e most g e n e r a l a n d 

d e t a i l e d i n q u i s i t i o n y e t u n d e r t a k e n i n t o l a n d t e n u r e , do no t 
/g 

s u r v i v e f o r H a m p s h i r e . I t i s not e v e n k n o w n if t h e s u r v e y 
50 

w a s u n d e r t a k e n in t h e c o u n t y ; if Ur ry i s r i g h t , t h a t o n l y 

t h e Oxfo rd a n d C a m b r i d g e h a d e n o u g h l i t e r a t e c l e r k s to f u l f i l 

t h e k i n g ' s w i s h e s , t h e n t h e r e i g n of H e n r y I I may h a v e 

p r o v i d e d t h e r e a s o n why H a m p s h i r e too may n o t h a v e b e e n 

c o v e r e d . Th i s w a s t h e p e r i o d when much of t h e g o v e r n m e n t a l 

b o d y moved f rom W i n c h e s t e r to W e s t m i n s t e r , d e p r i v i n g t h e 

c o u n t y of t h e s e r v i c e s of a l a r g e b o d y of m e n , t r a i n e d i n 

t h e a r t s of c o m p i l i n g o f f i c i a l l i s t s a n d s u r v e y s . P o s s i b l y 

John of Bo t l ey , Wil l iam G e r b e r g e a n d Roger of L e c k f o r d , 

a p p o i n t e d b y t h e k i n g to e n q u i r e i n t o e a c h t e n e m e n t i n 
SI 

H a m p s h i r e a n d W i l t s h i r e , s i m p l y c o u l d not f i n d e n o u g h 

c l e r k s to r e c o r d t h e i n f o r m a t i o n . 
The m e c h a n i c s of t h e 1291 t a x a t i o n , t h e o r e t i c a l l y a t a x of 

a t e n t h on t h e s p i r i t u a l i t i e s a n d t e m p o r a l i t i e s of t h e c l e r g y , 
52 

a r e r e a s o n a b l y we l l k n o w n , p a r t i c u l a r l y b e c a u s e 

e x c e p t i o n a l l y f u l l r e t u r n s s u r v i v e f o r t h e d i o c e s e s of 
53 

H e r e f o r d , C o v e n t r y a n d L i c h f i e l d , a n d t h e Welsh M a r c h e s . 

All t h a t s u r v i v e f o r t h e a r c h d e a n e r y of W i n c h e s t e r a r e t h e 

l i s t s of t o t a l s a s s e s s e d a n d p a i d , when t h i s e x c e e d e d a minimum 

f i g u r e . Where i t d i d n o t , no r e c o r d of t h e c h u r c h e s a p p e a r s . 

The t a x i s d i f f i c u l t to u s e a s a g u i d e to w e a l t h o r i t s 

a g r i c u l t u r a l b a s i s ; not t h e l e a s t of t h e p r o b l e m s i s t h a t o n l y 

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l income w a s c o n s i d e r e d , a n d t h a t t h i s i t s e l f w a s 

made u p of a n u n d e f i n e d r a n g e of c o n t r i b u t i o n s i n e a c h c a s e . 
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The v a l u e s r e c o r d e d i n 1291 w e r e , h o w e v e r , u s e d a s a b a s i s 

b y t h e c o m p i l e r s of t h e I n q u i s i t i o n s of t h e N i n t h (Nona rum 

I n q u i s i t i o n a s ) of 1342, a n d d i s c r e p a n c i e s b e t w e e n e a r l i e r 

a n d l a t e r t o t a l s h a d to be a c c o u n t e d f o r . F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e 

d e t a i l e d a s s e s s m e n t s of 1342 show t h e c o n s t i t u e n t f i g u r e s 

c o n t r i b u t i n g to t h e t o t a l . T h e r e f o r e , t h e t a x p r e s e n t s t h e 

p o s s i b i l i t y of a l l o w i n g s t a t e m e n t s to be made no t o n l y a b o u t 

d i f f e r i n g c o u n t r y a n d c o u n t y - w i d e w e a l t h l e v e l s , b u t a l s o , 

a s t h e wool a n d c o r n t i t h e s were u s u a l l y r e c o r d e d s e p a r a t e l y , 

v a r y i n g e m p h a s i s on a r a b l e a n d p a s t o r a l f a r m i n g . The t a x 

h a s a l s o b e e n u s e d to i n v e s t i g a t e t h e r e l a t i v e p r o d u c t i v i t y 

of d i f f e r i n g so i l t y p e s , a s t h e a c r e a g e c o n t r i b u t i n g to t o t a l s 
55 

w a s somet imes g i v e n . 

T h e o r e t i c a l l y , h o w e v e r , t h e v a r i o u s l a y s u b s i d i e s a r e of g r e a t e r 

v a l u e , l a r g e l y b e c a u s e t h e i n i t i a l s a m p l e , t h a t i s t h e n u m b e r 

of u n i t s t a x e d , w a s so much g r e a t e r . They a l s o o f f e r t h e 

p o s s i b i l i t y of o b t a i n i n g a more c o n t r o l l e d a n d s t a n d a r d i z e d 

i m p r e s s i o n of l a y w e a l t h a n d p o p u l a t i o n l e v e l s . The 1334 
56 

s u b s i d y w a s s t u d i e d a c r o s s t h e whole c o u n t r y b y G l a s s c o c k , 

a n d h i s p r i n t e d l i s t s , g i v i n g t h e t o t a l s f o r e a c h t a x e d s e t t l e m e n t 

u n i t , h a v e h e r e b e e n m a p p e d in d e t a i l f o r t h e c o u n t y . Of 
57 

g r e a t e r p o t e n t i a l w a s t h e 1327 s u b s i d y , a s t h i s n o t e d t h e 

a m o u n t s p a i d b y i n d i v i d u a l s t o w a r d s t h e t o t a l f o r e a c h a s s e s s e d 

s e t t l e m e n t , a n d h e n c e a l l o w s a t l e a s t b r o a d g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s 

to be m a d e a b o u t p o p u l a t i o n l e v e l s a n d w e a l t h - s t r u c t u r e a c r o s s 

H a m p s h i r e a t t h i s t i m e . 

The l a y s u b s i d i e s , e s p e c i a l l y t h a t of 1327, w e r e a l s o u s e d 

to c o n s t r u c t m a p s s h o w i n g w h e r e s e t t l e m e n t s w e r e c o n s i d e r e d 
58 

to be i n t h e f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . The Nomina V i l l a r u m , 

c o n t a i n i n g a l i s t of v i l l s and t h e i r l o r d s , d r a w n u p in 1316 

a s t h e b a s i s f o r t h e l e v y of t h a t y e a r , w a s a l s o c o n s i d e r e d 

i n t h i s c o n t e x t , u s e f u l c o m p a r i s o n s b e i n g p o s s i b l e w i t h t h e 

l a t e e l e v e n t h c e n t u r y s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n i n d i c a t e d b y D o m e s d a y . 

I t i s c l e a r t h o u g h t h a t t h e n a m i n g of a v i l l w a s c o n f i r m a t i o n 

of no more t h a n i t s r o l e a s a n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e , o r t a x a t i o n 

u n i t , no t t h a t i t p o s s e s s e d c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s w h i c h a mode rn 
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g e o g r a p h e r wou ld deem n e c e s s a r y f o r i t to b e c o n s i d e r e d a 

v i l l a g e , or a n y o t h e r k i n d of n u c l e a t e d s e t t l e m e n t . G e n e r a l 

p r e l i m i n a r y work a c r o s s H a m p s h i r e , c o u p l e d w i t h d e t a i l e d 

work i n t h e s t u d y a r e a , c o n f i r m e d t h i s , a n d showed t h e p r o b a b l e 

v a r i e t y of s e t t l e m e n t f o r m s p r e s e n t i n t h e m e d i e v a l l a n d s c a p e . 

For H a m p s h i r e , one of t h e most v a l u a b l e s e r i e s of r e c o r d s 

of a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n i n t h e l a t e r t w e l f t h , t h i r t e e n t h 

a n d f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s i s t h e P i p e Rol ls of t h e b i s h o p r i c 
59 

of W i n c h e s t e r . T i t o w ' s t a b u l a t i o n s of d a t a e x t r a c t e d f r o m 

t h e s e w e r e u s e d a s t h e b a s i s f o r a d e t a i l e d e x a m i n a t i o n of 

p r o d u c t i o n on t h e b i s h o p s ' H a m p s h i r e m a n o r s . They a l l o w e d 

t h e a m o u n t of l a n d i n c u l t i v a t i o n a n d p r o d u c t i o n l e v e l s to 

b e e x a m i n e d on a n i n t r a - c o u n t y b a s i s , a c c o r d i n g to p h y s i c a l 

z o n e s . L imi ted a m p l i f i c a t i o n a n d e x p a n s i o n of t h e s e 

c o n c l u s i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h r e g a r d to t h e p r o g r e s s of t h e 

a s s a r t i n g movement , w a s p o s s i b l e t h r o u g h an e x a m i n a t i o n 

of t h e c o u n t y ' s r o y a l f o r e s t s , a n d c e r t a i n m&Aiorial r e c o r d s . 

The g r o w t h of u r b a n c e n t r e s w a s a l s o c o n s i d e r e d . A g e n e r a l 

s u r v e y of t h e m e d i e v a l t o w n s of H a m p s h i r e h a s y e t t o a p p e a r , 

d e s p i t e t h e e x t e n s i v e work on W i n c h e s t e r a n d S o u t h a m p t o n , 

b y B e r e s f o r d on t h e new t o w n s of t h e Bishop of W i n c h e s t e r 

a n d t h e p r e l i m i n a r y s u r v e y b y H u g h e s of t h e s m a l l t o w n s 

of t h e c o u n t y O f p a r t i c u l a r r e l e v a n c e to t h i s s t u d y w a s 

t h e e v i d e n c e of economic e x p a n s i o n , of a g r o w t h i n l o c a l 

m a r k e t economies d e a l i n g i n s u r p l u s p r o d u c e , r a t h e r t h a n 

t h e p h y s i c a l m a n i f e s t a t i o n s of t h i s i n s u c h t h i n g s a s town 

p l a n s a n d m a r k e t p l a c e s . M a r k e t a n d f a i r g r a n t s w e r e s een 

a s t h e most o b j e c t i v e w a y i n w h i c h t h i s t r e n d c o u l d b e p l o t t e d . 

As w i t h most s t u d i e s of t h i s s u b j e c t t h e s t a r t i n g p o i n t w a s 

t h e i n v a l u a b l e i n d e x of m a r k e t a n d f a i r g r a n t s , a t t h e P u b l i c 

Record Of f i ce i n L o n d o n . T h i s i s a c o m p r e h e n s i v e g u i d e to 

a l l t h e g r a n t s r e c o r d e d i n t h e C h a r t e r , C lose , P a t e n t a n d 

Fine and Oblata rolls of the Chancery. Both national government 

r e c o r d s a n d i n d i v i d u a l l o c a l s o u r c e s were u s e d i n t h e s u r v e y 

a n d s t u d y of t h e c o u n t y ' s moa ted s i t e s . 
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The v a l u e of i n q u i s i t i o n s p o s t - m o r t e m , a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e 

a t t a c h e d e x t e n t s , c o m p i l e d on t h e d e a t h of a t e n a n t - i n -

ch ie f to e s t a b l i s h t h e r i g h t s a n d p o s s e s s i o n s h e h a d h e l d , 

h a s o f t e n b e e n n o t e d . Le P a t o u r e l , f o r i n s t a n c e , h a s 

d e m o n s t r a t e d how t h e s e c a n be of g r e a t u s e i n e s t a b l i s h i n g 

t h e e x i s t e n c e of a moat ,^^ a n d t h e i r p o t e n t i a l f o r t h e s t u d y 

of t h e l a y o u t of m a n o r i a l c o m p l e x e s h a s l o n g b e e n r e a l i z e d . 

However , t h e n u m b e r of e x t e n t s w h i c h h a d d e t a i l s of d e m e s n e 

b u i l d i n g s w a s f o u n d to be v e r y low in t h i s s t u d y . E a c h 

e x t e n t f o r a moa ted s i t e i n t h e Loddon s t u d y a r e a w a s 

e x a m i n e d n o n e c o n t a i n e d d e t a i l s of t h e m a n o r i a l b u i l d i n g s . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , E .Dodds t r a n s c r i b e d a l l t h e i n q u i s i t i o n s p o s t -

mortem r e l a t i n g to t h e d e s e r t e d s e t t l e m e n t s of H a m p s h i r e ^ 

w h i l s t m a n y r e c o r d e d a c a p i t a l m e s s u a g e f e w l i s t e d t h e 

c o n s t i t u e n t b u i l d i n g s of t h e m a n o r i a l c o m p l e x , a l t h o u g h 

d o v e c o t e s w e r e o f t e n i n d i v i d u a l l y n o t e d . The f u l l e s t e x t e n t 

of b u i l d i n g s w a s t h a t of Bekke , i n Woodcott , i n 1308^^ w h i c h 

l i s t e d a h a l l , c h a m b e r , g r a n g e a n d o x h o u s e . A f u r t h e r h a l f -

a - d o z e n n o t e d up to t h r e e b u i l d i n g s , u s u a l l y i n c l u d i n g h a l l , 

g r a n g e o r o x h o u s e . I t c o u l d be a r g u e d t h a t t h e s e were 

t h e m a n o r s most l i k e l y to be i m p o v e r i s h e d , l a c k i n g l a r g e 

n u m b e r s of a n c i l l ^ a r y b u i l d i n g s , a s t h e a s s o c i a t e d v i l l a g e s 

were l a t e r to be d e s e r t e d . A r c h a e o l o g i c a l e v i d e n c e s u g g e s t s 

t h o u g h t h a t e v e n p o o r e r m a n o r s wou ld h a v e h a d s e v e r a l 

b a r n s a n d s h e d s ; t h e d e f i c i e n c y a p p e a r s to l i e in t h e 

d o c u m e n t s . Good m a n o r i a l e x t e n t s do s u r v i v e f o r t h e c o u n t y ; 

t h e p o i n t i s t h a t t h e y a r e f a r l e s s common t h a n i s somet imes 
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i m p l i e d i n modern c o m m e n t a r i e s . 

The k i n g ' s houses , h o w e v e r , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e i r b u i l d i n g a n d 

r e p a i r , a r e r e l a t i v e l y we l l d o c u m e n t e d o v e r a l o n g p e r i o d , 

a n d t h i s o f f e r e d t h e c h a n c e of s e e i n g w h e r e , w h e n a n d i n w h a t 

c o n t e x t moa t s a n d o t h e r d e f e n c e s were a d d e d to t h e m . Of 

p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t w a s a g r o u p of h u n t i n g l o d g e s i t e s in t h e 

New F o r e s t . The m a j o r r e c o r d c l a s s e s wh ich c o n t a i n 

e n r o l m e n t s of e x p e n d i t u r e on t h e r o y a l r e s i d e n c e s , w h i c h h a v e 

a l r e a d y b e e n much s t u d i e d b y H . M . C o l v i n a n d h i s c o l l a b o r a t o r s , ' 

a r e t h e P i p e Rol ls of t h e E x c h e q u e r , one s u r v i v i n g f o r 1129-30 
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a n d a comple te s e r i e s f rom 1155, a n d t h e L i b e r a t e R o l l s , 

b e g i n n i n g in J o h n ' s r e i g n . C e r t a i n i n s t r u c t i o n s to r o y a l 

o f f i c i a l s , e n r o l l e d i n t h e Close R o l l s , a l s o c o n c e r n 

b u i l d i n g w o r k s ; a f o r e s t e r , f o r i n s t a n c e , m i g h t be 

i n s t r u c t e d to s e n d t i m b e r f o r o p e r a c i o n e s a t one of t h e k i n g ' s 

h o u s e s . 

The Roya l Commission on H i s t o r i c a l Monuments b e g a n work 

on t h e wes t of H a m p s h i r e in t h e 1 9 7 0 ' s , a n d a s p a r t of 

t h i s s u r v e y , a l a r g e b o d y of d o c u m e n t s f rom a v a r i e t y of 

r e p o s i t o r i e s w a s t r a n s c r i b e d , c o p i e s of t h e s e b e i n g s u b s e q u e n t l y 

l o d g e d a t t h e o f f i c e of t h e Coun ty P l a n n i n g A r c h a e o l o g i s t i n 

W i n c h e s t e r . These were a l l r e a d , w i t h two p u r p o s e s in m i n d ; 

to see w h e t h e r a n y moa ted s i t e s u n k n o w n f r o m o t h e r s o u r c e s 

would b e m e n t i o n e d , a n d to e x a m i n e q u i c k l y a l a r g e body of 

m a t e r i a l , of m a n y d i f f e r e n t d a t e s a n d c a u s e s of o r i g i n to 

see if a n y c l a s s of documen t not p r e v i o u s l y u s e d a p p e a r e d to 

h a v e a n y p o t e n t i a l . In n e i t h e r c a s e d i d t h e a n s w e r p r o v e 

p o s i t i v e , a n d t h e e x e r c i s e p r o d u c e d i n a l l o n l y some h a l f -

a - d o z e n b r i e f r e f e r e n c e s of i n c i d e n t a l i n t e r e s t , d e a l i n g w i t h 

m a n o r i a l b u i l d i n g s a n d t h e i r r e p a i r . 

The v a l u e of p o s t - m e d i e v a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s of b u i l d i n g s 

s i n c e a l t e r e d o r d e m o l i s h e d , i n p a i n t i n g s , e n g r a v i n g s o r 

p h o t o g r a p h s h a s o f t e n b e e n n o t e d . I n t h i s s t u d y , 

i n f o r m a t i o n coming f rom s u c h s o u r c e s , a m a j o r g u i d e to 

t h e s e b e i n g t h e Soc ie ty of A n t q u a r i e s i n d e x to H a m p s h i r e w a s 

l i m i t e d . The r e a s o n f o r t h i s w a s p r o b a b l y t h a t t h e g r a n d e r , 

a n d h e n c e more f r e q u e n t l y a r t i s t i c a l l y r e p r e s e n t e d h o u s e s i n 

t h e c o u n t y t e n d e d not to be m o a t e d , w h i l s t m o a t e d s i t e s 

e i t h e r no l o n g e r h a d a b u i l d i n g on them w h e n t o p o g r a p h i c 

d r a u g h t s m a n s h i p b e c a m e f a s h i o n a b l e , o r were occupied b y a 

l e s s t h a n p r e p o s s e s s i n g f a r m h o u s e . The a b s e n c e of i n d i g e n o u s 

b u i l d i n g s t o n e a c r o s s much of H a m p s h i r e i s l a r g e l y t h e r e a s o n 

why so few m e d i e v a l b u i l d i n g s l a s t e d e v e n i n t o t h e e i g h t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y , when t o p o g r a p h i c d r a w i n g s , p a r t i c u l a r l y of t h e 

' r o m a n t i c r u i n ' s t y l e came to b e m a d e a n d r e p r o d u c e d on 

a w i d e s p r e a d s c a l e . 
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S o u r c e s : The Loddon Area 

A s t u d y w a s a l s o made of t h e m e d i e v a l l a n d s c a p e , a n d 

e s p e c i a l l y t h e p l a c e of moa ted s i t e s t h e r e i n , of a g r o u p of 

e l e v e n p a r i s h e s on t h e n o r t h e r n b o u n d a r y of H a m p s h i r e 

c e n t r e d on t h e r i v e r L o d d o n . Much of t h i s a r e a w a s , i n 

t h e Middle Ages , w i t h i n t h e f o r e s t of P a m b e r , whose i n f l u e n c e 

on t h e l a n d s c a p e ' s d e v e l o p m e n t w a s s e p a r a t e l y a s s e s s e d . 

I n a d d i t i o n to t h o s e employed in t h e g e n e r a l s t u d i e s of t h e 

H a m p s h i r e l a n d s c a p e , s e v e r a l f u r t h e r s o u r c e s w e r e u s e d . 

S e v e r a l A n g l o - S a x o n c h a r t e r s c o n c e r n e s t a t e s e i t h e r i n , o r 

i m m e d i a t e l y a d j a c e n t to t h e s t u d y a r e a , a n d these together 

w i t h t h e e v i d e n c e of p l a c e - n a m e s , Domesday book a n d 

a r c h a e o l o g y , a l l ow a t l e a s t t h e b r o a d o u t l i n e s of t h e 

Saxon e x p l o i t a t i o n of t h e a r e a to be s u g g e s t e d . 

For t h e m e d i e v a l p e r i o d , w h i l s t a f u l l e x a m i n a t i o n of 

a l i e n a t i o n a n d s u b i n f e u d a t i o n w a s not a t t e m p t e d , a t l e a s t 

t h e b r o a d t e n u r i a l p a t t e r n w a s e s t a b l i s h e d . The v a r i o u s 

i n q u i s i t i o n s a n d l i s t s p u b l i s h e d a s t h e Book of Fees^^ a n d 

F e u d a l Aids^^ a n d t h e i n q u i s i t i o n s p o s t - m o r t e m w e r e u s e d , 

b u t i n g e n e r a l , r e l i a n c e w a s p l a c e d on t h e m a n o r i a l d e s c e n t s 

i n t h e V i c t o r i a H i s t o r y . 

From £ . 1200 t h e v a r i o u s C h a n c e r y r o l l s p r o v i d e a c o n s i d e r a b l e 

amoun t of d e t a i l e d l o c a l i n f o r m a t i o n , much of w h i c h does no t 

s u r v i v e i n o t h e r r e c o r d s . G r a n t s of a l i c e n c e to i m p a r k , f o r 

i n s t a n c e , f r e q u e n t l y g a v e d e t a i l e d t o p o g r a p h i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n , 

s u c h a s t h e s i z e of t h e a r e a to be i m p a r k e d , somet imes t h e 

a c r e a g e to b e t a k e n f rom e a c h if t h e p a r k w a s to l i e i n more 

t h a n one p a r i s h , or t h e c u r r e n t l a n d u s e . E s p e c i a l l y u s e f u l 

w a s t h e t e n d e n c y to no te a n y c o n s t i t u e n t woods i n t h e n e w l y -

e n c l o s e d l a n d . S i m i l a r i n f o r m a t i o n w a s a l s o g i v e n i n m a n y of 

t h e p o s t - 1 2 7 9 l i c e n c e s f o r a l i e n a t i o n i n m o r t m a i n . The v a r i o u s 

t y p e s of e n r o l m e n t c o n c e r n i n g t h e j u d i c i a l p r o c e s s a l s o g i v e a 

s u r p r i s i n g a m o u n t of i n c i d e n t a l i n f o r m a t i o n i n t h e s u m m a r y 

d e s c r i p t i o n s of a l l e g e d c r i m i n a l a c t i o n s . A l t h o u g h few i n s t a n c e s 

a p p e a r i n t h i s s t u d y , t h e c o m m i s s i o n i n g of i n q u i s i t i o n s to 
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i n v e s t i g a t e p o s s i b l e i n f r i n g e m e n t of r i g h t s , s u c h a s b y t h e 

e r e c t i o n of a new w a t e r m i l l , o f t e n l e d to m u c h t o p o g r a p h i c a l 

i n f o r m a t i o n b e i n g e n r o l l e d . C h a n c e r y g r a n t s a l s o p r o v i d e d 

t h e o p p o r t u n i t y to c o n s t r u c t b a s i c c h r o n o l o g i e s of l o c a l 

i m p a r k m e n t a n d a s s a r t i n g m o v e m e n t s . 

Much of t h e Loddon a r e a ' s c h a r a c t e r i s due t o i t s w o o d l a n d 

a s p e c t , i t h a v i n g once b e e n e i t h e r i n , o r c l o s e to P a m b e r 

f o r e s t . The a p p l i c a t i o n of f o r e s t l a w o v e r t h i s a r e a p r o d u c e d 

r e c o r d s of i t i n v a r i o u s c l a s s e s of d o c u m e n t s , t o d a y g e n e r a l l y 

g r o u p e d in t h e F o r e s t P r o c e e d i n g s c l a s s a t t h e P u b l i c Record 

O f f i c e , a n d a l l t h o s e d e a l i n g w i t h t h i s f o r e s t we re e x a m i n e d . 

P a m b e r , h o w e v e r , w a s no t one of t h e g r e a t f o r e s t s , w h e t h e r a s 

a s o u r c e of v e n i s o n , s p o r t o r t i m b e r , o r i n s p a t i a l t e r m s , a n d 

t h e a m o u n t of d o c u m e n t a t i o n g e n e r a t e d b y i t w a s n o t h i n g l i k e 

t h a t f o r t h c o m i n g f rom t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of , s a y , Al ice Holt or 

Woolmer f o r e s t s e l s e w h e r e i n t h e c o u n t y . N e v e r t h e l e s s , e v e n 

wi th t h i s in m i n d , t h e c o l l e c t i o n i s d i s a p p o i n t i n g . Two 

m e d i e v a l p e r a m b u l a t i o n s s u r v i v e , a l o n g wi th a few r o l l s of 

t h e a t t a c h m e n t c o u r t s t e m p . Henry I I I a n d E d w a r d I I I , a l i s t 

of a r r e n t a t i o n of t h e w a s t e a n d s a l e s of t i m b e r f o r 1306-7, a n d 

a few p l e a r o l l s . 

No more t h a n a h i n t of t h e f o r e s t l a n d s c a p e o r economy i s 

f o r t h c o m i n g , a n d c e r t a i n l y t h e r e c o r d s do not a l l o w s p a t i a l 

or t e m p o r a l t r e n d s to be p i c k e d ou t w i t h a n y c l a r i t y , a n d 

t h e r e a r e d e f i n i t e l y not t h e d a t a a v a i l a b l e t o u n d e r t a k e a n 
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a n a l y s i s s u c h a s t h a t done b y R a f t i s e l s e w h e r e . F u r t h e r m o r e , 

i t i s t h e c o n c e r n w i t h t h e v e r t , t h e w o o d l a n d , w h i c h i s of 

p a r t i c u l a r r e l e v a n c e when s e e k i n g to a s s e s s t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 

a n d g r o w t h of t h e a g r a r i a n l a n d s c a p e , w h e r e a s t h e m a j o r i t y 

of t h e s u r v i v i n g e n t r i e s c o n c e r n t h e v e n i s o n . I t i s c l e a r t h o u g h 

t h a t , a s i n l a r g e r f o r e s t s , t h e p o t e n t i a l income f r o m t h e wood land , 

a n d e s p e c i a l l y i t s c l e a r a n c e , w a s r e a l i z e d , w i t h t h e a r r e n t a t i o n 

r o l l s c a r e f u l l y n o t i n g income f rom a s s a r t s of a n a c r e or 

l e s s . 

Once a g a i n , c o n s i d e r a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n w a s e n r o l l e d i n t h e 

C h a n c e r y r e c o r d s , e s p e c i a l l y t h r o u g h t h e use i n t h e m e d i e v a l 
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p e r i o d of t h e f o r e s t a s a v e h i c l e f o r p a t r o n a g e . D u r i n g t h e 

t h i r t e e n t h a n d f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s q u i t e a c o n s i d e r a b l e 

amoun t of wood a n d t i m b e r w a s g r a n t e d f rom t h e f o r e s t to 

a v a r i e t y of r e c i p i e n t s , i n d i v i d u a l a n d c o r p o r a t e . The g r a n t s 

of l i c e n c e s to i m p a r k were a l s o a g a i n of u s e , d e m o n s t r a t i n g 

t h e g r a d u a l e r o s i o n of l a n d u n d e r t h e C r o w n ' s d i r e c t c o n t r o l . 

V e n i s o n , too , f i g u r e s l a r g e , w i t h g r a n t s b e i n g made b o t h a s 

m e a t , a n d a s l i v e s t o c k f o r t r a n s f e r to g e n e r a l l y n e w l y - c r e a t e d 

p a r k s . P e r h a p s most v a l u a b l e t h o u g h w a s t h e w a y i n w h i c h the 

l a r g e n u m b e r of g r a n t s e n a b l e d t h e economic f o r e s t , t h a t i s 

l a n d a n d wood w h i c h w a s g e n e r a t i n g income i n t h e f o r e s t 

c o u r t s , a n d w h i c h w a s p r o v i d i n g t h e m a t e r i a l s f o r t h e 

e x e r c i s e of p a t r o n a g e , to be d e f i n e d w i t h i n t h e l e g a l f o r e s t , 

a s d e f i n e d b y p e r a m b u l a t i o n s . I t i s c l e a r t h a t a t c e r t a i n 

t imes t h e two were f a r f rom c o n t e r m i n o u s . 

For t h e s t u d y a r e a f i v e ma in g r o u p s of m e d i e v a l r e c o r d s , 

p r i m a r i l y c h a r t e r s , s u r v i v e , two p u b l i s h e d a s c o r p o r a 

a p p e n d a n t to o l d , b u t s t i l l u s e f u l , a n t i q u a r i a n w o r k s . 
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B a i g e n t a n d M i l l a r d ' s H i s t o r y of B a s i n g s t o k e c o n t a i n s , in 

a n a p p e n d i x , 70 g r a n t s , c h a r t e r s a n d a s s o c i a t e d d o c u m e n t s 

of t h e t h i r t e e n t h a n d f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s p e r t a i n i n g to t h e 

h o s p i t a l of S t . John t h e B a p t i s t , w h i c h w a s e v e n t u a l l y 

t r a n s f e r r e d to Merton C o l l e g e . T h e r e i s a l s o a l a r g e b o d y 

of l a t e r m e d i e v a l a n d p o s t - m e d i e v a l l e a s e s , t e r r i e r s , a c c o u n t s 

a n d c h a r t e r e n r o l m e n t s d e a l i n g w i t h t h e h o s p i t a l ' s l a n d s . 

Also i n c l u d e d a r e c e r t a i n d o c u m e n t s c o n c e r n i n g l a n d i n B a s i n g 

or B a s i n g s t o k e , o r i g i n a l l y h e l d b y S e l b o r n e p r i o r y a n d now 

b y M a g d a l e n C o l l e g e , O x f o r d . The s e c o n d g r o u p a p p e a r s i n 
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B u r r o w ' s B r o c a s of B e a u r e p a i r e , w h e r e a l a r g e b o d y of 

g r a n t s , l e a s e s , r e l e a s e s a n d q u i t c l a i m s a r e p r e s e n t e d i n 

t r a n s c r i p t i o n . Whi l s t m a n y p e r t a i n to o t h e r H a m p s h i r e e s t a t e s 

of t h e Brocas f a m i l y , o r t h e i r h o l d i n g s i n B e r k s h i r e , S u r r e y 

a n d e l s e w h e r e , t h e l a r g e s t s i n g l e g r o u p d e a l s w i t h t h e 

B e a u r e p a i r e e s t a t e , i n t h e h e a r t of t h e s t u d y a r e a . As w e l l 

a s t h e c h a r t e r s r e l a t i n g to t h e e s t a t e t h e r e a r e t h r e e mid -

f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y a c c o u n t r o l l s k n o w n , one of w h i c h i s 

d i s c u s s e d b y B u r r o w s , a n d two o t h e r s , now i n t h e H a m p s h i r e 
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Record O f f i c e , not a p p a r e n t l y known to h i m . 
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The t h r e e m a i n g r o u p s of u n p u b l i s h e d m a t e r i a l a r e t h o s e f rom 
73 

t h e Vyne e s t a t e in Monk S h e r b o r n e , f rom t h e a l i e n p r i o r y of 
7A 

Monk S h e r b o r n e , now h e l d b y Q u e e n ' s C o l l e g e , O x f o r d , a n d 

f rom Eton C o l l e g e ' s e s t a t e s . The m u n i m e n t s of W i n c h e s t e r 

Co l l ege^^ a n d S e l b o r n e p r i o r y ^ ^ w e r e a l s o f o u n d to c o n t a i n 

r e l e v a n t m a t e r i a l . A g a i n , t h e m a j o r i t y of t h e d o c u m e n t s a r e 

c h a r t e r s . 

Not only t h e g e o g r a p h i c a l e x t e n t of t h e e s t a t e s f rom w h i c h 

r e c o r d s s u r v i v e , b u t a l s o t h e c h r o n o l o g i c a l r a n g e of t h e 

r e c o r d s , w i l l d e t e r m i n e t h e e x t e n t to wh ich t h e r e s e a r c h e r 

c a n r e c o n s t r u c t a n a r e a ' s p a s t h i s t o r y . C h a n c e r y r e c o r d s ' 

p r o d u c t i o n s a w a " d e c i s i v e i n c r e a s e " i n t he d e c a d e s e i t h e r 
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s i d e of 1200, a n d t h e p r o d u c t i o n of c h a r t e r s a s proof of 

p r o p e r t y r i g h t s s aw a w i d e s p r e a d i n c r e a s e i n t h e 

i m m e d i a t e l y f o l l o w i n g d e c a d e s . For t h e s t u d y a r e a , fo r 

i n s t a n c e , t h e r e i s a n o t i c e a b l e i n c r e a s e in t h e n u m b e r of 

c h a r t e r s s u r v i v i n g f rom t h e 1 2 3 0 ' s o n w a r d s , t h e e a r l i e s t 

d a t i n g f rom t h e 1 1 7 0 ' s . T h i s m e a n s , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t f rom 

t h e l a t e - e l e v e n t h c e n t u r y r e c o r d of D o m e s d a y , t o t h e 

a p p e a r a n c e of t h i s new, l i t e r a t e m e n t a l i t y a n d i t s p r o d u c t s 

in t h e e a r l y t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , t h e r e i s l i t t l e e v i d e n c e i n 

t h e w r i t t e n r e c o r d of l a n d s c a p e c h a n g e . I t i s a n y w a y 

d i f f i c u l t to c o m p a r e t h e b r o a d i m p r e s s i o n of t h e c o u n t r y s i d e 

a n d economy g i v e n b y t h e C o n q u e r o r ' s g r e a t r e c o r d w i t h t h e 

e x t r e m e l y d e t a i l e d a n d l o c a l i z e d e v i d e n c e , some t imes c o n c e r n i n g 

p l o t s of l e s s t h a n a n a c r e , g i v e n b y t h e c h a r t e r s . 

Such p o s t - m e d i e v a l d o c u m e n t a r y e v i d e n c e c o n c e r n i n g t h e 

s t u d y a r e a a s s u r v i v e s in t h e H a m p s h i r e C o u n t y Record Of f i ce 

w a s e x a m i n e d . The a m o u n t of i n f o r m a t i o n r e c o v e r e d , h o w e v e r , 

f rom t h e l e a s e s , q u i t c l a i m s , r e c o v e r i e s a n d i n d e n t u r e s w a s 

v e r y l i m i t e d . 

The e a r l y p u b l i s h e d m a p s of H a m p s h i r e by R o b e r t Morden a n d 

t h e l i k e were e x a m i n e d , p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r t h e i r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s 

of t h e m a i n t r a n s p o r t n e t w o r k s in t h e pre-turnpike e r a , a n d 

t h e m a i n b l o c k s of w o o d l a n d . O b v i o u s l y t h e s e n e e d n o t , 

n e c e s s a r i l y , h a v e c o r r e s p o n d e d w i t h t h e i r m e d i e v a l p r e d e c e s s o r s . 
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For i n s t a n c e , in t h e l a t e r s e v e n t e e n t h a n d e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y 

t h e Crown e n c l o s e d a n d p r o p a g a t e d a r e a s of t h e New F o r e s t , 

Al ice Holt, Woolmer a n d Bere f o r e s t s in H a m p s h i r e a s p a r t of 

t h e e f f o r t to make t h e n a v y i n d e p e n d e n t of i m p o r t s fo r t i m b e r 
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s u p p l i e s . 

U n p u b l i s h e d e s t a t e m a p s of t h e e a r l y s e v e n t e e n t h to mid 

n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y w e r e among t h e most u s e f u l of t h e s o u r c e s . 

S e v e r a l e a r l y e s t a t e m a p s s u r v i v e d , t h e e a r l i e s t , a l b e i t in a 

c o p y , b e i n g a 1613 s u r v e y of B e a u r e p a i r e . ^ ^ Most of t h e s e 

m a p s seem to h a v e b e e n d r a w n u p in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e 

t r a n s f e r of l a n d o r t h e g u a r d i n g of p r o p e r t y r i g h t s , a n d 

h e n c e b o u n d a r i e s w e r e t h e c a r t o g r a p h e r s ' m a j o r c o n c e r n . 

I n v a r i a b l y , t h o u g h , a c e r t a i n amoun t of more g e n e r a l 

t o p o g r a p h i c a l d e t a i l w a s i n c l u d e d , such a s l a n d - u s e o r 

f i e l d n a m e s . The t i t h e m a p s of t h e l830's a n d 18-40's 

p r o v i d e a n i n d i s p e n s a b l e g e n e r a l s u r v e y of t h e l a n d s c a p e 

a c r o s s t h e whole s t u d y a r e a . T h e i r v a l u e t o t h e h i s t o r i a n h a s 

o f t e n been n o t e d ; h e r e , f o r i n s t a n c e , not only d i d t h e y p r o v i d e 

a f r a m e w o r k w i t h i n w h i c h t h e m e d i e v a l e v i d e n c e c o u l d b e s e t , b u t 

t h e i r e x a m i n a t i o n a l s o l e d to t h e d i s c o v e r y of s e v e r a l p r e v i o u s l y 

u n k n o w n moated s i t e s . 
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A r c h a e o l o g y 

A r c h a e o l o g y h a s e x p a n d e d i t s s p h e r e of i n t e r e s t a s i t 

h a s s t r i v e n to a c h i e v e t h e s t a t u s of a r i g o r o u s , 

i n d e p e n d e n t , ' s c i e n t i f i c ' d i s c i p l i n e . C r i t i c a l l y s e l f -

c o n s c i o u s in t h i s q u e s t f o r r e s p e c t a b i l i t y a n d 

i n d e p e n d e n c e ^ t h e r e h a s b e e n a c o r r e s p o n d i n g l o s s 

of i n d i v i d u a l i d e n t i t y a s b o t h t h e o r y a n d m e t h o d h a v e 

b e e n a b s o r b e d a n d a d a p t e d f rom o t h e r d i s c i p l i n e s . 

G e o g r a p h y a n d t h e n a t u r a l s c i e n c e s h a v e b e e n 

p a r t i c u l a r l y r i c h q u a r r i e s , a n d u l t i m a t e l y p e r h a p s o n l y 

e x c a v a t i o n c a n b e c l a i m e d b y a r c h a e o l o g i s t s t o b e a n 

i n t e r n a l l y d e v e l o p e d m e t h o d . Those b o r r o w e d h a v e , 

t h o u g h , i n m a n y c a s e s b e e n c o n s i d e r a b l y a d a p t e d , 

a n d i t i s u l t i m a t e l y d i f f i c u l t t o i s o l a t e o r c a t e g o r i z e 

w h i c h a p p r o a c h e s i n t h i s t h e s i s c a n b e s a i d t o d e r i v e 

f rom a r c h a e o l o g y . No e x c a v a t i o n w a s u n d e r t a k e n , 

a l t h o u g h i t s r e s u l t s w e r e e x t e n s i v e l y c o n s i d e r e d . A 

l a r g e p a r t of t h e work - on t h e p r e - m e d i e v a l l a n d s c a p e , 

b u i l d i n g s , a n d t h e f i e l d - s u r v e y of moa ted s i t e s - i s , 

of a t y p e , h o w e v e r , most f r e q u e n t l y u n d e r t a k e n b y 

t h o s e who c o n s i d e r t h e m s e l v e s a r c h a e o l o g i s t s , a n d i s , 

t h e r e f o r e p e r h a p s b e s t c o n s i d e r e d a s a r c h a e o l o g i c a l . 
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CHAPTER TWO 

MEDIEVAL HAMPSHIRE: PATTERNS AND PERSPECTIVES 

As h a s a l r e a d y b e e n n o t e d a b o v e , no m a j o r s y n t h e t i c work h a s 

y e t b e e n p u b l i s h e d on m e d i e v a l H a m p s h i r e ; i n d e e d , t h e r e would 

be v e r y few a u t h o r i t a t i v e p i e c e s of work on w h i c h to b a s e such 

a s u r v e y . I t i s i n m a n y w a y s i r o n i c t h a t w h i l s t t h e 

n u m b e r of p u b l i s h e d w o r k s on t h e c o u n t y i s s m a l l t h e i r 

q u a l i t y i s h i g h : most n o t a b l e a r e t h e c o n t i n u i n g r e p o r t s 

of work b y a r c h a e o l o g i s t s a n d t h e i r a s s o c i a t e s on W i n c h e s t e r 

a n d S o u t h a m p t o n , a n d T i t o w ' s v a l u a b l e t a b u l a t i o n of d a t a 

e v o l v i n g f rom t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l e x p l o i t a t i o n of t h e b i s h o p of 
2 

W i n c h e s t e r ' s e s t a t e s . Only f u t u r e work w i l l show to w h a t 

e x t e n t t h e o b s e r v e d t r e n d s i n t h e s e w o r k s a r e e x c e p t i o n a l ; 

c e r t a i n l y t h e two u r b a n c e n t r e s c a n b e a r g u e d to be i n d i v i d u a l l y 

u n i q u e w i t h i n t h e c o u n t r y a s a w h o l e , l e t a l o n e t h e c o u n t y , a n d 

s i m i l a r l y t h e b i s h o p ' s e s t a t e s r e p r e s e n t a c o h e s i v e o r g a n i z a t i o n 
3 

p r o b a b l y not seen e l s e w h e r e i n t h e c o u n t y on s u c h a s c a l e . 

T h i s c h a p t e r w i l l , t h e r e f o r e , a t t e m p t to a s s e s s t h e b a s i c 

c h r o n o l o g y of economic d e v e l o p m e n t i n H a m p s h i r e b e t w e e n 

Domesday a n d t h e mid f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y ^ a n d w i l l e x a m i n e 

w h e t h e r d i f f e r i n g r a t e s of d e v e l o p m e n t c a n b e s een w i t h i n t h e 

c o u n t y i t s e l f . The a s s e s s m e n t w i l l be b a s e d on t h r e e m a i n 

t o p i c s , f o r e a c h of w h i c h , to a g r e a t e r o r l e s s e r d e g r e e , d a t a 

e x i s t f rom t h e whole c o u n t y . These t o p i c s a r e t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 

of t owns a n d m a r k e t s , t h e e x p a n s i o n of a r a b l e p r o d u c t i o n , a n d 

t h e p r o g r e s s of t h e a s s a r t i n g movemen t . 

The E x p a n s i o n of Towns a n d M a r k e t s 

I n r e c e n t y e a r s a r c h a e o l o g y h a s c o n f i r m e d t h e e v i d e n c e of t h e 

h i s t o r i c a l s o u r c e s , p r o d u c i n g m a t e r i a l e v i d e n c e of t h e f o r m a n d 

i m p o r t a n c e of W i n c h e s t e r a n d S o u t h a m p t o n in t h e m i d d l e a n d 

l a t e Saxon p e r i o d s ^ A l t h o u g h t h e y w e r e to c h a n g e t h e i r 

e m p h a s e s , a n d , i n t h e c a s e of S o u t h a m p t o n , i t s s i t e , a n d were 

to be s u r p a s s e d a s t h e c o u n t r y ' s l e a d i n g c e n t r e s of g o v e r n m e n t 
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a n d t r a d e , t h e y r e m a i n e d a m o n g s t t h e c o u n t r y ' s l e a d i n g 

towns u n t i l t h e l a t e Middle Ages . What r e m a i n s to b e d e t e r m i n e d , 

h o w e v e r , i s t h e e f f e c t t h a t t h e s e two c e n t r e s h a d on t h e 

s u r r o u n d i n g c o u n t r y s i d e ; how much s t i m u l a t i o n t h e y g a v e to t h e 
5 

r u r a l economy of Hampsh i r e^ f o r i n s t a n c e . 

By 1086 T w y n h a m , t h e modern C h r i s t c h u r c h , h a d a p p a r e n t l y 

d e v e l o p e d s u f f i c i e n t l y f o r i t to be r e g a r d e d , a l o n g w i t h 

W i n c h e s t e r a n d S o u t h a m p t o n , a s a b o r o u g h I n a d d i t i o n Domesday 

n o t e s t h r e e m a r k e t s , a t B a s i n g s t o k e , Nea tham a n d T i t c h f i e l d , a l l 

on or l i n k e d to r o y a l m a n o r s , w i t h t h e h i g h t o l l income f o r 

K i n g s c l e r e a l s o i n d i c a t i n g a m a r k e t on t h e r o y a l d e m e s n e l a n d 

t h e r e . 

D u r i n g t h e e l e v e n t h a n d t w e l f t h c e n t u r i e s a s t e a d y , b u t 

u n s p e c t a c u l a r , g r o w t h i n t h e n u m b e r of u r b a n c e n t r e s i s a p p a r e n t . 

In 1175 t h e men of Andover were g r a n t e d p e r m i s s i o n to h a v e a 
7 

m e r c h a n t g u i l d , a n d f r e e d o m of t o l l t h r o u g h o u t t h e r e a l m . 

A l t h o u g h no m a r k e t w a s g r a n t e d one may h a v e a l r e a d y b e e n in 

e x i s t * nee a t O d i h a m , . w i t h a r e c o r d e d p o p u l a t i o n of 247 

f o r t h e m a n o r in 1086. T h i s p r o b a b l y c o n t i n u e d to be a 

s e t t l e m e n t of some s i z e . However , a n a t t e m p t b y t h e k i n g to 

p romote i t i n 1204, when he g r a n t e d i t s f ee f o r £50, w a s 

a p p a r e n t l y p r e m a t u r e , f o r t h r e e y e a r s l a t e r i t w a s b a c k i n h i s 

h a n d s , i n s u f f i c i e n t l o c a l i n t e r e s t a n d f i n a n c e h a v i n g b e e n 

f o r t h c o m i n g . ^ A g r o w i n g u r b a n complex n e x t to t h e a b b e y i s 

i n d i c a t e d f o r t w e l f t h — c e n t u r y Romsey, a g r a n t of a m a r k e t a n d 

a f a i r to t h e a b b e y b y Henry I b e i n g s u c c e s s i v e l y c o n f i r m e d b y 
g 

Henry I I a n d Henry I I I . 

O the r t o w n s g i v e more p o s i t i v e e v i d e n c e f o r t h e r e c o g n i t i o n by 

c o n t e m p o r a r i e s t h a t t h e r e w a s b y t h e e n d of t h e t w e l f t h c e n t u r y 

t h e t r a d e to s u p p o r t , a n d r e p a y , c a p i t a l i n v e s t m e n t i n 

p e r m a n e n t m a r k e t c e n t r e s . H u g h e s h a s i d e n t i f i e d s e v e r a l e x a m p l e s 

w h e r e t h e r e i s a c a s e f o r a r g u i n g t h a t a r e g u l a r a r r a n g e m e n t of 

s t r e e t s h a d b e e n p l a n n e d a n d l a i d ou t b e f o r e 1200.^^ At 

B i shops W a l t h a m , a d j o i n i n g t h e e p i s c o p a l p a l a c e , t h e r e i s c l e a r 

e v i d e n c e of a b a s i c a l l y r e c t i l i n e a r s t r e e t - g r i d , p o s s i b l y w i t h a 

m a r k e t p l a c e a s a n i n t e g r a l e l e m e n t . B e r e s f o r d h a s a r g u e d t h a t 
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t h i s may be a t t r i b u t a b l e to Henry of Blo i s , b i s h o p of 
11 

W i n c h e s t e r 1129-71. P e t e r s f i e l d , w h e r e b u r g e s s e s were 

m e n t i o n e d in a c h a r t e r of 1183-9 g r a n t i n g t h e c u s t o m s of 
12 

W i n c h e s t e r , a l s o a p p a r e n t l y h a s p l a n n e d e l e m e n t s , w h i c h 
13 

may b e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h i s p h a s e in i t s d e v e l o p m e n t . 

D e l i b e r a t e d e s i g n i s a l s o v i s i b l e in t h e p l a n of P o r t s m o u t h , a 

new town of R i c h a r d 1. 

I n t h e e a r l y t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h e b i s h o p s of W i n c h e s t e r were 

to fo l low t h e e x a m p l e of Henry of Blois i n p r o m o t i n g u r b a n 

g r o w t h i n t h e c o u n t y . I n 1200 Bishop G o d f r e y h a d f o u n d e d 

t h e f i r s t of t h e b i s h o p s of W i n c h e s t e r ' s wel l d o c u m e n t e d new 

t o w n s . New A l r e s f o r d , w i t h t y p i c a l l o n g b u r g e s s p l o t s 
15 

f l a n k i n g a w ide m a i n m a r k e t p l a c e . A p o s s i b l y a s s o c i a t e d 

e x e r c i s e , a n d u n u s u a l p i e c e of c a p i t a l e x p e n d i t u r e , w a s t h e 

b u i l d i n g of a dam to c r e a t e a 200-acre p o n d , p e r h a p s a s much 

to p romote i t a s a c e n t r e f o r f u l l i n g , b y e n c o u r a g i n g t h e 

c o n s t r u c t i o n of m i l l s , a s to f a c i l i t a t e t r a n s p o r t u p t h e r i v e r 

I t c h e n . ^ ^ The o t h e r new towns of t h e b i s h o p s i n t h e c o u n t y , 

Ove r ton a n d Newtown, were c r e a t e d a c o u p l e of d e c a d e s 
17 

l a t e r , a p p a r e n t l y in 1217-19. P l a n n e d e l e m e n t s w e r e a l s o 

a r g u e d b y Hughes to be p r e s e n t i n t h e p l a n of F a r e h a m , 

h e l d b y t h e b i s h o p s , a n d p e r h a p s d e l i b e r a t e l y a d v a n c e d b y 

them i n t h e l a t e r t w e l f t h , or e a r l y t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

At some t ime b e t w e e n 1184 a n d 1216 E a r l Wi l l i am de R e d v e r s 
19 

f o u n d e d t h e b o r o u g h of New L y m i n g t o n , p e r h a p s a p p r e c i a t i n g 

t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of e x p l o i t i n g t h e a l r e a d y e x i s t i n g s a l t t r a d e . 
20 

S t o c k b r i d g e , s i t e d on a w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d r i v e r c r o s s i n g , h a s 

b e e n a r g u e d to owe i t s p l a n n e d e l e m e n t s to a g r a n t b y 

R i c h a r d I to Wil l iam Brewer of a m a r k e t a t l e S t r e t e in 
21 

S o m b o r n e . In t h e t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y Wickham a p p e a r s to 
22 

h a v e b e e n d e l i b e r a t e l y d e v e l o p e d , a g a i n b y t h e b i s h o p s of 

W i n c h e s t e r , a n d p l a n n e d e l e m e n t s h a v e a l s o b e e n c l a i m e d f o r 
23 

T i t c h f i e l d , a l t h o u g h t h i s w a s n e v e r to d e v e l o p b e y o n d 

a c t i n g a s a v e r y l o c a l m a r k e t c e n t r e n e x t to t h e a b b e y . 

By 1268, when Wickham w a s p r o b a b l y l a i d o u t , t h e h e y d a y of 

t h e new town i n E n g l a n d h a d p a s s e d . R e a l l y i t h a d b y 
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1230, a s B e r e s f o r d h a s s h o w n ; t h e n u m b e r of t o w n s b e i n g 

f o u n d e d d r o p p e d , a n d t h e n u m b e r of f a i l e d f o u n d a t i o n s 
2A 

a m o n g s t t h o s e t h a t d i d come i n t o e x i s t e n c e i n c r e a s e d . 

Th i s d a t e i s a s t r u e f o r H a m p s h i r e a s e l s e w h e r e , b u t c o m m e r c i a l 

e x p a n s i o n , a s seen b y t h e g r o w t h i n t h e n u m b e r of m a r k e t s a n d 

f a i r s a p p r o v e d by t h e C r o w n , c o n t i n u e d in t h e c o u n t y u p to 

t h e e n d of t h e r e i g n of Henry 111. 

M a r k e t s a p p e a r a t w h a t mus t h a v e b e e n no more t h a n s m a l l 

v i l l a g e s , t h e c h a r t e r g r a n t s o u g h t b y t h e m a n o r i a l l o r d , who 

h o p e d to e n l a r g e h i s income b y t h i s i n d u c e m e n t to t r a d e . 

I n c r e a s e d p r o f i t t h e r e may h a v e been f o r t h e l o r d s of 

L o c k e r l e y , S e l b o r n e , G r e a t h a m a n d South T i d w o r t h , a l l 

g r a n t e d p e r m i s s i o n to h o l d a m a r k e t a n d f a i r i n t h e l a s t two 

o r t h r e e y e a r s of Henry I l l ' s r e i g n , b u t n o n e e v e r g r e w i n t o 
25 

more t h a n a v e r y l o c a l c e n t r e . C e r t a i n l y n o n e e v e r d e v e l o p e d 

t r u e u r b a n a t t r i b u t e s . F o r , b y t h e 1 2 7 0 ' s , t h e c o u n t y h a d 

become r e p l e t e w i t h o f f i c i a l l y l i c e n s e d l o c a l m a r k e t s , t h e 

s econd s t a g e , a f t e r t h e c r e a t i o n of t h e new t o w n s , w i t h t h e i r 

somet imes h e a v y f i n a n c i a l i n v e s t m e n t , i n t h e p r o c e s s of t h e 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a n d e x p l o i t a t i o n of t h e new v o l u m e of p r o d u c t i o n 

b y a g r i c u l t u r e a n d t r a d e . 

Th i s t w o - t i e r mode l , w i t h t h e g r o w t h of l o c a l c e n t r e s o v e r l a p p i n g 

w i t h t h e e n d of t h e p e r i o d of new town p r o m o t i o n i s a t t r a c t i v e , 

a l t h o u g h c h a r t e r e v i d e n c e , t a k e n a s a c h r o n o l o g i c a l i n d i c a t o r , 

c a n b e s e r i o u s l y m i s l e a d i n g , r e f l e c t i n g more t h e d e s i r e b y t h e 

Crown to g a t h e r income f rom t h e G r e a t Fee of t h e S e a l t h a n 
27 

economic e x p a n s i o n i t s e l f . E q u a l l y i m p o r t a n t i s t h e f a c t t h a t 

a m a r k e t g r a n t does not n e c e s s a r i l y m a r k t h e c r e a t i o n of a 

m a r k e t ; i t may m e r e l y be t h e l i c e n s i n g of a n a l r e a d y e x i s t i n g 

o n e , p o s s i b l y of l o n g s t a n d i n g . And c o n v e r s e l y , a s h a s b e e n 

no ted a b o v e , t h e g r a n t i n g of a m a r k e t c h a r t e r to a p l a c e w a s 

no g u a r a n t e e of f u t u r e s u c c e s s . 

But , h a v i n g s a i d t h i s , t h e e v i d e n c e does s u g g e s t t h a t t h e g r o w t h 

i n t h e n u m b e r of s m a l l m a r k e t c e n t r e s i n t h e l a t e r t w e l f t h a n d 

f i r s t t h r e e - q u a r t e r s of t h e t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y d i d r e f l e c t a 

r e a l t r e n d of economic g r o w t h , a n d t h e p r o d u c t i o n of a n 
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i n c r e a s i n g a g r i c u l t u r a l s u r p l u s . C e r t a i n l y t h i s c h r o n o l o g y 

r e f l e c t s t h a t in o t h e r c o u n t i e s , if t h e w o r k , f o r i n s t a n c e , 

of Coa t e s on D e r b y s h i r e , P a l l i s e r a n d P i n n o c k on 

S t a f f o r d s h i r e a n d Reed on B u c k i n g h a m s h i r e i s t o be 
2g 

a c c e p t e d a s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e g e n e r a l s i t u a t i o n . O v e r a l l , 

of some 2 ,800 m a r k e t g r a n t s e n r o l l e d b e t w e e n 1199 a n d 1483, 

more t h a n h a l f a r e f rom t h e f i r s t t h r e e - q u a r t e r s of t h e 
29 

t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

S p a t i a l l y , t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n of m a r k e t s b r o a d l y r e f l e c t s t h e 

p a t t e r n of n u c l e a t e d s e t t l e m e n t i n g e n e r a l ( f i g s . 2 . 1 a n d 3 . 7 

r e s p e c t i v e l y ) . M a r k e t s were s i t e d p a r t i c u l a r l y r e g u l a r l y 

a l o n g t h e Tes t v a l l e y , w i t h one b e i n g r e a c h e d e v e r y t h r e e 

mi les or so n o r t h a s f a r a s O v e r t o n . A n o t i c e a b l e 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n i s a p p a r e n t in t h e s o u t h - e a s t of t h e c o u n t y , 

w i th a v e r y c l o s e l y s p a c e d g r o u p of m a r k e t s a r o u n d 

P o r t c h e s t e r , w i t h t h e c o a s t a l t o w n s of F a r e h a m a n d Emswor th 

b e i n g s e r v e d b y t h e r o a d s o u t h f rom New A l r e s f o r d , a l o n g 

wh ich m a r k e t c e n t r e s l a y e v e r y f o u r o r f i v e m i l e s . A 

s i m i l a r s p a c i n g i s o b s e r v e d b y t h e s i t e s of t h e Avon v a l l e y 

a n d b y t h o s e a l o n g t h e s o u t h - w e s t e r n c o a s t a l s t r i p of t h e 

c o u n t y . O the r s i t e s r i n g t h e Woolmer a r e a . 

Where m a r k e t s a r e n o t i c e a b l y a b s e n t i s to t h e n o r t h - e a s t of 

W i n c h e s t e r , b e t w e e n i t a n d B a s i n g s t o k e , a n d i n t h e whole of 

t h e H a m p s h i r e w o o d l a n d s d i s t r i c t i n t h e n o r t h a n d e a s t of 

t h e c o u n t y , a l t h o u g h to a c e r t a i n e x t e n t t h e s e a r e a s w e r e 

s e r v e d b y m a r k e t s a c r o s s t h e c o u n t y b o u n d a r i e s i n S u r r e y 

a n d B e r k s h i r e . H a d , t h o u g h , t h e l o r d of P r e s t o n C a n d o v e r , 

whose i n h a b i t a n t s h a d to t r a v e l a t l e a s t s ix m i l e s to t h e 

n e a r e s t m a r k e t , New A l r e s f o r d , r e a l i z e d t h e p o t e n t i a l p r o f i t 

t h a t a m a r k e t i n t h e v i l l cou ld b r i n g h i m , h e w o u l d s u r e l y 
30 

h a v e p e t i t i o n e d t h e k i n g f o r p e r m i s s i o n to h o l d o n e . 

The p r i n c i p l e t h a t a m a r k e t s h o u l d no t be se t u p w i t h i n a 

d i s t a n c e t h a t c o u l d be r e g a r d e d a s c o m p e t i t i v e w a s one 

r e c o g n i z e d b y c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ; t h e l a w y e r H e n r y B r a c t o n 

h e l d i n t h e mid t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h a t a m a r k e t m i g h t be 

h e l d i n j u r i o u s if se t u p w i t h i n s i x a n d t w o - t h i r d s of a l e a g u e 
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31 
of a n o t h e r . Th i s w a s p u t t i n g a p r e c i s i o n w h i c h w a s u n w a r r a n t e d 

i n t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s , f o r m a r k e t f o r c e s wou ld a l w a y s t e n d to f a v o u r 

a n e x i s t i n g , i n p r e f e r e n c e to a n e w , m a r k e t a n d , a s B r a c t o n w a s 

p r o b a b l y a w a r e f rom c o n t e m p o r a r y e x a m p l e s , a m a r k e t o r town would 

no t s u r v i v e f o r l ong if i t l a c k e d c u s t o m . I t i s a n i n t e r e s t i n g f i g u r e , 

h o w e v e r , t h a t B r a c t o n a r r i v e d a t . Fo r w h i l s t i n t h e more p r o s p e r o u s 

a n d d e n s e l y s e t t l e d a r e a s of t h e c o u n t y , m a r k e t s t e n d , a s h a s been 

s t a t e d , to o c c u r e v e r y t h r e e to f i v e m i l e s , e l s e w h e r e B r a c t o n ' s 

d i s t a n c e i s v e r y c l o s e to t h e o b s e r v e d s p a c i n g . The t h r e e s i t e s down 

t h e Avon v a l l e y , f o r i n s t a n c e , e x h i b i t i t . Most s t r i k i n g of a l l , t h o u g h , 

i s t h e w a y in w h i c h W i n c h e s t e r h a s no c o m p e t i t i o n w i t h i n t h i s d i s t a n c e , 

b u t h a s some s e v e n m a r k e t c e n t r e s r i n g i n g i t j u s t o u t s i d e t h i s d i s t a n c e 

( f i g . 2 . 1 ) . S o u t h a m p t o n , w h e n t h e r e a l d i s t a n c e b y r o a d t o T i t c h f i e l d 

a n d F a r e h a m i s c o n s i d e r e d r a t h e r t h a n t h e d i s t a n c e a s t h e c row f l i e s , 

a l s o a p p e a r s in i t s own d i s c r e t e m a r k e t zone of a b o u t t h e s i z e 

p r e s c r i b e d b y B r a c t o n . 

C e r t a i n l y , w h i l s t few of h i s c o n t e m p o r a r i e s w o u l d h a v e e x p r e s s e d 

t h e m a t t e r w i t h s u c h p r e c i s i o n a s d i d B r a c t o n , t h e i d e a t h a t a 

m a r k e t h a d i t s own p a r t i c u l a r s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a o v e r w h i c h i t 

s h o u l d c l a i m t h e r i g h t to a c t a s a n e x c h a n g e c e n t r e w a s one s h a r e d 

b y m a n y . In 1332, f o r i n s t a n c e , Wa l t e r Horn , a t a n n e r , w a s 

c h a r g e d a t t h e m o r r o w s p e c h e of t h e A n d o v e r g u i l d m e r c h a n t w i t h : 

" g o i n g to t h e m a r k e t a t T h r u x t o n a n d b u y i n g a n d s e l l i n g t h e r e 

a n d s u p p o r t i n g t h a t m a r k e t to t h e p r e j u d i c e of t h e town a n d whole 
32 

c o m m u n i t y of A n d o v e r " . 

A d m i t t e d l y , w h a t w a s a t s t a k e h e r e w a s t h a t a member of t h e 

g u i l d h a d b r o k e n h i s o a t h a n d h a d gone a g a i n s t t h e r u l e s of t h e 

g u i l d , b u t t h e u n d e r l y i n g p r i n c i p l e w a s t h a t of a m a r k e t ' s r i g h t 

of p r e d o m i n a n c e o v e r a n a r e a . 

As we l l a s comment ing on t h e p r o p e r d i s t a n c e b e t w e e n m a r k e t s 

B r a c t o n a l s o s t a t e d t h a t i t c o u l d b e e s p e c i a l l y i n j u r i o u s if one 

m a r k e t w a s h e l d on t h e s e c o n d o r t h i r d d a y b e f o r e t h a t of a 
33 

n e i g h b o u r h o o d p l a c e . T h i s w a s c e r t a i n l y a c o n c e p t w h i c h w a s 

g e n e r a l l y a p p l i e d . I n B a s i n g s t o k e p r i o r to 1203 t h e m a r k e t w a s 
o / 

h e l d on a S u n d a y , in w h i c h y e a r i t s h i f t e d to M o n d a y . 

E l even y e a r s l a t e r , h o w e v e r , i t w a s a g a i n m o v e d , to 

W e d n e s d a y , " i n o r d e r t h a t t h i s m a r k e t may no t b e i n j u r i o u s 
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to o t h e r m a r k e t s . " L i k e w i s e , i n q u i s i t o r s v i s i t i n g B i shops 

Wal tham in E d w a r d I ' s r e i g n r e p o r t e d t h a t " t h e m a r k e t 

of T i t c h f i e l d a n d Wal tham i s to t h e d a m a g e of t h e m a r k e t of 

. . . . w h i c h i s h e l d on a S a t u r d a y . " 

A more t h e o r e t i c a l a p p r o a c h w a s t e s t e d , in o r d e r to see if 

t h i s a d d e d to w h a t h a d a l r e a d y been a d d u c e d a b o u t t h e 

d e v e l o p m e n t or u r b a n i s m i n t h e c o u n t y . T h i s i n v o l v e d t h e 

t e c h n i q u e p i o n e e r e d b y t h e Swed i sh g e o g r a p h e r C h r i s t a l l e r , 

w h e r e b y u n i t s known a s T h i e s s e n p o l y g o n s a r e c o n s t r u c t e d 

a r o u n d a se t of known p o i n t s , i n o r d e r to d i v i d e t h e 
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a v a i l a b l e s p a c e i n t o h o m o g e n e o u s u n i t s . At t i m e s t h e 

t e c h n i q u e s of t h e o r e t i c a l m o d e l l i n g h a v e b e e n m i s u n d e r s t o o d 

by h i s t o r i a n s ; mode ls s u c h a s f i g . 2 . 2 do n o t p u r p o r t to 

show r e a l i t y ; t h e y a r e b e s t seen a s s t i m u l a n t s to 

c o n s t r u c t i v e a n d c h a l l e n g i n g t h i n k i n g . The u s e of T h i e s s e n 

p o l y g o n s i s a v e r y s i m p l e t e c h n i q u e , a n d o n e t h a t h a s m a n y 

a t t e n d a n t p r o b l e m s , l o n g r e c o g n i z e d b y g e o g r a p h e r s ; i t d o e s , 

f o r i n s t a n c e , a s s u m e a f l a t p l a i n w i t h a n e v e n d i s t r i b u t i o n 

of r e s o u r c e s , wh ich w a s o b v i o u s l y not t h e c a s e in m e d i e v a l 

H a m p s h i r e . 

When t h o s e p l a c e s w h i c h c a n p r o b a b l y be c o n s i d e r e d t h e 
go 

' m a i n c e n t r a l p l a c e s ' of t h e e l e v e n t h a n d t w e l f t h c e n t u r i e s 

a r e p l o t t e d , a n d T h i e s s e n p o l y g o n s c o n s t r u c t e d a r o u n d t h e m , 

t h e r e s u l t s a r e s t r i k i n g ( f i g . 2 . 2 ) . W i n c h e s t e r ' s p o s i t i o n c a n 

be l i k e n e d to t h a t of a s p i d e r a t t h e c e n t r e of a w e b , i n t h e 

w a y i n w h i c h i t d o m i n a t e s t h e m i d d l e of t h e c o u n t y , l y i n g 
39 

m i d w a y b e t w e e n many of t h e r e m a i n i n g c e n t r e s . By t h e 

f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , t a k i n g not a l l p l a c e s w i t h m a r k e t g r a n t s , 

b u t t h o s e w h i c h a p p e a r e d to Hughes to h a v e g r o u n d s f o r 

b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d t o w n s , t h e e x t e n t to w h i c h t h e d i f f e r e n t 

p a r t s of t h e c o u n t y h a v e d e v e l o p e d i s c l e a r . Over much of 

t h e c o u n t y t h e r e g u l a r s p a c i n g of t o w n s r e m a i n s , a s i t does 

u p t h e Avon a n d Test v a l l e y s . The c e n t r a l a r e a of t h e c o u n t y 

w a s no l o n g e r d o m i n a t e d b y W i n c h e s t e r t h o u g h , t h e town of 

New A l r e s f o r d h a v i n g t a k e n o v e r p a r t of i t s c a t c h m e n t a r e a , 

t o g e t h e r w i t h p a r t of A l t o n ' s, n e a t l y d i v i d i n g t h e m a i n p a r t 

of t h e H a m p s h i r e downs i n t o t h r e e e q u a l a r e a s of t h e o r e t i c a l 
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d o m i n a n c e , A much g r e a t e r d e g r e e of economic d e v e l o p m e n t 

c a n be seen i n t h e s o u t h - e a s t of t h e c o u n t y , w h e r e t h e S u s s e x 

c o a s t a l p l a i n e n t e r s t h e c o u n t y , a whole s e r i e s of t o w n s now 

b e i n g s u p p o r t e d b y t h e economic a c t i v i t i e s of t h a t r e g i o n . I t 

i s n o t i c e a b l e , on t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h a t l i t t l e h a d c h a n g e d e a s t 

of a l i n e d r a w n f rom King sclera to P e t e r s f i e l d , w i t h o n l y 

Odiham p o s s i b l y g a i n i n g s t a t u r e . 

A f u r t h e r s o u r c e of i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t t h e c o m p a r a t i v e l e v e l s 

of p r o s p e r i t y of H a m p s h i r e ' s m e d i e v a l u r b a n c e n t r e s a r e 

t h e v a r i o u s l a y s u b s i d i e s . By t h e t ime of t h e 1327 s u b s i d y 

t h e p e r i o d of e x p a n s i o n w i t h i n t h e economy w a s , a c c o r d i n g to 

most r e c e n t c o m m e n t a t o r s , o v e r , a n d w h a t s h o u l d be 

r e p r e s e n t e d a r e t h e t o w n s a n d m a r k e t c e n t r e s a t a s n e a r to 

t h e i r c o m m e r c i a l z e n i t h a s c a n be i s o l a t e d . P o t e n t i a l l y most 

i n t e r e s t i n g i s t h e c o m p a r i s o n t h a t c a n be m a d e b e t w e e n t h o s e 

p l a c e s w h i c h were d e s i g n a t e d a s b o r o u g h s a n d m a r k e t s b y 

t h e i r c o n t e m p o r a r i e s a n d a s t owns or c e n t r a l p l a c e s in 

t h i s d i s c u s s i o n , a n d p u r e l y r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t s , b y a c o m p a r i s o n 

of t h e d i f f e r i n g a m o u n t s of t a x p a i d a n d t h e n u m b e r of p e o p l e 

p a y i n g t o w a r d s i t . 

The re a r e two ma in p r o b l e m s i n a t t e m p t i n g t h i s c o m p a r i s o n , 

even if one i g n o r e s t h e p o t e n t i a l d i s c r e p a n c i e s c a u s e d b y 

e r r a t i c o r c o r r u p t l o c a l a s s e s s o r s . F i r s t l y , a town c o u l d 

h a v e a l a r g e p o p u l a t i o n b u t h a v e a s i z e a b l e n u m b e r of i t s 

i n h a b i t a n t s too poor to be l i a b l e f o r t h e s u b s i d y , a n d , s e c o n d l y , 

a whole g r o u p of h a m l e t s a n d o t h e r s m a l l r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t s 

c a n a p p e a r u n d e r one h e a d i n g , g i v i n g i t a s p u r i o u s l y 

i m p r e s s i v e s t a t u r e . Hence d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n r u r a l a n d u r b a n 

p l a c e s m a y , t h e o r e t i c a l l y , be v e r y much d i s t o r t e d b e c a u s e of 

t h i s . 

A f u r t h e r p o i n t w h i c h may h a v e a b e a r i n g on t h e v a l i d i t y of 

a n y c o n c l u s i o n s i s t h a t t h e n u m b e r of p e o p l e t a x e d w a s , i t 

a p p e a r s , q u i t e a s m a l l p r o p o r t i o n of t h e t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n of 

a n y one s e t t l e m e n t . Un les s t h i s w a s a c o n s t a n t p e r c e n t a g e , 

wh ich i s i n h e r e n t l y u n l i k e l y a s i t wou ld i m p l y a n even 

d i s t r i b u t i o n of t h o s e p e r s o n s w e a l t h y e n o u g h t o p a y t a x a c r o s s 
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t h e c o u n t y , t h e r e w i l l a g a i n be a b i a s i n t r o d u c e d . The 

s m a l l n u m b e r s r e c o r d e d c a n be shown b y t h e e x a m p l e s of 

S o u t h a m p t o n a n d W i n c h e s t e r , t h e f o r m e r w i t h 132 t a x p a y e r s i n 

1327, s econd on ly i n r e c o r d e d p o p u l a t i o n to W i n c h e s t e r w h i c h 
/ 2 

h a d 198 n a m e s no ted a l o n g w i t h a f u r t h e r 61 i n t h e s o k e . 

Yet i t h a s b e e n e s t i m a t e d t h a t S o u t h a m p t o n h a d a p r e - p l a g u e 
/ O 

p o p u l a t i o n of 2 ,500 , "or even a f ew h u n d r e d m o r e , " a n d 

W i n c h e s t e r a p r e - p l a g u e p o p u l a t i o n of c . 8 , 0 0 0 . ^ ^ Even s e v e n t y 

o r so y e a r s b e f o r e t h e t a x of 1327, w h i l e t h e y were s t i l l 

e x p a n d i n g , t h e b i s h o p of W i n c h e s t e r ' s new t o w n s of New A l r e s f o r d 

a n d Ove r ton h a d r e s p e c t i v e l y p e r h a p s 45 a n d o v e r 70 b u r g a g e 

p l o t s o c c u p i e d : o c c u p i e d , i t wou ld be t h o u g h t , b y r e s p e c t a b l e 

members of t h e e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l c o m m u n i t y , w e a l t h y e n o u g h to 

p a y t a x . However , o n l y 34 p e o p l e p a i d t o w a r d s t h e New 

A l r e s f o r d s u b s i d y t o t a l , a n d e l e v e n t o w a r d s O v e r t o n ' s . 

The f i g u r e s e x t r a c t e d f o r f i g . 2 . 3 do show t h a t , i n g e n e r a l , 

t h e p l a c e s s u g g e s t e d b y H u g h e s to be s m a l l t o w n s d i d h a v e 

s l i g h t l y more t a x p a y e r s t h a n p l a c e s w h i c h w e r e g r a n t e d a 

m a r k e t c h a r t e r b u t d i d not d e v e l o p t r u e u r b a n f u n c t i o n s . I t 

i s d o u b t f u l w h e t h e r a s t a t i s t i c i a n wou ld r e g a r d t h e d i f f e r e n c e s 

a s s i g n i f i c a n t t h o u g h . The u s e f u l n e s s of t h e f i g u r e s i s i n 

d o u b t e v e n more when i t i s c o n s i d e r e d w h e t h e r i t wou ld b e 

p o s s i b l e to i d e n t i f y t h e t o w n s if t h e o n l y d a t a a v a i l a b l e 

were t h e s u b s i d y i n f o r m a t i o n . E x a m i n a t i o n of a p p e n d i x I I I 

shows t h a t i n most h u n d r e d s w h e r e a town o r t o w n s a p p e a r 

t h e r e a r e r u r a l se t t l emen t s or t a x u n i t s w i th a t l e a s t a s m a n y , 

o r even more , t a x p a y e r s t h a n t h e s e p o s s e s s . Nor i s i t t h e 

c a s e t h a t a n u r b a n p a r i s h n e c e s s a r i l y p a i d t h e h i g h e s t s i n g l e 

sum in a h u n d r e d ; more o f t e n t h a n not i t w a s f a r o u t s t r i p p e d 

b y a r u r a l o n e . 

The c o n c l u s i o n seems i n e s c a p a b l e t h a t a s a b a s i s f o r t h e 

q u a n t i t a t i v e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of t o w n s , o r a s a m e a n s of c o m p a r i n g 

towns i d e n t i f i e d f rom o t h e r s o u r c e s , t a x l i s t s a r e l i k e l y to be 

of l i t t l e u s e i n t h i s p e r i o d . T h i s i s no t to n e g a t e t h e i r 

i m p o r t a n c e to s t u d e n t s of t h e m e d i e v a l t o w n , f o r t h e i n f o r m a t i o n 

t h e y c o n t a i n on t h e i n f r a - s t r u c t u r e of a t o w n ' s w e a l t h i s v e r y 

i m p o r t a n t , w i t h t h e i r l i s t s of n a m e s a n d sums p a i d . 
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Market Borough 
Hughes 
Town 

Taxed 
Population 
in 1327 

Date of Market Grant and 
day of week when held 

New Alresford X X X 34 1200, Thurs. 
Alton X X X 22 
Andover X X X 74 Pre 1200 
Barton Stacey X 26 1215, Sat. 
Basingstoke X X X 66 Pre 1203Sun., to 1214 Mon.then Wed. 

Bishops Waltham X X 23 ? mid 12th century 
Boarhunt X 24+6+10 1303, Sat. 
Botley X ? 31 1267, Tues. 
Broughton X 29 1247, Mon. 
Chawton X 6 
Christchurch X X (X) 17 
East Wellow X 9 1251, Wed. 
Emsworth X X 26 1239. Wed. 

Fareham X X X 25 by 1200 
Fordingbridge X X 12 
Greatham X 9 1270, Mon. 
Hambledon X 7 8 

Havant X X 35 1200, Tues. 
Hound X - 1251, Mon. 

Kilmeston X 15 
Kingsclere X X 37 Pre 1218 Sun., then Sat. 

Kings Somborne ? 20 
Lockerley X 14 1271, Wed. 
New Lymington X X X 32 By 1257 
East Meon ? 14 
Meonstoke X 14 1246, Mon. 

Milton X 12 1304, Tues., 1318, Thurs. 

Newtown X X X 11 1218 
Odiham X X 27 
Overton X X X - 1217/18 
Petersfield X X X 18 By 1183 
Portchester X X X 29 (+22) Sat. 

Portsmouth X X (X) 51 1194 
Ringwood X 77 1226, Wed. 
Romsey X X X 55 (+15) by 1135 
Selborne X 9 1270, Tues. 
Southampton X X (X) 132 Pre Conquest 
South Tidworth X 1 1270, Mon. 
Southwick X •? 25 
Stockbridge X X X 35 1200 
Thruxton X 28 1304, Mon. 
Titchfield X X 46 By 1086 
Wherwell X 10 1267, Wed. 
Whitchurch X X X 19 1241, Mon., 1248, Thurs. 

Wickham X 31 1269, Thurs. 

Winchester X X (X) 198 (+61) Pre Conquest 

Fig. 2.3. Places exhibiting evidence of having at least one urban attribute by 1327, 

with their recorded taxpaying populations at that date. 

Source: P.R.O. Index of Markets and Fairs, with additional information from M.F.Hughee 
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The E x p a n s i o n of A g r a r i a n P r o d u c t i o n 

E v i d e n c e f o r t h e c h r o n o l o g y of t h e e x p a n s i o n of t h e a r e a u n d e r 

a r a b l e c u l t i v a t i o n i n t h e c o u n t y i s l e s s c l e a r . The p o t e n t i a l 

s a m p l e i s not a s s t r i c t l y d e f i n e d a n d f i n i t e a s i t i s w i t h t h e 

s t u d y of t h e t o w n s , a n d t h e s u r v i v i n g d o c u m e n t a t i o n i s f a r 

more d i v e r s e , f r a g m e n t a r y a n d a m b i g u o u s . F u r t h e r m o r e , 

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l e v i d e n c e i s v e r y l i m i t e d . 

I t w a s o b s e r v e d a b o v e t h a t t h e most c o m p l e t e s a m p l e of d a t a 

on t h e r u r a l economy of t h e c o u n t y w a s p r o v i d e d b y t h e 

s u r v i v i n g a c c o u n t s of t h e b i s h o p s of W i n c h e s t e r s e s t a t e s . 

I t may wel l be t h a t t h e s c a l e of t h e e s t a t e s a n d t h e i r 

c e n t r a l i z e d m a n a g e m e n t m e a n t t h a t t h e y w e r e s l i g h t l y a t y p i c a l 

of H a m p s h i r e m a n o r s in g e n e r a l i n some a s p e c t s of t h e i r 

d e v e l o p m e n t . ^ ^ However , t h e l a r g e n u m b e r of t h e m a n o r s a n d 

t h e i r w ide d i s t r i b u t i o n a c r o s s t h e c o u n t y d o e s p r o v i d e a 

s o l i d q u a n t i t a t i v e b a s i s f o r t h e s t u d y o f , i n p a r t i c u l a r , t h e 

e x p a n s i o n a n d s u b s e q u e n t c o n t r a c t i o n of a r a b l e p r o d u c t i o n in 

t h i r t e e n t h a n d f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y H a m p s h i r e , b o t h i n t e r m s of 

t h e a r e a u n d e r c u l t i v a t i o n , w h i c h w i l l be t h e m a i n c o n c e r n 

h e r e , a n d t h e y i e l d s w h i c h were f o r t h c o m i n g f r o m t h e s e e d 
LI 

s o w n . I t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t t h e r e wou ld h a v e b e e n much 

d i v e r g e n c e o v e r a l l b e t w e e n t h e l e v e l of t h e s e t h i n g s on t h e 

b i s h o p s ' e s t a t e s a n d on t h o s e of o t h e r m a n o r i a l l o r d s , a s t h e y 

were b o t h u l t i m a t e l y t h e p r o d u c t s of r e s p o n s e s to c h a n g i n g 

l e v e l s of s u p p l y a n d d e m a n d , a n d t h e e f f e c t s t h e r e o f , o r of 

' n a t u r a l ' a g e n c i e s l i k e c l i m a t i c c h a n g e , s o i l e x h a u s t i o n ^ ^ or 
50 

weed i n f e s t a t i o n . 

51 

The P o s t a n t h e s i s i s a c c e p t e d a s t h e b a s i c p r e m i s e c o n c e r n i n g 

t h e g e n e r a l p a t t e r n of economic d e v e l o p m e n t t h r o u g h o u t t h i s t h e s i s , 

t h a t i s _ t h a t in t h e t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y c e r e a l p r o d u c t i o n took 

p r e c e d e n c e o v e r p a s t o r a l l a n d u s e , w h e t h e r f o r r e a s o n s of 

p r o f i t on t h e p a r t of t h e l a n d l o r d s , or b e c a u s e i t o f f e r e d t h e 

most e f f e c t i v e f o o d - r e t u r n f rom a p e a s a n t ' s l a n d . High p r o f i t s 

a n d a g e n e r a l c o n c e r n to m a x i m i s e p r o d u c t i o n w e r e b o t h t h e 

p r o d u c t s of t h e e f f e c t s of t h e t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y p o p u l a t i o n l e v e l , 

w h i c h p e r h a p s r o s e to a l e v e l u n s e e n a g a i n u n t i l t h e e i g h t e e n t h 
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c e n t u r y , a n d t h e g e n e r a l i n f l a t i o n i n t h e economy f rom 

£ . 1 1 6 0 , t h e y e a r s a r o u n d t h e t u r n of t h e t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y 

w i t n e s s i n g a p a r t i c u l a r l y v i c i o u s jump i n p r i c e s a n d 
52 

w a g e s . 

T i t o w ' s g e n e r a l c o n c l u s i o n s c o n c e r n i n g t h e W i n c h e s t e r 
53 

e s t a t e s , wh ich were s p r e a d a c r o s s s e v e r a l c o u n t i e s , w e r e 

t h a t f i r s t l y t h e g r e a t e s t g r o w t h i n t h e a r e a u n d e r a r a b l e 

c u l t i v a t i o n w a s d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d 1221-69, t h e d e c a d e 1227-37 

s e e i n g t h e p e a k y e a r s , w i t h up to 14,000 a c r e s u n d e r s e e d . 

From a b o u t 1270 t h e amoun t of a r a b l e l a n d i n u s e d e c l i n e d 

s t e a d i l y , to l e s s t h a n 11,000 a c r e s f rom 1284, a n d u n d e r 

10,000 f rom 1310, f rom 1321 t h e f i g u r e b e i n g be low 9 ,000 

a c r e s . I n o t h e r w o r d s , i n u n d e r a c e n t u r y o v e r a t h i r d 

of t h e l a n d g i v e n o v e r to a r a b l e p r o d u c t i o n i n 1227-37 c e a s e d 
55 

to be r e g u l a r l y c u l t i v a t e d in t h i s w a y . 

These c o n c l u s i o n s were e x a m i n e d in more d e t a i l f o r t h e 

H a m p s h i r e m a n o r s ( f i g . 2 . 4 ) . T h i s s t u d y w a s u n d e r t a k e n i n 

o r d e r to e x a m i n e f i r s t l y w h e t h e r t h e c h r o n o l o g y of e x p a n s i o n 

of t h e H a m p s h i r e m a n o r s a g r e e d w i t h t h a t p r o p o s e d b y Ti tow 

f o r t h e b i s h o p s ' e s t a t e s a s a w h o l e , a n d s e c o n d l y to see 

w h e t h e r w i t h i n H a m p s h i r e i t s e l f d i f f e r e n c e s w e r e a p p a r e n t in 

e i t h e r t h e r a t e of e x p a n s i o n , o r y i e l d l e v e l s p r o d u c e d . To 

t h i s l a t t e r e n d t h e b i s h o p s ' m a n o r s were d i v i d e d i n t o t h r e e 

g r o u p s , r e f l e c t i n g t h e t h r e e m a i n p h y s i c a l z o n e s i n t o w h i c h i t 

i s p o s s i b l e to d i v i d e t h e c o u n t y . These g r o u p s w e r e t h e wood-

l a n d m a n o r s of t h e n o r t h of t h e c o u n t y (Woodhay , High C l e r e , 

B u r g h c l e r e a n d E c c h i n s w e l l ) , t h o s e on or c l o s e to t h e C h a l k 

( A s h m a n s w o r t h , O v e r t o n , North W a l t h a m , Wie ld , A l r e s f o r d , B e n t l e y , 

Sutton, Che r i t on , Eas t Meon, E a s t Meon C h u r c h , a n d T w y f o r d a n d 

H a r w e l l ) a n d t h o s e s o u t h of t h e C h a l k on or c l o s e to t h e c o a s t a l 

p l a i n ( M a r d o n , S toke , B i t t e r n e , W a l t h a m , F a r e h a m a n d 

H a m b l e d o n ) . T h e r e were s u f f i c i e n t d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n t h e s e 

g r o u p s to s u g g e s t t h a t t h e d i v i s i o n s w e r e no t e n t i r e l y a r t i f i c i a l , 

a n d t h a t c h a n g e s , w h e t h e r t h e p r o d u c t of ' n a t u r a l ' a g e n c i e s 

l i k e g e o l o g y , so i l e x h a u s t i o n or i n c r e a s e d r a i n f a l l , o r of t h e 

f a r m i n g p o l i c i e s of t h e b i s h o p s ' o f f i c i a l s , w e r e o c c u r r i n g a t 

s l i g h t l y d i f f e r e n t t imes in e a c h of t h e t h r e e z o n e s . 
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I n t h e w o o d l a n d zone t h e r e w a s a n a v e r a g e d e c l i n e of n e a r l y 

e i g h t e e n p e r c e n t in t h e a m o u n t of l a n d u n d e r seed on t h e 

b i s h o p s ' m a n o r s in t h e p e r i o d 1271-99, c o m p a r e d w i t h t h e 

p e r i o d 1209-70, a b o u t t h e same a s on t h e C h a l k , w h e r e a s 

s o u t h of t h e C h a l k t h e r e w a s a n i n c r e a s e of a b o u t s i x p e r 
56 

c e n t , a l t h o u g h t h i s f i g u r e may be s l i g h t l y h i g h . (See 

f i g . 2 . 5 f o r t a b u l a t i o n of t h i s d a t a . ) When t h e f i g u r e s f o r 

t h e p e r i o d s 1271-99 a n d 1300-24 a r e c o m p a r e d , t h e w o o d l a n d 

a c r e a g e i s seen to c o n t i n u e to d e c l i n e , by some t e n p e r c e n t , 

a n d on a l l t h e s e m a n o r s , a l o n g w i t h t h e two most n o r t h e r l y 

c h a l k l a n d o n e s , Ove r ton a n d North W a l t h a m , t h e r e i s a n 

u n e x p e c t e d f a l l i n y i e l d s b e t w e e n t h e two p e r i o d s , w h i c h 
57 

s u g g e s t e d to Titow t h e o n s e t of so i l e x h a u s t i o n . On t h e 

C h a l k t h e a r e a u n d e r s eed a l s o c o n t i n u e d to d e c l i n e , b u t b y 

r a t h e r l e s s , some s i x p e r c e n t . The l a r g e s t f a l l w a s r e c o r d e d 

a m o n g s t t h e m a n o r s s o u t h of t h e C h a l k , w h e r e some f i f t e e n 

p e r c e n t of t h e l a n d c e a s e d to be r e g u l a r l y c u l t i v a t e d , b e t w e e n 

1300-24 a n d 1325-49 t h i s t r e n d a c c e l e r a t i n g w i t h a f u r t h e r 

t h i r t y - t h r e e p e r c e n t b e i n g l o s t . At t h e s ame t ime a n o t h e r 

t e n p e r c e n t w a s l o s t on t h e c h a l k l a n d m a n o r s , a n d a n a v e r a g e 

of s i x t e e n p e r c e n t on t h e w o o d l a n d o n e s . 

O v e r a l l , t h e amoun t of l a n d wh ich h a d c e a s e d to b e g i v e n o v e r 

to a r a b l e c u l t i v a t i o n b y t h e mid f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y a m o u n t e d to 

a b o u t t h i r t y - s e v e n p e r c e n t of t h a t i n u s e a c e n t u r y or so b e f o r e , 

w i t h t h e l a r g e s t d e c l i n e b e i n g s een on t h e a r e a s o u t h of t h e 

C h a l k , w h e r e a f o r t y - o n e p e r c e n t l o s s i s i n d i c a t e d . 

Titow a l s o e x t r a c t e d f rom t h e b i s h o p s ' a c c o u n t s t h e n u m b e r of 

a n i m a l s p r e s e n t on t h e m a n o r s a t a n y one t i m e , d i v i d i n g t h e s e 

i n t o two g r o u p s : sheep^ a n d h o r s e s p l u s c a t t l e . The ' a n i m a l 

r a t i o ' w a s t h e n u m b e r of a n i m a l s p r e s e n t p e r 100 a c r e s of 

a r a b l e l a n d , e a c h cow or h o r s e s c o r i n g 1, a n d e a c h s h e e p 0 . 2 5 , 

t h e s e t o t a l s b e i n g a d d e d t o g e t h e r to p r o d u c e a s i n g l e f i g u r e . 

His c o n c l u s i o n f o r t h e W i n c h e s t e r e s t a t e s a s a whole was t h a t 

t h e n u m b e r of a n i m a l s p r e s e n t r e a c h e d a p e a k _c. 1260, a n d 

t h a t a f t e r t h i s t h e t o t a l n u m b e r of a n i m a l s p r e s e n t g e n e r a l l y 

f e l l . At t h e same t ime t h e a m o u n t of a r a b l e l a n d i n u s e 
58 

d e c l i n e d f a s t e r t h a n d i d t h e n u m b e r of a n i m a l s on t h e m a n o r s . 



GROUP 1, WOODLAND MANORS 

Woodhay 
Highclere 
Ecchinswell 
Burghclere 
Total/Average 

AVERAGE ACREAGE UNDER SEED 

P.I. 

238 

157 

166 

376 

937 

% 
Change 

P. II. 

-30.3 
-25.9 
+ 2.4 
-17.3 
-17.7 

166 
117 

170 

311 

764 

% 
Change 

-22.2 

-17.1 

- 2.8 

-10.5 

P.III. 

166 
91 

141 
303 
701 

% 
Change 

-20.5 
-19.8 
-12.1 
-12.2 
-16.6 

P.IV. 

132 
73 

124 
266 
595 

I-IV 
% Loss 

36.5 

Inter-Period Changes 
in Animal Ratio 

I - I I I I - I I I 

— 6 

+50 
- 6 
- 1 0 

+ 7 

+14 
+20 

+ 6 

+10 

III-IV 

- 1 2 

+21 
+14 
+12 
+ 8.7 

GROUP 2, CHALKLAND MANORS 
Ashmansworth 
Overton 
N. Waltham 
Wield 
Alresford 
Bentley 
Sutton 
Cheriton 
Beauworth 
E. Meon 
E.Meon Church 
Twyford 
Total/Average 

185 
307 
221 
206 
247 
187 
262 
381 
140 
619 
92 

633 
3480 

-33.0 
- 3.6 
-18.6 
-43.7 
-33.2 

- 5.4 
-24.1 
-26.8 
-28.6 
- 7.0 
-13.1 

- 2.8 

-19.5 

124 
296 
180 
116 
165 
177 
199 
279 
100 
576 

80 
615 

2907 

-18.6 
-29.4 
- 8.3 
+ 8.6 
+11.5 
-10.1 

- 3.5 
+ 1.4 
+ 9.0 
-15.3 
- 3.8 
-13.7 

- 6.0 

101 
209 
165 
126 
184 
159 
192 
283 
109 
488 
77 
531 

2624 

-22.8 
+ 2.9 
-19.4 
- 7.9 

+ 3.8 
-13.0 
-19.1 
-10.1 
- 3.1 
-16.9 
-26.7 

-10.6 

78 
215 
133 
116 
184 
165 
167 
229 
98 

473 
64 

389 

2311 

+25 
- 9 
- 1 6 

+ 9 
- 5 
- 6 

- 4 
+ 4 
+ 1 
+ 6 

33.6 

6 

0.1 

+25 
+35 
+ 5 
+34 
+38 

+43 
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GROUP 3, COASTAL PLAIN MANORS 
Mardon 
Stoke 
Bitterne 
Waltham 
Fareham 
Hambledon 
Total/Average 
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94 
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254 

1710 

+41.7 
+14.9 
- 1.1 
-20.7 

+ 0.4 

+ 5.8 
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170 
93 

422 
286 
255 

1787 

-19.3 
-12.4 
-15.1 
-17.8 
-22.7 
- 4.3 
-15.2 

453 
149 
79 

347 
221 
244 

1493 

-26.7 
-41.6 
-34.2 
-45.5 
-34.8 
-17.6 

-33.4 

332 
87 
52 

189 
144 
201 

1005 41.3 

-24 
- 1 8 

-27 
+ 4 

- 2 0 

- 1 

-14.3 

+27 
+ 7 
+19 
+ 9 
+ 5 
+16 
+13.8 

- 8 

+16 
- 4 
+30 
+37 
+11 

+13.6 

PERIOD I: 1209-70; PERIOD II: 1271-99; PERIOD III: 1300-24; PERIOD IV: 1325-49 

Fig. 2.5 Changes in the Area Under Seed, and the Number of Animals kept, on the Hampshire Manors of 
the Bishop of Winchester. Based on Figures given in J.Z.Titow Winchester Yields, Appendix L. ^3 
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For t h e H a m p s h i r e m a n o r s , t h e g e n e r a l g r o w t h i n t h e a n i m a l 

r a t i o i s c l e a r , a l t h o u g h w h i l s t t h e r e w a s a s t e a d y i n c r e a s e 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e p e r i o d s d e f i n e d a b o v e on t h e w o o d l a n d m a n o r s a n d 

on t h o s e s o u t h of t h e C h a l k , on t h e C h a l k i t s e l f t h e g r o w t h 

o c c u r r e d i n t h e one p h a s e , b e t w e e n t h e p e r i o d s 1271-99 a n d 

1300-24, l a r g e l y d u e t o a n i n c r e a s e in t h e n u m b e r of s h e e p b e i n g 
59 

r u n . Whether t h i s p o l i c y of b o o s t i n g t h e a n i m a l r a t i o w a s 

d e l i b e r a t e or not i t s e f f e c t on so i l f e r t i l i t y w a s p r o b a b l y s l i g h t ; 

on t h e c h a l k l a n d s , f o r i n s t a n c e , t h e b i g i n c r e a s e i n t h e a n i m a l 

r a t i o m e a n t , in r e a l t e r m s , a n i n c r e a s e of one cow o r h o r s e b e i n g 

k e p t f o r e a c h f o u r a c r e s of a r a b l e , or one s h e e p p e r a c r e . 

T h e r e f o r e , u s i n g t h e f i g u r e s e x t r a c t e d b y T i t o w , i t i s p o s s i b l e 

f rom t h e s a m p l e of t h e t w e n t y - o n e ma in m a n o r s of t h e b i s h o p s 

of W i n c h e s t e r in H a m p s h i r e , to s u g g e s t t h e b r o a d p a t t e r n of 

r u r a l a g r a r i a n d e v e l o p m e n t d u r i n g t h e t h i r t e e n t h a n d f o u r t e e n t h 

c e n t u r i e s in H a m p s h i r e . I t seems t h e r e w a s a p e r i o d of 

e x p a n s i o n , w h i c h s t a r t e d a t a n u n k n o w n d a t e , b u t w h i c h l a s t e d 

u n t i l t h e mid t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , a f t e r w h i c h t h e r e w a s a 

c o n t r a c t i o n in b o t h t h e a r e a u n d e r a r a b l e c u l t i v a t i o n a n d t h e 

y i e l d s o b t a i n e d p e r a c r e . To some e x t e n t t h i s r e d u c t i o n w a s 

c o u n t e r b a l a n c e d b y a b e t t e r s t o c k k e e p i n g r a t i o , a n d b y more 

e m p h a s i s i n p a r t i c u l a r on s h e e p f a r m i n g . ^ ^ T h e s e c h a n g e s 

o c c u r r e d a t s l i g h t l y d i f f e r e n t t imes in e a c h of t h e t h r e e z o n e s 

i n t o w h i c h t h e H a m p s h i r e m a n o r s of t h e b i s h o p s c a n b e d i v i d e d . 

The P r o g r e s s of t h e A s s a r t i n g Movement 

I t i s much more d i f f i c u l t to s u g g e s t a s i m i l a r c h r o n o l o g y f o r t h e 

p r o g r e s s of t h e a s s a r t i n g movement in t h e c o u n t y . In a r e v i e w , 

H . E . H a l l a m s t a t e d t h a t a 3 i a c r e a s s a r t b y B e a u l i e u a b b e y a t 

Sober ton w a s " t y p i c a l of t h e l a t e a s s a r t i n g of H a m p s h i r e , a l t h o u g h 

he d i d no t s t a t e w h a t l ed him to b e l i e v e in t h i s g e n e r a l i z a t i o n . 

C e r t a i n l y t h e r e a r e c a s e s i n t h e c o u n t y w h e r e ' l a t e ' , t h a t i s 

t h i r t e e n t h a n d f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y a s s a r t i n g i s k n o w n . Of t h e 

W i n c h e s t e r m a n o r s , Titow n o t e d t h a t W a l t h a m , T w y f o r d a n d 

t h e m a n o r s of t h e Cle re g r o u p , t h a t i s B u r g h c l e r e , High 

C l e r e , E c c h i n s w e l l , A s h m a n s w o r t h a n d W o o d h a y , w e r e 



" c o l o n i z i n g e x t e n s i v e l y " in t h e t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . I t w i l l 

b e no t ed be low how i n P a m b e r f o r e s t , to t h e e a s t of t h e s e m a n o r s , 

a s s a r t i n g c o n t i n u e d into t h e f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

A m i d - f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y c u s t u m a l a n d r e n t a l of t h e m a n o r of 

C r o n d a l l , h e l d b y S t . S w i t h u n ' s P r i o r y , W i n c h e s t e r , p r o v i d e s 

u s e f u l d e t a i l s a b o u t t h e s c a l e a n d t o t a l e x t e n t of t e n a n t 

e n c r o a c h m e n t by t h i s t i m e T h e m a n o r c o v e r e d some 29,000 

a c r e s of t h e n o r t h - e a s t c o r n e r of t h e c o u n t y , much of t h e l a n d 

b e i n g e x t r e m e l y m a r g i n a l h e a t h l a n d . What i t i s not p o s s i b l e 

to e s t a b l i s h i s t h e c h r o n o l o g y of t h e c l e a r a n c e movemen t . To 

some e x t e n t , t h o u g h , a r e l a t i v e c h r o n o l o g y c a n b e e s t a b l i s h e d , 

a s in c e r t a i n c a s e s a n e n c r o a c h m e n t w a s n o t e d a s ' n e w ' , a n d 

some of t h e c u s t o m a r y t e n a n t s h e l d e n c r o a c h m e n t s f o r w h i c h 

t h e y p a i d only a r e n t , no s e r v i c e b e i n g a t t a c h e d , a s w a s 

n o r m a l l y t h e c a s e . Th i s a l s o s u g g e s t s t h e re la t ive ly l a t e 

a p p e a r a n c e of t h e p a r t i c u l a r e n c r o a c h m e n t s . 

Amongst t h e c o n s t i t u e n t m a n o r s A l d e r s h o t h a d a t o t a l of 245 

a c r e s of e n c r o a c h m e n t s n o t e d , C r o o k h a m 214, a n d Y a t e l y 

some 5 5 i , t h e a v e r a g e s i ze of t h e c l e a r a n c e s b e i n g 5, 8 | a n d 

j u s t u n d e r 2 a c r e s r e s p e c t i v e l y . In f o u r i n s t a n c e s e n c r o a c h m e n t s 

were ' n e w ' , t h e a m o u n t s c o n c e r n e d b e i n g 5, 3 a n d 1 a c r e , 

t h e t o t a l f o r a l l Crondal l . ' s c o n s t i t u e n t m a n o r s t o t a l l i n g 23 

a c r e s . Demesne l a n d does not a p p e a r i n t he d o c u m e n t , so i t i s 

d i f f i c u l t to g i v e o v e r a l l f i g u r e s , b u t on some of t h e m a n o r s , 

l i k e C r o o k h a m , t h e l a n d l i s t e d a s h a v i n g b e e n e n c r o a c h e d a lmos t 

e q u a l l e d i n amoun t t h a t l i s t e d a s c o t l a n d , or b y v i r g a t e , f o r 

w h i c h c u s t o m a r y s e r v i c e w a s d o n e . The o v e r a l l i m p r e s s i o n 

g i v e n b y t h e r e n t a l i s t h a t when i t w a s composed i n t h e mid 

f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y ^ ^ t h e a s s a r t i n g movement w a s s t i l l 

c o n t i n u i n g , a movement w h i c h h a d p r e v i o u s l y b e e n a v i g o r o u s 

v e h i c l e of c h a n g e w i t h i n t h e l a n d s c a p e . 

O b v i o u s l y , w h a t i s n e e d e d to e n a b l e s o l i d c o n c l u s i o n s to b e 

d r a w n , i s a s e r i e s of f i g u r e s w h i c h w i l l a l l o w q u a n t i f i c a t i o n , 

p r e f e r a b l y t h e s e c o v e r i n g bo th a l a r g e a n d c o n s t a n t g e o g r a p h i c a l 

a r e a , a n d a s u f f i c i e n t l e n g t h of t ime to a l l ow t r e n d s to b e 

i d e n t i f i e d . One of t h e few a t t e m p t s to s t u d y t h e a s s a r t i n g 
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movement in E n g l a n d on a s c a l e o u t s i d e the p a r o c h i a l , o r 

w i t h i n "the c o n t e x t of a l a r g e e s t a t e , h a s b e e n b y R a f t i s , 

whose s t u d y of a s s a r t i n g in t h e r o y a l f o r e s t s of N o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e 

i n t h e e a r l y t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y w a s made p o s s i b l e b y t h e 

s u r v i v a l of s e v e r a l k e y l i s t s of ' o l d a s s a r t s 

The f o r e s t s of H a m p s h i r e do not fo rm s u c h a n e a t who le a s 

do t h o s e of N o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e f o r t h e h i s t o r i a n , a n d , w h i l s t 

t h e b r o a d p a t t e r n of t h e i r d e v e l o p m e n t a n d g e o g r a p h i c a l e x t e n t 

i s k n o w n , l i t t l e d e t a i l e d work h a s y e t been d o n e on t h e m , w i th 
69 

t h e e x c e p t i o n of t h e New F o r e s t . As in o t h e r c o u n t i e s , t h e 

amount of l a n d c o n s i d e r e d to be u n d e r f o r e s t l a w v a r i e d f rom 

one p e r a m b u l a t i o n to t h e n e x t , a n d t h i s , of c o u r s e , o f t e n b o r e 
70 

l i t t l e r e l a t i o n to t h e ' economic fo res t ' ; t h e a r e a t r a d i t i o n a l l y 

c o n s i d e r e d to be f o r e s t a n d e x p l o i t e d a s s u c h , a n d w h i c h 

a p p e a r s in C h a n c e r y a n d E x c h e q u e r d o c u m e n t s t h r o u g h o u t most 

of t h e t h i r t e e n t h a n d f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s , i r r e s p e c t i v e of t h e 

l e g a l b o u n d a r i e s a t a n y one t i m e , a s t h e Crown s o u g h t to 
71 

p r o t e c t i t s i n t e r e s t s a n d p r e r o g a t i v e s t h e r e . N e i t h e r t h e 

l e g a l n o r t h e economic f o r e s t n e c e s s a r i l y h a d a n y 

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e w i th t h e s u r v i v i n g w o o d l a n d o r w a s t e , a n d i t 

h a s y e t to b e s a t i s f a c t o r i l y d e m o n s t r a t e d if f o r e s t l a w d i d in 
72 

p r a c t i c e slow down t h e c l e a r a n c e of l a n d . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , even w i t h t h e s e r e s e r v a t i o n s , a n d t h o s e w h i c h 

h a v e b e e n e x p r e s s e d a t v a r i o u s t i m e s a b o u t t h e e x a c t l i n e of 

t h e b o u n d a r i e s t h e y show, i t i s i n s t r u c t i v e to c o m p a r e t h e two 

m a p s w h i c h h a v e b e e n p u b l i s h e d s h o w i n g the e x t e n t of t h e 
73 

r o y a l f o r e s t i n t h e mid t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , a n d i n t h e p e r i o d 
"7 / 

1327-36. H a m p s h i r e w a s a l w a y s one of t h e c o u n t i e s most 

a f f e c t e d b y f o r e s t l a w , a n d i n t h e l a t e r of t h e two p e r i o d s a b o u t 

h a l f of t h e c o u n t y w a s s t i l l t h e o r e t i c a l l y s u b j e c t to t h e e x t r a 
75 

r e s t r i c t i o n s i t i m p o s e d . The New F o r e s t , b e t w e e n S o u t h a m p t o n 

Water a n d t h e Avon, c o v e r e d t h e l a r g e s t a r e a of t h e H a m p s h i r e 

f o r e s t s , b u t f a r more s e t t l e m e n t s w e r e g e n e r a l l y a f f e c t e d b y 

b e i n g w i t h i n t h e f o r e s t s of B e r e - b y - P o r t c h e s t e r i n t h e s o u t h -

e a s t , B e r e - b y - ¥ i n c h e s t e r , B u c k h o l t a n d Chu te i n t h e wes t of 

t h e c o u n t y , P a m b e r a n d B a g s h o t i n t h e n o r t h , a n d Woolmer a n d 

Alice Holt to t h e e a s t . I t may w e l l be t h i s f a c t o r , t h e l a t e 
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s u r v i v a l of f o r e s t l a w o v e r much of H a m p s h i r e , wh ich h a s g i v e n 

t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t i t w a s a county w h e r e m u c h l a t e a s s a r t i n g 

took p l a c e . The p o i n t h a s a l r e a d y b e e n m a d e , t h o u g h , t h a t 

i n m a n y p l a c e s t h e o p e r a t i o n of t h e f o r e s t s y s t e m may h a v e h a d 

l i t t l e o r no e f f e c t on t h e s c a l e of t h e a s s a r t i n g movement , a n d 

i t w i l l t a k e a v e r y d e t a i l e d , o b j e c t i v e , s t u d y of a l l of t h e 

c o u n t y ' s f o r e s t s b e f o r e t h i s p r o b l e m i s r e s o l v e d . 

S t a g g h a s r e c e n t l y e d i t e d t h e s u r v i v i n g New F o r e s t d o c u m e n t s , 

a n d t h e s e show t h a t i n t h i s p a r t of t h e c o u n t y c l e a r a n c e s were 

a c t i v e l y b e i n g t a k e n up u n t i l t h e 1330 ' s when t h e f o r e s t e y r e s 

were d i s c o n t i n u e d . A g a i n , t h o u g h , b e c a u s e t h e r e i s so l i t t l e 

s e q u e n t i a l m a t e r i a l s u r v i v i n g f rom t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of t h e 

f o r e s t i t i s d i f f i c u l t to e s t i m a t e if a s much a s s a r t i n g w a s t a k i n g 

p l a c e i n t h e e a r l y f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y a s t h e r e h a d b e e n a 

h u n d r e d y e a r s p r e v i o u s l y . The m a r g i n a l q u a l i t y of t h e l a n d 

b e i n g b r o u g h t i n t o u s e i s we l l d e m o n s t r a t e d b y t h e e y r e r o l l s ; 

in t h e R e t u r n of t h e To ta l P r o f i t of A s s a r t s , C r o p s a n d 

P u r p r e s t u r e s f o r 1217-44 t h e r e were t h i r t y - f o u r c a s e s w h e r e a 

f i n e f o r a c r o p w a s p a i d , a n d s e v e n t e e n w h e r e i t w a s no t a s 
77 

t h e l a n d w a s f a l l o w . The 132 a c r e s i n v o l v e d were m a d e u p 

of a t l e a s t f i f t y - s i x d i f f e r e n t b l o c k s of l a n d , t h e most common 

s i ze of a s s a r t b e i n g u n d e r two a c r e s . A v e r y s i m i l a r 

i m p r e s s i o n of t h e s i ze of t h e s e e x t e n s i o n s to t h e c u l t i v a t e d 

a r e a comes f rom t h e F o r e s t P l e a s of 1257. T h e s e a l s o n o t e 

t h e t y p e of c r o p g r o w n in t h a t y e a r ; of t he t w e n t y - s e v e n 

p u r p r e s t u r e s , t w e n t y - t w o w e r e sown w i t h o a t s , f o u r w i t h w i n t e r 
w h e a t a n d one w i t h r y e , e m p h a s i z i n g t h e m a r g i n a l q u a l i t y of 

78 
t h e l a n d . 

I t w a s t h e u n c l e a r e d a n d u n d e r p o p u l a t e d a s p e c t of so much of 

t h e New F o r e s t t h a t made i t s u c h a s u i t a b l e s i t e f o r t h e 

f o u n d a t i o n of a C i s t e r c i a n h o u s e , to be known a s B e a u l i e u , 

i n 1204. E x p a n s i o n c o n t i n u e d a r o u n d t h e a b b e y in t h e 

t h i r t e e n t h a n d i n t o t h e e a r l y d e c a d e s of t h e f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y 

w i t h , f o r i n s t a n c e , a g r a n g e b e i n g f o u n d e d to e x p l o i t r e c e n t 

a s s a r t s a t H o l b u r y p r o b a b l y in t h e e a r l y t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

F u r t h e r e x t e n s i o n s to t h i s , a n d t h e n e a r b y O t t e rwood g r a n g e l e d , 

in 1324, to t h e o r g a n i z e d d e s t r u c t i o n of a s s a r t b o u n d a r i e s b y 
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l o c a l commoners , whose r i g h t s of common were b e i n g s u p p r e s s e d 
79 

o v e r t h e 223% a c r e s i n v o l v e d . 

Such i n s t a n c e s s e r v e o n l y to show t h a t t h e r e w e r e c a s e s , a n d 

a r e a s , w h e r e c l e a r a n c e , or r e c l a m a t i o n , c o n t i n u e d a f t e r t h e 
80 

a g r i c u l t u r a l l y d i s a s t r o u s y e a r s of 1315-22, a p p a r e n t l y o f t e n 

on some of t h e p o t e n t i a l l y l e a s t r e w a r d i n g l a n d i n t h e c o u n t y . 

They do n o t , t h o u g h , a s h a s b e e n e m p h a s i z e d , a l l o w q u a n t i t a t i v e 

a s s e s s m e n t s a n d c o m p a r i s o n s to b e m a d e . E v i d e n c e f rom o t h e r 

a r e a s w h e r e t h e p r o c e s s i s b e t t e r d o c u m e n t e d w o u l d s u g g e s t t h a t 

t h e f i r s t s t a g e of e x p a n s i o n , i n r e s p o n s e to p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h , 

would b e t h e e n l a r g e m e n t of t h e f i e l d a r e a s a r o u n d t h e e x i s t i n g 

s e t t l e m e n t n u c l e i . Only when f u r t h e r e x p a n s i o n h a d b e e n 

p r e v e n t e d by t h e a r r i v a l a t t h e p h y s i c a l or l e g a l b o u n d a r i e s 

of a s e t t l e m e n t , or b y d i s t a n c e f rom t h e v i l l t o t h e o u t e r f i e l d s 
8 l 

m e a n i n g a p r o h i b i t i v e l y l e n g t h y j o u r n e y b e t w e e n t h e two , 

wou ld ' d a u g h t e r s e t t l e m e n t s ' , o f t e n on t h e more m a r g i n a l 

l a n d t o w a r d s t h e e d g e of t h e p a r i s h or t o w n s h i p , be 

e s t a b l i s h e d . I n a r e a s of p r e f e r r e d s e t t l e m e n t , w i t h c l o s e l y 

s p a c e d n u c l e i , p i e c e m e a l a s s a r t i n g wou ld use a l l t h e a v a i l a b l e 

l a n d u p f a r more q u i c k l y t h a n wou ld be t h e c a s e in a r e a s of 

l e s s p r e f e r r e d s e t t l e m e n t w i t h more w i d e l y s p a c e d s e t t l e m e n t s . 

A l s o , t h e r e wou ld be l e s s o p p o r t u n i t y f o r d i s c r e t e f r e e h o l d 

e s t a t e s to be e s t a b l i s h e d , t h e s e i n t h e m a i n b e i n g f o u n d i n 

d i s t r i c t s w i t h s u b s t a n t i a l t r a c t s of m a r g i n a l , l a r g e l y u n c l e a r e d 

l a n d . 

C e r t a i n l y p r e l i m i n a r y work i n d i c a t e s t h a t r e g i o n a l d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n 

o c c u r s in H a m p s h i r e in t h e t y p e s of n u c l e a t e d s e t t l e m e n t ^ a n d 

f u t u r e work may a l l ow t h e v a r i o u s d i f f e r e n t p l a n - t y p e s to b e 
82 

r e l a t e d to t e n u r i a l , g e o g r a p h i c a l o r c h r o n o l o g i c a l f a c t o r s . 

I n Domesday 458 s e t t l e m e n t s were n o t e d f o r H a m p s h i r e a n d t h e 

I s l e of Wigh t , of w h i c h a t l e a s t 101 l a y on t h e l a t t e r . The 

C o n q u e r o r ' s s u r v e y , a s e v e r , p o s e s p r o b l e m s ; w e r e Brown a n d 

Ch i l t on C a n d o v e r b o t h in e x i s t e n c e b y 1086, o n l y t h e s u f f i x 
84 

C a n d e v r e a p p e a r i n g in t h e s u r v e y . The s i x e n t r i e s f o r O r d i e 

a r e now r e p r e s e n t e d by t h e f o u r ' W o r t h y ' v i l l a g e s . I n t h i s 

c o n t e x t t h e work b y T a y l o r a n d F o a r d in N o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e may 

p r o v e to be s i g n i f i c a n t , w i t h i t s s u g g e s t i o n t h a t ' b a l l i n g ' of 
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a p r e v i o u s l y more d i s p e r s e d s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n may only h a v e 
85 

o c c u r r e d in t h e l a t e r Saxon p e r i o d . Whi ls t i t i s t o d a y 

a c c e p t e d t h a t one of t h e most d i s t i n g u i s h i n g c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of 

m e d i e v a l n u c l e a t e d s e t t l e m e n t s w a s f l u i d i t y of no t on ly h o u s e 

o r i e n t a t i o n a n d p l a n , b u t a l s o s i t e , ^ ^ i t may b e t h a t in p a r t s 

of t h e c o u n t r y even b a s i c s e t t l e m e n t u n i t s h a d y e t to become 

e s t a b l i s h e d by 1086.^^ 

Us ing t h e t i t h e m a p s of t h e 1830 ' s a n d 4 0 ' s a s a s t a n d a r d 

s o u r c e a s a m p l e of v i l l a g e s f rom e a c h of s e v e r a l r e g i o n s w a s 
88 

e x a m i n e d . In t h e n o r t h - w e s t of t h e c o u n t y a n u m b e r of l o n g , 

n a r r o w p a r i s h e s r u n n i n g b e t w e e n T h r u x t o n a n d W h e r w e l l , 

v i s u a l l y form a d i s c r e t e g r o u p . These b e l o n g t o a t y p e of 

p a r i s h w h i c h h a s l o n g b e e n r e c o g n i z e d e l s e w h e r e , t h e c l a s s i c 

e x a m p l e s b e i n g t h o s e of t h e I w e r n e v a l l e y in D o r s e t , w i t h t h e 

v i l l a g e s ' l a n d r u n n i n g u p onto d o w n l a n d a n d w o o d l a n d f rom i t s 

a r a b l e f i e l d s a t t a c h e d to a v a l l e y - b o t t o m s e t t l e m e n t . E a c h of 

t h e s e t t l e m e n t s e x a m i n e d i n t h e g r o u p w a s v e r y n u c l e a t e d , a n d 

o u t l y i n g h a m l e t s or f a r m s were u n u s u a l , t h e c r o f t s l y i n g i n a 

l i n e a l o n g t h e r o a d , i t s e l f p a r a l l e l w i t h t h e w a t e r c o u r s e . Whi l s t 

e a c h h a d the b a s i c e l e m e n t s of d w e l l i n g s f r o n t - o n to t h e s t r e e t , 

w i t h t h e c r o f t s r u n n i n g b a c k f rom t h e s e , t h e r e w a s l i t t l e 

e v i d e n c e of a p l a n n e d o r i g i n f o r t h e l a y o u t s , l i t t l e r e g u l a r i t y 

of d i m e n s i o n a p p e a r i n g b e t w e e n t h e d i f f e r e n t p r o p e r t i e s . The 

one p o s s i b l e e x c e p t i o n w a s Upper C l a t f o r d w h e r e t h e r e w e r e l o r g , 

t h i n c r o f t s r u n n i n g b a c k on e i t h e r s i d e of t h e r o a d , f o r m i n g 

a t w o - r o w v i l l a g e . In o t h e r v i l l a g e s c r o f t s w e r e s q u a t , a l m o s t 

s q u a r e i n some c a s e s , e s p e c i a l l y in Abbo t t s A n n . 

E l s e w h e r e in t h e c o u n t y , t h e r e a r e c a s e s w h e r e m e d i e v a l p l a n n i n g 

o r r e - o r g a n i z a t i o n c a n b e a r g u e d . At A b b o t s t o n e , a d e s e r t e d 

m e d i e v a l v i l l a g e , a r e g u l a r t w o - r o w v i l l a g e , w i t h u p to s i x 

l o n g , n a r r o w c r o f t s on one s i d e of t h e s t r e e t , c a n be r e c o g n i s e d 
90 

on a n a e r i a l p h o t o g r a p h . L i n e a r a r r a n g e m e n t s of p r o p e r t i e s 
91 92 

c a n a g a i n be seen a t I d s w o r t h a n d Hartley M a u d i t t f r o m t h e 

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l e v i d e n c e , a n d t h e map e v i d e n c e i n d i c a t e s a 
93 

p o s s i b l y s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n i n t h e p a r i s h of Hart ley W e s p a l l . 

As w i l l b e d i s c u s s e d i n d e t a i l b e l o w , a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e a r e a s 

of m e d i e v a l w o o d l a n d c l e a r a n c e in t h e Loddon a r e a i s a p a t t e r n 
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of c l a s s i c d i s p e r s e d s e t t l e m e n t , v i l l a g e s b e i n g made up of 

s e v e r a l o f t e n w i d e l y s p a c e d c l u s t e r s of h o u s e s . Some of 

t h e s e a r e c l a s s i c ' E n d ' v i l l a g e s j w h i c h in some c a s e s may 

h a v e b e e n p o l y f o c a l i n o r i g i n . ' G r e e n ' n a m e s a r e f a i r l y 

common, a n d some g r e e n s s t i l l s u r v i v e in t h e a r e a t o d a y . 

S i m i l a r s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n s a r e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e o t h e r r e g i o n s 

of m e d i e v a l wood a n d f o r e s t , p a r t i c u l a r l y to t h e west of t h i s 

i n t h e a r e a of t h e C l e r e g r o u p of m a n o r s , a l t h o u g h t h e e a r l y 
95 

n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y map e v i d e n c e s u g g e s t s t h a t i t w a s o n l y in 

t h e Loddon a r e a a n d a r o u n d t h e C l e r e s t h a t t h e d i s t i n c t i v e 

g r e e n s a n d ' E n d ' v i l l a g e s a p p e a r e d i n a n y n u m b e r . 

I n g e n e r a l , h o w e v e r , t h e p o s t - m e d i e v a l map e v i d e n c e s u g g e s t s 

t h a t t h e most common v i l l a g e form in H a m p s h i r e w a s a loose 

a g g l o m e r a t i o n of s q u a t , o f t e n i r r e g u l a r l y s i z e d c r o f t s , a d j a c e n t 

to t h e e s t a b l i s h e d m a j o r v i l l a g e e l e m e n t s , s u c h a s c h u r c h , 

m a n o r a n d r o a d j u n c t i o n . R a r e l y d i d s e t t l e m e n t e x t e n d u p on to 

t h e d o w n l a n d , p o s s i b l y in c o n t r a s t to t h e s i t u a t i o n in t h e mid 

Saxon p e r i o d , w h e r e t h e i n d i c a t i o n s a r e t h a t some q u i t e l a r g e 
96 

v i l l a g e s were d e l i b e r a t e l y s i t e d on e x p o s e d h i l l t o p p o s i t i o n s . 
97 

C h a l t o n i s t h e c l a s s i c t y p e - s i t e , a n d i t h a s y e t to be 

s a t i s f a c t o r i l y e x p l a i n e d why t h e r e w a s a p p a r e n t l y s u c h a 

c h a n g e in t h e s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n in t h e l a t e S a x o n p e r i o d . 

C u n l i f f e ' s o r i g i n a l model , w h i c h h a d t h e h i l l t o p s i t e b e i n g 

d e s e r t e d in f a v o u r of two, or p o s s i b l y t h r e e , v a l l e y - b o t t o m 
98 

s e t t l e m e n t s in t h e t e n t h or e l e v e n t h c e n t u r y h a s b e e n 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y d e m o l i s h e d b y t h e d i s c o v e r y of e i g h t h to n i n t h 

c e n t u r y p o t t e r y a n d u n s t r a t i f i e d s h e r d s of v e g e t a b l e -

t e m p e r e d w a r e , a n d a s s o c i a t e d a r c h a e o l o g i c a l f e a t u r e s i n t h e 
99 

modern v a l l e y - b o t t o m C h a l t o n v i l l a g e . I t m a y be t h a t h e r e too 

t h e r e w a s a ' b a l l i n g ' of a p r e v i o u s l y more d i s p e r s e d g r o u p i n g 

of s e t t l e m e n t s , a l t h o u g h f a r more work w i l l b e n e e d e d in t h e 

a r e a b e f o r e i t c a n b e s een w h i c h , if e i t h e r , of t h e s e two 

m o d e l s , wh ich a r e d i a m e t r i c a l l y o p p o s i t e in t h e i r b a s i c f e a t u r e s , 

i s c o r r e c t . 

I t i s c l e a r , t h e r e f o r e , f r o m t h i s p r e l i m i n a r y s u r v e y , t h a t t h e 

d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e p a t t e r n of r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t w a s no l e s s 

complex in H a m p s h i r e t h a n i n o t h e r c o u n t i e s , a n d t h a t t h e r e i s 
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p r o b a b l y c o n s i d e r a b l e r e g i o n a l v a r i a t i o n p r e s e n t . I n t i m a t e l y 

l i n k e d w i t h t h e s t u d y of t h e c o u n t y ' s r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t w i l l 

h a v e to be t h a t of t h e a s s o c i a t e d f i e l d s y s t e m s , w h i c h h a v e 

b e e n s i m i l a r l y n e g l e c t e d i n t h e p a s t . At t h e moment i t 

c a n n o t e v e n be s a i d w h a t f o r m s of s y s t e m s w e r e p r e s e n t i n t he 

m e d i e v a l p e r i o d , l e t a l o n e how, a n d w h e n , t h e s e d e v e l o p e d . 

Very few l o c a l s t u d i e s h a v e b e e n p u b l i s h e d , a n d t h e 

s u r v i v i n g l a n d s c a p e e v i d e n c e i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d only b y i t s 

p a u c i t y ; to d a t e o n l y h a l f - a - d o z e n p o s s i b l e s u r v i v a l s of 

r i d g e a n d f u r r o w a r e known ffom t h e whole c o u n t y , a n d 
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t h e r e i s no g u a r a n t e e of a m e d i e v a l d a t e f o r t h e s e . T h i s 

m e a n s t h e r e i s not t h e o p p o r t u n i t y to u n d e r t a k e work of t h e 

t y p e done b y Ha l l in t h e N o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e r e g i o n , w h e r e h e 

h a s r e c r e a t e d t h e m e d i e v a l f i e l d s y s t e m s of m a n y p a r i s h e s f rom 

t h e ' f o s s i l i z e d ' r i d g e a n d f u r r o w . When the s t u d y i s w r i t t e n , 

t h e e v i d e n c e w i l l h a v e to come a lmos t e n t i r e l y f rom a 

s y s t e m a t i c s u r v e y of t h e a v a i l a b l e d o c u m e n t a r y e v i d e n c e . All 

t h a t c a n be s a i d of t h e work s i n c e 1915 i s t h a t i t h a s y e t to 

modi fy s u b s t a n t i a l l y G r a y ' s map s h o w i n g the b o u n d a r i e s of t he 

two a n d t h r e e f i e l d s y s t e m s , w h i c h p l a c e d a l l of H a m p s h i r e 

t h e r e i n , w i th t h e e x c e p t i o n of t h e n o r t h - e a s t c o r n e r of t h e 
+ 103 

c o u n t y . 

To c o n c l u d e , t h e r e i s c l e a r e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e r e a r e two d a t e s 

a b o u t w h i c h t h e c h r o n o l o g y of economic e x p a n s i o n w i t h i n 

Med ieva l H a m p s h i r e h i n g e s . The g r o w t h of t h e m a r k e t economy, 

b a s e d on s u r p l u s a r a b l e p r o d u c t i o n , h a d b e g u n we l l b e f o r e t h e 

a d v e n t of l a r g e - s c a l e r e c o r d k e e p i n g i n t h e e a r l y t w e l f t h 

c e n t u r y , a n d may even h a v e o r i g i n a t e d b e f o r e D o m e s d a y . By 

t h e 1230 ' s one p e a k h a d b e e n r e a c h e d , t h e max imum a m o u n t of 

l a n d a t a n y t ime i n the m e d i e v a l p e r i o d b e i n g u n d e r p l o u g h on 

t h e b i s h o p of W i n c h e s t e r ' s e s t a t e s , a t t h e s ame t ime a s t h e e r a 

of new town f o u n d a t i o n w a s n e a r i n g i t s e n d . The g r o w t h i n 

t h e n u m b e r of l o c a l m a r k e t c e n t r e s c o n t i n u e d u n t i l t h e 1 2 7 0 ' s , 

b y w h i c h t ime t h e c o u n t y w a s e f f e c t i v e l y c o v e r e d b y a l o c a l 

m a r k e t n e t w o r k . A l r e a d y b y t h e n t h e amount of l a n d u n d e r 

a r a b l e c u l t i v a t i o n h a d b e g u n to c o n t r a c t on t h e b i s h o p of 

W i n c h e s t e r ' s e s t a t e s , p r o b a b l y a s t h e w o r s t of t h e l a n d f r o m 

wh ich a c rop h a d b e e n d r a g g e d f o r t y y e a r s p r e v i o u s l y w a s 
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a l l o w e d to r e t u r n to f a l l o w . By t h e e a r l y f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y 

t h e c o n t r a c t i o n w a s we l l u n d e r w a y , a n d by t h e t ime t h e 

Black Dea th a r r i v e d in H a m p s h i r e p e r h a p s l e s s t h a n t w o -

t h i r d s of t h e l a n d t h a t h a d p r o d u c e d a n a r a b l e c r o p j u s t o v e r 

a c e n t u r y b e f o r e w a s s t i l l b e i n g p l o u g h e d . 

Whils t some l o s s of p r o d u c t i o n w a s c o m p e n s a t e d f o r b y a n i n c r e a s e 

i n t h e n u m b e r of a n i m a l s b e i n g k e p t , t h e a m o u n t of g r a i n 

p r o d u c e d f o r , a n d a v a i l a b l e o n , t h e open m a r k e t mus t h a v e b e e n 

d e c l i n i n g if t h e t r e n d s v i s i b l e on t h e b i s h o p ' s e s t a t e s r e f l e c t 

w h a t w a s h a p p e n i n g e l s e w h e r e . And if t h e p o p u l a t i o n l e v e l 

i n H a m p s h i r e m i r r o r e d w h a t w a s h a p p e n i n g e l s e w h e r e in t h e 

c o u n t r y t h e r e would h a v e b e e n p e r h a p s h a l f - a - c e n t u r y , to 

£ . 1320, when p r o d u c t i o n of food w a s f a l l i n g , b u t d e m a n d , in 

l i n e w i t h p o p u l a t i o n , w a s r i s i n g . It may we l l h a v e b e e n f o r 

t h i s r e a s o n t h a t t h e r e c o n t i n u e d to be a d e m a n d f o r e x t r e m e l y 

m a r g i n a l l a n d , l i k e t h a t of t h e New F o r e s t , i n a r e a s of t h e 

c o u n t y lha t h a d p r e v i o u s l y b e e n l a r g e l y u n e x p l o i t e d . 
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CHAPTER THREE 

WEALTH AND POPULATION IN MEDIEVAL HAMPSHIRE 

In t h e p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r e v i d e n c e c o n c e r n i n g t h e economic 

d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e c o u n t y i n t h e m e d i e v a l p e r i o d w a s e x a m i n e d . 

T h i s c h a p t e r w i l l c o n s i d e r t h e s p a t i a l d i s t r i b u t i o n of t h e 

w e a l t h a c c r u i n g f rom t h i s economic a c t i v i t y , b e f o r e t h e m a j o r 

c h a n g e s t h a t took p l a c e i n t h e l a t t e r h a l f of t h e f o u r t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y in p o p u l a t i o n s i ze a n d s t r u c t u r e a n d i n t h e form of t h e 

economic a n d s o c i a l s y s t e m s . An a t t e m p t wi l l a l s o b e made to 

d e f i n e a t l e a s t t h e b r o a d p a t t e r n of p o p u l a t i o n d i s t r i b u t i o n 

w i t h i n e a r l y - f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y H a m p s h i r e . The m a i n s o u r c e s 

u s e d a r e t h e l a y s u b s i d i e s of 1327 a n d 1334, a n d t h e Nonarum 

I n q u i s i t i o n e s of 1342. 

The t a x of a t w e n t i e t h on m o v a b l e l a y w e a l t h i n 1327, p r o m p t e d 

b y t h e t h r e a t of S c o t t i s h i n v a s i o n , w a s t h e f i r s t s u b s i d y 

r a i s e d u n d e r E d w a r d I I I , a n d w a s t h e l a s t - b u t - o n e b a s e d on 

t h e a s s e s s m e n t of i n d i v i d u a l s , r a t h e r t h a n t h e r e n d e r i n g of a 

f i x e d sum b y e a c h s e t t l e m e n t , t h e ' v i l l a g e q u o t a ' , w h i c h b e g a n 

in 1334.1 

For t h e s t u d e n t of m e d i e v a l s e t t l e m e n t t h e s o u r c e h a s 

c o n s i d e r a b l e p o t e n t i a l v a l u e , c o u n t y - w i d e d a t a w i t h f i n a n c i a l 

a n d d e m o g r a p h i c d e t a i l , no m a t t e r how open to 

m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , b e i n g c o n f i n e d to a few l a y s u b s i d y r o l l s 

f o r t h e whole of t h e p e r i o d b e t w e e n Domesday Book a n d t h e 

sixteenth—century h e a r t h t a x e s . ' H u n d r e d R o l l s ' do not s u r v i v e 

f rom H a m p s h i r e , n o r do t h e 1377 Pol l Tax r e t u r n s . Lay 

s u b s i d i e s , t h o u g h , a r e no t r e a l l y s u s c e p t i b l e to a n y t h i n g more 

t h a n c r u d e a n a l y s i s , a n d t h e l i m i t a t i o n s no ted b y G l a s s c o c k 

to t h e u s e of t h e 1334 s u b s i d y a r e e q u a l l y r e l e v a n t when t h a t 

of 1327 i s c o n s i d e r e d , a l t h o u g h a s t h e t a x p a y e r s a n d t h e sums 

t h e y p a i d a r e no t ed t h e r e i s r a t h e r more scope f o r d e f i n i n g 
2 

a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g s p e c i f i c p r o b l e m s . 

As to w h a t w e a l t h w a s c o n s i d e r e d t a x a b l e , t he c r i t e r i a a d o p t e d 

i n 1327 w e r e b a s i c a l l y t h o s e of 1290, when l i s t s of exempt 
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m o v a b l e s were r e c o r d e d , town d w e l l e r s h a v i n g r a t h e r more goods l i a b l e 
o 

to b e a s s e s s e d f o r t a x a t i o n t h a n d i d t h o s e p e o p l e l i v i n g i n v i l l a g e s . 

Only one t a x a b l e minimum w a s a d o p t e d in 1327, 1 0 s . , t h e s a m e f i g u r e a s 
L ~ 

h a d been t a k e n i n 1306, 1309, 1313 a n d 1316, a n d t h e s u b s i d y r o l l s , 

t h e r e f o r e , r e c o r d , i n t h e o r y , a l l t h o s e p e o p l e no t e x e m p t f rom t a x a t i o n 

b e c a u s e of t h e i r s o c i a l g r o u p i n g who h a d a s a l e a b l e s u r p l u s of p r o p e r t y 

w o r t h a t l e a s t t h i s a m o u n t . T h e r e f o r e , t h e most i m p o r t a n t c o n s i d e r a t i o n 

i s , we re t h e same s t a n d a r d s , a s f a r a s c a n be s e e n , a d o p t e d by 

t h e l o c a l a s s e s s o r s a c r o s s t h e whole of H a m p s h i r e in 1327, o r is 

t h e r e e v i d e n c e of d i f f e r i n g l o c a l a t t i t u d e s a s t o how t h e g o v e r n m e n t 

g u i d e l i n e s were to b e a p p l i e d ? 

The most p o s i t i v e e v i d e n c e of l o c a l v a r i a b i l i t y i n how t h e t a x w a s 

g a t h e r e d comes in t h e l i s t s of t h e sums p a i d b y i n d i v i d u a l s , w h i c h 

s h o u l d b e g i n a t 6 d . , a t w e n t i e t h of t h e 10^. m i n i m u m , a n d move 

u p w a r d s , r e f l e c t i n g t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n a n d amoun t of s u r p l u s w e a l t h 

p r e s e n t . However , i n not one of t h e 460 o r so ' r u r a l ' p l a c e s e n r o l l e d 

f o r H a m p s h i r e does a n y o n e a p p e a r p a y i n g t h i s a m o u n t I n one p l a c e 

a t a x p a y e r p a i d 6 i d . , a n d i n 19 c a s e s a t l e a s t o n e p e r s o n r e n d e r e d 

6 j d . 183 p l a c e s h a v e 7 d . a s t h e min imum, 58 h a v e 8 d . a n d 56 9 d . 

Loca l c o n s i s t e n c y i s v e r y a p p a r e n t t o w a r d s t h i s min imum a m o u n t ; in 

B i s h o p s Wal tham h u n d r e d 7 of t h e 11 c o n s t i t u e n t v i l l s h a v e 6 i d . a s 

t h e lowes t f i g u r e p a i d , in M a i n s b r i d g e 7 d . i s t h e min imum f i g u r e p a i d 

i n e a c h of t h e 11 c a s e s , in t h e New F o r e s t L i b e r t y 9 d . a p p e a r s in 9 of 

t h e 13 i n s t a n c e s , a n d in R e d b r i d g e of t h e 13 v i l l s , o r g r o u p s of t h e m , 

6 h a v e 9 d . a s t h e minimum f i g u r e p a i d b y a n y i n d i v i d u a l , a n d t h e 

o t h e r 7 12d. T h i s s u s p i c i o u s c o n s i s t e n c y a t a l o c a l l e v e l also 

a p p e a r s w i t h i n v i l l a g e a s s e s s m e n t s t h e m s e l v e s ; f o r i n s t a n c e , a l l b u t 

3 of t h e 19 t a x p a y e r s in C h o l d e r t o n ( A n d o v e r ) p a i d 12d. 

What t h i s i s e v i d e n c e o f , i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o be s u r e ; p e r h a p s , 

most l i k e l y , i t i s a n i n d i c a t i o n of t h e d i f f i c u l t y t h e a s s e s s o r s 

f o u n d i n c a l c u l a t i n g a p e r s o n ' s s a l e a b l e s u r p l u s w e a l t h , t h e y 

p r e f e r r i n g to l e v y , on t h e w h o l e , a s t a n d a r d s u m . I t i s 

g e n e r a l l y c o n s i d e r e d t h a t a s s e s s o r s , l o c a l men t h e m s e l v e s , 

t e n d e d to e r r on t h e low s i d e when c a l c u l a t i n g i n d i v i d u a l s ' 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s , a n d t h e 1327 s u b s i d y , u n u s u a l l y , a t t r a c t e d few 
8 

a c c u s a t i o n s of c o r r u p t i o n on t h e p a r t of t h e c o l l e c t o r s . T h e s e 

i n d i c a t i o n s of l o c a l v a r i a b i l i t y do mean t h a t d e t a i l e d i n t r a , o r 
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i n t e r , v i l l a g e s t u d i e s of t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n of w e a l t h a r e 

u n p r o f i t a b l e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e r e i s no r e a s o n to d i s c a r d t h e 

s u b s i d y , even wi th t h e s e a n d t h e o t h e r d r a w b a c k s , a s a 

g u i d e to d i f f e r i n g r e g i o n a l d i s t r i b u t i o n s of w e a l t h . G r o u p i n g 

t h e d a t a w i l l t e n d to smooth out t h e e f f e c t s of l o c a l 

i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s i n i t s o r i g i n a l c o l l e c t i o n , a n d t h e c o n t r a s t s 

w h i c h a p p e a r when i n d i v i d u a l p l a c e s a r e m a p p e d b e t w e e n 

a r e a s w i t h l a r g e n u m b e r s of p l a c e s p a y i n g s m a l l a m o u n t s , a n d 

a s m a l l n u m b e r of p l a c e s p a y i n g l a r g e sums , w i l l be r e m o v e d . 

The d i f f i c u l t i e s of o v e r c o m i n g t h i s l a t t e r o b s t a c l e a r e 

a p p a r e n t when f i g s 3 . 1 a n d 3 . 2 a r e e x a m i n e d , t h e s e s h o w i n g the 

d i s t r i b u t i o n of w e a l t h , b y s e t t l e m e n t s a s s e s s e d i n 1327 a n d 133-4. 

But a l t h o u g h t h e i n i t i a l i m p r e s s i o n i s p e r h a p s one of a 

r e a s o n a b l y even d i s t r i b u t i o n , c o n c e n t r a t i o n s a n d g a p s in t h e 

p a t t e r n a r e c l e a r l y v i s i b l e . 

Even a t t h i s p o i n t , r e p r e s e n t i n g p r o b a b l y the p e a k of t h e 

m e d i e v a l e x p a n s i o n t h e New F o r e s t r e m a i n e d , a s i t w a s in 

1086, l a r g e l y d e v o i d of e v i d e n c e of s u c c e s s f u l e x p l o i t a t i o n , 

a l t h o u g h of c o u r s e t h e e s t a t e s of B e a u l i e u a n d Ne t l ey a b b e y s 

were not l i a b l e to t h i s s u b s i d y . T h e r e were t h o u g h c o n s i d e r a b l e 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n s of w e a l t h a r o u n d i t s p e r i p h e r y , some of t h e 

s e t t l e m e n t s down t h e Avon v a l l e y s h o w i n g p a r t i c u l a r e v i d e n c e 

of p r o s p e r i t y . T h e r e w a s a l s o a l i n e of q u i t e s u c c e s s f u l 

s e t t l e m e n t s to t h e s o u t h of t h e f o r e s t , a n d to t h e wes t of 

S o u t h a m p t o n W a t e r . Th i s c o n t r a s t s n o t i c e a b l y w i t h t h e s i t u a t i o n 

to t h e e a s t of t h e W a t e r , t h e d i f f e r e n c e a p p a r e n t l y b e i n g d u e to 

t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e w e s t e r n s i d e a f t e r 1086, Domesday Book 

s h o w i n g b o t h s i d e s of t h e Water to be e q u a l l y u n d e v e l o p e d , if 

t h e n u m b e r of p l o u g h - t e a m s e n u m e r a t e d i s a c c e p t e d a s a r e a s o n a b l e 
9 

g u i d e . 

Much of t h e w e a l t h of t h e c o u n t y i n 1327 w a s c o n c e n t r a t e d in 

a n d a r o u n d t h e Tes t v a l l e y . p a r t i c u l a r l y i t s u p p e r r e a c h e s , 

i n c l u d i n g t h e a r e a s of t h e Anton a n d Wallop t r i b u t a r i e s , a n d i t 

i s h e r e t h a t some of t h e w e a l t h i e s t i n d i v i d u a l s e t t l e m e n t s 

a p p e a r . A g a i n , t h e r e h a d c l e a r l y b e e n c o n s i d e r a b l e economic 

e x p a n s i o n s i n c e D o m e s d a y . I t w a s n o t e d , a b o v e , how t h e 
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d e v e l o p m e n t of u r b a n c e n t r e s s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e s o u t h - e a s t e r n 

c o a s t a l p l a i n w a s a p a r t i c u l a r l y p r o s p e r o u s a r e a , a n d t h i s 

s u g g e s t i o n i s c l e a r l y c o n f i r m e d b y t h e sums p a i d by t h e 

s e t t l e m e n t s t h e r e , H a y l i n g a n d P o r t s e a i s l a n d s h a v i n g some 

e s p e c i a l l y w e a l t h y v i l l s . 

Across t h e ma in p a r t of t h e c o u n t y , t h e c h a l k l a n d s , t h e r e w a s 

a r e m a r k a b l y e v e n d i s t r i b u t i o n of w e a l t h . T h e r e i s a n o t i c e a b l e 

b l a n k on t h e m a p , h o w e v e r , to t h e e a s t of t h i s , in t h e 

Woolmer d i s t r i c t , a n d to t h e n o r t h , in t h e H a m p s h i r e w o o d l a n d s . 

T h e r e , s u c h w e a l t h a s t h e r e w a s , a p p e a r s in a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h a 

few i n d i v i d u a l s e t t l e m e n t s . Whi ls t t h e s e l a t t e r a r e a s were a l s o 

r e l a t i v e l y poo r i n 1086, i t a p p e a r s t h a t a c r o s s t h e H a m p s h i r e 

d o w n s , on t h e C h a l k , a c h a n g e h a d o c c u r r e d , b y t h e e a r l y 

f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h e r e b e i n g a much w i d e r , a n d more e v e n 

d i s t r i b u t i o n of w e a l t h t h a n w a s i n d i c a t e d b y t h e 1086 p l o u g h 

t e a m s . 

The r e g i o n a l d i f f e r e n c e s become r a t h e r more c l e a r when 

c h ^ o r o p l e t h m a p p i n g i s u s e d to p r e s e n t t h e d a t a . U s u a l l y , 

h u n d r e d s a r e u s e d a s t h e b a s e - u n i t , b u t i n H a m p s h i r e when 

t h i s a p p r o a c h w a s t r i e d i t w a s f o u n d t h a t i t w a s u n s u i t a b l e . 

S e v e r a l h u n d r e d s h a d s u b s t a n t i a l d e t a c h e d p o r t i o n s , o t h e r s r a n 

a c r o s s w h a t were o b v i o u s l y d i f f e r i n g / p h y s i c a l a r e a s . 

Moreove r , w h i l s t t h e g e n e r a l d i v i s i o n s b e t w e e n h u n d r e d s a r e 

k n o w n , t h e p r e c i s e b o u n d a r i e s a r e n o t , i n t r o d u c i n g f u r t h e r 

p o t e n t i a l i n a c c u r a c i e s i n t o t h e c a l c u l a t i o n s . I t w a s d e c i d e d , 

t h e r e f o r e , to d i v i d e t h e c o u n t y i n t o r o u g h l y r e g u l a r a r e a s , 

s l i g h t l y s m a l l e r t h a n t h o s e a d o p t e d b y D a r b y , to a l l o w t h e 

r e g i o n a l d i f f e r e n c e s in w e a l t h l e v e l s to b e s e e n ( f i g . 3 . 3 ) 

The r a n g e of v a l u e s r e p r e s e n t e d w a s f rom 0 . 1 6 s h i l l i n g s p e r 

a c r e f o r t h e c e n t r a l New F o r e s t r e g i o n , a n d 0 . 6 s h i l l i n g s 

p e r a c r e f o r t h e a r e a to t h e s o u t h - e a s t of t h i s , a r o u n d F a w l e y , 

to 10^. p e r a c r e f o r t h e F a r e h a m r e g i o n , e x a c t l y t h e s ame 

f i g u r e b e i n g a s s e s s e d f o r t h e P o r t s m o u t h a r e a if t h e town 

i t s e l f i s i n c l u d e d in t h e c a l c u l a t i o n s ( 7 . 6 s . p e r a c r e if i t 

i s e x e m p t e d ) . The amoun t of w e a l t h g e n e r a t e d on t h e c o a s t a l 

p l a i n to t h e s o u t h - e a s t of t h e c o u n t y i s c l e a r , a s i s t h e 
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c o n v e r g e n c e of t a x a b l e h o l d i n g s a l o n g t h e Tes t a n d I t c h e n 

v a l l e y s . I n t e r e s t i n g l y t h e r e s t of t h e c h a l k l a n d s e x h i b i t 

t h e same l e v e l of w e a l t h a s t h e w o o d l a n d s to t h e n o r t h of t h e 

c o u n t y a n d t h e Avon v a l l e y to t h e wes t of t h e New F o r e s t . 

The p o v e r t y of t h e Woolmer r e g i o n i s e m p h a s i s e d . 

I n 1334, a f t e r t h e i n t e r v e n i n g s u b s i d y of 1332, t h e g o v e r n m e n t , 

a s G l a s s c o c k h a s n o t e d , c e a s e d to c o n c e r n i t s e l f w i t h t h e 

w e a l t h of i n d i v i d u a l s a n d went o v e r to a s y s t e m w h e r e b y e a c h 

communi ty w a s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r r a i s i n g t h e sum f o r w h i c h i t w a s 

l i a b l e , t h i s f i g u r e b e i n g r e a c h e d b y n e g o t i a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e 

ch ie f t a x e r s a n d t h e l e a d i n g men of t h e v i l l a g e . I t w a s 

s t a t e d b y t h e k i n g t h a t t h i s f i g u r e s h o u l d no t b e l e s s t h a n 
11 

t h a t p a i d in 1332, a n d i n f a c t a n e x t r a £ 3 , 0 0 0 w a s 

f o r t h c o m i n g f rom t h e c o u n t r y . For H a m p s h i r e t h e t o t a l w e a l t h 

a s s e s s e d w a s £16 ,900 in 1327, £15 ,454 i n 1332 a n d £18 ,925 i n 

1334, most of t h e l a t t e r i n c r e a s e coming f rom t h e g r e a t e r 
12 

a m o u n t s r e n d e r e d b y ' r u r a l ' p l a c e s l i a b l e to t h e f i f t e e n t h . 

G l a s s c o c k h a s m a p p e d t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n of t a x e d w e a l t h in 1334 
13 

f o r t h e whole c o u n t r y , a n d w h i l s t h i s u s e of d i f f e r e n t b a s i c 

s p a t i a l u n i t s to those a d o p t e d a b o v e f o r t h e 1327 t a x a f f e c t s 

t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n s l i g h t l y , b r o a d l y t h e same p i c t u r e e m e r g e s . 

However , on h i s map t h e w o o d l a n d s a p p e a r , a l o n g w i t h t h e 

Woolmer r e g i o n , a s r e l a t i v e l y p o o r , a n d f u r t h e r t h e w e a l t h 

c o n c e n t r a t e d i n t h e e x t r e m e s o u t h - e a s t of t he c o u n t y i s no t 

r e p r e s e n t e d . I n s t e a d t h e i n c l u s i o n of t h e h i g h S o u t h a m p t o n 

f i g u r e of £51.2_s .4d. g i v e s t h e a r e a a r o u n d i t a p r o m i n e n c e w h i c h 

s h o u l d more r i g h t l y be r e s e r v e d f o r t h e town i t s e l f . 

I n a d d i t i o n to t h a t of t h e l a y s u b s i d i e s , t h e e v i d e n c e of t h e 

s o - c a l l e d Nonarum I n q u i s i t i o n e s w a s e x a m i n e d T h e e x t a n t 

r e t u r n s r e l a t e to a g r a n t made to E d w a r d 111 b y P a r l i a m e n t in 

1342 of a n i n t h of t h e v a l u e of c o r n , wool a n d l a m b s p r o d u c e d 

i n e a c h p a r i s h , t h e g r e a t t i t h e s . The n i n t h w a s t a k e n a f t e r 

t h e c h u r c h ' s t i t h e h a d b e e n r e m o v e d , a n d w a s h e n c e i t s e l f of 

a n e q u a l a m o u n t , a t e n t h of t h e o v e r a l l amoun t p r o d u c e d . The 

t a x w a s r a i s e d i n o r d e r to f i n a n c e t h e w a r w i t h t h e F r e n c h 
15 

a l t h o u g h u l t i m a t e l y t h e sum a c t u a l l y c o l l e c t e d w a s s m a l l . 
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The e n q u i r i e s were c o n d u c t e d e a r l y in 1342, a n d r e l a t e d to 

p r o d u c t i o n in t h e p r e v i o u s y e a r . As a g u i d e t h e a s s e s s o r s h a d t h e 

C l e r i c a l T a x a t i o n of Pope N i c h o l a s IV t a k e n i n 1291, t h e j u r o r s 

b e i n g r e q u i r e d to e x p l a i n d i s c r e p a n c i e s b e t w e e n t h e o ld a n d the 

new t o t a l s . I n v a r i a b l y t h e e a r l i e r f i g u r e w a s t h e g r e a t e r a s i t 

i n c l u d e d t h e v a l u e of t h e g l e b e a n d m o n a s t i c h o l d i n g s , income 

f rom t h e sma l l t i t h e s , t o g e t h e r w i t h m o r t u a r y f e e s , o b l a t i o n s a n d 

t h e l i k e . However , in some c a s e s a f a l l i n v a l u e w a s r e c o r d e d 

b e c a u s e a n i m a l s h a d d i e d d u r i n g t h e p r e v i o u s w i n t e r , or 

b e c a u s e l a n d h a d gone ou t of c u l t i v a t i o n b e c a u s e of so i l e x h a u s t i o n 

o r a l a c k of l a b o u r w i th w h i c h to t i l l i t , or b e c a u s e a F r e n c h 

i n v a s i o n w a s f e a r e d . 

The r e t u r n s , t h e r e f o r e , p e r m i t m a j o r a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n in 

1341 to be e x a m i n e d , a l b e i t t h r o u g h t h e f i l t e r of t h e t a x a t i o n 

s y s t e m , p r o v i d i n g a v a l u a b l e c h e c k , or c o m p a r i s o n , w i th t h e 

r e s u l t s o b t a i n e d f rom t h e a n a l y s i s of t h e l a y s u b s i d i e s , whose 

scope i n c l u d e d f a r more t h a n c u r r e n t a g r i c u l t u r a l i ncome . If 

t h e a m o u n t s r e c o r d e d were a c c u r a t e , or a t l e a s t c o n s i s t e n t , wh i ch 

h a s y e t to be a s c e r t a i n e d , t h e Nonae r o l l s a r e a v i t a l s o u r c e 

f o r t h e s t u d y of a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n on t h e e v e of t h e B lack 

D e a t h . S a d l y , f o r H a m p s h i r e , t h e r e w a s not t h e d e g r e e of d e t a i l 

r e c o r d e d t h a t t h e r e w a s f o r some o t h e r c o u n t i e s , s u c h a s p a r t s of 

S u s s e x , w h e r e t h e i n d i v i d u a l l i s t i n g of t h e s e p a r a t e v a l u e s of the 

t h r e e g r e a t t i t h e s a l l o w s t h e d i f f e r i n g e m p h a s e s on p a s t o r a l a n d 

a r a b l e f a r m i n g to be s t u d i e d . W h a t i s r e c o r d e d f o r H a m p s h i r e 

i s l i m i t e d to a n e s t i m a t e of t h e t o t a l v a l u e of t h e t i t h e of c o r n , 

wool a n d l a m b s , w i t h a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n b e i n g s u p p l i e d a b o u t 

t h e s m a l l t i t h e s , t h e g l e b e a n d a n y m o n a s t i c h o l d i n g s i n t h e 

p a r i s h . 

F i g . 3 . 4 g i v e s a v i s u a l i m p r e s s i o n of t h e o v e r a l l a g r i c u l t u r a l 

income r e c o r d e d f o r H a m p s h i r e in t h e I n q u i s i t i o n e s . To a r r i v e 

a t a g r o s s t o t a l f i g u r e f o r e a c h p a r i s h o r s e t t l e m e n t t h e g r e a t 

t i t h e s t o t a l w a s m u l t i p l i e d b y t en ( a s s t a t e d a b o v e a n i n t h , of 

n i n e - t e n t h s b e i n g a t e n t h ) , to w h i c h w a s a d d e d t h e sum 

r e c o r d e d f o r t h e c h u r c h i n t h e p a r i s h , a n d t h a t of a n y m o n a s t i c 

h o l d i n g s , a g a i n t h e a s s e s s m e n t b e i n g m u l t i p l i e d b y t e n . The 

f i g u r e a r r i v e d a t i s o b v i o u s l y a n i m p e r f e c t g u i d e to t h e t o t a l 

v a l u e of a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n , e v e n if t h e p o t e n t i a l v a g a r i e s 
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a r e i g n o r e d . Some of t h e i n c o m e , a l t h o u g h a d m i t t e d l y 

g e n e r a l l y a v e r y s m a l l p a r t of e a c h t o t a l , w a s f rom n o n -

a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s , m o r t u a r y f e e s b e i n g t h e most o b v i o u s 

e x a m p l e . Ne i the r h a s a l l o w a n c e b e e n made f o r t h o s e c a s e s 

w h e r e t h e a d v o w s o n w a s h e l d b y a r e l i g i o u s b o d y h o l d i n g l a n d 

in t h e p a r i s h . E x a m p l e s s u c h a s t h i s , t h o u g h , w i l l not l e a d 

a n y g i v e n t o t a l to b e i ^ n a c c u r a t e b y a n y more t h a n a few 

p e r c e n t , a n d f i g 3 . 4 c a n b e t a k e n a s a n a c c u r a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n 

of t h e i n f o r m a t i o n g i v e n i n t h e I n q u i s i t i o n e s . 

As e x p e c t e d , t h e Tes t v a l l e y a n d i t s t r i b u t a r i e s r e v e a l t h e 

h i g h e s t c o n s i s t e n t v a l u e s , r e f l e c t i n g t h e p r e d o m i n a n c e of c o r n 

g r o w i n g i n t h e s e a r e a s c o m p a r e d to t h e h i g h e r c h a l k l a n d s i n 

t h e c e n t r e of t h e c o u n t y . F i g u r e s e x t r a c t e d b y R . A . P e l h a m 

f rom t h e I n q u i s i t i o n e s f o r h i s s t u d y of t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n of s h e e p 

i n S u s s e x show t h a t even i n p a r i s h e s w h e r e t h e m a j o r i t y of t h e 

l a n d i s t h o u g h t to h a v e b e e n g i v e n o v e r to d o w n l a n d s h e e p 

p a s t u r e , o n l y r a r e l y d i d t h e c o m b i n e d v a l u e of t h e l a m b s a n d 
17 

wool r i s e a b o v e t w e n t y p e r c e n t of t h a t of t h e corn t i t h e . 

C o r n , p e r a c r e , w a s a f a r more p r o f i t a b l e c r o p t h a n wool , 

a l t h o u g h t h i s does not t a k e i n t o a c c o u n t t h e m u c h h i g h e r 

p r o d u c t i o n c o s t s , e s p e c i a l l y t h e l a b o u r e l e m e n t . T h i s f a c t o r w a s 

a l s o i g n o r e d b y t h e m e d i e v a l t a x a t i o n s y s t e m , w h i c h w a s 

c o n c e r n e d w i t h w e a l t h or i n c o m e , not p r o f i t . 

I n o r d e r to p r o d u c e a d i s t r i b u t i o n map wi th f e w e r v a r i a b l e s a n d 

c o m p o n e n t s , t h e f i g u r e s g i v i n g t h e amoun t p a i d by t h e l a i t y in 

g r e a t t i t h e s were a b s t r a c t e d a n d a c h l o r o p l e t h map p r o d u c e d , 

s h o w i n g t h e v a l u e of t h e p r o d u c e a s s e s s e d i n t e r m s of p e n c e p e r 

s q u a r e m i l e . Th i s s h o u l d show, more c l e a r l y t h a n does t h e 

p r e v i o u s f i g u r e , t h e v a l u e of t h e m a j o r s a l e a b l e a g r i c u l t u r a l 

p r o d u c e i n H a m p s h i r e i n 1341. 

F i g . 3 . 5 shows t h e most p r o d u c t i v e a r e a i n t e r m s of c r o p s 

a s s e s s e d v a l u e to h a v e b e e n a r o u n d F a r e h a m , f o l l o w e d b y t h a t 

c o n t a i n i n g H a v a n t a n d H a y l i n g . I n t h e Test v a l l e y t h e h i g h e s t 

v a l u e of p r o d u c t i o n w a s in t h e a r e a w h i c h c o n t a i n s t h e 

Wal lop p a r i s h e s , t h i s b e i n g b i s e c t e d b y t h e Wal lop Brook a n d 

b o u n d e d to t h e e a s t by t h e r i v e r T e s t . O t h e r w i s e t h e r e i s a 
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c o n s i d e r a b l e c o n s i s t e n c y s h o w n , t h e f i g u r e of f o u r to s i x 

p e n c e p e r s q u a r e a c r e f o r t h e goods p r o d u c e d b e i n g t h e 

a v e r a g e sum f o r most of t h e Tes t v a l l e y , t h e c e n t r a l p o r t i o n 

of t h e H a m p s h i r e w o o d l a n d s , a n d much of t h e n o r t h e r n h a l f 

of t h e c h a l k l a n d s . In t h e Avon v a l l e y , t h e l o w e r h a l f w a s 

a p p a r e n t l y more p r o d u c t i v e t h a n t h e u p p e r . The New F o r e s t 

w a s b y f a r t h e l e a s t v a l u a b l e of t h e a r e a s , f o l l o w e d b y t h e 

a d j o i n i n g a r e a to t h e s o u t h - e a s t , c o n t a i n i n g F a w l e y , a n d 

t h e Woolmer d i s t r i c t to t h e e a s t of t h e c o u n t y . 

Desp i t e t h e g r o w t h in u r b a n c e n t r e s a n d f u n c t i o n s d i s c u s s e d 

p r e v i o u s l y , t h e m e d i e v a l economy i n t h e s econd q u a r t e r of 

t h e f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y r e m a i n e d c e n t r e d on t h e p r o d u c t i o n a n d 

d i s t r i b u t i o n of a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c e , on w h i c h w e a l t h w a s 

s t i l l l a r g e l y d e p e n d e n t . The o v e r a l l c o r r e s p o n d e n c e b e t w e e n 

f i g . 3 . 3 , s h o w i n g t a x e d l a y w e a l t h in 1327, a n d f i g . 3 . 5 , 

s h o w i n g t h e v a l u e of t h e a s s e s s e d c o r n , l a m b s a n d wool in 

1341 b e a r s t h i s o u t . T h e r e a r e d i s c r e p a n c i e s , s u c h a s t h e 

r e v e r s e d r e l a t i v e p o s i t i o n s of t h e l o w e r Avon v a l l e y a n d t h e 

a r e a to i t s e a s t , a n d t h e low 1342 f i g u r e f o r t h e r e g i o n to t h e 

n o r t h of t h e w e a l t h y F a r e h a m o n e , b u t t h e o v e r a l l c o n c o r d a n c e 

i s h i g h . T h i s s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e common r e s u l t s c a n b e 

a c c e p t e d w i t h some c o n f i d e n c e i n f u t u r e d i s c u s s i o n . 

I n s e e k i n g to d e f i n e t h e r e a s o n s why some a r e a s w e r e more 

p r o d u c t i v e a n d more w e a l t h y t h a n o t h e r s , t h e a c t u a l q u a l i t y 

of t h e l a n d may o b v i o u s l y be of p r i m e i m p o r t a n c e . A l t h o u g h 

of l i m i t e d p o t e n t i a l , a s Hawke-Smi th h a s shown i n h i s s t u d y 
18 

of t h e Dove-Derwen t I n t e r f l u v e , t h e L a n d C l a s s i f i c a t i o n Map 

i s t h e m a j o r s o u r c e of i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t a g r i c u l t u r a l 

p o t e n t i a l . Not t h e l e a s t of t h e p r o b l e m s in u s i n g t h e map 

i s i t s i n h e r e n t a s s u m p t i o n t h a t modern a g r i c u l t u r a l m e t h o d s 

a n d c a p i t a l a r e a v a i l a b l e . Whi l s t u n d e r - i n v e s t m e n t m a y not 
19 

h a v e b e e n a s a c u t e a s P o s t a n would h a v e i t , i t i s a p p a r e n t 

t h a t , e v e n on s u c h m a j o r h o l d i n g s a s t h o s e of t h e b i s h o p of 

W i n c h e s t e r , l e v e l s of s t o c k i n g a n d e q u i p m e n t w e r e r a r e l y a t 

t h e o p t i m u m . S i m i l a r l y , w h i l s t t h e r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t m a n y s e t s 

of l y n c h e t s on s l o p e s of b e t w e e n 6 a n d 27 d e g r e e s on l a n d 
20 

b e t w e e n 5*1 a n d l82m (300 a n d 600 f e e t ) a b o v e s e a l e v e l a r e 
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of a m e d i e v a l , r a t h e r t h a n a n e a r l i e r d a t e , s u g g e s t s a more 

d y n a m i c (or d e s p e r a t e ) r e g i m e t h a n h a s b e e n a r g u e d in t h e 

p a s t , t h e r e i s s t i l l no d o u b t t h a t , f o r i n s t a n c e , w a t e r l o g g e d 
21 

c l a y l a n d s o i l s p r e s e n t e d s e r i o u s o b s t a c l e s to t h e c u l t i v a t o r . 

Z2 

In g e n e r a l , t h e g r a d i n g ( f i g . 3 .6 ) r e f l e c t s t h e u n d e r l y i n g 

g e o l o g y ( f i g . 1 . 1 ) . Across t h e c e n t r e of t h e c o u n t y e x t e n d s 

a w ide b a n d of g r a d e t h r e e l a n d o v e r l y i n g t h e C h a l k , t h i s 

b e i n g d e f i n e d a s l a n d w i t h m o d e r a t e l i m i t a t i o n s to i t s u s e . 

B o u n d i n g t h i s to t h e e a s t a n d n o r t h a r e t h e h e a t h l a n d s of t h e 

Woolmer a n d C r o n d a l l a r e a s , a n d t h e low l a n d s o u t h of t h e 

B l a c k w a t e r a n d E n b o r n e r i v e r s , c l a s s e d a s e i t h e r g r a d e f o u r 

l a n d , w i t h s e v e r e l i m i t a t i o n s , or a s b e i n g i n n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l 

u s e . To t h e west of S o u t h a m p t o n Water i s t h e l a r g e e x p a n s e 

of g r a d e f i v e l a n d , w i t h v e r y s e v e r e l i m i t a t i o n s to i t s u s e , 

o v e r l y i n g t h e B a g s h o t Beds w h i c h g i v e t h e New F o r e s t i t s 

c h a r a c t e r . To t h e west a n d s o u t h of t h i s a r e l a r g e a r e a s of 

g r a d e two l a n d , w i t h o n l y mino r l i m i t a t i o n s t o i t s u s e , a r e a s 

a l s o a p p e a r i n g to t h e s o u t h of t h e C h a l k in t h e e a s t of t h e 

c o u n t y . I n t h e l a t t e r r e g i o n i s a l s o f o u n d mos t of t h e 

c o u n t y ' s g r a d e one l a n d , w h i c h i s c l a s s i f i e d a s h a v i n g v e r y 

minor o r no p h y s i c a l l i m i t a t i o n s to a g r i c u l t u r a l u s e , w i t h t h e 

so i l p r o d u c i n g h i g h y i e l d s . 

When t h i s f i g u r e i s c o m p a r e d to t h o s e , above^ s h o w i n g t h e 

d i s t r i b u t i o n of m e d i e v a l w e a l t h a n d a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n 

a d i r e c t r e l a t i o n s h i p i s a p p a r e n t a t a g e n e r a l l e v e l . However , 

e v e n w i t h o u t f u r t h e r a n a l y s i s , i t i s c l e a r t h e r e a r e v a r i a b l e s 

a t work o t h e r t h a n p u r e l y t h e p h y s i c a l p o t e n t i a l of t h e l a n d . 

The c h a l k l a n d s a p p e a r , f o r i n s t a n c e , a s a l m o s t e n t i r e l y g r a d e 

t h r e e l a n d , y e t f i g s . 3 . 3 a n d 3 . 5 b o t h show a d i c h o t o m y 

b e t w e e n t h e w e s t e r n , more w e a l t h y h a l f , a n d t h e e a s t e r n . 

Th i s d i f f e r e n c e c a n be a t t r i b u t e d , d i r e c t l y o r i n d i r e c t l y , to 

t h e p r e s e n c e of t h e Test a n d I t c h e n r i v e r s a n d t h e i r t r i b u t a r i e s , 

The a l l u v i u m i n t h e v a l l e y bo t toms i s r a t e d a s g r a d e f o u r 

l a n d on t h e A g r i c u l t u r a l L a n d C l a s s i f i c a t i o n M a p , p r e s u m a b l y 

b e c a u s e of i t s w e t n e s s , a l t h o u g h t h e l i g h t , e a s i l y w o r k e d so i l s 

of t h e v a l l e y bo t toms w e r e t h e f o c u s of much e a r l y s e t t l e m e n t , 

a n d c o n t i n u e d to be a f a v o u r e d s i t e f o r n u c l e a t e d s e t t l e m e n t s 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e m e d i e v a l p e r i o d . A l t h o u g h r i v e r s c o u l d b e 
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p o t e n t i a l l y d a m a g i n g , t h e y h a d a v a r i e t y of p o s i t i v e 

a t t r i b u t e s , a c t i n g a s w a t e r s u p p l i e s , t h e b a s i s of t h e 

v a l u a b l e meadow l a n d , a n d o f t e n t h e a c c e s s to l o n g - d i s t a n c e 

t r a n s p o r t n e t w o r k s . F i g . 3 . 7 c l e a r l y shows t h e d i f f e r i n g 

d e n s i t y of n u c l e a t e d s e t t l e m e n t b e t w e e n t h e w e s t e r n a n d 

e a s t e r n h a l v e s of t h e c h a l k l a n d s , a n d t h e e x t e n t to w h i c h , 

i n t h e w e s t e r n h a l f , s e t t l e m e n t s were l o c a t e d on r i v e r s a n d 

s t r e a m s . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , b y t h e e a r l y f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , a s h a s b e e n 

s e e n , t h e m a r k e t n e t w o r k , a n d p r e s u m a b l y t h e t r a n s p o r t 

n e t w o r k w h i c h s u p p l i e d i t , w a s we l l d e v e l o p e d . As a m a r k e t 

d e v e l o p e d i t wou ld h a v e a f f e c t e d a n d s t i m u l a t e d t h e 

s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n in i t s r e g i o n . However , t h e p a t t e r n of 

m a r k e t s w a s i t s e l f in p a r t d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e p o s i t i o n s of 

t h e p r e - e x i s t i n g c e n t r e s of W i n c h e s t e r a n d S o u t h a m p t o n , 

w h i c h were not r e c e n t o r g a n i c p r o d u c t s of t h e g r o w t h i n t h e 

s a l e a b l e a g r i c u l t u r a l s u r p l u s , b u t r e s p e c t i v e l y l o n g s t a n d i n g 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e , a n d l o n g - d i s t a n c e t r a d e f o c i . 

I t i s , t h e r e f o r e , c l e a r t h a t m o d e l l i n g p u r e l y on t h e b a s i s 

of t h e o r e t i c a l l a n d q u a l i t y i s a n o v e r - s i m p l i s t i c c o n c e p t . 

Many v a r i a b l e s , a f f e c t i n g t h e o b s e r v e d p a t t e r n s of s e t t l e m e n t , 

p r o d u c t i o n a n d w e a l t h , a r e i n t e r w o v e n a n d a t p l a y . N e v e r -

t h e l e s s , a t l e a s t a t a b r o a d s c a l e , t h e q u a l i t y of t h e l a n d d i d 

h a v e a f u n d a m e n t a l e f f e c t on t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of s e t t l e m e n t . 

The Nonarum I n q u i s i t i o n e s h a v e a l s o b e e n u s e d a s e v i d e n c e o f 

w h e r e c o n t r a c t i o n w a s o c c u r r i n g i n t h e a m o u n t of l a n d u n d e r 

a r a b l e c u l t i v a t i o n in t h e e a r l y f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , a l t h o u g h 

i n no t a l l c a s e s w a s t h i s d u e to t h e d e c l i n i n g p r o s p e r i t y of 
23 

t h e c u l t i v a t o r s , or t h e p a u c i t y of t h e l a n d q u a l i t y . Compared 
to some c o u n t i e s , s u c h a s S u s s e x , S h r o p s h i r e , a n d t h e North 

2A 
R i d i n g of Y o r k s h i r e , t h e r e w a s v e r y l i t t l e u n c u l t i v a t e d l a n d 

r e c o r d e d i n a s s e s s m e n t s made i n 1341-2 f o r H a m p s h i r e , 

a l t h o u g h t h e r e a r e more e x a m p l e s t h a n B a k e r shows on h i s 

m a p . At Somborne a n d E a s t D e a n , d e t a c h e d p o r t i o n s of 

C r a w l e y p a r i s h , t h r e e c a r u c a t e s of l a n d w e r e n o t e d a s h a v i n g 
25 

l a i n u n c u l t i v a t e d f o r s i x y e a r s p r i o r to t h e i n q u i s i t i o n , a n d 
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i n Ha tche (Hackwood, n e a r B a s i n g s t o k e ) 300 a c r e s were out of 

c u l t i v a t i o n , ^ ^ p o s s i b l y due to a n e x t e n s i o n of t h e p a r k c r e a t e d 

t h e r e in 1280.^^ 

In h i s paper , Baker no ted t h a t t h e Nonarum I n q u i s i t i o n e s were 

not a c o m p r e h e n s i v e g u i d e to the l a n d which wen t out of 
28 

c u l t i v a t i o n in the y e a r s p r i o r to t h e Black D e a t h . In 

H a m p s h i r e t h e r e i s s t r o n g l y s u g g e s t i v e e v i d e n c e of t h i s , which 

h a s so f a r e s c a p e d comment . At t h e end of t h e p u b l i s h e d , v e r y 

s t a n d a r d i z e d , a s s e s s m e n t s t a k e n in 1341-2, a r e t h e r e t u r n s made 
?Q 

in 1342-3 f o r f i f t e e n p a r i s h e s . Whils t t h r e e of t h e s e on ly 
30 

h a v e b r i e f s u m m a r i e s of t h e v a l u e of t h e t a x p r o d u c e d ^ t h e 

r e s t c o n t a i n d e t a i l e d b r e a k d o w n s of t h e v a r i o u s i t e m s m a k i n g 

up t h e t i t h e s , a n d t h e c h u r c h l a n d s . F u r t h e r m o r e , i n f i v e 

c a s e s t h e f a c t t h a t l a n d w a s out of c u l t i v a t i o n w a s no t ed wi th 

d e t a i l s , t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n not a p p e a r i n g in the a s s e s s m e n t s of 
31 32 33 t h e p r e v i o u s y e a r . At H a y l i n g , E l i n g a n d A l v e r s t o k e 

i n u n d a t i o n s b y t h e sea h a d l ed to a l o s s of a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d , 

a n d m i l i t a r y c a u s e s were g i v e n a s t h e r e a s o n w h y l a n d i n 

Hound^^ a n d Fawley^^ h a d f a l l e n in v a l u e or no t b e e n c u l t i v a t e d . 

P o s s i b l y t h e e v e n t s b e i n g r e c o r d e d h a d a l l h a p p e n e d t h e 

p r e v i o u s y e a r , in be tween t h e two s e t s of r e c o r d s b e i n g m a d e ; 

F rench r a i d s on t h e Hampsh i r e c o a s t were s a d l y f a m i l i a r to 

i t s i n h a b i t a n t s , a n d f l o o d i n g a f t e r p a r t i c u l a r l y h i g h t i d e s w a s 

s i m i l a r l y w e l l - k n o w n ^ ^ I n d e e d , so common were b o t h t y p e s of 

m i s f o r t u n e to t h e c o a s t a l d i s t r i c t s , i t i s most u n l i k e l y t h a t 

on ly H a y l i n g w a s s u f f e r i n g from t h e a d v e r s e e f f e c t s of one or 

o t h e r of them in 1341-2, t h i s b e i n g t h e on ly c o a s t a l p a r i s h to 

note a r e d u c t i o n in v a l u e f o r one of t h e s e r e a s o n s in t h e 

a s s e s s m e n t s of t h a t y e a r . A p a r t f rom H a y l i n g , t h e two a m o u n t s 

of l a n d no ted in t h e a s s e s s m e n t s a s b e i n g out of c u l t i v a t i o n 
37 

were l a r g e , 300 a c r e s a n d t h r e e c a r u c a t e s ( t r a d i t i o n a l l y 

c . 360 a c r e s ) . The e v i d e n c e c a n , t h e r e f o r e , be t a k e n to s u g g e s t 

t h a t when t h e Hampsh i r e a s s e s s m e n t s were b e i n g t r a n s c r i b e d 

i n t o t h e i r s t a n d a r d i z e d form on ly two m a j o r a r e a s of 

u n c u l t i v a t e d l a n d were n o t e d ; s m a l l e r c a s e s w e r e n o t , e v e n 

if t he t r a v e l l i n g a s s e s s o r s h a d t a k e n note of them i n t h e f i r s t 

p l a c e . The s u r v i v i n g r e t u r n s of t h e fo l l owing y e a r , not 
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a p p a r e n t l y f i n a l cop ies a n d c o n t a i n i n g much more d e t a i l , 

r e v e a l what is p r o b a b l y a t r u e r p i c t u r e , with t h e j u r i e s of 

s e v e r a l p a r i s h e s no t ing l a n d t h a t was out of c u l t i v a t i o n . 

I t w a s , of c o u r s e , in t h e i r i n t e r e s t to do so, a s i t could l e a d 

to a r educ t ion in the amount which they were e x p e c t e d to p a y . 

C l e a r l y , the Hampshire a s s e s s m e n t s of 1341-2 a r e not a t r u e 

g u i d e to l a n d s l y i n g u n c u l t i v a t e d . 

Baker f u r t h e r notes the examples of L i n c o l n s h i r e a n d s o u t h -

e a s t Nor thamptonsh i r e , where i t i s known from o t h e r sources 

t h a t l a n d was s t a n d i n g u n c u l t i v a t e d which was not r eco rded 
38 

in the I n q u i s i t i o n e s . C e r t a i n l y , a s h a d been s e e n , i t was 

d u r i n g the e a r l y f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h a t a l a r g e amount of 

the b i shop of W i n c h e s t e r ' s l a n d was t a k e n from a r a b l e 

c u l t i v a t i o n in Hampsh i re , a n d t h e r e i s no r e a s o n to assume 

t h a t t h i s e s t a t e was i s o l a t e d in i t s p o l i c y . Yet t h i s i s not 

to s a y t h a t t h i s l a n d was no longe r p r o d u c i n g a n a g r i c u l t u r a l 

income; the number of sheep be ing kep t i n c r e a s e d on the 

b i s h o p ' s e s t a t e s , a n d even if i t was not c o n v e r t e d to p a s t u r e , 
39 

the fo rmer a r a b l e could se rve a s rough g r a z i n g . T h e r e f o r e , 

wha t h a s to be e s t a b l i s h e d a r e the c r i t e r i a , if a n y , adop t ed 

by the a s s e s s o r s in c o n s i d e r i n g l a n d to be u n c u l t i v a t e d , a n d 

hence ' t a x - d e d u c t i b l e ' . The d i f f e r e n c e be tween l a n d l y i n g 

f a l l o w , a r a b l e r e c e n t l y g iven over to p a s t u r e , a n d l a n d which 

h a d s imply been a b a n d o n e d canno t h a v e been c l e a r in many 

c a s e s , a n d i t i s q u i t e p r o b a b l e t h a t in some a r e a s some l a n d 

w r i t t e n - o f f by the a s s e s s o r s a n d noted a s t e r r a f r i s c a would 

e l s ewhere be c o n s i d e r e d a s h a v i n g c h a n g e d i t s u s e , or a s be ing 

t e m p o r a r y f a l l o w . Hence i t would not be noted i n the 

I n q u i s i t i o n e s , even if i t was p r o d u c i n g no c u r r e n t income. This 

i s b u t one of many p o i n t s about the Nonarum I n q u i s i t i o n e s t h a t 

would r e p a y s t u d y , a n d in g e n e r a l t he source i s g r e a t l y u n d e r -

used. '^^ The work above shows how i t c a n be u s e d to m e a s u r e 

the d i f f e r i n g r e g i o n a l l e v e l s of a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i v i t y in the 

pe r iod j u s t p r i o r to the Black Dea th , the l eve l of conco rdance 

with t h e r e s u l t s o b t a i n e d from the s l i g h t l y e a r l i e r l a y 

s u b s i d i e s s u g g e s t i n g t h a t the common r e s u l t s do r e f l e c t a t r u e 

p i c t u r e of r e l a t i v e p r o s p e r i t y l e v e l s . 
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The c a l c u l a t i o n of med ieva l p o p u l a t i o n l eve l s h a s a l w a y s 

p r e s e n t e d p rob l ems . Sources a r e few, a n d t h o s e t h a t do 

ex i s t a r e g e n e r a l l y se l ec t ive in the p o p u l a t i o n r e c o r d e d , a n d 

except in some l o c a l sou rce s , only males above a c e r t a i n 

w e a l t h , age or c l a s s t h r e s h o l d were r e p r e s e n t e d . I n e v i t a b l y , 

c a l c u l a t i o n s of l imi ted a c c u r a c y a r e n e c e s s a r y to a r r i v e a t a 

g r o s s p o p u l a t i o n e s t i m a t e , a n d the p o s s i b l e i n a c c u r a c i e s 

mul t ip ly if two s e p a r a t e sources a r e compared to measu re 

p o p u l a t i o n c h a n g e a c r o s s t ime. 

For Hampsh i re , a s e l s e w h e r e , the f i r s t w r i t t e n source to 

al low c o n j e c t u r e abou t the l eve l and d i s t r i b u t i o n of the 

p o p u l a t i o n i s Domesday. Th i s , however , i s a l i s t of t e n a n t s , 

not of the whole p o p u l a t i o n . I t shows the m a j o r c o n c e n t r a t i o n s 

of p o p u l a t i o n to h a v e been in the u p p e r Test v a l l e y wi th up to 

twelve p e r s o n s r eco rded p e r s q u a r e mi le , a long t h e n o r t h e r n 

edge of the c h a l k l a n d s , a n d a r o u n d the u p p e r I t c h e n a n d 

Meon. The lowest numbers were r eco rded for t h e New F o r e s t , 

wi th the Cronda l l a n d Woolmer r e g i o n s a l so h a v i n g few p e r s o n s 

n o t e d . In g e n e r a l , t h e r e was l i t t l e se t t l ement s o u t h - e a s t of a 

l i n e d r a w n between Southampton , Winchester a n d F a r n h a m , 

r e l a t i v e l y few people a p p a r e n t l y b e i n g s u p p o r t e d by the f e r t i l e 

so i l s of the c o a s t a l p l a i n , in c o n t r a s t to t h e s i t u a t i o n r e c o r d e d 

fo r S u s s e x . P a r t s of the Avon v a l l e y were s i m i l a r l y l i g h t l y 

p o p u l a t e d . In a l l , 8 ,835 people were r e c o r d e d : wha t 

p e r c e n t a g e of the c o u n t y ' s t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n t h i s w a s i s 

e n t i r e l y open to c o n j e c t u r e . 

The nex t source which i s "o s t ens ib ly c a p a b l e " ^ ^ of p r o d u c i n g 

n a t i o n a l p o p u l a t i o n s t a t i s t i c s i s t he 1377 Poll T a x , l e v i e d on 

a l l l a y ma les , e x c l u d i n g b e g g a r s . Hampsh i re i s not one of 

the coun t i e s fo r which d e t a i l e d r e t u r n s s u r v i v e , a n d on ly the 

t o t a l of 33,241 for the coun ty e x c l u d i n g Southampton a n d 

Winches te r , wi th 1,152 noted fo r t h e f o r m e r , i s k n o w n . T h e 

t o t a l f o r Winches ter i s l o s t . Again e l a b o r a t e c a l c u l a t i o n s would 

be n e c e s s a r y to a r r i v e a t a g r o s s p o p u l a t i o n f i g u r e , l e s s 

p o t e n t i a l l y i n a c c u r a t e t h a n t h a t fo r Domesday, b u t s t i l l one 

t h a t few would a p p r o a c h with c o n f i d e n c e . Hav ing a r r i v e d a t 

t he se two f i g u r e s i t would then be p o s s i b l e to c a l c u l a t e t h e 
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growth in p o p u l a t i o n up to the Black Death , b y s u b t r a c t i n g a 

s u i t a b l e , p e r h a p s a r b i t r a r y p e r c e n t a g e from t h e 1377 f i g u r e , to 

al low fo r those t h a t d ied in the ep idemics a n d d i v i d i n g i t by 

the Domesday f i g u r e . For r e a s o n s t h a t a r e o b v i o u s , the 

exe rc i s e h a s not been u n d e r t a k e n . 

I t i s , however , not so much the t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n which i s of 

i n t e r e s t to t h i s s t u d y , b u t whe the r i t s r e g i o n a l d i s t r i b u t i o n can 

be seen to c h a n g e between p e r i o d s , f u r t h e r i n g t h e a n a l y s i s of 

the economic development of Hampshi re in the Middle Ages. It 

i s b e c a u s e of t h i s t h a t t he loss of the Poll Tax r e t u r n s i s so 

u n f o r t u n a t e . 

Lay s u b s i d i e s a r e a f a r l e s s s a t i s f a c t o r y source f o r the s t u d y 

of p o p u l a t i o n , f i r s t l y b e c a u s e the i n i t i a l wea l t h t h r e s h o l d 

exc luded an unknown p e r c e n t a g e of the poor , a n d secondly 

b e c a u s e of e v a s i o n by those l e g a l l y l i a b l e to t a x a t i o n . The 

1334 s u b s i d y was l ev i ed on p l a c e s , r a t h e r t h a n i n d i v i d u a l s , 

whose c o n t r i b u t i o n s to the a s s e s s e d t o t a l were not r e c o r d e d . Of 

the f i n a l s u b s i d i e s r a i s e d u n d e r the old sys tem, in 1327 a n d 

1332, Glasscock conc ludes , "They t e l l us n o t h i n g of the t o t a l 
47 

p o p u l a t i o n . " In Hampshire in 1327 the t a x p a y i n g p o p u l a t i o n 

numbered 7,160, l e s s t h a n the number of Domesday t e n a n t s , a n d 

only abou t twenty p e r cent of the 1377 Poll Tax t o t a l . The 

r e l a t i v e l y smal l number c o n t r i b u t i n g to the s u b s i d y in the 

towns h a s a l r e a d y been d i s c u s s e d in the p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r . 

Neve r the l e s s , the p r i n c i p l e adop t ed in r e l a t i o n to t h e use of the 

s u b s i d y for t h e s t u d y of the d i s t r i b u t i o n of w e a l t h , if 

a c c e p t e d , ho ld s good for a s i m i l a r e x a m i n a t i o n of the p o p u l a t i o n . 

This i s , t h a t if too d e t a i l e d conc lus ions a r e a v o i d e d , the source 

p r o v i d e s r e l a t i v e d a t a of an a c c e p t a b l e s t a n d a r d , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

if the d a t a a r e g rouped in r e g i o n a l b l o c k s . The s u b s i d y of 

1327^^ h a s been chosen in p r e f e r e n c e to t h a t of 1332^^ for 

a n a l y s i s , a s a c o m p a r a t i v e sample s u g g e s t e d t h a t r a t h e r more 

t a x p a y e r s were enro l l ed t h e r e i n . 

C l e a r l y , when the d i s t r i b u t i o n of t a x p a y e r s in 1327 ( f i g . 3 .8) 

i s compared wi th the d i s t r i b u t i o n of p o p u l a t i o n b y se t t l emen t s 

in 1086,^^ the way in which a r e a s p r e v i o u s l y d e v o i d of much 

ev idence of n u c l e a t e d se t t lement h a d deve loped i s a p p a r e n t . 
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The g r e a t e s t c h a n g e h a d occu r r ed in the lower Test v a l l e y , 

and a long a s t r i p some s ix miles b r o a d e a s t of Southampton 

Water a long the c o a s t a l p l a i n . The deve lopment of t h i s 

a r e a was d i s c u s s e d in the p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r in r e l a t i o n to 

the m u l t i p l i c a t i o n of towns a n d m a r k e t s , a n d i t s r e l a t i v e 

wea l th e a r l i e r in t h i s one . New c o n c e n t r a t i o n s of p o p u l a t i o n 

a l so a p p e a r to the west of Southampton Water , a n d a c r o s s the 

s o u t h - e a s t of the c h a l k l a n d s . To s ay more t h a n t h i s , or to 

a n a l y s e the d i s t r i b u t i o n s in g r e a t e r d e t a i l , would be a 

p o i n t l e s s e x e r c i s e ; in both c a s e s wha t was i n c i d e n t a l l y b e i n g 

p r e s e n t e d was a r eco rd of f i s c a l c e n t r e s , and w h i l s t in most 

c a s e s these wi l l h a v e c o r r e s p o n d e d wi th n u c l e a t e d s e t t l emen t s , 

t h i s need not n e c e s s a r i l y h a v e been so. In s e v e r a l p a r t s of 

the c o u n t y , a s d i s c u s s e d above , d i s p e r s e d r a t h e r t h a n n u c l e a t e d 

se t t lement p a t t e r n s p r e d o m i n a t e d , a n d in t he se t h e g r o u p i n g of 

s c a t t e r e d f a rm ' a n d h a m l e t s ' i n h a b i t a n t s u n d e r t h e h e a d i n g of 
51 

the p a r i s h g i v e s a f a l s e impress ion of c o h e s i o n . 

This l a t t e r d i f f i c u l t y i s overcome wi th t h e use of ch^orople th 

maps , whereby the d a t a a r e g r o u p e d in to a r e a s . Even so, a n y 

conc lus ions or o b s e r v a t i o n s p r o f f e r e d must be r e g a r d e d a s 

t e n t a t i v e models to be t e s t e d , b e c a u s e of the n a t u r e of t h e 
52 

1327 f i g u r e s . It i s p o s s i b l e t h a t d e t a i l e d work on the wea l t h 

s t r u c t u r e of soc ie ty , a s r eco rded in the s u b s i d y r o l l s , would 

r e so lve the main problem of how many people were exempted 

from t a x a t i o n b e c a u s e of t h e i r p o v e r t y . At t h e moment we 
53 

h a v e no b e t t e r i dea t h a n d id W i l l a r d . E i t h e r d i s t r i b u t i o n , 

of 1086 or 1327, may be b i a s e d , if in c e r t a i n a r e a s t h e r e 

were d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y l a r g e or smal l number s of poor , in whom 

no d i r e c t i n t e r e s t was d i s p l a y e d by the Crown. 

Neve r the l e s s , both sources e x p r e s s an i n t e r e s t in the same t y p e 

of p e r s o n , a n d the b i a s e s and i n a c c u r a c i e s in t h e p o p u l a t i o n 

they r eco rd a r e p r o b a b l y of a much l e s s e r m a g n i t u d e t h a n 

d i f f e r e n c e s in the d i s t r i b u t i o n of those c o n s i d e r e d a s 

i n s i g n i f i c a n t l y poor in both c a s e s . As f a r as t h e y both go , 

t he two sources a r e b r o a d l y c o m p a r a b l e . 

In 1327 ( f i g . 3 .9) the g r e a t e s t r e c o r d e d c o n c e n t r a t i o n s of 

p o p u l a t i o n were on the c o a s t a l p l a i n , wi th the F a r e h a m a r e a 
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h a v i n g a r eco rded 14.6 p e r s o n s p e r s q u a r e mi l e , t h e Hay l ing 

one 13.4 , and the i n t e r m e d i a t e Por t sea a r e a 10 .2 . For most of 

the Test v a l l e y t h e r e was an a v e r a g e of 5 to 7 . 5 people p e r 

s q u a r e mile , with the excep t ion of the a r e a to t h e west of the 

lower Test (4.82) a n d t h a t a r o u n d Overton ( 3 .6 ) . This i s 

the most no t i c eab l e deve lopment , the u p p e r Test v a l l e y be ing 

by f a r the most h i g h l y p o p u l a t e d p a r t of Hampsh i r e in 1086, 

w h e r e a s by 1327 i t h a d c l e a r l y been ec l ipsed b y the c o a s t a l 

p l a i n . Also notewor thy i s t he r e l a t i v e growth of p o p u l a t i o n 

in the Lymington a n d Cronda l l a r e a s , a n d in t h a t to the ea s t 

of Sou thampton . 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

MEDIEVAL MOATED SITES IN HAMPSHIRE 

Taylo r h a s d e f i n e d a moated s i t e a s " a n a r e a of g r o u n d , of ten 

occupied by a dwe l l i ng or a s s o c i a t e d s t r u c t u r e , bounded or 

p a r t l y bounded by a wide d i t c h , which in most c a s e s was 

i n t e n d e d to be f i l l e d wi th w a t e r , t he whole u s u a l l y d a t i n g 

from t h e l a t e r p a r t of the medieva l p e r i o d . " ^ Ref inements of 

t h i s s t a t ement c a n be o f f e r e d ; Le P a t o u r e l h a s noted t h a t t he 
2 

d i t ch shou ld h a v e o r i g i n a l l y been of a t l e a s t a c e r t a i n w i d t h ; 

both t h r e e a n d f i v e met res h a v e r e c e n t l y been p r o p o s e d a s the 
3 

minimum f i g u r e . Commonly, t h e e n c l o s u r e w a s s q u a r e to s u b -

r e c t a n g u l a r , a n d o f t en r a i s e d due to t h e d u m p i n g of spo i l on 

t h e i n t e r i o r . I n t e r i o r b a n k s a r e sometimes v i s i b l e a s a r e t h e 

r e m a i n s of c a u s e w a y s or b r i d g e s a c r o s s the m o a t . Moats were 

g e n e r a l l y a s s o c i a t e d wi th m a n o r i a l or f r e e h o l d m e s s u a g e s , a n d 

f r e q u e n t l y wi th f i s h p o n d s , whose p r o v i s i o n w a s f a c i l i t a t e d by 

the a p p a r e n t l y d e l i b e r a t e l y chosen p rox imi ty to w a t e r of most 

s i t e s . E x c a v a t i o n s a n d documen ta ry e v i d e n c e , s u c h a s 

m a n o r i a l e x t e n t s , bo th i n d i c a t e t h a t moated s i t e s h a d t h e same 

t y p e a n d number of b u i l d i n g s a s unmoated ones of the same 

s t a t u s , a l t h o u g h the p r e s e n c e of the moat cou ld l e a d to them 

be ing a r r a n g e d in a more compact g r o u p i n g t h a n w a s o the rwi se 

the c a s e . 

Genera l D i s t r i b u t i o n 

Comparison of the f i g u r e accompany ing Hughes ' 1981 s u r v e y of 

the c o u n t y ' s moated s i t e s ^ and f i g .4̂ .1 d e m o n s t r a t e s t h e e x t e n t to 

which the s u b s e q u e n t i n t e n s i v e s u r v e y of the p o s s i b l e s i t e s 

d i s c u s s e d a n d mapped by him h a s r e d u c e d t h e i r n u m b e r . Hughes 

noted t h a t t h e r e were a p p r o x i m a t e l y 120 ' p r o v i s i o n a l ' s i t e s , 

a n d t h o u g h t t h a t t h e f i n a l t o t a l was l i k e l y to b e 80 to 100 

s i t e s . F ie ld v i s i t s r e v e a l e d t h a t amongst the s i t e s l i s t e d a s 

p o s s i b l e moated s i t e s were g a r d e n e a r t h w o r k s , n a t u r a l 

w a t e r c o u r s e s a n d p o n d s , man-made f i s h p o n d s , g r a v e l p i t s , 

m a n o r i a l s i t e s wi th fence l i n e s or b u i l d i n g s w h i c h h a d 

s u g g e s t e d the p o s s i b l e p r e s e n c e of an e a r l i e r e n c l o s u r e , a n d 
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v a r i o u s o t h e r a r c h a e o l o g i c a l or n a t u r a l e a r t h w o r k s . The s u r v e y 

r e v e a l e d on ly 30 s i t e s whe re t h e r e w a s e i t h e r s u r v i v i n g e v i d e n c e 

of t h e moat , or w h a t w a s c o n s i d e r e d to be u n e q u i v o c a l e v i d e n c e 

t h a t one h a d once e x i s t e d ( a p p e n d i x 1 ) . A f u r t h e r s i x s i t e s h a v e 

been i n c l u d e d on t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n map a n d in t h e d i s c u s s i o n , a s in 

t h e s e c a s e s i t was c o n s i d e r e d t h a t the d o c u m e n t a r y e v i d e n c e 

i n d i c a t e d t h a t i t w a s h i g h l y l i k e l y t h a t a m o a t e d s i t e h a d once 

e x i s t e d . 

The f i e l d s u r v e y r e v e a l e d a s t r i k i n g c o n c e n t r a t i o n of s i t e s in the 

c e n t r a l p a r t of t h e H a m p s h i r e w o o d l a n d s , a r o u n d t h e River Loddon . 

S u b s e q u e n t d e t a i l e d s t u d y of t h i s a r e a r e v e a l e d a f ew , p r e v i o u s l y 

u n k n o w n , moated s i t e s ; t h i s h a s e m p h a s i s e d t h e p a t t e r n , b u t h a s 

no t , i t i s b e l i e v e d , d i s t o r t e d i t . T i the map a n d a p p o r t i o n m e n t 

e v i d e n c e w a s f o u n d to most f r e q u e n t l y r e v e a l new s i t e s . Dur ing 

t h e c o u r s e of t h i s r e s e a r c h l a r g e n u m b e r s of t h e c o u n t y ' s t i t h e 

maps a n d a p p o r t i o n m e n t s were e x a m i n e d from a v a r i e t y of 

d i f f e r i n g p h y s i c a l a r e a s , many s p e c i f i c a l l y in o r d e r to look fo r 

m o a t s . None were f o u n d , a p a r t from in t h e Loddon a r e a . The 

s i t e s o u t s i d e t h i s a r e a a r e s c a t t e r e d a c r o s s t h e s o u t h of t h e 

county a n d most a r e a s s o c i a t e d w i th modern w a t e r c o u r s e s . 

Geology, Soils a n d Height 

The c o r r e s p o n d e n c e be tween t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n of m o a t e d s i t e s a n d 

a r e a s of London C lay c l e a r l y shows t h a t g e o l o g y h a s been a m a j o r 

i n f l u e n c e on t h e w a y in w h i c h t h e l a n d s c a p e h a s b e e n d e v e l o p e d a n d 
5 

e x p l o i t e d . The Loddon g r o u p of s i t e s l i e s a l m o s t e n t i r e l y on London 

C l a y , two o u t l i e r s b e i n g on t h e s a n d s a n d c l a y s of t h e B a g s h o t Beds . 

South of t h e t w e n t y m i l e - w i d e b a n d of C h a l k d o w n l a n d , be tween t h i s 

a n d t h e Bagsho t Beds a n d o t h e r d e p o s i t s w h i c h o c c u r i n t h e sou th of 

c o u n t y , a r e n a r r o w b a n d s of London Clay a n d t h e R e a d i n g B e d s . Once 

a g a i n , moated s i t e s o c c u r . O the r s l i e on i s o l a t e d o u t c r o p s of C l a y . 

Most of t h e r e m a i n i n g s i t e s l i e on s p r i n g l i n e s r i s i n g on t h e 

j u n c t i o n be tween g e o l o g i c a l d e p o s i t s . 

Such so i l m a p s a s e x i s t , of wh ich t h e ma in s e r i e s i s t h e L a n d 

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n Maps , g e n e r a l l y show s o i l s ' p o t e n t i a l u n d e r modern 

methods of e x p l o i t a t i o n . In H a m p s h i r e , ( f i g . 3 . 6 ) t h e C h a l k 

d o w n l a n d s h a v e t h e s a m e , a v e r a g e p o t e n t i a l t o d a y a s t h e 

w o o d l a n d s to t h e n o r t h , a l t h o u g h t h e downs h a v e h i g h , 

e x p o s e d , t h i n , C h a l k - b a s e d so i l s w h i l s t t h e w o o d l a n d s 
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h a v e low, c l a y - b a s e d a n d c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y wet s o i l s . C l e a r l y , 

t h e r e f o r e , a modern s o i l - p o t e n t i a l map r e v e a l s l i t t l e abou t the 

a c t u a l c h a r a c t e r of the so i l s , a n d even l e s s a b o u t t h e i r 

p o t e n t i a l when only a n c i e n t l e v e l s of t echno logy were a v a i l a b l e . 

A p r i m a r y d e t e r m i n a n t of a s o i l ' s c h a r a c t e r i s t h e u n d e r l y i n g 

geo logy , a n d hence the conc lus ions r e a c h e d a b o v e wi th 

r e f e r e n c e to geology a n d the d i s t r i b u t i o n of moated s i t e s might 

be r e p e a t e d h e r e . 

Height , too, can be r e g a r d e d a s a s u b s i d i a r y f u n c t i o n of 

geology in Hampsh i r e , the Chalk downland r i s i n g above 60m. 

(200 f t . ) a c r o s s the coun ty from eas t to wes t , d o m i n a t i n g the 

l a n d s c a p e . Moats a r e not found on the C h a l k , a n d hence a l l 

l i e below the 120m. c o n t o u r . The Loddon a r e a c o n t a i n s some of 

the lowest l a n d in the coun ty no r th of the c o a s t (£.45m.). A 

l a r g e number of the c o u n t y ' s moated s i t e s a r e c o n c e n t r a t e d 

h e r e , a n d o v e r a l l more t h a n ha l f l i e below the 60m. c o n t o u r . 

Location 

Most moated s i t e s in the coun ty a r e t o d a y i s o l a t e d , s p a t i a l l y 

d i s t i n c t from n u c l e a t e d s e t t l e m e n t s . This was c l e a r l y a l s o so 

in the med ieva l p e r i o d a l t h o u g h , a s h a s been d i s c u s s e d be low, 

l i t t l e i s ye t known of med ieva l v i l l a g e t y p e s a n d se t t l ement 

p a t t e r n s in H a m p s h i r e : to wha t e x t e n t , fo r i n s t a n c e , n u c l e a t e d , 

a s opposed to s c a t t e r e d se t t l ements p r e d o m i n a t e d , a n d t h e 

deg ree to which t h e r e was f l u i d i t y of se t t l ement s i t e . 

Examina t ion of a few spec i f i c c a s e s shows t h a t t h e s t a t e m e n t , 

t h a t t he m a j o r i t y of moated s i t e s in the coun ty were o r i g i n a l l y 

i s o l a t e d , c anno t e a s i l y be r e f i n e d , a n d t h a t t h e modern 

i s o l a t i o n of some s i t e s may not r e f l e c t the m e d i e v a l s i t u a t i o n . 

At Sherborne C o u d r a y , the moated s i t e of t h e manor house i s 

t oday over two k i lomet res from Sherborne St . John , the n e a r e s t 

n u c l e a t e d s e t t l e m e n t . Documentary ev idence shows , h o w e v e r , t h a t 

in the med ieva l pe r iod t h e r e was a hamle t a t t a c h e d to t h e 

manor . S i m i l a r l y , a t She r f i e ld Cour t , the s i te of t h e moated 

med ieva l manor compr i se s , wi th the r e b u i l t c h u r c h of St . L e o n a r d , 

almost the t o t a l ex t en t of the hamle t of Church E n d , the modern 

v i l l a g e of S h e r f i e l d l y i n g a r o u n d a g r e e n one k i lomet re to the 
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n o r t h . Documentary ev idence s u g g e s t s t h a t i t w a s only i n , 

or j u s t b e f o r e , 1270 t h a t the v i l l a g e moved from a r o u n d the 

c h u r c h to t h i s l a t t e r s i t e . ^ At Warb l i ng ton , i t i s a g a i n 

l i k e l y t h a t t h e e a r l y medieva l v i l l a g e was a d j a c e n t to the 

c h u r c h a n d m a n o r . Warb l ing ton t hough was e c l i p s e d a s a 

se t t lement by Emsworth, which p r i o r to 1239, when i t r ece ived 

a g r a n t to h a v e a marke t a n d f a i r , was p r o b a b l y no more 

t h a n a hamlet w i th in Warb l ing ton p a r i s h . The a r e a of the 

o r i g i n a l n u c l e a t e d se t t lement h a d so dec l ined in impor t ance 

t h a t , p r o b a b l y in the f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y , the l o r d of the manor 
7 

was a b l e to i m p a r k i t . Today , Emsworth is a t h r i v i n g v i l l a g e , 

whi l s t Warb l ing ton c h u r c h a n d c a s t l e , the s u c c e s s o r of the 

moated manor , r emain l a r g e l y f r e e of a c c o m p a n y i n g se t t l emen t . 

Here then a r e t h r e e s i tes of m a n o r i a l s t a t u s , t o d a y 

i s o l a t e d b u t in the medieval pe r iod p a r t of n u c l e a t e d 

s e t t l e m e n t s . 

Moreover, c e r t a i n s i t e s were i s o l a t e d because of t h e i r f u n c t i o n ; 

in o the r words t h e i r i so l a t i on was by d e s i g n r a t h e r t h a n a s an 

i n c i d e n t a l consequence of t h e s i t u a t i o n of the a s s o c i a t e d 

messuage or f a r m . Such s i t e s i n c l u d e fo res t a n d p a r k l o d g e s , 

a n d monas t i c , p r i m a r i l y C i s t e r c i a n , g r a n g e s . In t h e fo rmer 

c a t e g o r y the s i t e s a t C l a p p e r s Farm a n d p r o b a b l y Blackmoor 

may be ment ioned , a n d in the l a t t e r Holbury . 

To summar i se , i t c a n be noted t h a t some s i t e s , such a s the 

l a t t e r ones , may h a v e been set a p a r t from the e s t a b l i s h e d 

n u c l e a t e d se t t l emen t s b e c a u s e of t h e f u n c t i o n t h e y were 

i n t e n d e d to f u l f i l . Si tes of m a n o r i a l s t a t u s occu r both w i t h i n , 

and a p a r t from n u c l e a t e d se t t l emen t s in the m e d i e v a l p e r i o d . 

In eve ry c a s e t h o u g h where i t i s known t h a t a s i t e was not 

of t h i s s t a t u s , a n d w a s , or c a n be su rmised to h a v e b e e n , 

the c e n t r e of wha t i s u s u a l l y r e f e r r e d to a s a f r e e h o l d e s t a t e , 

i t a p p a r e n t l y l a y a p a r t from a n y n u c l e a t e d s e t t l e m e n t . 

Var ious q u e s t i o n s abou t moats r emain u n a n s w e r e d , a p a r t from 

the semina l one of why they were c o n s t r u c t e d , a l t h o u g h each 

i s connected wi th t h i s . Le P a t o u r e l noted in Y o r k s h i r e t h a t 

c e r t a i n manors of the a r c h b i s h o p s of York were moated w h i l s t 

o the r s were n e v e r so enclosed.® In Hampsh i r e , s e v e r a l such 
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c a s e s may be no ted ; a p a r t from Bishops Wal tham P a l a c e , 

only one of the b i shop of W i n c h e s t e r ' s manors w a s moated 

for i n s t a n c e , a n d only one of the g r a n g e s of Beaul ieu 

a b b e y . In n e i t h e r ca se does the ev idence s u g g e s t t h a t e i t he r 

the s i t u a t i o n or func t ion of these moated s i t e s w a s e x c e p t i o n a l . 

Such i n s t a n c e s only se rve to i l l u s t r a t e the d i f f i c u l t y of 

d e f i n i n g why moats were d u g . 

Shape 

Seve ra l e l a b o r a t e taxonomic c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s of moated s i t e s 

h a v e been p u b l i s h e d , r e f l e c t i n g a n d o r d e r i n g t h e wide r a n g e 
9 

of s i t e - t y p e s f o u n d . Such schemes, w h a t e v e r t h e i r mer i t s 

e l s ewhe re , would se rve l i t t l e p u r p o s e in t h i s s t u d y , a s 

Hampshire does not possess a s i n g l e known ' m u l t i p l e ' or 

' e l a b o r a t e ' s i t e . The c o u n t y ' s moats were i n v a r i a b l y s imple 

in form, a l t h o u g h i t must be remembered t h a t w h a t i s 

obse rved t o d a y need no t , n e c e s s a r i l y , be wha t w a s o r i g i n a l l y 

b u i l t . 

A l t e r a t i o n s , d e l i b e r a t e or o t h e r w i s e , h a v e been e f f e c t i n g the 

s i t e s s ince t hey were f i r s t c o n s t r u c t e d , both d u r i n g use a n d 

a f t e r a b a n d o n m e n t . One of these p r o c e s s e s , i n f i l l i n g , can be 

c l e a r l y seen going on d u r i n g the p a s t c e n t u r y a n d - a - h a l f by 

compar ing moats a s r e p r e s e n t e d on the t i t h e m a p s wi th w h a t 

a p p e a r s on succes s ive ed i t i ons of l a r g e sca le O r d n a n c e Survey 

maps , a n d t o d a y in modern f i e l d - s u r v e y s . Other moats were 

a l r e a d y f i l l e d in by £ .1840 , f i e l d names p e r p e t u a t i n g t h e i r 

s i t e s ' e x i s t e n c e ; t h r e e examples of t h i s can b e seen in 

Bramley p a r i s h . E a r l i e r , b u t s t i l l p o s t - m e d i e v a l , a l t e r a t i o n s 

h a v e i n v o l v e d the ex tens ion a n d r e g u l a r i z a t i o n of moats a r o u n d 

or a d j a c e n t to g e n e r a l l y n e w l y - r e f u r b i s h e d b u i l d i n g s to s e r v e 

a s l a n d s c a p e f e a t u r e s , a s a t B e a u r e p a i r e a n d S h e r f i e l d C o u r t . 

Other d e l i b e r a t e a l t e r a t i o n s noted i n c l u d e the e n l a r g e m e n t of 

the moat a t Crambourne to form a w a t e r c r e s s b e d , t he i n t e r i o r 

of t h i s s i t e b e i n g used a s a con i f e r p l a n t a t i o n . 

A l t e r a t i ons to most s i t e s , howeve r , h a v e been g r a d u a l , by 

e ros ion d u e to w a t e r , so i l , p l a n t , a n i m a l and h u m a n a c t i o n s . 
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Such p roces se s were and a r e , n a t u r a l l y , more I n t e n s i v e l y a t 

work where h a b i t a t i o n h a s con t inued on or n e a r t h e s i t e s ince 

i t s i n i t i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n . Even when a s i te i s a b a n d o n e d 

r e l a t i v e l y soon a f t e r i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n , to s u b s e q u e n t l y remain 

u n d e r p e r m a n e n t p a s t u r e , e ros ion l e a d s to t h e g r a d u a l l o s s of 

b a s i c f e a t u r e s . An o r i g i n a l l y s h a r p l y a n g u l a r s i t e , wi th 

v e r t i c a l l y r eve t t ed s ides a n d e l a b o r a t e b r i d g e a n d s l u i c e 

m e c h a n i s m s , soon becomes a r o u n d e d , l a r g e l y f e a t u r e l e s s 

e a r t h w o r k . Moreover, fo r s e v e r a l a s yet i m p e r f e c t l y unde r s tood 

r e a s o n s , a r c h a e o l o g i c a l e a r t h w o r k s in g e n e r a l in Hampsh i re 

a r e few in number a n d s l i g h t in c h a r a c t e r . The r e s u l t i s 

t h a t t h e c o u n t y ' s moated s i t e s a r e , wi th a few n o t ^ a b l e 

excep t ions l i k e C l a p p e r s Farm a n d Bushy Lease F a r m , 

g e n e r a l l y of a poor p h y s i c a l q u a l i t y . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , the s h a p e of a moat was de t e rmined i n many 

c a s e s by the l oca l t e r r a i n r a t h e r t h a n by human d e s i g n . 

Cons t ruc t ion of even the smal les t moat i nvo lved c o n s i d e r a b l e 

i n v e s t m e n t , whe the r in time or money, a n d use w a s c l e a r l y 

made in many c a s e s of e x i s t i n g t o p o g r a p h i c f e a t u r e s to 

keep e x p e n d i t u r e to a minimum. In s e v e r a l i n s t a n c e s moats 

were s i t ed in such a way a s to make use of a n e x i s t i n g 

w a t e r c o u r s e , a s a t Bushy Lease Farm a n d T u r g i s C o u r t . These 

v a r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n s make i t u n l i k e l y t h a t a n i n t e n s i v e s tudy 

of moa t s ' modern a p p e a r a n c e wi l l r e v e a l much of t h e i r o r i g i n a l 

form, a n d h e n c e , p o s s i b l y , i n t e n d e d f u n c t i o n . 

Only one example h a s been noted in Hampshi re of a moat whose 

b a s i c s h a p e was not r e c t a n g u l a r . This i s O t t e r b o r n e , a 

s u b s t a n t i a l s u b - c i r c u l a r moat over 12m. wide , e n c l o s i n g an 

a r e a m e a s u r i n g £ . 1 2 5 x 60m. In g e n e r a l , moats of t h i s 

t y p e a r e r e l a t i v e l y r a r e , a n d , e x c a v a t i o n s h a v e i n d i c a t e d , 

r e l a t i v e l y e a r l y compared to the more u s u a l f o u r - s i d e d o n e s . 

I t h a s been s u g g e s t e d t h a t t hey d e r i v e from m i l i t a r y 
12 

r i n g w o r k s of the e l e v e n t h a n d t w e l f t h c e n t u r i e s . This 

theory i s not s u p p o r t e d by the Hampshi re e v i d e n c e . Here 

t h e r e i s only one c i r c u l a r m a n o r i a l moat , a l t h o u g h the 

p ropor t ion of r i n g w o r k c a s t l e s of the e a r l y m e d i e v a l p e r i o d 
13 

compared to motte a n d b a i l e y s i s u n u s u a l l y h i g h . S a d l y , 
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almost no documen ta ry or a r c h a e o l o g i c a l m a t e r i a l from 

Ot te rborne s u r v i v e s , and i t i s unknown whe the r t h i s s i t e too 

d a t e s from before the mid t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y when r e c t a n g u l a r 

moats b e g a n to be c o n s t r u c t e d in l a r g e n u m b e r s . 

Two o the r s i t e s . Manor Farm, P l a i t f o r d a n d South C h a r f o r d 

Manor Fa rm, h a v e a n i r r e g u l a r s h a p e . Both, t hough a r e 

a d j a c e n t to work ing f a r m s , and hence l i t t l e r e l i a n c e can be 

p l aced on the modern form of the s i t e s a s a b a s i s fo r 

h i s t o r i c a l r e s e a r c h . 

In a l l o ther c a s e s in Hampshire where the s h a p e of the moat 

i s known it i s e i t h e r r e c t a n g u l a r or s q u a r e . 

This p r e f e r e n c e for r e c t a n g u l a r e n c l o s u r e s , no ted in e v e r y 

p u b l i s h e d r e g i o n a l s u r v e y of moats , h a s been a r g u e d to be 

an a p e i n g by the h o l d e r s of l e s s e r e s t a t e s of t h e q u a d r a n g u l a r 

moated c a s t l e s c o n s t r u c t e d by the Crown a n d g r e a t e r 

n o b i l i t y . As well a s any g e n e r a l ob jec t ion to d i f f u s i o n i s m 

as an e x p l a n a t i o n of c u l t u r e c h a n g e , t h i s t h e o r y can be 

shown to be u n l i k e l y on ch rono log i ca l g r o u n d s , a s q u a d r a n g u l a r 

moated c a s t l e s f i r s t b e g a n to be b u i l t in n u m b e r s in the l a t e 

t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , p r o b a b l y a f t e r the w i d e s p r e a d adop t i on of 

q u a d r a n g u l a r moats as the p r e f e r r e d method of b o u n d i n g 

m a n o r i a l c a p i t a l m e s s u a g e s . 

I t may r a t h e r be s u g g e s t e d t h a t the r e c t a n g u l a r form of most 

moats merely mirrog the i n c r e a s e d p r e f e r e n c e a t t he time when 

they were b e i n g dug for the c o u r t y a r d p l a n for b u i l d i n g 

complexes . E x c a v a t i o n s h a v e shown t h a t t h i s i s a s e q u a l l y 

t r u e of p e a s a n t f a r m s t e a d s a s i t i s of r o y a l p a l a c e s . B u i l d i n g s 

b e g a n to be r e - o r d e r e d , even p l a n n e d , to enc lose a c e n t r a l 

c o u r t y a r d or s t o c k y a r d , p r o b a b l y r e f l e c t i n g both t he i n c r e a s i n g 

p r o s p e r i t y en joyed by many a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c e r s a t t h i s 

t ime, a n d the improv ing s t r u c t u r a l s t a n d a r d s of b u i l d i n g s , 

s tone by then b e i n g in many a r e a s the a c c e p t e d , r a t h e r t h a n 
15 

an e x c e p t i o n a l b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l . 

At Wickham, s tone was f i r s t used in b u i l d i n g s in the l a t e 

t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , a t the time the moat was c o n s t r u c t e d . ^ ^ At 
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Milton, t h r e e p h a s e s of t imber b u i l d i n g s were f o u n d , none 

showing much ev idence of r e g u l a r o r g a n i z a t i o n . In the 

f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y a s q u a r e moat , c u t t i n g the l a t e s t of t he se 

p h a s e s was d u g . No b u i l d i n g s were found a s s o c i a t e d wi th 

the moat , b u t the a l i gnmen t of t i l e dumps s u g g e s t s t h a t t he 
17 

b u i l d i n g s were l a i d out p a r a l l e l to i t s s i d e s . 

Ra ther t h a n seeing the adop t ion of a r e c t a n g u l a r moat b e i n g 

the r e a s o n for the enclosed b u i l d i n g s be ing a r r a n g e d in a 

s q u a r e , or v ice v e r s a , i t i s p e r h a p s more l i k e l y t h a t t h e y 

t o g e t h e r r e f l e c t the improved b u i l d i n g s t a n d a r d s of the t ime , 

with t h e new, longer l a s t i n g s t r u c t u r e s be ing l a i d out wi th 

f a r more c a r e t h a n were t h e i r more ephemera l p r e d e c e s s o r s . 

Bu i ld ings 

Few b u i l d i n g s a s s o c i a t e d with moats in Hampshi re d a t e from 

before the f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y . Rigold h a s noted t h a t t h i s i s 

not uncommon, a n d t h a t b u i l d i n g s which do s u r v i v e from 

before t h i s d a t e h a v e done so b e c a u s e of t h e i r e x c e p t i o n a l 

q u a l i t y . A f i v e - b a y t i m b e r - f r a m e d c ruck b a r n a t Breach 

Fa rm, She f f i e ld on Loddon, p o s s i b l y d a t i n g from jc. 1500 i s the 

only minor s e c u l a r b u i l d i n g to s u r v i v e wi th in a moa t . 

The only o the r ca se where u p s t a n d i n g b u i l d i n g s s u r v i v e in 

use w i th in a moat i s a t Pamber , where the p a r i s h c h u r c h , 

fo rmer ly t h a t of the a l i en p r i o r y of Monk S h e r b o r n e , s t a n d s 

wi th in a s q u a r e e n c l o s u r e . The c r o s s i n g tower a n d p r e s b y t e r y 

of the p r i o r y remain roofed , wh i l s t the south w a l l of the n a v e 

and p a r t of t h e no r th w a l l of the wes te rn r a n g e p a r t i a l l y 

r emain a s a b o u n d a r y w a l l . Blocked doors in t h i s l a t t e r wa l l 

i n d i c a t e t h a t i t was to t h i s s ide of the c h u r c h t h a t the 

c o n v e n t u a l b u i l d i n g s l a y , a n d f o u n d a t i o n s a r e r e p o r t e d to 
19 

h a v e been found in t h i s a r e a , now occupied by P r i o r y F a r m . 

I t is t he g r o u n d nor th of the c h u r c h though t h a t i s enc losed by 

the r o u g h l y s q u a r e moat , to form a cour t of c . 0 . 3 h a . What 

was b e i n g enc losed i s unknown , a n d in g e n e r a l i t i s s t i l l 

u n c l e a r to wha t ex ten t the sma l l e r a l i e n p r i o r i e s fo l lowed a 

s t a n d a r d c l a u s t r a l p a t t e r n . I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e moat 
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enc losed the p r i o r y ' s b u r i a l g r o u n d , a s t h e r e w a s a p p a r e n t l y an 

i n c r e a s i n g t endency a s the medieva l pe r iod p r o g r e s s e d fo r 

r e l i g i o u s communit ies to b u r y t h e i r d e a d o u t s i d e the c l o i s t e r , 
20 

to the no r th ea s t of the c h u r c h . As the modern p a r o c h i a l 

g r a v e y a r d occupies the s i t e i t i s i m p r o b a b l e t h a t e x c a v a t i o n 

would Elucidate t h i s p rob l em. I t i s p e r h a p s s i g n i f i c a n t t hough 

t h a t no b u r i a l s a r e known to h a v e been found i n the v i c i n i t y of 

P r io ry Farm which ough t to ove r l i e the a r e a occup ied by the 

p r i o r y ' s c l o i s t e r . 

B i s h o p ' s Waltham P a l a c e , a l t h o u g h d e s c r i b e d by the Winches ter 

Anna l i s t a s a c a s t l e , one of the s ix b u i l t by Henry of Blo is , 
21 

Bishop of Winches ter 1129-71, i s more c o r r e c t l y c l a s s e d a s a 

moated r e s i d e n t i a l complex. I t w a s , t h r o u g h o u t i t s l i f e , a n 

e x t e n s i v e , s u b s t a n t i a l , a n d p r o b a b l y i m p r e s s i v e l y e l a b o r a t e , 

complex if the s u r v i v i n g a r c h i t e c t u r a l r e m a i n s c a n be t a k e n as 

a g u i d e . Whilst only the she l l of the ma jo r b u i l d i n g s , which 

were l a r g e l y des t royed in the s even t een th c e n t u r y , r ema in 

u p s t a n d i n g , a t l e a s t the b r o a d d e t a i l s of the s i t e ' s development 
22 

h a v e been r e v e a l e d by e x c a v a t i o n s . 

What r e m a i n s of the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g s , p r o b a b l y c o n s t r u c t e d 

£ . 1135, a p p e a r s to be p o r t i o n s of the c u r t a i n w a l l , which 

s u r v i v e s a s the i n n e r w a l l s of the l a t e r , s o u t h , c a m e r a , a n d 

w e s t , ha l l ^ b l o c k s . A t h r e e - c e l l e d g a t e h o u s e g u a r d e d the 

e n t r a n c e , a n d in the i n t e r i o r an a p s i d a l c h a p e l was amongs t 

the f r e e s t a n d i n g b u i l d i n g s . Following the s e i z u r e a n d 

d i s m a n t l i n g of the s i t e by Henry I I I in 1155, t h e p a l a c e was 

r e b u i l t on a l a r g e r s c a l e , the work a p p a r e n t l y b e i n g complete 

by 1208, a s no r e b u i l d i n g work a p p e a r s on the f i r s t s u r v i v i n g 

Pipe Roll of the b i s h o p r i c of Winches te r , of t h a t y e a r . As a t 

Wolvesey, the new r a n g e s were b u i l t ou t s i de t h e old c u r t a i n 

w a l l s . The g r e a t h a l l occup ies the c e n t r a l p a r t of the wes t 

r a n g e , b u i l t a t f i r s t - f l o o r l eve l over an u n d e r c r o f t , wi th 

k i t c h e n s to the no r th a n d a so l a r tower , the s o - c a l l e d k e e p , 

in the sou th -wes t a n g l e . The a r r a n g e m e n t of t h e o the r r a n g e s , 

a n d t h a t of the second , n o r t h e r n , c o u r t , a r e l e s s well u n d e r s t o o d . 

As the moat s u r r o u n d s the l a t e twe l f th c e n t u r y complex , which 

was b u i l t a r o u n d the e a r l i e r b u i l d i n g s , i t i s l i k e l y to be 
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con tempora ry wi th , or l a t e r t h a n t h i s d a t e . The re i s no 

ev idence t h a t B l o i s ' s o r i g i n a l p a l a c e was i t s e l f moa ted . 

Once the p a l a c e p r e c i n c t s were de f ined by the moat a l l 

s u b s e q u e n t r e b u i l d i n g p rogrammes , by a r c h b i s h o p Wykeham 

(1367-1404), Beaufor t (1405-47) a n d e s p e c i a l l y Lang ton (1493-

1501), took p l a c e wi th in these e s t a b l i s h e d l i m i t s . 

In o the r c a s e s in the c o u n t y , a l t h o u g h the re a r e only l imi ted 

or no s t r u c t u r a l r ema ins a t s i t e s a p a r t from t h e moats 

t hemse lves , s u f f i c i e n t documenta t ion s u r v i v e s to a l low a t l e a s t 

a p a r t i a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of the med ieva l complexes to be 

made . At Harwel l Manor Farm, a n o t h e r r e s i d e n t i a l manor of 

the b i s h o p s of Winches te r , the i n t e r i o r of the moat i s t o d a y 

occupied by a f a r m h o u s e , which c e r t a i n l y i n c o r p o r a t e s much 

r e - u s e d m a t e r i a l from the e p i s c o p a l b u i l d i n g s . 

The 1208-9 Pipe Roll of t h e b i s h o p r i c shows c o n s i d e r a b l e 

r e b u i l d i n g work a t the manor , a p p a r e n t l y fo l lowing a m a j o r 

f i r e , a s camerae combustae a r e men t ioned . One of the new 

major c h a m b e r s was next to , or in f r o n t of ( a n t e ) , t he 

m a n o r ' s c h a p e l , the c a r p e n t e r b e i n g p a i d 8 2 ^ . 2 d . fo r work on 

i t s w a l l s . This b u i l d i n g , t h o u g h , w a s c h i e f l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d 

by i t s s tone chimney which i n c o r p o r a t e d 93 s t o n e s , b r o u g h t 

from Beaul ieu v i a Southampton, e rec ted over a n i n e - w e e k 

p e r i o d . The chamber was i n t e r n a l l y w h i t e w a s h e d . Roofing 

work was done on the ' h i g h c h a m b e r ' a n d i t s a d j u n c t s , u s i n g 

375 b o a r d s , or p l a n k s a n d l e a d g u t t e r i n g . The re was work 

on a f u r t h e r h a l l a n d on an a d j o i n i n g p a s s a g e , a s well a s 

v a r i o u s r e p a i r s to o the r b u i l d i n g s of a l e s s e r n a t u r e . 

In 1210-11 the f i r s t of the c h a m b e r s noted a b o v e , which w a s 

p r o b a b l y the b i s h o p ' s own, h a d i t s w a l l s p a i n t e d , t he 

c o n s i d e r a b l e cost of 40s. imply ing t h a t a s k i l l e d m u r a l i s t was 

employed . Work on one of the k i t c h e n s was s u f f i c i e n t l y 

i nvo lved to occupy one of the c a r p e n t e r s for 56 d a y s , a n d 

more p r i v a t e c h a m b e r s were u n d e r c o n s t r u c t i o n . Luce the 

p a i n t e r was p a i d for 29 weeks a n d 3 d a y s work , a t a r a t e 
2 4 

double t h a t p a i d to the h i g h e s t p a i d c a r p e n t e r , s u g g e s t i n g 

t h a t the b i s h o p , Pe te r des Roches, wished to c r e a t e a manor 

whose c h a m b e r s were not only s u b s t a n t i a l , bu t a l s o e l a b o r a t e l y 
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d e c o r a t e d , p r e s u m a b l y with b i b l i c a l a n d a l l e g o r i c a l scenes such 

a s were s( 

C l a r endon . 

a s were soon to a d o r n the w a l l s of the k i n g ' s p a l a c e a t 
25 

The Pipe Roll fo r 1213 r eco rds e x p e n d i t u r e on t h e ' g r e a t 

g a t e ' , a n d a l s o the m a n o r ' s f a rm b u i l d i n g s . Al though t h e r e 

would be room for two d i s t i n c t c o u r t s wi th in t h e moat , one 

r e s i d e n t i a l a n d one g iven over to the f a r m , i t i s e q u a l l y 

l i k e l y t h a t p i g g e r i e s a n d the l i k e l a y ou t s ide i t . A b a r n , 

sheephouses , oxhouse , d a i r y a n d c i d e r p r e s s were s p e c i f i c a l l y 

mentioned in t h a t y e a r , a n d o r c h a r d s in 1208-9 a n d 1213.^^ 

La te r r o l l s r e v e a l a few i n c i d e n t a l d e t a i l s . In 1252 the 

granOL r i e s a n d p i g g e r i e s were amongst the f a r m b u i l d i n g s 

r e p a i r e d and a room for the f a l c o n s was a l so m e n t i o n e d . The 

' p a i n t e d c h a m b e r ' was r e p a i r e d a n d roofed wi th s h i n g l e s , a n d 

t h e r e were minor r e p a i r s to the ' k n i g h t ' s c h a m b e r ' a n d t h e 

c l e r k ' s . A new w a r d r o b e was c o n s t r u c t e d from n e w l y - p u r c h a s e d 

f r e e s t o n e . I t too h a d a ch imney , a n d was roofed wi th 

s h i n g l e s . At l e a s t t h r e e b e d - c h a m b e r s ( t h a l a m u s ) wi th l a t r i n e s 

stood wi th in the complex, which by t h i s s t a g e h a d been moated 

s u f f i c i e n t l y long for work to be done on a new b r i d g e , a n d for 

the g r e a t d i t ch ( fossa tum) to r e q u i r e c l e a n i n g o u t . 

The ro l l fo r 1262 g i v e s some ev idence for the form of the 

b i s h o p ' s c h a m b e r , a s s t a i r s and ' h i g h windows ' were ment ioned , 

i n d i c a t i n g t h a t t h i s was p e r h a p s a f i r s t - f l o o r h a l l s i m i l a r to 

those a t Wolvesey a n d Bishops Wal tham. The b i s h o p ' s s t u d y 

( s tud ium) was a l so no t ed . 

As well a s be ing one of the l e a d i n g r e s i d e n t i a l m a n o r s of the 

b i shop of Winches te r , Marwell was a l so the s i t e of a smal l 

col lege of s e c u l a r p r i e s t s , founded by Henry of B lo i s . I t 

cons i s t ed of a c h a p e l d e d i c a t e d to S a i n t s S t ephen , L a w r e n c e , 

^ Vincent a n d Q u i n t i n , a n d possessed c h a m b e r s a n d a n c i l l a r y 

b u i l d i n g s fo r t h e p r i e s t s . Pe ter des Roches a d d e d a deacon to 

t h e i r n u m b e r , a n d i n s t i t u t e d a c o l l e g i a t e system of g o v e r n a n c e , 

whose r u l e s mention b u i l d i n g s ou t s i de the g a t e ( m a n s u s e x t r a 

p o r t u m ) . In 1535 the co l lege was te rmed a c h a n t r y a n d 

suppo r t ed two p r i e s t s , i t s u b s e q u e n t l y p a s s i n g , w i th the manor . 
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27 
to Sir Henry Seymour. 

There i s some ev idence to s u g g e s t t h a t the c o l l e g e was i n s i d e 

the moat , i t s t r a d i t i o n a l s i t e b e i n g in the n o r t h - w e s t of the 

enclosed a r e a . Ske le tons , l e a d c o f f i n s a n d t ombs tones a r e s a i d 

to h a v e been found a t some time p r i o r to 1869, in the s o u t h e r n 

p a r t of the moated e n c l o s u r e , however , which p e r h a p s a r g u e s 

a g a i n s t the t r a d i t i o n a l s i t i n g of the c h a p e l , a l t h o u g h a g a i n the 

r e f e r e n c e to ' t ombs tones ' does c a s t doubt on t h e r e l i a b i l i t y of 
28 

the r e p o r t s , u n l e s s i t was stone c o f f i n s t h a t w e r e f o u n d . 

From the above ev idence a g e n e r a l impress ion of the n a t u r e of 

the s i t e in the t h i r t e e n t h a n d f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s c a n be 

g a i n e d . P r io r to 1208 i t seems l i k e l y t h a t most of the complex 

was b u i l t of wood, and t h a t i t was l a r g e l y d e s t r o y e d in a 

c o n f l a g j i r a t i o n a t about t h i s t ime . In the r e b u i l d i n g programme 

which fo l lowed, s tone was used fo r a t l e a s t some of the 

c h a m b e r s , i n c l u d i n g what was p r o b a b l y the b i s h o p ' s own l o d g i n g s , 

and the w a r d r o b e . The accoun t s for l e a d g u t t e r i n g may indeed 

be i n d i c a t i v e of a w i d e s p r e a d use of s tone a t H a r w e l l a t t h i s 

t ime, a n d ' e x c a v a t i o n s ' s ince the Second World War h a v e 

r e v e a l e d v a r i o u s s tone w a l l f o u n d a t i o n s , up to a metre wide 
29 

l y i n g p a r a l l e l to the moat . These i n v e s t i g a t i o n s were not 

c a r r i e d out in a p r o f e s s i o n a l m a n n e r , howeve r , a n d no 

s t r a t i f i e d d a t i n g m a t e r i a l was r e c o v e r e d . Stone w a s , t h o u g h , 

in use a t Bishops Waltham a t t h i s t ime, a n d w a s b e i n g 

adop ted a s t h e p r e f e r r e d m a t e r i a l fo r p r e s t i g i o u s b u i l d i n g 

p r o j e c t s t h r o u g h o u t the c o u n t r y , a n d hence i t s w i d e s p r e a d use 

a t Harwel l would not be e x c e p t i o n a l . 

Few d e t a i l s of the m a n o r ' s p l a n a r e known, a n d t h e mention 

of the v a r i o u s d i s t i n c t c h a m b e r s a n d c o n n e c t i n g p e n t i c e s 

s u g g e s t s t h a t the complex was p r o b a b l y s i m i l a r to t h a t 

e x c a v a t e d a t South Witham, ( L i n e s . ) wi th the b u i l d i n g s 

loosely l i n k e d a r o u n d the edge of the moat, p o s s i b l y wi th a 

s e p a r a t e c h a p e l c o u r t . 

Following the t r a n s f e r of Harwe l l to the l a i e t y a t the 

Disso lu t ion t h e r e was c o n s i d e r a b l e , if p r o t r a c t e d , demol i t ion 

of b u i l d i n g s a t the s i t e . T r a d i t i o n h a s i t t h a t S i r Henry 
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Seymour used the s tone from the b u i l d i n g s not on ly to r e b u i l d 

Harwel l Farm (a d a t e s t o n e i n s c r i b e d 'H.S . 1575' s u r v i v e s 

r e se t in a l a t e r s t r u c t u r e ) , b u t a l so to e x t e n d e x i s t i n g , a n d to 

b u i l d e n t i r e l y new f a r m s on h i s e s t a t e . In 1626 h i s e s t a t e 

p a s s e d to the Mildmays , and s tone was a g a i n removed from 

Harwel l in l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s u n t i l _c. 1700. T h i r t y - e i g h t l o a d s 

for i n s t a n c e , were sent to Henst ing Fa rm, a mile to the n o r t h 

At Warb l ing ton Cas t l e t h e r e i s l i t t l e d o c u m e n t a r y ev idence 

conce rn ing the b u i l d i n g s on the s i t e p r i o r to t h e e a r l y 

s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . The Ordnance Survey r e c o r d s a t r a d i t i o n 
32 

t h a t a l i cence to c r e n e l l a t e the s i t e was g r a n t e d £ .1340 , 

bu t t h e r e is no C h a n c e r y enro l lment or o ther ev idence to v a l i d i f y 

t h i s . Ear ly—four teenth c e n t u r y i n q u i s i t i o n s pos t mortem only 
33 

note the p r e s e n c e of a house a n d g a r d e n . Some s tone 

f o u n d a t i o n s , p o s s i b l y of t h i s p e r i o d , h a v e been found a r o u n d 

the c o u r t y a r d bu t l i t t l e e l s e . I t i s l i k e l y , t h o u g h , t h a t t he 

s u b s t a n t i a l moat a r o u n d the s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y h o u s e , which 

p a r t i a l l y s u r v i v e s t o d a y , i n i t i a l l y enc losed a med ieva l 

p r e d e c e s s o r . 

W a r b l i n g t o n ' s main i n t e r e s t i s a s an example of a l a r g e a n d 

comfor tab le r e s i d e n t i a l complex, f a s h i o n a b l y r e - b u i l t in b r i c k , 

with a c r e n e l l a t e d a n d towered f a c a d e , in the e a r l y s i x t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y . Few, if a n y , in an age of g u n p o w d e r s u p r e m a c y , 
would h a v e c o n s i d e r e d i t d e f e n s i b l e , a l t h o u g h no doubt t h e y 
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would h a v e r ecogn i sed the i n h e r e n t symbolism of i t s d e s i g n . 

Warb l ing ton c a s t l e well r e p r e s e n t s the s t r u c t u r a l t r a n s i t i o n which 

major s e i g n e u r i a l r e s i d e n c e s u n d e r w e n t , a n o u t w a r d d i s p l a y of 

m i l i t a r i sm a n d s t r e n g t h be ing r e t a i n e d long a f t e r d e f e n d e d 

manors h a d become, in s u b s t a n c e a n d f u n c t i o n , c o u n t r y h o u s e s . 

Seve ra l o ther s i t e s of t h i s t ype in Hampshi re may be no t ed ; 

Bas ing House, T i t c h f i e l d a n d M a l s h a n g e r Tower, a l t h o u g h t h e s e , 

u n l i k e W a r b l i n g t o n , d id not d i r e c t l y succeed moated m a n o r s . 

Ten y e a r s p r i o r to the v i r t u a l d e s t r u c t i o n of t h e c a s t l e in 1633 

i t was s u r v e y e d for i t s owner , Sir R i c h a r d Cot ton, by Will iam 

L u f f e . He d e s c r i b e d i t a s : 

"a v e r y f a i r p l a c e , well moated a b o u t , b u i l t a l l wi th b r i c k s 



108 

a n d s t o n e s . . . . in l e n g t h two h u n d r e d feet a n d i n b r e a d t h two 

h u n d r e d f e e t , wi th a f a i r g reen cour t w i t h i n , a n d b u i l d i n g s 

round the s a i d c o u r t ; wi th a f a i r g a l l e r y , a n d d i v e r s 

c h a m b e r s of g r e a t c o u r t , a n d f o u r towers cove red wi th l e a d , 

wi th a v e r y g r e a t a n d s p a c i o u s h a l l , p a r l o u r a n d g r e a t 

c h a m b e r , a n d a l l o the r houses of o f f ice w h a t s o e v e r n e c e s s a r y 

for such a house ; with a v e r y f a i r c h a p e l w i t h i n the s a i d 

house , a n d the p l a c e a l l covered a l l wi th t i l e s a n d s tones a n d 

t h e r e i s a f a i r g r een cour t be fo re the g a t e of t h e s a i d house , 

c o n t a i n i n g two a c r e s of l a n d ; a n d t h e r e i s a v e r y s p a c i o u s 

g a r d e n with p l e a s a n t w a l k s a d j o i n i n g , c o n t a i n i n g two a c r e s of 

l a n d ; two o r c h a r d s wi th two l i t t l e meadow p l a t t s c o n t a i n i n g 

e igh t a c r e s ; a n d a g r e a t f i s h p o n d . . . . with a g a t e for wood, 

a n d two b a r n s , one of f i v e b a y s , the o the r of f o u r b a y s , 
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with s t a b l e s and o the r o u t - h o u s e s . " 

In the e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y s u f f i c i e n t of t h e c a s t l e was 

s t a n d i n g to al low the a u t h o r of a loca l h i s t o r y to note t h a t 

t h e r e w a s a south q u a d r a n g l e c o n t a i n i n g the c h a p e l , which 

measu red A2ft. by 32ft. a n d the g r e a t h a l l , 58ft. x 32 f t . The 

h a l l connec ted a t one end wi th a smal l c e l l a r , a n d a t t he 

o the r wi th b u t t e r y , k i t c h e n , b r e w e r y a n d a f u r t h e r c e l l a r . 

The a u t h o r f u r t h e r noted t h a t the ' s t a t e a p a r t m e n t s ' were in 

the n o r t h e r n q u a d r a n g l e , wi th a g a l l e r y a n d s l e e p i n g rooms 

a b o v e . A p p a r e n t l y , the main h a l l was s e r v i n g a s a s t a b l e , 

and t h i s may be the b u i l d i n g v i s i b l e b e h i n d t h e g a t e h o u s e , 

in a n e n g r a v i n g which forms the f r o n t i s p i e c e to t h e w o r k . ^ ^ 

By the t ime of the t i t h e s u r v e y the complex h a d a s sumed i t s 
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b a s i c modern form. 

What s u r v i v e s t o d a y , i n s i d e the b r o a d moat , a r e t h e r e m a i n s 

of the g a t e h o u s e , wi th one of t h e , o r i g i n a l l y f o u r , n a r r o w 

o c t a g o n a l s tone a n d b r i c k towers s t a n d i n g to i t s f u l l f o u r -

s torey h e i g h t , surmounted by c r e n e l l a t i o n s . P a r t s of t h e 

o the r towers a n d the c e n t r a l e n t r a n c e w a y a l so s t a n d , a l t h o u g h 

the c a b l e moulding a r o u n d the main ou te r e n t r a n c e , which 

s u r v i v e d in the e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , can no l o n g e r be seen . 

From l e s s complex a n d p r e s t i g i o u s s i t e s t h e r e i s , a s u s u a l , 

an a b s e n c e of d e t a i l e d documenta t ion conce rn ing t h e b u i l d i n g s 

t h e m s e l v e s . Best documented of t h e l e s s e r s i t e s i s B e a u r e p a i r e . 
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Even h e r e , where account ro l l s s u r v i v e from t h e p e r i o d , in 

the mid f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , when the s i t e was b e i n g 

r e f u r b i s h e d for t h e Brocas f a m i l y , only a p a r t i a l p i c t u r e of 

the b u i l d i n g s w i th in the moated complex i s r e v e a l e d . 

In the account ro l l fo r 1357-8 roof ing work on t h e c h a p e l , h a l l , 

c h a m b e r s , k i t c h e n , house nex t to t h e k i t c h e n a n d t h e g r a n g e 

i s answered f o r , 12,000 t i l e s be ing b r o u g h t f rom Odiham, 

e leven or twelve miles a w a y , for the p u r p o s e . F u r t h e r 

ev idence t h a t t he manor was in need of s u b s t a n t i a l r e p a i r 

a t t h i s t ime, a l t h o u g h a p p a r e n t l y no new b u i l d i n g s were 

e r e c t e d , comes from the e x p e n d i t u r e on p l a s t e r i n g , new door s , 

two ovens a n d t h r e e h e a r t h s , the h i g h cost of t h e l a t t e r i tems 

s u g g e s t i n g t h a t the k i t chen was p a r t i c u l a r l y i n need of 

r e n o v a t i o n . A new g l a s s window was p u r c h a s e d for the c h a p e l , 

for which a pon t i fo r ium was a l so b o u g h t , c o s t i n g fou r t imes a s 
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much a s the window. 

In 1360-61 the r e b u i l d i n g work was s t i l l go ing on , wi th a nova 

camera of some p r e t e n s i o n b e i n g c o n s t r u c t e d , cos t i ng a lmost as 

much a s the e n t i r e e a r l i e r r e p a i r p rogramme, a l t h o u g h only 

t h i s 'new c h a m b e r ' i s s p e c i f i c a l l y r e f e r r e d to , t he p u r c h a s e of 

A,000 t i l e s from a t i l e r might s u g g e s t t h a t work on o the r 

b u i l d i n g s h a d yet to be completed. 

Lit t le e l se i s known abou t the med ieva l m a n o r ' s b u i l d i n g s , 

a l t h o u g h the c h a p e l was s t i l l in use in the mid f i f t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y . T h e f i r s t p i c t o r i a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of t h e h o u s e , on 

an e s t a t e map of 1613, shows a s i n g l e , south f a c i n g , house 
/ 2 

with a t w i n - g a b l e d f r o n t , and f o u r s e p a r a t e c h i m n e y s . The 

house r e p r e s e n t e d i s ve ry r emin i scen t of the p r o d u c t s of t h e 

' g r e a t r e b u i l d i n g ' , and i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n may not h a v e p r ece^ded 

the d r a w i n g of the map by many d e c a d e s . Th i s b u i l d i n g in 

t u r n was demol ished some y e a r s be fo re 1777; some p a r t s of 
/ O 

the house t h a t r e p l a c e d i t r emain s t a n d i n g t o d a y . 

Otherwise , t h e r e a r e only s c a t t e r e d r e f e r e n c e s to b u i l d i n g s 

a s s o c i a t e d with moated s i t e s . In the r e i g n of Henry I I 

William Fi tz Adam endowed a c h a p e l w i th in the p a r i s h of 

St . Andrew She rbo rne ( l a t e r She rborne S t . John) a c o n f i r m a t i o n 

of t h i s c h a r t e r in 1202 no t ing t h a t t he c h a p e l stood w i t h i n the 
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demesne (in c u r i a ) of Fi tz Adam.^^ Whether by t h i s s t a g e 

the s i t e , Sherborne C o u d r a y , was moated , i s u n k n o w n . In 

1369-70 a l e a s e of the manor i n c l u d e d a m a i n t e n a n c e c l a u s e 

which ment ions a h a l l wi th c h a m b e r s , g r a n g e , g r a n a r y a n d 

c h a p e l . In 1400 the m a n o r i a l g a r d e n was n o t e d . W h e n 

Le land d e s c r i b e d the Vyne, which r e p l a c e d the moated s i t e 

c . 1520-25, he noted t h a t the old moated house h a d been n e i t h e r 

g r e a t nor sumptuous . This comment may t h o u g h h a v e been 

d e l i b e r a t e l y made i n o rde r to emphas ize the u n d o u b t e d sp l endour 

of the new r e s i d e n c e c o n s t r u c t e d by Lord S a n d y s . 

Manor ia l c h a p e l s a r e a l so known from the moated s i t e s of 

F r o b u r y , where a c h a p l a i n was p r e s e n t e d to t h e c h a p e l of 
LI 

St Thomas £ . 1300, Holdshot t , where the m a n o r i a l c h a p e l was 

r e p l a c e d by one a t Mat t ing ley be fo re the end of the f o u r t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y , a n d South C h a r f o r d . Here the p r i o r of t h e n e a r b y 

Breamore p r i o r y is s a i d to h a v e a s s e n t e d to t h e e r ec t ion of a 

c h a p e l , d e d i c a t e d in 1404.^^ At C r a n b o u r n e t h e r e was a 

c h a p e l in the f o u r t e e n t h and f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s , d e p e n d e n t on 

Wonston. 

The t r u e p o t e n t i a l complexi ty of a moated s i t e s ' deve lopment 

h a s been demons t r a t ed by the r ecen t s e r i e s of e x c a v a t i o n s a t 

Wickham; almost no documen ta ry sources c o n c e r n i n g the 

b u i l d i n g s of the manor h a v e been f o u n d . The f i r s t m a n o r i a l 

b u i l d i n g s were e rec ted by the de Port f ami ly i n t h e l a t e r 

t w e l f t h c e n t u r y . At the c e n t r e of the complex w a s an a i s l e d 

h a l l 20.5m. x 12.0m., wi th a t t a c h e d , n a r r o w e r , r a n g e s 

to the n o r t h a n d e a s t . All the b u i l d i n g s were i n i t i a l l y 

t i m b e r - f r a m e d , a l t h o u g h in the l a t e t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y the 

h a l l w a s r e b u i l t in s tone , i t s l e n g t h be ing r e d u c e d to 16.0m. 

At the same t ime a stone south c ro s swing was a d d e d , w i t h a 

f u r t h e r b u i l d i n g off t h i s . I t was a t t h i s time t h a t a moat was 

dug a r o u n d the complex a n d i t s y a r d s , enc los ing a t l e a s t 

1 .2 h a . 

The complex r ema ined in t h i s form u n t i l the mid s i x t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y , when the sou the rn r a n g e was removed a n d a ch imney 

s t ack b u i l t onto the h a l l . The k i t c h e n to the e a s t was s i m i l a r l y 

modern ized , a n d a s u b s t a n t i a l g a r d e r o b e p r o v i d e d . Th i s 
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b u i l d i n g in t u r n was s u p e r c e d e d by an e n t i r e l y new b r i ck 

house , p a r t l y o v e r l y i n g the moat , a p p a r e n t l y i n the mid 

s even t een th c e n t u r y . Between 1724 a n d 1764 f u r t h e r b r i ck 

r a n g e s were added to t h i s h o u s e . Demolition took p l a c e soon 

a f t e r 1835.^^ 

S u b s i d i a r y Enc losu res 

There a r e few i n s t a n c e s in the coun ty where e v i d e n c e for 

ou te r e n c l o s u r e s a s s o c i a t e d wi th moated s i t es c a n be seen . The 

ou te r cour t of Monk Sherborne p r i o r y h a s a l r e a d y been no ted , 

t h i s s t r e t c h i n g 200m. west from the p r e s e n t wes t w a l l of t h e 

c h u r c h , o r i g i n a l l y t h a t of the c r o s s i n g tower . I t widens from 

c . 50m at i t s wes te rn l imit to a n o r i g i n a l w id th of c . 150m a t 

i t s e a s t e r n e n d . The e x a c t cou r se of the d i t ch a l o n g the l a t t e r 

s ide of t h e e n c l o s u r e i s u n c l e a r , b u t if i t f o l l o w e d , a s seems 

l i k e l y , t he l i n e of a modern f i e l d b o u n d a r y d i t c h , the o v e r a l l 

l e n g t h of the cour t would h a v e been c . 300m., w i t h over 2 | h a . 

in a l l e n c l o s e d . 

The b e s t - p r e s e r v e d s u b s i d i a r y e n c l o s u r e s s u r r o u n d t h e moated 

s i t e , a t C l a p p e r ' s Farm, S i l c h e s t e r , which was p o s s i b l y a t some 

s t a g e a p a r k l o d g e . To the sou th of t h e moat l i e s a b a n k e d 

a n d d i t c h e d e n c l o s u r e , s l i g h t l y o f f se t from the moat i t s e l f , i t s 

e a s t a rm a p p a r e n t l y a b u t t i n g t h e f eede r d i t ch l e a d i n g t o w a r d s 

the n o r t h - e a s t e r n co rne r of the moat . This d i t c h in t u r n l e a d s 

off to form a second, d i t c h e d , enc losure to t h e n o r t h of t h e 

moat . These enc lo su re s a r e of 0 . 6 h a . and 0 . 3 h a . 

r e s p e c t i v e l y . To t h e west of t h e c e n t r e of the moat i s a b r e a k 

in the b a n k of one of the s u b s i d i a r y enc lo su re s , which p r o b a b l y 

r e p r e s e n t s t h e o r i g i n a l e n t r a n c e . 

At o the r s i t e s , such a s Wyefo rd ' s Fa rm, Pamber , a n d P a r s o n a g e 

Fa rm, F o r d i n g b r i d g e , t h e r e i s r a t h e r l e s s c o n c l u s i v e ev idence of 

s u b s i d i a r y e n c l o s u r e s . Nowhere, t h o u g h , does e i t h e r the 

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l or documenta ry ev idence o f f e r a n y i n d i c a t i o n of 
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t h e i r f u n c t i o n . Evidence from both moated a n d unmoa ted 

s i t e s e l s ewhere in the c o u n t r y would s u g g e s t , h o w e v e r , t h a t 

he re were c o n t a i n e d a n c i l l i a r y b u i l d i n g s , g e n e r a l l y of an 

a g r i c u l t u r a l , or in some c a s e s , i n d u s t r i a l n a t u r e , or k i t c h e n 

' % 
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g a r d e n s and o r c h a r d s . 

F i shponds 

Many s i t e s h a d f i s h p o n d s c lose ly a s s o c i a t e d w i t h them, in some 

c a s e s these be ing i n t e g r a t e d wi th the moat in a s i n g l e system 

of ponds a n d c h a n n e l s . This i s c l e a r l y seen , fo r i n s t a n c e 

a t Bushy Lease Fa rm, Romsey, a n d Har t l ey C o u r t , Ha r t l ey 

Wespal l . The l a r g e s t number of f i s h p o n d s known to h a v e been 

a s s o c i a t e d with a s i t e i s s i x , a t H a r w e l l : f i v e l a y a long the 

s t ream which feeds the moat , wi th the s ix th l y i n g to the no r th 

of the manor . A shor t pond l e a d i n g from the west arm of the 

moat in to the i n t e r i o r of the messuage i t se l f may h a v e been a 

b r e e d e r p o n d . ^ ^ The f i s h e r y a t Marwell was ment ioned in the 

1213 Pipe Roll of the Winchester b i s h o p r i c . L a t e r , in 1252, the 

dam of the g r e a t f i s h p o n d , p r o b a b l y F i s h e r ' s Pond , n o r t h of 

the s t r e a m , was r e p a i r e d , a n d a new dam was b u i l t fo r i t ten 
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y e a r s l a t e r . 

Such a l a r g e s e r i e s of ponds w a s , however , v e r y e x c e p t i o n a l , 

and c l e a r l y r e f l e c t s the s t a t u s of the e p i s c o p a l manor , a n d the 

need for l a r g e s u p p l i e s of f r e s h f i s h t h e r e . At Holbury th'ere 

were t h r e e p o n d s , and s e v e r a l s i t e s such a s S h e r b o r n e Coudray 

and B e a u r e p a i r e , h a v e ev idence of two l i nked p o n d s , a l t h o u g h 

a t the m a j o r i t y of s i t e s where t h e r e i s any ev idence of f i s h p o n d s 

i t i s fo r on ly one . All f i s h p o n d s a p p e a r to h a v e been of the 

s t a n d a r d r e c t a n g u l a r t y p e . 

Hunt ing Lodges 

A c l a s s of s i t e s which i s , in a p p e a r a n c e ve ry s i m i l a r to 
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moated s i t e s , i s t h e h u n t i n g l o d g e s of the New F o r e s t . 

In the l a t t e r t w e l f t h c e n t u r y , a n d u n t i l 1204, the p r i n c i p a l 

r o y a l lodge in the New Forest was a t Beau l i eu , in i t s s o u t h -

e a s t c o r n e r . In t h a t y e a r i t formed p a r t of t h e f o u n d a t i o n 

g r a n t of Beaul ieu a b b e y . From then u n t i l 1221, when i t was 

g iven to the a b b e s s of Romsey, a p r o p e r t y in or n e a r Romsey 

seems to h a v e been the c e n t r e of r o y a l a c t i v i t y in t h e f o r e s t . 

From the l a t t e r p a r t of the t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y u n t i l 1358 the 

fo re s t was g e n e r a l l y he ld in dower by the q u e e n , a n d h e n c e 

d i r ec t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y p a s s e d from the k i n g . A p p a r e n t l y , 
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L y n d h u r s t was the main fo re s t r e s i d e n c e . 

On the r e t u r n of the f o r e s t to the k i n g in 1358, Edward I I I 

immedia te ly o rde red the cons t ruc t i on of fou r l o d g e s , a t ' t h e 

P a r k ' ( L y n d h u r s t Old P a r k ) , H a t h e b u r g , S tud l ey a n d 

Helmstey. Al toge the r , £328 was spen t on t h e s e , a n d on work 

a t L y n d h u r s t , between November 1358 a n d Augus t 1361. Each 

of the lodges was b u i l t of t imber f r a m e a n d p l a s t e r , wi th a 

roof of Purbeck or Corn i sh s l a t e ; each had a k i t c h e n a n d was 

s u r r o u n d e d by a d i t c h . H a t h e b u r g , which c a n n o t be i d e n t i f i e d 

t o d a y , l a y wi th in L y n d h u r s t p a r k , a n d was e v i d e n t l y more 

s u b s t a n t i a l t h a n the o the r l o d g e s , cos t ing £140, a s opposed to 

the u s u a l £40. I t h a d a g r e a t g a t e a n d p o s t e r n , a g r e a t 

chamber for t h e k i n g , a c h a p e l , a n d a ' l ong h o u s e ' c o n t a i n i n g 

k i t c h e n , l a r d e r , g r a n a r y and s t a b l e s ; a new h a l l and o the r 

b u i l d i n g s were a d d e d be fo re 1365. As well a s a t t he 

e s t a b l i s h e d lodges , work was a l so done a t Hounsdown, a l t h o u g h 

t h i s cou ld be an a l t e r n a t i v e name for one of t h e lodges 

b u i l t in 1358. Another 'new l o d g e ' was ment ioned in 1387-90, 

d u r i n g a pe r iod of g e n e r a l l o d g e - r e f u r b i s h m e n t . 

The S tud ley of 1358 can be i d e n t i f i e d t oday on t h e g r o u n d , a n d 

the e x i s t e n c e of a ' h o u n s d o w n ' p l a c e - n a m e c lose to the 

e a r t h w o r k a t Church P l a c e , Denny Lodge, s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e s e 

s i t e s a r e one a n d t h e same . The e a r t h w o r k s a t t he se s i t e s , 

to which an h i s t o r i c a l i d e n t i t y can be f a i r l y c e r t a i n l y 

a s c r i b e d , a r e v e r y s i m i l a r to those of the C h u r c h y a r d , Hyde, 

and t h e second Church P lace s i t e a t Denny Lodge , a n d i t i s , 

t h e r e f o r e , l i k e l y t h a t t he se l a t t e r s i t e s a r e of a s i m i l a r d a t e 

a n d f u n c t i o n to the f o r m e r . 

One f u r t h e r e a r t h w o r k of t h i s t y p e c a n be l i n k e d to a known 

h i s t o r i c a l s i t e , t h i s be ing Q u e e n ' s Bower, in B r o c k e n h u r s t . 

When f i r s t ment ioned , in 1482, i t was c l e a r l y a l r e a d y an 

e s t a b l i s h e d s i t e , a n d i t s s i m i l a r i t y to t h e s i t e s of known 

f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y d a t e s u g g e s t s t h a t i t , too, may h a v e been 

c o n s t r u c t e d then . When mapped ( f i g . 4 . 2 ) , t h e r e i s c e r t a i n l y 

a v e r y r e g u l a r s p a c i n g v i s i b l e between the two Church P lace 

s i t e s , Q u e e n ' s Bower, a n d the C h u r c h y a r d , s t r e t c h i n g r o u g h l y 

e a s t - w e s t a c r o s s the c e n t r e of the New F o r e s t . These s i t e s 

commonly occupy p rominen t r i d g e - t o p s i t e s . 
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Although the p r o f i l e of the b a n k a n d d i t ch a r o u n d the enc losure 

a t Hyde i s s i m i l a r to those a r o u n d the s i te d i s c u s s e d a b o v e , 

the a r e a enclosed i s over fou r t imes l a r g e r . The Ordnance 

Survey s u g g e s t t h a t t h i s i s H a t h e b u r g , bu t t h i s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

i s c l e a r l y i nco r r ec t f o r , a s noted a b o v e , t h a t s i t e l a y in 

L y n d h u r s t p a r k , s e v e r a l miles to the s o u t h - e a s t of Hyde. I t 

i s p o s s i b l e Hyde was a lodge s i t e , b u t the New Fores t i s 

r i ch in p r o b l e m a t i c a l e a r t h w o r k s of many d a t e s . 

I t h a s been the poor p h y s i c a l q u a l i t y of the s o i l s of the New 

Fores t , a n d the a s s o c i a t e d l a c k of human s e t t l e m e n t , t h a t h a s 

led to the f r e q u e n t s u r v i v a l of a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s i t e s a s 

u p s t a n d i n g e a r t h w o r k s . Whilst h u n t i n g lodges a r e known to 

have e x i s t e d in o the r f o r e s t s in Hampshi re no e a r t h w o r k s 

of the t y p e d e s c r i b e d above from the New Fores t a r e known in 

t h e s e . Until f u r t h e r work i s done on r o y a l l o d g e s no more 

c a n be done t h a n to note the a p p e a r a n c e of a c l a s s of 

d i t ched a n d banked s q u a r e s i t e s in the New F o r e s t , a n d t h e i r 

absence from o ther Hampshire f o r e s t s . S u p e r f i c i a l l y , a t 

l e a s t t he se lodge s i t e s resemble moated ones , a l t h o u g h moats 

i n v a r i a b l y h a d wet d i t c h e s , a s opposed to the d r y ones of the 

h u n t i n g l o d g e s . 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

THE LODDON AREA: ARCHAEOLOGY AND EARLY HISTORY 

The Study Area ( f i g . 5 . 1 ) 

The e leven p a r i s h e s compr i s ing the s t u d y a r e a cover an a r e a 

some n ine miles n o r t h - s o u t h by e igh t miles e a s t - w e s t ( fou r t een 

a n d - a - h a l f by t h i r t e e n k i l o m e t r e s ) . The n o r t h e r n b o u n d a r y 

i s wha t w a s , in the med ieva l p e r i o d , the c o u n t y b o u n d a r y , 

Mortimer West End b e i n g a r e l a t i v e l y modern a d d i t i o n to 

Hampsh i r e . At the s o u t h e r n extreme l i e B a s i n g and B a s i n g s t o k e . 

In a l l , an a r e a of j u s t over 1%, s q u a r e miles (155 s q u a r e 

k i lomet res ) i s i n v o l v e d . 

The a r e a s t r a d d l e s the c e n t r a l p a r t of the r e g i o n known a s the 

Hampshire wood lands , on the sou the rn edge of t h e London B a s i n . 

The wood lands , in g e n e r a l , i s an a r e a of low r e l i e f , l y i n g 

between 61 and 106m. (200 a n d 350ft.) above o r d n a n c e d a t u m , 

some of t h e lowest g r o u n d of a l l , £.45m, (150 f t . ) be ing in the 

Loddon v a l l e y to the no r th of S t r a t f i e l d T u r g i s . The Loddon 

i s t h e ma jo r w a t e r c o u r s e in the s t u d y a r e a , f l o w i n g n o r t h - e a s t 

t o w a r d s the Thames . I t i s jo ined by s e v e r a l a f f l u e n t s , such as 

t h e Wey Brook; t he se u s u a l l y r i s e close to t h e edge of the 

C h a l k . From B a u g h u r s t a n d Pamber fo re s t t h e T i t t l e b o u r n e , or 

Foundry Brook, f eeds in to the River Kennet , w h i c h a l so 

r e c e i v e s f e e d e r s which r i s e on the edge of t h e C h a l k . O v e r a l l , 

s t r e a m s , d i t c h e s and d r a i n s form a r e c u r r i n g f e a t u r e of the 

s t u d y a r e a . 

Geo log ica l ly , t he a r e a s p a n s a r a n g e of f o r m a t i o n s . Runn ing 

from the c e n t r e of Monk She rborne to the c e n t r e of Bas ing 

p a r i s h i s t he n o r t h e r n b o u n d a r y of the C h a l k , on which v i r t u a l l y 

the whole of Bas ings toke p a r i s h l i e s . Then fo l lows the n a r r o w 

b a n d of Read ing Beds, u n d e r a mile w i d e . The r e s t of the 

a r e a i s covered by the y o u n g e r f o r m a t i o n s , l a r g e l y London C l a y , 

wi th Pamber a n d some of S i l ches t e r p a r i s h l y i n g on ou tc rops of 

the Bagshot Beds. There a r e a l so p a t c h e s of a l l u v i u m a r o u n d 

the w a t e r c o u r s e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y the Loddon. 
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The modern Land C l a s s i f i c a t i o n Map shows t h e g r e a t e r p a r t of 

the a r e a a s g r a d e t h r e e l a n d , a c o n t i n u a t i o n of the g r a d i n g 

which i t g ives to t h e c h a l k l a n d s . Before the i n t r o d u c t i o n of 

modern methods of f a r m i n g , t h o u g h , commenta tors viewed the 

woodlands with some d i s f a v o u r . Vancouver , w r i t i n g in the 

e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , s a i d they "May be s a i d to cons i s t of 

a tough, sour c l a y . The h e a t h and commons, i n t e r r u p t e d wi th 

p e a t a n d s a n d y bot toms, a f f o r d bu t i n d i f f e r e n t p a s t u r e on 
2 

s u b s t r a t a of g r a v e l , wet a n d poor s a n d y l o a m " . He a l so 

noted t h a t " the r aw damps e x h a l i n g from t h i s d i s t r i c t a r e 

supposed to p roduce r h e u m a t i s m s , a n d to be o t h e r w i s e 
3 

u n f r i e n d l y to the h e a l t h of the i n h a b i t a n t s " . I t was 

r e p u t e d l y a common s a y i n g , p r i o r to the mid n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y , t h a t " the Vyne was the l a s t p l a c e on e a r t h a n d 

B e a u r e p a i r e [both Sherborne S t . John p a r i s h ] w a s beyond i t " , 

a n d Horace Walpole is r e p o r t e d to h a v e exc l a imed t h a t " the 

Vyne must be a p p r o a c h e d on s t i l t s " 

E a r l y Set t lement Evidence 

(i) P r e - l r o n Age ( f i g . 5 . 2 ( i ) ) 

The e a r l i e s t f i n d s from the s t u d y a r e a a r e P a l e o l i t h i c , f ou r 

s i t e s in the p a r i s h e s of Bas ing a n d B a s i n g s t o k e h a v i n g 
5 

produced f l i n t s of t h i s d a t e . One of t he se s i t e s h a s a l so 

p roduced Mesoli thic m a t e r i a l . Neoli thic f l i n t s h a v e been 

found on s e v e r a l s i t e s in t he se p a r i s h e s , a s we l l a s in 

Bramley a n d S t r a t f i e l d Saye , the l a t t e r f i n d b e i n g of a 

po l i shed a x e h e a d . A long b a r r o w of Neoli thic d a t e l i e s in 

Bas ings toke p a r i s h . 

In te rms of known f i e l d monuments of a f u n e r a r y n a t u r e the 

Bronze Age i s b e t t e r r e p r e s e n t e d , a l t h o u g h t h i s need not imply 

a l a r g e r p o p u l a t i o n ; round b a r r o w s u s u a l l y r e p r e s e n t 

i n d i v i d u a l b u r i a l s , w h e r e a s Neoli thic long b a r r o w s a r e 

c o n v e n t i o n a l l y a r g u e d to h a v e ac ted a s a b u r i a l p l a c e fo r a 

whole communi ty , r e m a i n i n g in use over some c o n s i d e r a b l e 

t ime . In a l l , a t l e a s t 22 r o u n d b a r r o w s a r e known from t h e 

a r e a ; s o i l - s t r i p p i n g a t Cowdery 's Down ( B a s i n g s t o k e ) r e c e n t l y 

r e v e a l e d a g r o u p of f i ve r i n g d i t c h e s , which we l l d e m o n s t r a t e s 
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how smal l the known to t a l i s l i k e l y to be compared to the 

o r i g i n a l o n e . ^ Two c rouched b u r i a l s , found d u r i n g b u i l d i n g 

work , a r e a l so known from the a r e a , a n d a g a i n the most l i k e l y 

d a t e i s Bronze Age. The only f i n d s of t h i s p e r i o d from the nor th 

of t h e s t u d y a r e a a r e t h r e e b ronze a x e h e a d s : a ' b ronze 

p a l s t a v e ' from S t r a t f i e l d T u r g i s , a n d l a t e Bronze Age socketed 

and middle Bronze Age winged a x e h e a d s , both f rom P a m b e r . 

This s amp le , smal l a s i t i s , i s d i s t o r t e d by two b i a s e s . The 

f i r s t i s morpho log ica l , t h a t t he h e a v i e r soi ls n o r t h w a r d of 

Bas ing a n d Bas ings toke a r e more of ten g iven o v e r to p a s t u r e , 

r ough g r a z i n g or woodland t h a n a r e the l i g h t e r so i l s of those 

two p a r i s h e s . Hence cond i t i ons in the l a t t e r p a r i s h e s a r e 

more conduc ive to the r ecove ry of a r c h a e o l o g i c a l m a t e r i a l , whe ther 

t h r o u g h s u r f a c e f i n d s on a r a b l e l a n d or v i a a e r i a l p h o t o g r a p h y . 

Even when i t i s p loughed ' h e a v y ' soi l t e n d s to produce poorer 

q u a l i t y c r o p m a r k s t h a n does ' l i g h t ' so i l , o f ten only ma jo r 

f e a t u r e s a p p e a r i n g on the f o r m e r , such as l a r g e d i t c h e s , 

w h e r e a s s i t e s on Chalk or g r a v e l can of ten show v e r y minor , 

sha l low f e a t u r e s . The second b i a s i s t h a t the known sample 

i s not r andom, even with due a l lowance for t h i s l a t t e r f a c t o r . 

A l a r g e p a r t of the a v a i l a b l e d a t a were co l l ec ted by 

G.W.Wil l is , S .E.Winbol t a n d J . R . E l l a w a y , a l l w o r k i n g from 

Bas ings toke p r i o r to the g e n e r a l a d v e n t of motor i sed t r a n s p o r t . 

I t seems p r o b a b l e t h a t the g r e a t e r p a r t of t h e s e f i e l d w o r k e r s ' 

a c t i v i t y was conf ined to the Bas ings toke l o c a l e . F u r t h e r m o r e , 

the amount of u r b a n development a r o u n d the town t h i s c e n t u r y 

h a s p r o d u c e d a l a r g e number of c h a n c e f i n d s , many of which 
7 

were r eco rded by these w o r k e r s . 

Despite t h e s e r e s e r v a t i o n s , i t seems l i k e l y t h a t t h e o b s e r v e d 

d i s t r i b u t i o n , wi th the g e n e r a l d i v i s i o n between p r e h i s t o r i c 

a c t i v i t y on the l i g h t e r C h a l k - b a s e d soi l s bu t no t on the 

h e a v i e r c l a y - b a s e d soi l s of the n o r t h , r e f l e c t s t h e r e a l 

s i t u a t i o n . S tud ies in o the r p a r t s of the c o u n t r y , where the 

f i e ldwork h a s been i n t e n s i v e , a n d s y s t e m a t i c , h a v e g e n e r a l l y 

p roduced s i m i l a r r e s u l t s , wi th p r e h i s t o r i c se t t l ement r e f l e c t i n g 

a p r e f e r e n c e for more e a s i l y worked s o i l s . ^ However , wha t 

t h i s shou ld be. t a k e n to imply abou t the n a t u r e of the l a n d s c a p e , 

and the n a t u r e of l a n d - u s e in the Loddon a r e a , i t i s d i f f i c u l t 
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to s a y . P r o b a b l y , by the end of the Bronze Age, a t l e a s t , 

l a r g e t r a c t s of the c h a l k l a n d s were c l e a r e d a n d u n d e r 

r e g u l a r a r a b l e c u l t i v a t i o n . To wha t ex t en t t h e l a n d to the 

no r th remained u n e x p l o i t e d , a s u n c l e a r e d wood land a n d s c r u b , 

i s unknown; the f i n d s of a x e h e a d s in the ' w o o d l a n d ' zone 

may r e f l e c t a p roces s of c l e a r a n c e , bu t wi thou t f u r t h e r 

ev idence t h i s i s l i t t l e more t h a n s p e c u l a t i o n . Only f u t u r e 

e x c a v a t i o n , and in p a r t i c u l a r the co l lec t ion of p a l e o b o t a n i c 

s a m p l e s , wi l l a l low s u b s t a n t i a l a d v a n c e s to be made t o w a r d s 

a r e so lu t ion of t h i s p rob l em. 

( i i ) I ron Age a n d Roman ( f i g . 5 . 2 ( i i ) ) 

The Roman se t t lement of the Bas ings toke reg ion w a s the s u b j e c t 
g 

of a p a p e r by Applebaum. His s u r v e y a r e a o n l y ex t ended a s 

f a r no r th a s the edge of the London C l a y , a l t h o u g h i t d id 

cover a much l a r g e r p a r t of the Chalk t h a n does the p r e s e n t 

s t u d y . In h i s s t udy Applebaum d i v i d e d h i s m a t e r i a l 

c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y , r e v i e w i n g the ev idence fo r the 'Belgic. ' p e r i o d , 

t he f i r s t c e n t u r y , a n d so on, s e p a r a t e l y , a t t e m p t i n g to show 

d i f f e r e n t se t t lement d i s t r i b u t i o n s a t d i f f e r e n t t i m e s . 

Here no such d i v i s i o n s h a v e been made , a n d t h e f i g u r e shows 

a l l s i t e s or s t r a y f i n d s which c a n be a s s i g n e d to e i t h e r of the 

two p e r i o d s . The r e a s o n s for t h i s dec i s ion were twofo ld . F i r s t l y , 

A p p l e b a u m ' s d a t a were d r a w n almost e n t i r e l y f rom the co l l ec t ions 

of the Bas ings toke museum, a n d t h e r e i s no g u a r a n t e e t h a t t he 

m a t e r i a l from a n y g iven s i t e was r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . Only in 

r ecen t y e a r s h a s sys t ema t i c f i e l d w a l k i n g been deve loped in such 

a way a s to p r o v i d e the q u a l i t y of d a t a demanded by t h e 

concept of the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ample . Secondly , s ince t h e 

p u b l i c a t i o n of A p p l e b a u m ' s s t u d y , a number of s i t e s h a v e been 

found t h r o u g h the use of a e r i a l p h o t o g r a p h y . Many of t h e 

c rop or soi l marks of s i t e s a r e u n d i a g n o s t j c . a n d can on ly be 

s a i d to be I ron Age/Romano - B r i t i s h , a n d a p p a r e n t l y few h a v e 

been f i e l d w a l k e d to co l lec t d a t i n g m a t e r i a l . Moreover , w h i l s t 

Applebaum ' s t h e s i s was l a r g e l y t h a t of d i s c o n t i n u i t y and c h a n g e , 

such r ecen t work a s t h e r e h a s been in t h e a r e a h a s t e n d e d to 

show j u s t the oppos i t e , wi th s i t e s a p p a r e n t l y i n c o n t i n u o u s 

occupa t ion from the t h i r d c e n t u r y B.C. to the f o u r t h c e n t u r y 
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A.D. now be ing k n o w n . I n view of t h i s work i t would be 

h i g h l y d e s i r a b l e to r e - e x a m i n e those s i t e s whe re i t was e a r l i e r 

c la imed t h a t t h e r e was I ron Age or e a r l y Roman occupa t i on , 

and then d e s e r t i o n , wi th r e - o c c u p a t i o n in the t h i r d or f o u r t h 

c e n t u r i e s . 

In t e rms of how r e p r e s e n t a t i v e the obse rved s a m p l e i s , the 

conc lus ions r eached in the above sect ion ( P r e - I r o n Age) a r e 

b r o a d l y r e l e v a n t . There h a s , however , been a second focus 

of academic a c t i v i t y , a p a r t from Bas ings toke , a r o u n d 

S i l c h e s t e r . The bes t -known p a r t of the work i s t h e e x c a v a t i o n s 

wi th in the w a l l s t h e m s e l v e s , c a r r i e d oat be tween 1890 a n d 1909 

by W . H . S t . John Hope a n d h i s c o l l e a g u e s , wh i l s t in r ecen t 

y e a r s a t t e n t i o n h a s a l s o been focused on the o u t e r e a r t h w o r k s 

a n d the a m p h i t h e a t r e . ^ ^ 

Two n o d a l po in t s of e a r l y to m i d - I r o n Age se t t l emen t occur 

w i th in the s tudy a r e a , t he h i l l f o r t s of W i n k l e b u r y (Bas ings toke ) 

a n d Bullsdown (She r f i e ld on Loddon) . L i t t l e c a n be s a i d of 

the l a t t e r s i t e , a smal l u n i v a l l a t e e a r t h w o r k of some ten 

a c r e s ( four a n d - a - h a l f h e c t a r e s ) . I t s d a t e , l i k e t h a t of 

many of H a m p s h i r e ' s h i l l f o r t s , is u n c e r t a i n , a n d i t a w a i t s 

e x c a v a t i o n . I t s l a c k of e l a b o r a t i o n , a n d the p r o x i m i t y of 

C a l l e v a At reba tum, do s u g g e s t t hough t h a t i t s h o u l d be d a t e d 

to be fo re the l a t t e r c e n t u r y of the I ron Age. W i n k l e b u r y , 

c o v e r i n g some n ine teen a c r e s (seven a n d - a - h a l f h e c t a r e s ) , was 

a l so u n i v a l l a t e . E x c a v a t i o n s h a v e shown t h a t o c c u p a t i o n 

o c c u r r e d in two p h a s e s , a pe r iod of a b a n d o n m e n t p o s s i b l y 

d i v i d i n g them. The f i r s t p h a s e i s t h o u g h t to h a v e b e g u n in 

t h e s i x t h to f i f t h c e n t u r i e s B . C . , t he second, d u r i n g which t h e 

de fences were r e f u r b i s h e d , in the t h i r d c e n t u r y B.C. F i n a l 
12 

a b a n d o n m e n t took p l a c e sometime i n t h e f i r s t c e n t u r y B.C. 

One of the major themes of I ron Age s t u d i e s in r ecen t y e a r s 

h a s been the g rowing complexi ty of soc ia l o r g a n i z a t i o n in t h e 

l a t t e r p a r t of t h e f i r s t mi l lennium B . C . , a n d how t h i s i s 

r e f l e c t e d in the a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e c o r d . A movement which h a s 

r e c e i v e d p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n was t h a t t o w a r d s a more c e n t r a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n of soc ie ty , wi th mu l t i p l e r e g i o n a l c e n t r e s , t h e 

h i l l f o r t s , be ing r e p l a c e d by s i n g l e , l a r g e r o n e s , which c a n 
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sometimes be a s s o c i a t e d wi th g e o g r a p h i c a l l y d e f i n e d , or 

p o l i t i c a l l y known u n i t s . Such a c e n t r e was p e r h a p s C a l l e v a 

At reba tum, S i l c h e s t e r , s i t ed on a s p u r of P l a t e a u Grave l 

above the London C l a y s . Whilst i t s deve lopment in t h e l a t e 

I ron Age i s s t i l l the s u b j e c t of d e b a t e . Boon ' s c o n c l u s i o n s 
13 

on the ma t t e r c a n be p r o f i t a b l y s t a t e d . P e r i o d 1 i s seen a s 

l a s t i n g from c. 50 B.C. to t h e e x p u l s i o n of Tincommius c. 

5 A.D. In pe r iod 11, Ca l l eva a p p a r e n t l y became the ma jo r 

oppidum of the A t r e b a t e s , wi th co ins b e i n g min ted t h e r e by 

E p p i l l u s . In pe r iod I I I , s u b s e q u e n t to the C a t u v e l l a u n i a n 

e x p a n s i o n , C a l l e v a con t inued to f u n c t i o n a s a n o p p i d u m . I t 

i s wi th one of t h e l a t t e r two p h a s e s t h a t the m a s s i v e d y k e 

s e r i e s to the sou th i s to be a s s o c i a t e d . To w h a t e x t e n t t h e 

ro les t h a t Winklebury a n d Bul lsdown h a d f u l f i l l e d were 

subsumed b y Ca l l eva i s u n c l e a r ; c e r t a i n l y , t h e fo rmer s i t e 

a p p e a r s to h a v e been f i n a l l y a b a n d o n e d a t a b o u t the t ime 

t h a t ma jo r se t t lement i s f i r s t i n d i c a t e d a t C a l l e v a , a n d i t i s 

not improbab le t h a t a s i m i l a r ch rono logy would be f o u n d were 

Bullsdown e x c a v a t e d . 

Li t t le need be s a i d of the development of Roman S i l c h e s t e r , 

which ac t ed a s a n i m p o r t a n t r e g i o n a l c e n t r e t h r o u g h o u t t h e 

f i r s t to f ou r th c e n t u r i e s . I t s w a l l s a r e s t i l l u p s t a n d i n g 

t o d a y , a n d t h e above -men t ioned s e r i e s of e x c a v a t i o n s by Hope 

p roduced a g e n e r a l p l a n of a t l e a s t t he more s u b s t a n t i a l 

b u i l d i n g s . Roads r a d i a t e d to o t h e r ma jo r t owns , g i v i n g t h e 

a r e a a p rominence i t was not to en joy a g a i n . 

What i s l e s s c l e a r i s t h e ex ten t % , a n d m a n n e r in^ which the 

l oca l a r e a was e x p l o i t e d . Few s i t e s h a v e p r o d u c e d I ron Age 

m a t e r i a l in the a r e a s u r r o u n d i n g C a l l e v a , a n d t h e same 

absence of d a t a i s e q u a l l y t r u e of Roman s i t e s a r o u n d 

S i l c h e s t e r . O v e r a l l , t h e r e was a c l e a r a v o i d a n c e of t h e 

c l a y l a n d s by s e t t l e m e n t s . Pos s ib ly t h e r e was not a l a r g e 

r e s i d e n t p o p u l a t i o n a t the opp idum, which may h a v e s e r v e d 

more a s a p o l i t i c a l c e n t r e , wi th m a r k e t a n d r e d i s t r i b u t i v e 

f u n c t i o n s . C e r t a i n l y , goods from the con t inen t were r e a c h i n g 

t h e r e . A l t e r n a t i v e l y , i t c a n be p o s t u l a t e d t h a t such a r a b l e 

l a n d a s t h e r e w a s in the a r e a was exp lo i t ed d i r e c t l y by 

f a r m e r s r e s i d e n t w i t h i n t h e o p p i d u m , or t h a t t h e economy w a s 



l a r g e l y p a s t o r a l , t he h e r d s , when away from t h e cen t r e 

I t s e l f , be ing con t ro l l ed by a smal l number of i t i n e r a n t 

h e r d s m e n . I n d i r e c t l y , ev idence p o i n t s to bo th open c o u n t r y 

a n d woodland be ing p r e s e n t c lose to Ca l l eva A t r e b a t u m . The 

name i t se l f i s i n d i c a t i v e t h a t a l a r g e p a r t of t h e s u r r o u n d i n g 

c o u n t r y s i d e was s t i l l u n c l e a r e d f o r e s t a t t he t ime t h e oppodum 

was e s t a b l i s h e d , i t be ing unde r s tood to mean ' t h e woodland 
15 

town of the A t r e b a t e s ' . Conve r se ly , t h e d y k e s to t h e south , 

c o n t r o l l i n g the a p p r o a c h to the p romonto ry , a r e c o n v e n t i o n a l l y 

a r g u e d to be i n d i c a t i v e of open c o u n t r y . 

The on ly e n v i r o n m e n t a l samples ye t p u b l i s h e d from an I ron Age 

s i t e in t h e s t u d y a r e a come from Wink l ebu ry , where the s n a i l 

ev idence s u g g e s t e d t h a t both open Cha lk d o w n l a n d wi th long 

g r a s s , a n d s h a d e d , or wood land , h a b i t a t s w e r e p r e s e n t . 

Boon h a s commented on the most d i s t i n c t i v e f e a t u r e of the 

Roman se t t lement p a t t e r n in the S i l ches t e r a r e a , t h i s b e i n g t h e 

smal l number of occupa t ion s i t e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y those of v i l l a 
17 

s t a t u s , which a r e known. He h a s s u g g e s t e d t h a t the l a n d was 

f a r m e d d i r e c t l y from the town, p o i n t i n g out t h a t s e v e r a l of the 

t o w n ' s houses h a v e l a r g e y a r d s a n d o u t b u i l d i n g s s u i t a b l e f o r 

a g r i c u l t u r a l u s e , a n d t h e i n c i d e n c e of f i n d s w i t h an a g r a r i a n 

f u n c t i o n . Aer i a l p h o t o g r a p h y h a s c e r t a i n l y shown t h a t f i e l d s 

d id a b u t the wes t e rn p a r t of the town, a n d Boon h a s a r g u e d 

fo r a c u l t i v a t e d zone a mile (1 .5 k i lomet res ) w ide a r o u n d t h e 
19 

town. 

There i s , however , a d i s t a n c e of between f o u r a n d f i v e a n d - a -

ha l f miles ( s ix a n d e i g h t k i lomet res ) between S i l c h e s t e r a n d 

t h e dense ly occupied Cha lk to t h e sou th a lmost devoid of 

s e t t l emen t , a n d even mak ing due a l l owance f o r a zone of 

a r a b l e c u l t i v a t i o n s t r e t c h i n g n o r t h from the C h a l k for a 

s i m i l a r d i s t a n c e to t h a t p roposed to t h e sou th of S i l c h e s t e r , t h i s 

s t i l l l e a v e s a two to t h r e e a n d - a - h a l f mile ( t h r e e to f i v e a n d - a -

ha l f k i lomet res ) wide zone of l a n d be tween t h e two where i t 

seems u n l i k e l y t h a t t h e r e was a s i g n i f i c a n t amount of a r a b l e 

c u l t i v a t i o n . This l a n d would , n e v e r t h e l e s s , h a v e been of 

c o n s i d e r a b l e v a l u e a s a n economic r e s o u r c e . S u b s t a n t i a l amoun t s 
20 

of wood, t imber a n d underwood would h a v e b e e n in c o n s t a n t 



demand from the town a s b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l a n d f u e l . I n d u s t r i a l 

s i t e s in a n d a r o u n d t h e town, such a s the t i l e works to t h e 
21 

s o u t h - w e s t , would a l so h a v e c r e a t e d a demand for f u e l . In 

such c i r c u m s t a n c e s , i t seems almost c e r t a i n t h a t the woodland 

was in many c a s e s managed in a coppice sy s t em, a n d i t i s not 

i m p r o b a b l e t h a t such a regime was a l r e a d y i n e x i s t e n c e in the 

I ron Age, p r o v i d i n g s u p p l i e s of t h i s m a t e r i a l f o r t h e opp idum. 

The p a s t u r e a n d meadow l a n d was a l s o p r o b a b l y u t i l i z e d to t h e 

f u l l ; t h e S i l ches t e r e x c a v a t i o n s found e v i d e n c e of t h e b u t c h e r y 
of l a r g e numbers of c a t t l e , a p p a r e n t l y for u s e i n the t a n n i n g 

22 

i n d u s t r y t h e r e . It i s p e r h a p s s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t wh i l s t t h e r e 

i s a l so e v i d e n c e for t h e common a v a i l a b i l i t y of p i g s a n d d e e r , 

both of which c a n be e a s i l y exp lo i t ed in a w o o d l a n d env i ronmen t , 

l i t t l e ev idence was found of s h e e p , u s u a l l y k e p t on open 

p a s t u r e . 

On the l i g h t e r so i l s , to the sou th of t h e wood land a n d p a s t u r e 

zone, t he number of o c c u p a t i o n s i t e s i s h i g h . Without r e l i a b l e 

d a t i n g ev idence from each s i t e , a n d some i n t e n s i v e a r e a s u r v e y s 

to check whe the r the o b s e r v e d d i s t r i b u t i o n of s i t e s a p p r o x i m a t e s 

to t h e r e a l one , s t a t emen t s abou t the d e n s i t y of occupa t i on to 

which a n y v a l i d i t y can be a t t a c h e d canno t be made . All t h a t 

c a n be s a i d a t t he moment i s t h a t , t a k i n g a l l s i t e s wi th e v i d e n c e 

of occupa t ion a t some s t a g e in the I ron Age o r Roman p e r i o d s , 

t he d e n s i t y i s a p p r o x i m a t e l y one s i t e p e r s q u a r e mile (two a n d -

a - h a l f s q u a r e k i l o m e t r e s ) . The e v i d e n c e i n d i c a t e s t h a t s i t e s of 

d i f f e r i n g l e v e l s of s t a t u s a r e p r e s e n t , up to v i l l a s , h y p o c a u s t 

t i l e s , t e s s e r a e , p a i n t e d w a l l p l a s t e r a n d o the r h i g h q u a l i t y b u i l d i n g 

m a t e r i a l s he re be ing t a k e n a s i n d i c a t i v e of t h i s s t a t u s . A 

g r e a t e r b i a s t o w a r d s a r a b l e a n d a r a b l e / s h e e p f a r m i n g t h a n was 

the c a s e a r o u n d S i l ches t e r would be e x p e c t e d , a n d t h e a b s e n c e 

of s i t e s in the ext reme south of t h e s t u d y a r e a co inc ide s wi th the 

r i s e in g r o u n d l eve l up onto wha t was to be d o w n l a n d in t h e 

med ieva l p e r i o d . 

A l i n e of e a s t - w e s t communicat ion between t h e s e s e t t l emen t s i s 

l i k e l y to h a v e e x i s t e d , a n d i t i s p r o b a b l e t h a t t h e r o a d t o d a y 

known a s Pack Lane , which was c e r t a i n l y in u s e in the Saxon 

p e r i o d , was a l r e a d y f u n c t i o n i n g . There i s , h o w e v e r , no p o s i t i v e 

ev idence fo r t h i s , and a c c o r d i n g l y i t does not a p p e a r on the 
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f i g u r e . 

( i i i ) The Saxon Per iod ( f i g . 5 . 2 ( i i i ) ) 

A c e r t a i n amount of ev idence h a s been found to s u p p o r t t he 

con ten t ion t h a t S i l ches t e r con t i nued to f u n c t i o n a s a se t t l ement 

well into t he f i f t h c e n t u r y . 0 ' N e i l po in t ed out t h a t a h i g h 

p ropor t ion of the co ins found a t S i l ches t e r cou ld be d a t e d to 

388-95, a n d t h a t many of t he se were wel l worn , i n d i c a t i n g 

t h e c o n t i n u a n c e of a mone ta ry economy for p e r h a p s s e v e r a l 
23 

decades in the f i f t h c e n t u r y . F r a g m e n t s of g l a s s b e a d s a n d 

v e s s e l s of t h e l a t e s t Roman t y p e s h a v e a l so been found , a s 
2/ 

well a s c e r t a i n i tems wi th w e s t e r n , Ce l t i c , a f f i n i t i e s . P o s s i b l y 

a l so of f i f t h c e n t u r y d a t e , a l t h o u g h a seven th c e n t u r y d a t e 

or l a t e r h a s a l so been p r o p o s e d , i s t h e Ogham s tone from 

i n s u l a IX, t h i s be ing the most e a s t e r l y example known of a n 
25 

i n s c r i p t i o n in t h i s a l p h a b e t . F u r t h e r e v i d e n c e t h a t a 

Br i t i sh e n c l a v e may h a v e s u r v i v e d in a n d a r o u n d S i l c h e s t e r , 

u n t i l p e r h a p s the mid s i x t h c e n t u r y , when t h e n e x t ma jo r 

p h a s e of Saxon e x p a n s i o n o c c u r r e d , i s t he l a c k of Saxon m a t e r i a l 

which c a n be a s s i g n e d to a d a t e be fo r e t h i s . Th i s is so a s f a r 

no r th a s Dorches t e r . The s u r v i v a l of the s u p p o s e d l y ' B r i t i s h ' 

names of 'Loddon ' a n d ' P a m b e r ' may a l s o be s i g n i f i c a n t . I t 

h a s been a r g u e d t h a t C a r c e l , a t which l a n d w a s ment ioned in 

t h e wi l l of e a l d o r m a n Aethelwold (946 x 947), s h o u l d be e q u a t e d 

with t h e modern S i l c h e s t e r , on t h e b a s i s t h a t C a e r - c e l l i s a 

quas i -Welsh r e n d e r i n g of C a l l e v a . ^ ^ 

Evidence of t h e e v e n t u a l a p p e a r a n c e of Saxons , o r Saxon f a s h i o n s 

i n the a r e a , i s v e r y l i m i t e d . Archaeo log ica l f i n d s a r e l im i t ed 

to a s i n g l e s p e a r h e a d , a n d a g r o u p of p o s s i b l y Saxon 

i n h u m a t i o n s from Bas ings toke p a r i s h , a long wi th t h e r e c e n t l y 
27 

e x c a v a t e d se t t l ement s i te on C o w d e r y ' s Down. Th is p r o v e d 

to be a t h r e e - p h a s e n u c l e a t e d se t t l emen t , h a l l - t y p e b u i l d i n g s 

a p p e a r i n g in each in a s s o c i a t i o n wi th f enced e n c l o s u r e s . As ye t 

on ly a mid-Saxon d a t e c a n be s u g g e s t e d . The t i t h i n g name 

' C h i n e h a m ' , one of 35 examples of the - h a m s u f f i x in t h e c o u n t y , 

may be f u r t h e r ev idence of e a r l y to mid-Saxon o c c u p a t i o n . As 

i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of t h i s name- form t h e t i t h i n g l i e s in t h e v i c i n i t y 



131 

of a Roman r o a d , in t h i s c a s e t h a t from S i l c h e s t e r to Winches ter , 

which p a s s e s a p p r o x i m a t e l y a mile to the e a s t . 

Some 360 or so a u t h e n t i c Saxon l a n d c h a r t e r s s u r v i v e fo r 

Hampshi re and the I s l e of Wight a n d s ix of t h e s e concern 

e s t a t e s i n , or a b u t t i n g on , t he s t u d y a r e a . One of the most 

d e t a i l e d d a t e s from 945, a n d i s a g r a n t by King Edmund to 

Aethelnoth , h i s p r e s b y t e r , of p r o p e r t y i n c l u d i n g ' a c e r t a i n 

monas t i c p r o p e r t y a t Bas ing c a l l e d Cynn iges Hors Croh t , 

( k i n g ' s horse c r o f t ) , a n d two h i d e s wi th t h e wood on Acrycge 

( O a k r i d g e ) p e r t a i n i n g t h e r e t o , in the p l a c e w h i c h i s c a l l e d 
28 

Licepyt ( L y c h p i t ) . These s i t e s a r e a l l c lose to Chineham 

t i t h i n g , a n d t h e e x c a v a t e d C o w d e r y ' s Down s e t t l e m e n t , a n d i t i s a 

r e a s o n a b l e p remise t h a t t h e r e was some form of se t t l emen t focus 

in the immedia te a r e a in the mid to l a t e - S a x o n p e r i o d . Both 
29 

Bas ing a n d Bas ings toke a p p e a r in o the r t e n t h - c e n t u r y c h a r t e r s , 

a n d t h e stoc element in the l a t t e r p l acename i s g e n e r a l l y t a k e n 

a s ev idence t h a t i t was the l a t e r or s u b o r d i n a t e se t t l ement of the 

two. Bas ing f u r t h e r a p p e a r s in the Anglo-Saxon Chron ic le u n d e r 

t h e y e a r 871,^^ and A s s e r ' s Life of King A l f r e d , a s the s i t e 

of a Danish v i c t o r y . 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t to make p o s i t i v e s t a t emen t s a b o u t t h e n a t u r e of the 

Saxon l a n d s c a p e from the br ie f ment ions of c e r t a i n e s t a t e s in the 

c h a r t e r s , a s i t i s to de te rmine to wha t ex t en t t h e s e e s t a t e s were 

t h e p r e d e c e s s o r s of those l i s t e d in Domesday. The o n l y d e t a i l e d 

bounds a t t a c h e d to a c h a r t e r which impinge on t h e s t u d y a r e a 

a r e those of a g r a n t of 990, by King Aethe l red to A e t h e l w a r d , 
32 

h i s m i n i s t e r , of f i f t e e n h i d e s a t Wudatun (Wootton St . L a w r e n c e ) . 

Th i s , t o d a y , i s a p a r i s h immedia te ly to the wes t of t h e p a r i s h e s 

of Monk She rborne a n d B a s i n g . At i t s s o u t h e r n e d g e the t e n t h -
c e n t u r y e s t a t e a p p a r e n t l y ex t ended f u r t h e r sou th t h a n d i d t h e p o s t -

33 

med ieva l p a r i s h . However, two po in t s p e r t a i n i n g to t h e e a s t e r n 

b o u n d a r y i n d i c a t e t h a t h e r e t h e e s t a t e a n d p a r i s h b o u n d a r i e s 

fol lowed the same l i n e . Wi th igford i s t h e modern Wyeford, in the 

ext reme sou th -wes t of Pamber p a r i s h , a b u t t i n g Wootton St . Lawrence , 

a n d Wrefet , a p p a r e n t l y a s c r i b a l e r r o r for P r e f e t , i s t he modern 

P r i v e t , a t the meeting p l a c e s of the p a r i s h e s of Monk S h e r b o r n e , 

She rbo rne St . John a n d Wootton St. Lawrence . Hence, a t l e a s t t he 
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c e n t r a l po r t i on of t h e wes t e rn b o u n d a r y of the s t u d y a r e a w a s 

e s t a b l i s h e d a s a t e r r i t o r i a l d i v i s i o n by t h e l a t e r t e n t h c e n t u r y . 

The s e p a r a t e e x i s t e n c e of t h e Bas ing a n d B a s i n g s t o k e se t t l emen t s 

by t h i s d a t e h a s a l r e a d y been a l l u d e d t o , a l t h o u g h t h e 

e x i s t e n c e of two n u c l e a t e d se t t l emen t s need not i m p l y t h a t t h e 

o r i g i n a l e s t a t e h a d ye t been d i v i d e d . More c o n t e n t i o u s i s t h e 

d a t e of the s o u t h e r n b o u n d a r y of S i l ches t e r p a r i s h w h i c h , w i th 

t h e n o r t h e r n b o u n d a r y of Mortimer West End , e n c i r c l e s t h e w a l l e d 

town of S i l c h e s t e r , a n d h a s been a r g u e d to be of Roman d a t e . 

This w a s p roposed by Biddle in h i s p a p e r ' H a m p s h i r e a n d t h e 

Or ig ins of Wessex ' , a l t h o u g h t h e a r g u m e n t lost some of i t s 

s t r e n g t h when Gel l ing po in t ed out t h a t t h e i n c l u s i o n of Mortimer 

West End in Hampshi re i s a r ecen t deve lopment , p o s t - d a t i n g t h e 
O / 

f i r s t ed i t i on of t h e Ordnance Survey m a p s . However , t h e 

a c t u a l l a n d - u n i t of Mortimer West End w a s in e x i s t e n c e a s a 

t i t h i n g p r i o r to t h i s b o u n d a r y c h a n g e , a n d i t s u l t i m a t e o r i g i n s 

a r e u n k n o w n . T h e r e f o r e , t h e m a j o r p r e m i s e of B i d d l e ' s a r g u m e n t 

r e m a i n s , t h a t t h e two p a r i s h e s t o g e t h e r form a u n i t which i s , in 

i t s s h a p e , anomalous when compared to t h e o t h e r p a r i s h e s i n t h e 

s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a , a n d t h a t t h i s u n i t h a s a n o b v i o u s s p a t i a l 

conco rdance wi th t h e w a l l e d town of S i l c h e s t e r . A po in t t h a t h a s 

not p r e v i o u s l y been made i s t h a t t h e S i l ches t e r p a r i s h b o u n d a r y 

c lose ly fol lows t h e l i n e of t h e S i l c h e s t e r b rook , wh ich f lows a b o u t 

h a l f - a - m i l e to i t s n o r t h . I t was t h e S i l ches t e r b rook w h i c h , 
35 

Boon a r g u e d , may h a v e m a r k e d t h e s o u t h e r n l imi t of t h e a r a b l e 

l a n d worked by c u l t i v a t o r s r e s i d e n t i n t h e Roman town of 

S i l c h e s t e r . The p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t t h e r e i s a d i r e c t c o r r e s p o n d e n c e 

between the se two p o i n t s d e s e r v e s f u r t h e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n in t h e 

f u t u r e . 

To wha t ex t en t t h e r o a d s a s s o c i a t e d wi th S i l c h e s t e r i n t h e Roman 

pe r iod c o n t i n u e d to ac t a s r o u t e w a y s i n t h e Saxon p e r i o d w a s 

a p p a r e n t l y v a r i a b l e . Today , some s u r v i v e i n l o n g , u n b r o k e n 

s t r e t c h e s , l i k e t h e ' D e v i l ' s H ighway ' ( t he London r o a d ) , wh ich 

m a r k s t h e n o r t h e r n b o u n d a r y of the coun ty a n d t h e s t u d y a r e a . 

The impor t ance of t h i s r o u t e in t h e l a t e - S a x o n p e r i o d i s r e f l e c t e d 

by the no t ice of a b r i d g e on i t s l i n e , a t S t r a t f i e l d , in a g r a n t 

of 1053x66 by King Edward to Westminster a b b e y of h i s e s t a t e 

a t E v e r s l e y . ^ ^ The name ' S t r a t f i e l d ' i s i t s e l f e v i d e n c e of t h e 
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r o a d ' s r e c o g n i t i o n in the Saxon p e r i o d . Gel l ing t r a n s l a t e d i t 
37 

as ' open l a n d by t he Roman r o a d ' . 

There i s some ev idence to s u g g e s t t h a t t he r o a d s l e a d i n g sou th 

from S i l c h e s t e r , to Sarum, Winches ter a n d C h i c h e s t e r , were s t i l l 

in use a s u n b r o k e n , long d i s t a n c e r o u t e s , a t l e a s t a s l a t e a s t h e 

p h a s e of Saxon e x p a n s i o n a n d se t t l ement in H a m p s h i r e . The 

ev idence fo r t h i s i s t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n of p l a c e n a m e s wi th t h e 

element - h a m a s s u f f i x , t h i s c u r r e n t l y b e i n g a r g u e d by p l a c e -

name s c h o l a r s to be t h e e a r l i e s t of the Saxon p l a c e - n a m e 
no 

s u f f i x e s . The d i s t r i b u t i o n i n Hampshi re e m p h a s i z e s the 

v a l i d i t y of C o x ' s o b s e r v a t i o n s on t h e Mid lands a n d Eas t A n g l i a , 
t h a t names wi th t h i s element a r e "a lmost w i thou t excep t ion s i t ed 

39 

not more t h a n t h r e e miles f rom a Roman r o a d " . The loca t ion of 

Chineham h a s a l r e a d y been n o t e d . 

By the l a t e - S a x o n p e r i o d i t would a p p e a r p r o b a b l e t h a t t h e s e 

r o a d s no l o n g e r s u r v i v e d a s u n b r o k e n communica t ion r o u t e s , f o r 

t h e y do not a p p e a r a s b o u n d a r i e s when the se w e r e f i r s t w r i t t e n 

down, u s u a l l y in t h e t e n t h c e n t u r y . C e r t a i n l y , b y t h e t h i r t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y , from which p e r i o d w r i t t e n r e c o r d s b e g i n to s u r v i v e i n 

some n u m b e r , on ly sho r t s t r e t c h e s r e m a i n e d in u s e a s r o a d s . In 

B e r k s h i r e , Gel l ing h a s no ted a s i m i l a r d i s r e g a r d of Roman r o a d s 

by p a r i s h , a n d hence in most c a s e s , l a t e Saxon e s t a t e b o u n d a r i e s * 

a n d h a s commentated on how anomalous t h e ' D e v i l ' s H ighway ' i s 

in the l e n g t h of i t s s u r v i v a l . I n Hampshi re , t h e c h a r t e r ev idence 

s u g g e s t s t h a t t he r o a d s from S i l ches t e r to Sarum a n d Winchester 

were of g r e a t e r impor t ance , j u d g e d in t e rms of t h e e x t e n t to 

which t h e y s u r v i v e d , t h a n was t h e r o a d to C h i c h e s t e r , a l t h o u g h 

t h e r e i s not s u f f i c i e n t c h a r t e r - e v i d e n c e to al low much we igh t to 

be a t t a c h e d to t h i s s t a t e m e n t . One long d i s t a n c e rou t e which 

c ros se s t h e s t u d y a r e a i s f i r s t p o s i t i v e l y i d e n t i f i e d a t t h i s t ime, 

a l t h o u g h i t was suggested^ above^ that an e a s t - w e s t r o a d w a s 

l i k e l y to h a v e been in e x i s t e n c e on something l i k e t h e same l i n e 

by the Roman p e r i o d . This r o a d i s t h a t known l o c a l l y a s Pack 

Lane , a lmost c e r t a i n l y the Herepa th of the Wootton St . Lawrence 

c h a r t e r of 990, which a l so a p p e a r s to t h e e a s t in c h a r t e r s 

c o n c e r n i n g Long Sutton a n d C r o n d a l l . ^ ^ 
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The Domesday Evidence ( F i g . 5 . 3 ) 

In a l l , D o m e s d a y l i s t s seven teen e s t a t e s in the s t u d y a r e a u n d e r 

t h i r t e e n p l a c e - h e a d i n g s , t h e r e b e i n g p a r t s of t h r e e h u n d r e d s 
/ 2 

i n v o l v e d . It is c l e a r t h a t by 1066 the ma jo r med ieva l t e n u r i a l 

o u t l i n e s of the Loddon a r e a were f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d . Two med ieva l 

p a r i s h e s were , however , not g iven s e p a r a t e l i s t i n g s in Domesday. 

S h e r f i e l d on Loddon was p a r t of t h e r o y a l manor of Odiham in 

1086, a n d was to r ema in wi th the Crown u n t i l 1167-8. Where 

Pamber was l i s t e d , if a t a l l , i s more of a p r o b l e m . In 1260, 

i t was c o n s i d e r e d a s p a r t of Bas ings toke h u n d r e d , b u t in t h e 

f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y i t was e v i d e n t l y cons ide red a s p a r t of t h e 

h u n d r e d of Bar ton S tacey , which was made up of s e v e r a l d e t a c h e d 
/ O 

p o r t i o n s . If i t was e x c l u d e d from l i s t i n g in 1086, r a t h e r t h a n 

be ing i n c o r p o r a t e d u n d e r a n o t h e r h e a d i n g , t h i s may be b e c a u s e 

i t was a l r e a d y cons ide red r o y a l f o r e s t . With t h e excep t ion of 

t h e s e p a r a t e New Fores t s ec t i on , t h e r e c o r d i n g of f o r e s t in 

Hampshi re in Domesday a p p e a r s to be c a s u a l a n d incomple te , a n d 

a l t h o u g h t h e r e a r e i n d i c a t i o n s of the e x i s t e n c e of the o the r med ieva l 

r o y a l f o r e s t s t hey were not ment ioned by name . F inn noted the 

p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t r o y a l f o r e s t s w e r e , in g e n e r a l , i g n o r e d or only 

p a r t l y r e c o r d e d in 1086, a s t hey were u n d e r t h e j u r i s d i c t i o n of 

an o f f i c i a l o the r t h a n t h e s h e r i f f 

( i ) Woodland ( F i g . 5 - 4 ( i i i ) ) 

I t was noted J above ^ tha t in the two m i l l e n n i a o r so p r i o r to 1086 

t h e e v i d e n c e s u g g e s t s t h a t a c o n s i d e r a b l e p a r t of a t l e a s t t he 

n o r t h e r n s i x miles of t h e s t u d y a r e a r e m a i n e d l a r g e ! y u n s e t t l e d , 

a n d p r o b a b l y wooded. The p a u c i t y of r e f e r e n c e s to woodland in 

the Saxon c h a r t e r s does not al low l a t e Saxon c l e a r a n c e , if a n y , 

to be moni to red , a n d on ly t h e wood on O a k r i d g e (Bas ings toke ) i s 
/ ̂  

s p e c i f i c a l l y ment ioned . 

The woodland in t h i s a r e a a p p e a r s in Domesday u n d e r the fo rmu la 

' t h e r e i s woodland wor th x s w i n e ' , the s o - c a l l e d swine r e n d e r , 

which w a s the normal method of a s se s smen t in t h e coun t i e s sou th 

of the Thames . Whilst Rackham h a s noted t h a t i n the Weald 

t he se swine r e n t s a r e p a r t of a complex economy, wi th d e t a c h e d 

- d e n n s e t t l e m e n t s , t h e r e i s no ev idence to s u g g e s t t h a t t h e woods 
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r eco rded in the Loddon a r e a l a y a n y w h e r e o t h e r t h a n on the 

e s t a t e s u n d e r which they a r e n o t e d . I t i s p o s s i b l e t hough 

t h a t the r e n t s noted were a n c i e n t and c u s t o m a r y , a n d hence not 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the r e l a t i v e amounts of wood land on the 
LI 

Domesday e s t a t e s . This must be born in mind when 

c o n s i d e r i n g the fo l lowing c o n c l u s i o n s . 

Re la t ive compar i sons a r e a l l t h a t c a n be made , a s i t i s imposs ib le 

to e q u a t e the swine r e n t s of 1086 wi th t h e modern a c r e a g e s . In 

t e rms of a s s e s s i n g the ex t en t of woodland s t i l l s t a n d i n g in t h e 

l a t e e l e v e n t h c e n t u r y , t he omission of Pamber a s a n i n d e p e n d e n t 

u n i t i s u n f o r t u n a t e a s t h i s was the h e a r t of t h e r o y a l f o r e s t , a n d , 

if t h e med ieva l documen ta ry ev idence a n d the e a r l i e s t c a r t o g r a p h i c 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s a r e a n y g u i d e , w a s l i k e l y to h a v e been t h e most 

h e a v i l y wooded of the s t u d y a r e a ' s p a r i s h e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e 

med ieva l p e r i o d . In She r f i e ld on Loddon, on t h e o t h e r h a n d , v e r y 

l i t t l e wood s u r v i v e d in to t h e p o s t - m e d i e v a l p e r i o d , a n d t h e r e a r e 

few medieva l r e f e r e n c e s to i t ; i t was p e r h a p s l a r g e l y c l e a r e d by 

t h e t ime of Domesday. The o the r c a s e where w o o d l a n d was not 

r e c o r d e d in Domesday i s She rborne St . John^which was c e r t a i n l y 

v e r y wel l -wooded in the t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . No r e a s o n c a n be 

s u g g e s t e d for the f a i l u r e to s t a t e the swine r e n t due from t h e 

p a r i s h , o the r t h a n a s c r i b a l omiss ion , u n l e s s t h e n o r t h e r n , wooded, 

ha l f of the p a r i s h w a s , wi th the whole of P a m b e r , a l r e a d y r o y a l 

f o r e s t , a n d hence ou t s i de the conce rn of t he Domesday i n q u i s i t o r s . 

The l a r g e s t r e co rded swine r e n d e r s were 100 f o r S t r a t f i e l d S a y , 80 

fo r Bramley a n d 100 for t h e two S i l ches t e r v i l l s . 

When t h e swine r e n d e r s of 1086 a r e compared w i t h t h e wood land 

a c r e a g e s r eco rded in 1905 by the Board of A g r i c u l t u r e ^ ^ t h e r e i s 

a g e n e r a l l a c k of c o r r e s p o n d e n c e in the r e l a t i v e amounts of 

woodland l i s t e d . This may wel l be due to the i n t e r v e n i n g 

c e n t u r i e s of l a n d s c a p e c h a n g e , b u t even so one might h a v e 

expec t ed fewer d i s c r e p a n c i e s in the r e l a t i v e f i g u r e s t h a n a r e 

a p p a r e n t h e r e . As wi th so many med ieva l ' s t a t i s t i c s ' t he p i c t u r e 

g i v e n by Domesday shou ld be t a k e n as no more t h a n a r o u g h 

a n d incomplete g u i d e to t h e l a t e e l e v e n t h - c e n t u r y l a n d s c a p e . 

With t h i s in mind , wha t i s most s t r i k i n g i s t h e c l e a r d icho tomy, 

s u g g e s t e d p r e v i o u s l y from i n d i r e c t ev idence , be tween t h e l a r g e 
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amounts of woodland on the n o r t h e r n manors c o m p a r e d to the 

s o u t h e r n ones . The deg ree of a b r u p t n e s s of t h e c h a n g e i s 

l a r g e l y h i d d e n b e c a u s e of t h e a b s e n c e of f i g u r e s f o r Sherborne 

St . John a n d She r f i e ld on Loddon, which l i e on t h e d i v i d e 

between the two zones . The e n t r i e s in Domesday c o n c e r n i n g the 

a r e a do not g i v e a n y i n d i c a t i o n of the n a t u r e of woodland 

management be ing p r a c t i s e d , a s t h e y do in some c a s e s . Nor is i t 

p o s s i b l e to be c e r t a i n where the Domesday w o o d l a n d was in each 

p a r i s h , a l t h o u g h in many c a s e s , where the m e d i e v a l l a n d s c a p e can 

be b r o a d l y r e c o n s t r u c t e d , the l a r g e t r a c t s of wood known then 

were p r o b a b l y the same ones a s s e s s e d in 1086. 

( i i ) P loughs a n d Mills ( F i g . 5 . 4 ( i i ) ) 

A t o t a l of 1051 p l o u g h s or p lough teams was r e c o r d e d a t work in 

t h e s t u d y a r e a in 1086, of which 2 l i were in d e m e s n e . This 

means t h a t , e x c l u d i n g Pamber a n d S h e r f i e l d on Loddon from the 

c a l c u l a t i o n s , an a v e r a g e of abou t two p l o u g h s p e r s q u a r e mile 
49 

were a t work , t h i s f i g u r e b e i n g abou t a v e r a g e f o r Hampsh i r e . 

The l a r g e s t numbers a p p e a r a t Bas ing a n d B a s i n g s t o k e to t h e sou th 

( fou r t een a n d n ine teen p l o u g h s r e s p e c t i v e l y ) , a n d a t Bramley a n d 

S t r a t f i e l d Saye to the no r th ( t h i r t e e n a n d e i g h t e e n ) . 

The most n o t i c e a b l e , a n d n o t e w o r t h y , t h i n g a b o u t t h e f i g u r e s i s 

t h e g r e a t e r p ropo r t i on of p l o u g h s in demesne in t h e s o u t h e r n 

ha l f of t h e a r e a , which was s u g g e s t e d , above , to h a v e h a d the 

more e s t a b l i s h e d a r a b l e f a r m i n g t r a d i t i o n . This c o u l d be t a k e n 

a s ev idence of t h e r e b e i n g , or h a v i n g been , a p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y 

g r e a t e r p e a s a n t a s s a r t i n g movement in t h e n o r t h of t h e a r e a t h a n 

t h e s o u t h . On the o the r h a n d , t h e r e a r e r a t h e r more b o r d e r s 

on the s o u t h e r n e s t a t e s t h a n t h e n o r t h e r n . The ove ra l l imp l i ca t i on 

seems to be t h a t in 1086 not on ly in the n o r t h , w h e r e t h e r e were 

c o n s i d e r a b l e amounts of wood r e c o r d e d , bu t a l so i n t h e s o u t h , 

t h e r e were q u i t e e x t e n s i v e t r a c t s of l a n d , p r e s u m a b l y on the 

p e r i p h e r y of e s t a t e s , s t i l l b e i n g b rough t in to c u l t i v a t i o n . 

D i s c r e p a n c i e s be tween the p o t e n t i a l , or e s t i m a t e d , number of p l o u g h s 

or p l o u g h t e a m s t h a t could work t h e l a n d of the e s t a t e , a s 

i n d i c a t e d by t h e fo rmula ' t h e r e i s l a n d for x p l o u g h s ' , a n d those 

t h a t were a c t u a l l y do ing so, a r e not complete ly u n d e r s t o o d by 

Domesday s c h o l a r s . The most p r o b a b l e e x p l a n a t i o n of a s h o r t f a l l 
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of p l o u g h s a t work i s t h a t i t shows "a f a i l u r e . . . . t o c u l t i v a t e 

t h e f u l l e x t e n t of t h e l a n d s t h a t were q u i c k l y a n d d e m o n s t r a b l y 

c u l t i v a b l e " . The g r e a t e s t s h o r t f a l l in the s t u d y a r e a i s a t 

Monk She rbo rne (seven a t work , l a n d fo r t w e l v e ) , w i th l e s s e r 

ones a t She rbo rne St . John , S i l c h e s t e r a n d the t h i r d S t r a t f i e l d 

e s t a t e . The most s u b s t a n t i a l ' s u r p l u s e s ' a r e a t S t r a t f i e l d Saye 

( l a n d fo r t e n , twenty a t w o r k ) , Bramley ( e i g h t : t h i r t e e n ) , a n d 

Bas ing ( t e n : f o u r t e e n ) . 

Mills occur e v e n l y a c r o s s t h e a r e a , g i v e n t h a t t h e i r t o p o g r a p h i c 

loca t ion i s by v i l l o n l y . Of t h e s i x t e e n r e c o r d e d , t e n a r e i n 

t h e s o u t h e r n h a l f of t h e a r e a , w i th t h r e e each i n S h e r b o r n e St . 

John , Bas ing a n d B a s i n g s t o k e . S t reams or r i v e r s r u n t h r o u g h , 

or b o r d e r , e a c h of t h e p a r i s h e s where a mil l i s n o t e d , a n d 

t h e r e i s hence no r e a s o n to suppose t h a t e s t a t e s p o s s e s s e d 

d e t a c h e d m i l l s . 

( i i i ) Meadow, g r a s s l a n d a n d w a s t e 

Each v i l l i n t h e a r e a , wi th t h e excep t ion of E a s t r o p , h a d some 

meadow l i s t e d , a l t h o u g h some of t h e amounts i n v o l v e d were v e r y 

s m a l l , such a s one a c r e a t H a r t l e y Wespal l , a n d two a t B ramley . 

The l a r g e s t amount w a s a t S t r a t f i e l d Saye , wh ich h a d 40 a c r e s , 

a n o t h e r f i v e e s t a t e s h a v i n g be tween f i f t e e n a n d t w e n t y a c r e s e a c h . 

In common wi th most of Hampsh i re no p a s t u r e w a s r e c o r d e d i n 
SI 

Domesday fo r t h e s t u d y a r e a , a n d t h i s , a long w i t h w a s t e l a n d 

( t h a t i s v e r y r o u g h p a s t u r e , h e a t h , s c r u b a n d t h e l i k e ) c o n s t i t u t e s 
52 

t h e g r e a t e s t omiss ion , in s p a t i a l t e rms , by the s u r v e y . If the 

b r o a d d i v i s i o n of l a n d in to a r a b l e , w o o d l a n d , a n d p a s t u r e i s 

a c c e p t e d , t h e amount of a n y one of the t y p e s c a n be a r r i v e d a t 

by s u b t r a c t i n g the combined a r e a of the o the r two from t h e t o t a l 

known a r e a . In t h i s c a s e , a s h a s been noted a b o v e , t h i s 

c a l c u l a t i o n c a n n o t be s imply u n d e r t a k e n , b e c a u s e of the d i f f e r e n t , 

a n d impe r f ec t l y unde r s tood u n i t s of measurement u sed to l i s t 

woodland a n d a r a b l e . The re fo r e , each t y p e of l a n d use h a s to 

be i n d i v i d u a l l y c o n s i d e r e d , a n d c o n c l u s i o n s c o n c e r n i n g t h e t h i r d , 

p a s t u r e , a r r i v e d a t t h r o u g h c o m p a r a t i v e o b s e r v a t i o n s . 

When d e n s i t y p l o t s a r e p r o d u c e d of woodland a n d a r a b l e t h e 

r e s u l t s a r e of some i n t e r e s t ( F i g . 5 . 5 ) . As e x p e c t e d , wood land was 
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dense s t in the n o r t h , in S i l ches t e r a n d Bramley , wi th the 

S t r a t f i e l d e s t a t e s (he re g rouped t o g e t h e r ) f a l l i n g in the second 
53 

h i g h e s t g r o u p . The p a r i s h e s to the sou th of t h e s e a l l h a d 

f a r l e s s woodland p e r s q u a r e mile , a n d i n g e n e r a l the n o r t h e r n 

p a r i s h e s h a d , in 1086, a t l e a s t t h r e e t imes the d e n s i t y of wood-

l a n d of the s o u t h e r n ones . 

Bramley a l s o , a long wi th S t r a t f i e l d , h a d the h i g h e s t d e n s i t y of 

p l o u g h s a t work . S i l ches t e r a p p e a r s in the m i d d l e g r o u p , a long 

wi th the p a r i s h e s to the south a n d e a s t of the a r e a . She rborne 

St . John a p p e a r s in t h e lowest d e n s i t y g r o u p a s , once a g a i n , 

does Monk S h e r b o r n e . 

In te rms of t h e amount of l a n d g iven over to a r a b l e c u l t i v a t i o n 

or woodland i t i s c l e a r t h a t the g r e a t e s t combined t o t a l s were in 

t h e n o r t h - e a s t e r n p a r i s h e s of S i l c h e s t e r , the S t r a t f i e l d s a n d 

Bramley , a n d i t i s in t he se p a r i s h e s t h a t we come c loses t to 

see ing l a n d - u s e be ing f u l l y r eco rded in 1086, e s p e c i a l l y when 

t h e 57 a c r e s of meadow fo r t h e t h r e e S t r a t f i e l d v i l l s a r e 

i n c l u d e d . Conve r se ly , Monk S h e r b o r n e , a n d p r o b a b l y She rbo rne 

St . John , were the v i l l s l e a s t g iven ove r to wood land a n d a r a b l e , 

a n d hence , a c c o r d i n g to t h i s a r g u m e n t , wi th t h e g r e a t e s t amount 

of g r a s s l a n d a n d w a s t e . B a s i n g , Bas ings toke a n d Har t l ey 

Wespall f a l l in between the two e x t r e m e s . I t w i l l be seen t h a t 

t h i s s u g g e s t e d o r d e r i n g of l a n d - u s e i n t e n s i t y , a n d p o t e n t i a l 

u n d e r - u t i l i z a t i o n , a p p r o x i m a t e s c lose ly to t h e s i t u a t i o n s u g g e s t e d 

above from t h e d i s c r e p a n c i e s be tween t h e n u m b e r of p l o u g h s for 

which t h e r e was t h e o r e t i c a l l y l a n d , a n d the n u m b e r a c t u a l l y a t 

work . 

( iv ) Popu la t i on ( F i g . 5 . 4 ( i ) ) 

In a l l , 406 p e r s o n s were r e c o r d e d i n Domesday i n the s t u d y a r e a , 

an o v e r a l l d e n s i t y of 9 .8 r eco rded p e r s o n s p e r s q u a r e mi le . 

Th i s , in the c o n t e x t , is a h igh f i g u r e , c o m p a r a b l e wi th much of 

t h e Test v a l l e y , t he Hampshi re w o o d l a n d s , of w h i c h the s t u d y 

a r e a i s a p a r t , in g e n e r a l h a d a d e n s i t y of two to s ix p e r s o n s 

p e r s q u a r e mi le . The f i g u r e was a s h i g h a s 12 .9 for t h e 

S t r a t f i e l d e s t a t e s , 12.5 for S i l ches t e r p a r i s h , 11 fo r wha t i s 
55 56 t o d a y B a s i n g s t o k e p a r i s h , 10.3 fo r modern B a s i n g , a n d 10 

fo r Bramley . The r e s u l t s c lose ly r e f l e c t t he n u m b e r of p l o u g h t e a m s 
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a t work , wi th t h e lowest r eco rded p o p u l a t i o n s b e i n g in the 

two She rbornes a n d Har t l ey Wespal l . Vi l le ins a n d b o r d a r s 

o c c u r r e d in r o u g h l y e q u a l numbers (148 a n d 162 r e s p e c t i v e l y ) , 

t h e r e b e i n g in a d d i t i o n 72 s e r f s a n d , in B a s i n g s t o k e , twe lve 
57 

c o l i b e r t s . The number of b o r d a r s , 41, i n t h i s p a r i s h was 

a l s o v e r y h i g h , a l t h o u g h i t was noted p r e v i o u s l y t h a t t h e r e was 

no p a r t i c u l a r p a r t of the s t u d y a r e a in which t h e b o r d e r s were 

c o n c e n t r a t e d ; t h e same ho lds t r u e for v i l l e i n s a n d s e r f s . 

(v ) The Assessed Value of the Es ta tes 

In about hal f t h e manors w i th in the s t u d y a r e a t h e b a s i c 

f i v e - h i d e u n i t was s t i l l v i s i b l e , in 1086 w h e t h e r a s a f i v e - h i d e 

a s s e s s m e n t , or a s a mul t ip l e t h e r e o f . Chineham ( t h r e e h i d e s ) 

a n d Lychpi t (two h i d e s ) , fo r i n s t a n c e , were p r o b a b l y l i n k e d 
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t o g e t h e r o r i g i n a l l y for ge ld p u r p o s e s . T y p i c a l of t h e s o u t h e r n 

coun t i e s was t h e r e d u c t i o n in ge ld l i a b i l i t y be tween T . R . E . a n d 

1086 seen on s e v e r a l of the e s t a t e s . 

In terms of wha t the v i l l was t h o u g h t to be w o r t h , s e v e r a l of 

t h e e s t a t e s show t h e phenomenon, common to many Hampshi re 

e s t a t e s , o f a dec l ine in the i n t e r m e d i a t e , 1066, v a l u e , w i th a 

r e c o v e r y by 1086. Others show s u b s t a n t i a l i n c r e a s e s in v a l u e 

by 1086; Bramley rose from 100^. a t T . R . E . to 140_s. in 1066 to 

180^. in 1086, a n d a c t u a l l y p a i d 240^. The a s s e s s e d v a l u e of 

Bas ing d ropped from 240^. to l60s^. a n d t h e n r o s e s u b s t a n t i a l l y 

to 24C^. Between 1066 a n d 1086 the v a l u e of S h e r b o r n e St . John 

rose from 200^. to 300£. , a n d t h a t of Monk S h e r b o r n e from 160^. 

to 200^. One of t h e Har t l ey Wespal l v i l l s , w h i l s t be ing v a l u e d 

a t 40£. , on ly p a i d 4_s. in 1086. 

When t h e f i g u r e s for 1086 a r e c o n s i d e r e d in t e r m s of a s s e s s e d 

v a l u e p e r s q u a r e mile , t he h i g h e s t f i g u r e s a r e f o r t h e p a r i s h e s 

wi th t h e h e a v i e r a r a b l e b i a s , Bramley , the S t r a t f i e l d s , a n d 

S i l c h e s t e r . At the lower end of the s c a l e come H a r t l e y Wespall 

a n d B a s i n g s t o k e , a l t h o u g h the l a t t e r ' s s t a t u s a s a r o y a l manor 

p r o b a b l y a f f e c t e d i t s v a l u e . 

(v i ) Se t t lements 

There i s no ev idence in Domesday for t h e s t u d y a r e a abou t e i t h e r 
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t h e t y p e of f i e l d sys tems in use a t t h a t time o r t h e n a t u r e of 

s e t t l e m e n t . The ma jo r po in t of i n t e r e s t he re i s t o wha t deg ree 

t h e v a r i o u s v i l l s h a d n u c l e a t e d , r a t h e r t h a n d i s p e r s e d , 

s e t t l emen t s a t t a c h e d to them, a s t h i s shou ld r e f l e c t t he 

a s s o c i a t e d f i e l d , a n d o t h e r , s u b - s y s t e m s . If n u c l e a t e d 

se t t l emen t s a r e to be expec ted a n y w h e r e , i t i s a r g u a b l y , in 

c o n j u n c t i o n with c h u r c h e s , a n d Domesday r e c o r d s fou r of t h e s e , 

in S t r a t f i e l d Saye , Bramley , Sherborne St. John a n d 

B a s i n g s t o k e . ^ ^ The l a t t e r , r o y a l , manor was p r o b a b l y a l r e a d y 

t h e l e a d i n g se t t lement in the a r e a by the l a t e e l e v e n t h c e n t u r y , 

a n d a r e l a t i v e l y s i z e a b l e se t t l ement i s l i k e l y to h a v e e x i s t e d 

by the c h u r c h , wi th a m a r k e t a n d f a i r be ing r e c o r d e d t h e r e by 

Domesday. The on ly o the r i n d i c a t i o n t h a t i s g i v e n of economic 

a c t i v i t y o the r t h a n f a r m i n g i s a t S t r a t f i e l d T u r g i s , where a 

f o r g e ( f e r r a r i a ) was ment ioned . 

Pamber Fores t 

I t was s u g g e s t e d above t h a t Pamber Fores t may h a v e a l r e a d y 

been e s t a b l i s h e d by 1086, b e c a u s e of t h e complete omission of 

Pamber from Domesday, a n d t h e a b s e n c e of r e c o r d e d woodland 

in She rborne St. John p a r i s h . There i s , howeve r , no d i r e c t 

ev idence of t h i s a n d p o s i t i v e ev idence of P a m b e r ' s e x i s t e n c e 

a s a f o r e s t a p p e a r s f i r s t in the e a r l y y e a r s of t h e r e i g n of 

Henry 11. 

The f i r s t mention of the f o r e s t i s in the Pipe Roll fo r 1164-5, 

when Alexande r the f o r e s t e r r e n d e r e d ten s h i l l i n g s f o r Pamber 

F o r e s t , R o g e r Wulfesege h a d t a k e n ove r the f a r m by the 

nex t y e a r . ^ ^ He con t inued to account fo r P a m b e r , fo r t h e same 

amount , u n t i l 1173-4, when Alexande r the f o r e s t e r , p o s s i b l y the 

same man as h a d accoun ted for i t n i n e y e a r s p r e v i o u s l y , took 

over t h e f a r m . ^ ^ In 1177-8 he was r e p l a c e d by A l a r d u s f i l i u s 
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Willelmi, the account b e i n g for t h e f i r m a de P e n b e r g a , w i th no 

s p e c i f i c mention of i t s s t a t u s a s a fo re s t be ing m a d e . He s t i l l 

f a r m e d Pamber in the e a r l y y e a r s of R i c h a r d ' s r e i g n , Hugh de 

Nevil le becoming chief f o r e s t e r in 1201-2^^ a n d h e n c e f o r t h 

a c c o u n t i n g for t h e f a r m . 

In the f i r s t y e a r or two of J o h n ' s r e i g n t h e r e w a s e v i d e n t l y a 

ma jo r r e o r g a n i z a t i o n of t h e r u n n i n g of Pamber , w i t h a d i s t i n c t i o n 
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a n n u a l f a r m of t w e n t y - t w o s h i l l i n g s was p a i d , a n d t he bosc i 

of P a m b e r , for which ten s h i l l i n g s were r e n d e r e d . The f i r s t 

i n d i c a t i o n of t h i s d i v e r g e n c e i s i n t he P ipe Roll f o r t h e second 

y e a r of J o h n ' s r e i g n (1200-1201) w h e r e , in a d d i t i o n to t h e t en 

s h i l l i n g s owed b y Hugh de Nevil le fo r t h e f i r m a de P e n b e r g a , 

u n d e r t h e Honour of Windsor , t h e r e i s a n e n t r y u n d e r Hampsh i re 

i n t he Nova Qb la t a sec t ion r e c o r d i n g t h a t Osber t t h e son of 

A l e x a n d e r the f o r e s t e r p a i d 40 m a r k s to h a v e t h e c u s t o d y of Pamber 

f o r e s t . 

O s b e r t u s does not a p p e a r a g a i n in t he P ipe Ro l l s , Hugh de 

Nevi l le f a r m i n g both t he bosc i of Pamber a n d t h e b a i l i w i c k 

( a l b e i t o f t en in a r r e a r s ) ^ * fo r t he r e s t of J o h n ' s r e i g n . 

E v i d e n t l y , t he d i s t i n c t i o n t h a t was b e i n g made h e r e was be tween 

t h e b a i l i w i c k of P a m b e r , p r o b a b l y t he whole a r e a u n d e r f o r e s t 

l a w , a n d t h e p h y s i c a l f o r e s t of P a m b e r , the two b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d 

s e p a r a t e l y . This d i v i s i o n , be tween the a c t u a l demesne woods 

of t he Crown, e x p l o i t e d fo r t h e k i n g ' s d i r e c t i n t e r e s t , a n d t h e 

g r e a t e r a r e a u n d e r f o r e s t l a w , was to c o n t i n u e t h r o u g h o u t t he 

middle a g e s . 

The f a c t t h a t t en s h i l l i n g s was t he f a r m of the bosc i , t he 

demesne woods, a n d t h a t t en s h i l l i n g s h a d been t h e amount p a i d 

fo r t he f o r e s t a of Pamber fo r t he p r e v i o u s 35 y e a r s , s u g g e s t s 

t h a t t h e s e two were one a n d t h e same t h i n g , a n d t h a t i t was the 

b a i l i w i c k which was the new c r e a t i o n of J o h n ' s r e i g n . G e n e r a l l y , 

both t he b a i l i w i c k a n d t h e bosc i were e n t e r e d u n d e r t he h o n o u r 

of Windsor in B e r k s h i r e , a l t h o u g h t h e r e was no r e a l c o n s i s t e n c y 

in t h i s . In 1192 e n t r i e s fo r Pamber a p p e a r e d u n d e r bo th Bray 

a n d Cosham ( B e r k s . a n d London a n d M i d d l e s e x . A s 

ment ioned a b o v e , t h e e n t r y f i n e p a i d b y Osber t t h e son of 

A l e x a n d e r in 1201 a p p e a r e d u n d e r H a m p s h i r e w h i l s t in t h e 

midd le y e a r s of J o h n ' s r e i g n Pamber was g e n e r a l l y e n t e r e d u n d e r 
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M a r l b o r o u g h . 

What a r e a a c t u a l l y compr i sed the b a i l i w i c k of P a m b e r i s u n k n o w n , 

a s i s t h e ex t en t of t h e bosc i of Pamber which i s of g r e a t e r 

i m p o r t a n c e when t h e development of t he l a n d s c a p e a n d t h e p r o g r e s s 

of t h e a s s a r t i n g movement i s u n d e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n , a s i t i s h e r e . 

No t o p o g r a p h i c d e t a i l s c o n c e r n i n g Pamber a p p e a r i n t h e P i p e Rolls 
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p r i o r to Henry I l l ' s r e i g n . I t i s n o t i c e a b l e , t h o u g h , t h a t t he 

t e n - s h i l l i n g f a rm was the lowest sum r e n d e r e d f o r a fo re s t 

f a r m u n d e r the Angev ins . There were , on a v e r a g e , f i f t e e n 
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a n n u a l fo re s t f a rms d u r i n g t h e r e i g n of Henry I I . It i s 

p e r h a p s u n l i k e l y though t h a t t h e r e was a n y d i r e c t r e l a t i o n s h i p 

between the s ize of the f o r e s t a n d the sum p a i d . 
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CHAPTER SIX 

THE EXPLOITATION AND DIMINUTION OF PAMBER FOREST 

IN THE THIRTEENTH AND FOURTEENTH C E N T U R I E S 

I t was noted in the p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r t h a t t he Pamber a r e a was 

u n d e r fo re s t law by the mid t w e l f t h c e n t u r y , a n d was p o s s i b l y 

one of t h e f o r e s t s in e x i s t e n c e , b u t not men t ioned by Domesday, 

in 1086. Whether, a n d if so to wha t e x t e n t , t h e t h e o r e t i c a l 

l i m i t a t i o n s which t h e a p p l i c a t i o n of fo re s t l aw in a d d i t i o n to 

common law imposed on economic development d i d a c t u a l l y slow 

down a n a r e a s e x p l o i t a t i o n in the e a r l y m e d i e v a l p e r i o d , h a s 

n e v e r r e a l l y been e x a m i n e d . At v a r i o u s t imes whole coun t i e s 

were p l a c e d u n d e r f o r e s t l a w , a n d i t h a s been i n d i c a t e d t h a t a t 

one po in t v i r t u a l l y the whole of Hampshi re w a s so c o v e r e d , 
2 

a l t h o u g h the source for t h i s s t a t emen t was not g i v e n . However, 

i t was on ly for c e r t a i n sho r t p e r i o d s , if a t a l l i n Hampsh i r e , 

t h a t t he wholesa le impos i t ion of f o r e s t l aw w a s a t t emp ted by the 

Crown. O v e r a l l , t h e r e seems l i t t l e ev idence t h a t f o r e s t l aw was 

eve r e f f e c t i v e l y a p p l i e d o u t s i d e the a r e a s wh ich were , by the 

e a r l y t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , t r a d i t i o n a l l y s u b j e c t t h e r e t o . Of 

p a r t i c u l a r prominence in t h i s con tex t were t hose a r e a s a d j o i n i n g 

r o y a l demesne woods a n d p a r k s , a s the v e r t a n d ven i son 

c o n t a i n e d t h e r e i n not only p r o v i d e d s u p p l i e s d i r e c t l y to t h e 

r o y a l househo ld a n d works , b u t a l so v a l u a b l e r e v e n u e when sold 

a n d p r o d u c e to be a w a r d e d by g r a n t . Here an a t t empt w i l l be 

made to de te rmine wha t t h i s t r a d i t i o n a l a r e a w a s in the c a s e of 

Pamber f o r e s t , a n d to examine what Crown p o l i c y , if a n y , t h e r e 

was t o w a r d s the e x p l o i t a t i o n of the f o r e s t , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e 

r e t e n t i o n or r e l e a s e of l a n d from fo res t l a w . 

F i r s t l y , i t i s n e c e s s a r y to e s t a b l i s h the a r e a o v e r which fo re s t 

l aw w a s o p e r a t i v e between the access ion of Henry 111, i n 1216 

from which time con tempora ry w r i t t e n r e c o r d s b e g i n to s u r v i v e 

in some n u m b e r s , a n d t h e l a t e r f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , by when 

t h e med ieva l fo re s t sys tem h a d ceased to be a n i s s u e of a n y 

s e r i o u s economic or p o l i t i c a l moment to e i t h e r t h e Crown or i t s 

s u b j e c t s . F u r t h e r m o r e , i t needs to be e s t a b l i s h e d to w h a t 

ex t en t t h i s , t he ' l e g a l ' f o r e s t , co inc ided wi th t h e ' economic ' 
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f o r e s t . What i s meant by these two te rms is i m p o r t a n t , t h o u g h 

l a r g e l y s e l f - e x p l a n a t o r y . The ' l e g a l ' f o r e s t w a s t h a t a r e a u n d e r , 

a t a n y one t ime, the f o r e s t l a w , t h e o r e t i c a l l y t h e a r e a d e f i n e d 
3 

by the most recen t p e r a m b u l a t i o n . 

More i m p o r t a n t , i t wi l l be a r g u e d , to the s t u d y of l a n d s c a p e 

h i s t o r y , i s t he ' economic ' f o r e s t . This was t h e a r e a ment ioned 

above , c o n s i s t i n g of the r o y a l demesne woods a n d p a r k s , a n d the 

s u r r o u n d i n g c o u n t r y s i d e , which was c o n s i s t e n t l y r e f e r r e d to i n 

the C h a n c e r y a n d Exchequer r e c o r d s of the t h i r t e e n t h a n d 

f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s a s b e i n g ' w i t h i n the f o r e s t ' . Within t h i s , 

fo r i n s t a n c e , i t was a p p a r e n t l y n e c e s s a r y for a l a n d h o l d e r to 

o b t a i n r o y a l a p p r o v a l , by l i c e n c e , p r i o r to t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of 

a p a r k . ^ A d e l i b e r a t e po l i cy of management a n d c o n s e r v a t i o n 

was a d o p t e d by the Crown t o w a r d s t h i s d i s t r i c t , whence came 

t i m b e r , wood a n d ven i son for r o y a l consumpt ion , s a l e , a n d the 
15 

p r o v i s i o n of g r a n t s to i n d i v i d u a l s and r e l i g i o u s h o u s e s . The 

'economic ' f o r e s t was the t r a d i t i o n a l core of a n y f o r e s t , a n d cou ld , 

a t c e r t a i n t imes , cover a much sma l l e r a r e a t h a n t h e ' l e g a l ' 

f o r e s t , t he whole a r e a w i th in the p e r a m b u l a t e d b o u n d s . To a 

l a r g e ex t en t t h i s d i f f e r e n c e i s r e f l e c t e d in t h e r a n g e of p l a c e s 

which a p p e a r in the documents of the Fores t P r o c e e d i n g s c l a s s , 

which were g e n e r a l l y those w i t h i n t h e l e g a l f o r e s t a t a n y one 

t ime, a s opposed to those which f i g u r e in the c e n t r a l records of 

t he C h a n c e r y , which was u s u a l l y concerned on ly wi th the p l a c e s 

wi th in the t r a d i t i o n a l or economic f o r e s t . 

The a p p l i c a t i o n of fo re s t l a w , a n d t h e v a r i o u s c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 

s t r u g g l e s in which i t was an i s s u e , h a s been r e l a t i v e l y wel l 

s t u d i e d . ^ Al though r o y a l h u n t i n g p r e s e r v e s a n d woods were almost 

c e r t a i n l y e s t a b l i s h e d p r i o r to IO66, f o r e s t l a w , a s s u c h , w a s a 
7 

Norman i n t r o d u c t i o n , a n d p r o b a b l y r e a c h e d i t s w ides t e x t e n t 

u n d e r Henry I I . Tha t some a f f o r e s t a t i o n took p l a c e u n d e r 

R icha rd I i s c l e a r from t h e te rms of the Great C h a r t e r a n d t h e 

C h a r t e r of t h e Fo re s t , a n d wh i l s t u n d e r John , too , t h e r e were 

a d d i t i o n s to t h e Fo re s t , t h i s was not enough to b a l a n c e t h e 

d i s a f f o r e s t m e n t s of t he se r e i g n s . S i m i l a r l y , a f t e r Henry 111 

d e c l a r e d himself of age in 1227, h i s l a v i s h g i f t s a n d g r a n t s 

of l i b e r t i e s meant t h a t more was lost from the f o r e s t t h a n was 
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g a i n e d . In the f o r e s t , a s e l s ewhere , Edward 1 made a t t emp t s 

to re impose r o y a l a u t h o r i t y a n d j u r i s d i c t i o n , b u t g e n e r a l l y 

t he se measu re s met on ly l imi ted success in t h e i r a p p l i c a t i o n . 

Only in the f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y u n d e r Edward I I I , however , was the 

e x t e n s i v e fo res t system d i s m a n t l e d . One must a l w a y s be c a r e f u l 

when d e a l i n g wi th t h e f o r e s t not to be o v e r - s p e c i f i c or dogma t i c ; 

wh i l s t f o r e s t law i t se l f was l a r g e l y r e g u l a r i z e d by the C h a r t e r of 

the Fores t (1217), such impor t an t m a t t e r s a s t h e l imi t s of t h e 

v a r i o u s f o r e s t s con t i nued to be con t en t i ous i s s u e s t h r o u g h o u t the 
8 

r e s t of the time t h a t t he med ieva l f o r e s t system w a s o p e r a t i v e . 

In d e f i n i n g the s p a t i a l ex ten t of a f o r e s t a t a n y one time i t i s 

t h e r e f o r e n e c e s s a r y to p u t f o r w a r d two, p o s s i b l y d i f f e r e n t , s e t s of 

l i m i t s : the l e g a l , a n d t h e economic. For P a m b e r , on ly two 

p e r a m b u l a t i o n s a r e known to s u r v i v e , from 1279^ a n d 1298, copies 

of the l a t t e r s u r v i v i n g in bo th the p a p e r s of t h e Duchy of 

L a n c a s t e r a t t he P u b l i c Record Off ice , London, a n d in the 
11 

Southwick P r i o r y C a r t u l a r y . No e a r l i e r p e r a m b u l a t i o n s a r e 
1 1 2 
known. 

The p e r a m b u l a t i o n s made in 1279 were a u t h o r i z e d by Edward 1, 

when u n d e r b a r o n i a l p r e s s u r e to r e d u c e the a r e a u n d e r f o r e s t l a w . 
13 

Al though Bazeley c la imed he h a d no i n t e n t i o n of d i m i n i s h i n g the 

amount of l a n d c la imed to be in the f o r e s t by t h e p e r a m b u l a t i o n s 

made fo l lowing t h e m a j o r i t y of Henry I I I , in 1227 in H a m p s h i r e , a s 

in Dorset , c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s a f f o r e s t m e n t s were d e m a n d e d . As no 

p r e v i o u s p e r a m b u l a t i o n s u r v i v e s for Pamber i t i s not p o s s i b l e to 

see whe the r the bounds of the f o r e s t adop t ed i n t h i s y e a r 

encompassed an a r e a l e s s e x t e n s i v e t h a n the Crown h a d in t h e 

p a s t c la imed to be u n d e r fo re s t l a w , a l t h o u g h t h i s i s s u g g e s t e d by 

c e r t a i n e a r l i e r g r a n t s which s t a t e d t h a t c e r t a i n p l a c e s were in the 

f o r e s t , t h e s e he re b e i n g ou t s i de the g i v e n b o u n d a r y ( f i g . 6 . 3 ) . The 

p e r a m b u l a t i o n canno t be p r e c i s e l y m a p p e d , bu t a p p e a r s to fol low 

t h e same bounds a s were g iven in 1298, a l t h o u g h c e r t a i n d e t a c h e d 
15 

woods, h e r e i n c l u d e d , were exc luded in the l a t e r p e r a m b u l a t i o n . 

In o the r f o r e s t s , many a r e a s exempted from c l a i m s of d i s a f f o r e s t m e n t 

in 1279 were , in t h i s nex t g e n e r a l s e r i e s of p e r a m b u l a t i o n s , los t 

from the f o r e s t . P a m b e r , t h o u g h , p e r h a p s not l e a s t b e c a u s e of 

i t s long e s t a b l i s h m e n t a n d i t s r e l a t i v e l y r e s t r i c t e d s i z e , w a s not 
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a p p a r e n t l y f u r t h e r r e d u c e d from i t s 1279 e x t e n t , a p a r t from 

h a v i n g de t ached woods removed. Roughly s p e a k i n g , the f o r e s t 

occup ied the c e n t r a l p a r t of t h e Hampshi re w o o d l a n d s , a d j o i n i n g 

t h e coun ty b o u n d a r y wi th B e r k s h i r e , a n d s t r e t c h e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

n i n e miles ( f i f t e e n k i lomet res ) from e a s t to west a n d a maximum 

of s i x miles ( ten k i lomet res ) from no r th to s o u t h . The e a s t e r n 

ha l f of t h e fo re s t f a l l s w i t h i n the s t u d y a r e a , w h i c h e x t e n d s 

o u t s i d e the fo re s t to t h e sou th a n d e a s t ( f i g . 6 . 1 ) . 

In 1298 the b o u n d a r y of Pamber fo re s t ( f i g . 6 . 2 ) r a n from S t a n f o r d 

End on the H a m p s h i r e / B e r k s h i r e b o r d e r w e s t w a r d , a long the 

coun ty b o u n d a r y , formed by the r o a d known a s ' D e v i l ' s H ighway ' 

a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y the River Enborne , u n t i l i t r e a c h e d a t r i b u t a r y 

which l ed south t o w a r d s K i n g s c l e r e , p a s t A x m a n s f o r d . From he re 

t h e p e r a m b u l a t i o n looped south a n d e a s t t o w a r d s t h e R ive r L o d d o n ' s 

u p p e r r e a c h e s a t Houndsmil l , in B a s i n g s t o k e . From he re t h e 

b o u n d a r y was the r i v e r i t s e l f , n o r t h w a r d to S t a n f o r d End, the 

i n i t i a l s t a r t i n g po in t of t h e p e r a m b u l a t i o n . The o v e r a l l a r e a 

s u b j e c t to fo re s t l aw was something l i k e 43 s q u a r e miles (112 s q u a r e 

k i l o m e t r e s ) . 

P e r a m b u l a t i o n s do no t , however , do more t h a n e x p r e s s e i t h e r wha t 

t h e Crown wished to see a s t h e a r e a s u b j e c t to f o r e s t l a w , o r , 

a t c e r t a i n t imes , wha t it" was pressurized in to a c c e p t i n g by o the r 

p a r t i e s . Government enro lments p r o v i d e a b r o a d e r , more c o n s t a n t 

r eco rd of wha t was c o n s i d e r e d to be w i t h i n the f o r e s t . F r e q u e n t l y , 

a s wi th Pamber , t h e s e r e c o r d s p r e d a t e t h e f i r s t p e r a m b u l a t i o n s . 

F i g . 6 . 3 h a s been d r a w n up to show the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the p l a c e s 

which a p p e a r in l i cences to i m p a r k , or to enc lose w o o d l a n d , or to 

a s s a r t , a s be ing w i th in the f o r e s t of P a m b e r . I t h a s been 

d i v i d e d in to i n s t a n c e s p r e - , a n d pos t -1298, in a n a t t empt to show 

whe the r the e x t e n t of Pamber f o r e s t a c t u a l l y w a s d i m i n i s h e d in 

t h e f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y a s h a s been a r g u e d for t h e f o r e s t g e n e r a l l y . 

Did the r e i g n of Edward I mark the s t a r t of t h e d e c l i n e t h a t was 

to r e s u l t in the end of the f o r e s t - s y s t e m p r o p e r i n t h e r e i g n of 

E d w a r d I I I ? ^ ^ 

In the e a r l i e r of t h e p e r i o d s u n d e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n , t h a t to 1298, 

the en ro lmen t s sometimes i n d i c a t e t h a t whole p a r i s h e s were w i t h i n 

t h e f o r e s t , a s when concess ions i n , or en fo rcemen t s o f , t he l aw 

c o n c e r n i n g the l a w i n g of dogs were r e c o r d e d , a s in Bas ing a n d 
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18 
Sherborne St. John in 1250, or when r i g h t s of p a n n a g e were 

19 

c l a r i f i e d . G r a n t s of l i cences to i m p a r k a l so sometimes i n d i c a t e 

t h a t a whole manor or p a r i s h was w i th in the f o r e s t , a s when 

John de St . John was a l lowed to enc lose a n d i m p a r k 100 a c r e s of 
wood, l a n d and p a s t u r e in h i s manor of S h e r b o r n e St. John in 

90 

1292. In the p e r a m b u l a t i o n of 1279, wh i l s t S h e r b o r n e St . John 

was r eco rded a s be ing wi th in the metes of the f o r e s t , Bas ing 

was c l e a r l y e x c l u d e d . By 1369, when t h e p a r k of B e a u r e p a i r e 

was c r e a t e d , She rborne St. John, too, was no l o n g e r c o n s i d e r e d a 
p a r t of Pamber f o r e s t , a l t h o u g h t h e a d j o i n i n g p a r i s h of Bramley 

21 
s t i l l w a s . Jus t over a y e a r l a t e r the o r i g i n a l p a r k of 150 
a c r e s was e n l a r g e d by a f u r t h e r 28 a c r e s in B r a m l e y , which 

22 
was once a g a i n r e f e r r e d to a s b e i n g w i th in the f o r e s t . 

More u s u a l l y , where t h e r e i s ment ion of a s p e c i f i c p a r t , r a t h e r 

t h a n t h e whole fo re s t of Pamber , i t i s to a wood, a n d , where 

the r e f e r e n c e i s an i s o l a t e d one , i t i s o f ten not c l e a r whe the r i t 

was j u s t t h e wood t h a t was in the f o r e s t , or t h e whole p a r i s h in 

which i t l a y . Royal demesne woods were g e n e r a l l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d 

a s such from p r i v a t e ones . In 1208, fo r i n s t a n c e , King John 

g r a n t e d t h e p r i o r a n d convent of Merton h i s wood a t Hazeley 
28 

c a l l e d Le Gars ton Regis , a n d in 1248 a wood c a l l e d 

K i p p i n g e f r i t h was a p p a r e n t l y in demesne , as w a s Bokholt in 
25 

1299. At c e r t a i n t imes the k i n g was in a p o s i t i o n to exp lo i t 

d i r e c t l y , or t a k e the income from o the r woods, s u c h a s Bramley 

F r i t h wood, which be longed to t h e a l i e n p r i o r y of Monk S h e r b o r n e , 

bu t was t a k e n in to the k i n g ' s h a n d s in 1340 fo r v e r t o f f e n c e s . 

In 1292 the woods be long ing to Thomas Peve re l l a t M a n e b r i g g , 

Pokesle a n d Sheleworth were s i m i l a r l y se i zed , i n t h i s i n s t a n c e 

fo r was te committed w i th in them. Al though s t a t e d to be p a r t of 
27 

Pamber t h i s was c e r t a i n l y not so. In both c a s e s , however , the 

woods were r e t u r n e d , p e r h a p s immed ia t e ly , to t h e i r owners to 

awa i t t h e v i s i t a t i o n of the j u s t i c e s of t h e f o r e s t . 

In te rms of the number of woods, a s opposed to t h e t o t a l a c r e a g e 

i n v o l v e d , i t i s c l e a r t h a t most were p r i v a t e l y o w n e d . In 1279, 

for i n s t a n c e , t h e keepe r of Pamber fo re s t was o r d e r e d to a l low the 

abbot of Hyde (Winchester ) to t a k e t imber from h i s own woods 

t o w a r d s the r e p a i r of the a b b e y r e f e c t o r y . G e n e r a l l y , t h e 

loca t ion of the med ieva l woods i s f a i r l y p r e c i s e l y known , a n d 
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' Vbâ gsfoke ' 
I ? kippinqefrith wood 

B hackwood 

0 1 2 3 4 5 m ^ s 

0 2 4 6 8 lOkms 

LU, 

I ' - . 

N 

A 

BERKSHRE 

^ ; 1—'' haughurst wood B?wydemere ®bramshill 
- J L ; #pamber / 
35;'. / y'- .bramkŷ .' 
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many s t i l l s u r v i v e t o d a y . What i s more p r o b l e m a t i c a l i s 

e s t a b l i s h i n g what s ize they were , a s only r a r e l y Ao con tempora ry 

documents note t h e i r a c r e a g e . Excep t ions a r e Cufo ld wood, 

s t a t e d in 1270 to be " c o n t a i n i n g more t h a n 30 a c r e s by the 
29 

k i n g ' s p e r c h " , a n d Haughus t wood, which w a s s a i d to be 100 
30 

a c r e s in ex ten t in a d i s p u t e of 1331. I t i s l i k e l y t h a t wood-

l a n d made up the m a j o r i t y of t h e 40 a c r e s of Hagwood wi th 
31 

a d j a c e n t l a w n s noted in 1280, a n d p r o b a b l y a c o n s i d e r a b l e 

p a r t of t h e 100 a c r e s of wood, l a n d a n d p a s t u r e i m p a r k e d in 

She rborne St . John in 1292 (see f i g . 6 . 3 for l o c a t i o n s ) But 

o v e r a l l t h e r e a r e c o n s i d e r a b l e problems in a t t e m p t i n g to 

e s t ima te t h e amount of woodland p r e s e n t in the t h i r t e e n t h a n d 

e a r l y f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y in Pamber fo res t and i n the s t u d y 

a r e a g e n e r a l l y , which i s e q u a l l y t r u e of a l l t h e v a r i o u s 

d i f f e r e n t forms of l a n d u s e . 
The demesne woods of Pamber fo re s t were a s o u r c e of t imber a n d 

wood, both for t h e Crown ' s d i r e c t use in the k i n g ' s works , a n d 
33 

as g i f t s or g r a n t s to o the r p a r t i e s . The r e i g n s of Henry 111 

a n d Edward I saw the main i n c i d e n c e of the r e c o r d e d t a k i n g 

of t imber from Pamber ( f i g . 6 . 4 ) , t h e p r i n c i p a l r e c i p i e n t s of 
o / 

g r a n t s b e i n g r e l i g i o u s h o u s e s . Often the p u r p o s e was 
s p e c i f i e d ; i n 1249 t h e p r i o r of Monk She rborne w a s g r a n t e d an 

35 
o a k , to make windows in t h e Q u e e n ' s c h a m b e r , a n d in 1291 

the Dominicans of Oxford were g iven s ix o a k s s u i t a b l e for t h e 

r e p a i r of t h e i r s t a l l s t h e r e . O n e of the l a r g e s t g r a n t s made 

from Pamber was in 1299, when 80 o a k s from Pamber i n c l u d i n g 

40 from Bokholt wood, were a s s i g n e d for t h e r e p a i r of the houses 
37 

a t Westminster a b b e y r e c e n t l y b u r n t down in a f i r e . G e n e r a l l y , 

however , t h e number of o a k s g r a n t e d was s m a l l . The most 

f r e q u e n t r e c i p i e n t of g r a n t s was t h e a l i e n p r i o r y of Monk 

S h e r b o r n e , which l a y c lose to the demesne woods of P a m b e r , 

whi l s t a t o t h e r t imes the Dominicans at W i n c h e s t e r , O x f o r d ^ ^ 
/ I /n /o 

and Read ing r ece ived g r a n t s , a s d id Godstow, C h e r t s e y , 
H y d e , a n d Westminster a b b e y , t h e c a n o n s of C a v e r s h a m , ^ ^ 

A7 

( R e a d i n g ) , t h e f r i a r s of Mount Carmel , London, the p e r s o n e 

ecc les ie of Over ton , and t h e c h u r c h of St . C a t h e r i n e , Winches ter 
I % 

e x t r a . 

The number of r e c o r d e d g r a n t s to i n d i v i d u a l members of t h e l a i t y 
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t o t a l l e d only about ha l f t h e number to r e l i g i o u s h o u s e s . The 

amounts of t imber i nvo lved were of much the s a m e s ize , t h o u g h , 

most g i f t s be ing of u n d e r t en o a k s . Typ i ca l w a s the g r a n t of 

1263 to William l a Zouche, of e i g h t oaks from P a m b e r a n d e i g h t 

from Digher le f o r e s t , to " r e b u i l d h i s houses of F a r n l e l a t e l y 

b u r n t " . Occas iona l d ip loma t i c g i f t s a r e r e c o r d e d , such a s t h a t 

of 30 o a k s to Alphonso of Cas t i l e in 1260.^^ 

The C h a n c e r y enro lments demons t r a t e the d u a l d i r e c t u ses of 

t imber from the demesne woods, which could e i t h e r be used in 

t h e k i n g ' s b u i l d i n g w o r k s , or o c c a s i o n a l l y so ld f o r c a s h . 

Re l a t i ve ly few c a s e s where the l a t t e r h a p p e n e d a r e r e c o r d e d ; in 

1268 a g a l e led to l 6 £ . 6 d . b e i n g d e l i v e r e d to t h e Wardrobe by a 

c l e r k , t h i s be ing the sum r a i s e d by t h e s a l e of wood ' t h r o w n to 
S2 

t he g r o u n d ' d u r i n g a s torm, a n d in 1301 £100 wor th of t r e e s , 

wood a n d underwood, both g r e e n a n d d r y , was s p e c i f i e d to be 

t a k e n from Bere a n d Pamber f o r e s t s . This was p a r t of a r o u n d -

up of £2,000 wor th of wood from f o r e s t s south of t h e T r e n t . I t 

a p p e a r s t h a t t he o r i g i n a l i n t e n t i o n h a d been to t a k e t h i s £100 

wor th of wood from C l a r e n d o n , as the o r d e r n o t e s t h a t to t a k e 

t h i s amount of wood from t h a t fo r e s t would l e a d to i t s d e s t r u c t i o n : 

When o a k s were t a k e n fo r use in r o y a l b u i l d i n g p r o j e c t s t h e 

enro lment of the o r d e r for t h e t r e e s to be t a k e n o f t e n f a i l s to 

note t h e i r i n t e n d e d d e s t i n a t i o n . From i n s t a n c e s where i t i s 

no ted , however , i t i s a p p a r e n t t h a t c o n s i d e r a b l e amounts of t imber 

from Pamber were used in the b u i l d i n g works a t Windsor C a s t l e in 

the mid t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , a n d a l s o a t t he r o y a l r e s i d e n c e a t 
55 

K i n g s c l e r e , on the wes t e rn edge of the f o r e s t . Pamber a l s o 
56 

s u p p l i e d t imber f o r the b u i l d i n g works a t Winches te r C a s t l e , 

Westminster^^ a n d a t Old S a r u m . ^ ^ 

Most r e c o r d e d g r a n t s were of s i n g l e , ma tu re o a k t r e e s , known a s 
59 

s t a n d a r d s . I t seems t h a t t he se were n o r m a l l y s u p p l i e d l o p p e d , 

fo r o c c a s i o n a l g r a n t s s p e c i f y t h a t the l o p p i n g s , t h e s ide b r a n c h e s , 

were to be t a k e n a s wel l a s t h e t r u n k . A few g i f t s of s m a l l e r -

s ized t imbe r were a l s o r e c o r d e d , e s p e c i a l l y t h a t s u i t a b l e fo r 

forming i n t o r a f t e r s , w h i l s t wood for s c a f f o l d i n g , ^ ^ s h i n g l e s 

a n d l a t h e s ^ ^ was a l so e x p r e s s l y noted i n g r a n t s . Whilst t h e number 

of such g r a n t s , a n d t h e amount of t imber i n v o l v e d , i s few b e s i d e 

the number of o a k s t a k e n from Pamber d e s t i n e d to s e r v e a s ma jo r 

53 
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s t r u c t u r a l t i m b e r s , R a c k h a m ' s work h a s d e m o n s t r a t e d t h a t , in 

o v e r a l l q u a n t i t a t i v e t e rms , i t was t h e y o u n g e r , s m a l l e r wood 

p roduced t h r o u g h managed copp ic ing a n d p o l l a r d i n g , fo r u se s 

such a s those s p e c i f i e d a b o v e , a n d fo r use a s f u e l , t h a t was the 

main p r o d u c t of the f o r e s t s . Only r a r e l y , a s a b o v e , does t h i s 

t y p e of wood f i g u r e in g r a n t s ; p r e s u m a b l y p o t e n t i a l g r a n t e e s 

h a d no need of copp ice -wood , e a s i l y a v a i l a b l e i n t h e i r own woods, 

u n l i k e 80 y e a r - o l d s t a n d a r d s . Moreover, only r a r e l y does 

y o u n g e r wood a p p e a r in the e n r o l l e d i n s t r u c t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g 

m a t e r i a l s to be t a k e n from the f o r e s t fo r use i n t h e r o y a l 

b u i l d i n g works , which would seem to i n d i c a t e t h a t i t , u n l i k e 

ma tu re o a k s , d id not need the r o y a l a p p r o v a l b e f o r e i t was 

t a k e n from the f o r e s t . I t s p r o d u c t i o n i s r e f l e c t e d , t h o u g h , in 

the d i v i s i o n s of Pamber fo re s t named on the 1838 Ti the Award 

map , such a s K i n g ' s Hogstye Coppice , t h e d a t e s of w h i c h , 

a l t h o u g h unknown , a r e p r o b a b l y , a t l e a s t i n p a r t , m e d i e v a l . 

The p r e s e n c e of open w o o d - p a s t u r e , a s wel l a s mixed wood land 

a n d copp ice , i s i n d i c a t e d by the s e v e r a l g r a n t s of r o b o r a , most 

p r o b a b l y dead p o l l a r d s , g r a n t e d for f i rewood or fo r c h a r c o a l 

m a n u f a c t u r e . ^ ^ Smal ler f a l l e n deadwood could p r o b a b l y be 

t a k e n by common r i g h t , a l t h o u g h t h e r i g h t of Monk She rbo rne 

p r i o r y to remove t h i s from t h e f o r e s t was f o r m a l i z e d by a g r a n t 

of 1246, which a l lowed i t two c a r t l o a d s of deadwood a week , "so 

t h a t t hey t a k e no g reenwood" . 

These r e c o r d s a r e v a l u a b l e fo r the impres s ion t h e y g i v e of t h e 

r a n g e of woodland r e s o u r c e s , a n d t h e way in w h i c h t h e y were 

exp lo i t ed w i th in Pamber fo re s t in t h e t h i r t e e n t h a n d e a r l y 

f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s . What i s more p r o b l e m a t i c a l i s e x t r a c t i n g 

from these sources a n y a c c u r a t e impres s ion of w h e t h e r those 

g r a n t s r e p r e s e n t a d i m i n u t i o n of w o o d l a n d , a n d , if so, how 

much? Seve ra l p rob lems wi th the sou rces h a v e a l r e a d y been 

a l l u d e d to , such a s the f a c t t h a t i t i s g e n e r a l l y on ly the 

t a k i n g of s t a n d a r d s t h a t w a s r e c o r d e d , when t h e s e may h a v e been 

a r e l a t i v e l y smal l p a r t of the o v e r a l l volume of t imbe r a n d wood 

be ing p roduced in P a m b e r . Another problem i s t h a t s e v e r a l of 

t h e g r a n t s were u n s p e c i f i c about the number of t r e e s to be 

removed, a l t h o u g h t h e y s u g g e s t t h a t a c o n s i d e r a b l e number could 

h a v e been i n v o l v e d . In 1279 the abbot of Hyde w a s a l lowed to 
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t a k e enough t imber from h i s woods in the f o r e s t fo r t h e r e p a i r 

of t h e r e f e c t o r y of the a b b e y , a n d in 1303 t h e she r i f f of 

Be rksh i r e was o r d e r e d to c a u s e a l l t he t imber f e l l e d in the 

fo re s t of Pamber to be co l l ec ted a n d p l a c e d in some s u i t a b l e 

p l a c e n e a r R e a d i n g . It was t hen to be c o v e r e d , a n d t h e k i n g 
70 

no t i f i ed of t h e number of beams ( l ignorum) f e l l e d . This 

f e l l i n g may h a v e been a p roduc t of Edward I ' s p o l i c y , between 

1298 a n d 1301, " to make the f o r e s t a p r o f i t a b l e v e n t u r e " . 

A f u r t h e r problem is t h a t , d e s p i t e r ecen t a d v a n c e s in the s u b j e c t , 

c e r t a i n a s p e c t s of woodland management r ema in l a r g e l y 

u n e l u c i d a t e d . Only r a r e l y c a n i t be seen how d e n s e l y s t a n d a r d s 

occu r r ed in woods, t h i s in a n y c a s e be ing l i k e l y to h a v e v a r i e d 

from wood to wood. R a c k h a m ' s work in Essex h a s s u g g e s t e d , for 

i n s t a n c e , t h a t Colches ter fo re s t was a l a r g e p r o d u c e r of o a k s , 
72 

w h e r e a s H a i n a u l t was no t . The on ly i n d i c a t i o n of t h e p o s s i b l e 

d e n s i t y of s t a n d a r d s in the medijyal fo res t of P a m b e r a p p e a r s in 

a l e a s e of woodland in 1579, which s t a t e d t h a t t h e l e s see was to 
73 

l e a v e twelve s t a n d a r d s or s t o r e r s s t a n d i n g a t e v e r y f e l l i n g . 

This a c c o r d s wi th f i g u r e s quoted by Beevor for woods in Norfolk, 

of f i v e to twelve ma tu re t r e e s p e r a c r e , a l t h o u g h t h e r e was one 
7A 

e x c e p t i o n a l wood t h e r e which h a d 40. F u r t h e r m o r e , i t would 

obv ious ly h a v e e f f ec t ed the l o n g - t e r m r a t e of p r o d u c t i v i t y if a l l 

t he m a t u r e t r e e s in a wood were a t a n y time f e l l e d a t once , 

r a t h e r t h a n c e r t a i n i n d i v i d u a l l y se lec ted t r ee s b e i n g t a k e n eve ry 

few y e a r s . 

Hence, l i t t l e c a n be s t a t e d wi th p r e c i s i o n abou t t h e f i g u r e s 

p r e s e n t e d in f i g . 6 . 4 , showing the r e c o r d e d t a k i n g of o a k s from 

Pamber . I t i s l i k e l y , t h o u g h , t h a t t h e r e l a t i v e l y h e a v y 

e x p l o i t a t i o n of t imber i n d i c a t e d in t h e middle d e c a d e s of t h e 

t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y i s g e n u i n e . The p e a k d e c a d e was 1250-60, 

when 294 o a k s , 100 t imbers a n d 15 c a r t l o a d s of p l a n k s a n d 

wood for s c a f f o l d i n g , as wel l a s an amount of deadwood , w a s 

a u t h o r i z e d to be t a k e n from the f o r e s t . To g i v e a p u r e l y 

s p e c u l a t i v e f i g u r e , if we r e g a r d t h e s e t imbers to h a v e a l s o been 

the p r o d u c t s of s i n g l e , ma tu re t r e e s , wi th an a v e r a g e d e n s i t y of 

twelve s t a n d a r d s to t h e a c r e in t h e r o y a l woods, t h e s e 400 t r e e s 

would r e p r e s e n t t h e c l e a r a n c e over t h e t en y e a r s of ma jo r t imber 

t r e e s from 33 a c r e s . Th i s , of c o u r s e , i s a s s u m i n g t h a t t h e y 
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were not r e p l a c e d . Throughou t the pe r iod from 1235 to 1272, 784 

o a k s were r eco rded a s coming from P a m b e r , a l o n g wi th the 

mi sce l l aneous i tems noted a b o v e , a n d 120 s a p l i n g s in 1240, an 

o v e r a l l t o t a l of a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1,000 t r e e s . C o m p a r a t i v e l y , 

t h r o u g h o u t the whole of t h e r e i g n of Henry I I I , (1216-72), only 

482 o a k s were r eco rded a s b e i n g t a k e n from H a i n a u l t f o r e s t , a n d 

189 from Haver ing p a r k , a l t h o u g h the se were no t p r ime t i m b e r -

p r o d u c i n g f o r e s t s . A f t e r t h i s p e a k decade a s t e a d y dec l ine i s 

a p p a r e n t in the amount of o a k s b e i n g t a k e n f rom Pamber , u n t i l 

in the decade between 1310 a n d 1320 only 30 o r so were en ro l l ed 

a s b e i n g f e l l e d . In s imple economic te rms t h i s seems to 

i n d i c a t e one of two t h i n g s : e i t h e r a f a l l in d e m a n d for h i g h 

q u a l i t y t i m b e r , or in the a b i l i t y of the r o y a l demesne woods to 

s u p p l y i t . 

S e v e r a l p ieces of i n fo rma t ion s u g g e s t the l a t t e r p o s s i b i l i t y . In 

t h e f i r s t p l a c e t h e r e was no dec l i ne in the amount of r o y a l 

b u i l d i n g a t t h i s time which might h a v e led to a f a l l in demand; 

i n d e e d , the l a t e r t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y saw some of t h e most conce r t ed 

c a m p a i g n s of c a s t l e b u i l d i n g seen s ince the C o n q u e s t , a s we l l a s 

c o n t i n u i n g r e p a i r s a n d improvements to t h e k i n g ' s houses in 

g e n e r a l . S i m i l a r l y , both l a y and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l b u i l d i n g 

c o n t i n u e d a p a c e , and t h e r e would h a v e been no r e d u c t i o n in 

t h e number of p o t e n t i a l r e c i p i e n t s of t h e k i n g ' s t i m b e r , were i t 

a v a i l a b l e . And by 1260, in many f o r e s t s , i t wou ld seem t h a t 

i t was no t , in 1257 Henry I I I h a v i n g s u s p e n d e d t h e r emova l of 

o a k s from a l a r g e number of s p e c i f i e d f o r e s t s a n d p a r k s ' b e c a u s e 

of t h e d e s t r u c t i o n c a u s e d ' . The e n t r y a g a i n s t Hampsh i r e , 

' n o t h i n g ' ( n i c h l l ) , i s a m b i g u o u s , a n d i t i s not c l e a r whe the r 

t h i s meant t h e r e was no p r o h i b i t i o n on the r e m o v a l of t imber 

from the c o u n t y ' s f o r e s t s , or whe the r n o t h i n g w a s to be t a k e n 

b e c a u s e of the g e n e r a l l y d i l a p i d a t e d number of t i m b e r t r e e s 

t h e r e i n . I n v iew of a s t a t emen t made abou t P a m b e r in a R e g a r d 
7A 

Roll twe lve y e a r s l a t e r , t he l a t t e r i s more l i k e l y . This 

r e c o r d e d t h a t t h e k i n g ' s wood of Pamber was w a s t e , b e c a u s e of 

the r e c e n t d e l i v e r i e s to t h e k i n g ' s works a t Winches te r a n d 
79 

e l s e w h e r e , a n d t h e g i f t s made by the k i n g of 251 o a k s . In 

1301, t h e r e comes a f u r t h e r i n d i c a t i o n t h a t the Hampsh i re f o r e s t s 

in g e n e r a l s t i l l h a d l i t t l e m a t u r e t i m b e r , fo r w h e n t h r e e of t h e 
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k i n g ' s o f f i c i a l s were a s s i g n e d to s e l l t imber to t h e v e r y modest 

v a l u e of £100 from t h e f o r e s t s of Chute , C l a r e n d o n ( W i l t s . ) , 

Bere ( H a n t s . ) a n d P a m b e r , wi th a n o t h e r £50 w o r t h from 

Gui ld fo rd p a r k ( S u r r e y ) , t hey f a i l e d to r e a c h t h e i r t o t a l s , 
An 

with s a l e s of only abou t £100 in a l l . 

The c u t t i n g and n o n - r e p l e n i s h m e n t of s t a n d a r d s w a s p r o b a b l y a 

n e c e s s a r y p r e c u r s o r to the r e l e a s e of l a n d for a s s a r t i n g . Oaks , 

v a l u a b l e not l e a s t b e c a u s e of the 20 to 70 y e a r s i t took them to 

r e a c h the n e c e s s a r y size were j e a l o u s l y p r o t e c t e d by the 

Crown t h r o u g h the v a r i o u s fo re s t o f f i c e r s . When a s s a r t i n g i s 

noted in the Fores t P r o c e e d i n g s , the r e c o r d g e n e r a l l y b e i n g 

s u b s e q u e n t to t h e a c t u a l c l e a r a n c e , r a t h e r t h a n p e r m i s s i o n fo r 

i t to be u n d e r t a k e n , the f i n e i s a nomina l one , w i th s t a n d a r d 

r a t e s a c c o r d i n g to t h e use to which t h e l a n d h a d been p u t . I t 

i s c l e a r t h a t t he Crown would h a v e on ly t a k e n t h i s a t t i t u d e a s 

long a s t h i s was s e c o n d a r y c l e a r a n c e , s u b s e q u e n t to t h e r emova l 

of the ma tu re t r e e s from the l a n d . What would be l e f t a f t e r the 

remova l of s t a n d a r d s would be coppice or g e n e r a l unde rwood , or 

p e r h a p s even j u s t s c r u b , if t he s a l e s c a m p a i g n a f t e r 1298 was oa 

i n t e n s i v e a s i t a p p e a r s to h a v e been in some a r e a s . This 

s u g g e s t s a two s t a g e model of c l e a r a n c e , wi th t h e a c t u a l 

a s s a r t i n g of t h e l and , t h a t i s the g r u b b i n g - u p of s tumps a n d 

t h e remova l of l e s s e r wood a n d u n d e r g r o w t h , fo l lowed by the 

i n t r o d u c t i o n of a r a b l e c u l t i v a t i o n , only b e g i n n i n g once the 

l a n d o w n e r h a d d i sposed of the s t a n d a r d s t h r o u g h use or s a l e . 

Of ten , on sma l l e r l a y or monas t ic e s t a t e s , both s t a g e s were 

u n d e r t a k e n by t h e l a n d o w n e r s t h e m s e l v e s . R a r e l y , of c o u r s e , 

was the d i v i s i o n be tween t h e two s t a g e s c l e a r - c u t , wi th t h e 

f i r s t s t a g e completed p r i o r to t h e onse t of t h e s e c o n d , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

where the o v e r a l l wooded a r e a was l a r g e , a s in a f o r e s t . Both 

p roces se s were p iecemeal a n d could be c o - e x i s t e n t , a n d i t would 

be wrong to t h i n k of the Crown a s h a v i n g an o v e r a l l po l i cy t o -

w a r d s woodland c l e a r a n c e . 

Neve r the l e s s , t h e ev idence p r e s e n t e d a b o v e , showing an i n c r e a s e 

in the amount of t imber b e i n g t a k e n u n t i l a p e a k was r e a c h e d 

in the decade 1250-60, wi th t h e s u b s e q u e n t s t e a d y dec l i ne i n 

s u p p l y , does a l low b r o a d c h r o n o l o g i c a l p a r a m e t e r s to be a p p l i e d 

to the f i r s t s t a g e of t h i s p roces s in the f o r e s t of P a m b e r , a l t h o u g h 
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t he known l i m i t a t i o n s of t h e source p r e v e n t a n y t h i n g more t h a n the 

c r u d e s t of methods a n d the b r o a d e s t of c o n c l u s i o n s to be a p p l i e d 

a n d e x t r a c t e d . The r e c o r d s of t h e Fores t P r o c e e d i n g s a r e not as 

d e t a i l e d a s t hey a r e for o the r f o r e s t s , where r e l a t i v e l y con t inuous 

s e r i e s of r e c o r d s al low f a i r l y p r e c i s e l imi t s to be a t t a c h e d to the 

a s s a r t i n g movement, not merely in c h r o n o l o g i c a l , b u t a l s o i n 

s p a t i a l a n d soc i a l t e r m s . In o the r words , t h e y c a n show not only 

when c l e a r a n c e was go ing on, bu t a l so where , a n d by whom it 

was u n d e r t a k e n . For Famber t h e r e i s not the s o u r c e - m a t e r i a l to 

al low t h i s to be done , a n d o the r sources and methods h a v e h a d 

to be u s e d . 

The second ma jo r r e s o u r c e t a k e n from Pamber f o r e s t w a s v e n i s o n . 

The e n r o l l e d government f i g u r e s r e c o r d i n g deer t a k e n for r o y a l 

consumpt ion , or bes towed by g r a n t to o t h e r s , h a v e been e x t r a c t e d 

in o r d e r to examine to wha t ex ten t the s u p p l y - f i g u r e s matched 

those of t i m b e r . Like the g r a n t s c o n c e r n i n g t i m b e r , most o r d e r s 

p e r t a i n i n g to t h e remova l of ven i son were d e l i v e r e d by l e t t e r 

Close. The g r a p h (on f i g . 6 . 4 ) r e c o r d s the number of dee r 

a u t h o r i z e d to be t a k e n from Pamber f o r e s t ; no d i s t i n c t i o n h a s 

been made between fa l low dee r (dami a n d dame, b u c k s a n d does) 

which made up the v a s t m a j o r i t y of t h e dee r c u l l e d , a n d r e d 

deer ( ce rv i e a n d b i s s e , h a r t s and h i n d s ) or roe ( c a p r e o l u s or 

c h e v e r e l l u s ) 

Whilst l i t t l e c o m p a r a t i v e work h a s ye t been p u b l i s h e d , i t a p p e a r s 

t h a t Pamber was not a g r e a t p r o d u c e r of d e e r . The maximum 

y i e l d r eco rded in a decade was 140, in 1260-70, wi th t h e n e x t 

t h r e e d e c a d e s see ing only an a v e r a g e of about 30 dee r t a k e n in 

each t e n - y e a r p e r i o d . Almost a l l t he dee r t a k e n a p p e a r to h a v e 

been for a lmost immedia te consumpt ion , a l t h o u g h t h e r e a r e 

o c c a s i o n a l i n s t a n c e s where l i v e deer were g r a n t e d , a s in 1257, 

when Thomas le Blund was g iven s i x does and f o u r b u c k s to 
On 

stock h i s p a r k . The number of deer t a k e n i s v e r y low when 

compared wi th t h e t o t a l t a k e n from the l lOO-acre H a v e r i n g p a r k 

( E s s e x ) , where an a v e r a g e of ove r 400 dee r were t a k e n in t h e 

t h r e e d e c a d e s s u b s e q u e n t to 1234, a s i m i l a r amount b e i n g t a k e n 

in the s o u t h - w e s t Essex f o r e s t s a t t h e same t ime . H a t f i e l d , 

a n o t h e r Essex f o r e s t , was a t t h i s t ime p r o d u c i n g 120 deer p e r 
J 8 4 

d e c a d e . 
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C e r t a i n l y t h e r e a r e d e f i c i e n c i e s in t h e r e c o r d e d t o t a l s of d e e r 

t a k e n in P a m b e r , not t h e l e a s t of t he u n e n r o l l e d r e m o v a l s 

b e i n g t h r o u g h p o a c h i n g . Work done on Sherwood f o r e s t h a s 

i n d i c a t e d t h a t l o s se s in t h i s way p r o b a b l y e q u a l l e d the n u m b e r 
85 

of d e e r t a k e n fo r r o y a l c o n s u m p t i o n . The s u r v i v i n g r e c o r d s 

of t h e a t t a c h m e n t c o u r t s , i n q u i s i t i o n s de s t a t u f o r e s t e , a n d 

p l e a s of v e r t a n d v e n i s o n in t he Fores t Eyres f o r Pamber a r e 

too incomple te in t h e i r s u r v i v a l to a l low q u a n t i f i c a t i o n , b u t 

t h e s u r v i v i n g documents do c o n t a i n l e n g t h y l i s t s of p r e s e n t m e n t s 

f o r o f f e n c e s a g a i n s t t he v e n i s o n . There i s a l s o , a s w i th t h e 

t i m b e r , t h e prob lem t h a t not a l l o r d e r s a n d g r a n t s may h a v e 

been e n r o l l e d , a n d t h a t t h i s p r o p o r t i o n may h a v e d i f f e r e d o v e r 

t ime , l e s s e n i n g t h e v a l u e of c o n c l u s i o n s b a s e d on f i g u r e s 

t a k e n from C h a n c e r y e n r o l m e n t s . For i n s t a n c e , a f t e r £ .1292 

t h e number of g r a n t s of bo th t imber a n d d e e r , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e 

l a t t e r , a p p e a r i n g in t he Close Rol ls , f a l l s off to v i r t u a l l y 

n o t h i n g . Almost t h e o n l y r e f e r e n c e s to d e e r a r e f o u n d i n t h e 

o r d e r s fo r t h e a n n u a l d e e r h u n t , wh ich took p l a c e in P a m b e r 

d u r i n g t h e e a r l y f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y in Ju ly or A u g u s t . W h a t 

i s known of Pamber from o t h e r s o u r c e s s u p p o r t s t h e p r o b a b i l i t y 

t h o u g h t h a t t h i s f o r e s t , l i k e many o t h e r s , h a d s e e n p r o d u c t i v i t y 

f a l l to t h i s m u c h - r e d u c e d l e v e l , r a t h e r t h a n t h i s b e i n g a f a l s e 

t r e n d r e s u l t i n g from a d e f i c i e n c y in t h e s o u r c e s . Omiss ions 

of minor d a t a , such a s a r e b e i n g d i s c u s s e d h e r e , from even 

m a jo r s o u r c e s , may be s u s p e c t e d , b u t in t h e a b s e n c e of 

c o r r o b o r a t i v e m a t e r i a l a r e imposs ib l e to p r o v e . 

However, w h a t e v e r s u s p i c i o n s the e a r l y - f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y s o u r c e s 

g i v e r i s e to , those f o r t h e p e r i o d be tween 0.1240 a n d 1292 &) 
87 — 

a p p e a r to be f a i r l y comple te . These s u g g e s t t h a t , in P a m b e r 

f o r e s t , t h e d e c a d e s be tween 1250 a n d 1270 saw d e e r t a k e n f rom 

t h e f o r e s t in n u m b e r s t h a t were not to be m a t c h e d a g a i n , w i t h , 

by the e n d of t h e c e n t u r y , deer b e i n g t a k e n on ly once a y e a r , d u r i n g 

t h e a n n u a l h u n t ( a b o v e ) . This c l o s e l y r e f l e c t s w h a t was 

c o n c l u d e d a b o v e , c o n c e r n i n g the e x p l o i t a t i o n of t h e f o r e s t ' s 

t i m b e r r e s o u r c e s , whe re t h e p e a k of e x p l o i t a t i o n w a s a r g u e d to 

be in t h e t e n y e a r s be tween 1250 a n d 1260, a f t e r w h i c h t h e r e 

w a s a s t e a d y d e c l i n e . Some confidence c a n be a t t a c h e d to t h e s e 

c o n c l u s i o n s , a s t h i s p e a k a n d d e c l i n e o c c u r s a t l e a s t t h i r t y 

y e a r s b e f o r e t h e p o s s i b l e sou rce omi s s ions . 
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The n e x t g r o u p of g r a n t s which must be e x a m i n e d , a s a p a r t of 

the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a chronology of the r e d u c t i o n a n d c l e a r a n c e 

of Pamber f o r e s t , i s t h a t g i v i n g the r i g h t to e n c l o s e p r i v a t e 

woods or p a r k s . These g r a n t s a r e i m p o r t a n t , n o t on ly b e c a u s e 

t h e y d e a l wi th such l a r g e a r e a s of the f o r e s t , b u t b e c a u s e t hey 

f r e q u e n t l y c o n t a i n q u i t e d e t a i l e d in fo rma t ion a b o u t l a n d - u s e . 

Once a g a i n , t h o u g h , c e r t a i n problems with the s o u r c e - m a t e r i a l s 

p r e s e n t t hemse lves . Whilst a w a y from a r e a s u n d e r f o r e s t l aw no 

l i cence to i m p a r k was a p p a r e n t l y n e c e s s a r y , i t w a s when the 
88 

p r o j e c t e d enc losu re was e i t h e r i n , or close to t h e f o r e s t . As 

f a r a s c a n be seen , the r e q u i r e m e n t to o b t a i n a l i c ence was 

l a r g e l y an a r b i t r a r y one , a l t h o u g h c lose p r o x i m i t y to demesne 

wood land , a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y v e n i s o n , d id make i t more l i k e l y to 

be d e m a n d e d . Hence the i n c l u s i o n of a p l a c e i n a l i cence of 

t h i s t y p e i s not a g u a r a n t e e t h a t i t was in the f o r e s t , u n l e s s 

the l i c ence s t a t e s t h i s . I t may h a v e been j u s t o u t s i d e t h e 

f o r e s t , or be a ca se where the Crown was a t t e m p t i n g to ex t end 

the f o r e s t l aw to an a r e a where i t was not t r a d i t i o n a l l y 

a p p l i e d . This problem was ment ioned (above) i n t h e d i s c u s s i o n 

of the b o u n d s of Pamber , where i t was noted t h a t t h e p o s s i b l y 

c h a n g i n g b o u n d a r i e s of t h e l e g a l f o r e s t ough t to be c o n s i d e r e d 

in t h i s c o n t e x t . F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e g r a n t i n g of r i g h t s of c h a s e 

to the b i shop of Winchester in 1284 removed a l l h i s demesne 

woods a n d l a n d s , a s well a s the woods of h i s f e e s , a n d l i kewise 

the l a n d s of St . S w i t h u n ' s P r i o r y , Winches te r , f rom the c o n s t r a i n t s 
On 

of f o r e s t l a w . Hencefor th , woodland managemen t was e n t i r e l y 

a t the b i s h o p ' s d i s c r e t i o n , a n d woodland could b e enc losed , 

f e l l e d , or a s s a r t e d a t w i l l . To wha t ex ten t t h i s g r a n t r e p r e s e n t e d 

a g e n e r o u s concess ion i s u n c l e a r ; i t shou ld h a v e r e l i e v e d the 

b i shop a n d h i s t e n a n t s of p e r i o d i c f i n e s for t r a n s g r e s s i n g t h e 

fo re s t l a w , b u t whe the r the p r e s e n c e of , or s u b s e q u e n t remova l 

of l a n d from fo re s t law d id a c t u a l l y e f fec t i t s m a n a g e m e n t , i s 

unknown . Th i r t een of the b i s h o p ' s f o u r t e e n H a m p s h i r e p a r k s 

were in e x i s t e n c e by t h i s d a t e , a n d on ly T w y f o r d , f i r s t no t i ced 

in 1323,^^ may h a v e been c r e a t e d s u b s e q u e n t to t h i s p r i v i l e g e 

be ing g r a n t e d . There h a d , a l s o , been e x t e n s i v e co lon i za t i on 

a n d c l e a r a n c e on the b i s h o p ' s manors in the C le re g r o u p , to 

the west of t h e Hampshi Ce w o o d l a n d s , d u r i n g t h e t h i r t e e n t h 
91 92 c e n t u r y , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h a t t he se were w i t h i n t h e f o r e s t . 
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The sample i s too smal l to b a s e on i t a n y f i rm c o n c l u s i o n s , 

b u t of those p a r k s s p e c i f i c a l l y s t a t e d to be w i t h i n Pamber 

fo res t the m a j o r i t y were c r e a t e d , or f i r s t a p p e a r , in the mid to 

l a t e t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , ( f i g . 6 . 5 ) , r e f l e c t i n g p a r k - c r e a t i o n in 
93 

Hampshi re a s a whole ( f i g . 6 . 6 ) . Admi t t ed ly , t h e t o t a l a r e a 

exc luded from f o r e s t law in t h i s way was l i m i t e d , a l t h o u g h i t is 

d i f f i c u l t to g ive a p r e c i s e f i g u r e . In on ly a b o u t ha l f t h e c a s e s 

i nvo lved does the g r a n t , or a n y o the r sou rce , g i v e an a r e a for 

the p a r k . Where an a c r e a g e is s t a t e d i t i s l i k e l y t h a t t h i s i s 

g iven in s t a t u t e a c r e s , measu red by t h e k i n g ' s p e r c h , u s u a l l y 
Q/ 

s i x t e e n a n d - a - h a l f f e e t , a l t h o u g h an e a r l y f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y 
g r a n t g i v i n g pe rmis s ion to a s s a r t 58 a c r e s a t Hazeley r e f e r s to 

9S 
the twen ty - foo t p e r c h . I t may wel l b e , t h e n , t h a t t he r e a l 

s i ze of p a r k s where the a c r e a g e i s g i v e n , b u t not t h e p e r c h on 

which i t was b a s e d , was a p p r o x i m a t e l y 30 p e r cen t g r e a t e r t h a n 
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would a p p e a r . C h a r t e r s from the s t u d y a r e a do not e n a b l e 

f u r t h e r e l a b o r a t i o n of t h i s c o n c l u s i o n , t h e r e b e i n g no c a s e s 

encoun te red where t h e b a s i s of the measurement g i v e n i s s t a t e d . 

A f u r t h e r d i f f i c u l t y i s t h a t f r e q u e n t l y the s ize of t h e e n c l o s u r e 

was s t a t e d to be a f i g u r e which was a n e x a c t m u l t i p l e of t e n , 

b e a r i n g wi tnes s to t h e e s t i m a t e d , r a t h e r t h a n m e a s u r e d , o r i g i n 

of the f i g u r e . The exac t measurement of l a r g e , i r r e g u l a r b locks 

of m a r g i n a l l a n d , w a s not u s u a l l y p r a c t i s e d i n t h e med ieva l 

p e r i o d , a l t h o u g h obv ious c a r e was t a k e n to c a l c u l a t e e x a c t l y the 

a r e a of sma l l e r b locks of a r a b l e l a n d , p r e s u m a b l y u s i n g a 

m e a s u r i n g r o d . When pe rmiss ion was g i v e n to form a p a r k i t 

would h a v e been t h e bounds thereof which would h a v e been of 

i n t e r e s t to the C r o w n ' s o f f i c i a l s , in o r d e r to a l low them to a d m i n i s t e r 

e f f e c t i v e l y the f o r e s t l aw , r a t h e r t h a n i t s a r e a . The i m p r e c i s e 

n a t u r e of t h e g r a n t s of e s t a b l i s h m e n t a r e in c o n t r a s t to t h e l a t e r 

g r a n t s which g ive pe rmiss ion to e n l a r g e a p a r k , by the a d d i t i o n 

of sma l l e r p ieces of l a n d . Not on ly were t h e s e s m a l l e r , a n d t h u s 

more e a s i l y m e a s u r e d a r e a s , t hey were a l so not i n f r e q u e n t l y bough t 

from o the r l a n d h o l d e r s , r a t h e r t hen b e i n g g ran tee ' s demesne l a n d . 

The s a l e or e x c h a n g e t h a t t h i s i n v o l v e d led to t h e l a n d b e i n g 

measu red a n d t h e t o t a l becoming a v a i l a b l e for r e c o r d i n g in t h e 

en ro lmen t . 

Whilst t he number of unknown v a r i a b l e s makes i t imposs ib l e to 

g ive p r e c i s e f i g u r e s , by u s ing con t empora ry w r i t t e n r e c o r d s in 
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PARK DATS GRANTZm AREA I LAND 08Z OTHER REMARKS REFERENCE 

3ILCHESTER 1204 I Ralph Bluet 
Hot. De Oblati-s et Finibus 

(Rec. Comm.), p. 221. 

PREVET 
(Sherborne Sc. John) Pre 1245 

William de St. 
John 

Cal .Chart .R. 1226-57, p.284. 

3RAMLEY 1245 
Robert de Sk. 
John 

20a.? 
Ibid.« V.C.H.Hants, iv, 

p.141—2. 

STRATFIELD SAYE 1260 William de Saye wood Cal.P.R. 1258-66. p. 131. 

SHERBORNE COUDRAY 
(Sherborne St. John) 

1270 Peter de Coudray 30& • + 
Cal. Chart. R. 1257-1300, 

p.33. 

HACKWOOD 
(Basingstoke) 

1280 
William de 
Braiboef 

40a. 
wood and 
lawns 

Cal.P.R. 1272-81, p.361. 

MORGASTON 
(Sherboi^e St. John) 

1292 John de St. John 100a. 
wood, land 
(i.e.arable) 
and pasture 

Cal.P.R. 1281-92, p.511. 

BEAUREPAIRE 
(Sherborne St. John) 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

1369 

1370 

1388 

Bernard Brocas 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

176a. 

28a. 
enlarge 

100a. 
enlarge 
-ment 

In Sherborne 120a. arable, 30a. 
wood (this not in the forest), 
and 12a. arable, 12a. wood and 
2a. meadow from the forest. 

24a. of land and 4a. wood in 
Bramley. 

Of the total 60a. of land and 
4a. of wood are In the forest. 

Cal.P.R. 1367-70, p.188. 

Ibid., p.436. 

Cal.P.R.1385-9, p.517. 

PARKS NOT STATED TO BE WITHIN PAMBER FOREST, BUT 'AilCH MAY HAVE BEEN. 

BASING By 1254 

Mentioned in confirmation 
of composition. WDJiacray 
(ed.). Selbome Documents, 
pp.7-3. 

SHERFIELD ON 
LODDON 

1274 John and Alice 
Wintershill 

Common 
pasture? 

Men of Sheriieid 
given replacement 
pasture 

Abbrev. Plac .(Rec. Comm, j. 

p.263. 

STRATFIELD 
MORTIMER 

(2 parks) 

By 1304 V.C.H.Berks, iii , p.426. 

3ULLSD0WN 
(Bramley) 

By 17th 
century 

V.C.H.Hants.iv,p.i43. 

FIG.6.5 PARKS WITHIN PAMBER FOREST 
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c o n j u n c t i o n with map and f i e ldwork e v i d e n c e , i t seems t h a t t h e 

t o t a l a r e a i m p a r k e d from Pamber fo res t p r i o r to 1350 was u n d e r 

1,000 a c r e s . This r e p r e s e n t e d something l i ke f o u r p e r cent of 

the a r e a u n d e r fo re s t l a w ; the amount of t h e f o r e s t which w a s 

wooded a n d i m p a r k e d canno t be c a l c u l a t e d even r o u g h l y , b u t 

was d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y h i g h e r t h a n the o v e r a l l f i g u r e . 

I t is not so much the p r e c i s e amount of l a n d i n v o l v e d t h a t i s 

i m p o r t a n t , r a t h e r i t i s t h e i n d i c a t i o n t h a t t h e g r a n t s g ive 

t h a t t h e Crown was w i l l i n g , a t t h i s t ime, to see t h e f o r e s t of 

Pamber s p a t i a l l y d i m i n i s h e d . Licences to i m p a r k c a n , t h e r e f o r e , 

l i ke g r a n t s of t imber a n d v e n i s o n , be used a s c h r o n o l o g i c a l 

i n d i c a t o r s . These a g a i n i n d i c a t e t h a t i t was t h e mid to l a t e 

t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y when t h e Crown was not on ly e x p l o i t i n g i t s 

own r e s o u r c e s w i th in the f o r e s t on a s c a l e n e v e r to be seen 

a g a i n , b u t a l s o r e l e a s i n g l a n d fo r more i n t e n s i v e use by 
97 

o t h e r s . 

As h a s been a l r e a d y no ted , t he imper fec t s u r v i v a l of r e c o r d s of 

the Fores t P roceed ings c l a s s conce rn ing Pamber means t h a t i t 

cannot be t e s t e d in t h i s ca se how good an i n d i c a t o r of the 

g e n e r a l a s s a r t i n g movement the above ment ioned C h a n c e r y g r a n t s 

a n d l i c e n c e s a r e , a l t h o u g h i t shou ld be f e a s i b l e f o r t h e b e t t e r -

documented f o r e s t s , l i ke Rockingham. Whils t , t h o u g h , such 

r eco rds of t h e Fores t P roceed ings a s s u r v i v e do no t p r o v i d e an 

a c c u r a t e g u i d e to the q u a n t i t y of a s s a r t i n g , t hey do g i v e a 
98 

v a l u a b l e i n d i c a t i o n of t h e form i t took . 

A g r a n t , fo r i n s t a n c e , of s ix a n d - a - h a l f a c r e s i n two p a r c e l s in 
99 

Pamber in 1260 was almost c e r t a i n l y of a s s a r t s , made by 

p r e v i o u s h o l d e r s of the l a n d , the 4d . an a c r e r e n t b e i n g 

s t a n d a r d for much a s s a r t e d l a n d . A ro l l of t h e At tachment 
101 

Court temp. Henry I I I h a s the s t a n d a r d c a t e g o r i e s of new 

and old a s s a r t s ; u n d e r the l a t t e r h a l f - m a r k f i n e s were p a i d 

i n d i v i d u a l l y by two men for a s s a r t s in the woods of S i l c h e s t e r 

a n d Bramley . Whilst v a r i o u s f a c t o r s de te rmined t h e l e v e l of 

the f i n e , a compar i son wi th t h e f i n e s p a i d in Rockingham f o r e s t 

in the mid t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y would s u g g e s t t h a t t h e s e a s s a r t s 
102 

were of be tween f i v e a n d f i f t e e n a c r e s . A h a l f - a c r e a s s a r t 
103 

noted a t K ingsc l e r e was p r o b a b l y more t y p i c a l of t h e s c a l e of 

i n d i v i d u a l a s s a r t s , which were l imi ted both by t h e l a b o u r 
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a v a i l a b l e to p a y t h e e n t r y f i n e a n d t h e s u b s e q u e n t r e n t . The 

new a s s a r t s l i s t e d i n t h e R e g a r d of M i c h a e l m a s 1269*^^ w e r e of 

much t h e s ame o r d e r , a l l b u t one b e i n g i n S i l c h e s t e r : t h r e e 

w e r e of e i g h t a c r e s , one of t w e l v e a n d one of h a l f - a n - a c r e ; 

t h e o t h e r a s s a r t w a s a t h r e e - a c r e one a t S t r a t f l e l d Mor t imer . 

The n e x t s u r v i v i n g e n q u i r y i n t o a s s a r t s a n d p u r p r e s t u r e s in 

P a m b e r f o r e s t d a t e s f rom 1279/80 ,^^^ a n d l i s t s 24 i n d i v i d u a l s , 

h o l d i n g a t o t a l of 49 a c r e s of c l e a r a n c e s a t a v a r i e t y of 

d i f f e r e n t r e n t s . These w e r e a p p a r e n t l y new a s s a r t s ; none of 

t h o s e w h i c h a p p e a r e d on t h e 1269 r o l l w e r e h e r e l i s t e d . No 
107 

s p a t i a l c o n c e n t r a t i o n s a r e a p p a r e n t . R a f t i s h a s commented 

on t h e r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l a c r e a g e s r e c o r d e d i n r e c o r d s of t h i s 

t y p e a s b e i n g a s s a r t e d , when t h e t o t a l a c r e a g e of t h e p a r i s h e s 
108 

c o n c e r n e d i s c o n s i d e r e d . He m a k e s t h e p o i n t , h o w e v e r , t h a t 

t h e l a r g e r b l o c k s of e n c l o s u r e a n d a s s a r t i n g t e n d e d to t a k e 

p l a c e s u b s e q u e n t to a g r a n t of r o y a l c h a r t e r , w h i c h o f t e n 

e x c l u d e d t h e l a n d f rom t h e v iew of t h e r e g a r d e r s . Only i n t h e 

l a t e r t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y do some of t h e s e c h a r t e r s a p p e a r i n t h e 

F o r e s t P r o c e e d i n g s , a n e x a m p l e f rom P a m b e r b e i n g t h e g r a n t t o 

G i l b e r t of B r a m l e y , c l e r k , of 52 a c r e s a n d a r o o d of t h e k i n g ' s 

w a s t e s i n P a m b e r f o r e s t , i n two p a r c e l s , w h i c h h e w a s a u t h o r i s e d 

to b r i n g i n t o c u l t i v a t i o n . Th i s g r a n t w a s e n r o l l e d i n t h e F i n e 

Rolls f o r 1311,^^^ h a v i n g f i r s t a p p e a r e d i n t h e F o r e s t 
110 

P r o c e e d i n g s i n 1306/7 . I t a l s o a p p a r e n t l y a p p e a r s in a l i s t 
111 

of a s s a r t s d a t i n g f rom 1329-31, w h i c h h a s o t h e r i n d i c a t i o n s 

t h a t c o n s i d e r a b l e c l e a r a n c e w a s t a k i n g p l a c e i n B r a m l e y i n t h e 

f i r s t d e c a d e s of t h e f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

S i z e a b l e a s s a r t s w e r e n o t e d a t T y t e h u l l e , w h i c h c a n n o t be 

p o s i t i v e l y i d e n t i f i e d , b u t w h i c h i s shown b y other e n r o l m e n t s of 

G i l b e r t of B r a m l e y ' s a s s a r t s to h a v e b e e n i n t h e a r e a of t h e 

modern L a t c h m o r e G r e e n , b e t w e e n B r a m l e y a n d P a m b e r ( f i g . 7 . 1 2 ) . 

A s s a r t s of 16, 20, 46 a n d 51 a c r e s , ( t h e l a t t e r t h a t of G i l b e r t 

of B r a m l e y ) w e r e l i s t e d , a s w e l l a s t h r e e s m a l l c l e a r a n c e s w i t h 

a t o t a l a r e a of | a c r e s . T h e r e f o r e , a p p a r e n t l y s i n c e t h e l a s t 

r e g a r d , 120 a c r e s h a d b e e n r e l e a s e d f o r c u l t i v a t i o n i n t h i s a r e a . 

S e v e r a l of t h e r e m a i n i n g e n t r i e s on t h e r o l l i l l u m i n a t e one of 

t h e a s p e c t s of a s s a r t i n g w h i c h c o n t i n u e s to b e c o n t e n t i o u s , t h i s 
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b e i n g w h e t h e r i t w a s t h e r e s u l t of i n d i v i d u a l , c o m m u n a l , o r 

s e i g n e u r i a l e n t e r p r i s e . In t h i s c a s e i t i s c l e a r t h a t i t w a s 

t h e l a t t e r , a s a l i s t of t e n p u r p r e s t u r e s made b y John B lue t 

a t S i l c h e s t e r i s g i v e n . Blue t h o l d i n g t h e m a n o r of S i l c h e s t e r 
112 

b e t w e e n £ . 1287 and 1316/17. As t h e s e p u r p r e s t u r e s do not 

a p p e a r i n t h e F o r e s t P r o c e e d i n g s of 1306/7 t h e y c a n b e 

t e n t a t i v e l y d a t e d to t h e d e c a d e b e t w e e n t h e n a n d B l u e t ' s d e a t h . 

The p u r p r e s t u r e s w e r e a l l h e l d b y o t h e r p e o p l e , a n d were of 

e l e v e n , t e n , e i g h t ( two c a s e s ) , f o u r , t h r e e , two ( two c a s e s ) a n d 

one a c r e ( two c a s e s ) ; t h e f i n e s r a n g e d f rom l i d . to 4 d . p e r 
113 ~ 

a c r e . I t a p p e a r s l i k e l y t h a t t h i s w a s a n i n v e s t m e n t b y 

B l u e t , a l t h o u g h i t i s not c l e a r w h e t h e r t h i s w a s a s i n g l e 

c l e a r a n c e , o r a n n e x a t i o n , f rom t h e f o r e s t , t h e n p a r t i t i o n e d , 

o r a g r a d u a l c l e a r a n c e of a s i n g l e a r e a , or t h e c l e a r a n c e of 

v a r i o u s s e p a r a t e p a r c e l s i n t h e p a r i s h a t one o r more t i m e s . 

The t h e o r y t h a t i t w a s g r a d u a l c l e a r a n c e may b e i n d i c a t e d b y 

t h e d i f f e r e n t r a t e s of f i n e , b u t t h i s m a y e q u a l l y w e l l be a 

r e f l e c t i o n of t h e d i f f e r e n t u s e s t h e h o l d e r s w e r e p u t t i n g t h e l a n d 

t o , o r i t s i n h e r e n t q u a l i t y . E q u a l l y u n c l e a r i s w h y t h e t e r m 

' p u r p r e s t u r e ' w a s u s e d , a s o p p o s e d to t h e u s u a l t e r m ' a s s a r t ' 

T h i s m a y s i m p l y be loose u s e of a n i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e t e r m i n o l o g y , 

b u t i t m a y , on t h e o t h e r h a n d , b e a r e a l i n d i c a t i o n t h a t Blue t 
w a s h e r e c r e a t i n g i n d i v i d u a l h o l d i n g s w h i c h i n c l u d e d a 

115 

d w e l l i n g , w h e r e a s t h e a s s a r t s a t T y t e h u l l e , n o t e d on t h e 

same r o l l , may h a v e been p u r e l y a g r i c u l t u r a l c l o s e s , l a c k i n g 

d w e l l i n g s . If t h e s e p l o t s d i d c o n t a i n d w e l l i n g s t h e i r d i f f e r e n t 

s i z e s w o u l d seem to p r e c l u d e a p l a n n e d e x t e n s i o n to t h e v i l l a g e , 

a s , f o r i n s t a n c e , may b e e v i d e n c e d a t H a r t l e y W e s p a l l , ^ ^ ^ 

i n d i c a t i n g r a t h e r i r r e g u l a r i n f i l l i n g , o r a d i s p e r s e d s e t t l e m e n t 

p a t t e r n . C e r t a i n l y , a s w i l l b e shown b e l o w , t h i s i s t h e t y p e 

of s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n i n d i c a t e d b y o t h e r s o u r c e s . W h i c h e v e r , i t 

seems c l e a r t h a t t h e r e w a s s t i l l a v e r y d e f i n i t e d e m a n d f o r new 

l a n d i n t h e a r e a of S i l c h e s t e r , P a m b e r a n d B r a m l e y i n t h e e a r l y 

f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

C h a r t e r s of t h e t h i r t e e n t h a n d f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , of w h i c h t h e r e i s 

a c o n s i d e r a b l e n u m b e r s u r v i v i n g w h i c h r e l a t e t o t h e s t u d y a r e a , 

c o n t a i n a c o n s i d e r a b l e a m o u n t of t o p o g r a p h i c d e t a i l . R e l a t i v e l y 

few r e f e r e n c e s , h o w e v e r , c o n c e r n a s s a r t s , a n d t h e r e a r e c e r t a i n l y 
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no t e n o u g h to p r o v i d e a n i n d e p e n d e n t g u i d e t o t h e c h r o n o l o g y 

of t h e a s s a r t i n g m o v e m e n t . T h e r e a r e o c c a s i o n a l m e n t i o n s of 

a s s a r t i n g in t h e f o r e s t , two o c c u r r i n g w i t h r e f e r e n c e s to Knovi le 

o r K n o v i l e s l o n d ^ ^ ^ i n P a m b e r , in 1397*^^ a n d 1428.^^^ A p r i v a t e 

a s s a r t w a s n o t e d i n a g r a n t of 1240-60 by J o h n of S t r a t f i e l d , 

of l a n d in S t r a t f i e l d T u r g i s , i n c l u d i n g one r u d i n g a , f o r m e r l y an 
120 

a s s a r t of h i s wood . In o t h e r c a s e s l a n d t h a t h a d b e e n 

c l e a r e d in t h e p a s t i s r e c o g n i s a b l e b e c a u s e of i t s d e s c r i p t i o n , 
121 122 123 

a s a b o v e , a s a r i d d i n g , p u r p r e s t u r e , o r N y w e l o n d . 

La B o r d e l o n d e , w h i c h w a s g r a n t e d to t h e h o s p i t a l of S t . J o h n , 
12A 

B a s i n g s t o k e in t h e mid t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , w a s p r o b a b l y a l s o 

q u i t e r e c e n t l y c l e a r e d l a n d . 

The most d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n of a s s a r t i n g o c c u r s i n a n 
125 

i n q u i s i t i o n t a k e n in 1265, c o n c e r n i n g t h e r i g h t of t h e s m a l l 

a l i e n p r i o r y a t S t r a t f i e l d Saye to t h e t i t h e s of a p a r t i c u l a r 

p i e c e of l a n d i n t h a t p a r i s h , c a l l e d ' l i t t l e f r i t h W i l l i a m 

of t h e f r i t h , who p r e s u m a b l y l i v e d o n , o r n e a r to t h i s l a n d , 

swore t h a t h e w a s w i t h Roge r , a f o r m e r p r i o r of t h e h o u s e , a t 

t h e t ime t h a t he f i r s t a s s a r t e d t h e s a i d l a n d of l a f r y t h e f rom 

h i s demesne wood a n d r e d u c e d t h e s ame to c u l t i v a t i o n . He went 

on to s a y t h a t a f t e r t h e d e a t h of Roger h i s s u c c e s s o r a s s a r t e d 

more of t h e s a m e wood . Such a p e r s o n a l d e s c r i p t i o n of t h e 
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t h o u g h , only when t h e s e l a t t e r s o u r c e s a r e u s e d t o g e t h e r t h a t 

s p a t i a l a n d c h r o n o l o g i c a l p a r a m e t e r s c a n b e d e f i n e d , a n d a p p l i e d 
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P a m b e r f o r e s t i n t h e t h i r t e e n t h a n d f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s . 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

IHE LATE MEDIEVAL LANDSCAPE OF THE LODDON AREA 

D u r i n g t h e c e n t u r y a n d - a - h a l f p r i o r to t h e m i d f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y 

t h e r e w e r e s t i l l , a s t h e p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r h a s d e m o n s t r a t e d , m a j o r 

d e v e l o p m e n t s o c c u r r i n g in l a n d - u s e a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n in t h e Loddon 

a r e a . In t h i s s t u d y no a r t i f i c i a l t e r m i n a l d a t e h a s been adop ted , 

a l t h o u g h a s u i t a b l e s y m b o l i c d a t e wou ld b e 1369 -70 , when 

B e a u r e p a i r e p a r k w a s f o u n d e d a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y e n l a r g e d . ^ Th i s 

m a j o r , a n d r e l a t i v e l y w e l l - d o c u m e n t e d , i m p a r k m e n t of l a n d in 

t h r e e p a r i s h e s w a s t y p i c a l of t h e w a y in w h i c h , i n t h e m e d i e v a l 

p e r i o d , t h e more m a r g i n a l a r e a s of l a n d w e r e s u b j e c t e d to a more 

f o r m a l , a n d a lmos t c e r t a i n l y more i n t e n s i v e , p a t t e r n of 

e x p l o i t a t i o n . The s c a l e of B e a u r e p a i r e p a r k w a s v e r y much a 

p r o d u c t , h o w e v e r , of t h e c h a n g e d c i r c u m s t a n c e s of t h e l a t e r 

f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . In t h i s c h a p t e r t h e s p a t i a l a r r a n g e m e n t of 

t h e v a r i o u s m a j o r l a n d s c a p e e l e m e n t s w i l l be c o n s i c ^ e d in 

r e l a t i o n to t h e s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n . P a r t i c u l a r e m p h a s i s w i l l be 

g i v e n to t h e p l a c e of m o a t e d s i t e s in t h e l a n d s c a p e of t h e a r e a . 

2 
For no p a r i s h or e s t a t e i s t h e r e s u f f i c i e n t l y e x t e n s i v e o r 

d e t a i l e d d o c u m e n t a t i o n to a l l o w a c e r t a i n s u b - d i v i s i o n of t h i s 

c r i t i c a l p e r i o d , w h i c h s a w t h e p o p u l a t i o n l e v e l r i s e to a 

t e e t e r i n g a p o g e e , p r o b a b l y in t h e f i r s t d e c a d e s of t h e f o u r t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y , a n d t h e n d e c l i n e , u l t i m a t e l y c a u s i n g m a j o r c h a n g e s in 
3 

t h e s o c i a l a n d economic s y s t e m s . Of ten i t i s i m p o s s i b l e to b e 

s u r e w h e n e v e n m a j o r l a n d s c a p e f e a t u r e s , s u c h a s open f i e l d s , 

d e v e l o p e d . I n some c a s e s , f e a t u r e s s u c h a s t h i s w e r e c l e a r l y 

w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d when t h e y w e r e m e n t i o n e d in t h e f i r s t e x t a n t 

d e t a i l e d d o c u m e n t s , c h a r t e r s of t h e e a r l y t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

O t h e r s do no t a p p e a r in t h e w r i t t e n s o u r c e s u n t i l much l a t e r , b u t 

in m a n y c a s e s i t c a n b e a r g u e d t h a t t h e l a t e d a t e of a p p e a r a n c e 

i s i l l u s o r y , t h e e a r l i e r s o u r c e s b e i n g d e f i c i e n t i n n u m b e r , a n d 

o r c o n t e n t , to d e m o n s t r a t e a f e a t u r e ' s p r e s e n c e . Even w h e n a p r e c i s e 

d a t e of c r e a t i o n c a n b e g i v e n f o r a l a n d s c a p e f e a t u r e , s u c h a s a 

p a r k , c a u t i o n s h o u l d b e a p p l i e d , a n d t h e q u e s t i o n a s k e d , w h e t h e r 

t h i s w a s m e r e l y t h e l e g a l f o r m a l i z a t i o n of a p o t e n t i a l l y 

much o l d e r e x t a n t f e a t u r e . In o t h e r w o r d s , i t s h o u l d b e 
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d e t e r m i n e d w h e t h e r t h e c h a n g e w a s one of m a n a g e m e n t a n d u s e , 
3 

o r m e r e l y l e g a l s t a t u s . As i s so o f t e n t h e c a s e , i t c a n b e 

a r g u e d t h a t t h e a n s w e r f r e q u e n t l y l i e s s o m e w h e r e b e t w e e n t h e s e 

two e x t r e m e s , t h a t a f o r m a l c h a n g e of s t a t u s c o u l d l e a d to t h e 

s p e e d i n g u p of a p r o c e s s t h a t h a d a l r e a d y b e g u n . 

Only t h r o u g h a r i g o r o u s u s e of t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y s o u r c e s i n 

c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e l a t e r o n e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y m a p s , c a n a n y 

g e n e r a l i z e d p i c t u r e be b u i l t u p of t h e l a n d s c a p e i n t h e l a t e r 

t h i r t e e n t h a n d e a r l y f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . W h e r e v e r p o s s i b l e , in 

t h e m a p s w h i c h a c c o m p a n y t h i s c h a p t e r , p r e c i s e b o u n d a r i e s 

h a v e b e e n s h o w n , d e r i v e d from l o c a t i o n a l c l a u s e s i n m e d i e v a l 

d o c u m e n t s , u s e d i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y a n d l a t e r 

m a p s , a n d o c c a s i o n a l a r c h a e o l o g i c a l e v i d e n c e , s u c h a s b o u n d a r y 

b a n k s o r a r t i f a c t s c a t t e r s . As Robe r t s h a s commented of t h e 

s i m i l a r m a p s he h a s p r o d u c e d of t h e Arden r e g i o n of W a r w i c k s h i r e , 

" E r r o r s a n d o m i s s i o n s mus t i n e v i t a b l y o c c u r ; n e v e r t h e l e s s t h i s 

map a s s e m b l e s in t h e i r c o r r e c t r e l a t i v e l o c a t i o n s , t h e e s s e n t i a l 

I n g r e d i e n t s of t h e m e d i e v a l l a n d s c a p e " C e r t a i n l y , a s w i l l b e 

s een b e l o w , t h e c o r r e c t r e l a t i v e g e o g r a p h i c a l l o c a t i o n s of t h e 

v a r i o u s l a n d s c a p e e l e m e n t s c a n u s u a l l y b e e s t a b l i s h e d , w h e r e a s 

t h e i r r e l a t i v e c h r o n o l o g i c a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s o f t e n r e m a i n u n c e r t a i n , 

a l t h o u g h g e n e r a l models c a n be p o s t u l a t e d . T h e r e f o r e , t h e 

p i c t u r e t h a t t h e m a p s p r e s e n t i s i n m a n y r e s p e c t s f a l s e l y s t a t i c . 

F i e l d Sys t ems 

I t i s c l e a r f rom t h e d o c u m e n t a r y s o u r c e s t h a t , b y t h e e a r l y 

t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , t h e p a r i s h e s a l o n g t h e s o u t h e r n e d g e of t h e 
5 

s t u d y a r e a w e r e l a r g e l y o c c u p i e d by o p e n - f i e l d l a n d . The p a r i s h 

w i t h t h e l a r g e s t p r o p o r t i o n of s u c h l a n d w a s B a s i n g s t o k e ( f i g . 7 . 1 ) , 

w h e r e , a p a r t f r o m ' t h e Down' t h e r e may h a v e b e e n v e r y l i t t l e 

l a n d o u t s i d e t h e town not w i t h i n t h e a r a b l e o p e n f i e l d s . The 

f i e l d s shown on a d e t a i l e d map of 1762^ w e r e , a c c o r d i n g to 
7 

t e r r i e r e v i d e n c e , p r e s e n t i n t h e mid s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . A r o u g h 
8 

memo, l i s t i n g l a n d s i n t h e p a r i s h c . 1409, m e n t i o n s t h e s a m e 

f i e l d s , w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n of H a t c h F i e l d : t h e i n c l u s i o n of 

c e r t a i n l a n d s d e s c r i b e d a s b e i n g ' b e y o n d t h e h e r e p a t h ' , a n d 

h e n c e i n t h e s o u t h of t h e p a r i s h , does s u g g e s t t h o u g h t h e p r e s e n c e 

of o p e n - f i e l d l a n d i n t h e a r e a of w h a t b y t h e mid s i x t e e n t h 
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c e n t u r y h a d become t h i s f o r m a l f i e l d . I n a s u r v e y of t h e l a n d s 
n 

of Wil l iam of B e n t w o r t h , t a k e n c. 1300, M i d d l e , N o r t h , West a n d 

South F i e l d s were m e n t i o n e d ; t h e r e i s no e v i d e n c e t o s u g g e s t 

t h a t t h e l a n d t h a t w a s l a t e r to be Ha tch F i e l d w a s b y t h e n u n d e r 

c u l t i v a t i o n . T h a t t h i s s h o u l d h a v e b e e n t h e l a s t m a j o r block of 

l a n d b r o u g h t i n t o a r a b l e c u l t i v a t i o n , a n d u l t i m a t e l y t h e f o r m a l 

f i e l d - s y s t e m , i s not s u r p r i s i n g . I t i s h i g h e r l a n d , r i s i n g u p to 

t h e s o u t h , a w a y f rom B a s i n g s t o k e , a p p a r e n t l y v e r y s i m i l a r i n 

i n h e r e n t p o t e n t i a l to t h e a r e a of p e r m a n e n t p a s t u r e w h i c h l a y to 

t h e w e s t , ' t h e D o w n ' . 

The re i s some e v i d e n c e to s u g g e s t t h a t t h e l a n d n e a r e s t t o t h e 

town w a s u n d e r g r e a t e r d e m a n d t h a n t h a t f u r t h e r a w a y , w h i c h 

i s o n l y to be e x p e c t e d , a s t h e t r a n s p o r t i n p u t i n v o l v e d i n i t s 

a g r i c u l t u r a l e x p l o i t a t i o n w a s o b v i o u s l y l e s s . T h i s c o n t e n t i o n i s 

s u p p o r t e d b y t h e d e t a i l e d map of 1762, w h i c h s h o w s t h a t t h e s t r i p 

d i v i s i o n s w i t h i n t h e s h o t t s d e c r e a s e d i n r e g u l a r i t y , a n d t h e s t r i p s 

i n c r e a s e d i n s i z e , t h e f u r t h e r t h e h o l d i n g w a s f r o m t h e n u c l e a t e d 

s e t t l e m e n t . An i n t e g r a l c o n t r i b u t o r y factor to t h i s p a t t e r n , a l o n g 

w i t h t h e s u b d i v i s i o n of h o l d i n g s t h r o u g h s a l e o r i n h e r i t a n c e , w a s 

e n g r o s s m e n t . A l r e a d y in 1300, Wi l l iam of B e n t w o r t h ' s e s t a t e i n 

B a s i n g s t o k e i n c l u d e d g r o u p s of s t r i p s l u m p e d t o g e t h e r , i n c l u d i n g 

one t o t a l l i n g n i n e a c r e s . By t h e e a r l y s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y , 

e n c l o s u r e of e n g r o s s e d h o l d i n g s w a s o c c u r r i n g , a n d t h e t o n e of 

a c o u r t r o l l of 1511 r e c o g n i z e s t h a t t h i s c o u l d e a s i l y become 

u s u a l , to t h e d e t r i m e n t of t h e e s t a b l i s h e d open f i e l d s y s t e m . I t 

i s , t h e r e f o r e , not e a s y to d e c i d e how much of t h e p a t t e r n of 

s m a l l e r l a n d - d i v i s i o n s n e a r e r t h e town w a s d u e t o d e m a n d f o r t h a t 

l a n d when t h e o p e n f i e l d sy s t em w a s o p e r a t i v e , a s o p p o s e d to i t 

b e i n g u n d e r c l o s e r s c r u t i n y , a n d l e s s l i k e l y to b e e n g r o s s e d a n d 

e n c l o s e d , a s t h e s y s t e m b e g a n to d e c a y . The t w o c a s e s a r e 

o b v i o u s l y c l o s e l y l i n k e d , bo th h a v i n g a s t h e i r b a s i s t h e h i g h e r 

d e m a n d f o r e a s i l y a c c e s s i b l e l a n d , a l t h o u g h h a v i n g s l i g h t l y 

d i f f e r e n t i m p l i c a t i o n s , a n d d a t e s . 

C o u r t - r o l l e v i d e n c e s u g g e s t s t h a t i n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y i n t e r , 

r a t h e r t h a n i n t r a , f i e l d r o t a t i o n w a s p r a c t i s e d . I n 1511 i t w a s 

no ted t h a t men " h a t h sown t h i s y e a r in M i l l f i e l d s , t h a t s h o u l d 

l i e f a l l o w w i t h H a c h w o d e f i e l d , c o n t r a r y to r i g h t s a n d c u s t o m s " , 

a n d i n 1543 t h a t t h e North f i e l d w a s g r o u p e d w i t h H o l y g h o s t 
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12 
(or C h a p e l ) f i e l d , s u g g e s t i n g t h a t t h e r e w a s a t h r e e - c o u r s e 

r o t a t i o n b e i n g p r a c t i s e d (3 x 2 ) . If t h i s w a s t h e n t h e s y s t e m , 

i t i s u n l i k e l y to h a v e b e e n of g r e a t a n t i q u i t y i n t h a t s p e c i f i c 

f o r m , i n v i ew of t h e s u g g e s t e d l a t e f o r m a l i z a t i o n of Ha tch 

f i e l d . O v e r a l l , t h e e v i d e n c e i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e f i e l d - s y s t e m of 

B a s i n g s t o k e w a s c o n s t a n t l y , if g r a d u a l l y , d e v e l o p i n g , a n d t h a t 

i t h a d no t y e t r e a c h e d i t s f u l l s p a t i a l e x t e n t b y 1300. The mid 

e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y m a p s f u r t h e r show t h a t t h e d e m e s n e h o l d i n g s 

w e r e s c a t t e r e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e f i e l d s , r a t h e r t h a n b e i n g 

c o n c e n t r a t e d i n one a r e a , r e f l e c t i n g t h e p a t t e r n r e v e a l e d i n t h e 

v a r i o u s l i s t s of l a n d s in t h e f i e l d - l a n d of B a s i n g s t o k e w h i c h a r e 

known f rom t h e t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y o n w a r d s . 

How f a r t h e f i e l d - s y s t e m ' s d e v e l o p m e n t h a d p r o g r e s s e d b y 1200 

i s u n c l e a r ; c e r t a i n l y t h e e a r l y - t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y d o c u m e n t s 

i n d i c a t e t h e w i d e s p r e a d e x i s t e n c e of o p e n - f i e l d l a n d i n t h e 
13 

p a r i s h . A l r e a d y b y t h i s t ime a l a r g e d e t a c h e d t r a c t of meadow 

l a n d , Wildmoor , w a s a t t a c h e d to B a s i n g s t o k e , t h i s l y i n g i n 

S h e r f i e l d on Loddon , some f o u r mi les ( s i x - a n d - a - h a l f k i l o m e t r e s ) 

a w a y . The a b s e n c e of S h e r f i e l d f rom Domesday m e a n s t h a t i t i s 

not p o s s i b l e to see w h e t h e r Wildmoor w a s a l r e a d y a t t a c h e d to 

B a s i n g s t o k e a t t h i s d a t e , a l t h o u g h i t w o u l d not b e u n l i k e l y , a s 

t h e r e w e r e t w e n t y p l o u g h - t e a m s a t work in B a s i n g s t o k e , b u t o n l y 

t w e n t y a c r e s of meadow t h e r e on w h i c h to f eed t h e oxen. 

As in B a s i n g s t o k e , t h e o p e n - f i e l d l a n d of B a s i n g ( f i g . 7 . 2 ) s u r v i v e d 
IS 

i n t o t h e l a t e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y . I t l a y i n t h e s o u t h of t h e 

p a r i s h , a n d w a s d i v i d e d b y t h e B a s i n g P a r k / O x f o l d G r o u n d s l a n d -

u n i t , w i t h Wes t f i e ld to t h e w e s t , a n d D e a n f l e l d , Homef le ld a n d 

t h e s m a l l e r C h i t e r b o u r n e f i e l d to t h e e a s t . Whi l s t t h e f i e l d s do 

not a p p e a r b y n a m e , t h e l o c a t i o n of s t r i p s of o p e n - f i e l d l a n d i n 

g r a n t s of t h e f i r s t h a l f of t h e t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y ^ ^ i n d i c a t e s t h a t 

t h e s o u t h e r n p a r t of t h e p a r i s h w a s b y t h e n a l r e a d y d i v i d e d into 

t h e b r o a d d i v i s i o n s of t h e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y n o t e d a b o v e , of 

o p e n - f i e l d l a n d d i v i d e d b y t h e Oxfold G r o u n d s , a l t h o u g h i t i s no t 

p o s s i b l e to s a y w h e t h e r C h i t e r b o u r n e f i e l d , too , w a s i n e x i s t e n c e 

b y t h a t d a t e . S i m i l a r l y , n o t h i n g i s known of how t h e B a s i n g 

f i e l d - s y s t e m o p e r a t e d , a l t h o u g h i t i s known f rom t h e p o s t - m e d i e v a l 

map e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e f i e l d s w e r e d i v i d e d i n t o i r r e g u l a r , g e n e r a l l y 

e n d - o n , f u r l o n g , o r s h o t t , b l o c k s . 
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Othe r s o u r c e s s u g g e s t t h e e x i s t e n c e of a t l e a s t o n e o t h e r open 

f i e l d i n t h e m e d i e v a l p e r i o d i n B a s i n g , l y i n g n o r t h - w e s t of t h e 

p r e s e n t v i l l a g e , in t h e a r e a of t h e modern B i n f i e l d s F a r m . A 
17 

g r a n t of 1241 r e f e r s to l a n d h e l d i n B e n e t f e l d , i m p l y i n g t h a t i t 

w a s s u b d i v i d e d . T h i s i s s i m i l a r l y s u g g e s t e d b y a c o n f i r m a t i o n 

of 1254,^^ w h i c h m a k e s r e f e r e n c e to " a l l G r e a t B e n e f e l d " ; 

B e n e f e l d w a s a l s o n o t e d , a n d i t i s not c l e a r w h e t h e r i t w a s o n e , 

o r two f i e l d s t h a t w e r e b e i n g d e a l t w i t h . The l i n k i n g of 

B e n e f e l d w i t h l a n d s c a l l e d l a Neulonde a n d l a R u d i n g e s u g g e s t s 

t h a t i t may h a v e b e e n of f a i r l y r e c e n t o r i g i n . S i m i l a r s e m i -

r e g u l a r f i e l d s to t h o s e w h i c h t o d a y c o v e r t h e B i n f i e l d ' s a r e a 

a l s o e x i s t o v e r much of t h e c e n t r e of t h e p a r i s h . If i t i s a c c e p t e d 

t h a t t h o s e in t h e f o r m e r l o c a t i o n a r e t h e p r o d u c t of l a t e m e d i e v a l , 

o r e a r l y p o s t m e d i e v a l , e n c l o s u r e , t h e n t h i s s u g g e s t s t h e 

p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t t h e r e may we l l h a v e b e e n o t h e r s i m i l a r , b u t 

u n d o c u m e n t e d , open f i e l d s e l s e w h e r e to t h e n o r t h of t h e v i l l a g e . 

I n t h e n o r t h of t h e p a r i s h i s a n a r e a of g e n e r a l l y s m a l l e r , more 

i r r e g u l a r , c l o s e s , a n d t h e r e i s no e v i d e n c e to s u g g e s t t h a t t h e s e 

h a v e e v e r b e e n a n y t h i n g o t h e r t h a n e n c l o s e d f i e l d s h e l d i n 

s e v e r a l t y . 

C h i n e h a m ( f i g . 7 . 3 ) , a d e t a c h e d t i t h i n g of Monk S h e r b o r n e , l y i n g 

p a r t l y w i t h i n t h e n o r t h e r n p a r t of B a s i n g s t o k e p a r i s h , m a y h a v e 
19 

h a d t h e c l o s e s t a p p r o x i m a t i o n to t h e ' c l a s s i c ' t h r e e - f i e l d s y s t e m , 
90 

w i t h West, E a s t a n d Middle f i e l d s b e i n g m e n t i o n e d i n 1329. 

Whi l s t o n l y E a s t f i e l d c a n be s e c u r e l y l o c a t e d f r o m n i n e t e e n t h -
21 

c e n t u r y map e v i d e n c e , i t i s c l e a r t h a t mos t , if no t a l l , t h e 

o p e n - f i e l d l a n d w a s i n t h e s o u t h e r n h a l f of t h e t i t h i n g , s o u t h of 
22 

t h e n u c l e a t e d s e t t l e m e n t a n d t h e r o a d w h i c h b i s e c t s t h e t i t h i n g 

f rom n o r t h - w e s t to s o u t h - e a s t . As i n B a s i n g , t h e n o r t h of t h e 

t i t h i n g w a s d i v i d e d i n t o i r r e g u l a r c l o s e s , some w o o d e d . 

In t h e p a r i s h of S h e r b o r n e S t . John ( f i g . 7 . 4 ) , t h e o p e n f i e l d s 

once more l a y i n t h e s o u t h of t h e p a r i s h . The f i r s t n o t i c e of 
23 

t h e s e o c c u r s i n a g r a n t t e m p . Henry 11, c o n f i r m e d i n 1202. As 

w a s t h e c a s e i n B a s i n g s t o k e , t h e r e w e r e c o n s i d e r a b l e c h a n g e s 

o v e r t ime i n w h a t t h e f i e l d s w e r e c a l l e d , b u t t h e b a l a n c e of 

p r o b a b i l i t y s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e f o u r o p e n f i e l d s p o r t r a y e d on 

n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y m a p s r e p r e s e n t t h e m a i n l i m i t s a n d d i v i s i o n s 
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of t h e m e d i e v a l o p e n f i e l d s . E a r l y - n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y m a p s of 

two of t h e f i e l d s , C h u r c h End Middle f i e l d , a n d West End 
25 

F i e l d ( f i g . 7 . 5 ) show s e v e r a l i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e s . West End 

F i e l d , i n 1817, w a s s u b d i v i d e d i n t o a m i d d l e , l o w e r a n d u p p e r 

f i e l d , s u g g e s t i n g t h a t a t h r e e - c o u r s e r o a t i o n m a y h a v e b e e n 

fo l l owed w i t h i n t h i s f i e l d , a n d p e r h a p s , b y i m p l i c a t i o n , i n t h e 

o t h e r s . The re i s some e v i d e n c e t h a t t h i s d i v i s i o n w a s one t h a t 

h a d b e e n imposed on a f i e l d t h a t w a s a l r e a d y f u l l y s u b d i v i d e d 

i n t o f u r l o n g s , a s w h i l s t t h e b o u n d a r y b e t w e e n t h e u p p e r a n d 

m i d d l e d i v i s i o n s i s s t r a i g h t , t h a t b e t w e e n t h e m i d d l e a n d l ower 

j4 w a i v e r s a r o u n d f u r l o n g b o u n d a r i e s . The p a t t e r n of s t r i p s 

s u g g e s t s f u r t h e r t h a t t h e r e h a d o r i g i n a l l y b e e n a l o n g i t u d i n a l 

d i v i s i o n b e t w e e n t h e e a s t a n d wes t h a l v e s of t h e f i e l d , w h i c h 

h a d i n t i m e , p r e s u m a b l y i n a p e r i o d when t h e r e w a s e x c e s s i v e 

d e m a n d f o r l a n d , i t s e l f b e e n p a r t i t i o n e d i n t o s e l i o n s . The b a s i c 

l a n d u n i t w a s t h e s t r i p , t h e m a p s c l e a r l y s h o w i n g t h a t m a n y of 

them e x h i b i t e d t h e a j t r a l , o r r e v e r s e d S c u r v e , a n d t h a t t h e y 

w e r e g r o u p e d i n t o f u r l o n g , or s h o t t , b l o c k s . T h e r e w a s no 

p a r t i c u l a r l o g i c i n t h e w a y t h e f u r l o n g s w e r e a r r a n g e d , a l t h o u g h 

i n t h e u p p e r a n d m i d d l e f i e l d d i v i s i o n s t h e r e m a y o r i g i n a l l y h a v e 

b e e n two l i n e s of f u r l o n g s p a r a l l e l to e a c h o t h e r w i t h a c a p in 

b e t w e e n . These may h a v e b e e n t h e o l d e s t p a r t s of t h e f i e l d 

s y s t e m , a s t h i s a r r a n g e m e n t w a s not v i s i b l e in t h e l ower f i e l d 

d i v i s i o n . Whe the r t h e s t r i p s i n a d j o i n i n g f u r l o n g b l o c k s l a y 

p a r a l l e l , o r a t r i g h t a n g l e s to e a c h o t h e r w a s a l m o s t r a n d o m in 

i t s l a c k of p a t t e r n . What i s c l e a r i s t h a t once a g a i n t h e r e w a s 

a n o t i c e a b l e t e n d e n c y f o r t h e s t r i p s n e a r e r t h e v i l l a g e to b e b o t h 

i n i t i a l l y s m a l l e r , a n d l a t e r l e s s p r o n e to e n g r o s s m e n t t h a n t h o s e 

f u r t h e r a w a y . 

C h u r c h End Midd le F i e l d w a s more r e g u l a r i n i t s a r r a n g e m e n t 

t h a n West End F i e l d . Whi l s t q u i t e a l a r g e p a r t of t h e m i d d l e 

of t h e f i e l d h a d b e e n e n g r o s s e d b y £ . I 8 l 6 i t s e e m s f a i r l y c e r t a i n 

t h a t t h e f i e l d w a s o r i g i n a l l y d i v i d e d l a t e r a l l y , t h a t i s f r o m e a s t 

t o w e s t , i n t o s i x b l o c k s , w i t h a d i v i s i o n r u n n i n g r i g h t t h r o u g h 

t h e s e f rom n o r t h to s o u t h , g i v i n g t w e l v e f u r l o n g s i n a l l . ^ ^ At 

some s t a g e a n e x t r a ' t o n g u e ' of o p e n - f i e l d l a n d w a s a d d e d a t t h e 

s o u t h e r n e n d of t h e f i e l d , t h a t i s a t t h e o p p o s i t e e n d of t h e f i e l d 

to t h e v i l l a g e . With the e x c e p t i o n of one s t r i p , a n d a f u r l o n g 
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i n t h e ' t o n g u e ' , a l l t h e s t r i p s were a l i g n e d n o r t h - s o u t h , t h a t i s 

a c r o s s t h e c o n t o u r , p r o b a b l y to f a c i l i t a t e d r a i n a g e . A g a i n t h e 

n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y s u r v e y o r f a i t h f u l l y r e c o r d e d t h e antral c u r v e s . 

F i g . 7 . 6 shows a p o s s i b l e d e v e l o p m e n t a l model f o r t h e s e f i e l d s . 

I n b o t h c a s e s i t w o u l d seem, if t h e model i s a c c e p t e d , t h a t t h e r e 

w a s a d e g r e e of o v e r a l l p l a n n i n g b e f o r e t h e s y s t e m w a s s t a r t e d 

o n , w i t h t h e i n t e n d e d c u l t i v a t e d a r e a b e i n g d i v i d e d r o u g h l y i n t o 

two i n e a c h c a s e , f rom n o r t h to s o u t h . T h e n , i n e a c h c a s e 

b e g i n n i n g f rom t h e v i l l a g e , b l o c k s of l a n d , t h e f u r l o n g s , w e r e 

b r o u g h t i n t o t h e s y s t e m , p e r h a p s a t t h i s t ime b e i n g d i v i d e d i n t o 

s t r i p s . The next f u r l o n g to b e fo rmed wou ld b e t h a t o p p o s i t e t h e 

f i r s t , a c r o s s t h e c e n t r a l d i v i d i n g l i n e , w h i c h p r o b a b l y b e g a n to 
ft-

t a k e on i t s i n t e n d e d f u n c t i o n a s a n a c c e s ^ w a y . The s y s t e m wou ld 

c o n t i n u e to b e fo rmed in t h i s w a y u n t i l , f o r w h a t e v e r r e a s o n , i t 

w a s d e c i d e d to s t o p . At some l a t e r d a t e , w h e n t h e r e w a s a 

n e e d f o r more l a n d , e x t r a f u r l o n g s w e r e a d d e d t o t h e s o u t h of 

e a c h f i e l d , a n d i n f i l l i n g of t h e accessjways w a s p e r m i t t e d . Th i s 

i s a g e n e r a l mode l , a n d d e l i b e r a t e l y no c h r o n o l o g i c a l p a r a m e t e r s 

h a v e b e e n a p p l i e d to a n y of t h e t h r e e s t a g e s , t h a t is t h e i n i t i a l 

f u r l o n g d e v e l o p m e n t , t h e l a t e r i n f i l l i n g , a n d t h e s u b d i v i s i o n , in 

a t l e a s t one c a s e of a f i e l d i n t o t h r e e r o u g h l y e q u a l p a r t s . 

T h e r e m a y a l s o h a v e b e e n o p e n - f i e l d l a n d i n S h e r b o r n e S t . John 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e m a n o r a n d v i l l of S h e r b o r n e C o u d r a y , w h i c h 

l a y in t h e n o r t h - e a s t of t h e p a r i s h , 326 a c r e s of a r a b l e c o m p r i s i n g 

t h e b u l k of t h e m a n o r ' s l a n d i n 1361.^^ The f i e l d s in t h e a r e a 

of t h i s m a n o r , a r o u n d The V y n e , h a v e t h e s ame c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 

AS those f i e l d s e l s e w h e r e i n t h e s t u d y a r e a w h i c h a r e s u s p e c t e d 

to b e e a r l y e n c l o s u r e s of o p e n - f i e l d l a n d . A f u r t h e r a r e a of 

o p e n - f i e l d l a n d m a y a l s o h a v e l a i n a t t h e Hil l E n d , i n t h e n o r t h -
28 

wes t of t h e p a r i s h . 

I n Monk S h e r b o r n e ( f i g . 7 . 7 ) , t h e p a r i s h to t h e w e s t of S h e r b o r n e 

S t . J o h n , t h e e v i d e n c e a g a i n i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e m a j o r i t y of t h e 

s o u t h e r n h a l f of t h e p a r i s h w a s o p e n - f i e l d l a n d , a l t h o u g h no 

p r e c i s e d e t a i l s , o t h e r t h a n t h e b o u n d a r i e s of De l l F i e l d a n d 
29 

E a s t F i e l d , w h i c h s u r v i v e d i n t o t h e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y , a r e 

k n o w n . In a d d i t i o n to t h e f i e l d s in t h e s o u t h e r n h a l f of t h e 

p a r i s h t h e r e m a y a l s o h a v e b e e n a s m a l l open f i e l d on w h a t i s 
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30 
t o d a y known a s K n a p p H i l l , i n t h e n o r t h of t h e p a r i s h . 

North of t h i s b a n d of p a r i s h e s a l o n g t h e s o u t h e r n e d g e of t h e 

s t u d y a r e a , t h e s o u r c e s s u g g e s t t h a t in some p a r i s h e s o p e n 

f i e l d s may n e v e r h a v e e x i s t e d , w h i l s t i n o t h e r s t h e o p e n f i e l d s 

were o f t e n i n d i v i d u a l l y s m a l l , a l t h o u g h t h e r e c o u l d be s e v e r a l 

i n one p a r i s h in a m u l t i p l e f i e l d s y s t e m . 

In B r a m l e y ( f i g . 7 . 8 ) , some s t r i p s s u r v i v e d u n e n c l o s e d i n t o 

t h e 1 8 3 0 ' s , when t h e y a p p e a r e d on t h e p a r i s h t i t h e map l y i n g 
31 

s o u t h - e a s t of t h e s e t t l e m e n t , b y t h e c h u r c h . The n o t c h e d 

f i e l d b o u n d a r i e s , f o s s i l i z i n g f u r l o n g b o u n d a r i e s , show t h a t t h e 

ma in b l o c k of o p e n - f i e l d l a n d in t h i s a r e a w a s b o u n d e d to t h e 

wes t b y B e a u r e p a i r e p a r k , to t h e e a s t b y t h e n o r t h - s o u t h r o a d 

r u n n i n g h a l f - a - k i l o m e t r e to t h e wes t of B u l l s d o w n F a r m , a n d 

to t h e n o r t h b y t h e m a i n r o a d r u n n i n g p a s t t h e c h u r c h . 

Acco rd ing to t h e t i t h e a w a r d , t h i s a r e a w a s k n o w n a s 

' B u r g h f i e l d s ' to t h e n o r t h , a n d ' F u r t h e r B u r g h f i e l d s ' t o t h e 

s o u t h , a w a y f rom t h e v i l l a g e . I n t h e m e d i e v a l p e r i o d t h e r e 

were p o s s i b l y o t h e r open f i e l d s , a g r a n t of 1338 r e f e r r i n g to a 
s e l i o n of l a n d i n a l a r g e c r o f t ( u n a c r o f t a m a g n a ) c a l l e d 

32 

' N o r t h a m ' , t h i s t e r m i n o l o g y p e r h a p s s u g g e s t i n g t h a t t h i s w a s 

a d i s c r e t e f i e l d , no t a f u r l o n g in t h e m a i n b l o c k of o p e n - f i e l d 

l a n d . No th ing more i s known of t h i s f i e l d , a n d o v e r a l l t h e 

f o u r t e e n o r so k n o w n m e d i e v a l c h a r t e r s d e a l i n g d i r e c t l y w i t h 
33 

t h e p a r i s h r e v e a l r e m a r k a b l y l i t t l e a b o u t i t s f i e l d s i n g e n e r a l . 

F i e l d s of t h e t y p e s u g g e s t e d to be e a r l y e n c l o s u r e s of o p e n - f i e l d 

l a n d , some w i t h n o t c h e d e d g e s , a p p e a r i n t h e n o r t h - e a s t e r n 

q u a r t e r of t h e p a r i s h , a n d t h i s may h a v e b e e n w h e r e ' N o r t h a m ' 

l a y , b u t r e a l l y t h i s i s o n l y a g u e s s . 

Very s i m i l a r e v i d e n c e e x i s t s f o r S t r a t f i e l d Saye ( f i g . 7 . 9 ) , w h e r e 

c h a r t e r s of t h e l a t e t w e l f t h a n d e a r l y t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y p r o v i d e 

t h e n a m e s of s e v e r a l f i e l d s w h e r e s t r i p c u l t i v a t i o n w a s p r a c t i s e d . ' 

The m a i n a r e a of o p e n - f i e l d l a n d i s i n d i c a t e d b y t h e t i t h e map 
35 

t o h a v e l a i n i n t h e c e n t r e of t h e p a r i s h , w i t h , a g a i n , t h e 

p r e s e n c e of n o t c h e d e d g e s to t h e f i e l d s a n d t h e s u r v i v a l of t h e 

name ' B u r g h f i e l d s ' b e i n g t h e i n d i c a t i v e f a c t o r s . I n t h i s c a s e 

t h e a n t i q u i t y of t h e ' B u r g h f i e l d s ' n a m e c a n be p r o v e n , a s a 

g r a n t of 1310 d e a l s w i t h two p i e c e s of l a n d in t h e f i e l d c a l l e d 

34 
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B u r i f e l d . ^ ^ I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t t h i s i s t h e s a m e a r e a w h i c h w a s 

r e f e r r e d to i n a g r a n t of 1276, a s a n a c r e in t h e ' g r e a t f i e l d ' 
37 

(magno campo) of S t r a t f i e l d S a y e . Both t h e p r o b a b l e n o r t h , 

a n d s o u t h , b o u n d a r i e s of t h i s m a j o r b l o c k of o p e n - f i e l d l a n d 

a r e fo rmed b y r o a d s l e a d i n g f r o m F a i r o a k to K i n g s F a r m . 

Both c h a r t e r a n d map e v i d e n c e s u g g e s t t h e e x i s t e n c e of o t h e r , 

s m a l l e r , a r e a s of s t r i p c u l t i v a t i o n . To t h e n o r t h of B u r g h f i e l d s , 

b u t s o u t h of Wigmore, l a y a n a r e a of common a r a b l e k n o w n a s 

Gose f lod , f i r s t m e n t i o n e d i n 1276. A f u r t h e r a r e a l a y i n t h e 

s o u t h - w e s t of t h e p a r i s h a t l a W i d e r u d i n g e , t h e n a m e i n d i c a t i n g 

a r e l a t i v e l y l a t e c l e a r a n c e d a t e , t h e f i r s t d o c u m e n t a r y 
qq 

r e f e r e n c e to i t b e i n g c . 1 2 3 0 - 5 0 . 

The re a r e m e n t i o n s of s i x a c r e s i n l a F e l d l o n d of S t r a t f i e l d 

T u r g i s ( f i g . 7 . 1 0 ) i n 1294 a n d 1332,40 a n d t h e m a p e v i d e n c e 

i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e o p e n - f i e l d l a n d , p r e s u m a b l y t h i s , l a y to t h e 

wes t of t h e r o a d b i s e c t i n g t h e p a r i s h f rom n o r t h to s o u t h . The 

a b s e n c e of known l a t e r r e f e r e n c e s to open f i e l d s i n t h i s p a r i s h 

once a g a i n p r o b a b l y i n d i c a t e s t h a t e n c l o s u r e o c c u r r e d a t a n 

e a r l y d a t e . 

In t h e r e m a i n i n g f o u r p a r i s h e s , of S h e r f i e l d on L o d d o n , P a m b e r , 

S i l c h e s t e r a n d H a r t l e y Wespa l l ( f i g s . 7 . 1 1 ; 7 .12 ; 7.13; 7 . 1 4 ) , 

t h e r e i s e v e n l e s s e v i d e n c e of o p e n - f i e l d l a n d , a n d c e r t a i n l y 

none of e x t e n s i v e t r a c t s t h e r e o f . For t h e l a t t e r p a r i s h t h e r e 

i s no e v i d e n c e w h a t s o e v e r , e i t h e r w r i t t e n o r p h y s i c a l , of 

a n y t h i n g o t h e r t h a n s e v e r a l c u l t i v a t i o n i n c l o s e s . I n S i l c h e s t e r , 

John a t t e F e l d e w a s l i s t e d in t h e 1332 l a y s u b s i d y , a n d t h e 

' f i e l d ' e l emen t r e f e r r e d to w a s p o s s i b l y a n a r e a of o p e n - f i e l d 
4-2 

l a n d . The t i t h e map shows v a r i o u s f i e l d b o u n d a r i e s to t h e 

wes t of t h e c e n t r e of t h e p a r i s h w h i c h a p p e a r t o b e e n c l o s e d 

p a r c e l s of s t r i p s , t h e w i d t h of t h e f i e l d s i n d i c a t i n g t h a t i n some 

c a s e s p e r h a p s a s few a s two o r t h r e e s t r i p s h a d b e e n e n c l o s e d 

o r e n g r o s s e d . S ince t h e 1830 ' s t h e s e h a v e b e e n t h r o w n i n t o 

l a r g e r f i e l d s . The e v i d e n c e , t h e r e f o r e , s u g g e s t s t h a t i n 

S i l c h e s t e r t h e r e w a s some o p e n - f i e l d l a n d , a n d t h a t t h i s w a s 

s u b j e c t to p i e c e m e a l e n c l o s u r e . As i n s e v e r a l of t h e o t h e r 

p a r i s h e s i n t h e s t u d y a r e a , t h i s i s l i k e l y to h a v e o c c u r r e d a t 

a r e l a t i v e l y e a r l y d a t e ; none of t h e e a r l y t r a v e l l e r s who 
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43 
v i s i t e d S i l c h e s t e r a n d l e f t d e s c r i p t i o n s of t h e Roman town a n d 

i t s s u r r o u n d i n g s men t ion t h e open f i e l d o r f i e l d s , a l t h o u g h t h e y 

do n o t e t h e wooded a s p e c t of t h e l a n d s c a p e , t h e m a n o r a n d 

t h e c h u r c h , a n d t h e g e n e r a l l i e of t h e l a n d . I n P a m b e r , in 

1428, l e G r e t e f e l d , p a r t of K n o v i l e , w a s l e a s e d . T h i s w a s a n 

o ld a s s a r t , a n d , j u d g i n g b y t h e s i z e of t h e r e n t , 14£. to t h e 

k i n g f o r t h e a s s a r t a n d 2 s , to t h e l e s s o r , w a s , a s i t s name 

s u g g e s t s , l a r g e r t h a n most f i e l d s i n t h e p a r i s h . The e tymology 

f u r t h e r s u g g e s t s t h a t t h i s m a y h a v e been a n o p e n f i e l d , t h e 

' g r e a t f i e l d ' of S t r a t f i e l d S a y e , m e n t i o n e d in 1276, h a v i n g 

a l r e a d y b e e n d i s c u s s e d , b e l o w . 

In h i s d i s c u s s i o n of t h e w o o d l a n d f i e l d s y s t e m s of t h e wes t 

m i d l a n d s R o b e r t s comments t h a t w i d e l o c a l v a r i a t i o n i s v i s i b l e 

i n t h e p r o p o r t i o n of o p e n - f i e l d l a n d , a s c o m p a r e d to t h a t 

h e l d i n e n c l o s e d s e v e r a l t i e s . ^ ^ C l e a r l y , i n a d d i t i o n to i n b u i l t , 

u n d e r l y i n g , f o r m a t i o n d e t e r m i n a n t s , s u c h a s g e o l o g y a n d s o i l 

t y p e , e s t a t e - s p e c i f i c f o r c e s w i l l b e p r e s e n t t h r o u g h t h e 

i n f l u e n c e of i n d i v i d u a l or communa l d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g . In t h e 

f o l l o w i n g d i s c u s s i o n no a t t e m p t w i l l be made t o c o n s i d e r a n d 

e v a l u a t e t h e v a r i o u s models w h i c h h a v e b e e n p r o p o s e d to 

a c c o u n t f o r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of o p e n - f i e l d f a r m i n g a s a p r e f e r r e d 

method of a r a b l e p r o d u c t i o n , a n d t h e d i s c u s s i o n w i l l b e 

c o n f i n e d p r i m a r i l y to t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p s b e t w e e n f i e l d - f o r m s a n d 

s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n s . 

I n g e n e r a l , w h e r e m u l t i p l e o p e n f i e l d s a r e f o u n d i n a n a r e a two , 

b r o a d l y o p p o s i n g , p r o c e s s e s m a y h a v e b e e n a t w o r k to p r o d u c e 

t h e o b s e r v e d p a t t e r n . F i r s t l y , i t h a s in some c a s e s b e e n 

o b s e r v e d t h a t a n i n i t i a l l y l i m i t e d n u m b e r of o p e n f i e l d s b e c a m e 

d i v i d e d or f r a g m e n t e d into a l a r g e r n u m b e r of s m a l l e r o n e s , 

somet imes t h i s o c c u r r i n g a f t e r p i e c e m e a l e n c l o s u r e of a n a r e a 

of o p e n - f i e l d l a n d . In t h e s t u d y a r e a i t w a s s u g g e s t e d , a b o v e , 

t h a t t h e o p e n f i e l d s of B a s i n g s t o k e may h a v e b e e n e x t e n d e d a t 

a r e l a t i v e l y l a t e d a t e t h r o u g h t h e f o r m a l i n t e g r a t i o n of H a t c h 

F i e l d i n t o t h e s y s t e m , a n d i t w a s shown t h a t i n S h e r b o r n e S t . 

John a t l e a s t one of t h e open f i e l d s w a s s u b d i v i d e d i n t o t h r e e 

o n l y a t some s t a g e s u b s e q u e n t to i t r e a c h i n g i t s f u l l s p a t i a l 

e x t e n t . 

A l t e r n a t i v e l y , m u l t i p l e open f i e l d s w i t h i n a p a r i s h may be t h e 
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' o r i g i n a l ' p a t t e r n , a l b e i t one t h a t m a y h a v e e v o l v e d g r a d u a l l y . 

These c o u l d , i n d u e c o u r s e , e i t h e r be e n c l o s e d a n d p a s s i n t o 

s e v e r a l c u l t i v a t i o n , or e l s e b e a m a l g a m a t e d w i t h o t h e r open 

f i e l d s to form l a r g e r u n i t s . I t h a s a l r e a d y b e e n d e m o n s t r a t e d 

t h a t m u l t i p l e o p e n - f i e l d s were p r e s e n t i n t h e m e d i e v a l l a n d -

s c a p e of m a n y of t h e p a r i s h e s i n t h e s t u d y a r e a , i n o t h e r w o r d s 

t h a t t h e y w e r e ' o r i g i n a l ' f e a t u r e s . 

F i e l d s a n d R e l a t e d S e t t l e m e n t s 

I t c a n f u r t h e r b e shown t h a t t h e r e w a s a h i g h d e g r e e of 

c o r r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n i n d i v i d u a l s e t t l e m e n t n u c l e i a n d i n d i v i d u a l 

f i e l d s ; in o t h e r w o r d s , t h e r e may h a v e been s e v e r a l 

i n d i v i d u a l s e t t l e m e n t s , e a c h w i t h a g r e a t e r o r l e s s e r a r e a of 

o p e n - f i e l d l a n d , i n e a c h p a r i s h . These may h a v e e v o l v e d 

s e p a r a t e l y , o v e r a c o n s i d e r a b l e t i m e , a n d , a s h a s b e e n s a i d , 

c o n t i n u e d to e v o l v e , p r o d u c i n g in t ime a more i n t e g r a t e d f i e l d 

sy s t em w i t h i n t h e p a r i s h . In no c a s e i s i t p o s s i b l e to s t u d y 

t h i s p r o c e s s i n a n y d e t a i l f rom t h e a v a i l a b l e , l i m i t e d , e v i d e n c e . 

As f a r a s c a n b e s e e n , b o t h B a s i n g a n d B a s i n g s t o k e w e r e 

h i g h l y n u c l e a t e d s e t t l e m e n t s i n t h e m e d i e v a l p e r i o d , a n d t h i s 

i s r e f l e c t e d i n t h e i r f i e l d s y s t e m s , w h i c h were i n t e g r a t e d u n i t s 

a t l e a s t p a r t i a l l y s u r r o u n d i n g e a c h s e t t l e m e n t . I n S h e r b o r n e 

S t . J o h n , t h e o p e n f i e l d s fo rmed a n i n t e g r a t e d b l o c k to t h e 

s o u t h of t h e p a r i s h , b u t i t i s p o s s i b l e to s u g g e s t a n o l d e r 

a s s o c i a t i o n of s p e c i f i c f i e l d s w i t h i n d i v i d u a l f o c i of s e t t l e m e n t 

w h i c h , in t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , a n d p e r h a p s a l r e a d y i n t h e 

t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , h a d j o i n e d to form t h e l o o s e l y - l i n k e d v i l l a g e . 

The f o c i of West End a n d C h u r c h End h a v e t h e i r c o r r e s p o n d i n g 

f i e l d s i n West End F i e l d a n d C h u r c h End Midd le F i e l d , w i t h 

S p i t t l e End F i e l d l y i n g b e t w e e n t h e two , s u g g e s t i n g t h e p o s s i b i l i t y 

of a n o t h e r f o c u s . An e a r l y f i f t e e n t h - c e n t u r y c h a r t e r f u r t h e r 

r e f e r s to l a n d l y i n g a t t h e h y l l e e n d e of S h e r b o r n e S t . J o h n , ^ ^ 

a n d t h e s i t e of t h i s c a n b e shown to h a v e b e e n i n t h e n o r t h -

wes t of t h e p a r i s h , s t i l l v i s i b l e i n t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y a s a n 

a r e a of c l e a r e d l a n d b o u n d e d b y , on t h e one h a n d , B e a u r e p a i r e 

P a r k , a n d on t h e o t h e r s i d e w o o d l a n d . No th ing more i s k n o w n 

of t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of t h i s ' e n d ' , b u t in t h e l i g h t of w h a t i s 

known of s i m i l a r s e t t l e m e n t s i n t h e s t u d y a r e a , i t i s a t l e a s t 
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p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e r e w a s a n a r e a of o p e n - f i e l d l a n d h e r e . T h i s 

h a s a l r e a d y b e e n p r o p o s e d a s b e i n g l i k e l y f o r S h e r b o r n e 

C o u d r a y , i n t h e n o r t h - w e s t of t h e p a r i s h ( a b o v e ) . 

A s i m i l a r c a s e may b e B r a m l e y , a l t h o u g h t h e e v i d e n c e i s 

s l i g h t l y l e s s c l e a r . B u r g h f i e l d s a n d F u r t h e r B u r g h f i e l d s , 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e m a i n n u c l e a t e d s e t t l e m e n t a r o u n d t h e c h u r c h , 

h a v e a l r e a d y b e e n m e n t i o n e d . Th i s s e t t l e m e n t w a s a lmos t 

c e r t a i n l y t h a t r e f e r r e d to a s Le Westende i n a g r a n t of a h o u s e 

t h e r e in 1352, t h e n a m e s u g g e s t i n g t h e e x i s t e n c e of a t l e a s t 

one o t h e r f o c u s of s e t t l e m e n t in t h e p a r i s h . One s u c h focus 

w a s p r o b a b l y a t , w h a t b y t h e p o s t m e d i e v a l p e r i o d h a d become 
/g 

known a s Bramley G r e e n , a t t h e e a s t e r n e n d of t h e m a i n 

b l o c k of o p e n - f i e l d l a n d . T h i s w a s p r o b a b l y t h e h a m l e t k n o w n 

i n t h e f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y a s Bu l l s Down, w h i c h w a s p r e s u m a b l y 

a t t a c h e d i n some w a y to t h e m a n o r of t h a t n a m e t o t h e s o u t h . 

A t h i r d f o c u s w a s a t l a L a c h m e r e , to t h e wes t of t h e c h u r c h , 

s i t u a t e d , l i k e B u l l s d o w n , a b o u t a mi le a n d a h a l f t h e r e f r o m . 

I t f i g u r e s in s e v e r a l g r a n t s of t h e t h i r t e e n t h a n d f o u r t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y of l a n d i n B r a m l e y o r P a m b e r , ^ ^ a n d h a d d e v e l o p e d 

i n t o a ' g r e e n ' b y t h e s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y . Both h a m l e t s may 

h a v e h a d a s s o c i a t e d o p e n - f i e l d l a n d . I t seems l i k e l y t h a t if t h i s 

d i d e x i s t a t Bu l l sdown i t w a s e n c l o s e d to fo rm t h e s e v e n t e e n t h -
50 

c e n t u r y p a r k t h e r e , w h i c h seems to h a v e l a i n to t h e wes t of 

t h e p r e s e n t f a r m ; t h e f i e l d - s h a p e s t h e r e a g a i n s u g g e s t e a r l y 

e n c l o s u r e . 

I n S t r a t f i e l d S a y e , t h e c h u r c h a n d m a n o r w e r e s i t u a t e d i n t h e 

e x t r e m e e a s t of t h e p a r i s h by t h e R i v e r L o d d o n , p e r h a p s 

s u g g e s t i n g a n o r i g i n a l c l e a r a n c e f rom t h e r i v e r e a s t w a r d s . 

T h i s c l e a r a n c e e i t h e r l e d t o , o r , more p r o b a b l y , w a s f a c i l i t a t e d 

b y t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of d i s c r e M / h a m l e t s . The s i t e of t h e 
51 

p r e s e n t v i l l a g e , k n o w n , a t l e a s t b y 1759, a s W e s t e n d G r e e n , 

w a s p r o b a b l y one s u c h s i t e , a n d t h e r e may h a v e b e e n a n o t h e r 

a t ' S o u t h e n d ' , t h e f i r s t - k n o w n men t ion of w h i c h o c c u r s i n 

1478. Th i s name i s p e r p e t u a t e d b y t h e mode rn S o u t h e n d F a r m , 

w h i c h l i e s to t h e s o u t h of w h a t h a s b e e n s u g g e s t e d , a b o v e , t o 

h a v e b e e n t h e m a i n a r e a of o p e n - f i e l d l a n d . 

R e f e r e n c e s to F a i r o a k a r e k n o w n f rom t h e t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y 
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53 
o n w a r d s , t h i s h a m l e t l y i n g a t t h e w e s t e r n e x t r e m i t y of t h e 

c e n t r a l open f i e l d b l o c k . C l e a r l y i t w a s a w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d 

h a m l e t of some s i z e , a n d i t s p o s i t i o n i n d i c a t e s t h a t i t s 

i n h a b i t a n t s h a d a t l e a s t a p a r t of t h e i r a r a b l e h o l d i n g s in 

t h e o p e n f i e l d s . C h a r t e r e v i d e n c e f u r t h e r s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e r e 

55 
w a s a h a m l e t a t Widemere^^ ( n e a r t h e modern Wigmore F a r m ) , 

w h i c h w a s p o s s i b l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e o p e n f i e l d of G o s e f l o d , ' 

w h i c h l a y to t h e s o u t h of t h i s . In t h e f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y , when 

t h e Heywood e s t a t e w a s s o l d , i t i n c l u d e d six m e s s u a g e s a n d s i x 
56 

t o f t s ; t h e r e i s no f u r t h e r e v i d e n c e c o n c e r n i n g t h e s e , a n d 

a l t h o u g h t h e y c o u l d h a v e b e e n a n y w h e r e i n t h e a r e a i t i s most 

l i k e l y t h a t t h e s e l a y e i t h e r i n t h e i m m e d i a t e a r e a of w h a t i s 

now H e y w o o d ' s F a r m , o r e l s e in t h e s o u t h e n d h a m l e t . 

V a r i o u s b l o c k s of o p e n - f i e l d l a n d in S t r a t f i e l d S a y e w e r e 

m e n t i o n e d i n l a t e t w e l f t h a n d e a r l y t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y g r a n t s , 
57 58 59 

s u c h a s A l a n g e t h o r n , a n d E u e r w o r t h e o r V u e w o r t h . The 

c o n t e x t does not m a k e i t c l e a r w h e t h e r t h e s e w e r e d i s c r e e t 

open f i e l d s , o r , a s i s more p r o b a b l e , f u r l o n g s o r s h o t t s w i t h i n 

t h e b u r g h f i e l d s . Also u n l o c a t e d i s t h e f o r k of a r a b l e l y i n g in 

H y n i g g e s w o d , a n d a n a s s a r t e d f i e l d c a l l e d L i t t l e F r i t h , w h i c h 

a t i t h e i n q u i s i t i o n t a k e n i n 1265^^ i n d i c a t e s w a s no t h e l d i n 

s e v e r a l t y . 

I n t h e p a r i s h of S h e r f i e l d on Loddon t h e c h u r c h a n d m a n o r a t 

C h u r c h End w a s , b y t h e mid n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , no l o n g e r t h e 

f o c u s of s e t t l e m e n t i n t h e p a r i s h , t h i s t h e n b e i n g a t S h e r f i e l d 

G r e e n , a k i l o m e t r e to t h e n o r t h . T h e r e i s a s t r o n g c a s e f o r 

a r g u i n g t h a t t h i s i s a c a s e w h e r e a v i l l a g e moved f rom one 

s i t e to q u i t e a d i f f e r e n t o n e , in t h i s i n s t a n c e t h e s h i f t o c c u r r i n g 

b y , o r i n , 1274. In t h i s y e a r John a n d Amice W i n t e r s h u l l w e r e 

g r a n t e d t h e c u s t o d y of t h e m a n o r , a n d p r o c e e d e d to e i t h e r 

c r e a t e , o r e x t e n d , t h e p a r k a t t a c h e d to t h e m a n o r , p r o b a b l y to 

t h e 8 0 - a c r e s i z e a t w h i c h i t s tood i n 1332.^^ I n e x c h a n g e f o r 

l a n d w h i c h t h e y took f rom t h e men of S h e r f i e l d f o r t h e i r p a r k 

t h e W i n t e r s h u l l s g r a n t e d them q u i t t a n c e of a c e r t a i n r e n t a n d 

common i n t h e p a s t u r e s c a l l e d S h e r f i e l d a n d La B r e c h e . ^ ^ The 

s i t u a t i o n of t h e mode rn Breech F a r m , j u s t to t h e e a s t of 

S h e r f i e l d G r e e n , s u g g e s t s t h a t t h i s c o m p e n s a t o r y common l a n d 

w a s e i t h e r g r a n t e d c l o s e to w h a t h a d a l r e a d y d e v e l o p e d i n t o 
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t h e ma in f o c u s of s e t t l e m e n t i n t h e p a r i s h , or a l t e r n a t i v e l y , 

t h a t i t w a s on to t h i s l a n d t h a t t h e v i l l a g e s u b s e q u e n t l y 

s h i f t e d . In o t h e r w o r d s , t h i s may b e a c a s e of v i l l a g e 

d e s e r t i o n t h r o u g h i m p a r k m e n t a t a v e r y e a r l y d a t e . C e r t a i n l y , 

w h a t i s known of John a n d Amice W i n t e r s h u l l f r o m t h e i r 

a c t i v i t i e s e l s e w h e r e i n t h e a r e a shows t h a t t h e y c o u l d b e 

e n t e r p r i s i n g , r u t h l e s s a n d d a m a g i n g to o t h e r s ' i n t e r e s t s . 

W h a t e v e r , t h e e v i d e n c e s u p p o r t s t h e c o n t e n t i o n t h a t b y t h e 

l a t e t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h e m a i n s e t t l e m e n t in S h e r f i e l d w a s 

no l o n g e r a t C h u r c h End b u t a t S h e r f i e l d G r e e n , a n d t h a t a t 

l e a s t a p a r t of t h e common l a n d a t t h e f o r m e r s i t e h a d b e e n 

t a k e n i n t o t h e s e i g n e u r i a l p a r k . 

From t h e 25 o r so c h a r t e r s w h i c h d e a l d i r e c t l y w i t h l a n d i n 

P a m b e r , i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o d e t e r m i n e how much l a n d w a s c l e a r 

of wood i n t h e p a r i s h , a n d w h e r e , a n d i n w h a t f o r m , t h e 

s e t t l e m e n t w a s . I n t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y ( f i g . 7 . 1 2 ) t h e m a j o r 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n of s e t t l e m e n t w a s a l o n g b o t h s i d e s of t h e m a i n 

n o r t h - s o u t h r o a d t h r o u g h t h e p a r i s h , w i t h i r r e g u l a r i t y of c r o f t 

s i z e a n d s p a c i n g b e i n g e v e r y w h e r e a p p a r e n t . H o w e v e r , to t h e 

e a s t of t h i s r o a d , a n d s o u t h of t h e w o o d l a n d , w a s a n a r e a of 

r o u g h l y r e c t a n g u l a r b l o c k s of l a n d , some w i t h a h o u s e on t h e 

r o a d f r o n t a g e , g i v i n g t h e a p p e a r a n c e of o v e r s i z e c r o f t s a n d 

t o f t s ( t h e y a v e r a g e c .̂ 250 x 50m.). T h e r e w a s a n i r r e g u l a r 

o u t e r e d g e to t h i s a r e a of land, a n d i t seems l i k e l y t h a t t h i s 

r e p r e s e n t s t h e , o r one of t h e , m e d i e v a l c l e a r a n c e s w i t h i n t h e 

p a r i s h , w i t h t h e s q u a r e r c r o f t s f u r t h e r u p t h e m a i n r o a d to t h e 

n o r t h r e p r e s e n t i n g l a t e r s q u a t t e r c l e a r a n c e s . T h e o r i g i n a l 

m e d i e v a l focus of s e t t l e m e n t i n t h e p a r i s h a p p e a r s to h a v e 

c e n t r e d on t h e c r o s s r o a d s i n t h e s o u t h of t h e p a r i s h , t o d a y 

known a s P a m b e r E n d , t h i s l y i n g 400 m e t r e s n o r t h - e a s t of Monk 

S h e r b o r n e p r i o r y , t h e c h u r c h of w h i c h s e r v e d a s t h e p a r i s h 

c h u r c h of P a m b e r . 

S e v e r a l l a t e f o u r t e e n t h a n d e a r l y f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y g r a n t s of 

l a n d r e f e r to a p a r t of P a m b e r known a s K n o v i l e s l o n d ^ ^ o r 

K n o v i l e , ^ ^ w h i c h h a d a s s o c i a t e d w i t h i t , a s d i s c u s s e d a b o v e , a 

G r e t e f e l d , a n d i t wou ld seem p r o b a b l e t h a t t h i s w a s y e t a n o t h e r 

c a s e w h e r e a s m a l l h a m l e t h a d a n a s s o c i a t e d a r e a of o p e n - f i e l d 
£ 

l a n d . T h e r e may h a v e b e e n a f u r t h e r s e t t l e m e n t a t Le G o l d o k s , 

f rom w h e n c e r a n a r o a d to L a t c h m e r e . T h i s i s n o t p o s i t i v e l y 
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l o c a t e d , b u t t h e l a t t e r f a c t s u g g e s t s t h a t i t m a y h a v e b e e n t h e 

s e t t l e m e n t k n o w n , a t l e a s t s i n c e 1695, a s L i t t l e L o n d o n . 

In S i l c h e s t e r , t h e c h u r c h a n d m a n o r a r e s i t u a t e d t o g e t h e r , i n 

t h e e a s t e r n p a r t of t h e i n t e r i o r of t h e Roman w a l l e d t o w n . 

The re i s no p h y s i c a l o r d o c u m e n t a r y e v i d e n c e of a n u c l e a t e d 

s e t t l e m e n t h e r e , o r a n y w h e r e e l s e in t h e p a r i s h , a l t h o u g h a 

t w e l f t h - c e n t u r y h a l l h a s r e c e n t l y b e e n f o u n d n e a r b y , w i t h i n t h e 
70 

Roman a m p h i t h e a t r e . I f , h o w e v e r , t h e s u g g e s t i o n m a d e a b o v e 

i s a c c e p t e d , t h a t t h e r e w a s a n a r e a of o p e n - f i e l d l a n d i n t h e 

c e n t r e of t h e p a r i s h , t h i s b e g s t h e q u e s t i o n of w h e t h e r t h e r e 

c a n b e t h e one w i t h o u t t h e o t h e r , o p e n - f i e l d l a n d w i t h o u t 

n u c l e a t e d s e t t l e m e n t . 

I t i s c l e a r , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t i n t h e t h i r t e e n t h a n d f o u r t e e n t h 

c e n t u r i e s t h e s t u d y a r e a w a s c l e a r l y d i v i d e d i n t o two , i n t e r m s 

of i t s f i e l d , a n d s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n s . In t h e s o u t h were l a r g e , 

c o m p a c t a r e a s of o p e n - f i e l d l a n d , w i t h a s s o c i a t e d n u c l e a t e d 

s e t t l e m e n t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y in B a s i n g a n d B a s i n g s t o k e . To t h e 

n o r t h w e r e s m a l l e r , more d i s p e r s e d s e t t l e m e n t s of t h e h a m l e t 

t y p e , w h i c h g e n e r a l l y h a d a n a r e a of o p e n - f i e l d l a n d a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h t h e m , w h i c h w a s i n some c a s e s d i v i d e d i n t o more t h a n one 

f i e l d . The ' e n d ' v i l l a g e s in t h e s t u d y a r e a s u g g e s t , t h o u g h , 

t h a t to c h a r a c t e r i z e t h e Loddon a r e a a s one e x h i b i t i n g two 

f u n d a m e n t a l l y d i f f e r e n t fo rms of s e t t l e m e n t i s t o m i s u n d e r s t a n d 

t h e e v i d e n c e , w h i c h r a t h e r i n d i c a t e s t h a t w h a t c a n be s een a r e 

t h e v a r i o u s s t a g e s of a s i n g l e p r o c e s s of l a n d s c a p e d e v e l o p m e n t 

a l l p r e s e n t t o g e t h e r a t one t i m e , t h e s t a g e of d e v e l o p m e n t 

r e a c h e d in a n y one c a s e b e i n g d u e to t h e p r e s e n c e , a n d 

e f f e c t , both p r i o r to a n d d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d u n d e r d i s c u s s i o n , 

of u n d e r l y i n g f o r m a t i o n d e t e r m i n a n t s . The v a r i o u s s t a g e s of 

d e v e l o p m e n t c a n b e b e s t i l l u s t r a t e d b y m e a n s of a f low 

d i a g r a m ( f i g . 7 . 1 5 ) ; i t mus t a g a i n be r e m e m b e r e d t h a t w h a t i s 

b e i n g p r e s e n t e d i s a g e n e r a l i z e d model of d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d 

h e n c e i n no t e v e r y c a s e w i l l a c t u a l e x a m p l e s c o n f o r m to a 

p a r t i c u l a r s t a g e of t h e mode l . I t i s no t p r o p o s e d a t t h i s 

s t a g e to c o n s i d e r t h e s e f o r m a t i o n d e t e r m i n a n t s ; t h e s e w i l l b e 

c o n s i d e r e d a f t e r t h e o t h e r c o m p o n e n t s of t h e m e d i e v a l l a n d s c a p e 
7 1 

h a v e b e e n d i s c u s s e d . 
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S i m i l a r f i e l d s y s t e m s h a v e b e e n n o t e d e l s e w h e r e . Roden , in 

h i s s t u d y of B u c k i n g h a m s h i r e , n o t e d how, in t h e c e n t r e of 

t h a t c o u n t y , l a t e w o o d l a n d c l e a r a n c e s c o u l d p r o d u c e a p a t t e r n 

of s m a l l o p e n - f i e l d s a n d l a r g e a m o u n t s of e n c l o s e d a r a b l e 

l a n d w h i c h g a v e , i n a b o u t 1300, " a m u l t i p l i c i t y of common 

f i e l d s (some d e s c r i b e d a s ' c r o f t ' ) , a s s a r t s , h e d g e d c l o s e s , 
72 

w o o d l a n d a n d h a m l e t s " . R o b e r t s ' s work on t h e w e s t m i d l a n d s 

h a s s i m i l a r l y h i g h l i g h t e d t h e w i d e v a r i a t i o n s v i s i b l e i n t h e 
73 

a m o u n t s of o p e n - f i e l d l a n d p r e s e n t i n a d j a c e n t p a r i s h e s . 

E c c l e s h a l l , i n S t a f f o r d s h i r e , i s i n m a n y w a y s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

of t h i s r e g i o n , t h e ma in s e t t l e m e n t , w i t h p r o b a b l y two o p e n 

f i e l d s a t t a c h e d to i t , b e i n g s u r r o u n d e d b y s e v e r a l h a m l e t s 

e a c h w i t h one o r more ' t o w n f i e l d s ' . Some s t r i p s s u r v i v e d 
i n t o t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , b u t most h a d b e e n e n c l o s e d b y 

1L 

1700. In Kent , i t h a s b e e n s i m i l a r l y c o n c l u d e d , t h a t "open 

f i e l d s w e r e p r o b a b l y mos t ly s m a l l b u t n u m e r o u s , a n d 

a s s o c i a t e d a s much w i t h d i s p e r s e d f a r m s t e a d s a n d h a m l e t s a s 

w i t h v i l l a g e s " . 

Enc lo sed S e v e r a l t i e s 

P u t t i n g a s i d e l a n d g i v e n o v e r to w o o d l a n d , common meadow, 

w a s t e a n d p a s t u r e , t h e amoun t of l a n d h e l d i n e n c l o s e d 

s e v e r a l t i e s w i l l v a r y i n i n v e r s e p r o p o r t i o n to t h a t h e l d i n 

open a r a b l e f i e l d s . Only B a s i n g s t o k e , in t h e s t u d y a r e a , 

h a s no e v i d e n c e of s e v e r a l e n c l o s u r e s i n t h e m e d i e v a l p e r i o d , 

a t t h e a p o g e e of t h e t o w n ' s o p e n - f i e l d s y s t e m ' s d e v e l o p m e n t , 

w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n of a l i t t l e l a n d w h i c h h a d b e e n e n g r o s s e d 

a n d e n c l o s e d a r o u n d t h e t o w n . ^ ^ A p a r t i c u l a r l y good 

e x a m p l e of ' t y p i c a l ' w o o d l a n d - z o n e e n c l o s e d f i e l d s c a n b e s e e n 

i n H a r t l e y W e s p a l l , w h e r e a k i l o m e t r e - w i d e s t r i p of i r r e g u l a r l y 

s i z e d f i e l d s w i t h w i n d i n g b o u n d a r i e s c a n b e s e e n r u n n i n g f o r 

a b o u t two a n d - a - h a l f k i l o m e t r e s down t h e e a s t e r n s i d e of t h e 

p a r i s h . T h a t s u c h f i e l d s were t h e p r o d u c t of a n i n i t i a l 

c l e a r a n c e a n d d i v i s i o n of w a s t e o r w o o d l a n d , i n o t h e r w o r d s 

t h a t t h e s e w e r e a s s a r t f i e l d s , i s o f t e n s t a t e d . A g a i n i n 

H a r t l e y W e s p a l l , a b o u t a k i l o m e t r e to t h e n o r t h - e a s t of 

S u m m e r s t e a d F a r m , some w o o d l a n d r e m a i n s in t h e m i d d l e of a 

r o u g h l y c i r c u l a r a r e a of l a n d c. 700 m e t r e s in d i a m e t e r ; 

t h e o u t e r e d g e s of t h e wood a r e i n d e n t e d b y t h e h e a d s of t h e 
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f i e l d s a r o u n d i t , c l e a r l y fo rmed f rom t h e c l e a r a n c e of t h e 
77 

o r i g i n a l l y much l a r g e r a r e a of w o o d l a n d . A n o t h e r good 

e x a m p l e w h e r e b o u n d a r i e s fo rmed d u r i n g a n i n i t i a l c l e a r a n c e -

p h a s e c a n be o b s e r v e d i s i n B r a m l e y , w h e r e t h e c u r v i n g 

e a s t e r n b o u n d a r y of B r a m l e y F r i t h wood i s m i r r o r e d b y a v e r y 

s i m i l a r b o u n d a r y to t h e w e s t , t h e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y w e s t e r n 

b o u n d a r y of t h e wood l y i n g m i d w a y b e t w e e n t h e t w o . 

The wooded n a t u r e of t h e m e d i e v a l l a n d s c a p e * w i t h c l o s e s 

e n c l o s e d b y h e d g e s a n d t r e e s , i s o f t e n r e v e a l e d i n c i d e n t a l l y 

b y c h a r t e r s a n d o t h e r d o c u m e n t s of t h e t h i r t e e n t h a n d f o u r t e e n t h 
78 

c e n t u r i e s , e s p e c i a l l y t h e l o n g s e r i e s of c o u r t r o l l s from 

B a s i n g s t o k e , a l t h o u g h t h e s e o n l y b e g i n in t h e l a t e r y e a r s of 
79 

t h e f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . In 1412-13, f o r i n s t a n c e , H e n r y 

B a r k e s d a l e made p l a i n t of Thomas C a t e l y n e on a p l e a of 

t r e s p a s s , c l a i m i n g t h a t Thomas h a d l o p p e d d o w n v a r i o u s 
80 

t r e e s i n a h e d g e of h i s a n d t a k e n them a w a y . Hedges w o u l d 

h a v e b e e n a m a j o r s o u r c e of b r u s h w o o d , a n d e v e n m a n a g e d 

t i m b e r , p a r t i c u l a r l y in a p a r i s h l i k e B a s i n g s t o k e , w h e r e t h e r e 

w a s l i t t l e o r no a c t u a l w o o d l a n d a s s u c h . 

O the r G r a s s l a n d R e s o u r c e s 

T h e r e w a s a c e r t a i n amoun t of meadow l a n d i n t h e s t u d y 

a r e a , a n d i t s p r o b a b l e e x t e n t , a s i n d i c a t e d b y t h e d o c u m e n t a r y 

s o u r c e s i s shown i n f i g . 7 . 1 6 . Not s u r p r i s i n g l y , t h e m a j o r 

t r a c t s of meadow l a y a l o n g t h e b a n k s of t h e L o d d o n . The 

l a r g e s t s i n g l e a r e a w a s i n t h e s o u t h e r n p a r t of S h e r f i e l d on 

Loddon p a r i s h , on t h e n o r t h e r n b a n k of t h e r i v e r , w h i c h h e r e 

fo rms t h e p a r i s h b o u n d a r y . In t h e m e d i e v a l p e r i o d t h i s 

a r e a , k n o w n a s ' W i l d m o o r ' , w a s t h e m e a d o w l a n d of B a s i n g s t o k e , 

w h e r e t h e r e w a s no p e r m a n e n t g r a s s l a n d i n t h e p a r i s h i t s e l f 

t o s u p p o r t p l o u g h b e a s t s . I t i s not known w h e n t h i s a r r a n g e m e n t 

f i r s t d e v e l o p e d ; i t w a s n o t e d a b o v e , t h a t t h e r e w a s a l r e a d y a n 

i n t e n s i v e a r a b l e r eg ime i n B a s i n g s t o k e b y t h e t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , 
81 

a n d t h e Domesday f i g u r e of t w e n t y p l o u g h - t e a m s a t work shows 

t h a t if r e c l a m a t i o n of t h e Roman a r a b l e h a d b e e n n e c e s s a r y 

d u r i n g t h e S a x o n p e r i o d t h e t a s k w a s l a r g e l y c o m p l e t e d b y t h e 

mid e l e v e n t h c e n t u r y . A g a i n , t h e a b s e n c e of S h e r f i e l d on Loddon 

f rom Domesday i s t o be r e g r e t t e d i n t h i s c o n t e x t a s , w e r e i t 
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I n c l u d e d , i t may h a v e g i v e n some i n d i c a t i o n of w h e t h e r 

B a s i n g s t o k e t h e n h a d t h e meadow l a n d l a t e r a t t a c h e d to i t . 

Wildmoor w a s , a s t h e r e c o r d s of B a s i n g s t o k e m a k e c l e a r , 
82 

d i v i d e d i n t o s t r i p s a n d c l o s e l y m a n a g e d , w i t h a n a p p o i n t e d 

meadow k e e p e r o r mower . I t s e x t e n t i s shown on t h e S h e r f i e l d 
On 

t i t h e m a p , w h i c h f u r t h e r shows t h a t most of t h e e a s t e r n h a l f 

of t h e p a r i s h w a s g i v e n o v e r t h e meadow, w h i c h w a s p r o b a b l y 

t h e l o c a t i o n of t h e L a n g e b r i g g e m e d e meadow m e n t i o n e d i n a l e a s e 

of 1463.^4 

In P a m b e r a n d B r a m l e y t h e r e w a s meadow a l o n g t h e Bow Brook , 

some of w h i c h w a s i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o B e a u r e p a i r e P a r k i n t h e 
85 

l a t t e r y e a r s of t h e f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . I n S t r a t f i e l d S a y e t h e 

n o r t h b a n k of t h e Loddon w a s a g a i n e x p l o i t e d a s m e a d o w l a n d , 

a n d t h e r e w a s c o n t r o l l e d f i s h e r y in t h e r i v e r t h e r e . T h e 

f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y Heywood e s t a t e , fo r i n s t a n c e , i n c l u d e d 20 a c r e s 
87 

of meadow, a n d a n a r e a of meadow c a l l e d Bormede f e a t u r e s in 
s e v e r a l g r a n t s of t h e l a t e t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . T h e t i t h e map 

89 
e v i d e n c e f o r H a r t l e y W e s p a l l i n d i c a t e s t h a t a b a n d of meadow 

l a y down t h e w e s t e r n b o u n d a r y of t h e p a r i s h . I n S h e r b o r n e 

S t . J o h n , t h e r e w a s a meadow c a l l e d le M o o r e , a p p a r e n t l y i n t h e 

a r e a of t h e f i s h p o n d s i m m e d i a t e l y to t h e e a s t of M o r g a s t o n P a r k . 

The s i t e of w h i c h i s m a r k e d b y t h e modern M o r g a s t o n Wood. The 

f o u n d a t i o n c h a r t e r of Monk S h e r b o r n e p r i o r y i n c l u d e s t h e meadow 

a t ' l o n g b r i d g e ' a n d t h e mi l l a n d meadows of ' t h e o t h e r S h e r b o r n e ' 

( i .e . S h e r b o r n e S t . J o h n ) . ^ ^ Only t e n a c r e s of m e a d o w t h o u g h a r e 
92 

l i s t e d i n a n e x t e n t of t h e p r i o r y t a k e n i n 1294, w i t h f u r t h e r 

e v i d e n c e of t h e l i m i t e d amoun t of meadow i n t h e p a r i s h b e i n g 

p r o v i d e d b y t h e i n q u i s i t i o n p o s t mortem t a k e n i n 1361 on t h e 

d e a t h of Wil l iam F i f h i d e of S h e r b o r n e C o u d r a y ( l a t e r The V y n e ) . 

Here t h e m a n o r c o n s i s t e d of 326 a c r e s of a r a b l e l a n d ( a t 3 d . p e r 

a c r e ) b u t o n l y f o u r t e e n a c r e s of meadow ( a t 2£. p e r a n n u m , o r 

12d. a f t e r t h e h a y h a d b e e n t a k e n ) . 

C e r t a i n a r e a s of common p a s t u r e c a n a l s o be i d e n t i f i e d . ' T h e 

D o w n ' , i n t h e s o u t h - w e s t of B a s i n g s t o k e p a r i s h , h a s a l r e a d y b e e n 

m e n t i o n e d , t h i s c o v e r i n g 636 a c r e s in 1786.^^ I n 1535 t h e 

f r e e h o l d e r s a n d f a r m e r s of t h e town c o u l d k e e p t w o s h e e p t h e r e 

f o r e v e r y a c r e of a r a b l e t h a t t h e y h e l d , w i t h f i v e s h e e p a l l o w e d 
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f o r two a c r e h o l d i n g s , 600 b e i n g t h e maximum n u m b e r of s h e e p 
gc 

t h a t h o l d e r s of 300 a c r e s or more c o u l d p a s t u r e . In 1541 
f 96 

t h i s w a s a m | i e n d e d to o n e - a n d - a - h a l f s h e e p f o r e v e r y a c r e sown, 

p r e s u m a b l y a s t h e e a r l i e r a l l o w a n c e s l e d to o v e r - g r a z i n g . The 

n u m b e r of s h e e p a l l o w e d to be p a s t u r e d t h e r e i n t h e m e d i e v a l 

p e r i o d i s not k n o w n , b u t i t i s l i k e l y to h a v e b e e n r o u g h l y i n 

t h e s ame o r d e r of m a g n i t u d e . To t h e s o u t h of West End F i e l d in 

S h e r b o r n e S t . John l a y a n a r e a of common p a s t u r e c a l l e d R o o k ' s 

Down, a n d t h e 1294 e x t e n t of Monk S h e r b o r n e P r i o r y i n d i c a t e s t h a t 

t h e r e w a s common p a s t u r e i n Monk S h e r b o r n e a s w e l l , a l b e i t 

p e r h a p s a r e s t r i c t e d a m o u n t , t h e p r i o r y ' s p o r t i o n b e i n g w o r t h 

o n l y 6 ^ . 8 d . ^ ^ 

I n g e n e r a l , t h o u g h , b o t h common p a s t u r e a n d w a s t e a r e d i f f i c u l t 

t o i d e n t i f y i n t h e m e d i e v a l l a n d s c a p e , a s t h e y r a r e l y a p p e a r in 

c o n t e m p o r a r y d o c u m e n t s , not b e i n g s u b j e c t to s a l e o r t r a n s f e r , a n d 

not b e i n g so c l o s e l y s c r u t i n i z e d b y t h e c o m m u n i t y f o r c a s e s of 

a b u s e a g a i n s t them a s w e r e t h e a r a b l e o r meadow l a n d s . No c a s e 

i s known f rom t h e m e d i e v a l p e r i o d i n t h e s t u d y a r e a w h e r e 

e n c r o a c h m e n t on to t h i s t y p e of l a n d l e d to e i t h e r l i t i g a t i o n , o r 
98 

common p r o t e s t , a s o c c u r r e d a t H o l b u r y i n t h e New F o r e s t , 

a l t h o u g h a t S h e r f i e l d on Loddon t h e v i l l a g e r s w e r e g r a n t e d some 

r e p l a c e m e n t l a n d a f t e r t h e W i n t e r s h u l l s h a d e n c l o s e d some of 
99 

t h e v i l l a g e commons in t h e i r p a r k . L a r g e a r e a s of common were 

shown on t h e t i t h e m a p s to t h e n o r t h of P a m b e r a n d to t h e n o r t h -

wes t of S i l c h e s t e r p a r i s h , t h e l a t t e r common b e i n g m e n t i o n e d i n 

a d e s c r i p t i o n of a v i s i t of E l i z a b e t h I i n 1 6 0 1 . I t i s l i k e l y , 

b u t u n p r o v e n , t h a t t h e s e commons w e r e a l r e a d y i n e x i s t e n c e in 

t h e m e d i e v a l p e r i o d , a n d t h a t t h e y w e r e t h e r e s u l t of w o o d l a n d 

c l e a r a n c e , w h i c h l e f t t h e ' L o r d ' s Wood' of S i l c h e s t e r i s o l a t e d in 

t h e m i d d l e of t h e common t h e r e . 

T h e r e wou ld h a v e b e e n l e s s n e e d f o r , a n d p r e s s u r e o n , common 

p a s t u r e in t h e Loddon a r e a t h a n i n m a n y o t h e r s , a s t h e p r e s e n c e 

of s m a l l s e v e r a l c l o s e s wou ld a l l o w f o r i n d i v i d u a l p r o v i s i o n of 

p a s t u r e a c c o r d i n g to d e m a n d , t h e h e d g e s a n d t r e e s s u r r o u n d i n g 

t h e c l o s e s t h e m s e l v e s p r o v i d i n g e x t r a f o r a g e . R i g h t of common 

may a l s o h a v e b e e n e n j o y e d b y p e o p l e l i v i n g i n p a r i s h e s n e a r 

t h e demesne woods of P a m b e r f o r e s t . T h i s r i g h t w a s o f t e n h e l d 

b y p e o p l e l i v i n g i n t h e p r o x i m i t y of a f o r e s t , w h e t h e r b y c h a r t e r 
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or ' i m m e m o r i a l c u s t o m ' , b u t i t i s no t known if s u c h r i g h t s 

were h e l d in P a m b e r s p e c i f i c a l l y . If t h e r e w e r e s u c h r i g h t s , 

t h e amoun t of common g r a z i n g a v a i l a b l e i n t h e f o r e s t w o u l d 

h a v e d e c l i n e d f rom t h e t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y o n w a r d s , a s more a n d 

more of t h e f o r e s t w a s r e l e a s e d i n t o p r i v a t e m a n a g e m e n t t h r o u g h 

g r a n t s of i m p a r k m e n t or a s s a r t . T h e r e were a l s o c h a n g e s in 

f o r e s t l aw a t v a r i o u s t i m e s , w h i c h make i t e v e n more d i f f i c u l t 

t o a s s e s s t h e p r o b a b l e r o l e of t h e f o r e s t in t h i s a s p e c t of t h e 

l o c a l economy. 

P a r k s 

The d a t e s of p a r k s ' a p p e a r a n c e w i t h i n t h e l a n d s c a p e of t h e 
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s t u d y a r e a h a s a l r e a d y been c o n s i d e r e d . When t h e i r s p a t i a l 

d i s t r i b u t i o n i s e x a m i n e d ( f i g . 7 . 1 6 ) i t i s a p p a r e n t t h a t most l i e 

we l l a p a r t f rom n u c l e a t e d s e t t l e m e n t s a n d t h e i r a s s o c i a t e d open 

f i e l d s . B a s i n g Old P a r k , h o w e v e r , e n c l o s e d t h e f o r t i f i e d m a n o r 

t h e r e , c lo se to t h e p r e s u m e d e a r l y m e d i e v a l v i l l a g e c e n t r e a r o u n d 

t h e c h u r c h , a n d w a s p a r t l y s u r r o u n d e d b y t h e v i l l a g e ' s o p e n 

f i e l d s . L a t e r , i n t h e s econd h a l f of t h e f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , 

B e a u r e p a i r e p a r k came to i m p i n g e on t h e v i l l a g e of B r a m l e y , t h e 

modern P a r k Gate F a r m p e r p e t u a t i n g t h e s i t e of one of t h e 

e n t r a n c e s to t h e p a r k . At S h e r f i e l d on L o d d o n , i t w a s a r g u e d 

a b o v e t h a t t h e c r e a t i o n of t h e p a r k may h a v e l e d to t h e 

d i s p l a c e m e n t of t h e v i l l a g e . R a r e l y w a s s u c h a c t i o n n e c e s s a r y 

t h o u g h . Both s e i g n e u r i a l r e c o g n i t i o n of t h e u n d e s i r a b i l i t y of 

p a r k a n d v i l l a g e b e i n g j u x t a p o s e d , a n d t h e n a t u r e of t h e l a n d 

b e i n g e n c l o s e d , n a t u r a l l y l ed to p a r k s l y i n g a w a y f rom 

i n t e n s i v e l y u s e d l a n d . 

Th i s w a s b e c a u s e a t l e a s t a s i m p o r t a n t a s p a r k s ' r o l e a s 

h u n t i n g a n d s tock p r e s e r v e s w a s t h a t of w o o d l a n d e n c l o s u r e s . 

Whils t k n o w l e d g e of t h e e x t e n t of m e d i e v a l w o o d l a n d i n t h e s t u d y 

a r e a i s b i a s e d , coming l a r g e l y f rom s o u r c e s c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e 

r o y a l f o r e s t , o r p r i v a t e p a r k c r e a t i o n s , s u c h i n c i d e n t a l 

r e f e r e n c e s w h i c h do o c c u r c o n f i r m t h a t i t w a s h e r e t h a t t h e 

m a j o r c o n c e n t r a t i o n s of m e d i e v a l w o o d l a n d w e r e to b e f o u n d , 

t h o s e s u r v i v i n g i n t o t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , to b e d e p i c t e d on 

t h e t i t h e m a p s . The c r e a t i o n of a p a r k w a s a m e a n s b y w h i c h 

a m e d i e v a l l a n d o w n e r s o u g h t to g i v e i n c r e a s e d r e c o g n i t i o n a n d 
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p r o t e c t i o n to s u c h l i m i t e d w o o d l a n d r e s o u r c e s a s s u r v i v e d . Not 

u n n a t u r a l l y , t h e s e t e n d e d to be on a r e a s of p o o r e r s o i l , some 

d i s t a n c e f rom s e t t l e m e n t s , a n d h e n c e r e l a t i v e l y w e l l p r o t e c t e d 

f rom d e p r e d a t i o n s , d e l i b e r a t e o r o t h e r w i s e , t h r o u g h o v e r -

e x p l o i t a t i o n . 

The Domesday a n d L a t e r - M e d i e v a l L a n d s c a p e s C o m p a r e d 

I t w o u l d , a r g u a b l y , be i n s t r u c t i v e to c o m p a r e t h e n u m b e r s of 

p l o u g h s a t work i n t h e componen t p a r t s of t h e s t u d y a r e a in 

1086 w i t h t h e a r a b l e a c r e a g e s w o r k e d i n s u c c e e d i n g c e n t u r i e s . 

The n u m b e r of u n k n o w n v a r i a b l e s p r e s e n t , h o w e v e r , no t l e a s t 

of t h e s e b e i n g t h e amoun t of a r a b l e l a n d e x p l o i t e d a t a n y one 

t ime in s e v e r a l of t h e p a r i s h e s in t h e l a t e r m e d i e v a l p e r i o d , 

makes a n y a t t e m p t a t q u a n t i f i c a t i o n p o i n t l e s s , a n d p o t e n t i a l l y 

m i s l e a d i n g . N e v e r t h e l e s s , a s h a s b e e n s h o w n , s u f f i c i e n t i s 

known of t h e l a t e r m e d i e v a l l a n d s c a p e to a l l o w c o m p a r i s o n s to be 

made a n d g e n e r a l c o n c l u s i o n s d r a w n w i t h some c o n f i d e n c e . In 

t h e s t u d y a r e a t h e r e i s a c l o s e c o r r e l a t i o n v i s i b l e b e t w e e n t h e 

v i l l s w i t h t h e l a r g e r n u m b e r s of p l o u g h - t e a m s a t work i n 

Domesday a n d t h e m a j o r c o n c e n t r a t i o n s of o p e n - f i e l d a r a b l e 

known f rom l a t e r s o u r c e s , t h a t i s i n t h e f o u r s o u t h e r n p a r i s h e s , 

a n d B r a m l e y a n d S t r a t f i e l d S a y e . I t i s a l s o l i k e l y t h a t i t w a s 

i n t h e s e p a r i s h e s t h a t t h e r e w a s t h e c l o s e s t r e g u l a t i o n of t h e 

a g r i c u l t u r a l r e g i m e , r e f l e c t i n g t h e d e g r e e to w h i c h common 

e x p l o i t a t i o n l e d to c o m m u n a l i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e . Whi l s t o n l y 

Basingstoke's court rolls survive, to ̂ ncidentallyi reveal) the 

t o w n ' s a g r i c u l t u r a l b y - l a w s in t h e m e d i e v a l p e r i o d , t h e r e i s no 

r e a s o n to t h i n k o t h e r t h a n t h a t t h e s e l a w s w e r e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

of t h o s e e n f o r c e d b y t h e s u r r o u n d i n g v i l l s . C o n v e r s e l y , 

S t r a t f i e l d T u r g i s , H a r t l e y W e s p a l l , a n d to a l e s s e r e x t e n t 

S i l c h e s t e r r e m a i n e d r e l a t i v e l y d e v o i d of l a r g e - s c a l e , or a t l e a s t 

c o m m u n a l l y o r s e i g n e u r i a l l y o r g a n i z e d , a r a b l e e x p l o i t a t i o n i n 

both 1086 a n d t h e l a t e r - m e d i e v a l p e r i o d . 

A s s a r t i n g i n t h e a r e a h a s a l r e a d y b e e n d i s c u s s e d , a n d i t h a s 

been shown t h a t a c o n s i d e r a b l e e x t e n s i o n of t h e c u l t i v a t e d a r e a 

took p l a c e , a t l e a s t p a r t l y a t t h e e x p e n s e of w o o d l a n d . S i m i l a r l y 

n o t e d h a v e b e e n t h e p o s s i b l y a r c h a i c n a t u r e of t h e Domesday 

sw ine r e n d e r s , a n d t h e l i m i t e d n u m b e r of s o u r c e s w h i c h a r e 
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l i k e l y to ment ion w o o d l a n d s u r v i v i n g f rom t h e m e d i e v a l p e r i o d . 

Even w i t h t h e s e l a t t e r r e s e r v a t i o n s i t i s c l e a r t h a t i t w a s 

t h e v i l l s w i t h t h e m a i n r e c o r d e d t r a c t s of w o o d l a n d in 1086 

t h a t r e m a i n e d r e l a t i v e l y w e l l wooded i n t h e f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , 

b y when t h e w o o d l a n d w a s u n d e r c lose s e i g n e u r i a l c o n t r o l . 

T h e r e f o r e , t h e r e i s a g e n e r a l , a n d a p p a r e n t l y f a i r l y c l o s e , 

c o r r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e r e l a t i v e a m o u n t s of a r a b l e a n d w o o d l a n d 

v i s i b l e a c r o s s t h e s t u d y a r e a i n 1086 a n d i n t h e mid f o u r t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y , a l t h o u g h o v e r a l l t h e l a t t e r may h a v e d e c l i n e d a l i t t l e , 

t h e f o r m e r a lmos t c e r t a i n l y i n c r e a s i n g c o n s i d e r a b l y . What c a n 

be s e e n , b o t h f rom w h a t i s known of t h i s a r e a , a n d f r o m w h a t 

s i m i l a r s t u d i e s h a v e shown e l s e w h e r e , i s t h a t economic 

r e s o u r c e s of a l l k i n d s came to be much b e t t e r d e f i n e d s p a t i a l l y , 

more c a r e f u l l y a n d r i g o ^ r o u s l y e x p l o i t e d , a n d t o h a v e g r e a t e r 

p r o p r i e t o r i a l r i g h t s a t t a c h e d to t h e m , w h e t h e r i n d i v i d u a l o r 

c o m m u n a l , a s t h e m e d i e v a l p e r i o d p r o g r e s s e d . 

Moats i n t h e Loddon L a n d s c a p e 

In no c a s e i s t h e r e a c o n t e m p o r a r y d o c u m e n t a r y r e f e r e n c e to 

t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of a moat in t h e Loddon a r e a , a n d o v e r a l l t h e 

moa t s of t h e a r e a a r e r a r e l y m e n t i o n e d b e f o r e t h e e a r l y mode rn 

p e r i o d . In some c a s e s t h o u g h a l i k e l y t e r m i n u s p o s t quern c a n 

be s u g g e s t e d f o r t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of a moat a r o u n d a p r o p e r t y of 

t h e s e i g n e u r i a l c l a s s . The S i l c h e s t e r m o a t , if i t i s a c c e p t e d 

t h a t i t s u r r o u n d e d a p a r k l o d g e , w h i c h i s l i k e l y b e c a u s e of i t s 

p o s i t i o n w i t h i n a p a r k a n d i t s s m a l l s i z e , s h o u l d d a t e f rom t h e 
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t ime o f , o r a f t e r t h e g r a n t to i m p a r k in 1204. S i m i l a r l y , t h e 

moa ted l o d g e w i t h i n B e a u r e p a i r e p a r k i s u n l i k e l y to d a t e f rom 

b e f o r e t h e i n i t i a l i m p a r k m e n t of 1369, a l t h o u g h i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t 

i n t h e c a s e of t h e s e l a t e i m p a r k m e n t s a b a n d o n e d a s s a r t h o m e s t e a d s 

c o u l d b e a d a p t e d . The moat a r o u n d B e a u r e p a i r e h o u s e m a y h a v e 

a l r e a d y b e e n in e x i s t e n c e a t t h e t ime of t h e P e c h e s ; c e r t a i n l y i t 

w a s u n l i k e l y to h a v e been a d d e d a f t e r t h e a p p a r e n t l y m a j o r 

r e f u r b i s h m e n t u n d e r t a k e n b y t h e B r o c a s f a m i l y i n t h e m i d d l e of 

t h e f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . If t h e moat w a s d u g a t t h e t ime of t h e 

e s t a t e ' s i m p r o v e m e n t , when i t s p a r k w a s c r e a t e d , t h i s w o u l d 

m i r r o r t h e e x a m p l e of S h e r f i e l d on L o d d o n , w h e r e i t i s l i k e l y t h a t 

t h i s o c c u r r e d c . 1274. I t h a s a l r e a d y b e e n a r g u e d t h a t t h e i n t e g r a t e d 
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n a t u r e of t h e moat a n d f i s h p o n d s a t H a r t l e y W e s p a l l m a k e s i t 

l i k e l y t h a t t h e f o r m e r w a s p r e s e n t when t h e l a t t e r were p o a c h e d 

in 1318. 

The i s o l a t e d p o s i t i o n a n d n o n - m a n o r i a l s t a t u s of o t h e r moa t s 

m a k e s i t l i k e l y t h a t t h e y were f r e e h o l d a s s a r t f a r m s , w h i c h 

g e n e r a l l y seem to h a v e b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d b e f o r e t h e mid f o u r t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y . O c c a s i o n a l l y t h e s e f a r m s a r e i n c i d e n t a l l y r e f e r r e d to 

i n c o n t e m p o r a r y d o c u m e n t s b u t i n v a r i a b l y t h e o n l y d e t a i l s r e c o r d e d 

were t e n u r i a l , not s t r u c t u r a l . The a r e a of S h e r f i e l d known a s 

l a Breche w a s b e i n g e x p l o i t e d b y 1274 b y t h e n e w l y , o r r e c e n t l y 

m i g r a t e d v i l l a g e , m a k i n g t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of f u r t h e r f r e e h o l d 

e s t a t e s l i k e t h a t c e n t r e d on t h e moa ted B r e a c h F a r m u n l i k e l y . 

T h i s in t u r n s u g g e s t s t h a t B r e a c h F a r m i t s e l f w a s e s t a b l i s h e d 

b e f o r e t h i s d a t e . L a n c e l e v y F a r m , i n t h e s ame p a r i s h a n d a l s o 

m o a t e d , w a s p e r h a p s e s t a b l i s h e d b y 1248, when Wi l l i am 

L a u n c e l e v e l i e a p p e a r e d , a n d M o u l s h a y F a r m , a g a i n i n S h e r f i e l d , 

w a s n o t e d i n 1263. In B r a m l e y , B u l l s d o w n F a r m w a s n o t e d i n 

1313. 

The P h y s i c a l D e t e r m i n a n t s 

The p r e c e i d i n g s e c t i o n s h a v e shown t h a t t h e m e d i e v a l l a n d s c a p e 

of t h e l o d d o n a r e a w a s t h e r e s u l t of a l o n g , g r a d u a l p r o c e s s of 

d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d h a v e d e m o n s t r a t e d t h a t t h e b r o a d d i v i s i o n s of 

t h e l a n d s c a p e i n t o a r a b l e , p a s t u r e , wood a n d m e a d o w l a n d w e r e 

l o n g s t a n d i n g . C o n s i s t e n c y of l a n d - u s e c a n be a r g u e d f rom a t 

l e a s t t h e I r o n Age to t h e l a t e m e d i e v a l p e r i o d , i n v i t i n g 

s p e c u l a t i o n a b o u t c o n t i n u i t y in i t s v a r i o u s g u i s e s . 

L e a v i n g a s i d e s u c h s p e c u l a t i o n , t h e e v i d e n c e s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e 

most i m p o r t a n t d e t e r m i n i n g f a c t o r s b e h i n d t h e f o u r t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 

l a n d s c a p e w e r e u l t i m a t e l y e n v i r o n m e n t a l , w i t h t h e s i n g l e most 

e f f e c t i v e one b e i n g t h e u n d e r l y i n g g e o l o g y . C o m p a r i s o n of 

f i g j . 5 . 1 a n d 7 .16 w i l l show t h e e x t r e m e l y c lose c o r r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n 

t h e e x t e n t of t h e c h a l k l a n d s a n d t h a t of t h e m a i n s o u t h e r n b l o c k 

of open f i e l d l a n d , t h i s b e i n g t h e most o b v i o u s e x a m p l e of t h i s 

d e t e r m i n i s m . Across t h e a r e a u n d e r l a i n b y t h e L o n d o n C l a y t h e 

s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n s were more d i f f u s e , t h e l e s s a n c i e n t l y w o r k e d 

s o i l s a p p a r e n t l y s t i l l b e i n g i n some c a s e s in t h e p r o c e s s of 
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i n i t i a l e x p l o i t a t i o n , w i t h t h e r e b e i n g o v e r a l l l i t t l e e v i d e n c e of 

more t h a n v e r y l o c a l p r e s s u r e on l a n d a n d t h e s u b s e q u e n t 

d e v e l o p m e n t of i n t e g r a t e d o p e n - f i e l d s y s t e m s a n d h i g h l y n u c l e a t e d 

s e t t l e m e n t s . To t h e n o r t h - e a s t l a y t h e ma in s u r v i v i n g e x p a n s e 

of a n c i e n t w o o d l a n d , P a m b e r f o r e s t , on t h e P l a t e a u a n d V a l l e y 

G r a v e l s a n d t h e s a n d s of t h e B a g s h o t Beds , a n d i t i s h e r e t h a t 

a g r a r i a n e x p a n s i o n a n d t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of s e t t l e m e n t s w a s l e a s t 

a d v a n c e d b y t h e mid f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

T h a t , to a c e r t a i n e x t e n t , t h i s w a s d u e to t h e e n f o r c e m e n t of 

f o r e s t l a w o v e r t h i s l a t t e r a r e a i s t r u e . I t i s more c o r r e c t t h o u g h 

to r e c o g n i z e t h a t t h e f o r e s t w a s e s t a b l i s h e d on w h a t w a s a l r e a d y 

r e c o g n i z e d a s t h e p o o r e s t l a n d of t h a t r e g i o n . T h i s r e f l e c t s t h e 

c a s e of p a r k s , w h e r e a f t e r t h e i r e s t a b l i s h m e n t t h e r e w a s g r e a t e r 

c o n t r o l o v e r t h e e n c l o s e d l a n d t h a n t h e r e h a d p r e v i o u s l y b e e n , 

g e n e r a l l y p r e v e n t i n g n o n - s e i g n e u r i a l a g r a r i a n d e v e l o p m e n t . A g a i n , 

t h o u g h , t h e l a n d t h a t become so c o n t r o l l e d w a s t h a t l e a s t u n d e r 

d e m a n d , a s i t h a d l e a s t c o n v e n t i o n a l p o t e n t i a l . 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 

GENERAL CONCLUSIONS FUTURE RESEARCH 

T h i s t h e s i s b e g a n a s a n e x a m i n a t i o n of t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n , 

c h r o n o l o g y a n d a s s o c i a t i o n s of moa ted s i t e s in H a m p s h i r e , i n 

t h e hope t h a t t h i s m i g h t a l l ow t h e f u n c t i o n of t h e moa t s 

t h e m s e l v e s to be b e t t e r u n d e r s t o o d . The r e s e a r c h r e v e a l e d t h a t 

no t only w e r e t h e c o u n t y ' s moa ted s i t e s mos t ly t a x o n o m i c a l l y 

s i m p l e , b u t a l s o t h a t t h e r e w e r e few s i t e - s p e c i f i c d o c u m e n t s . 

T h e r e f o r e , more g e n e r a l g e o g r a p h i c a l , a r c h a e o l o g i c a l a n d 

h i s t o r i c a l s o u r c e s a n d me thods a s s u m e d p r o m i n e n c e , a s a n a t t e m p t 

was made (not only I to establish! the chronology of economic 

d e v e l o p m e n t w i t h i n t h e c o u n t y b u t a l s o t h e s p a t i a l d i s t r i b u t i o n 

a n d d e v e l o p m e n t of c e r t a i n f a c e t s of t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y l a n d s c a p e , 

a n d , s p e c i f i c a l l y , t h e p l a c e of moa t s t h e r e i n . I t i s i r o n i c , t h a t 

w h i l s t t h e m e d i e v a l r u r a l l a n d s c a p e of t h e c o u n t y h a s r e m a i n e d 

v i r t u a l l y u n e x a m i n e d , S o u t h a m p t o n a n d W i n c h e s t e r h a v e b e e n t h e 

c e n t r e s of m a j o r r e s e a r c h p r o g r a m m e s . 

C h a p t e r Two s o u g h t to e s t a b l i s h a b a s i c c h r o n o l o g y of economic 

g r o w t h in H a m p s h i r e b e t w e e n Domesday a n d t h e mid f o u r t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y , a n d e x a m i n e d w h e t h e r r e g i o n a l d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h i s 

c h r o n o l o g y c o u l d be s een w i t h i n t h e c o u n t y . T h e n u m b e r of new 

town f o u n d a t i o n s a n d m a r k e t g r a n t s s u g g e s t s t h a t in H a m p s h i r e , 

a s e l s e w h e r e , t h e r e w a s a r a p i d g r o w t h i n t h e n u m b e r of p l a c e s 

w i t h a t l e a s t some u r b a n f u n c t i o n s b e t w e e n a t l e a s t t h e l a t e r 

t w e l f t h c e n t u r y a n d t h e m i d - l a t e t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , when f i r s t l y 

t h e n u m b e r of town f o u n d a t i o n s d e c l i n e d a n d t h e n t h e n u m b e r of 

m a r k e t f o u n d a t i o n s . S p a t i a l l y , t h e c e n t r e a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e 

s o u t h - e a s t of t h e c o u n t y s a w t h e g r e a t e s t d e v e l o p m e n t . A n a l y s i s 

of a g r a r i a n p r o d u c t i o n on t h e m a n o r s of t h e b i s h o p s of 

W i n c h e s t e r s u g g e s t e d t h a t u r b a n g r o w t h l a r g i ^ y r e f l e c t e d r u r a l 

a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n : t h e amoun t of l a n d u n d e r c u l t i v a t i o n 

a p p a r e n t l y r e a c h e d a p e a k i n t h e t h i r d q u a r t e r of t h e t h i r t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y , a l t h o u g h g r o w t h may h a v e c o n t i n u e d i n t o t h e l a s t 

q u a r t e r in t h e s o u t h - e a s t of H a m p s h i r e . In g e n e r a l , h o w e v e r , 

l a n d b e g a n to go ou t of r e g u l a r a r a b l e c u l t i v a t i o n i n t h e m i d -

c e n t u r y , a n d i n t h e f o l l o w i n g one h u n d r e d y e a r s a t h i r d of t h e 
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b i s h o p ' s l a n d s t h a t h a d been r e g u l a r l y t i l l e d c e a s e d to be so. 

The g r e a t e s t dec l ine occu r red south of t h e C h a l k , s u g g e s t i n g 

t h a t t he re h a d been a r t i f i c i a l l y b(6y!yant deve lopment i n t h i s 

a r e a by p r o d u c e r s a n d e n t r e p r e n e u r s . 

In C h a p t e r Three the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the w e a l t h a c c r u i n g 

from t h i s a c t i v i t y was cons ide red u s i n g t h e e v i d e n c e of l a y 

s u b s i d i e s a n d t h e Nonarum I n q u i s i t i o n e s . These sou rces a g a i n 

showed the c o n c e n t r a t i o n of wea l t h on the s o u t h - e a s t e r n c o a s t a l 

p l a i n a n d up t h e Test and I t chen v a l l e y s , a n d , s u r p r i s i n g l y , t h a t 

t h e r e was as much wea l t h in the wood lands to t h e n o r t h of the 

coun ty a s t h e r e was on the c h a l k l a n d s in i t s c e n t r e a n d up the 

Avon v a l l e y west of the New F o r e s t . P o p u l a t i o n , too, grew most 

at t h i s t ime in the s o u t h - e a s t of t h e county, w i t h s u b s t a n t i a l 

i n c r e a s e s a l so ev idenced to the west of Southampton Water a n d 

a r o u n d C r o n d a l l . 

Examina t ion by f i e ldwork of a p r o v i s i o n a l l i s t of c . 120 moated 

s i t e s p r o d u c e d 36 ' a c c e p t e d ' s i t e s , a lmost a l l s m a l l a n d b a s i c a l l y 

r e c t a n g u l a r . A w e l l - d e f i n e d c o n c e n t r a t i o n of s i t e s was found to 

l i e a r o u n d the River Loddon on the n o r t h e r n b o u n d a r y of t h e 

coun ty in the Hampshi re wood lands , on the c l a y s a n d g r a v e l s 

of the edge of t h e London B a s i n . The o t h e r s i t e s h a d a 

s c a t t e r e d d i s t r i b u t i o n , though a p p a r e n t l y i n v a r i a b l y a s s o c i a t e d 

wi th loca l d e p o s i t s of c l a y a n d w a t e r s o u r c e s . Moated s i t e s of 

m a n o r i a l s t a t u s l a y both w i th in a n d a p a r t from n u c l e a t e d 

s e t t l emen t s , w h i l s t a l l moated f r e e h o l d or a s s a r t f a r m s were 

a p p a r e n t l y i s o l a t e d . On g r e a t e s t a t e s no f a c t o r s could be 

i s o l a t e d to s u g g e s t why c e r t a i n manors were moated b u t not 

o t h e r s . F u r t h e r m o r e , no d i f f e r e n c e s could be seen between moated 

a n d unmoated s i t e s in e i t h e r the t y p e , number or a r r a n g e m e n t 

of b u i l d i n g s p r e s e n t . 

Within the Loddon a r e a , much of which w a s w i t h i n Pamber 

f o r e s t from a t l e a s t t he mid twe l f t h c e n t u r y , i t w a s p e r h a p s 

on ly in the l a t e r t h i r t e e n t h and f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h a t t he 

c l a y l a n d s no r th of the Chalk came to be e x t e n s i v e l y , a n d in some 

c a s e s i n t e n s i v e l y , e x p l o i t e d . The e x t e n t to w h i c h se t t l ement was 

Effec ted by geology c a n be seen nowhere more c l e a r l y t h a n i n the 

c a s e of f i e ld sy s t ems , e x t e n s i v e a n d i n t e r l i n k e d open f i e l d s 
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e n d i n g a b r u p t l y on t h e n o r t h e r n b o u n d a r y of t h e Cha lk where 

t h e y were r e p l a c e d by o c c a s i o n a l open f i e l d s w i t h i n a 

p r edominance of enc losed s e v e r a l t i e s . The q u i t e m a j o r c h a n g e s 

in l a n d s c a p e e x p l o i t a t i o n t h a t a p p a r e n t l y took p l a c e in the 

l a t e r t h i r t e e n t h a n d f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y were p r o b a b l y p r e c i p i t a t e d 

by the end of t h e C r o w n ' s i n t e r e s t in d i r e c t l y u s i n g Pamber 

f o r e s t a n d i t s p r o d u c t s and the s u b s e q u e n t r e l e a s e of l a n d from 

the fo res t for p r i v a t e e x p l o i t a t i o n . The C r o w n ' s ac t ion was 

i t se l f an i m p l i c i t , p r o b a b l y even u n r e c o g n i z e d , a c c e p t a n c e t h a t 

i t could no longe r con t ro l the r e l e a s e of l a n d f rom the f o r e s t , 

a con t ro l t h a t h a d fo r long a n y w a y mere ly t a k e n t h e form of 

d r a w i n g r e v e n u e from a s s a r t s l i cenced a f t e r t h e y were c r e a t e d . 

F u t u r e Research 

The l i s t of b a s i c med ieva l l a n d s c a p e h i s t o r y themes t h a t 

r emain u n r e s e a r c h e d in Hampshire i s a long one , c o n t a i n i n g 

many l a r g e a n d semina l s u b j e c t s - f i e l d s y s t e m s ; v i l l a g e 

morphology a n d se t t l ement p a t t e r n s ; p a r o c h i a l a n d e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 

deve lopment ; t he l i n k s between u r b a n c e n t r e s a n d t h e i r r u r a l 

h i n t e r l a n d s ; the use of sea and r i v e r s - to name b u t a few. 

This i s , of c o u r s e , in a d d i t i o n to those g e n e r a l p rob lems 

c u r r e n t l y p r e o c c u p y i n g l a n d s c a p e h i s t o r i a n s , most of which 

a r e c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y c e n t r e d on the Saxon p e r i o d . In e v e r y 

c a s e Hampshi re o f f e r s the c h a n c e to c o n s t r u c t s a m p l e a r e a s 

fo r s t u d y which i n c l u d e s e v e r a l d i f f e r e n t g e o p h y s i c a l a r e a s . It 

must a l so be noted t h a t the Pipe Rolls of the b i s h o p r i c of 

Winchester r emain l a r g e l y u n e x p l o i t e d : a g a i n , r e s e a r c h b a s e d 

on these could be p r o b l e m - o r i e n t a t e d a n d be b a s e d on a s a m p l i n g 

p o l i c y . The r e s u l t s in C h a p t e r Two, a b o v e , s u g g e s t s t h a t t h i s 

source o f f e r s a good o p p o r t u n i t y to i n v e s t i g a t e v a r i o u s t o p i c s , 

i n c l u d i n g t h a t of r e g i o n a l v a r i a t i o n . 
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APPENDIX I 

THE MOATED SITES (3F HAMPSHIRE 
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EXPLANATION 

The s u r v e y of moated s i t e s was u n d e r t a k e n i n i t i a l l y in 

con junc t ion wi th M.F .Hughes , a r c h a e o l o g i s t in t h e P l a n n i n g 

Depar tment , Hampshi re County Counc i l , who was p r e p a r i n g 

a s u r v e y of s i t e s in o r d e r to se lec t examples f o r p r e s e r v a t i o n . 

Accord ing ly , ' cond i t i on g r a d e s ' were a l l o c a t e d , a n d a r e he re 

g i v e n . 

I Complete or almost complete moat wi th m e d i e v a l 

b u i l d i n g s a s s o c i a t e d . Gene ra l l y good c o n d i t i o n . 

I I P a r t i a l l y s u r v i v i n g moat wi th med ieva l b u i l d i n g s , 

or complete moat wi thout b u i l d i n g s . 

I I I P a r t i a l l y s u r v i v i n g moat . 

IV Sl ight t r a c e s of moat , or a s u b s t a n t i a l l y a l t e r e d one . 

V Destroyed s i t e . 

Lis ted f i r s t (numbers 1-30) a r e those s i t e s c l a s s e d a s 

' d e f i n i t e ' , where t h e r e a r e e i t h e r s u r v i v i n g t r a c e s of t h e 

moat or wha t was c o n s i d e r e d u n e q u i v o c a l e v i d e n c e t h a t one 

h a d e x i s t e d u n t i l modern t imes . Secondly ( n u m b e r s 31-6) 

a r e those s i t e s where the documenta ry sources s u g g e s t t h a t a 

moat , s ince d e s t r o y e d , once e x i s t e d . 

The s i t e p l a n s were p r e p a r e d by the P l a n n i n g Depa r tmen t , 

Hampshire County Counc i l . 
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LIST OF SITES 

Defin i te Sites 

1. B a s i n g , Cufaud Manor 

2. B a s i n g , Four Lanes Farm 

3. Ha r t l ey Wespal l , Ha r t l ey Court 

4. K ingsc le re , F r o b u r y Farm 

5. P a m b e r , Wyford Farm 

6. Pamber , Pamber Farm 

7. Sherborne St . John , B e a u r e p a i r e 

8 . She rborne St. John , Sherborne Coudray 

9 . S h e r f i e l d on Loddon, Lance levy Farm 

10. S h e r f i e l d on Loddon, She r f i e ld Court 

11. She r f i e ld on Loddon, Breach Farm 

12. S i l c h e s t e r , C l a p p e r s Farm 

13. S t r a t f i e l d T u r g i s , T u r g i s Court 

14. Monk She rbo rne , P r i o r y 

15. Se lborne , Blackmoor 

16. Heckf ie ld , Holdshott Farm 

17. Breamore , South C h a r f o r d Farm 

18. F a w l e y , Holbury Manor 

19. F o r d i n g b r i d g e , P a r s o n a g e Farm 

20. Lymington , Milton Manor 

21. P l a i t f o r d , Manor Farm 

22. O t t e rbo rne , Manor 

23. Owlesbury , Ha rwe l l Manor 

24. Wickham, Wickham Glebe 

25. Wonston, C r a n b o u r n e Farm 

26. Ch i lwor th , Manor 

27. A lde r sho t , ? Manor 

28. Romsey, Moorcourt 

29. H a v a n t , Warb l ing ton Cas t l e 

30. Bishops Waltham, P a l a c e 
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Sites Sugges ted by Documentary Evidence 

31. B a s i n g , Upper C u f a u d ' s Farm 

32. Bramley , Bul ls Down Farm 

33. Bramley , B e a u r e p a i r e P a r k Lodge 

34. Bramley , 'Moat Meadow' 

35. She rborne St. John , 'Moat P i g h t l e ' 

36. S t r a t f i e l d T u r g i s , Broadfo rd House 



N a m e : Cufaude Farm D i s t r i c t : Bas ings toke P a r i s h : Basing NfkR.: Stj 649 574 S c h e d u l e d M o n . : C o n d i t i o n G r a d e : m S i t e no.: ^ 

M O A T 

M o r p h o l o g y : Square 
G e o l o g y : London Clay W a t e r S u p p l y : Spr ing 

M o a t S ize : c . 10-15m. wide A r e a E n c l o s e d : c . 3 5 m . x 4 8 m . 

E x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F i n d s : 

None 

S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n : Small , s q u a r e , r e g u l a r moated s i t e . I n t e r i o r level with s u r r o u n d i n g 
g r o u n d . Moat w a t e r - f i l l e d . I n t e r i o r used a s o r c h a r d . Ground r i s e s 
s teep ly by 4m. immediately W of s i t e . E igh t een th - cen tu ry farm 
immediately a d j a c e n t to the W. 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s : 

None 

0 50m. 
_ ! 

BUILDINGS 
D e s c r i p t i o n : None 

D a t e : C o n d i t i o n : 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t : At nor then ex t remi ty of Basing p a r i s h 
immediate ly a d j a c e n t to western b o u n d a r y . Fla t wooded 
l a n d s c a p e . 

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

The e s t a t e , ' C u f a u d s ' , was held by a fami ly of t h i s name 
of the roya l manor of Bas ings toke , a p p a r e n t l y from at 
l eas t as e a r l y a s 1167 un t i l the mid e igh teen th c e n t u r y . 
The t i t he map shows the f i e ld E of the s i te to be ca l led 
'moat p i g h t l e ' . (1) 

IS) Oi VD 



N a m e : Four Lanes Farm D i s t r i c t : Basings toke P a r i s h ; Basing N,G.R.: SU 661 554 S c h e d u l e d M o n . : N o . 5 1 9 C o n d i t i o n G rade : I I I S i t e no.: 2 

M O A T ,, ^ , 
— , Rec t angu la r 
Morphology: d i v i d e d ) G e o l o g y : London Clay W a t e r S u p p l y : P e t t y ' s Brook 

M o a t S ize : c . 10m. wide A r e a E n c l o s e d ; c . 9 5 m . X 7 5 m . 

E x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F i n d s ; 

None 

S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n ; Three arms of o r i g i n a l moat s t i l l v i s i b l e , p a r t l y water a n d p a r t l y 
r u b b i s h f i l l e d . Width and depth of N arm may sugges t use a s f i s h p o n d . 
'Mound' on in s ide of NW c o r n e r . Southern arm now only s u r v i v e s a s f i e ld 
d r a i n a g e d i t c h . 

Associated F e a t u r e s : ? pond on W arm of moat with b r i c k - b u i l t revetment wa l l in 
f ron t of house. I n t e r n a l a r ea a p p e a r s to be s u b - d i v i d e d by a shal low N-S 
d i t c h . 

0 bOm. 

B U I L D I N G S 

D e s c r i p t i o n ; L - shaped b r ick fa rmhouse of 2 s t a g e s wi th in moated a r e a . 
Ou tbu i ld ings to E of moat. 

D a t e : Seventeenth a n d n ine t een th c e n t u r y C o n d i t i o n ; Derelict 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t . 

O r i g i n a l l y i so l a t ed s i t e , in low l y i n g a r e a which was h e a v i l y wooded 
u n t i l 1930 's . Now su r rounded by hous ing e s t a t e s erected c . 1980. 

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

No known medieval documentary r e f e rences a r e known to t h i s 
f a r m , which was not of manor i a l s t a t u s . The t i t he map shows 
an a d j o i n i n g f i e ld to be ca l l ed 'moat p i g h i t l e ' . (2) 

to 
O 



Nan a r U c y Court District: Bas ings toke Parish: Har t ley Wespall N,G.n.: 5U 697 58^ S c h e d u l e d M o n . : - C o n d i t i o n G rade : m SMte 3 

IVHDAT 
Morphology: Square Ge ,ologv: London Clmy W a t e r S u p f 

Channe l or seepage 

M o n t S ize: c . l O n i . wide A r e a E n c l o s e d : 5 " ^ / l O m . 

E x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F i n d s : 

None 

S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n : Small s q u a r e moated s i t e , with a s soc ia t ed f i sh ponds and poss ib le 
enc lo su re . Super ior p la t form leve l , W s ide r a i s e d above s u r r o u n d i n g 
ground l eve l . At p resen t s i te used as a g a r d e n of lawn and s h r u b s . 
Moat p a r t l y f i l l ed in on W. Water in E a rm. 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s : One w e l l - p r e s e r v e d f i sh pond and one smal le r one, poss ib le a 
b reede r t a n k . Wood banks? and vague evidence of ano the r enc losure 
between moat a n d f i s h p o n d s . 

0 50m. 
—J 

B U I L D I N G S 

D e s c r i p t i o n : Small 2 - b a y co t t age 

D a t e : Seventeenth c e n t u r y and l a t e r 
Genera l ly good. 

C o n d i t i o n : some subs idence 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t . 

Low l y i n g , wet, wooded a r e a . Immediately W of Har t ley Wespall 
c h u r c h ; some modern farm b u i l d i n g s to SE-

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

By. the l a t e twel f th c e n t u r y the Waspai l s were in possess ion of a one 
a n d - a - h a l f h ide e s t a t e . By the e a r l y fou r t een th c e n t u r y John Droxford , 

b i shop of Bath and Weils, was ho ld ing the e s t a t e , p r o b a b l y on l ease 
from the Waspa i l s . In 1318 a commission of oyer and t e rmine r was 
i s s u e d , subsequen t to a complaint by the b i shop tha t c e r t a i n men 
from S t r a t f i e l d T u r g i s and Bramley had t r e s p a s s e d on h i s p r o p e r t y , 
f i shed in h i s s tews , and c a r r i e d away f i sh and o ther goods . (3 ) . 
As the moat a n d f i s h p o n d s a r e i n t e g r a l it i s l ike ly the moat was in 
ex i s tence by t h i s d a t e . 



Name Ffobu ry Farm D i s t r i c t : Bas ings toke P a r i s h ; Kingsclere N.G.R,: S l l 5 1 3 5 9 4 S c h e d u l e d M o n . : C o n d i t i o n G rade : I V S i t e no.: 

M O A T 

M o r p h o l o g y : Unknown Geology: London Clay W a t e r S u p p l y : Unknown 

M o a t S i ze : c . 11m. wide A r e a E n c l o s e d : Unknown 

E x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F i n d s : 

None 

S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n : 

A fragment of moat s u r v i v e s a s a s l igh t dep re s s ion in g a r d e n to W of 
house . 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s : 

None 

m 

B U I L D I N G S 

D e s c r i p t i o n : S ix teen th c e n t u r y t imber - f r amed br ick b u i l d i n g of 2 
s t o r e y s , cons i s t i ng of a main E-W block with a N-S 
r a n g e a t the W e n d . Recent a d d i t i o n s . (L i s ted ; Grade 2) 

D a t e . I6th c e n t u r y onwards C o n d i t i o n : Good 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t ; 

I so la t ed s i te at the foot of N s c a r p of Chalk downs in low 
l y i n g , open pos i t ion . 

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

Although it canno t be p r o v e n , it i s l ike ly tha t the e s t a t e was 
a l r e a d y in ex i s tence by 1066. Throughout the medieva l per iod 
it was he ld of the k ing in c h i e f , from 1249, for about two 
c e n t u r i e s , by the Wintershul l f a m i l y . {4). In 1269 William de 
Wintershul l ob t a ined l icence to impark h i s wood of F r o b u r y , 
which con ta ined ten ac r e s by the fores t p e r c h , the s i te of t h i s 
be ing marked by the modern Frobury P a r k copse . (5 ) . Sometime 
between 1282 and 1304 h i s widow Beatr ice p r e sen t ed to the 
c h a p e l of St. Thomas t h e r e , the remains of which s u r v i v e d u n t i l 
the 1930 's , l y i n g to the E of the house . 

In h i s Marches of the Royal Army C a p t . Symonds noted "Monday, 
21 Oc tober"h i s ma jes ty l ay a t King Cleer (at Mr Tower ' s ) a t 
F r o b u r y , a maoted h o u s e . " (7 ) . 

N) 
K) 



N a m e ; Wyeford Farm D i s t r i c t : B a s i n g s t o k e P a r i s h ; Parnber N,G,R.: SU 6 0 0 5 8 9 S c h e d u l e d M o n . : C o n d i t i o n Grade ; H S i t e no.: 

M O A T 

M o r p h o l o g y ; S q u a r e Lower Bagshot C h a n n e l from f i s h 
G e o l o g y ; S a n d s W a t e r S u p p l y ; ponds 

M o a t S ize; c . 10m. wide A r e a E n c l o s e d : - 50ni. x 55m. 

E x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F i n d s ; 

None 

S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n ; S q u a r e moated e n c l o s u r e wi th h o u s e . I n t e r i o r p l a t f o r m on same leve l 
a s s u r r o u n d i n g g r o u n d . Moated e n v i r o n s form w e l l - k e p t l a n d s c a p e d g a r d e n 
a r e a . Other b u i l d i n g s i n c l u d e a m o d e r n i s e d s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y t imbe r f r a m e d 
house with w a t t l e and d a u b I n f i l l to N of moa t . I c e h o u s e / l a r d e r in g r o u n d s to 
W n f m n a t — 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s : Complex of r e g u l a r l y c l e a n e d out c h a n n e l s , p o s s i b l y a s s o c i a t e d wi th 
f i sh p o n d s t hough t to e x i s t by p r e v i o u s f i e ld w o r k e r s . 

0 100m. 
I 

B U I L D I N G S 
D e s c r i p t i o n : S e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y b r i c k a n d t imbe r f r a m e d f a r m h o u s e , 
wi th some l a t e r a d d i t i o n s , a t e a s t e r n c o r n e r of moated a r e a . C a u s e -
w a y e d e n t r a n c e on M s i d e . ( L i s t e d ; G r a d e 2 ) . 

Date: Seven teen th c c n t u r y C o n d i t i o n : Good 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t . 

Low l y i n g , we t , wooded c l a y l a n d l a n d s c a p e . Immed ia t e ly a d j a c e n t to 
Pamber p a r i s h b o u n d a r y . I s o l a t e d p o s i t i o n . 

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

An e s t a t e of h a l f - a - k n l g h t ' s fee he ld by William Holot in Hampsh i re in 
1166 w a s a lmost c e r t a i n l y t he manor known a s ' T a d l e y ' , ' Wi th fo rd ' o r 
' W y f o r d ' . In 1305 it was bough t b y R i c h a r d de la More, in 1337 the 
e s t a t e c o n s i s t i n g of a m e s s u a g e , two c a r u c a t e s of l a n d , t h r e e a c r e s of 
meadow, ten a c r e s of p a s t u r e , ten a c r e s of moor, a n d r e n t s . 

In 1601 the p a r k of ' W y f o r d ' o r T a d l e y ' w a s m e n t i o n e d , w h e r e i n stood 
t h e c a p i t a l m e s s u a g e ; itt 1617 a g r a n t of f r e e w a r r e n w a s o b t a i n e d for 
t h e m a n o r . (8) The p r e s e n t W y e f o r d ' s f a rm a p p a r e n t l y d a t e s f rom t h i s 
t ime a n d the e v i d e n c e s u g g e s t s t h a t a m a j o r r e f u r b i s h m e n t of t he manor 
took p l a c e in the e a r l y s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 



J a m e : Pamber Farm D i s t r i c t : Bas ings toke P a r i s h ; Pamber N,G.R.: SU 622 586 S c h e d u l e d M o n . : C o n d i t i o n Grade : I V S i t e no.; 

dOAT 
•Morphology: ? r e c t a n g u l a r 

G e o l o g y ; London Clay W a t e r S u p p l y : Unknown 

/ l o a t S i ze : Unknown A r e a E n c l o s e d : Unknown 

i x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F i n d s ; 

None 

B U I L D I N G S 

D e s c r i p t i o n ; Modern f a r m b u i l d i n g s 

D a t e ; N ine teen th /Twen t i e th c e n t u r y C o n d i t i o n : Good 

S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n : 

Pond, c . 50m. x c . 20m., a long one edge of a s q u a r e f a r m y a r d , 
s u g g e s t s the poss ib l e p resence of a moal . 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s : 

None 

lOOin. 
I 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t . 

An i so l a t ed s i te south of the medieva l fo res t of Pamber . The number of 
moats in the immediate a r e a i n c r e a s e s the l ike l ihood t h a t t h i s s i t e was 
o r i g i n a l l y t h a t of a moated a s s a r t f a r m . 

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

None known. 

to 
4>-



l a m e : Beaurepa i r e D i s t r i c t ; Bas ings toke P a r i s h : Sherborne St . John N.G.R.: SU 635 582 S c h e d u l e d M o n . : C o n d i t i o n Grade: H I S i t e no.: 7 

1 0 A T 

l o r p h o l o g y : Rec tangu la r 
G e o l o g y : 

London Clay O r i g i n a l source 
W a t e r S u p p l y : unknown 

l o a t Size: c . 20m. wide A r e a E n c l o s e d : c . 1 0 0 m . x 5 5 m . 

• x c a u a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F i n d s : 

None 

Site D e s c r i p t i o n : Large r e c t a n g u l a r moated s i t e , much l a n d s c a p e d and ' improved ' in 
e igh teen th c e n t u r y . Br ick - l ined revetment w a l l s . Wate r - f i l l ed moat, 20m. 
wide at main e a s t e r n a p p r o a c h . 

ftssociated F e a t u r e s : 

Fishponds (a t l ea s t 2) to S . P a r k , f i r s t recorded in 1369-70. 

0 50 m. 

B U I L D I N G S 

D e s c r i p t i o n : Remains of 3 - s to rey se rv ice wing with some a d d i t i o n s . Br ick . 
(L i s t ed : Grade 2) . 

Date Ear ly n ine teen th c e n t u r y and 1964 C o n d i t i o n : Good 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t : 

Low l y i n g , i so la ted woodland s i te in corner of 3 p a r i s h e s . 

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

This ho ld ing was a l i e n a t e d from the manor of Sherborne St. John to 
Bartholomew Peche e a r l y in the r e ign of Henry 111 (1216-72). The 
fami ly held it un t i l 1353 when it was sold to Bernard Brocas , who 
se t t l ed it on h i s nephew, Sir Berna rd Brocas, two y e a r s l a t e r . (9) 
Account ro l l s sugges t the manor was d i l a p i d a t e d at the t ime of i t s s a l e 
a n d the c h a p e l (with g l a s s window), h a l l , chambers and g r a n g e were 
r e p a i r e d . (10) In 1363 g r a n t of f r e e w a r r e n , and in 1369 l icence to 
impark were o b t a i n e d ; the pa rk was p robab ly en l a rged in 1370 (11), 
c e r t a i n l y in 1388 (12) . 

The moated house and i t s s u r r o u n d i n g p a r k a r e shown on a f ine 
p i c t o r i a l map of I 6 l 3 . (13) . 

rv 
4>. 
U1 



Mame: Sherborne Coudray D i s t r i c t : Bas ings toke P a r i s h : Sherborne St . John N.G.R.: SU 636 568 S c h e d u l e d M o n . : - Condition Grade: IV Site no.'. 8 

VIOAT 

Vlorphology: Rec t angu l a r London Clay Supply: Seepage? 
B U I L D I N G S 

D e s c r i p t i o n : None 

Woat Size: One arm c . 35m. long A r e a E n c l o s e d : Not known 

E x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F i n d s : Sites and Monuments Record record s u r f a c e f i n d s of b r i c k , 
t i le and s tone to NE of s i t e . 

S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n : 

Western arm and p a r t of N and S arms s u r v i v i n g , u n d e r p a s t u r e . 
Moat i t se l f s c r u b - c o v e r e d . 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s ; 

Two f i s h p o n d s to E 

0 20in. 
I 

/ / / 

11 

D a t e : Condition: 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t ; S i tua ted on long, gen t l e , downhil l s lope . 
In medieval per iod p r o b a b l y the c a p i t a l messuage of the Sherborne Coudray 
e s t a t e , which had an a s soc i a t ed nuc lea t ed se t t lement . This s i te was 
r e p l a c e d by The Vyne, 125m. to the W, in the e a r l y s ix t een th c e n t u r y . 

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

The manor was a l i e n a t e d to the Fi tz Adams in tlie r e ign of Henry 11 
(1154-89) from the manor of Sherborne St. John, who founded a c h a n t r y 
chape l t h e r e . Pr ior to the mid t h i r t e e n t h cen tu ry the e s t a t e had 
p a s s e d to the Coudray f a m i l y . (14) They ob ta ined l icence to inc lose 
C a u f a l d Wood in 1270; (15) The p a r k subsequen t ly c r ea t ed was damaged 
by the Win te r shu l l ' s, to whom the manor was l ea sed from 1281-92, who 
h a d f e l l e d 80 oaks t he re by 1283. (16) A l ea se of 1369-70 inc luded 
a c l ause to keep in good r e p a i r the h a l l , a d j o i n i n g c h a m b e r s , g r a n g e 
and c h a p e l . (17) 

Le land , w r i t i n g c. 1540, commentated on the manor p roceed ing the Vyne, 
" ( i t ) was no v e r y g r e a t or sumptuous manor p l ace , and was only 
con ta ined wi thin the moat" , going on to note i t s r e b u i l d i n g on a new 
s i t e , and i t s c u r r e n t s t a t u s as "one of the p r i n c i p a l e houses in goodly 
b u i l d i n g of a l l Hampsh i re . " (18) 

That t h e r e was a nuc l ea t ed sett lement a s soc i a t ed with the manor of 
Sherborne Coudray is shown by the s u r v i v i n g Vyne e s t a t e documents . (19) 

N5 



N a m e ; L a n c e l e v y Farm D i s t r i c t : B a s i n g s t o k e P a r i s h : S h e r f i e l d on Loddon N .G .R.: SU 6 9 2 572 S c h e d u l e d M o n . : C o n d i t i o n Grade: H I S i t e no.: 9 

M O A T 

M o r p h o l o g y : S q u a r e G e o l o g y : 1 - o n d o n C l a y W a t e r S u p p l y . C h a n n e l s 

M o a t Size: c . 7m. wide A r e a E n c l o s e d : c . 3 5 m . X 3 5 m . 

E x c a u a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F i n d s : 

None 

S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n : F a i r l y deep moat , p a r t l y r u b b i s h f i l l e d . I n t e r n a l e n c l o s u r e u s e d a s 
g a r d e n . Access to i n t e r i o r i s now by a f o o t b r i d g e a t midd le of SW a r m . 
I n n e r f a c e of moat r e v e t t e d w i t h T u d o r - t y p e b r i c k s - not known w h e t h e r 
o r i g i n a l . 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s : 

One, p o s s i b l y two, f i s h p o n d s to SE. 

0 20m. 

V X / . 

BUILDINGS 
Description: None 

Da te ; C o n d i t i o n : 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t ! 

Low l y i n g w e t l a n d s . I s o l a t e d p a r i s h - e d g e s i t e c lose to River Loddon. 
E i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y f a r m h o u s e a n d a n c i l l a r y b u i l d i n g s to SE. 

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

The h o l d i n g i s f i r s t documented in the l a t e f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y , a l t h o u g h it 
i s l i k e l y t h a t i t h a d i t s o r i g i n s a s a med ieva l f r e e h o l d e s t a t e . 



Sianie: S h e r f i e l d C o u r t District: B a s i n g s t o k e Parish; S h e r f i e l d on L o d d o n MG.H.: s u 672 568 Schedu led Mon . : _ C o n d i t i o n Grade: I I I S i te no.: 10 

SAOAT 

VXorphology: S u b - s q u a r e Geology: London Clay W a t e r S u p p l y : U n k n o w n 

BUILDINGS 

D e s c r i p t i o n ; None 

Woat Size: c. 20m. wide (in p a r t s ) Area Enc losed: 60tTi. x 5 0 m . 

E x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F inds : 

None 

Si te D e s c r i p t i o n : 

Heavily l a n d s c a p e d moated s i t e . Water f i l l ed and used a s o rnamen ta l pond . 
In t e r i o r used as l a w n . Access by b r i d g e a t cen t re of SE a rm. 

A s s o c i a t e d Fea tu res : 

None 

0 50m. 
I 

Condition: 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d Assoc ia ted S e t t l e m e n t . 

On a low g r a v e l r i dge a d j a c e n t to p a r i s h chu rch (St. Leonards) which has 
s u r v i v i n g fou r t een th c e n t u r y f e a t u r e s . Sher f ie ld Court bu i l t in e a r l y 
e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y . — 

D O C U M E N T A R Y EVIDENCE 

At the time of Domesday the manor was a p a r t of the r o y a l manor ol 
Odiham. It was a l i e n a t e d by Henry 11 p r i o r to 1168. About 1274 it 
was g r a n t e d to John de Win te r shu l l . (21) He and h i s wife were 
a p p a r e n t l y r e spons ib l e for the c r ea t i on of a p a r k the re wliich i nco rpo ra t ed 
v i l l a g e common l a n d , the men of Sher f ie ld be ing compensated by p a s t u r e s 
c a l l e d ' S h e r f i e l d ' a n d 'La B r e c h e ' . (22) An inqu i s i t i on post mortem of 
1332 s t a t ed t h a t t he p a r k was of 80 a c r e s ; (23) t h i s i s app rox ima te ly 
the same size as the s q u a r e enc losure a r o u n d Sher f ie ld Court and the 
a d j a c e n t c h u r c h . La Breche. j u d g i n g by the posi t ion of Breach Farm (11) 
was close to SherfieTff Green, the p resen t v i l l a g e , and it a p p e a r s 
pos s ib l e tha t t he act ion of the WintershuVls e i the r i n s t i g a t e d by fo rce , 
or gave impetuts to, a c h a n g e in the s i te of the v i l l a g e from a round the 
chu rch (the a r e a today ca l l ed 'Church E n d ' ) to i t s present s i te a s 
Sher f i e ld Green, one ki lometre to the n o r t h - e a s t . 

-!>-oo 



Name; Breach Fanii District: B a s i n g s t o k e P a r i s h : Sherf ie ld on Loddon N.G.R.: SU 683 578 S c h e d u l e d M o n . : - C o n d i t i o n Grade; 1V S i t e no.: 1 1 

MQAT 
Morphology: Rec t angu la r Geology: Clay Channe l s 

B U I L D I N G S 

Description: ?Seventeenth c e n t u r y a n d l a t e r fa rmhouse and ' / f i f teenth cen tu ry 
5 - b a y c ruck b a r n . (L i s ted ; Grade 2) . 

Moat Size: c . 10m. wide Area Enclosed: 5 0 m . x 75m. 

E x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F i n d s : 

None 

Site Description; Derel ic t , p a r t i a l l y i n f i l l ed moat s i t e , be ing used a s r u b b i s h dump 
along N a rm. Water f i l l ed in p a r t s . Now crossed by c a u s e w a y s a t 3 
po in t s ; t h a t at the c e n t r e of the SW arm may r e p r e s e n t the o r i g i n a l 
e n t r a n c e . 

D a t e ; C o n d i t i o n ; l ^ o o r 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t ; 

P a r i s h edge s i t e , c lose to River Loddon. Now close to the v i l l a g e of 
S h e r f i e l d , but t h i s may be the resu l t of l a t e t h i r t e e n t h cen tu ry sh i f t in 
v i l l a g e s i t e . 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s : 

In f i l l ed? f i shpond to SW 

0 
L-

50 fn. 
I 

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

The a r e a of the p a r i s h where th i s s i te l i es was known as 'La Breche' a I 
l ea s t as e a r l y a s c . 1274, (see Sher f ie ld Cour t , s i te 10) but there is no 
known mention of t i l ls spec i f i c s i te in medieval r eco rds . (24) 

ND 



N a m e : C l a p p e r s Farm D i s t r i c t : B a s i n g s t o k e P a r i s h : S i l c h e s t e r N,G.R.: SU 6 5 1 6 U S c h e d u l e d M o n . : - Condition Grade: 11 S i t e no.: 12 

M O A T 

M o r p h o l o g y : S q u a r e „ , London Clay 
G e o l o g y : W a t e r S u p p l y : C h a n n e l 

B U I L D I N G S 

Description: None 

M o a t Size; £ • 1 2 m . wide A r e a E n c l o s e d : c . 25rn, x 25ni. 

E x c a u a t i o n s / S u t f a c e F i n d s : 

None Date : C o n d i t i o n : 

S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n : 

Wate r f i l l ed a n d wel l p r e s e r v e d moat wi th m a t u r e t r e e s on i n t e r i o r . 
S u r r o u n d i n g a r e a u n d e r p a s t u r e . 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s : 

Ditched a n d b a n k e d e n c l o s u r e to S. Di tched e n c l o s u r e to N. 

0 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t . 

Low l y i n g , s h a l l o w , v a l l e y bottom s i t e , 
p a r i s h . 

Located t o w a r d s e a s t e r n e d g e of 
I n s i d e m e d i e v a l / p o s t - m e d i e v a l p a r k . 

D O C U M E N T A R Y EV IDENCE 

The m a n o r , d i v i d e d a t Domesday, a s i t s o v e r l o r d s h i p w a s to be for most 
of the med ieva l p e r i o d , w a s a c t u a l l y he ld by the Blue ts a n d then the 
C u s a n c e s be tween 1086 a n d the l a t e r f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . (25) In 120/, 
permiss ion was g i v e n for a park To be inc lo sed , il subsequent ly be ing 
ment ioned in an i n q u i s i t i o n post mortem of 1348. (26) P r e s u m a b l y it i s 
t he same p a r k shown on a m a p " o n 5 5 3 1 which c l e a r l y shows the moat 
l y i n g in i t s SE c o r n e r . No b u i l d i n g s a r e shown wi th in the moat . (27) 
The enc losed a r e a of the moat i s r a t h e r s m a l l , a n d t h i s would f a v o u r 
the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t t h i s was t h e s i t e of a p a r k l o d g e . However, a s t h e 
nianor w a s a t t imes d i v i d e d it i s p o s s i b l e t h a t t he moat was the s i t e of 
a s e i g n e u r i a l r e s i d e n c e , t h e main m a n o r i a l s i t e b e i n g w i t h i n t he Roman 
w a l l e d town . ' C l a p p e r s ' i s t he name of the modern f a r m c lose to the 
s i t e . I t s a n t i q u i t y i t not k n o w n . In 1358 l a n d s c a l l e d ' l a mote ' or 
' l e ve i l V y ( n e s ? ) ' were no ted in S i l c h e s t e r . (28) . 

K) 



Turgia Court District: B a s i n g s t o k e Parish: S t r a t f i e l d T u r g i s N.G.R.: SU 690 601 S c h e d u l e d M o n . : C o n d i t i o n Grade; 111 S i t e no.: ^ 3 

OAT 

o r p h o l o g y : Rec tangu la r 
G e o l o g y : 

London Clay 
W a t e r S u p p l y : 

Stream 

oa t S ize: 10m. wide A r e a E n c l o s e d : C . 3 8 m . x 3 5 m . 

( c a u a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F i n d s ; 

None 

i t e D e s c r i p t i o n : 

E arm formed by a r t i f i c i a l wa te rcour se d i v e r t e d from River Loddon. 
Remainder of moat marshy and l a r g e l y i n f i l l e d . Two b r i c k p i e r s of b r i d g e 
on W arm. 

s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s : 

None 

0 20m. 
_ j 

B U I L D I N G S 

Description: E igh teen th c e n t u r y f a rmhouse . (L is ted : Grade 2 ) . 

D a t e : Eighteenth cen tu ry Condition: Good 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t . 

Low l y i n g marshy a r e a of meadows, 100m. from River Loddon. Adjacent 
to c h u r c h (All Sa ins , t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y ) , now r e d u n d a n t . 

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

The manor was held by the Turg i s fami ly of the Por ts and St. Johns . (29) 
Nothing is known about i t s p h y s i c a l form. 

fO cn 



N a m e : 
Monk Sherborne 
Pr io ry 

District: B a s i n g s t o k e Parish: Monk Sherborne N,G.R,; SU 609 581 S c h e d u l e d M o n . : C o n d i t i o n Grade: 11 S i t e no.: I / , 

M O A T 

Morphology: S q u a r e 
G e o l o g y : 

London Clay 
W a t e r S u p p l y : Channe l s or a s t ream 

Moat Size: c . 7 m . w i d e A r e a E n c l o s e d : 2 0 m . x 2 0 m . 

Excavations/Surface Finds: In 1975 rescue excava t ion p r i o r to s u r f a c e wate r d r a i n a g e 
scheme a round church r evea l ed no evidence as to func t ion or da t e of moated 
a r e a . (30) 

S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n : 

At p resen t moated a r e a s u r r o u n d s p a r t of chui-chyard to N or c h u r c h , and 
is h e a v i l y ove rg rown . The e a s t e r n arm is formed from N-S s t ream bed . 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s : An a r e a ex i s t s to the W of the s i te bounded by 3 l i n e a r d i tches 
a poss ib le f i sh pond a l so e x i s t s to W of f a rm b u i l d i n g . 

0 
L_ 

50m. 
—I 

B U I L D I N G S 

Description: Twelf th cen tu ry a l i en p r i o r y church of St. Mary and 
St. John. 

Date: Mainly twe l f th c e n t u r y Condition: Good 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t : 

Low l y i n g i so l a t ed s i t u a t i o n , su r rounded by open f a r m l a n d . To S of 
chu rch l i es l8 th c e n t u r y fa rmhouse a n d farm b u i l d i n g s . 

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

The manor was g r a n t e d to the newly- founded a l ien p r i o r y of Sherborne (St. 
Vigor de Cer i sy) by Henry de Por t , the chu rch be ing consec ra t ed between 
1107 and 1129. A c e r t a i n amount can be r econs t ruc t ed about i t s ho ld ings 
and p r o s p e r i t y , but l i t t l e can be added to what can be adduced from a 
s tudy of the s t a n d i n g f a b r i c about i t s b u i l d i n g s . The t w e l f t h - c e n t u r y 
b u i l d i n g seems to have been c ruc i fo rm, and a i s l e l e s s , with a c e n t r a l 
tower . The E end was l eng thened c . 1220. To the S l ay the c l o i s t e r . 
In 1462 the p r i o r y was i n d i r e c t l y g r a n t e d to Queens College, Oxford, and 
the p r i o r y b u i l d i n g s , with the except ion of the por t ion r ema in ing t o d a y , 
were demol ished. The c h u r c h con t inued to se rve a s the p a r i s h church of 
Pamber . (31) 

NJ 
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Name: Blackmoor House District: Eas t Hampsh i re Parish: Se lbo rne N.<3.R.: SU 779 328 S c h e d u l e d M o n . : - C o n d i t i o n Grade: I V Site no.: 15 

M O A T 

Morphology: S q u a r e Gau l t Water Supply: ^ p r i n g 

B U I L D I N G S 

Description; None 

M o a t Size: c . 10m. wide A r e a E n c l o s e d : C . 3 0 m . x 3 0 m . 

Excauations/Surface Finds: I " t h e mid n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , when t h e p r e s e n t Blackmoor 
House was b u i l t r e p l a c i n g an old f a r m h o u s e , q u a n t i t i e s of Roman a n d l a t e r 
m a t e r i a l were f o u n d , i n c l u d i n g some on the i s l a n d of , a n d i n , t he moat . (32) 

Site Description; I n t e r n a l e n c l o s u r e , now comple t e ly o v e r g r o w n wi th r h o d o d e n d r o n s , 
s u r r o u n d e d by a w a t e r f i l l e d moat , p r o b a b l y e n l a r g e d to S. 
Moat e v i d e n t l y modi f ied to s e r v e a s a l a n d s c a p e f e a t u r e , p o s s i b l y in 
n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s : 

None 

0 50m. 
_ j 

D a t e : C o n d i t i o n : 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t , 

Fla t m a r s h y l a n d , i s o l a t e d a n d wooded, on W edge of Woolmer F o r e s t . 
Blackmoor House ( n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y ) l i e s 100m. to NE. 

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

The manor of Blackmoor w a s o r i g i n a l l y p a r t of t he a n c i e n t demesne of the 
c r o w n , p e r t a i n i n g to Woolmer F o r e s t , in 1240 Henry 111 g r a n t i n g the 
T e m p l a r s s ix a c r e s of l a n d on the p e r i p h e r y of t he m a n o r . In the 
t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h e r e i s some e v i d e n c e to s u g g e s t t h a t t he manor was 
held b y L a u r e n c e de Heyes (or H e i g h e s ) , p r o b a b l y in c u s t o d y fo r t he 
k i n g , a n d members of a p p a r e n t l y t he same f a m i l y a p p e a r a s h o l d e r s 
of the manor a t v a r i o u s t imes u n t i l t he s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y . (33) 

It i s p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e s i t e w a s o r i g i n a l l y a r o y a l h u n t i n g l o d g e . 

CJl 
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N a m e : Holdshott Farm DwMrict: Hart Parish: Heckfield N,G.R.: sU 741 603 Schedu led Mon . : C o n d i t i o n Grade: S i te no.: 1 6 

MOAT 

Morphology: S q u a r e Geology: L o n d o n C l a y Water Supply: 

Channel from r ive r? 
(des t royed ) 

Moat Size: c . 1 2 m . w i d e Area Enc losed . £ . 60m. X 60m. (from Ti the Map) 

E x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F inds : 

None 

Si te D e s c r i p t i o n : 

Tithe map shows a s q u a r e moated e n c l o s u r e . In 1956, only 20m. of 
N arm s u r v i v e d . Now completely i n f i l l e d . 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s : 

None 

0 50m. 

BUILDINGS 
Description: Nineteenth c e n t u r y co t t ages and farm b u i l d i n g s Holdshott 

Mill and 
(L i s t ed : 

;lillhouse - s e v e n t e e n t h / e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 
Mill a n d Millhouse Grade 2) 

Date: Nineteenth c e n t u r y Condition: Good 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d Assoc ia ted Se t t l emen t . 

F l a t , low ly ing si te close to p a r i s h b o u n d a r y , and a d j a c e n t to River 
Whitewater . Farmhouse and b u i l d i n g s on p e r i p h e r y . 

D O C U M E N T A R Y EVIDENCE 

The m a n o r ' s o r i g i n s l ie in a g r a n t by John de Port to the p r io r and 
convent of Merton (Sur rey) of a h ide of l a n d in l l eckf ie ld , with a wood, 
meadow, common p a s t u r e and r i g h t of p a n n a g e , t h i s be ing before 1208. 
Evident ly the p r io ry e n g a g e d in c l e a r a n c e on the manor , for in a 
conf i rmat ion of the o r i g i n a l c h a r t e r in 1208 the p r i o r qu i tc la imed to 
Robert De St Maneso, Lord of l l eckf ie ld , a l l a s s a r t s and p u r p r e s t u r e s 
t h a t he had made t h e r e , in exchange for f i e ld s ca l l ed 'Dainymore ' and 
' Le Breche ' , a n d a mill pond in Holdshott . The manor remained with 
Merton un t i l the Disso lu t ion . Nothing is known of themedieva l b u i l d i n g s 
on the s i t e , o the r t h a n t h a t t he re was a chape l in the manor ia l 
enc losu re , which was r ep laced by one at Mat t ingley in the four teen th 
c e n t u r y . (34) If it is cor rec t to i d e n t i f y th i s s i te with Mer lon ' s 
e s t a t e , the removal of the chape l may echo the removal of a res iden t 
monast ic p resence , a n d the l e a s i n g of the f a r m . 

(O 
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Name: South Char fo rd Farm District: Forest Parish: B r e a t n o r e N,G,R.: SU 1 6 9 1 8 2 Scheduled Mon. : Cond i t ion Grade: I V Si te no.: 17 

MOAT 

Morphology; ? S q u a r e 
Channe l s from 

Geology: Galley Grave l s water Supply: River Avon 

Moat Size: c . 1 5 m . w i d e Area Enclosed: c . 60m. X 50m. 

E x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e Finds: 

None 

Site Desc r i p t i on : 

Water f i l l e d . W arm p a r t l y s u r v i v e s , whi ls t S i s almost o b l i t e r a t e d . 
A f a i n t depress ion on E s ide may be o r i g i n a l moat edge . 

A s s o c i a t e d Features: 

None 

0 50 m. 

BUILDINGS 

Description; Pos t -medieva l b u i l d i n g c a l l e d Nos. 1 and 2 Dairy 
Co t t ages . (L i s ted ; Grade 2) 

Date: U n k n o w n Condition: Good 

Topography a n d Associated Set t lement ; 

Low l y i n g s i te in v a l l e y of Avon. P a r i s h edge s i t e . Farmhouse anu 
a n c i l l a r y b u i l d i n g s to N of moat. Site of manor i a l chape l 75m. NW 
of moat . 

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE 

The manor was p a r t of the Por t , l a t e r St. John o v e r l o r d s h i p , and 
was he ld of it th roughout most of the twel f th and t h i r t e e n t h 
c e n t u r i e s by the Chernet f a m i l y . By 1305, however , Ol iver de la 
Zouche was t e n a n t and was the r ec ip ien t of a g r a n t of f ree war ren 
for South C h a r f o r d and 'La Hyde ' . 

The chape l which stood to the N of the p r e sen t fa rm was r epu ted ly 
bu i l t by Sir John Popham with the consent of the p r io r of Breamore 
be ing ded i ca t ed by Nicholas , b i shop of Bath and Wells (Nicholas 
Bubwith , 1A07-24) , d u r i n g a v a c a n c y in the See of Winchester . By 
the l a t e e igh t een th c e n t u r y the chape l was r u i n o u s , and the 'o ld 
m a t e r i a l ' was g r a n t e d for the en la rgement and r e b u i l d i n g of Hale 
c h u r c h . (35) 
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Holbury Manor District: New Forest Parish: Fawley N.(1R.: SU 428 036 S c h e d u l e d Mon.: N o . 4 7 6 Condi t ion Grade: SWena: 
IQAT 

lorphology: Square Geology: Grave l ^ater Supply: Channe l s 

l o a t S i ze : c . 1 0 m . wide Area Enclosed: 45rr i . x 4 5 r n . 

xcavations/Surface Finds: Medieval po t t e ry a n d t i l e s sugges t s poss ib le p resence 
of b u i l d i n g s on i n t e r i o r of s i t e . 

>itB Desc r i p t i on : 

Well p r e s e r v e d , p a r t l y w a t e r - f i l l e d moat with ? e n t r a n c e s on W and E 
arme." Area now an open space under the c a r e of the p a r i s h counc i l . 

Associated Features: Nearby low e a r t h w o r k s whose func t ion and da t e a r e unknown. 
Poss ible one or two f i sh ponds to N or s i t e . 

0 50m. 
_ j 

BUILDINGS 

Desc r ip t i on : N o n e 

Date: - Condit ion: 

Topography a n d Assoc ia ted Set t lement . 
Roman road close by with a s soc i a t ed se t t l ement . The moated s i te is low 
l y i n g in a shal low v a l l e y ; wi th in a well wooded a r e a . Holbury Manor 
House 150m. to E (gu t t ed by f i r e in 1976) was of s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y and l a t e r da te . 

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE 

This is the site of one of the granges of the Cistercian abbey of Beaulieu, which lay 

three miles to the W. It first appears, as an established concern, in the Account Book of 

1269-70, with attached labour of two conversi, six famuli, two garciones, three ploughmen 

and one carpenter. 

Whilst conclusions based on a single year's accounts are dangerous, it is worth noting that, 

of the granges of the Great Close, the labour figures indicate that at this time Holbury was 

about the same size as Sowley, these being smaller than the other establishments. Holbury 

is unusual in not having pastoral keepers (e.g. herdsmen) noted. This impression of 

comparative size is reflected in the accounts of corn, wheat, oats and associated crops 

produced. 

In terms of livestock the grange was slightly unusual in that it held more mares than 

horses, and had only one foal. It was the only grange of the Great Close which did not 

supply butter and cheese to the abbey, it lacking.as noted before, a paid cowman. Overall, 

the number of cattle, 37. at Holbury is low, Sowley having 63, the other 3 granges having 

two to three hundred beasts. Neither Holbury nor Sowley had a bull. Other income came 

from two leads for making salt. Overall, the impression is that at this stage Holbury was 

not a large grange, but one which played an important part in supplying the monastic house 

at Beaulieu. At least in this role there is a liint of a bias towards cereal production 

with few animals being kept. (37) 

There is evidence of a period of expansion in the late thirteenth and early fourteenth 

century. In 1229, for instance, 60 acres of waste at 'Nutleys' were added to the grange, 

to provide high altar furnishings. The expansion of Holbury and the adjoining manor of 

Otterwood was sufficiently extensive to lead local commoners to destroy assart boundaries 

in 1324. (38) 

By 1409 the grange, like several others, was impoverished. Before the Dissolution it was 

leased to John and Alice Pace, who were related to the abbot. (39) Apparently they resided 

within the abbey precinct rather than at the grange, although apparently carrying out 

building works at Holbury. John Pace's will of 1559 refers to "my new house at Holbury", 

and gives details of the rooms there, and it is likely tliat ttiis was the recently 

destroyed Holbury Manor House, which had been built as direct replacement for the 

moated grange. (40) 

to 
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N a m e : Parsonage Farm D i s t r i c t : New Forest Parish: F ' o r d i n g b r i d g e N.G.n. SU 1 4 4 1 4 6 S c h e d u l e d M o n . ; N o . 5 4 9 C o n d i t i o n Grade: I V S i t e no.: 19 

M O A T 

M o r p h o l o g y : Kectangular 
G e o l o g y : 

Alluvium 
W a t e r S u p p l y 

Channel from 
Sweatford Water 

M o a t S ize: £ • 7 . 5 m . w i d e A r e a E n c l o s e d : ^ 4 5 m . x 3 5 m . 

Excavat ions /Surface Finds: 

None 

Sile Descrfption: 

Par t ly welt p rese rved moat, e spec ia l ly wa te r - f i l l ed W arm. 
In ter ior g r a s sed and used a s a ga rden 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s : 

0 ZOni. 

^ r r r , 

B U I L D I N G S 

D e s c r i p t i o n : 

D a t e : 

N o n e 

C o n d i t i o n : 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t ; 

On N edge of Ford ingbr idge at base of shor t , steep slope to W; 
low ly ing marshy ground to S; Parsonage Farm (c. 1700) to E. 

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

None known 

ro 
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N a m e : Milton Manor D i s t r i c t : New Milton P a r i s h : Lymington N.G.R.: SZ 238 9/^1 S c h e d u l e d M o n . : C o n d i t i o n Grade: V S i t e no,: 2 0 

M O A T 

M o r p h o l o g y : S q u a r e Geology: B r i c k e a r t h Water Supply: C h a n n e l t o N c o r n e r 

M o a t Size: £ . Am. wide and 1.2m. deep A r e a E n c l o s e d : c . 2 7 m . x 2 7 m . 

E x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F i n d s : 

Rescue e x c a v a t i o n s u n d e r t a k e n d u r i n g 1956. (42) 

S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n : Now p a r t of hous ing e s t a t e . Site t o t a l l y de s t royed . Excava t ions r evea l ed 
th ree pe r iods of l a t e Saxon and e a r l y medieval occupa t ion sea led by c . 60 -
llOcm. of ma te r i a l d e r i v i n g from the cons t ruc t ion of the moat in the four t een th 
c e n t u r y . Tile s p r e a d s may I n d i c a t e the a l ignment of b u i l d i n g s . An ou te r bank 
r a n ou t s ide the moat . The l a t e s t f i n d s were f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y , i n d i c a t i n g a 

r e a s o n a b l y shor t pe r iod of occupat ion for the a c t u a l 
moated s i t e . 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s : 

None 

0 
L-

20i:i. 
—J 

BUILDINGS 
Description: None 

Condition: 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t . 

Low ly ing coas ta l s i t e , now nea r town c e n t r e . Manor Farm l ay 125m. to W 
of moated s i t e , both c . 150m. S of Milton Green and v i l l a g e . 

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

The o v e r l o r d s h i p of the manor was held by the Por t s a n d t h e i r 
successors the St. Johns , with the Chernet family hold ing the manor 
from them un t i l the l a t e four t een th c e n t u r y . However, t h i s was 
a p p e a r e n t l y only an in t e rmed ia t e l o r d s h i p , a s severa l immediate 
ho lde rs a r e known from the t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . (43) In 1304 one of 
these ho lde r s , Thomas Chalcombe, received g r a n t s of f ree w a r r e n , 
of a weekly Tuesday market and of an a n n u a l f a i r for Milton. (44) 

to 
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N a m e : Manor Farm District; T e s t V a l l e y N.G.R.: Sy 2 7 5 2 0 3 S c h e d u l e d M o n . : - C o n d i t i o n Grade: I V S i t e no.: 2 1 

M O A T 

Morphology S u b - r e c t a n g u l a r Geology: Valley Gravel wmar Supply: Channe l 

B U I L D I N G S 

Description: None 

Moat Size: c . 7.0m. v i d e A r e a E n c l o s e d : c . 50m. X 60m. 

Excavatlong/Surface Finds: 

None 

S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n : 

Water f i l l e d , p a r t i a l l y i n f i l l ed moat . I n t e r i o r a r ea h a s a number of 
small t r ee s and s h r u b s ; not c u l t i v a t e d a n d used by domest ica ted d u c k s . 

Associated Features: 

None 

0 50m. 
I 

/ v / 
Y 

'^irjjrr 

Date : C o n d i t i o n : 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t : 

Low l y i n g , we t l and s i te on a gen t l e slope to 5. Sur rounded by meadows. 
The modern Manor Farm, an e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y b u i l d i n g , l i es to N of s i t e . 

D O C U I V I E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

The manor was held of the k i n g - i n - c h i e f for iTie se rv ice of keep ing the 
p a r k of Melchet . The medieval ho lde rs a r e Icnown, but no th ing of the 
manor ia l b u i l d i n g s . (45) 
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N a m e : The Manor House District: Winchester Parist>; Otterbou rne N.G.n.: 5U 46A 22̂  S c h e d u l e d M o n . : N o . 1 7 0 C o n d i t i o n Grade: n S i t e no.: 2 2 

M O A T 

M o r p h o l o g y : Q v a l 
G e o l o g y ; Valley Gravel W a t e r S u p p l y : 

Channe l s from 
River I tchen 

Moat Size: c . 1 2 m . w i d e A r e a E n c l o s e d : c . 1 1 5 m . x 6 0 m . 

E x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F i n d s : 

None 

S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n : 

Large , oval s i t e . On N a n d li s ides moat i s wa te r f i l l ed a n d well 
p r e s e r v e d . On W a n d S s ides somewhat overgrown and i n f i l l e d but 
a l l oge the r a good, well p r e s e r v e d , s i t e . 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s ; 

N o n e 

0 50m, 

I ' 

B U I L D I N G S 

D e s c r i p t i o n : The Manor House is seventeen th c e n t u r y , possibly^ 
i n c o r p o r a t i n g an o lder b u i l d i n g . (Listed: Grade 2) 

D a t e ; 1629 d a t e s tone Condition: Good 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t . 

LOW l y i n g we t l and s i te in va l l ey of River I t chen . N of moat l ies s i te of 
medieval c h u r c h , g r a v e y a r d and sett lement (moved c . e igh teen th c e n t u r y 
when new road to Winchester b u i l t ) . 

D O C U I V I E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

The e s t a t e was g r a n t e d to the church at Winchester £ . 978, and was 
a l r e a d y a l i e n a t e d a t the time of Domesday. The ho lders a r e va r i ed 
and the descent somewhat con fused , and it a p p e a r s tha t the manor was 
at t imes d i v i d e d . In 1253 Bartholomew de C a p e l l a , who was ho ld ing 
the manor , h a d l icence to inc lose h i s wood of Ot te rborne c a l l e d 
wi th in the r o y a l fores t of Ashley. Iii the mid f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y the 
manor was g r a n t e d to Magdalen College, Oxford . (46) 

m 
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N a m e : Marwel! Manor Dis t r i c t ; Winchester P a r i s h ; Owlesbury N,G.R.: SU 500 207 S c h e d u l e d M o t i . : N o . 172 C o n d i t i o n Grade; H I S i t e no.: 2 3 

M O A T 

M o r p h o l o g y : Rec tangu la r G e o l o g y : Reading Beds W a t e r S u p p l y : C h a n n e l s 

M o a t Size: c . 15m. wide A r e a E n c l o s e d ; 5 ' 1 3 0 m . x 1 1 0 m . 

E x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F i n d s : I n v e s t i g a t i o n s by p r e v i o u s owners have r evea l ed Roman and 
medieval occupat ion ev idence . (47) 

BUILDINGS 

D e s c r i p t i o n ; Marwell Manor Farm cons i s t s of b u i l d i n g s of v a r y i n g 
d a t e s . Main house h a s da t e stone of 1575 and e a r l i e r 
f e a t u r e s , a l t hough mainly of a l a t e r d a t e . 
(L i s t ed : Grade 2) 

Da te ; C o n d i t i o n ; Good 

S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n ; Well p r e s e r v e d , p a r t l y wet moat, a l t hough l a n d s c a p e d in p a r t s . 
Overgrown and somewhat i n f i l l e d on E. Poss ib le s i te of e n t r a n c e on N 
arm 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t : 

Low-ly ing meadowland . I so la t ed s i te l y i n g wi thin i t s p a r k . 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s ; 

Six f i shponds and p a r k bounda ry 

0 100 m. 

.-.wniimiim/. 

1 1 

3 a 
3 - 3 
^ ^ 'nrfirtiifnniiuiKif/iirjrrfrdri 
•̂ frrTTif f rninrnfruuTMiri jiritinTnii" 

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

This was a major rural manor of the bishops of Winchester from the mid tenth 

to the late sixteenth century. It had an associated park from at least 1279 

until the seventeenth century. (48) 

The first extant Pipe Roll of the bishopric, for 1208-9, records considerable 

building activity at Marwell. Subsequent to a fire, the apparent scale of 

which may indicate that the twelfth-century buildings were mainly of timber, 

work is noted on a chamber with a stone chimney near the chapel, which may 

have been part of the college of secular priests founded there by Bishop 

Henry de Blois (1129-71), also on a hall and adjoining passage, and on a 

high chamber whose roof was raised. (49) In 1210-11 tiie very large sum of 

40s. was spent on paintings for the chamber with the chimney, wtiich suggests 

that it was the bishop's own residence. 

In 1210-11 major work was done on the kitchen and on new private chambers.(50) 

In 1213 a barn, sheep houses, oxhouse, dairy, ciderpress and orchard were 

mentioned; it is possible that some, or all,of the farm buildings lay inside 

the moat, forming a separate court from the episcopal accommodation. 

In 1251 a grannary and piggeries were mentioned, and a room in which falcons 

were kept. In subsequent years a new stone wardrobe was built, and various 

chambers are named in the accounts, allowing their form and function to be 

suggested. (51) Evidently the rebuilding in the first half of the thirteenth 

century was largely in stone, but the manor still consisted of a collection 

of detached lodgings, halls and offices, linked by pentices. (52) 

In the post-Dissolution period, after the transfer of the estate to the laiety, 

the demolition of the medieval buildings, and the use of the site as a 

convenient source of stone,can be seen. (53) 

cr, 



N a m e : Wickham Glebe D i s t r i c t : Havant Parish: Wickham N,G.R.: SU 5 7 5 1 1 5 

M O A T 

Morphology: R e c t a n g u l a r 
Channel from 

G e o l o g y : ^London Clay W a t e r S u p p l y : River Meon 

M o a t S i ze : £.. 8m. wide , 2m. deep A r e a E n c l o s e d : c . 235m. x c.90m. 

E x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F i n d s : 

See below, c h a p t e r 4. for summary of e x c a v a t i o n s u n d e r t a k e n 1975-80. 

S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n : 

Nothing remains v i s i b l e above g round of t h i s s i t e , on which e x c a v a t i o n s 
were u n d e r t a k e n in a d v a n c e of t h r e a t e n e d road development . 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s : 

3 f i s h p o n d s . 

100 m. 

S c h e d u l e d M o n . : C o n d i t i o n G rade : I V S i t e no.: 2 4 

B U I L D I N G S 

D e s c r i p t i o n : Site impinged on by modern houses . 

D a t e : Twentieth c e n t u r y C o n d i t i o n : Good 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d Assoc ia ted S e t t l e m e n t ; 

To N l i e s the c h u r c h of St . Nicholas , the pa r i s l i chu rch of Wickham, a 
small town which l i es to the W of the s i t e . 

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

The manor was held in the mid t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y by Roger de Scures 
of the Port f a m i l y . Despite the size of the s i te and i t s p r o b a b l e 
impor tance v i r t u a l l y no useful, documentary sources have been found 
which dea l with the s i t e . (54) 



Name: C r a n b o u r n e D i s t r i c t : Winches te r P a r i s h ; Wonston N.G.R.: SU 479 407 S c h e d u l e d M o n . : C o n d i t i o n G rade : 1 1 1 S i t e n o : 2 5 

M O A T 

M o r p h o l o g y : R e c t a n g u l a r 
G e o l o g y : Alluvium W a t e r S u p p l y : S p r i n g 

M o a t S ize : c . lOm. wide A r e a E n c l o s e d ; c . 9 0 m . x 4 5 m . 

E x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F i n d s : 

B u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l e v i d e n t in E of i n t e r i o r 

S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n : 

W a t e r f i l l e d moat on 3 s i d e s - r e s o n a b l y well p r e s e r v e d . W a rm b e i n g used 
a s a smal l w a t e r c r e s s b e d . Al though much i n f i l l e d N arm i s t r a c e a b l e . 
I n t e r n a l e n c l o s u r e u s e d a s smal l p l a n t a t i o n a n d game r e a r i n g a r e a . 

B U I L D I N G S 

D e s c r i p t i o n : None 

D a t e : C o n d i t i o n : 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t : 

Low l y i n g I t c h e n - v a l l e y s i t e on s p r i n g l i n e a t bottom of h a l k down. 
Modern h o u s e s c lose to N of s i t e . 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s : 

None 

0 50m. 

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

Between the t w e l f t h a n d t h e mid f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y the manor of C r a n b o r n e 
w a s he ld by the B r a y b o e f s . C r a n b o u r n e Farm moat i s l i k e l y lo 
r e p r e s e n t t he s i t e of t h e c a p i t a l m e s s u a g e of t h i s e s t a t e . (5b) 

to 
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N a m e : Ch i lwor th Manor Farm D i s t r i c t : Test Va l l ey P a r i s h : Chi lwor th N.G.R.: SU 402 187 

M O A T 

M o r p h o l o g y : R e c t a n g u l a r G e o l o g y : London Clay W a t e r S u p p l y : C h a n n e l s 

M o a t S ize : c . 9-12m. w i d e , 2m. deep A r e a E n c l o s e d : c . 8 8 m . x 2 7 m . 

E x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F i n d s : 

None 

S c h e d u l e d M e n . : C o n d i t i o n Grade : I V S i t e no.: 2 6 

B U I L D I N G S 

D e s c r i p t i o n : None 

D a t e : C o n d i t i o n : 

S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n : O r i g i n a l l y a r e c t a n g u l a r moa t , one s i d e h a s been f i l l e d i n . About two-
t h i r d s of the moat i s s t i l l e x t a n t , i n c l u d i n g an e x t e n d e d W a r m . In a 
good s t a t e of p r e s e r v a t i o n . I n t e r i o r now g r a s s e d ove r a n d used a s a 
g a r d e n . Moat d r y . 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t i 

Sited on g e n t l e E-W s lop a d j a c e n t to Chi lworth Manor F a r m . This ) i e s 
c . 300m. W of Ch i lwor th v i l l a g e , t he c h u r c h l y i n g on the e a s t e r n 
f r inge thereof . _________________________________________ 

Associated Features: 

None 

0 50 m. 
_ j i 

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

P r i o r to t h e mid t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h e o v e r l o r d s h i p of the manor p a s s e d 
from the Crown to t h e Bohun f a m i l y . It then e i t h e r p a s s e d to t he 
H a n v i t e s , or t h e s e becime i n t e r m e d i a t e l o r d s . The a c t u a l h o l d e r s were 
t h e P e v e r e l s , a t l e a s t from 1230 un t i l 1365, in which y e a r t h e manor was 
s o l d . Nothing i s known of t he m a n o r i a l b u i l d i n g s . (56) 
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N a m e ; Aldershot Place D i s t r i c t ; Rushmoor P a r i s h ; Aldershot N,G.R.: SU 8 7 5 4 9 2 S c h e d u l e d M o n . : C o n d i t i o n G rade : S i t e no.; 2 7 

M O A T 

M o r p h o l o g y : Rec t angu l a r G e o l o g y ; London Clay W a t e r S u p p l y ; Spr ing? 

M o a t S ize : unknown A r e a E n c l o s e d ; Unknc 

E x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F i n d s : 

None 

S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n : 

Site des t royed by 1956. (58) 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s ; 

Fishpond to E. (57) 

not available 

B U I L D I N G S 

D e s c r i p t i o n : None 

D a t e : C o n d i t i o n ; 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t : 

Low l y i n g s i t e . In mid n ine teen th cen tu ry Aldershot Place 
l ay immediate ly to S of s i t e . 

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

The t i t he map shows a wa te r f i l l ed moat with 3 s ides s u r v i v i n g . 
Adjacent i s shown g round ca l l ed ' s t e w s ' , wherein l ies a f i s h p o n d . 
In 1732 the occup ie r of Aldershot Pa rk r e q u i r e d 40 f ish "to stock 
the moat" . (59) 

Aldershot was a p a r t of the Cronda l l e s t a t e in the medieval per iod , 
and no th ing is known of the o r i g i n s of Aldershot manor , which 
emerged in the pos t -medieva l pe r i od , or of Aldershot P l ace . (60) 

hJ 
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N a m e : 
Moorcourt 
(Bushev Lease) 

D i s t r i c t : Test Valley P a r i s h : Romsey N.G.R.: SU 3/^5 1 7 0 S c h e d u l e d M o n . : N o . 5 3 6 C o n d i t i o n G rade : 1 S i t e no.: 2 8 

IVIOAT 

M o r p h o l o g y : Rec t angu l a r Valley Grave l s 
G e o l o g y : and Alluvium W a t e r S u p p l y : Stream 

M o a t S i ze : c . 10m. wide A r e a E n c l o s e d : c . 7 0 m . x 4 0 m . 

E x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F i n d s : 

None 

S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n : 

Well p r e se rved moated s i t e . I n t e r i o r enc losure s l i g h t l y r a i s e d above 
s u r r o u n d i n g ground l e v e l . S arm formed by stream bed . Site unde r 
permanent p a s t u r e . 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s : 

Two f i shponds 

0 50m. 
I 

^ IH ti l i i t i i I I I . / 

»y, — 

B U I L D I N G S 

D e s c r i p t i o n : None 

D a t e : C o n d i t i o n : 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t : Low-ly ing i so la ted s i t e , on flood p l a i n 
of River B lackwa te r . Bushey Lease Farm i s the nea re s t se t t lement , be ing j u s t to NW of 
s i t e , whi le on the o ther s i de .o f the road l i es Moorcourt, an e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y house , 
which h a s evidence of t imber f r a m i n g of e a r l i e r d a t e . P a r i s h edge s i t e . 

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

There were o r i g i n a l l y two manors in the a r e a of t h i s s i t e . More Malwyn 
and More Abbess , (or 'Mora Magna ' and 'Mora P a r v a ' ) , whose names 
sugges t t h a t t he re had a l w a y s been an in t imate r e l a t i o n s h i p between 
the two. For a t ime, in the f i r s t hal f of the four teen th c e n t u r y , at 
l ea s t the former was held by l aymen , p r i o r to be ing un i t ed with More 
Abbess l a t e r in the c e n t u r y . Both manors be longed to Romsey Abbey 
and i t seems l ike ly tha t the moated s i te r e p r e s e n t s the c a p i t a l messuage 
of one of these manor s . In view of i t s s ize , specu la t ion would f avour 
the sugges t ion tha t t h i s was More Abbess , with the moat and f i shponds 
cons t ruc ted on monast ic i n i t i a t i v e . 

At the Dissolution the manors p a s s e d to Richard Dowce, whose family 
cons t ruc t ed a r e s iden t at Moorcourt in the s ix teenth c e n t u r y , p r e sumab ly 
r e p l a c i n g the moated s i te or the o the r c a p i t a l messuage , if one e x i s t e d , 
or bo th . (61) 

to 
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N a m e : W a r b l i n g t o n C a s t l e D i s t r i c t : H a v a n t P a r i s h : H a v a n t N.G.R.: SU 7 3 0 0 5 6 S c h e d u l e d M o n . : M o . 9 8 C o n d i t i o n Grade : I V S i t e no.: 2 9 

M O A T 

M o r p h o l o g y : R e c t a n g u l a r 
G e o l o g y : B r l c k e a r t h W a t e r S u p p l y • Stream 

M o a t S ize : c. 20m. wide A r e a E n c l o s e d : c . lAOm. x 50m. 

E x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F i n d s : 

None 

B U I L D I N G S 

D e s c r i p t i o n : Remains of ? f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y b u i l d i n g s s u r v i v i n g as foo t ings of 
Warb l ing ton C a s t l e , b u i l t 1514-26. Of t h i s an o c t a g o n a l b r i c k a n d Caen s tone 
g a t e t u r r e t t o g e t h e r wi th o t h e r p a r t s of t he g a t e house s u r v i v e . A ? s e v e n t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y f a r m house now s t a n d s on t h e c a s t l e s i t e . ( L i s t e d : Farm house - G r a d e 2) 

D a t e : C o n d i t i o n : 

Site Description: 

E a r l i e r moat l a r g e l y o b l i t e r a t e d by s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y a l t e r a t i o n s . L a t e r 
c a s t l e w a s i t se l f moa ted , p r o b a b l y fo r l a n d s c a p e p u r p o s e s a s much a s 
defence . 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s : 

None s u r v i v i n g . 

0 
L_ 

50m. 
I 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t : 

L o w - l y i n g c o a s t a l s i t e . Ad jacen t to W a r b l i n g t o n Church (St . Thomas Becket, wi th 
l a t e Saxon f e a t u r e s ) a n d s i t e of s h r u n k e n v i l l a g e . 

D O C U M E N T A A Y E V I D E N C E 

An .estate existed here in 1066,and its subsequent holders are known. (62) In 1231 
a grant of free warren was obtained by Matthew Lord of Emsworth, (63) which may mark 
the foundation of the park, which was often mentioned in the late fifteenth 
century, (64) and formed part of the grant of the manor to Richard Cotton in 15bl. 
Fourteenth-century inquisitions post mortem do not elaborate upon the fact that a 
house and garden were present. (62) 

It is likely that the site would have been moated, if it was not already, by Robert le Ewer, 
who was granted the manor in 1309. (65) Ewer, a leading retainer in the royal household, 
figures in several military actions and domestic quarrels, and received a licence to 
crenellate the dwelling place of his Hampshire manor of Westbury in 1322. (66) 

Fragments of accounts survive for the building of Warblington castle proper. (6/) In 1518 

11 tons of Caen stone and 210,000 bricks, produced in 3 kilns, were used by 7 main masons. 

In 1633, the year prior to the castle's virtual destruction in the civil war by the 

Parliamentarians, it was surveyed by William Luffe, surveyor to Richard Cotton. Ihe survey 

describes; 

"... a very fair place, well moated about, built all with bricks and stones...built 

square...in length two hundred feet, and in breadth two hundred feet, with a fair green 

court within, and buildings round the said court; with a fair gallery and chambers 

of great court, and four towers covered witii lead, with a very great and spacious hall, 

parlour and great chamber with a very fair chapel within the said house, and the place 

all covered with tiles and stones, and there is a fair green court before the gate of the 

said house, containing two acres of land, and there is a very spacious garden with 

pleasant walks adjoining containing two acres of land; two orchards witii two lit,tle 

meadow platta, containing eight acrea; and a fair fishpond near the said place, with 

a gate for wood, and two barns, one of five bays, the other of four bays, with 

stables and other out-houses". (68) 

By 1817 part of one of these barns survived either just inside or just outside the S arm 

of the moat, and is shown on a contemporary engraving. (69) 
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N a m e - Bishops Waltham 
Pa lace D i s t r i c t : Winchester Parish: Bi shopa Waltham N.G.R. SU 552 173 S c h e d u l e d M o n . : N o . 9 9 C o n d i t i o n G rade : 1 1 S i t e no.: g o 

M O A T 

M o r p h o l o g y : Rec tangu la r 

The b i s h o p ' s m i l l -
„ , s t r e a m c a l l e d 'The 

G e o l o g y : ^ ® W a t e r S u p p l y : River of t he L o r d ' 

M o a t Size: c . 15m. wide A r e a E n c l o s e d : 2 ' H O m . X 7 5 m . 

E x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F i n d s : A s e r i e s of e x c a v a t i o n s took p l a c e w i t h i n t he s i t e in t h e 
1960'S , a n d o u t s i d e , n e a r t he p e r i m t e r w a l l , in 1967. None a r e p u b l i s h e d 
t h o u g h a l a t e Saxon o r i g i n for t h e s i t e i s p o s s i b l e 

B U I L D I N G S 

D e s c r i p t i o n : E x t e n s i v e r e m a i n s of b i s h o p of W i n c h e s t e r ' s p a l a c e . 

D a t e : Twel f th to f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

DoE G u a r d i a n s h i p s i t e . 
C o n d i t i o n : Open to t he p u b l i c . 

S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n : 

A w e l l - p r e s e r v e d moated s i t e . 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s : 

Fishpond , m t l l p o n d , a n d f i f t e e n t h - c e n t u r y p r e c i n c t b r i c k w a l l . 

100 m. 
I 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t : In Hamble v a l l e y at foot of t h e s p r i n g 
l i n e be tween t h e c h a l k l a n d a n d the g r a v e l s a n d c l a y s of the Hampsh i r e 
B a s i n . Marke t town of Bishops Waltham a d j a c e n t to s i t e . 

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

J h i s w a s one of a s e r i e s of s u b s t a n t i a l t w e l f t h c e n t u r y r e s i d e n c e s b u i l t by Henry de 
Blois , Bishop of Winches te r 1129-71, p o s s i b l y on the s i t e of an e a r l i e r r e s i d e n c e 
r e c o r d e d in t he Anglo-Saxon C h r o n i c l e in 1001. What r e m a i n s of th p h a s e ( p r o b a b l y 
1135-8) a p p e a r s to be p o r t i o n s of the c u r t a i n w a l l , s u r v i v i n g a s the i n n e r w a l l s of 
t h e camera to t he S, a n d t h e h a l l to the W. There was a t h r e e - c e l l e d g a t e h o u s e In 
t h e i r i n n e r a n g l e , a n d an a p s i d a l c h a p e l i s a l s o p r o b a b l y of t h i s p h a s e . 

Fol lowing i t s s e i z u r e by Henry 11 in 1155, it was d i s m a n t l e d , a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y 
r e b u i l t on a l a r g e r s c a l e , t he work a p p a r e n t l y b e i n g comple te by 1208, a s it does not 
a p p e a r on t h e f i r s t s u r v i v i n g P ipe Roll of t h e b i a h o p i i c , of t h a t d a l e . As a t 
Wolvesey (Winches te r ) t he r a n g e s were b u i l t o u t s i d e the old c u r t a i n w a l l s , a n d , a s 
t he moat fo l lows the o u t s i d e of t h e s e b u i l d i n g s , it i s l i k e l y to be c o n t e m p o r a r y wi th , 
or l a t e r t h a n t h i s p h a s e . To t h e W is t h e g r e a t f i r s t - f l o o r h a l l , a n d to the N 
k i t c h e n s . To the S of t he h a l l i s t h e s u b s t a n t i a l t h r e e - s t o r e y s o l a r t ower . The 
o t h e r r a n g e s , a n d t h e N c o u r t , a r e l e s s well u n d e r s t o o d . A l t e r a t i o n s a n d e x t e n s i o n s 
to t h e p a l a c e a r e r e c o r d e d or i n d i c a t e d u n d e r b i s h o p s Wykeham, 1366-1404 ( p r o b a b l y ) , 
B e a u f o r t , 140^-47, c e r t a i n l y a n d most e x t e n s i v e l y , L a n g t o n , 1493-1501, in I he 1490 ' s . 

The p a l a c e w a s fough t ove r a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y p a r t l y demol i shed in t he Civi l War. 
(70) 
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N a m e ; Upper Cufaud ' s Farm D i s t r i c t : Basingstoke Parish: Basing N.G.R.: SU 656 751 S c h e d u l e d M o n . ; Condition Grade: Site na: 31 

MOAT 

Morphology Unknown 
G e o l o g y ; Water Supply: 

Moat Size: Area Enclosed: 

Excavat ions /Surface Finds: 

Site Description: 

One arm of poss ib le moat s u r v i v e s to W of modern f a r m . 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s - ' 

B U I L D I N G S 

D e s c r i p t i o n : 

D a t e : C o n d i t i o n : 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t ; 

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

'Moat p i g h t l e ' f i e ld name noted on mid-n ine teen th c e n t u r y 
t i t he appor t ionment and map. (71) 

(T\ 
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N a m e : Bulls Down Farm District: Bas ings toke P a r i s h : Bramley N.G.R.: SU 664 586 S c h e d u l e d M o n . : C o n d i t i o n Grade : S i t e no.: 3 2 

M O A T 

M o r p h o l o g y ; Unknown 
G e o l o g y : W a t e r S u p p l y : 

M o a t S ize : A r e a E n c l o s e d : 

E x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F i n d s : 

S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n : 

No evidence in 1979 of moat. 

B U I L D I N G S 

D e s c r i p t i o n ; 

D a t e : C o n d i t i o n ; 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t : 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s : D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

Tithe map shows poss ib le s q u a r e moat to W of f a rm. 'Moat p i g h t l e ' 
f ie ld name recorded to S of farm on mid-n ine teen th c e n t u r y t i t he map 
as well as poss ib le moat to W of f a r m . (72) 

to 
•O 
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N a m e : ? B e a u r e p a i r e 
Park Lodge 

District; Bas ings toke Parish: B r a m l e y N.G.R.: SU 638 589 S c h e d u l e d M o n . : C o n d i t i o n Grade: S i t e no.: 3 3 

M O A T Probab ly s q u a r e 
M o r p h o l o g y ; {see below) 

G e o l o g y ; W a t e r S u p p l y : 

M o a t S ize; A r e a E n c l o s e d : 

E x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F i n d s : 

B U I L D I N G S 

D e s c r i p t i o n : 

Da te ; C o n d i t i o n : 

S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n ; 

No evidence seen 1979 

A s s o c i a t e d F e a t u r e s : 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t ; 

D O C U M E N T A R Y E V I D E N C E 

A b u i l d i n g c a l l e d ' t h e lodge ' is shown in a small s q u a r e 
enc losure on a 1613 map of B e a u r e p a i r e p a r i s h and g r o u n d s . 
(73). The mid-n ine teen th c e n t u r y t i t he map and appor t ionment 
show a poss ib le s q u a r e moat on the same s i te as the 1613 
lodge , the f i e ld in which it p a r t l y lay be ing ca l l ed 'moat 
p i g h t l e ' . Hit) 

N) 
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N a m e : District: B a s i n g s t o k e Parish: Bramley MG.R. : SU 6 5 6 5 9 7 S c h e d u l e d M o n . : C o n d i t i o n G rade ; Site no: 3^ 

IVK)AT 

Morphology: Unknown 
Geology: W a t e r S u p p l y : 

Moat Size: Area Enclosed: 

Excavat ions /Surface Finds: 

Site D e s c r i p t i o n : 

No evidence seen in 1979. 

Associated Features: 

BUILDINGS 
D e s c r i p t i o n : 

Date: C o n d i t i o n : 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d A s s o c i a t e d S e t t l e m e n t : 

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE 

The mid-nineteenth century t ithe map and apportionment record 
two f i e l d s ca l l ed ' moat c lose ' and ' nioat meadow' a d j o i n i n g each 
o ther in cen t r e of p a r i s h . (75) 

N) 



Name: District: Basingstoke Par i sh : S h e r b o r n e S t . J o h n N.G,R.: SU 6 2 5 5 7 7 Scheduled Mon. ; Condition Grade: S i l e no.: 3 5 

MOAT 

Morphology: Unknown 
Geology; Wate r Supp l y : 

Moat Size: Area Enclosed: 

Excava t ions /Sur face Finds: 

Site Desc r i p t i on : 

No evidence in 1979 

BUILDINGS 

Descr ip t i on : 

Date: Condition: 

Topography and Associated Settlement: 

Associated Fea tures : DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE 

Tithe map and apport ionment of the mid • n ine teen th c e n t u r y 
record a 'moat p i g h t l e ' f i e ld name, to W of medieval 
b o u n d a r y of B e a u r e p a i r e park, between it a n d the s i te of a 
poss ib le medieval set t lement a t Hill End. (76) 

N) 
•<1 
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Name: B r o a d f o r d House District: B a s i n g s t o k e Parish; S t r a t f i e l d T u r g i s N.G.R.: SU 696 604 

MOAT 

Morphology: P robab ly Square 
Geology : W a t e r S u p p l y : 

M o a t Size: Area Enc losed: 

E x c a v a t i o n s / S u r f a c e F inds : 

Schedu led Mon . : C o n d i t i o n Grade: S i te no.: 3 6 

BUILDINGS 

D e s c r i p t i o n : 

Data: Condi t ion: 

S i te D e s c r i p t i o n : 

No evidence in 1979. 

A s s o c i a t e d Fea tu res : 

T o p o g r a p h y a n d Assoc ia ted S e t t l e m e n t ; 

D O C U M E N T A R Y EVIDENCE 

Tithe map of the mid n ine teen th cen tu ry shows what a p p e a r s to be a 
r e c t a n g u l a r moat a round what was then the v i c a r a g e . Site is today 
occupied by Broadford House. (77) 

tsD 
•<1 
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S I T E DATE N . G . R . 

( i ) H a m p s h i r e 

A s h l e y o r S t o c k b r i d g e 1 1 2 0 0 ? SU 3 8 5 3 0 9 

B a s i n g 2 1 2 6 1 SU 6 6 3 5 2 6 

W e s t b u r y ( E a s t Meon) 3 1 3 2 2 SU 6 5 7 2 3 9 

B a s i n g 4 1 5 3 1 s e e a b o v e 

T i t c h f i e l d 5 1 5 4 2 SU 5 4 2 0 6 6 

N e t l e y 6 1 5 4 7 SU 4 5 2 0 8 8 

( i i ) I s l e o f W i g h t 

F r e s h w a t e r 7 1 3 4 2 SZ 3 4 8 7 

Q u a r r a b b e y e t c . 8 1 3 6 5 SZ 5 6 9 2 
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to b u i l d w a l l s a n d t o w e r s w i t h i n a n d a r o u n d , a n d f o r t i f y . 

B a s i n g , a n d a l s o to i m p a r k 320a . 

5 . I b i d . , x v i i , p . 6 1 . L i cence f o r S i r Thomas Wr^o thes ley to 

b u i l d w a l l s a n d t o w e r s a r o u n d a n d w i t h i n t h e f o r m e r 

P r e m o n s t r a t e i j s i a n a b b e y a n d to e m b a t t l e a n d f o r t i f y i t s 

w a l l s . 

6 . C a l . P . R . 1547-8, p p . 6 6 - 8 . R e t r o s p e c t i v e l i c e n c e f o r t h e 

s t o n e t ower w i t h two b a r b i c a n s b u i l t b y S i r Wil l iam 

P a n l e t on t h e s e a c o a s t a t t h e r e q u e s t of H e n r y V I I . 

7 . I b i d . 1340-3, p . 3 9 6 . Gi les de Bel lo Campo g i v e n l i c e n c e 

to c r e n e l l a t e h i s d w e l l i n g p l a c e : See i b i d . , p . 3 2 8 a n d 

i b i d . 1343-5, p . 165 f o r t h e c o n t e x t in w h i c h t h e l i c e n c e w a s 

g r a n t e d . 

8 . I b i d . 1364-7, p . 168. Abbot a n d monks g i v e n p e r m i s s i o n ' t o 

e n c l o s e w i t h a w a l l a n d c r e n e l l a t e s u c h p l o t s of l a n d o r 

s u c h p r e c i n c t a s t h e y p l e a s e of t h e i r own s o i l . . . a n d t o 

m a k e f o r t a l i u s a t t h e p l a c e c a l l e d F i s h e h o u s . . . a n d 
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e l s e w h e r e ' : D . F . R e n n , ' T h e e a r l i e s t g u n p o r t s i n 

B r i t a i n ? ' A r c h a e o l J . 125 (1968), p p . 3 0 1 - 3 . 
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APPENDIX I I I 

THE LAY SUBSIDY OF 1 3 2 7 : HAMPSHIRE 
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The i n f o r m a t i o n t a b u l a t e d be low i s e x t r a c t e d f rom t h e 1334 

l a y s u b s i d y c o u n t y r o l l f o r H a m p s h i r e ( see R . E . G l a s s c o c k 

( e d . ) The L a y S u b s i d y of 1334 (1975) , p p . x x x i v - x x x v fo r 

t h e d i f f e r e n t r e c o r d s k e p t of t h e t a x c o l l e c t i o n p r o c e s s ) . A 

s t a n d a r d method of t a b u l a t i o n h a s b e e n a d o p t e d , t h e f i r s t 

co lumn of f i g u r e s r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e t o t a l p a i d b y t h e 

s e t t l e m e n t , t h e s e c o n d t h e n u m b e r of t a x p a y e r s e n r o l l e d , 

a n d t h e l a t t e r co lumn t h e r a n g e of sums p a i d , f i r s t l y t h e 

s m a l l e s t amoun t p a i d b y a n y one or more p e r s o n s , s e c o n d l y 

t h e u p p e r m o s t f i g u r e . 

For t h e p u r p o s e s of p l a c e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n G l a s s c o c k ' s 

The L a y S u b s i d y of 1334 s h o u l d b e c o n s u l t e d , a l t h o u g h 

in no t a l l c a s e s d i d p l a c e s a p p e a r i n t h e s a m e h u n d r e d 

i n 1327 a s t h e y w e r e to in 1334. A b b r e v i a t i o n s u s e d a r e 

[ v ] , w h i c h i n d i c a t e s t h e p l a c e w a s i n d i c a t e d t o b e a 

v i l l a or v i l l a t a , [ h ] h a m e l e t t u s a n d [ B ] , b u r g u s . In 

H a m p s h i r e t h e r e i s no r e a l c o n s i s t e n c y a p p a r e n t b e t w e e n 

t h e d e s i g n a t i o n a f f o r d e d to p l a c e s in 1327 a n d i n 1334, a n d 

i t i s a p p a r e n t l y a g a i n e v i d e n c e of i n f o r m a t i o n f rom t h e 

l o c a l r o l l s f i n d i n g i t s w a y on to t h e c o u n t y r o l l s . I t s h o u l d 

not b e t a k e n to i m p l y a p a r t i c u l a r t y p e of s e t t l e m e n t 

m o r p h o l o g y . 
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APPENDIX III 

The H a m p s h i r e L a y S u b s i d y of 1327 ( P . R . O . E 179 173/4) 

B u d d l e s g a t e H u n d r e d 

Mi l lb rook 1 0 0 23 7 d . - 2 s . 

N u r s l i n g 1 10 6 24 7 d . - 9 s . 

Miche lmersh 2 4 11 30 - 3 s . 6 d . 

Houghton 10 5 14 - 13dy 

H u r s l e y 6 1 6 i 8 3 
-

8 s . 

Compton 2 5 2 19 7 d . - 6 s . 

S p a r k f o r d 1 11 2 8 7 d . - 1 3 2 . 2 d . 

O t t e r b o u r n e 13 7 i 10 7 d . - 5_s. 

C r a w l e y 3 4 8 28 8 d . - 3 0 s . 

C h i l b o l t o n 1 4 22 8 d . - 2 s . 

Wonston 19 l i 15 8 d . - 2 s . 3 d . 

S p a r s h o l t 2 15 4 20 8 d . - 2 0 s . 

Weeke 10 1 5 l O d . - 3 s . 3 d . 

F u l f l o o d 10 7 5 8 d . - 5£. 

C l i d d e s d e n 2 14 6 16 7d^ - 1 5 s . 2 d . 

Hunton 19 1 11 8 d . - 5 s . 

L i t t l e t o n 7 3 7 8 d . - 2 s . 

29 2 2 3 6 3 

E a s t Meon H u n d r e d 

E a s t Meon 1 2 8 14 I 5 d ^ — 3 s . 

Coombe 13 6 7 1 5 d . - 3 s . 

O x e n b o u r n e 1 11 3 11 l5dU - 5 s . 

R i p l i n g t o n 1 3 0 8 2 s . - 4 s . 

B o r d e a n 1 2 9 9 I 8 d . - 5_s. 

F r o x f i e l d 2 8 3 13 15d . - 1 0 s . 

Steep 1 19 6 12 I 8 d . — 6 s . 

R a m s d e a n 1 17 6 13 I 8 d ^ -

L a n g r i s h 2 2 7 9 2 s . - 1 0 s . 

Ambersham 1 19 6 10 1 2 d . — 6s • 

15 10 6 106 
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Alton F o r e i g n H u n d r e d 

Alton E a s t b r o o k 1 2 10 11 7 d . - 5£. 

Ans tey ] 1 3 7 7 d . — 1 0 s . 

H o l y b o u r n e 19 6 9 9 d . — 1 0 s . 

H a r t l e y M a u d i t t 18 1 9 7 d . — 1 0 s . 

West Wor ldham 1 2 4 3 2 s . 3 d . . - 13s 

E a s t Wor ldham 1 0 4 7 9 d . - 7 s . 9 d . 

B r o x h e a d 16 1 11 7 d . — 2 s . 6 d . 

L u d s h o t t 10 2 7 7 d . — 3 s . 4 d . 

B r a m s h o t t 9 2 8 7 d . — 2s . 

C h l t l e e 10 4 6 7 d . - 4 s . 

G r e a t h a m 11 2 9 7 d . — 2 s . 

O a k h a n g e r 14 4 i 7 7 d . - 5 s . I d . 

Chawton 1 6 7 6 7 d . — 1 0 s . 

Will Ha l l 6 2 3 7 d . - 5 s . 

F r o y l e 2 19 6 19 8 d . - 8 s . 9 d . 

U 7 10 122 

E v i n g a r H u n d r e d 

H u r s t b o u r n e P r i o r s 1 10 6 20 9 d . - 3 s . 3 d . 

S t . Mary Bourne 1 7 6 18 9 d . - 3 s . 3 d . 

Swampton 6 6 6 9 d . - I 8 d . 

Stoke 1 1 10 11 9 d . — 5 s . 3 d . 

Wyke 17 4 15 7 d . — 2 s . 3 d . 

E g b u r y 15 6 11 12d^ — 2 s . I d . 

Bin ley 9 8 7 1 2 d . - l s . 9 d . 

Cole Henley 15 6 7 9 d . — 5 s . 3 d . 

W h i t c h u r c h 1 6 5 19 7 d . — 2 s . 9 d . 

F r e e f o l k 19 5 12 7 d . — 4 s . 

B a u g h u r s t 9 5 10 7 d . - I s . l O d 

A s h m a n s w o r t h 9 9 8 9 d . — I s . l O d , 

E a s t Woodhay 1 5 1 20 7 d . - 4 s . 3 d . 

B u r g h c l e r e 1 13 10 2 3 8 d . — 3 s . 4 d . 

E c c h i n s w e l l 1 6 9 18 8 d . — 3 s . 4 d . 

Newtown 10 0 11 9 d . — 1 4 d . 

15 5 0 216 



F i n c h d e a n H u n d r e d 

2 8 7 

C h a l t o n 1 17 6 15 8 d . - 1 3 s . 4 d . 

I d s w o r t h 2 1 7 14 7d^ - 1 ^ . 

B u r i t o n 15 7 9 7dy - 3 s . 6 d . 

N u r s t e d 1 9 11 8 7 d . - 2 0 s . 

B l e n d w o r t h 3 14 2 2 3 8 d . - 18s . 

Sheet 1 2 2 12 8 d . - 5 s . 

Weston 11 9 10 8 d . - 3 s . 6 d . 

Hinton 2 11 4 11 7d_ - 2 0 s . 

C l a n f i e l d 1 4 2 14 8 d . - 32-

C a t h e r i n g t o n 2 U 1 19 12d . - 8 s . 

18 2 3 135 

B a r t o n S t a c e y H u n d r e d 

B a r t o n S t a c e y 3 0 01 26 6 i d . - S^. 

Newton S t a c e y 1 6 7 16 8 d . - 6 s . 

Su t ton Sco tney 1 3 1 10 9dU - l O s . 

Nortone 1 10 8 8 8 d . - 2 0 s . 

I n h u r s t a n d Ham 7 6 5 l 6 d . - 2 s . 2 d . 

P a m b e r 8 4 3 2 s . 3 d . - 3 s . I d 

Colemore a n d 
P r i o r s Dean 

19 7 6 7 d ^ - 9 s . 

Kings Worthy 1 1 5 7 8 d . - 14s . 

H e a d b o u r n e Worthy 17 9 9 7 d . - 4 s . 6 d . 

10 U 11 90 

O d i h a m H u n d r e d 

L i s s 2 1 1 13 1 2 d . - 22s . 

Weston 1 10 7 12 12d . — 6s . 

L a s h a m 1 5 6 11 12d . - 5 s . 

B i n t w o r t h 2 2 11 12 I 6 d . - 1 9 s . 

D o g m e r s f i e l d 3 3 2 i 30 8 d . - 6 s . 

S h a l d e n 1 10 3 10 7 d . - 1 3 s . 4 d . 

W i n c h f i e l d 16 8 i 12 l i d . — 3 s . 

M u r r e l l Green 16 9 11 8 d . — 3s . 

S h e r f i e l d on Loddon 1 16 H i 19 7 d . — 4s • 

15 3 0 130 



S e l b o r n e H u n d r e d 
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S e l b o r n e 12 1 9 7 d . - 52" 

F a r r i n g d o n 1 0 9 17 7 d . — 3 s . 4 d . 

Norton 15 11 12 7 d . - 6 s . 8 d . 

S o t h e r i n g t o n 1 3 1 18 7 d . - %• 
H a w k l e y 1 7 4 23 7 d . — 3 s . 6 d . 

Newton V a l e n c e 16 2 8 7 d . - 8 s . 

Empsho t t 11 1 9 7 d . - 5£. 

E a s t l i s t e d 1 9 7 16 7 d . — 1 4 s . 4 d 

7 16 0 112 

B o u n t i s b o r o u g h H u n d r e d 

I t c h e n A b b a s 2 7 1 26 7 d . - 6 s . 3 d . 

I t c h e n Stoke 1 12 3 i 24 6 i d . - 5 s . 9 d _ 

R i p l i n g t o n U 2 i 8 6 i d . - 4 s . 

S w a r r a t o n 1 3 4 15 6 i d . • 4 s . 

A b b o t s t o n e 1 17 I j 18 6 M . . 1 0 s . 

7 14 0 91 

M a i n s b r i d g e H u n d r e d 

C h i l w o r t h 1 5 6 12 7 d . — I 6 s . 

E a s t l e i g h 1 7 9 15 7 d . — l 6 s . 

Boya t t 12 0 7 7 d . — 3 s . 

S toneham 3 1 8 61 7 d . — 6 s . 

A l l i n g t o n 1 U 6 2 6 7 d . — 5 s . 6 d . 

T o w n h i l l 1 4 1 21 7 d . - 5 s . 

S h i r l e y 2 4 2 2 6 7 d . - 3 s . 6 d . 

B a r t o n 13 13 7 d . — 6 s . 

Bot ley 2 9 l o i 31 7 d . - 6 s . 

Net ley 1 16 7 51 7 d . — 3 s . 

B a d d e s l e y 12 10 11 7 d . - 5 s . 

17 2 9 2 7 4 



Holdsho t H u n d r e d 
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Holdsho t t a n d 
M a t t i n g l e y 3 10 6 28 12dy — 14s . 

H e c k f l e l d 2 10 11 25 1 2 d . - 7s . 

H a r t l e y Wespa l l 1 5 5 9 1 2 d . - 1 2 s . 

S t r a t f i e l d T u r g i s 19 10 10 12dy - 5£. 

B r a m s h i l l 14 2 6 12dy - 6 s . 8 d . 

S t r a t f i e l d Saye 3 4 11 31 8 d . — 1 2 s . 

S i l c h e s t e r 1 1 3 15 8 d . — 2 s . 

E v e r s l e y 1 8 0 15 7 d . — 6 s . 

S t r a t f i e l d Mor t imer 18 6 15 7 d . — 2 s . 6 d . 

15 11 8 1 5 3 

B a s i n g s t o k e H u n d r e d 

S h e r b o r n e S t , John 2 1 0 14 1 2 d . - 8 s . 6 d . 

B a s i n g 2 15 11 31 7 d . — 7 s . 6 d . 

The Vyne 13 0 8 7 d . - 6 s . 8 d . 

Bramley 2 5 8 24 7 d . — 6 s . 8 d . 

C h i n e h a m 15 7 11 8 d . - 4 s . 

E a s t r o p w i t h 
L y c h p i t 14 0 6 8 d . - 6 s . 8 d , 

T u n w o r t h 14 11 9 7 d . — 3 s . 6 d . 

W i n s l a d e 14 3 7 1 2 d . - 3 s . 

Kempshot t 3 5 3 1 2 d . - 1 5 d . 

C l i d d e s d e n 15 4 10 7 d . - 3 s . 

Hatch W a r r e n 7 9 6 7 d . — 2 s . 

S t e v e n t o n 9 8 7 1 2 d . — 2 s . 

Newnham 9 8 6 8 d . - 3 s . 

Na te ly S c u r e s 10 6 8 1 2 d . 2 s . 

S o m e r s h i l l 10 1 

Up N a t e l y 11 10 8 1 2 d . - 2s . 6 d . 

M a p e l d u r w e l l 11 7 8 7 d . - 4 s . 

Woodga r s ton 9 6 10 7 d . — 2 s . 7 d . 

22 4 5 177 
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New F o r e s t L i b e r t y 

L y n d h u r s t 13 5 13 8 d . - I 8 d . 

Brook ley a n d 
B r o c k e n h u r s t 1 16 0 15 9 d ' - 8 s . 

H a r d l e y 1 10 9 12 9 d . - 1 0 s . 

I p l e y a n d B u t t a s h 1 12 6 7 9dL - 1 5 s . 

H o l e b u r y a n d L a n g l e y 17 9 8 9 d . - 1 0 s . 

E x b u r y a n d Lepe 1 16 9 12 1 2 d . - 1 0 s . 

South B a d d e s l e y 1 15 Bi 16 8 d . - 1 5 s . 

W a r b o r n e a n d P i l l e y 1 11 7 10 9 d . - 2 0 s . 

B a t t r a m s l e y «Mi<i Wootton 1 4 2 9 8 d . - 1 0 s . 

B u r l e y 1 12 oi 11 9 i d . - 1 0 s . 

Linwood a n d C o d s h l l l 19 34 7 9d_ - 1 0 s . 

F r y t h a m a n d 
C a n t e r t o n 

1 6 61 9 9 d y - 1 0 s . 

M i n s t e a d a n d H a r t l e y 
Regis 

1 5 61 15 9 d . - 1 0 s . 

18 2 2 144 

R e d b r i d g e H u n d r e d 

Stone U 0 7 12d^ - 3 s . 

? B a d m l n s t o n e 1 5 9 5 1 2 d . - 2 0 s . 

Dibden 1 19 3 2 5 1 2 d . - 4 s . 

? B u r c h e s 12 4 7 1 2 d . - 3 s . 4 d . 

L a n g l e y 1 2 3 8 9 d . - 1 0 s . 

Marchwood 1 11 0 21 9 d . - 5 s . 

E l i n g 16 4 9 9 d . - 3 s . 4 d . 

? Newton B u r y 19 0 5 1 2 d . - 1 0 s . 

Rum B r i d g e 1 19 0 14 1 2 d . - 2 0 s . 

Ower 1 18 8 7 1 2 d . - 2 0 s . 

Totton 1 13 6 16 
-

l i s . 

Testwood 1 U 7 11 - 1 3 s . 8 d U 

Winsor , H a r t l e y , 
Net ley M a r s h a n d 
T a t c h b u r y 

1 16 3 16 9 d ^ - 20s . 

18 1 11 151 
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B i s h o p s Su t ton H u n d r e d 

B i s h o p ' s Su t ton 1 6 l i 21 6 | ' d . — 4 s . 

B igh ton 1 10 2 i 20 6 i d . — I s , 

B r a m d e a n 1 4 5 i 11 6 i d . - 5 s . 

West l i s t e d 1 5 7 7 6 | d . - l i d . 

H e a d l e y 2 7 3 29 - 6 s . 8 d . 

Ropley 2 16 4 33 6 M . -

10 9 H i 121 

Hambledon H u n d r e d 

Hambledon 16 2 i 8 17 idU — 3 s . I d . 

C h i d d e n 1 6 9 i 7 17dL - S s . l O d . 

G l u d d e n 15 6 7 I 6 i d . — 3 s . 3 d . 

Denmead 1 14 Oi 11 12idU - 1 2 s . l O d 

4 12 6 33 

C h u t e l e y H u n d r e d 

O a k l e y 1 11 7 i 14 1 2 d . - 6 s . 7 d . 

Wotton S t . L a w r e n c e 

Wor t ing 

19 

10 

12 

8 

34 

1 2 d . 

8 d . 

2 £ . 3 d . 

3 s . 

Brown C a n d o v e r 

Woodmancott 

C h i l t o n C a n d o v e r 

M a i n s b o r o u g h H u n d r e d 

oi 3 

11 

15 

91 

9 11 

U 

7 

8 

29 

6 i d . 

6 i d . 

6 i d . 

7 s . 

3^ . 

7 s . 3 d . . 

P o r t c h e s t e r ( f o r e i g n ) 1 11 10 22 7 d , - As. 
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K i n g ' s Somborne Hundred 

Wobbury 17 6 11 8d . - 2s . lOd 

Ashfoble wi th 
Ha l t r ewor th 

1 16 7 13 12d^ - 10s. 

Lee 1 9 5 12 7d . - 10s. 

Wells 19 8 8 7d. - 10s. 

Mora wi th Rygge 1 U 3 8 7d. - 15s. 

Cupernham 18 11 10 7d. — 3s . 4-d. 

Romsey E x t r a 1 5 9 15 7d. - 10s. 

Pauncefoot a n d 
S p a r s h o l t 1 4 1 10 7d. - 10s. 

S t a n b r i d g e 1 3 9 13 7d. — 10s. 

Timsbury 1 5 7 18 7d. - 3 s . 4 d . 

Compton a n d Eldon 19 1 16 7d. - 3 s . 4 d . 

F a r l e y C h a m b e r l a i n e 11 7 7 7d. - 2s . 

Ashley 1 13 1 18 7d . - 6 s . 8 d . 

Li t t le Somborne 1 8 6 11 12d. - 10s. 

Upper Somborne 18 2 12 12dy - 6 s . 8 d . 

Houghton 1 6 2 11 12dy - 5_s. 

Longstock 3 13 2 33 7d. — 20s. 

Foghe le r ton 1 0 1 11 7d. — 4s . 

Leckiord 5 6 1 38 7d. — 3 s . 4 d . 

Street 19 8 10 7d . — 3s . 

King ' s Somborne 2 11 7 20 7d. - 20s . 

33 2 7 305 

Roms^y 6 14 0 ^ 7d. - 13swW. 
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C r o n d a l l Hundred 

Yateley 2 10 2 28 lOd. - 6 s . 8 d . 

Southwood 1 7 1 15 7d. — 5s . 

F a r n b o r o u g h 13 5 9 7d. — 3s . 

Cove 1 14 9 16 7d . - 4^. 

Aldershot 1 15 2 24 7d. - 4s . 

Crookham Vi l l age 2 3 0 31 7d. - 4s . 

Swanthorpe 1 3 4 16 9d. — 3 s . 4 d . 

D ippenha l l 1 2 5 13 7d. — 7 s . 6 d . 

C r o n d a l l 9 3 10 7d. — 2s . 

I t che l 1 15 4 21 7d . - 10s. 

Long Sutton 2 5 3 30 7d. — 6 s . 8 d . 

16 19 2 213 

Overton Hundred 

Lave r s toke 1 1 0 8 12d. — 7s . 

South ington 1 15 2 11 12dU — 4 s . 6 d . 

Nor th ington 1 18 5 13 9d . — 4^. 

Polhampton 1 11 5 8 9d . - 6s . 

Quidhampton 12 9 7 9d. — 

Ashe 18 0 1 

Tadley 8 0 5 lOd. - 3s . 

Eas t Oakley a n d 
Highclere 

16 6 9 7d. - 7s . 

Brad ley 9 1 6 9d . - 2s . 

N. Waltham 1 10 1 10 7 d . - 6s . 

Deane 8 0 8 7d. — 2s . 

11 8 5 86 
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Kingsc le re Hundred 

Kingsc le re 2 U 8 37 7d. - 3 s . 6 d . 

L i t c h f i e l d (h) 2 8 6 14 7d. - 6 s . 8 d . 

Sydmonton 1 17 3 26 7d. — 3 s . 6 d . 

North Oakley a n d 
T idgrove (h) 

10 1 6 7d . - 3s . 

F in ley 3 8 3 8d . - 2 s . 

Hann ing ton (h) 12 1 8 7d. — 5s . 

Ewhurs t a n d Pu t te (h) 9 7 4 7d . — 7s . 

S a n d f o r d 2 15 10 17 8 d . — 13s .4d . 

Clere Woodcott (h) 6 10 4 12d. - 2 s . 6 d . 

E a r l s t o n e (h) 1 0 2 10 8d . — 6s . 

Wolverton (h) 17 9 15 7d. - 5_s. 

Edmunds tho rpe (h) 13 4 9 7d . - 4 s . 4 d . 

F r o b u r y (h) 12 0 10 7d. — 5s . 

15 1 9 163 

T h o r n g a t e Hundred 

South Tidwor th 5 1 1 

Shlpton Be l l i nge r 2 10 0 12 12d. - I 6 s . 

Snodding ton 1 8 H i 7 1 5 i d . - Ss . lOd . 

Over Wallop 8 2 1 45 8 d . - l 8 s . 

Nether Wallop 8 1 9 66 8 d . - 6 s . 3 d . 

Broughton 4 10 10 29 12d. - 15s. 

Bossington 13 8 3 2 s . 6 d . - 6 s .8d 

Pi t t l ewor th 16 0 4 i l l e g i b l e 

Bentley 6 0 2 2 s . — 4s . 

Mott isfont 1 k 5 11 8 d . - 5s . 

Eas t T y t h e r l e y 2 1 11 12 13dy - 12s. 

West T y t h e r l e y 1 U 1 11 15dy - 6 s . 8 d . 

West Dean 3 7 | 3 12id^ - I8d_ 

East Dean 1 18 0 12 12d. - 8 s . 6 d . 

Locker ley 1 15 0 14 lOd. - 8s . 

Eas t Wellow 16 2 9 I 6 d . — 2 s . 3 d . 

She r f i e ld E n g l i s h 1 12 3 13 15d. — 5s . 

Hyde 8 6 5 I8d . - 2s . 

Wigley 2 13 5 22 9d . - 4 s . 6 d . 

12 7 8 281 



Micheldever Hundred 
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Micheldever 2 15 4 38 7d. — 4s . 

Northbrook 1 4 10 13 7d. - 6 s . 8 d . 

Weston Colley 1 U 4 19 7d. — 3s . 

S l a c k s t e a d 1 10 10 12 Bd. — 6s . 

Abbots Worthy- 1 4 2 18 7d. - 4s . 

Abbots Bar ton 1 2 2 7d . _ 7d. 

Eas t S t r a t t o n 2 0 1 22 8 d . - 5s . 

West S t r a t t o n 1 4 8 12 7d . — 4s . 

Popham 1 6 10 18 7d. — 4_s. 

Woodmancott 6 0 6 7d. - 21d. 

Nonhampton 2 8 2 8d. — 2s . 

Northampton 14 6 13 7d. — 3s . 

S w a r r a t o n 7 6 7 8 d . — 2s . 

Drayton 11 6 11 7d. — 3 s . 4 d . 

C r a n b o u r n e 18 9 14 7d . - 3 s . 4 d . 

16 3 2 207 

Bermondspi t Hundred 

South Warnborough 3 19 10 26 13d^ — 1 2 s . l i d 

Hoddington 1 1 11 8 12d. - 5s . 

Upton Grey 1 0 8 8 12d^ — 6s . 

Weston Corbet t 16 3 6 13d_ - 5 s . 8 d . 

H e r r i a r d 16 11 7 I8d. - 4 s . l i d . 

E l l i s f l e l d 1 0 8 9 12d. — 5_s. 

F a r l e i g h Wallop 1 7 1 7 12d. - l i s . 

Dummer 2 1 11 11 12d. - 7s . 

Nutley 14 1 6 13d^ - 4 s . 6 d . 

P res ton Candover 3 2 0 21 7d . — l i s . 

16 1 4 109 
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H a v a n t 3 1 0 35 7d . — 10s. 

H a y l i n g 11 8 8 8 d . — 2s . 

Gosport 10 9 9 9d . — 2s . 

Burs l edon 4 4 6 7d. - 12d^ 

Exton 17 7 16 7 d . — 2_s. 

A l v e r s t o k e 1 12 6 21 8 d . 6s . 

West Meon 1 11 11 19 8 d . - 3 s . 

Kilmeston 1 10 3 15 8d . 6 s . 

Hinton Ampner 17 0 11 7 d . - 4_s. 

Beauwor th 11 3 7 12d. - 2s . 

Old Al res fo rd 1 4 6 16 8 d . - 3 s . 6 d . 

Meds tead 12 6 5 12d. — 5 s . 

Wield 13 2 5 l s . 6 d . - 6 s . 

Chilcomb 5 2 4 12d. — 20d_ 

Cher i ton 1 3 11 17 7d . - 3s . 

T l c h b o r n e 11 5 10 9d . — l s . 6 d . 

Oving ton 5 8 7 8 d . - 12d. 

Mores tead 4 5 6 7d . - l s . 6 d . 

Aving ton 9 7 9 7d. - l s . 6 d . 

M a r t y r Worthy 5 8 6 7d. — l s . 6 d . 

Eas ton 8 7 10 7 d . — l s . 6 d . 

Winna l l 5 0 7 7d. — 12d. 

Twyford 15 1 13 9d . - 3s . 

Horton Heath 1 10 3 32 7d . - 2s . 

Owlesbu ry 18 1 21 7 d . — 25.5d. 

21 1 3 315 

C h r i s t c h u r c h H u n d r e d 

New Lymington 3 3 3 32 9 d . — 10s. 

Old Lymington 3 13 0 36 9 d . - lOs. 

Boldre 1 0 9 12 9 d . - 4 i -

Sway 1 1 4 18 9 d . — 3s . 

Arnewood 15 9 16 7 d . - 4s . 

EHbrd 1 16 5 26 7 d . — 5s , 
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Keyhaven 10 6 12 7d . - l s . 6 d . 

Mi l fo rd-on-Sea 1 2 9 18 9d. - 2s . 

Hordle 1 12 1 12 9d . — 4s . 

Ashley 2 3 6 22 9d. - 5s . 

Chewton 2 19 6 25 12d. - 5s . 

Hinton 2 11 0 20 12d. - 5s . 

Avon 3 1 0 27 12d. - 5 s . 

Sopley 15 6 10 12d. - 2s . 

Winkton 1 6 0 17 12d. - 3 s . 

Bure 1 19 3 21 9 d . - 3^. 

S t ree t U 9 9 9 d . - 2 s . 

H u m 2 0 6 20 12d. -

North Ashley 1 15 6 19 7d . - 6s . 

34 2 4 372 

Bishops Waltham Hundred 

Bishops Waltham 1 16 9 23 6 i d . - 9s . 

Upham 1 3 6 26 6'2(i. — 3s . 

Ashton 1 1 8 14 6 i d . - 10s. 

Durley 2 9 6 23 6 i d . - 6s . 

C u r d r i d g e 1 16 oi 23 6 i d . - 4s . 

Burs ledon 13 oi 16 6 i d . - 2s . 

Fawley 1 10 8 16 6 i d . - 5s . 

B i t t e rne 18 4 18 7d . - 2s . 

Swanmore 13 6 13 7d . - l s . 6 d . 

Droxford 1 13 1 16 7 d . - 8s . 

Shed f i e ld 1 6 Oi 12 7d. - 5^. 

15 1 oi 200 
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F o r d i n g b r i d g e Hundred 

F o r d i n g b r i d g e 1 3 9 12 9d. - 4_s. 

Hale a n d C h a r f o r d 1 12 1 11 12d. - 10s. 

Midgham 1 6 6 8 12d. - 7s . 

Breamore 2 U 0 22 9d . - 10s. 

Bickton 1 16 10 11 7d . — 

Ibs iey 1 7 3 13 9d_ - 5 s . 6 d . 

Rockbourne 5 15 9 41 12d. - 13s. 

El l ingham 2 3 3 14 12d. - 10s. 

B u r g a t e 3 12 2 33 7d. - 5 s . 3 d . 

21 1 7 165 

Wherwell Hundred 

Wherwell 1 1 1 10 7d. - 10s. 

C l a t f o r d ( lower) 1 11 9 13 9dy - 4s . 

Goodworth C la t fo rd 
a n d L i t t l e Ann 

6 3 8 7d. - 12d. 

Middleton a n d 
Forton 

18 11 18 - 3s . 

East Aston 2 6 1 25 7d . - 4s . 

Bu l l ing ton a n d 
Tuf ton 

1 15 3 25 7dU - 5 s . 9 d . 

Asshes 2 8 5 24 7d. - 13s .4d . 

10 7 9 123 

T i t c h f i e l d Hundred 

T i t c h f i e l d 6 2 6 46 15d^ - 6s . 

Swanwick 1 8 1 12 I8d^ - 4 s . 6 d . 

I t e l l i ngwor th 13 4 6 I s . 3 d . - 3 s . I c 

Bonewood 6 8 4 l s . 6 d . - 2s . 

Fun t l ey 15 9 3 4 s . 3 d . - 6s .6c 

Hook 1 6 6 13 15d^ - 4s . 

Crofton 1 13 0 16 I s . 3 d . - 5s . 

Stubb ing ton 1 0 1 9 l s . 6 d . — 3 s . I c 

Rowner 2 14 6 14 l s . 6 d . - 10s. 

Lye 13 3 5 I s . 3 d . - 5_s. 
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Charke 

Wickham 

10 6 

3 19 3 

20 13 5 

5 

31 

164 

l_s.6d. - 3_s. 

7d. - 1(%^ 

Pas t row Hundred 

Vernham Dean 3 11 7 15 2 s . — 12s .2d . 

Tang ley (h) 1 5 4 12 
-

4 s . 3 d . 

H u r s t b o u r n e T a r r a n t 2 6 0 20 12d_ - 5s . 

L inkenhol t 12 5 8 15d. - 2 s . 5 d . 

Combe 1 5 10 10 12d. - 4£. 

Conholt (h) 10 9 5 15d_ - 3s . 

Faccombe 1 12 3 13 
-

6 s . 8 d . 

Crux Eas ton 16 11 7 9d. - 4 s . 3 d . 

Woodcott (h ) 19 5 8 I s . I d . - 6 s . 6 d 

13 98 

Por t sdown Hundred 

Bedhampton 2 1 8 21 7d. - 10s. 

F a r l i n g t o n 1 3 0 9 8 d . - 5£. 

Drayton 1 0 10 10 8 d . — 4s . 

Wellsworth 17 7 12 7d. - 2 s .Sd . 

Widley 9 0 4 8 d . - 6 s . 8 d . 

Wymering a n d 
Hilsea 3 3 4 34 8 d . - 12s. 

Por t sea 1 5 4 8 8d. - 13s .4d . 

Southwick 1 17 3 25 8 d . — 4s . 

West Boa rhun t 2 1 6 24 8 d . - 6 s . 8 d . 

East Boarhun t 15 7 6 7d. - 10s. 

Boarhun t Herbe lyn 19 0 10 8 d . - 2^. 

F r a t t o n 1 19 8 17 12d. - 10s. 

Milton 1 6 1 12 7d^ - 5_s. 

Eas tney 1 5 6 14 7d_ - 8s . 

20 5 4 206 
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Crocke rh i l l 10 10 6 12id . - 2 s . 6 f d 

North Fa reham 19 4 7 12icL - 6 s . 

Wal l ington 1 8 If 5 12idU - 10s. 

C a t i s f i e l d 1 8 3 i 9 lOd. - 10s. 

Cams 19 6 i 6 l s . 6 i d U - 5s . 

Fa r eham 2 2 o i 25 12d. — 3s . 

Brownwich 7 7 7 8d. — 2s . 

7 15 8{: 66 

Bentley L i b e r t y 1 11 7 22 7d. - 2 ^ . 6 d . 

Meonstoke Hundred 

Meonstoke 1 19 6 14 7d . - 6s . 

F l e x l a n d 1 0 4 10 7d. - 5s . 

Soberton 1 13 2 15 7 d . - 8s . 

Cornhampton 1 2 3 7 9d. - 10s. 

Lomer 1 8 4 7 12d. - 13s .4d . 

Westbury 3 1 1 

Burwell 10 2 9 7d . - 3s . 

Eas thoe 11 2 9 7d_ - 2^. 

Warnford 3 3 6 21 7d^ - 15s. 

Liss Abbas 11 10 13 7d^ - 2s . 

12 3 3 106 

P e t e r s f i e l d 16 7 d . — 4s . 
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North Hay l ing 2 0 7 15 7d. - 6 s . 6 d . 

Stoke 1 6 7 8 2 s . - 5s . 

Eastoke 10 10 4 7d. — 4 s . 9 d . 

Mengham 1 11 0 11 14d • -- 7s . 

South Hayl ing 1 5 6 11 7d. — 6 s . 

West Town 1 19 10 18 7d. - 10s. 

Wade 2 8 8 9 8d . — 15_s. 

Emsworth 3 6 8 26 8 d . — 6 s . 

Warb l ing ton 1 1 3 16 7d . — 3 s . 8 d . 

15 12 0 118 

Andover Hundred 

Upper C l a t f o r d 1 4 4 11 7d. - 6 s . 9 d . 

Abbotts Ann 4 18 2 42 7d. - 5s . 

Monxton 1 3 6 14 l s . 6 d . - 2 s . 6 d 

Sarson 17 5 12 7d . - 3s . 

Amport 1 0 8 14 7d . - 8s . 

Gra te l ey 1 15 1 19 7d. — 8s . 

Quar ley 1 0 3 15 7d . - 2s . 

South Tidwor th 1 15 7 18 7 d . - 1 8 s . 4 d . 

Kimpson a n d 
Li t t le ton 

1 16 7 34 7d. — 3s . 

Fy f i e ld 19 3 17 7d. - 2s . 

Cholder ton 1 16 0 19 12d. — 6s . 

Thrux ton 1 15 9 28 7d . - 6s . 

Penton Gra f ton 2 4 6 24 12d. — 4_s. 

Penton Mewsey 1 0 0 18 7 d . - 5_s. 

Foxcotte 1 1 3 19 7d. — 3s . 

Knights Enham 9 10 12 7d . - 3s . 

24 18 2 316 

Winchester 26 12 10 198 

Andover 13 3 1 74 
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C h r i s t c h u r c h (v) 15 10 17 9d. - l s . 6 d . 

Westover (v) 14 7 15 7d. - l s . 6 d . 

Burton a n d 
Coneketon 11 2 13 7d . - 12d. 

2 1 6 45 

P o r t c h e s t e r [ V i t h i n ] 2 11 7 29 7d. — 3s . 

Southampton (B) 26 7 0 132 

Por tsmouth (B) 7 2 0 61 

Soke of Winchester (B) 5 12 8 61 

New Al res fo rd (B) 3 1 6 34 

Bas ings toke 6 6 7 66 

Alton 

Alton (v) 2 6 A 22 12d. - 6 s . 7 d . 

Holybourne 10 10 8 7d. - 2s . 

South Hay 10 3 8 9d. - 2s . 

Wyck 10 5 8 7d. - 2s . 

West Court 6 7 3 9 d . — 5s . 

I s i n g t o n 17 3 11 7d. - 4 s . 2 d . 

Wheatley 7 8 6 l i d . - 21d. 

Binsted 1 11 10 21 7d. - 4 s . 8 d . 

Kings ley 1 9 3 17 9d. — 7s • 

Thedden 5 7 2 7 d . — 5s . 

Holtham 10 0 2 2 s . - 8s . 

Rother f i e ld 6 7 5 9d . — 3 s . 4 d . 

9 12 7 113 

Odiham 

Odiham 1 18 9 27 7d. - 2 s . 8 d . 

Greywell 1 17 0 19 12d. - 3 s . 4 d . 

North Warnborough 1 11 0 14 12d. - 5 s . 4 d . 

Hert leye 8 10 9 7d . - 2s . 

Elvetham 11 7 9 7d. — 2s . 

6 7 2 78 
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Ringwood 

Ringwood 9 2 6 77 12d. — 5s • 

H a r b r i d g e 1 16 0 19 12d. - 5s . 

Penn ing ton 1 17 0 13 12d. - 10s 

Bis te rne 2 7 6 23 12d. — 6s • 
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