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LITERATURE IN THE DUTCH SPEAKING LOW COUNTRIES, 1520-1565 

by Andrew George Johns ton 

The R e f o r m a t i o n in the N e t h e r l a n d s was opposed by t h e s e c u l a r and 

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a u t h o r i t i e s f o r n i g h on f i f t y y e a r s . As a r e s u l t i t 

t o o k on a d e c i d e d l y e c l e c t i c n a t u r e . The wo rks o f L u t h e r , C a l v i n and 

Bui l i n g e r , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h o s e o f a hos t o f l e s s e r - k n o w n r e f o r m e r s 

( i n c l u d i n g Urbanus R e g i u s , Franqois Lambert, Johannes Bugenhagen, Hans 

Sachs, Caspar Hube r i nus and M a t t h i a s B y n w a l t h ) were a l l t r a n s l a t e d i n t o 

Dutch between 1520 and 1565. In a d d i t i o n , numerous i n d i g e n o u s 

r e f o r m e r s such as Johannes A n a s t a s i u s V e l u a n u s , C o r n e l l s C o o l t u y n , 

' N i c l a e s P e e t e r s ' and W i l l e m Gnapheus were a c t i v e p r o p a g a n d i s t s f o r the 

e v a n g e l i c a l cause , 

The a i m o f t he t h e s i s i s t o examine t he v a r i o u s i n f l u e n c e s a t w o r k 

w i t h i n the Du tch R e f o r m a t i o n i n t h i s p e r i o d . The ' t e r m i n u s a q u o ' is 

1520 because i t was a t t h i s t i m e t h a t L u t h e r ' s w r i t i n g s f i r s t appea red 

i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , The ' t e r m i n u s ad quern' is 1565 because a f t e r t h i s 

d a t e t he Du tch R e f o r m a t i o n became p o l i t i c i z e d by t h e R e v o l t , L e a v i n g 

a s i d e t he A n a b a p t i s t s and t h e S p i r i t u a l i s t s ( r e c i p i e n t s o f numerous 

s e p a r a t e s t u d i e s ) , t h e t h e s i s c o n c e n t r a t e s p a r t i c u l a r l y on t h e w r i t i n g s 

o f t h e l e s s e r known and i n d i g e n o u s r e f o r m e r s named a b o v e . I t w i l l be 

s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e R e f o r m a t i o n in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s was a good d e a l more 

dependent upon t h e German and Swiss R e f o r m a t i o n s t h a n has h i t h e r t o been 

a c k n o w l e d g e d . T h i s c a l l s i n t o q u e s t i o n a l o n g - s t a n d i n g h i s t o r i o g r a p h i c a 1 

t r a d i t i o n w h i c h p l a c e d much s t r e s s on t h e r o l e o f Erasmus and v a r i o u s 

' f o r e r u n n e r s ' and emphas ized t h e un ique t h e o l o g i c a l f l a v o u r o f t h e 

Du tch R e f o r m a t i o n , 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Page No. 

ABSTRACT 

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 

ABBREVIATIONS 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

INTRODUCTION 

PART I . THE MESSAGE 

CHAPTER 1 PRINTING AND THE REFORMATION IN THE NETHERLANDS 4 

CHAPTER 2 THE ORIGINS OF THE DUTCH REFORMATION k ] 

CHAPTER 3 THE WAR OF WORDS 71 

CHAPTER 4 CATECHISMS: TOOLS FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 100 

CHAPTER 5 DEVOTIONAL AND DOCTRINAL HANDBOOKS 119 

CHAPTER 6 CONSOLATION FOR THOSE AFFLICTED IN MIND AND BODY 145 

CHAPTER 7 THE POST ILS ON NICLAES PEETERS 167 

CHAPTER 8 HERESY ON THE STAGE? 201 

CHAPTER 9 FROM CONVENTICLE TO COUNTER-CHURCH: THE PROGRESS 
OF THE DUTCH REFORMATION 225 

CONCLUSION 251 

PART 2 . THE MEDIUM 

SECTION A EVANGELICAL TRACTS 256 

SECTION B ANT I-EVANGELICAL WORKS 315 

SECTION C REDERIJKER PLAYS AND POEMS 321 

SECTION D NO LONGER EXTANT PAMPHLETS 325 



ILLUSTRATIONS AND TABLES 

Page No. 

1. P r o d u c t i o n o f C a t h o l i c l i t e r a t u r e in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s 
and S t r a s b o u r g , 1500-1540 5 

2 . The o u t p u t o f C a t h o l i c and e v a n g e l i c a l l i t e r a t u r e in 

t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , 1520-1540 6 

3 . 'The b a t t l e between t h e t r u e f a i t h and f a l s e s p i r i t u a l i t y ' 32 

4 . T i t l e p a g e o f L u t h e r ' s P o s t i l l e n op d i e e p i s t e l e n ende 

e v a n q e 1 i e n 169 

5- T i t l e p a g e o f P e e t e r s ' C h r i s t e l i k e sermonen 185 

6 . T i t l e p a g e o f N i k o l a u s Herman's Eyne mandat I h e s u C h r i s t ! 
an a l i e seyne g e t r e w e C h r i s t e n 185 

7 . A l l e g o r i c a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f t he p a r a b l e o f t h e Good 
S a m a r i t a n 196 

8 . The d o c t r i n a l p o s i t i o n o f t h e Ghent r e d e r i j k e r s s p e len 
o f 1539 217 

9 . E d i t i o n s o f O t t o B r u n f e l s ' Gulden ghebedeboecxken 266-267 



ABBREVIATIONS 

ARC A r c h l y f u r R e f o r m a t i o n s g e s c h i c h t e 

Benz ing J . B e n z i n g , L u t h e r b i b 1 i o g r a p h i e : V e r z e i c h n i s der q e d r u c k t e n 

S c h r i f t e n M a r t i n L u t h e r s b i s zu dessen Tod (Baden-Baden, 

1966) 

BRN B i b l i o t h e c a r e f o r m a t o r i a n e e r l a n d i c a , e d . S, Cramer and 

F , P i j p e r , 10 v o l , (The Hague, 1903 -1914 ) 

BT B e l g i c a t y p o g r a p h i c a 1541-1600. C a t a l o g u s l i b r o r u m 

impressorum ab anno MDXLI ad annum MDC in r e g i o n i b u s quae 

nunc r e g i n i Be lgarum p a r t e s s u n t 2 v o l , (N ieuwkoop , 1968, 

1980) 

Campan F r a n c i s c o de E n z i n a s ' M e m o i r e s ' , e d , Ch, A1. Campan, 

C o l l e c t i o n de memo!res r e l a t i f s a 1 ' h i s t o i r e de B e l g i q u e , 

X I I I (1862) 

CD Corpus documentorum i n q u i s i t o n i s h a e r e t i c a e p r a v i t a t i s 

N e e r l a n d i c a e , ed . P. F r e d e r i c q , 5 v o l . (Ghent and The Hague, 

1889-1903) 

GP De g u l d e n p a s s e r 

HB Met boek 

K n u t t e l C a t a l o g u s van de p a m f l e t t e n - v e r z a m e l i n g b e r u s t e n d e in de 

K o n i n k l i j k e B i b l i o t h e e k , e d . W.P.C. K n u t t e l , 8 v o l . (The 

Hague, 1889-1916) 

LW L u t h e r ' s works, e d , J . P e l i k a n and H . T . Lehmann ( P h i l a d e l p h i a , 

1957-71) 

M a c h i e l s C a t a l o q u s van de koafan g e d r u k t v o o r I6OO aanwez ig op de 

c e n t r a 1e b i b l i o t h e e k van de r i j k s u n i v e r s i t e i t Gen t , e d . 

J. M a c h i e l s , 2 v o l . (Ghen t , 1979) 

ME Mennon i te e n c y c l o p e d i a , e d . C. Krahn, 4 v o l , ( H i l l s b o r o , 

Kansas, 1955-1959) 

MQ.R Mennon i t e q u a r t e r l y r e v i e w 

NAK N e d e r l a n d s a r c h i e f v o o r k e r k g e s c h i e d e n i s 

NK W. N i j h o f f and M.E, K r o n e n b e r g , N e d e r l a n d s c h e b i b i i o g r a p h i e 

van 1500 t o t 1540. 3 v o l . (The Hague, 1923-1971) 

NNBW Nieuw n e d e r l a n d s c h b i o g r a f i s c h w o o r d e n b o e k , e d . 

P.O. Mo lhuysen , J . J . B l o k , L, K n a p p e r t and K .H . Kossmann, 

10 v o l . ( L e i d e n , 1911-1937) 



ROPB R e c u e i l des o rdonnances d e s P a y s - B a s , e d . Ch, L a u r e n t , 

J . Lameere, H, S i m o n t , 2e s e r i e ( I 5 0 6 - I 7 0 0 ) , 6 v o l , 

( B r u s s e l s , 1839-1922) 

STC S h o r t t i t l e c a t a l o g u e o f books p r i n t e d in E n g l a n d , S c o t l a n d 

and I r e l a n d and o f E n g l i s h books p r i n t e d a b r o a d , 

e d . A.W. P o l l a r d and G.R. Redgrave ( L o n d o n , 1926) and 

r e v i s e d STC e d . W.A. Jackson , F . S . F e r g u s o n and K . F , P a n t z e r . 

2 v o l . ( London , 1976-1986) 

WA D. M a r t i n L u t h e r s Werke K r i t i s c h e Gesammtausgabe (Weimar, 

1883- ) 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

I s h o u l d l i k e t o t h a n k the B r i t i s h Academy , the F rench P r o t e s t a n t Church 

o f London and t he R i c h a r d N e w i t t T r u s t f o r t h e i r f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e I n t h e 

c o m p l e t i o n o f t h i s t h e s i s . In a d d i t i o n , I am i n d e b t e d t o t h e f o l l o w i n g 

i n s t i t u t i o n s f o r t h e i r c o - o p e r a t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y in t h e m i c r o f i l m i n g 

o f t h e i r r e s o u r c e s : Amsterdam, Amsterdam V r i j e , L e i d e n , U t r e c h t , G h e n t , 

Bonn, E d i n b u r g h and Uppsa la U n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r i e s , t h e B o d l e i a n L i b r a r y 

O x f o r d , t h e B i b l i o t h e q u e N a t i o n a l e P a r i s , t h e B r i t i s h L i b r a r y , t he Roya l 

L i b r a r i e s a t The Hague and B r u s s e l s , W o l f e n b u t t e l Herzog Augus t 

B i b l i o t h e k , Leeuwarden P r o v i n c i a l L i b r a r y and t h e P l a n t i n - M o r e t u s Museum 

A n t w e r p , I am a l s o e s p e c i a l l y g r a t e f u l f o r t h e h e l p o f Southampton 

U n i v e r s i t y ' s i n t e r - L i b r a r y Loan S e r v i c e f o r l o c a t i n g a l a r g e number o f 

seconda ry s o u r c e s on my b e h a l f , I am i n d e b t e d t o D r . J , Trapman, 

Dr A . P e t t e g r e e , D r . G. B e r n a r d and P r o f e s s o r K. Swar t f o r t h e i r 

s u g g e s t i o n s and a d v i c e as w e l l as t o my s u p e r v i s o r Mr A . C , Duke. 

F i n a l l y , I w i s h t o t h a n k my w i f e Jane t f o r her c o n s t a n t encouragement 

and s u p p o r t . 



INTRODUCTION 

The r e l e n t l e s s o p p o s i t i o n o f C h a r l e s V and h i s son P h i l i p I I t o 

t h e P r o t e s t a n t cause e n s u r e d t h a t t he R e f o r m a t i o n in t h e Low C o u n t r i e s 

d e v e l o p e d more o r l ess in s e c r e t u n t i l t h e c a p t u r e o f H o l l a n d and 

Zee l a n d by t h e Sea Beggars i n 1572. Ye t i n t h e p r e c e d i n g f i f t y y e a r s 

o r so t h e works o f a l a r g e number o f R e f o r m a t i o n w r i t e r s c i r c u l a t e d 

c l a n d e s t i n e l y amongst Du t ch s y m p a t h i s e r s . I t i s t h i s l i t e r a t u r e , o r 

r a t h e r a s u b s t a n t i a l p a r t o f i t , w h i c h fo rms t h e s u b j e c t o f t h i s t h e s i s . 

An a n a l y s i s o f t h e e n t i r e pamph le t l i t e r a t u r e o f t h e Dutch 

R e f o r m a t i o n wou ld r e q u i r e s e v e r a l t h e s e s . C e r t a i n bounds have t o be 

s e t . A n a b a p t i s t and S p i r i t u a l i s t l i t e r a t u r e - t h e w r i t i n g s o f Menno 

S imons , D i r k P h i l i p s , D a v i d J o r i s , S e b a s t i a n F r a n c k and t h e l i k e - has 

been l e f t o u t o f a c c o u n t . So t o o has t h e s p e c i f i c a l l y Reformed 

l i t e r a t u r e ( pamph le t s by C a l v i n and Bui l i n g e r . Re fo rmed c a t e c h i s m s and 

c h u r c h o r d e r s ) most o f w h i c h was p u b l i s h e d a t Emden f r o m the e a r l y 

1550s onwards . By t h e same t o k e n t h e c o n f e s s i o n a 1 1 y L u t h e r a n pamph le ts 

p u b l i s h e d in t h e 1550s and 1560s p romoted by one Dr H, van B e r t and 

p r i n t e d Hans de B r a e c k e r a t Wesel have a l s o been o m i t t e d . ' These 

p a m p h l e t s were p u b l i s h e d as p a r t o f a l a t e and l a r g e l y u n s u c c e s s f u l 

p ropaganda campaign by t h e L u t h e r a n s t o s n a t c h t h e i n i t i a t i v e away 

f r o m t h e Reformed and t h u s l i k e t h e A n a b a p t i s t and Reformed l i t e r a t u r e 

were t h e p r o d u c t o f a c l e a r l y d e f i n e d c o n f e s s i o n a l g r o u p . 

Our a t t e n t i o n w i l l be d i r e c t e d t o w a r d s n o n - c o n f e s s i o n a 1 i z e d 

d i s s e n t . To d e f i n e t h e s u b j e c t more p o s i t i v e l y i s no easy t a s k . 

H i s t o r i a n s have t e n d e d t o d i v i d e t h e Du tch R e f o r m a t i o n i n t o t h r e e 

d i s t i n c t phases , L u t h e r a n o r ' s a c r a m e n t a r i a n ' , A n a b a p t i s t and C a l v i n i s t 

r a t h e r l i k e a r o c k e t w i t h t h r e e s t a g e s , t h e f i r s t t w o o f w h i c h a r e 
2 

j e t t i s o n e d e a r l y on in t h e f l i g h t . Ye t t h i s t r e a t m e n t o f t h e 

R e f o r m a t i o n in t he Low C o u n t r i e s has c o n s i d e r a b l e s h o r t c o m i n g s . In t h e 

f i r s t p l a c e , i t g r o s s l y o v e r - s i m p l i f i e s t h e v a r i e t y o f i n f l u e n c e s a t 

w o r k . I t assumes t h a t any p r e - A n a b a p t i s t d i s s e n t was e i t h e r o f a 

1 J,W, P o n t , G e s c h i e d e n i s van he t l u t h e r a n i s m e i n de N e d e r l a n d e n t o t 
1618 (Haar lem, 1 9 1 1 ) , p p . 5 5 - 5 9 . 

2 See L, K n a p p e r t , De opkomst van h e t p r o t e s t a n t i s m e (The Hague, 1908) 
and L, H a l k i n , La re forme en B e l g i q u e sous Char l e s - Q . u i n t ( B r u s s e l s , 
1957), c h a p t e r s two t h r e e and f o u r . 



s p e c i f i c a l l y L u t h e r a n o r c l e a r l y ' s a c r a m e n t a r l a n ' n a t u r e and t h e r e f o r e 

does n o t a l l o w f o r o t h e r i n f l u e n c e s . In a d d i t i o n , i t s u g g e s t s t h a t as 

one s e t o f d o c t r i n a l o p i n i o n s g a i n e d t h e a s c e n d a n c y , t h e p r e v i o u s one 

s i m p l y f aded away. As we s h a l l s e e , t h i s was f a r f r o m t h e case . 

In t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s Lu the ran 

i n f l u e n c e s were pa ramoun t . Not o n l y were l a r g e numbers o f L u t h e r ' s 

works t r a n s l a t e d and p r i n t e d , ^ but t h e L u t h e r a n B i b l e ^ and t h e w r i t i n g s 

o f o t h e r German e v a n g e l i c a l s were r e a d . However, t h e f o r m a t i o n o f 

L u t h e r a n c h u r c h e s w i t h c h u r c h o r d e r s w h i c h wou ld have p r e s c r i b e d t h e 

s p e c i f i c a l l y L u t h e r a n t e a c h i n g on t he r e a l p r e s e n c e c o u l d no t t a k e p l a c e 

p a r t l y because t h e p e r s e c u t i o n in t h e Low C o u n t r i e s p r e v e n t e d a s t a t e -

e n f o r c e d R e f o r m a t i o n and a l s o because L u t h e r h i m s e l f was opposed t o 

5 

c o n v e n t i c l e s . I t w o u l d be i n c o r r e c t t h e r e f o r e t o d e s c r i b e t h i s 

t h e s i s as an e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e L u t h e r a n phase o f t h e Du tch R e f o r m a t i o n . 

P r o b a b l y t h e b e s t t e r m w h i c h can be used i s t h a t o f ' e v a n g e l i c a l ' . 

B e f o r e t h e R e f o r m a t i o n one f i n d s in c h r i s t i a n h u m a n i s t c i r c l e s a 

p r e f e r e n c e f o r ' t h e g o s p e l ' ^ and in t h e e a r l y 1520s ' e v a n g e l i c a l ' seems 

t o have been a t e r m w h i c h c o u l d embrace b o t h t he f o l l o w e r s o f L u t h e r 

and c h r i s t i a n h u m a n i s t s . G r a d u a l l y , howeve r , ' e v a n g e l i c a l ' came t o be 

t h e d e s c r i p t i o n f o r t h e f o l l o w e r s o f t h e new t h e o l o g y in t h e b r o a d e s t 

s e n s e . W i l l e m Gnapheus, f o r e x a m p l e , r e c t o r o f t h e grammar s c h o o l in 
7 

The Hague spoke o f ' w i E u a n g e l i s c h e l u d e n ' i n h i s T r o o s t ende s p i e g e l 

de r s i e c k e n f i r s t p u b l i s h e d in 1531 but w r i t t e n as e a r l y as c 1525. 

M o r e o v e r , t h i s t e r m was no t c o n f i n e d t o t h e 1520s. As l a t e as 1554 

Johannes A n a s t a s i u s V e l u a n u s , a u t h o r o f t h e Leken Wechwyser was s t i l l 
8 

a b l e t o speak o f t h o s e who go ' o n d e r den e u a n g e 1 i s c h e n naem ' . T h i s 

3 C. Ch. G. V i s s e r , L u t h e r ' s q e s c h r i f t e n in de N e d e r l a n d e n t o t 1546 
(Assen , I 9 6 9 ) , c o n t a i n s a good d e a l o f b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n 
on L u t h e r ' s t r a c t s w h i c h needs no r e p e t i t i o n in t h i s t h e s i s , a l t h o u g h 
V i s s e r ' s w o r k has been b u i l t upon and t o some e x t e n t s u p p l e m e n t e d and 
r e v i s e d . 

4 L u t h e r a n B i b l e s r e c e i v e some comment in t h e f i r s t c h a p t e r , a l t h o u g h I 
have n o t r e p e a t e d t h e i n f o r m a t i o n c o n t a i n e d in W.C. Poo r tman , B i j b e l 
en p r e n t (The Hague, 1983 ) . 

5 J.W. P o n t , o p . c i t , p p . 4 2 - 4 3 and 330 . 

6 A . C , Duke, 'The f a c e o f p o p u l a r r e l i g i o u s d i s s e n t i n t h e Low C o u n t r i e s , 
I 5 2 O - I 5 3 O ' , J o u r n a l o f e c c l e s i a s t i c a l h i s t o r y XXVI ( 1 9 7 5 ) , p p . 6 2 - 6 3 . 

7 BR^ I , p . 1 6 3 . 

8 BRN l\^ p . 3 3 9 . 



c o n t e m p o r a r y t e r m has t h e added advan tage o f a v o i d i n g any c o n f e s s i o n a l 

a f f i l i a t i o n w h i c h w o u l d have been q u i t e a l i e n t o p r e - C a 1 v i n i s t 

n o n - A n a b a p t i s t s y m p a t h i s e r s w i t h t h e new t h e o l o g y i n t h e Low C o u n t r i e s . 

T h i s t h e s i s i s a l s o r e s t r i c t e d t o t h e p o p u l a r l i t e r a t u r e o f t h e 

Du tch R e f o r m a t i o n , For t h i s reason works in L a t i n have been o m i t t e d 

on t h e g rounds t h a t such t e x t s were c o n f i n e d t o e d u c a t e d e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 

c i r c l e s . Pamph le ts p u b l i s h e d in F rench have a l s o been o m i t t e d , n o t 

because t h e y c a n n o t be c o n s i d e r e d p o p u l a r , bu t r a t h e r because t h e 

language b a r r i e r r e s u l t e d in a d i f f e r e n t r h y t h m i n t h e W a l l o o n p r o v i n c e s 

t h a n e l s e w h e r e in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s more in k e e p i n g w i t h t h e French 

R e f o r m a t i o n , However, Du tch works canno t be t r e a t e d i n comp le te 

i s o l a t i o n and t h e r e f o r e L a t i n and F rench works have n o t been e n t i r e l y 

i g n o r e d . 

For ease o f r e f e r e n c e , t h e t h e s i s has been d i v i d e d i n t o two p a r t s . 

P a r t one compr i ses t h e main body o f t h e t e x t . I t opens w i t h a d i s c u s s i o n 

o f t h e r o l e o f p r i n t i n g and t h i s i s f o l l o w e d by an a n a l y s i s o f t h e 

b e g i n n i n g s o f t he Dutch R e f o r m a t i o n , The n e x t f i v e c h a p t e r s dea l i n 

t u r n w i t h t h e pamph le t l i t e r a t u r e g e n e r i c a l l y - p o l e m i c a l , c a t e c h e t i c a l , 

d e v o t i o n a l and d o c t r i n a l , c o n s o l a t i o n and h o m i l e t i c . T h i s i s f o l l o w e d 

by an e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e r e l i g i o u s p l a y s p e r f o r m e d by t h e l o c a l chambers 

o f r h e t o r i c ( r e d e r i j k e r s k a m e r s ) . A l t h o u g h , s t r i c t l y s p e a k i n g , t h e s e 

p l a y s a r e no t p a m p h l e t s , n e v e r t h e l e s s t h e y c a n n o t be o m i t t e d f r o m a 

d i s c u s s i o n o f e v a n g e l i c a l l i t e r a t u r e s i n c e i n t h e e y e s o f c o n t e m p o r a r i e s 

a t l e a s t t h e y were an i m p o r t a n t l i t e r a r y s o u r c e for t h e d i s s e m i n a t i o n o f 

t h e new t h e o l o g y . The f i n a l c h a p t e r a t t e m p t s t o p l a c e t h e pamph le t 

l i t e r a t u r e w i t h i n t h e b r o a d e r c o n t e x t o f c o n f e s s i o n a l d e v e l o p m e n t s i n 

t h e Du tch R e f o r m a t i o n and t r a c e s t he deve lopment o f f u l l y - f l e d g e d 

c o u n t e r - c h u r c h e s f r o m l o o s e l y fo rmed c o n v e n t i c l e s . The second p a r t o f 

t h e t h e s i s l i s t s and d e s c r i b e s t h e p a m p h l e t s w h i c h have been c o n s u l t e d 

as w e l l as t h o s e w h i c h a r e now no l o n g e r e x t a n t . 



CHAPTER I 

PRINTING AND THE REFORMATION IN THE NETHERLANDS 

I t has been e s t i m a t e d t h a t abou t t e n thousand d i f f e r e n t German, 

R e f o r m a t i o n pamph le ts appeared in t he f i r s t h a l f o f t h e s i x t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y . ' By compar i son , t h e pamphle t l i t e r a t u r e o f t h e Dutch 

R e f o r m a t i o n appears i n s i g n i f i c a n t . In a l l t h e r e were p r o b a b l y o n l y 

abou t one hundred and s e v e n t y e v a n g e l i c a l pamph le ts p u b l i s h e d i n Dutch 
2 

between 1520 and 1540. Yet compared t o o t h e r c o u n t r i e s where t h e 

R e f o r m a t i o n was opposed by t he c i v i l a u t h o r i t i e s , t h i s f i g u r e i s 

s u r p r i s i n g l y l a r g e . More than f o r t y d i f f e r e n t wo rks by L u t h e r , f o r 

examp le , were t r a n s l a t e d I n t o Dutch between 1520 and 1540 w h i l s t o n l y 

s i x t e e n French and e i g h t E n g l i s h t r a n s l a t i o n s appea red i n t h e same 
3 

p e r i o d . 

Ano the r means o f a s s e s s i n g the impact o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n on the 

book t r a d e is t o examine t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f C a t h o l i c wo rks in t h e 

N e t h e r l a n d s In t h e e a r l y s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y (see f i g u r e 1 ) . A f t e r a 

peak in 1518, t h e p r i n t i n g o f C a t h o l i c v e r n a c u l a r l i t e r a t u r e (books o f 

h o u r s , l i v e s o f C h r i s t and the l i k e ) d e c l i n e d s h a r p l y i n t h e 1520s, 

r e v i v i n g o n l y s l i g h t l y in t h e 1530s. Comparing t h i s t r e n d w i t h t h e 

p r o d u c t i o n o f C a t h o l i c l i t e r a t u r e in a town such as S t r a s b o u r g in w h i c h 
% 

the R e f o r m a t i o n r e c e i v e d o f f i c i a l s u p p o r t , the p a t t e r n i s s i m i l a r . 

In t he case o f S t r a s b o u r g t h e d e c l i n e In o u t p u t was more d r a m a t i c 

and t h e r e was no r e c o v e r y i n t h e 1530s as In t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , bu t In 

bo th cases t h e sudden d e c l i n e in o u t p u t i n t he 1520s i s e v i d e n t . 

1 S,E.Ozment, 'Pamph le t l i t e r a t u r e o f t h e german r e f o r m a t i o n ' . Reformat Ion 
Europe : a g u i d e t o r e s e a r c h , ed. S.E.Ozment ( S t , L o u i s , 1982) , p . 8 5 . 

2 T h i s f i g u r e I n c l u d e s A n a b a p t i s t and no l onger e x t a n t w o r k s , but 
e x c l u d e s B i b l e s and works p u b l i s h e d In L a t i n o r F r e n c h . 

3 Du t ch ; M.E. K ronenbe rg , 'U i t gaven van Lu the r in de Neder landen 
ve rschenen t o t 1 5 4 1 ' , NAK xL ( 1 9 5 4 ) , p p . 6 - 1 5 , XLIX ( I 9 6 8 - 6 9 ) , p . 1 0 2 . 
F r e n c h : F . HIgman, 'Les t r a d u c t i o n s f r a n g a i s e s de L u t h e r , 1 5 2 4 - 1 5 5 0 ' , 
P a l a e s t r a t y p o g r a p h i c a l a s p e c t s de la p r o d u c t i o n du 1 l y r e human is te 
r e l l q i e u s e du XVIe s i e c l e , e d . J . - F , G i lmon t ( A u b e l , 1985?) , p p . 1 1 - 1 3 . 
E n g l i s h : STC 16962, 1697-7 , I 6988 , 16999, 10493, 11394, I 3086 , 20193. 

4 Dutch f i g u r e s a re t a k e n f r o m NK, Only da ted wo rks ( j u s t o v e r h a l f 
o f t h e t o t a l ) a re i n c l u d e d , S t r a s b o u r g f i g u r e s a r e t aken f r o m 
M.U. Chr i sman , Lay c u l t u r e , l e a r n e d c u l t u r e , books and s o c i a l change 
in S t r a s b o u r g , 1480-1599 (^tew Haven and London, 1 9 8 2 ) , p . 2 8 8 , 



1. P r o d u c t i o n o f C a t h o l i c l i t e r a t u r e in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s and S t r a s b o u r g , 1500-1540 
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I t is no t p o s s i b l e t o show t h e o u t p u t o f e v a n g e l i c a l pamph le ts and 

B i b l e s y e a r by y e a r in t h e same way. More than h a l f t h e e v a n g e l i c a l 

wo rks were p u b l i s h e d w i t h o u t a d a t e , and e s t i m a t i n g d a t e s o n l y p roduces 

a f r e a k d i s t r i b u t i o n . N e v e r t h e l e s s , a compar i son o f t o t a l C a t h o l i c 

p r o d u c t i o n w i t h t he t o t a l o f e v a n g e l i c a l p a m p h l e t s and B i b l e s p r i n t e d 

i n t h e y e a r s 1520-1540 r e v e a l s t h e enormous impac t o f t h e new t h e o l o g y 

upon t h e l i t e r a t e p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , 

2 . The o u t p u t o f C a t h o l i c and e v a n g e l i c a l l i t e r a t u r e in t he N e t h e r l a n d s , 

1520-1540 r 

C a t h o l i c v e r n a c u l a r 

l i t e r a t u r e , 1520-1540 

E v a n g e l i c a l v e r n a c u l a r 

l i t e r a t u r e , 1520-1540 
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In a C a t h o l i c s o c i e t y in w h i c h t h e R e f o r m a t i o n was f i e r c e l y opposed by 

t h e p o l i t i c a l and r e l i g i o u s a u t h o r i t i e s i t i s q u i t e r e m a r k a b l e t h a t 

e v a n g e l i c a l l i t e r a t u r e s h o u l d c o m p r i s e n e a r l y h a l f t h e t o t a l o u t p u t o f 

r e l i g i o u s books . 

The w r i t i n g s o f L u t h e r and h i s f o l l o w e r s were opposed f r o m t h e 

f i r s t by t h e Habsburg c e n t r a l government o f t h e N e t h e r l a n d s . The f i r s t 

book b u r n i n g in response t o t h e papa l b u l l Exsu rge Domine (15 June 1520) 

t o o k p l a c e a t Leuven as e a r l y as 8 Oc tober 1520. L a t e r , t h e r e were 

b o n f i r e s o f h e r e t i c a l l i t e r a t u r e a t A n t w e r p , G h e n t , U t r e c h t , B ruges , 

' s - H e r t o g e n b o s c h and D e v e n t e r . ^ In a l e t t e r t o t h e p a p a l v i c e - c h a n c e l l o r 

i n Rome A l e a n d e r , t h e papa l l e g a t e in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , boas ted o f h a v i n g 

b u r n t f o u r hundred o f L u t h e r ' s books o f w h i c h t h r e e hund red had been 

removed f r o m bookshops and one hund red c o n f i s c a t e d f rom p r i v a t e 

i n d i v i d u a l s , ^ The f i r s t p l a c a r d p r o h i b i t i n g L u t h e r ' s books was 

p r o m u l g a t e d a t L i ege as e a r l y as 17 Oc tober 1520, and t h i s was f o l l o w e d 

5 C h r i s t i a n human is t l i t e r a t u r e i s i n c l u d e d i n t h e C a t h o l i c f i g u r e . 
The e v a n g e l i c a l t o t a l i n c l u d e s A n a b a p t i s t w o r k s , 

6 M.E. K r o n e n b e r g , Verboden boeken en o p s t a n d i g e d r u k k e r s i n de 
h e r v o r m i n q s t i j d (Amsterdam, 1 9 4 8 ) , p . 2 8 , 

7 I b i d . p . 3 2 . 



i n May 1521 by t he famous E d i c t o f Worms by w h i c h L u t h e r and h i s 

w r i t i n g s were banned t h r o u g h o u t t he E m p i r e , 

These f i r s t c e n s o r s h i p laws were r a t h e r vague as t h e y p r o h i b i t e d 

a l l L u t h e r ' s works but d i d n o t name any s p e c i f i c t i t l e s . Under an 

e d i c t p u b l i s h e d on 23 March 1524, howeve r , i t became a c r i m i n a l o f f e n c e 

t o possess e i t h e r t h e Summa d e r q o d l i k e r s c r i f t u r e n ( 1 5 2 3 ) , an anonymous 
g 

pamph le t a t one t i m e m i s t a k e n l y a t t r i b u t e d t o H e n d r i k van Bommel, o r 

t h e E v a n g e l i e van Ma t thaeus (1522) o f Johan P e l t , a f o r m e r F r a n c i s c a n 

c o n v e r t e d t o t he L u t h e r a n c a u s e , ^ Two y e a r s l a t e r on 17 J u l y 1526 a 

more comprehens i ve e d i c t was p u b l i s h e d a t Meche len , T h i s e d i c t was a 

landmark f o r i t p r o h i b i t e d n o t o n l y t h e works o f L u t h e r h i m s e l f but 

a l s o t h o s e o f a number o f h i s f o l l o w e r s , namely Johannes Bugenhagen, 

Andreas K a r l s t a d t , P h i l i p M e l a n c h t h o n , Johannes O e c o l a m p a d i u s , F r a n q o i s 

Lambert and J u s t u s Jonas . In a d d i t i o n , a l l v e r n a c u l a r t e x t s o f S c r i p t u r e 

f u r n i s h e d w i t h L u t h e r a n commenta r ies o r g l o s s e s w e r e f o r b i d d e n . Anyone 

found in p o s s e s s i o n o f t h e s e books was t o be b a n i s h e d f r o m t h e Low 

C o u n t r i e s on p a i n o f d e a t h and c o n f i s c a t i o n o f goods. 

The c e n s o r ' s n e t was c a s t s t i l l w i d e r i n 1529 w i t h t he p u b l i c a t i o n 

on 14 Oc tober o f a n o t h e r e d i c t w h i c h f o r b a d t h e p r i n t i n g , w r i t i n g , s a l e , 

p u r c h a s e , d i s t r i b u t i o n , r e a d i n g , p o s s e s s i o n , p r e a c h i n g , d e f e n c e o r 

d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e books o r d o c t r i n e s o f L u t h e r , W y c l i f , Hus, M a r s i l i u s 

o f Padua, O e c o l a m p a d i u s , Z w i n g l i , M e l a n c h t h o n , L a m b e r t , Bugenhagen, 

O t t o B r u n f e l s , J u s t u s Jonas and Johannes Pupper van Goch, In a d d i t i o n , 

t h i s p l a c c a r d a l s o f o r b a d New Tes tamen ts p r i n t e d by A d r i a e n van Berghen, 

C h r i s t o f f e l van Ruremund and Joannes Ze1 as w e l l as any book p u b l i s h e d 

in t h e p r e v i o u s t e n y e a r s w i t h o u t a u t h o r , p r i n t e r , d a t e o r p l a c e o f 

p u b l i c a t i o n . Ye t t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h i s e d i c t was n o t s i m p l y t h a t i t 

b roadened c o n s i d e r a b l y what was deemed h e r e t i c a l b u t t h a t f o r t h e f i r s t 

t i m e i t p r e s c r i b e d t h e d e a t h p e n a l t y f o r f i r s t o f f e n d e r s . Male o f f e n d e r s 

were t o be e x e c u t e d by t h e s w o r d , women b u r i e d a l i v e and r e l a p s e d h e r e t i c s 

b u r n t a t t he s t a k e . * * 

8 See p . 3 0 8 . 

9 D ie I n d i c e s L i b r o r u m P r o h i b i t o r u m des s e c h z e h n t e n J a h r h u n d e r t s , ed, 
F . H . Reusch, (N ieuwkoop , 1 9 6 1 ) , p . 2 3 . 

10 V, p p . 1 4 2 - 1 4 7 . 

11 ROPB i i s e r i e IV , p p . 2 1 0 - 2 1 1 , 2 2 4 - 2 2 9 . 



These e a r l y e d i c t s , howeve r , s t i l l o n l y d e a l t p i ecemea l w i t h t he 

p r o b l e m o f e v a n g e l i c a l l i t e r a t u r e as d i d t h e e d i c t s o f 10 J u l y and 
12 

22 September 1540. No s y s t e m a t i c i ndex o f f o r b i d d e n books appeared 
13 

u n t i l 1546. Comp i l ed by t h e f a c u l t y o f t h e o l o g y a t Leuven and 

i s s u e d on 9 May, t h i s i n d e x p r o s c r i b e d f o r t y - e i g h t e d i t i o n s o f t h e 

B i b l e and t h e New T e s t a m e n t , s e v e n t y - t w o L a t i n w o r k s , f i f t y - t h r e e Dutch 

p a m p h l e t s , f i v e German and n i n e F rench books p l u s a l l t h e i tems 

p r e v i o u s l y f o r b i d d e n by t h e e d i c t o f 22 September 1 5 4 0 . ' ^ I t d i d no t 

p r e t e n d t o be c o m p l e t e . I t l i s t e d o n l y t h o s e w o r k s w h i c h had come t o 

t h e n o t i c e o f t he Leuven t h e o l o g i a n s . M o r e o v e r , n e i t h e r was i t c o n f i n e d 

s t r i c t l y t o h e r e t i c a l l i t e r a t u r e , f o r i t a l s o i n c l u d e d o t h e r works 

deemed unsavou ry f o r t h e u n l e a r n e d . Per Joden b i e c h t e ( 1 5 4 3 ) , an a n t i -
] c 

S e m i t i c wo rk by Johann P f e f f e r k o r n , f i r s t p u b l i s h e d i n German in 1508, 

I n t p a r a d i j s van Venus ( c l 5 3 0 ) , a p o r n o g r a p h i c i l l u s t r a t e d pamph le t 

and t h e T i j t c o r t i n g h e d e r p e l g r i m a g i e n des m e n s c h e 1 i j c k e n levens ( c l 5 4 0 ) , 

an a n t i - e v a n g e 1 i c a 1 t r e a t i s e composed by Jan G lap i o n , o n e - t i m e c o n f e s s o r 
17 

o f C h a r l e s V , f o r e x a m p l e , were t h e f i r s t t h r e e w o r k s f o r b i d d e n under 

t h e ' D u u t s c h boucken ' s e c t i o n . 
Four y e a r s l a t e r t h e 1546 i ndex was r e a r r a n g e d a l p h a b e t i c a l l y and 

19 
expanded . T h i s new index was p u b l i s h e d a t B r u s s e l s on 29 A p r i l 1550. 

^ ROPB i i s e r i e IV , p p . 2 1 0 - 2 1 1 , 2 2 4 - 2 2 9 . 

13 A v e r y b r i e f i ndex was i s s u e d a t L i e g e in 1545. See E. Fa i r o n 'Le 
p r e m i e r i ndex de l i v r e s p r o h i b e s a L i e g e , 1 5 4 5 ' , GP_ I I I ( 1 9 2 5 ) , 
p p . 1 - 1 5 . 

14 ROPB i i s e r i e V, p p . 2 5 5 - 2 6 4 . 

15 M a c h i e l s P290, P f e f f e r k o r n was a f o r m e r b u t c h e r and c o n v e r t e d Jew, 
As a Domin ican he worked z e a l o u s l y f o r t h e r e m o v a l o f t h e Jews f r o m 
b a n k i n g and t he d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e Ta Imud , N. Oude jans 'De j o o d in 
de m i d d e I n e d e r l a n d s e l i t e r a t u u r ' , L i t e r a t u u r t i f d s c h r i f t o v e r n e d e r -
l andse l e t t e r k u n d e I ( 1 9 8 4 - 8 5 ) , p . 2 5 0 . 

16 NK1678. 

17 NK3101. 

18 T h e r e a r e a b o u t a n o t h e r seven works on t h e 1546 i n d e x w h i c h c a n n o t , 
s t r i c t l y s p e a k i n g , be c o n s i d e r e d h e r e t i c a l . 

19 ROPB i i s e r i e V I , p p . 5 5 - 7 6 . 



i t r e v e r s e d t h e o r d e r o f t he 1546 i ndex w h i c h had begun by l i s t i n g 

f o r b i d d e n B i b l e s and New T e s t a m e n t s and then i t e m i z e d t h e h e r e t i c a l 

L a t i n t e x t s . B e s i d e s , whereas t h e 1546 i ndex had o n l y s e v e n t y - t w o 

s p e c i f i c t i t l e s , t h i r t y - n i n e a u t h o r s and t h r e e ' o m n i a o p e r a ' 

c o n d e m n a t i o n s , t h e a l p h a b e t i c a l i n d e x o f 1550 l i s t e d one hundred and 

e i g h t y - s i x s p e c i f i c t i t l e s and n i n e t y - s i x a u t h o r s t w e n t y - t w o o f w h i c h 
20 

had a l l t h e i r wo rks f o r b i d d e n . The l i s t i n g o f D u t c h books f o r 1550, 

howeve r , i s a l m o s t i d e n t i c a l t o t h a t o f 1546, t h e o n l y d i f f e r e n c e be ing 

a s l i g h t r e - a r r a n g e m e n t o f t h e o r d e r . On t h e 1546 i n d e x t h e Spe len van 
2 1 

z i n n e b i nnen Ghendt v e r t o o g h t 12-23 J u n i 1539 had been l i s t e d w i t h 

t h o s e wo rks o r i g i n a l l y p r o h i b i t e d i n September 1540 . In t h e 1550 e d i c t 

t h e s e n i n e t e e n r e d e r i j k e r p l a y s were added t o t h e ma in l i s t o f Du tch 

books . 
The 1550 i ndex s e r v e d as t h e b a s i s o f y e t a n o t h e r l i s t o f h e r e t i c a l 

22 

books i s s u e d in 1558 by C h a r l e s V ' s s u c c e s s o r P h i l i p 11. T h i s 1558 

e d i c t f o r b a d a l a r g e number o f wo rks n o t l i s t e d on t h e 1550 index 

i n c l u d i n g s e v e n t y - s e v e n L a t i n t i t l e s , two Dutch New T e s t a m e n t s , 

t w e n t y - n i n e Du tch pamph le t s and f i v e F rench t e x t s . The most c o m p r e h e n s i v e 

o f a l l t h e Du tch i n d i c e s l i b r o r u m p r o h 1 b l t o r u m , h o w e v e r , was t h a t i s s u e d 
23 

by t he Duke o f A l v a In 1570, T h i s i n d e x f o r b a d a t o t a l o f t h r e e 

hundred and t h i r t y - f o u r works no t l i s t e d on t h e 1558 i n d e x . Not o n l y 

d i d t h i s i n c l u d e v e r y r e c e n t l y p u b l i s h e d h e t e r o d o x w o r k s , bu t a l s o a 

number o f o l d e r e v a n g e l i c a l p a m p h l e t s w h i c h had been i n a d v e r t e n t l y 
24 

o m i t t e d f r o m e a r l i e r e d i c t s . 

T h i s volume o f r e p r e s s i v e l e g i s l a t i o n f o r c e d p r i n t e r s and p u b l i s h e r s 

o f e v a n g e l i c a l pamph le t s t o o p e r a t e in c o n d i t i o n s o f e x t r e m e s e c r e c y . 

Hence, i t i s o f t e n d i f f i c u l t t o i d e n t i f y f r o m w h i c h p r e s s e s such 

l i t e r a t u r e came, Q u i t e o f t e n p r i n t e r s i s sued t h e i r w o r k s a n o n y m o u s l y , 

20 L , A . Kenney, 'The c e n s o r s h i p e d i c t s o f Emperor C h a r l e s V in t h e Low 
C o u n t r i e s , 1 5 1 5 - 1 5 5 0 ' , ( U n i v . o f M a r y l a n d P h . D . , 1 9 6 0 ) , p p . 1 7 2 - 1 7 3 . 

21 NK1926, 1927-1928 , 3890. 

22 Verboden l e c t u u r , e d . C, Sepp ( L e i d e n , 1 8 8 9 ) , p p . 1 0 1 - 1 4 7 , 

23 I b i d . p p . 1 6 3 - 2 6 1 . 

24 Vanden o l d e n en n ieuwen God, g e l o o y e ende l e e r e , f o r e x a m p l e , was 
f i r s t p u b l i s h e d c l 5 2 4 (NK1013) bu t no t p r o h i b i t e d u n t i l 1570, 
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so t h e b i b l i o g r a p h e r has o f t e n t o r e l y on t y p o g r a p h i c a l e v i d e n c e t o 

e s t a b l i s h t h e i r p r o v e n a n c e . On o t h e r o c c a s i o n s p r i n t e r s d e l i b e r a t e l y 

m i s l e d t h e i r r e a d e r s by u s i n g f i c t i t i o u s a d d r e s s e s so as t o a v o i d 

p r o s e c u t i o n , K r o n e n b e r g has i d e n t i f i e d abou t f o r t y books p u b l i s h e d in 

t h e N e t h e r l a n d s between 1520 and 1540 w i t h such a d d r e s s e s . The 

m a j o r i t y o f t hese a r e E n g l i s h and L a t i n w o r k s , bu t t w e l v e were p u b l i s h e d 

in D u t c h , E s s e n t i a l l y , t h e r e a r e two t y p e s o f f i c t i t i o u s a d d r e s s . 

F i r s t , t h e r e a r e what one m i g h t t e r m f a n t a s t i c o r n o n s e n s ica 1 a d d r e s s e s , 

t h a t i s , t h o s e w h i c h a r e q u i t e p l a i n l y f a l s e . F i r s t used in L a t i n 

t r a c t s f r o m abou t 1521 o n w a r d s , t h e s e were t h e e a r l i e s t f i c t i t i o u s 

a d d r e s s e s used by N e t h e r l a n d s p r i n t e r s . Two D u t c h p a m p h l e t s bear such 

a d d r e s s e s . An a n t i - p a p a l t r e a t i s e e n t i t l e d D ie daden werken ende 
27 

l e e r i j n q h e ons heeren Ihesu C h r i s t i ende des Paus ( c l 5 2 5 ) c a r r i e s t h e 

c o l o p h o n ' B u y t e n Rome in S, P i e t e r s H o f ' , ^ ^ w h i l s t t h e add ress o f 
29 

F r a n c o i s L a m b e r t ' s Gu lden o p s c h r i f t i n de r M i n r e b r o e d e r s r e q h e l (1526) 

reads ' I n E u t o p i a b i j Resam M o n d o r f , The a i m o f t h e p r i n t e r in bo th 

cases i s t o cock a snook a t t he a u t h o r i t i e s w h i l s t a v o i d i n g d e t e c t i o n , 

and in t h e case o f D ie daden werken ende l e e r i j n g h e t h e add ress i s p a r t 

and p a r c e l o f t h e a n t i - p a p a l s a t i r e , 

A more s u b t l e t y p e o f s p u r i o u s a d d r e s s was one s u f f i c i e n t l y p l a u s i b l e 

t o pass as g e n u i n e . The p a s t mas te r o f such f o r g e r i e s was t h e A n t w e r p 

p r i n t e r r p u b l i s h e r Johannes H o o c h s t r a t e n ^ ^ : b e s i d e s p r i n t i n g a l a r g e 

number o f E n g l i s h t r a c t s under v a r i o u s pseudonyms, he was a l s o r e s p o n s i b l e 

f o r f o u r pseudonymous Du tch p a m p h l e t s . A man o f c o n s i d e r a b l e i n g e n u i t y . 

25 M.E, K r o n e n b e r g , ' F o r g e d add resses i n Low C o u n t r y books i n t h e p e r i o d 
o f t h e r e f o r m a t i o n ' , The l i b r a r y f i f t h s e r i e s I I ( 1 9 4 7 ) , p . 8 1 . 

26 See NK2227, 3998 , 4 1 5 4 . 

27 NK675. See p p . 2 7 2 - 2 7 5 . 

28 T h i s s a t i r i c a l c o l o p h o n i s no t u n i q u e . A n o t h e r a n t i - p a p a l t r a c t 
p r o b a b l y f i r s t p u b l i s h e d in t h e e a r l y 1560s b o r e t h e c o l o p h o n ' B u y t e n 
Roomen' . See K n u t t e l 549 , 

29 NK1310. See p . 2 9 2 . 

30 For t h e most p a r t ( 1 5 2 6 - 3 0 , 1535-43) H o o c h s t r a t e n o p e r a t e d i n An twerp 
but between 1531 and 1532 he was based a t L u b e c k , and between 1533 
and 1535 a t Malmo, A, R o u z e t , D i c t i o n n a i r e des i m p r i m e u r s , l i b r a i r e s 
e t e d i t e u r s des XVe e t XVIe s i e c l e s dans les l i m i t e s g e o g r a p h i q u e s de 
la BeIq ique a c t u e 1 l e (N ieuwkoop , 1975) , p . 9 3 . 



H o o c h s t r a t e n t w i c e used t h e c o l o p h o n ' G e d r u c t t e B a s e l b i mi Adam Anonymus' 
31 

i n D u t c h w o r k s , f i r s t f o r Johannes Bugenhagen 's S o u t e r (1526) and 
32 ^ 

s u b s e q u e n t l y f o r L u t h e r ' s Pos t i1 Ten ( 1 5 2 8 ) . I n a d d i t i o n , H o o c h s t r a t e n 

a l s o used t h e pseudonyms ' G h e d r u c t t e Marborch b i mi S t e f f e n R o d t ' f o r 

L u t h e r ' s Vermaninge aen de q h e e s t l i k e op de r i j c s d a c h t e Ausborch 
OO I 

v e r q a d e r t (1530) , and ' G h e d r u c t t e Marburg in Hessen b i Hans L u f t , 

f o r t h e A r t i c u l e n t e Marburg q e a c c o r d e e r t ( 1 5 2 9 ) ^ ^ . These more 

s o p h i s t i c a t e d f i c t i t i o u s a d d r e s s e s had two main a d v a n t a g e s ove r t h e 

e a r l i e r f a n t a s t i c a l t y p e . In the f i r s t p l a c e , t h e y n o t o n l y s h i f t e d 

t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e a u t h o r i t i e s away f r o m t h e p r i n t e r c o n c e r n e d , but 

t h e y a l s o d i r e c t e d i t a b r o a d . In t he cases a l r e a d y c i t e d , Stephen Rodt 

was a r e c t o r and s e c r e t a r y a t Zwickau who had made a c o n s i d e r a b l e 

c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e s p r e a d i n g o f L u t h e r ' s w o r k s , w h i l s t Hans L u f t was 

an e v a n g e l i c a l p r i n t e r a t W i t t e n b e r g who somet imes wo rked f r o m a b ranch 
35 

a t M a r b u r g , S e c o n d l y , such a d d r e s s e s a l s o i n c r e a s e d t h e a t t r a c t i v e n e s s 

o f t h e works t o e v a n g e l i c a l r e a d e r s . P r i n t e r s o f e v a n g e l i c a l pamph le t s 

c o u l d have used c o l o p h o n s w h i c h s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e i r w o r k s were o f an 

o r t h o d o x n a t u r e such as t h e name and add ress o f a C a t h o l i c p r i n t e r f r o m 

Leuven. T h i s , however , m i g h t have d e t e r r e d p r o s p e c t i v e e v a n g e l i c a l 

p u r c h a s e r s . By u s i n g a d d r e s s e s o f w e l l - k n o w n c e n t r e s o f P r o t e s t a n t i s m 

t h e y a t t e s t e d t h e e v a n g e l i c a l n a t u r e o f t h e i r w a r e s . The success o f 

t h i s p l o y may be j u d g e d f rom t h e f a c t t h a t no D u t c h p r i n t e r was e v e r 

p r o s e c u t e d f o r h a v i n g p u b l i s h e d h e r e t i c a l books u n d e r a f a l s e a d d r e s s . 

In a l l t h e r e were a b o u t f o r t y p r i n t e r s o f e v a n g e l i c a l l i t e r a t u r e 

in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s between 1520 and 1566, T h i s i s a p p r o x i m a t e l y one 

f i f t h o f t h e t o t a l number o f p r i n t e r s in b u s i n e s s i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s a t 

t h i s t i m e . Mos t , however , p r i n t e d o n l y one o r two t r a c t s o r one B i b l e 

o r New T e s t a m e n t ; o n l y a b o u t h a l f a dozen were r e a l l y p r o l i f i c . 

Bes ides Johannes H o o c h s t r a t e n t h e s e w e r e : 

31 NK508, M.E. K r o n e n b e r g , 'De g e h e i m z i n n i g e d r u k k e r s Adam Anonymus t e 
Baze l en Hans L u f t t e Marburg o n t m a s k e r d ' , JHB V I I I ( 1 9 1 9 ) , 
p p , 2 4 1 - 2 8 0 . See p p . 2 6 8 - 2 6 9 . 

32 NK3464. 

33 NK4I63. 

34 NK2314. See p . 2 5 8 . 

35 M.E, K r o n e n b e r g , Verboden boeken, p p , 7 8 - 7 9 . 
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i ) Simon C o r v e r . Simon C o r v e r , a p r i e s t f r o m Amste rdam, was among t he 

f i r s t t o be won o v e r t o t he t h e o l o g y o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n h i s home town , 

in an o r d i n a n c e o f 13 June 1536 C o r v e r was d e s c r i b e d as ' e e r s t de s e c t e 
^ A 

van l u y t e r b i n n e n amsterdam g e s e m i n e e r t t e h e b b e n ' , Corve r was one 

o f t h e f i r s t men t o p r i n t e v a n g e l i c a l pamph le t s i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s . 

Between 1519 and 1522 he p r i n t e d a t o t a l o f f o u r t e e n e v a n g e l i c a l t r a c t s 
•2 y 

in t h e town o f Z w o l l e , C o r v e r must have r e t u r n e d t o Amsterdam f rom 

Z w o l l e in l a t e 1522 o r e a r l y 1523 f o r , a c c o r d i n g t o a p r i e s t who 
3 8 

t e s t i f i e d in June 1523, he was , a t t h a t t i m e , in p r i s o n in Amsterdam. 

The p r i e s t a r g u e d t h a t C o r v e r s h o u l d rema in i n p r i s o n because he was 

s u s p e c t e d o f h e r e s y . A p p a r e n t l y C o r v e r ' s p r e s s e s w e r e bought up a t t h i s 

t i m e by h i s b r o t h e r W i l l e m C o r v e r who l e f t Amsterdam f o r Hamburg in 1522. 

Between 1522 and 1523 W i l l e m Co rve r p r i n t e d a f u r t h e r f i f t e e n pamph le ts 

e l e v e n of these by L u t h e r a l t h o u g h o n l y one was in D u t c h , t h e o t h e r t e n 

were a l l i n Low G e r m a n . T h e C o r v e r p r e s s comes t o an a b r u p t end in 

1523, a l t h o u g h h i s p r e s s e s and f o u n t s were bought up by t h e A n t w e r p 
40 

p r i n t e r Johannes H o o c h s t r a t e n , 

i i ) A d r i a e n van Berghen , From 1522 onwards A d r i a e n van Berghen was 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r p r i n t i n g t h e works o f a number o f e v a n g e l i c a l a u t h o r s 

i n c l u d i n g L u t h e r , M a r t i n Bucer and O t t o B r u n f e l s ^ ^ as w e l l as some 

anonymous t r a c t s w h i c h l a t e r appeared on t h e i n d e x such as Dye p r i n c i p a e l e 

h o o f t a r t i c u l e n van a l i e n d i n g h e n dye den mensche t r o o s t e l i c k z i j n (1533) 

and t h e P r o f i t e l i c ende t r o o s t e l i c boexken van den q h e l o o v e ende hoope 

( 1 5 3 4 ) ^ ^ . Van Berghen was one o f t h e b o l d e s t p r i n t e r s o f e v a n g e l i c a l 

pamph le t s and many o f h i s works o p e n l y bear h i s name. As a r e s u l t o f 

h i s i l l i c i t a c t i v i t i e s he ran i n t o t r o u b l e on more t h a n one o c c a s i o n . 

In 1536 he was c o n v i c t e d o f s e l l i n g L u t h e r a n books bu t escaped w i t h 

36 M.E. K r o n e n b e r g , 'S imon Corve r i n de g e v a n g e n i s ( 1 5 3 6 ) ' H_B XXX ( 1 9 4 9 - 5 1 ) , 
p . 3 1 5 . 'The f i r s t t o d i s s e m i n a t e L u t h e r ' s s e c t i n A m s t e r d a m ' . 

37 C .Ch.G. V i s s e r , L u t h e r ' s g e s c h r i f t e n in de N e d e r l a n d e n t o t 1546 
(Assen , 1969 ) , p . 1 5 0 . 

38 Bronnen voor de g e s c h i e d e n i s d e r k e r k e l i j k e r e c h t s p r a a k i n U t r e c h t , 
e d . J . G . C . J o o s t i n g and S. M u l l e r (The Hague, 1 9 0 6 - 2 4 ) I I I , p.404, 

39 C.Ch.G. V i s s e r , o p . c i t . p . 1 5 0 . 

40 M.E. K r o n e n b e r g , 'S imon Corver i n de g e v a n g e n i s ( 1 5 3 6 ) ' , p . 3 1 4 . 

41 L u t h e r : NK3458-3459, 3462 . Bucer: NK2587. B r u n f e l s : NK502. 

42 NK3185. See p p . 2 8 8 - 2 8 9 . 

43 NK440. See p p . 2 6 2 - 2 6 3 . 
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kk 
ban i shmen t and a p e n i t e n t i a l p i l g r i m a g e t o N i c o s i a , Cyp rus , On 

2 Oc tober 1542, howeve r , he was s e n t e n c e d t o d e a t h by t h e Cour t o f 
kS 

H o l l a n d in The Hague. 

i i i ) Jacob van L i e s v e l t , Best known f o r h i s p r i n t i n g o f Lu the ran B i b l e s 

and New T e s t a m e n t s . Jacob van L i e s v e l t , l i k e van Be rghen , was p r o s e c u t e d 

on more than one o c c a s i o n f o r h i s i n v o l v e m e n t in t h e e v a n g e l i c a l book 

t r a d e . In 1542 he was t r i e d f o r p r i n t i n g , c o n t r a r y t o t h e e d i c t s Caspar 

H u b e r i n u s ' T r o o s t i n g h e w t d e r q o d l i k e r s c r i f t . On t h i s o c c a s i o n he 

was a c q u i t t e d . The n e x t t i m e he was n o t so f o r t u n a t e . On 27 November 1545 

he was pu t t o d e a t h f o r h i s 1542 e d i t i o n o f t h e B i b l e . 

i v ) Ma t theus Crom, Between 1537 and 1543 a b o u t h a l f a dozen Dutch New 

T e s t a m e n t s and e i g h t e v a n g e l i c a l t r a c t s were p u b l i s h e d b e a r i n g t h e name 

o f t h e A n t w e r p p r i n t e r - p u b l i s h e r Ma t theus Crom, Crom p a r t i c u l a r l y 

s p e c i a l i z e d in s h o r t c a t e c h e t i c a l wo rks such as t h e K i n d e r l e e r e . Pat 
i f8 

c h r i s t e n q h e l o o v e (1542) , t h e C h r i s t e 1 i j c k e o n d e r w i j s i n g h e t o t den 

r i j c k e Gods ( c l 5 4 2 ) ^ ^ , Der C h r i s t e n r e q h e l (1543) and Ghe looue , hope 
51 

ende 1 i e f d e ( 1 5 4 3 ) . He was a n o t o r i o u s h e r e t i c : members o f an 

e v a n g e l i c a l c o n v e n t i c l e a t Leuven made t h e j o u r n e y t o A n t w e r p e s p e c i a l l y 
52 

t o buy books f r o m h im . M o r e o v e r , h i s K i n d e r l e e r e was b u r n t a t Ghent 
53 

i n t h e same y e a r t h a t i t was p u b l i s h e d , w h i l s t t h e F rench v e r s i o n o f 
54 

t h i s c a t e c h i s m was p r o h i b i t e d by an i m p e r i a l mandate on 13 January 1543. 

v ) S teven Mierdmans, Mierdmans was t h e s o n - i n - l a w and b u s i n e s s p a r t n e r 

o f Ma t theus Crom and in t h e e a r l y s t a g e s o f h i s c a r e e r he a c t e d as p r i n t e r 

f o r h i s f a t h e r - i n - l a w ' s p u b l i s h i n g f i r m . From 1544 onwards Mierdmans 

worked i n d e p e n d e n t l y . Q u i t t i n g A n t w e r p a b o u t 1546 Mierdmans s p e n t t h e 

n e x t seven y e a r s i n London where he p r i n t e d a l a r g e number o f E n g l i s h 

44 A n t w e r p s c h a c h i e v e n b l a d V I I ( 1 8 7 0 ) , p . 3 7 9 . 

45 M.E. K ronenbe rq , Verboden boeken , p p . 9 1 - 9 2 , 

46 A n t w e r p s c h a r c h i e v e n b l a d VI I ( I 8 7 O ) , p . 4 0 5 . 

47 C.Ch.G. V i s s e r , o p . c i t , p p . 1 1 4 - 1 1 5 , 

48 NK3317. Mbchie ls K275. See p p . 2 9 1 - 2 9 2 . 

49 NK1622. See p . 2 9 5 . 

50 M a c h i e l s R85, See p . 3 0 0 . 

51 Machie ls G147. BT1246. See p . 2 7 9 . 

52 Campan, p . 3 6 2 . 

53 F , Vanderhaegen , B i b l i o t h e c a B e l q i c a (Ghent - The Hague, 1 8 8 0 - 1 9 1 3 ) , 
K1. 

54 ROPB i i s e r i e IV , p . 4 2 3 . 
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and a h a n d f u l o f Du tch p a m p h l e t s . W i t h M a r y ' s a c c e s s i o n Mierdmans was 

f o r c e d t o move a g a i n . T h i s t i m e he s e t t l e d in Emden, where he p r i n t e d 

bo th under h i s own name and under t h e pseudonym Magnus vanden Merberghe 

van O e s t e r h o u t , He o f t e n worked w i t h Johan G a i l l i a r t i n c o m p e t i t i o n 
55 

w i t h t h e r i v a l f i r m o f G i l l es vander Erven and N i c l a e s van den Berghe . 

v i ) N i c l a e s van O l d e n b o r c h . No p o s t - i n c u n a b u l a p r i n t e r causes g r e a t e r 

p e r p l e x i t y t h a n t h e m y s t e r i o u s f i g u r e o f N i c l a e s v a n O l d e n b o r c h , In 

t h e o p i n i o n o f K ronenbe rg van O l d e n b o r c h was t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t o f a l l 

e v a n g e l i c a l p r i n t e r s . By h e r coun t he p u b l i s h e d no f e w e r t h a n t h i r t y 

P r o t e s t a n t books between 1522 and 1 5 4 0 . T h o u g h o n l y t e n pamph le ts 

between t h e s e d a t e s bear h i s name, t h e o t h e r s were a s c r i b e d t o h i s p ress 

on t y p o g r a p h i c a l e v i d e n c e . The e a r l i e s t pamph le t b e a r i n g the name o f 

van O l d e n b o r c h i s t h e T r o o s t ende s p i e q e l de r s i e c k e n o f W i l l e m Gnapheus 

d a t e d 1531 and t h e l a t e s t an anonymous c o m p i l a t i o n o f S c r i p t u r e t e x t s 

e n t i t l e d Der Waerhey t o n d e r w i j s d a t e d 1555. Not much r e l i a n c e , however, 

can be p l a c e d on t h e d a t e s g i v e n i n t h e pamph le t s p r i n t e d by van 

O l d e n b o r c h . A t l e a s t two o f h i s pamph le t s a r e e v i d e n t l y a n t e d a t e d , 

L u t h e r ' s U u t l e g g h i n g h e des l6en c a p i t t e l s van s . j a n s e v a n g e l i e , f o r 

e x a m p l e , bea rs a c o l o p h o n w h i c h reads ' g h e p r i n t van N i c l a e s van O l d e n b o r c h 

An. 1 5 3 4 ' , bu t t h i s commentary c o u l d not have been p r i n t e d b e f o r e 1539, 
57 

f o r i t was o n l y in t h a t y e a r t h a t L u t h e r ' s e x p o s i t i o n was p u b l i s h e d . 

L i k e w i s e , L u t h e r ' s Den 130en psa lm u u t q h e l e y t c a r r i e s t h e c o l o p h o n 

' g h e d r u c t b i N i c l a e s van O l d e n b o r c h I n t i a e r ons Hee ren MD XXXVI / bu t 

t h e o r i g i n a l f r o m w h i c h t h i s t r a n s l a t i o n came d i d n o t appear u n t i l 

September 1540 . ^ ^ 

A p a r t f r o m t h e s e c o l o p h o n s , t h e r e i s a l m o s t n o e v i d e n c e t h a t N i c l a e s 

van O l d e n b o r c h e v e r e x i s t e d . I ndeed , t he o n l y o t h e r c o n t e m p o r a r y 

r e f e r e n c e t o t h i s m y s t e r y - m a n o c c u r s in a l a w s u i t o f 1570 in w h i c h one 

55 H . F , W i j nman , 'The m y s t e r i o u s s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y p r i n t e r N i c l a e s van 
O l d e n b o r c h : A n t w e r p o r Emden ' , in S t u d i a b i b 1 i o g r a p h i c a i n honorem 
Herman de la F o n t a i n e Verwey e d . S, van der Woude (Amsterdam, 1 9 6 8 ) , 
p p . 4 6 3 - 7 2 . 

56 N K I I I : p a r t 3 , p p . 2 0 1 - 2 0 3 . 

57 NK1431. 

58 NKI434. H .F , Wi jnman 'The m y s t e r i o u s s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y p r i n t e r ' , 
p . 4 4 9 . 
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Herman Janssens was p r o s e c u t e d f o r p o s s e s s i o n o f two f o r b i d d e n books , 

H e i n r i c h B u l l i n g e r ' s Huysboeck ( 1 5 6 3 ) ^ ^ and Urbanus R e g i u s ' Med i c i jne 

de r s i e l e n ( 1 5 3 6 ) ^ ^ , A c c o r d i n g t o t h e t r a n s c r i p t i o n o f Genard t h e 

t r i a l r e c o r d r e a d s : 

' x i i i A p r i l is 1570. Den S c h o u t t e t h t e g e n s 
Herman J a n s s e n s , a c t o r , o v e r m i t s t o t s y n 
v e r w e e r d e r s huyse bevonden syn twee v e r b o d e n 
boecken , t e w e t e n e , den eenen , g e i n t i t u l e e r t : 
Huysboeck v y f f decades , by H e i n r i c k 
B u l l i n g e r u m , d i e n a a r vande gemeynte van 
S u r i c k , g e d r u c k t anno 63, ende noch een boeck 
g e i n t i t u l e e r t : Een med icyne de r s i e l e n , by 
C laes van O ldenbo rch anno 3 6 , denwe lcken C laes 
a l h i e r g e e x c u t e e r d i s , ende gemerck t d e n s e I v e n 
een d r u c k e r i s ende we 1 geweten d a t de v o e r s , 
Boecken waren s c h a n d a l e u s ende v e r b o d e n , 
namelyck i n t j a e r 1550, a 1 contrar ie de p l a c a t e n 
Ons Genad ichs Heere den Con inx ende o r d o n n e n t i e n 
dese r s t a d t , c o n c l u d i t c a p i t a l i t e r . 
P r o t e s t e r e n d e more s o l i t o , reus begerende dach 
van berade om t a n t w o o r d e n e , j u d i c a t u m d a t 
d a e n l e g g e r s za 1 ove rgeven syne f e y t e n ad 
t r i d u u m ende reus za1 comen an twoo rden de h o d i e 
ad t r e s s e p t i m a n a s ' . 61 

K ronenbe rg s e i z e d upon t h i s r e f e r e n c e t o t he e x e c u t i o n as c o n c l u s i v e 
62 

p r o o f t h a t van O l d e n b o r c h was a r e a l p e r s o n . H . F , W i j n m a n , however . 

59 H e i n r i c h Bui l i n g e r Werke , ed . F. Busser ( Z u r i c h , 1 9 7 2 ) , 198. 

60 NK1790. See p. 

61 A n t w e r p s c h a r c h i e v e n b l a d X I I ( I 8 7 6 ) , p . 4 5 2 . My i t a l i c s . '13 A p r i l , 1570. 
The S h e r i f f , p l a i n t i f f , . . . a g a i n s t Herman J a n s s e n s , f o r t h a t , in h i s , 
t h e d e f e n d a n t ' s house were f ound two f o r b i d d e n b o o k s , t o w i t one 
e n t i t l e d Huysboeck v y f f decades by H e i n r i c h Bui l i n g e r , a s e r v a n t o f 
t h e c h u r c h a t Z u r i c h , p r i n t e d in t h e y e a r 63, and one more e n t i t l e d 
Een med icyne de r s i e l e n by C laes van O l d e n b o r c h , o f t h e y e a r 3 6 , 
w h i c h C laes was here e x e c u t e d . And f o rasmuch as t h e d e f e n d a n t i s 
a p r i n t e r and w e l l aware t h a t t he s a i d books a r e s c a n d a l o u s and 
f o r b i d d e n and in p a r t i c u l a r c o n t r a v e n e an e d i c t o f o u r l o r d t h e k i n g 
o f t h e y e a r 1550 and o r d i n a n c e s o f t h i s c i t y , demands t h e p e n a l t y o f 
d e a t h . And p r o t e s t i n g h i s i nnocence as is c u s t o m a r y t h e d e f e n d a n t 
asks a day in w h i c h t o c o n s i d e r h i s answer . A d j u d g e d t h a t h i s 
g u a r a n t o r s s h a l l hand in t h e i r p l e d g e s w i t h i n t h r e e days and t h e 
d e f e n d a n t s h a l l come t o answer t h r e e weeks f r o m t o d a y ' . T r a n s l a t i o n 
based on H .F . W i j n m a n , 'The m y s t e r i o u s s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y p r i n t e r ' , 
p . 4 5 4 n 1. 

62 M.E, K r o n e n b e r g , ' E x e c u t i e t e An twe rpen van N i c l a e s van O l d e n b o r c h , 
d r u k k e r ' , X ( 1 9 2 1 ) , p p . 7 1 - 7 2 . 
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has a r g u e d t h a t J a n s s e n s ' t r i a l r e c o r d r e f e r s n o t t o van O l d e n b o r c h ' s 

e x e c u t i o n but t o h i s e x i l e , r e a d i n g q e e e x c u l e ( e ) r t f o r g e e x c u t e e r t . 

B e l i e v i n g van O ldenbo rch t o be a pseudonym f o r M a t t h e u s Crom and S teven 

M ie rdmans , Wijnman a s s e r t e d t h a t q e e x c u l e e r t r e f e r s t o Mierdmans q u i t t i n g 

A n t w e r p c 1 5 4 6 . ^ ^ 

N e i t h e r t h e a rgumen ts o f K ronenbe rg nor o f W i j n m a n , however , a r e 

e n t i r e l y c o n v i n c i n g , K ronenbe rg does no t t a k e s u f f i c i e n t accoun t o f 

t h e d u b i o u s n a t u r e o f van O l d e n b o r c h ' s c o l o p h o n s . I f h i s d a t i n g i s a 

d e l i b e r a t e a t t e m p t t o d e c e i v e , m i g h t no t t h e same be t r u e o f h i s name? 

M o r e o v e r , she o v e r l o o k s t h e f a c t t h a t some o f t h e t y p e f a c e s used by 

Crom a r e i d e n t i c a l t o t h o s e she a s c r i b e s t o van O l d e n b o r c h , I ndeed , 

one t r a c t a t t r i b u t e d by he r t o van O l d e r b o r c h i s now known t o have been 

p r i n t e d by Crom. W o r k i n g o n l y f r om a f r a g m e n t o f t h e l a s t e i g h t pages 

o f t h e K i n d e r l e e r e . Pat C h r i s t e n q h e l o o v e , K r o n e n b e r g a t t r i b u t e d t h i s 

t r a c t t o van O ldenbo rch and d a t e d i t c1540. c o m p l e t e copy o f the 

same e d i t i o n o f t h e K i n d e r l e e r e , however , has s i n c e been d i s c o v e r e d a t 

Ghent U n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r y , and on t h e t i t l e page i t b e a r s t h e name o f 

Ma t theus Crom and t h e d a t e 1542. F i n a l l y , K r o n e n b e r g ' s a rgument i s 

s e r i o u s l y f l a w e d by t h e l a t e s t pamph le t b e a r i n g van O l d e n b o r c h ' s name, 

t h e 1555 e d i t i o n o f t h e Waerhey t o n d e r w i j s . By t h i s t i m e o v e r t l y 

e v a n g e l i c a l p r i n t i n g had a l l bu t v a n i s h e d f r o m A n t w e r p , t h e p l a c e where 

K ronenbe rg a rgued t h a t van O l d e n b o r c h p r i n t e d h i s t r a c t s and was f i n a l l y 

e x e c u t e d . Emden i s a f a r more l i k e l y p l a c e f o r an e v a n g e l i c a l pamph le t 

o f t h i s d a t e t o be p r i n t e d and g i v e n t h a t two o t h e r e d i t i o n s o f t h e 

Waerhey t o n d e r w i i s were p r i n t e d a t Emden by W i l l e m G a i l l i a r t t h e f i r s t 

i n 1556 and t h e second in 1566, i t seems l i k e l y t h a t Mierdmans was 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t he 1555 e d i t i o n , o s t e n s i b l y p r i n t e d by van O l d e n b o r c h , 

M o r e o v e r , t h e t y p e o f t h e 1555 e d i t i o n o f t h e W a e r h e y t o n d e r w i i s w h i c h 

i s t h e same as t h a t o f Gnapheus ' s T r o o s t ende s p i e q e l de r s i e c k e n and 

R e g i u s ' s M e d i c i j n e de r s i e l e n , i s a l s o used in t h e Magnus vanden 

Merberghe van O e s t e r h o u t p a m p h l e t s w h i c h K r o n e n b e r g has l i n k e d w i t h 

63 H .F . W i j nman , 'The m y s t e r i o u s s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y p r i n t e r ' , p . 4 5 5 , 

64 NK3317. 

65 Mach ie ls K275. 
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Mlerdmans a t Emden,^^ 

Ye t t h e r e a r e a l s o d i f f i c u l t i e s in a c c e p t i n g W i j n t n a n ' s h y p o t h e s i s 

t h a t a l l van O l d e n b o r c h ' s works can be a t t r i b u t e d t o Crom o r Mierdmans, 

For e x a m p l e , h i s s u g g e s t i o n t h a t van O l d e n b o r c h was ban i shed 

( q e e x c u l e ( e ) r t ) r a t h e r t han e x e c u t e d ( g e e x c u t e e r t ) i s e x t r e m e l y d e b a t a b l e . 

The r e a d i n g e x c u l e ( e ) r t i n t h i s o t h e r w i s e s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d t r i a l r e c o r d 

appea rs s t r a n g e , f o r i n t he s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h e c o n v e n t i o n a l l e g a l 

t e r m f o r t h e s e n t e n c e o f ban ishment was gebannen. I ndeed , e x c u l e r e n 

i s n o t r e c o r d e d by t he e d i t o r s o f t h e M i d d e I n e d e r l a n d s c h woordenboek 

( 1 8 8 5 ) , t h e Woordenboek der n e d e r l a n d s c h t a a l ( 1 8 8 2 ) o r t h e 

Midde Inede r l andsch handwoordenboek supp lemen t ( 1 9 8 3 ) . I t i s o f c o u r s e 

t r u e t h a t g e e x c u t e e r t need n o t mean e x e c u t e d ; i t can a l s o have t he 

more g e n e r a l sense o f s e n t e n c e d , but such an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n seems less 

p l a u s i b l e in t h i s c o n t e x t . 

The o t h e r m a j o r d i f f i c u l t y in W i j n m a n ' s h y p o t h e s i s a r i s e s f r o m t h e 

T r o o s t ende s p i e g e l der s iecken of Gnapheus. In t h e foreward o f the 

1557 e d i t i o n o f t h e T r o o s t , p u b l i s h e d under t h e new t i t l e T o b i a s ende 

L a z a r u s , Gnapheus e x p l a i n s how he came t o w r i t e t h i s w o r k when c o n f i n e d 

t o a monas te ry i n 1525 as a r e s u l t o f b e i n g c o n v i c t e d o f h e r e s y : 

' . . . a Is i c h nu in d i t k l o o s t e r wesende o v e r l e y d e , 
wat eeen b e d r o e f t e t i j d t d a t daer voor handen 
was , o v e r m i t s de g r o o t e v e r v o l g h i n g h e i n 
Neder l a n d t , ende de g r u w e l i c k e b l o e t s t o r t i n g h e 
de r o p r o e r i s c h e bouren in O v e r l a n d t , waer d o o r 
vee1 b e d r o e f t weduwen ende weesen ghemaeck t waren 
i n v e l e l a n d e n , zo hebbe i c k d i t boecxken a l d e r 
e e r s t wt de r h e y l i g h e r S c h r i f t t e hoope g h e b r a c h t , 
om my z e l v e n oock t e t r o o s t e n , ende des d u v e l s 
r i j c k ( d i e my om een t r o o s t e l i c k b r i e f k e n , a l z o 
z e e r dede v e r v o l g h e n ) een a f b r e k i n g e t e d o e n , 
Dat d i t boecxken daer na t e r s t o n d t in d r u c k 
ghecomen i s , d a t i s buy ten m i j n we ten ende w i l l e 
g h e s c h i e t , want he t was a l z o n i e t ghemaeck t a 1st 
z i j n zoude om t e d r u c k e n . Nochtans h e e f t h e t v e e l 
v r u c h t e n ghedaen, ende v e e l goede l i e d e n t o t 
k e n n i s s e de r w a e r h e y t g h e b r a c h t , t ' w e 1eke i c k 
d a e r w t we 1 afnemen kan, d a t d i t boecxken 
menighmael i s v e r d r u c k t g h e w e e s t , ende e e n van de 

66 H,F, W i j nman , 'The m y s t e r i o u s s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y p r i n t e r ' , p . 4 5 9 . 
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68 

b o e c k d r u c k e r s daerom o n t h o o f d t 

From t h i s a c c o u n t Wi jnman i n f e r s t h a t t h e two e d i t i o n s o f t h e 

T r o o s t d a t e d 1531 and 1532 a r e a n t e d a t e d , and t h a t Gnapheus w r o n g l y 

b e l i e v e d t h a t A d r i a e n van Berghen was e x e c u t e d f o r p r i n t i n g t h e T r o o s t . 

But t h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n r e s t s on no f i r m e v i d e n c e , T h e da tes 1531 

and 1532 need o n l y be c o n s i d e r e d f a l s e i f one a c c e p t s W i j nman ' s t h e s i s 

in f u l l , f o r such da tes a r e f a r t o o e a r l y t o come f r o m t h e p ress o f e i t h e r 

Crom o r Mierdmans, M o r e o v e r , Wi jnman o f f e r s no p r o o f t o s u p p o r t h i s o ther -

c o n t e n t i o n t h a t Gnapheus m i s t a k e n l y b e l i e v e d t h a t van Berghen was beheaded 

f o r p r i n t i n g t h e T r o o s t . 

However, a c o m b i n a t i o n o f bo th K r o n e n b e r g ' s and W i j n m a n ' s t h e o r i e s 

may y e t l ead t o a p l a u s i b l e s o l u t i o n o f t h e van O l d e n b o r c h m y s t e r y . Le t 

us suppose t h a t van O l d e n b o r c h was a r e a l pe rson b u t was pu t t o d e a t h , 

n o t in t h e 1550s a f t e r t he p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e W a e r h e y t o n d e r w i j s , but 

in t h e 1530s as a r e s u l t o f h i s p r i n t i n g o f t h e T r o o s t . Let us a l s o 

suppose t h a t Crom bought up t h e t y p e o f van O l d e r b o r c h and , in o r d e r t o 

a v o i d p r o s e c u t i o n , he and h i s s o n - i n - l a w Mierdmans c o n t i n u e d t o p r i n t 

under van O l d e n b o r c h ' s name. T h i s w o u l d e x p l a i n b o t h Gnapheus 's s t o r y 

t h a t a p r i n t e r was pu t t o d e a t h f o r p r i n t i n g t h e T r o o s t and t h e i d e n t i c a l 

67 W, Gnapheus, T o b i a s ende L a z a r u s , A v i r - v , 'Now w h i l e I was in t h a t 
monas te ry I c o n s i d e r e d i n my mind what a d r e a d f u l t i m e t h a t was : 
the d i r e persecut ions in the Low C o u n t r i e s , the horritUe 
by , t h e r e b e l l i o u s p e a s a n t s in Upper Germany, whereby many poor 

p e o p l e in d i v e r s p l a c e s were made widows and o r p h a n s ; and t h e r e f o r e 
I pu t t o g e t h e r t h i s l i t t l e book ou t o f Ho ly S c r i p t u r e c h i e f l y t o 
c o m f o r t m y s e l f and d e s t r o y t h e k ingdom o f t h e d e v i l (who had caused 
me t o be so s o r e l y p e r s e c u t e d on accoun t o f an e p i s t l e o f c o n s o l a t i o n ) . 
Tha t t h i s l i t t l e book i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r w a r d s came t o be p r i n t e d 
happened w i t h o u t my knowledge o r i n t e n t , f o r i t was no t w r i t t e n f o r 
p u b l i c a t i o n . Ye t i t has borne much f r u i t and b r o u g h t many good 
p e o p l e t o a knowledge o f t h e t r u t h , as I can t e l l because t h i s 

book has b e e n p r i n t e d m a n y t i m e s and one o f t h e p r i n t e r s was 
beheaded because o f i t ' . T r a n s l a t i o n based on H . F . W i j nman , 'The 
m y s t e r i o u s s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y p r i n t e r ' , p . 460 n l , 

68 H .F . W i jnman , 'The m y s t e r i o u s s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y p r i n t e r ' , p p . 4 6 0 - 4 6 1 . 
The t r i a l documents o f van Berghen i n d i c a t e c l e a r l y t h a t he was 
e x e c u t e d f o r t h e p o s s e s s i o n and no t t h e p r i n t i n g o f f o r b i d d e n books , 

69 M.E. K r o n e n b e r g , 'De d r u k k e r - m a r t e l a a r A d r i a e n van Berghen (+ 1 5 4 2 ) ' 
HB XVI ( 1 9 2 7 ) , p p . 6 - 8 , Of c o u r s e , Gnapheus c o u l d be r e f e r r i n g t o 
Jacob van L l e s v e l t , but L i e s v e l t was a p p a r e n t l y e x e c u t e d f o r h i s 
1542 e d i t i o n o f t h e B i b l e , C.Ch.G, V i s s e r , o p . c i t , p p . 1 1 4 - 1 1 5 , 
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n a t u r e o f t he t y p e o f a number o f Crom and M i e r d m a n s ' works t o t hose o f 

van O l d e n b o r c h , M o r e o v e r , such a h y p o t h e s i s a c c o r d s w e l l w i t h t he 

c h r o n o l o g y o f t h e van O l d e n b o r c h p r e s s . A l l t h e p a m p h l e t s b e a r i n g h i s 

name, w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f t h e T r o o s t , were c e r t a i n l y p r i n t e d f r o m 

1536 onwards , i n w h i c h y e a r Crom a l s o p r o b a b l y began h i s c a r e e r as a 

p r i n t e r , 

Johannes H o o c h s t r a t e n , Simon C o r v e r , A d r i a e n van Berghen , Jacob 

van L i e s v e l t , Ma t theus Crom, S teven Mierdmans and N i c l a e s van O ldenbo rch 

a c c o u n t f o r more t h a n h a l f o f Du tch p a m p h l e t s and B i b l e s p r i n t e d between 

1520 and 1565. Of t h e s e seven p r i n t e r s one was i m p r i s o n e d on a t l e a s t 

two o c c a s i o n s (Simon C o r v e r ) , a n o t h e r (S teven M ie rdmans) was t w i c e 

f o r c e d i n t o e x i l e , w h i l s t two and p o s s i b l y t h r e e ( A d r i a e n van Berghen, 

Jacob van L i e s v e l t and perhaps N i c l a e s van O l d e n b o r c h ) were e x e c u t e d 

f o r t h e i r h e t e r o d o x a c t i v i t i e s . T h i s b e i n g t h e c a s e one must ask why 

p r i n t e r s were p r e p a r e d t o run t he r i s k o f p r i n t i n g e v a n g e l i c a l l i t e r a t u r e , 

In t h e case o f t h e t h i r t y o r so p r i n t e r s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e 

r e m a i n i n g h a l f o f e v a n g e l i c a l p a m p h l e t s , o p p o r t u n i s m and f i n a n c i a l g a i n 

may have been more i m p o r t a n t m o t i v e s . A f t e r a l l , p r i n t e r s were i n 

bus i ness t o make money and t h e e v a n g e l i c a l book t r a d e was c e r t a i n l y 

a g r o w t h m a r k e t . Some p r i n t e r s had no qualms a b o u t p r o d u c i n g b o t h 

o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c and e v a n g e l i c a l w o r k s . W i l l e m V o r s t e r m a n , f o r e x a m p l e , 

p r i n t e d a l a r g e number o f a n t i - L u t h e r a n t r a c t s i n c l u d i n g a Dutch 
70 

t r a n s l a t i o n o f L u t h e r ' s condemna t i on by t h e Sorbonne ( 1 5 2 1 ) , t h e 

government s p o n s o r e d A n a t h e m a t i z a t i o e t r e v o c a t i o o f Jacob P r a e p o s i t u s 
71 

( 1 5 2 2 ) , p r i o r o f t h e A u g u s t i n i a n m o n a s t e r y o f A n t w e r p , and an 

anonymous r e f u t a t i o n o f some A n t w e r p L u t h e r a n s , t h e Rede 1i j c k bewi i s 
72 

der d o l i n q h e n van ses p r o c h i a n e n de r l u t e r s c h e n s e c t e n ( 1 5 2 7 - 2 8 ) . 
On the o t h e r hand, he i s a l s o b e l i e v e d t o have p r i n t e d h a l f a dozen 

73 

Dan ish t r a n s l a t i o n s o f L u t h e r , The o p p o r t u n i s m and a m b i g u i t y o f t h e 

V o r s t e r m a n p r e s s i s pe rhaps bes t i l l u s t r a t e d , h o w e v e r , by t h e V o r s t e r m a n 

70 NK706. See p p . 3 1 6 - 3 1 7 . 

71 NK1751. 

72 NK321. See p . 3 1 5 . 

73 NK1436-1441. M.E. K r o n e n b e r g , 'De d r u k k e r van de deensche boeken t e 
Antwerpen ( 1 5 2 9 - 1 5 3 1 ) ' , HB V I I I ( 1 9 1 9 ) , p p . 1 - 8 . 
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Ik 

B i b l e , f i r s t p r i n t e d in 1528, O s t e n s i b l y an o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c 

t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e V u l g a t e , i t has r e c e n t l y been e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t f o r 
75 

c e r t a i n passages t h e V o r s t e r m a n B i b l e i s dependen t upon L u t h e r , 

Perhaps c o n t e m p o r a r y C a t h o l i c t h e o l o g i a n s s u s p e c t e d as much, f o r t h e 

V o r s t e r m a n B i b l e was p r o s c r i b e d by t h e i ndex o f 1 5 4 6 . ^ ^ 

Wha teve r t h e m o t i v e s o f p r i n t e r s such as V o r s t e r m a n , however , i t 

i s d i f f i c u l t t o b e l i e v e t h a t men l i k e van Berghen a n d L i e s v e l t p r i n t e d 

e v a n g e l i c a l pamph le t s f o r f i n a n c i a l rewards a l o n e . The ma jor R e f o r m a t i o n 

p r i n t e r s appear t o have been h i g h l y c o m m i t t e d t o t h e cause o f t h e G o s p e l , 

T h i s d i d n o t mean t h a t f r o m t ime t o t i m e t h e y m i g h t n o t p r i n t o r t h o d o x 

C a t h o l i c w o r k s , L i e s v e l t even p u b l i s h e d an a n t i - h e r e s y d e c r e e , p r o b a b l y 

h o p i n g t h a t such a p u b l i c a t i o n w o u l d ward o f f t h e s u s p i c i o n o f t h e 

a u t h o r i t i e s . Ye t t h e vo lume o f e v a n g e l i c a l l i t e r a t u r e t h a t such men 

p r i n t e d , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e i r p e r s i s t e n c e in such a c t i v i t i e s a f t e r 

p r o s e c u t i o n s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e y had more t h a n f i n a n c i a l i n t e r e s t s a t s t a k e . 

W i t h o u t d o u b t , t he most i m p o r t a n t p r i n t i n g c e n t r e in t he Low 

C o u n t r i e s in t h e e a r l y s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y was A n t w e r p . An twe rp was no t 

t h e f i r s t N e t h e r l a n d s town t o have a p r i n t i n g p r e s s . Presses were 
- j - j 

e s t a b l i s h e d a t A a l s t and U t r e c h t as e a r l y as 1473, whereas t h e new a r t 

o f p r i n t i n g d i d n o t a r r i v e i n A n t w e r p u n t i l l 4 8 l . Y e t by t h e b e g i n n i n g 

o f t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y A n t w e r p d o m i n a t e d t h e N e t h e r l a n d s ' p r i n t i n g 

t r a d e . Between 1500 and 1540 t h e r e were one hund red and t w e n t y p r i n t e r s 

i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , f i f t y - s i x o f whom were based i n A n t w e r p and , o u t o f 

a t o t a l o f f o u r t h o u s a n d s i x hundred e d i t i o n s p r i n t e d i n t h i s p e r i o d , 
7R 

n e a r l y two t h o u s a n d f i v e hundred came f r o m A n t w e r p p r e s s e s . Between 

1520 and t h e m id 1540s A n t w e r p a l s o d o m i n a t e d t h e e v a n g e l i c a l book t r a d e . 

Some p r i n t i n g o f e v a n g e l i c a l wo rks t o o k p l a c e a t Z w o l l e (Simon C o r v e r ) , 

Amsterdam (Doen P i e t e r s z ) , D e l f t ( C o r n e l l s H e n r i c z , L e t t e r s n i j d e r ) , 

74 NK392. 

75 C. A u g u s t i j n , 'De V o r s t e r m a n b i j b e l van 1 5 2 8 ' , NAK LVI ( 1 9 7 5 ) , 
p p . 7 8 - 9 4 . 

76 ROPB i i s e r i e V, p . 2 5 8 . 

77 P . R . J , Obbema and A. D e r o l e x . , 'De p r o d u k t i e en v e r s p r e i d i n g van het 
boek 1 3 0 0 - 1 5 0 0 ' . Alqemene gesch ieden is der Neder landen (Haar lem, I 9 8 O ) , 
IV , p . 3 5 1 . 

78 M.E. K r o n e n b e r g , Verboden boeken, p . 6 5 . 
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L e i d e n (Jan S e v e r s z and P e t e r J a n s z ) , Ghent ( J o o s Lambrech t L e t t e r s n i j d e r ) 

and e l s e w h e r e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , o f t h e two dozen o r so p r i n t e r s o f 

e v a n g e l i c a l l i t e r a t u r e a t t h i s t i m e , more t h a n h a l f we re based i n 

A n t w e r p . 

Y e t by the mW 1540s A n t w e r p had ceased t o be t h e c e n t r e o f t h e 

e v a n g e l i c a l book t r a d e i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s . The m a j o r cause o f A n t w e r p ' s 

demise was gove rnmen t r e p r e s s i o n . W i t h t h e e x e c u t i o n s o f van Berghen 

( 1542 ) and L i e s v e l t (1545) a n d t h e p r o b a b l y e n f o r c e d d e p a r t u r e o f 

Mierdmans ( c l 5 4 6 ) , t h e g o v e r n m e n t had t h r e e n o t a b l e s u c c e s s e s a g a i n s t 

t h e h e t e r o d o x p r i n t e r s o f t h e g r e a t m e t r o p o l i s , J a c o b van L i e s v e l t ' s 

w idow t o g e t h e r w i t h h i s son Hans c o n t i n u e d t o p r i n t L u t h e r a n B i b l e s , 

w h i l s t men l i k e Ameet T a v e r n i e r a n d , o f c o u r s e , C h r i s t o p h e r P l a n t i n 

p u b l i s h e d a l i m i t e d number o f h e t e r o d o x t r a c t s , b u t A n t w e r p was n e v e r 

a g a i n t o d o m i n a t e t h e e v a n g e l i c a l book t r a d e in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s as i t 

had i n t h e p r e c e d i n g q u a r t e r o f a c e n t u r y . 

The demise o f e v a n g e l i c a l p r i n t i n g i n A n t w e r p had r e p e r c u s s i o n s 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e Low C o u n t r i e s , T r u e , P e t e r W a r n e r s z p r i n t e d a c l u t c h o f 

p a m p h l e t s a t Kampen i n t h e 1550s and ' 6 0 s , ^ ^ w h i l s t f r o m 1563 onwards 

a number o f t r a c t s were p u b l i s h e d a t V i a n e n , t h e s o v e r e i g n l o r d s h i p o f 

t h e house o f B r e d e r o d e . ^ ^ E l s e w h e r e i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , h o w e v e r , 

e v a n g e l i c a l p r i n t i n g was a l l b u t e x t i n c t by 1550 . I n t h e t w o decades 

i m m e d i a t e l y p r e c e d i n g t h e R e v o l t t h e b u l k o f o f P r o t e s t a n t l i t e r a t u r e 

was p r i n t e d a b r o a d . Re fo rmed t r a c t s were p r i n t e d i n London f r o m t h e 

mid 1540S u n t i l 1553 and i n l a r g e numbers f r o m 1554 o n w a r d s a t Emden. 

Hans de B r a e c k e r a l s o p r i n t e d a number o f L u t h e r a n w o r k s f r om t h e 1550s 

onwards a t W e s e l . P r i n t i n g a b r o a d had o b v i o u s a d v a n t a g e s o v e r c l a n d e s t i n e 

p r i n t i n g i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s i n s o f a r as i t a l l o w e d t h e h e t e r d o x p r i n t e r 

much g r e a t e r f r e e d o m and o p p o r t u n i t y . However , t h i s was an added bonus 

r a t h e r t h a n t h e m a j o r cause o f t h e s h i f t i n t h e p r i n t i n g o f D u t c h 

p a m p h l e t s away f r o m t h e N e t h e r l a n d s w h i c h was t h e i n c r e a s i n g s u c c e s s o f 

79 See G . H . A , K r a n s , ' P e t e r W a r n e r s e n , d r u k k e r en u i t g e v e r t e Kampen 

HB XXIV ( 1 9 3 6 - 3 7 ) , p p . 1 4 7 - 1 8 6 . 

80 See H, de l a F o n t a i n e V e r w e y , ' H e n d r i k van B r e d e r o d e en de 
d r u k k e r i j e n van V i a n e n ' , HB XXX ( 1 9 4 9 - 5 1 ) , p p . 3 - 4 1 . 
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8 1 
t h e government i n c o m b a t t i n g t he h e r e t i c a l book t r a d e . 

T u r n i n g f r o m t h e p r i n t e r s t o t h e i r f o r b i d d e n w a r e s , one f i n d s t h a t 

t h e v a s t m a j o r i t y o f e v a n g e l i c a l t r a c t s c o n f o r m t o a c l e a r p a t t e r n . 

Most Du tch p a m p h l e t s were p r i n t e d in g o t h i c s c r i p t , i n o c t a v o s i z e , on 

low q u a l i t y p a p e r . E s s e n t i a l l y , t h e r e were two s o r t s o f t y p e in t h e 
82 

s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y , g o t h i c and roman. In t h e m a i n , t h e roman s c r i p t , 

made f a s h i o n a b l e by P e t r a t h and h i s d i s c i p l e s , was used f o r L a t i n t e x t s , 

and p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r works o f a human i s t i n c l i n a t i o n , w h i l s t g o t h i c 

rema ined t h e t r a d i t i o n a l s c r i p t f o r v e r n a c u l a r and t h e o l o g i c a l w r i t i n g s . 

In t h e N e t h e r l a n d s (as in Germany, S c a n d i n a v i a and t h e S l a v o n i c c o u n t r i e s ) 

g o t h i c s c r i p t p r e d o m i n a t e d . I t w o u l d appear t h a t N e t h e r l a n d e r s found 

Du tch w r i t t e n i n t h e Roman l e t t e r d i f f i c u l t t o r e a d . In t h e f o r e w a r d 
p9 

t o t h e R e f e r e y n e n i n t v r o e d e , i n t so t fce , i n t amoureuze (1539) , 
p r i n t e d in Roman l e t t e r s , i t s Ghent p u b l i s h e r Joos Lambrech t w r o t e 

M c k schaems my d e r p l o m p h e y t , da t men i n onzen 
l anden zo menyghen mensche v i n d t , d i e ons 
n e d e r l a n t s c h , d u u t s c h o f v laemsche s p r a k e , i n 
Romeynscher l e t t e r e n g h e p r e n t t , n i e t g h e l e e z e n 
en can , zegghende d a t hy de l e t t e r e n n i e t en 
k e n d t , maer he t d y n c k t hem l a t i j n o f g r i e c x 
t e wezen, ' 84 

In p a r t i c u l a r , g o t h i c seems t o have been more a c c e s s i b l e t o t h e 

l i t e r a t e y e t non L a t i n r e a d i n g p u b l i c in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , A l t h o u g h t he 

A n t w e r p p u b l i s h e r P i e t e r Coecke p u b l i s h e d S e b a s t i a n o S e r l i o ' s book o f 

81 The g r a d u a l d e c l i n e o f Emden as a p r i n t i n g c e n t r e a f t e r 1572 and 
t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g g r o w t h o f Reformed p r i n t i n g in t h e towns o f H o l l a n d 
and Z e e l a n d w o u l d sugges t t h a t i f a t a l l p o s s i b l e , Du tch p r i n t e r s 
p r e f e r r e d t o w o r k w i t h i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , 

82 The re a r e t h r e e v a r i e t i e s o f g o t h i c s c r i p t - b l a c k l e t t e r , m i s s a l 
l e t t e r and b a s t a r d , L, Febv re and H . - J . M a r t i n , The coming o f t h e 
book (London , 1 9 7 6 ) , p . 7 8 . 

83 NK1785. 

84 H. de l a F o n t a i n e Verwey , U i t de w e r e l d van h e t boek , I . H u m a n i s t e n , 
dwepers en r e b e l l e n in de z e s t i e n d e eeuw (Amsterdam, 1 9 7 5 ) , p . 1 3 5 . 
'I am ashamed o f t h e b o o r i s h n e s s of so many people t h a t one f i n d s in o u r 
countrywkocanAplrreAc(oo.r Dutch, Low German or F l e m i s h 
roman t y p e , and who say t h a t t h e y do no t know t h e l e t t e r s , bu t t h i n k 
t hey a r e L a t i n o r G r e e k ' , 
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a r c h i t e c t u r e in roman s c r i p t f o r t h e F rench and German v e r s i o n s , he 

r e v e r t e d t o g o t h i c f o r t h e Dutch t e x t 

' o p d a t he t boeck den ghemeenen man l e s e l i j c k e r 
s i j n s o n d e . , . ' 85 

O c c a s i o n a l l y , p r i n t e r s o f e v a n g e l i c a l wo rks used t y p e f a c e s o t h e r 

t h a n g o t h i c . A P r o t e s t a n t B i b l e p u b l i s h e d by L e n a e r t de r K i n d e r e n a t 

Emden in 1563 was p r i n t e d e n t i r e l y in c u r s i v e ^ ^ , b u t t h i s p r o j e c t had 
O-y 

l i t t l e success , The o n l y o t h e r n o t a b l e d e p a r t u r e f r o m g o t h i c i n 

Du tch e v a n g e l i c a l l i t e r a t u r e was t h e use o f c i v ! l i t e by a few p r i n t e r s 

i n t h e 1560s. C i v i l i t e p r i n t , known in Dutch as ' g e s c h r e v e n l e t t e r ' 

and in E n g l i s h as ' s c r i p t t y p e ' was an a d a p t a t i o n o f g o t h i c c u r s i v e 

h a n d w r i t i n g f i r s t used by t h e F rench p r i n t e r R o b e r t G r a n j o n a t Lyons 
88 

f o r I n n o c e n z i o R i n g h i e r i ' s D i a l o g u e de l a v i e e t de la mor t ( 1 5 5 7 ) . 

As a r e s u l t o f i t s use i n a number o f e v a n g e l i c a l c a t e c h i s m s and 

s c h o o l b o o k s p u b l i s h e d i n F r e n c h , c i v i l i t e p r i n t became p a r t i c u l a r l y 
oq 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h works o f a h e t e r o d o x i n c l i n a t i o n . Ye t such c a t e c h i s m s 

were no t avowed ly Reformed o r C a l v i n i s t , bu t r a t h e r o f an e v a n g e l i c a l l y -

minded and c h r i s t i a n h u m a n i s t t e n o r . I t may be, t h e r e f o r e , t h a t c i v i l i t e 

was p a r t i c u l a r l y a d o p t e d by c h r i s t i a n h u m a n i s t s when t h e y w r o t e i n t h e 

v e r n a c u l a r s i n c e t hey w o u l d f i n d t h e g o t h i c s c r i p t d i s t a s t e f u l o r 

b a r b a r i c . The o n l y Du tch e v a n g e l i c a l wo rks t o be p r i n t e d in c i v i l i t e 

were t h e G h e e s t e 1 i j c k e n ABC ghe togen wt den psa lmen van D a v i d o f t h e 

A n t w e r p r h e t o r i c i a n C o r n e l l s C r u l ( W i I l e m S i l v i u s , A n t w e r p , 1 5 6 4 ) , ^ ^ 

t o g e t h e r w i t h two anonymous t r a c t s bo th p r i n t e d by Ameet T a v e r n i e r o f 

A n t w e r p , t h e Fon teyne des l evens (1564 and 156?)^^ and Een c o r t e 

85 I b i d , p p . 6 4 and 135. 'So t h a t t he common man c o u l d r ead t h e book 
more e a s i l y ' . 

86 C u r s i v e i s l i n k e d t o roman s c r i p t and i s t h e o r i g i n o f i t a l i c , 
L. Febv re and H . - J . M a r t i n , o p . c i t . p . 7 9 . 

87 H, de la F o n t a i n e Verwey , U i t de were I t van h e t b o e k , p . 2 0 . 

88 H. Carter and H . D . L , V e r v l i e t , C i v i l i t e t y p e s ( O x f o r d , I 9 6 6 ) , p . 1 1 

89 H, de la F o n t a i n e Verwey , U i t de were I t van h e t b o e k , p p . 1 3 9 - 1 4 1 , 

90 H, C a r t e r and H . D . L . V e r v l i e t , o p . c i t , p . 9 5 , n o . 8 1 . 

91 I b i d . p p . 9 5 - 9 6 , n o s . 8 2 and 107. 
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92 

o n d e r w i i s i n q h e w t e r hey Tiger s c h r i f t u e r e n (1562 a n d 1567) . Such 

e x c e p t i o n s t o t h e use o f g o t h i c , howeve r , were f e w and f a r be tween, and 

t h e g o t h i c s c r i p t o f t h e o v e r w h e l m i n g m a j o r i t y o f Du t ch pamph le ts i s an 

i n d i c a t i o n t h a t t h e y were d e s t i n e d f o r t he u n l e a r n e d . 

J u s t as most pamph le t s a p p e a r e d in g o t h i c s c r i p t , so a l s o t h e v a s t 

m a j o r i t y we re p r i n t e d in o c t a v o s i z e . Of c o u r s e , as w i t h t y p e f a c e s , 

t h e r e a r e one o r two e x c e p t i o n s . The a n t i - p a p a l s a t i r e D ie daden werken 

ende l e e r i j n q h e ons heeren Ihesu C h r i s t i ende des Paus appeared in 

q u a r t o , as d i d t h e Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n o f Bugenhagen 's commentary on t h e 
93 

p s a l m s , D i e s o u t e r - V e r c l a r i n g h e des ghehee len p s a l t e r s . 

Those pamph le t s p r i n t e d in l a r g e r s i z e s were u s u a l l y l o n g e r 

w o r k s . Bugenhagen ' s S o u t e r , f o r e x a m p l e , c o n s i s t s o f some t h r e e hundred 

and s i x t e e n f o l i o s , w h i l s t L u t h e r ' s P o s t i l i e n op d i e e p i s t e l e n ende 

e v a n q e 1 i e n (1528) w h i c h was p u b l i s h e d in f o l i o i s an i m p r e s s i v e s i x 

hund red f o l i o s l o n g . G iven t h e r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l number o f words i t is 

p o s s i b l e t o f i t on an o c t a v o page, i t was more p r a c t i c a l t o p r i n t ve ry 

l ong w o r k s in a l a r g e r s i z e as t h i s r e s u l t e d in f e w e r pages , e a s i e r 

b i n d i n g and a h a n d i e r f o r m a t . For t he most p a r t , however, e v a n g e l i c a l 

p a m p h l e t s were p r i n t e d in o c t a v o . T h i s p a r t l y r e f l e c t e d a g e n e r a l 

t r e n d i n s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y p r i n t i n g ; a l m o s t h a l f t h e books p u b l i s h e d 
94 

by C h r i s t o p h e r P l a n t i n , f o r e x a m p l e , were p r i n t e d i n o c t a v o . But 

t h e r e were a l s o p r a c t i c a l reasons f o r t h e p r i n t i n g o f h e t e r o d o x pamph le ts 

in such a handy s i z e f o r i t meant t h a t , s h o u l d t h e need a r i s e , t h e y c o u l d 

be e a s i l y concea led . One Bruges e v a n g e l i c a l , a c a r p e n t e r by t he name o f 

D i e r i k van Eeno w o u l d h i d e h i s copy o f t he F o n t e y n e des levens up h i s 
95 

s l e e v e . L i k e w i s e Jan Scha ts o f Leuven when p a s s i n g on Urbanus 

R e g i u s ' s D i a l o q u s van de p r e k i n g h e d i e C h r i s t u s den twee d i s c i p e l e n dede 

t o t Emaus (1538 ) t o a f e l l o w e v a n g e l i c a l named Jan van Ousberghen 
96 

c a r r i e d i t up h i s s l e e v e . 

92 i b i d , p p . 9 5 - 9 6 , n o s . 5 8 and 91 . 

93 NK508. See p p . 2 6 8 - 2 6 9 . 

g4 L. V o e t , The g o l d e n compasses (Amsterdam, I 9 6 9 ) , I I , p . l 6 7 . 

95 J. D e c a v e l e , De dage raad van de r e f o r m a t i e in V1 aari jer&r\ ( 1 5 2 0 - 1 5 6 5 ) 
( B r u s s e l s , 1975 ) , I , p . 2 5 9 . 

9 6 N K I 7 8 9 . See p.301. Campan, p . 3 6 2 . 
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U s u a l l y , e v a n g e l i c a l p a m p h l e t s were p r i n t e d on low q u a l i t y p a p e r . 

T h i s r e f l e c t e d a d e s i r e t o c u t c o s t s on t h e p a r t o f bo th t he p r i n t e r 

and p u b l i s h e r as paper was one o f t h e most e x p e n s i v e i tems i n v o l v e d in 

t h e p r o c e s s o f book p r o d u c t i o n . Voet has c a l c u l a t e d t h a t in t h e P l a n t i n 

f i r m paper a c c o u n t e d f o r a r o u n d s i x t y t o s e v e n t y p e r c e n t o f t he c o s t 

o f p u b l i s h i n g a book , and t h i s c o u l d r i s e as h i g h as s e v e n t y - f i v e per 

c e n t f o r some l a r g e p r i n t r u n s , ^ ^ P l a n t i n s p e c i a l i z e d in t h e 

p u b l i c a t i o n o f s e r v i c e books and b r e v i a r i e s . In t h i s case a f a i r l y good 

q u a l i t y paper w o u l d be needed w h i l s t t he p r i c e w o u l d m a t t e r l e s s . Hence 

P l a n t i n ' s paper c o s t s were p r o b a b l y s l i g h t l y h i g h e r t han a v e r a g e . 

R e f o r m a t i o n p a m p h l e t s , on t h e o t h e r hand, a imed a t t h e w i d e s t p o s s i b l e 

r e a d e r s h i p , and c o s t s t h e r e f o r e had t o be k e p t as low as p o s s i b l e in 

98 
o r d e r t o keep down t h e p r i c e o f t h e book. 

The c l a n d e s t i n e n a t u r e o f t h e e v a n g e l i c a l book t r a d e in t h e 

N e t h e r l a n d s means t h a t r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e i n f o r m a t i o n can be g l e a n e d 

a b o u t t h e s i z e o f p r i n t r u n s . I s o l a t e d examples can be q u o t e d . A t t h e 

t o p end o f t h e r a n g e , some two t housand f i v e h u n d r e d c o p i e s o f Jan 

U t e n h o v e ' s Du tch t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e New T e s t a m e n t we re p r i n t e d by G i l l e s 

van de r E rven i n 1 5 5 6 , ^ ^ O the r s i z e a b l e e d i t i o n s i n c l u d e a Du tch 

t r a n s l a t i o n o f a C a l v i n i s t r e m o n s t r a n c e t o P h i l i p I I ( 2 , 0 0 0 c o p i e s ) 

and some Beggar songs p r i n t e d a t Kampen in 1567 ( 1 , 0 0 0 c o p i e s ) , A t 

t h e l owe r end o f t h e r a n g e , some f i v e hund red c o p i e s o f an a n t i - L u t h e r 

t r a c t commiss ioned by t h e c a t h e d r a l c h a p t e r o f U t r e c h t were p r i n t e d in 
102 

1522-23 , w h i l s t f i v e hundred c o p i e s o f a t r a c t commemorat ing t h e 

d e a t h o f L u t h e r , Vander d o o t ende o v e r l i j d e n e van M a e r t i n L u t h e r were 

97 L. V o e t , o p . c i t . p , 1 9 . 

98 In t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y p r i n t e d books were u s u a l l y s o l d unbound. 
A g a i n , t h i s h e l p e d t o keep c o s t s and t h e r e f o r e p r i c e s down, 

99 J . H . Hesse 1s, E c c l e s i a e L o n d i n o - B a t a y i a e a r c h i y u m e p i s t o l a e e t 
t r a c t u s (Cambr i dge , 1 8 8 9 - 9 7 ) j I I , p . 6 3 . 

100 G, Moreau, H i s t o i r e du p r o t e s t a n t i s m s a T o u r n a i j u s q u ' a la v e i l l e 
de la r e v o l u t i o n des Pays-Bas ( P a r i s , 1 9 6 2 ) , p , 1 6 5 n . 4 , 

101 S, E l t e , 'De r e c h t z a a k t e g e n P e t e r W a r n e r s , b o e k d r u k k e r t e Kampen 
( 1 5 6 6 - 1 5 6 7 ) ' , Kamper a lmanak ( 1 9 5 1 - 5 2 ) , p . 1 6 2 . 

102 Bronnen t o t de b o u w g e s c h i e d e n i s van he t dom t e U t r e c h t , R i j k s 
qes ch i edkund i ge pu b1 i ca t i en , e d . W.J . A 1 b e r t s ( t h e Hague, 1 9 7 6 ) , 
CLV, p . 5 8 2 . 
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103 

p r i n t e d by Erasmus Querceus a t Bruges i n 1547. The s m a l l e s t known 

p r i n t run f o r an e v a n g e l i c a l p a m p h l e t was one o f one hund red c o p i e s f o r 

t h e H a l f b l a t p a m p i e r s met e p i s t e l e up de name van sm'te Pauwels 

qhezonden an d i e van L a r d i c e e n , a l s o p r i n t e d by Que rceus a t Bruges i n 

1 5 4 7 . ^ ° ^ 

W h i l s t i t w o u l d n o t be v a l i d t o t a k e an a v e r a g e f r o m such a s m a l l 

s a m p l e , such f i g u r e s a r e u s e f u l in s e t t i n g t h e u p p e r and l owe r l i m i t s 

f o r p r i n t r u n s o f P r o t e s t a n t p a m p h l e t s . Few e d i t i o n s w o u l d have 

exceeded two t h o u s a n d f i v e h u n d r e d c o p i e s . A d m i t t e d l y , f o u r t h o u s a n d 

c o p i e s o f L u t h e r ' s famous An den c h r i s t l i c h e n a d e l d e u t s c h e r n a t i o n were 
105 

p r i n t e d f o r t h e f i r s t e d i t i o n o f 1520, and L u t h e r ' s German B i b l e was 

f i r s t p r i n t e d i n a run o f t h r e e t h o u s a n d c o p i e s , b u t t h e s e a r e 

e x c e p t i o n a l c a s e s . C o n v e r s e l y , few e d i t i o n s w o u l d be p r i n t e d i n a run 

o f l e s s t h a n f i v e h u n d r e d , as t h i s w o u l d t e n d t o make a p a m p h l e t 

u n e c o n o m i c , Jan M o r e t u s , s o n - i n - l a w o f C h r i s t o p h e r P l a n t in was a t p a i n s 

t o p o i n t o u t t h a t an e d i t i o n o f t w e l v e c o p i e s o f De K e r l e ' s m u s i c made 

no sense f i n a n c i a l l y . ^ ^ ^ In a l l p r o b a b i l i t y t h e p r i n t r u n s o f one 

t h o u s a n d f i v e h u n d r e d and a t h o u s a n d a r e n e a r e r t h e no rm, b e a r i n g i n 

m i n d t h a t L u c i e n F e b v r e and H e n r i - J e a n M a r t i n have c a l c u l a t e d an a v e r a g e 

e d i t i o n o f between a t h o u s a n d and one t h o u s a n d f i v e h u n d r e d f o r t h e 

e a r l y s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

What o f t h e p r i c e s o f e v a n g e l i c a l p a m p h l e t s ? T h e r e i s l i t t l e d o u b t 

t h a t t h e l a t e f i f t e e n t h and e a r l y s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s saw a d r o p i n t h e 

p r i c e o f books . T h i s was p a r t l y t h e r e s u l t o f a l o w e r i n g o f p r o d u c t i o n 

c o s t s due t o b e t t e r o r g a n i z a t i o n and improvemen t i n b u s i n e s s p r a c t i c e s . 

103 A. D e w i t t e , ' C h r o n o l o g i e van de r e f o r m a t i e t e B rugge en i n h e t 
B rugse v r i j e ( 1 4 8 5 - 1 5 9 3 ) ' , B rugge i n de g e u z e n t i j d . B i j d r a g e n t o t de 
g e s c h i e d e n i s van de h e r v o r m i n g t e Brugge en i n h e t B rugse v r i j e 
t i j d e n s de 16 de eeuw ( B r u g e s , 1 9 8 2 ) , p . 3 6 . 

104 I b i d . 

105 L. F e b v r e and H . J . M a r t i n , o p . c i t , p . 2 9 1 . 

106 C .C . De Bru i n , De S t a t e n b i j b e l en z i j n v o o r g a n g e r s ( L e i d e n , 1 9 3 7 ) , 
p . 1 1 8 . 

107 L. V o e t , o p . c i t , p . 1 6 9 . The Base l p r i n t e r Johannes Bebe l even 
c o n s i d e r e d a p r i n t r u n o f t h r e e h u n d r e d t o be u n e c o n o m i c a l , C . A . P a t e r , 
K a r l s t a d t as t h e f a t h e r o f t h e b a p t i s t m o v e m e n t s : t h e emergence o f 
l ay p r o t e s t a n t i s m ( T o r o n t o ^ 1 9 8 4 ) , p . 2 9 1 , 

108 L. F e b v r e and H . J . M a r t i n , o p . c i t . p . 2 1 8 . 
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In 1466 a p r i n t e d german B i b l e c o s t t w e l v e g u i l d e r s . In 1470 t h e p r i c e 

had d ropped t o n i n e g u i l d e r s and by 1483 i t was as low as s i x g u i l d e r s , 

W i t h t h e coming o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n p r i c e s d ropped even l o w e r . An 

unbound copy o f L u t h e r ' s f i r s t c o m p l e t e German B i b l e c o s t as l i t t l e as 

two g u l d e n e i g h t g r o s c h e n , t h o u g h by 1541 t h e p r i c e had r i s e n s l i g h t l y 

t o t h r e e g u i l d e r s . B i b l e s were now p r i n t e d on p o o r e r q u a l i t y paper 

and in l a r g e r p r i n t r uns - hence l ower p r i c e s . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , measured a g a i n s t t h e a v e r a g e d a i l y wage even L u t h e r ' s 

B i b l e was s t i l l no t cheap . The ave rage wage o f a Saxon mason o r 

c a r p e n t e r was h a l f a g u i l d e r f o r t h r e e days work and t h u s , even a t t h e 
111 

l o w e s t p r i c e s , a B i b l e was t h e e q u i v a l e n t o f t h r e e weeks w o r k . In 

t h e N e t h e r l a n d s t o o , a c o m p l e t e B i b l e c o u l d o n l y be o b t a i n e d a t 

c o n s i d e r a b l e e x p e n s e , A L e i d e n b o o k s e l l e r ' s i n v e n t o r y r e v e a l s t h a t a 

B i b l e r e t a i l e d a t one g u i l d e r two s t u i y e r s , and a b o u t 1540 a Leuven 
b u r g h e r bought a . B i b l e f r o m a s t u d e n t f o r t h i r t y s t u i v e r s and two 

112 

t a n k a r d s o f b e e r . The h i g h e s t d a i l y wage f o r t h e s k i l l e d o c c u p a t i o n 

o f m a s t e r s tonemason in t h e F l e m i s h town o f A a l s t be tween 1540 and 1549 

was t w e l v e g r o a t s . W i t h one s t u i v e r b e i n g e q u a l t o two g r o a t s , * * ^ 

a B i b l e c o s t a t t he v e r y l e a s t one week's wages a n d , f o r most a r t i s a n s , 

p r o b a b l y a good d e a l more. 

S h o r t p a m p h l e t s , o f c o u r s e , c o s t a good d e a l l e s s t han B i b l e s . On 

h i s j o u r n e y t h r o u g h t h e Low Count r ies i n 1520-21 A l b r e c h t Du re r bought 

t h e Condemnat io d o c t r i n a l i s 1 i b r o r u m M a r t i n i L u t h e r i (1520) f o r o n l y one 

109 C.C. De B r u i n , o p . c i t . p . 8 9 . 

110 R. Gawthrop and G. S t r a u s s , ' P r o t e s t a n t i s m and l i t e r a c y in e a r l y 
modern Germany , ' Pas t and p r e s e n t CIV ( 1 9 8 4 ) , p . 4 0 , n 4 l , 

111 I b i d . p . 4 0 . 

112 C.C. De B r u i n , o p . c i t . p . 1 8 6 . Any compa r i son between German and 
Dutch p r i c e s i s d i f f i c u l t . One German g u i l d e r was n o t , as one m i g h t 
suppose , e q u a l t o one Du tch g u i l d e r . 

113 C. Ver1 i n d e n , Dokumenten v o o r de q e s c h i e d e n i s van p r i j z e n e n lonen 
in V l a a n d e r e n en B raban t ( B r u g e s , 1959 ) , I I I , p . 1 9 9 . 

114 Numerous moneys o f a c c o u n t were i n c i r c u l a t i o n i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s 
a t t h i s t i m e . For an e x p l a n a t i o n o f t h e relative v a l u e o f each o f 
t h e s e see P. S p u f f o r d , Moneta ry p rob lems and p o l i c i e s in t h e 
b u r q u n d i a n N e t h e r l a n d s 1433-1496 ( L e i d e n , 1 9 7 0 ) , P P . 1 6 6 - 6 9 . 
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115 

s t u i v e r . In a l l p r o b a b i l i t y he pu rchased a copy o f t h e t w e l v e page 

e d i t i o n w h i c h had been p u b l i s h e d by C laes de Grave o f An twerp in June 
116 

1520. De v a l d e r roomscher k e r c k e n ( 1 5 5 3 ) , a v i r u l e n t po1 emic 

a g a i n s t t h e d o c t r i n e o f t r a n s u b s t a n t i a t i o n o f some f o r t y - e i g h t pages 

c o s t two s t u i v e r s when an A n a b a p t i s t named Jan de Mon ick pu rchased a 
. ,ccc 117 copy in 1555. 

La rge r p a m p h l e t s , however , were no t so cheap. The Sermonen o f 

N i c l a e s P e e t e r s (c1540, v o l , I 288 pages , v o l . 1 1 392 p a g e s ) f e t c h e d 
119 

t w e l v e s t u i v e r s a t Leuven i n 1543, w h i l s t Urban us R e g i u s ' s D ia logus 

van de p r e k i n g h e d i e C h r i s t u s den twee d i s c i p e l e n dede t o t Emeus (352 
120 

pages) c o s t e i g h t s t u i v e r s . M o r e o v e r , w i t h i n t h e e v a n g e l i c a l c i r c l e 

i n w h i c h t h e s e works were s o l d the demand f o r e v a n g e l i c a l books was so 

g r e a t t h a t members were e v i d e n t l y p r e p a r e d t o make money by t h e i r 

knowledge o f where t h e y c o u l d be o b t a i n e d . One Jan B e y a e r t s t o l d h i s 

i n q u i s i t o r s t h a t when asked by Jan van Ousberghen i f he knew o f anyone 

who possessed t h e D i a l o g u s o f Reg ius he had r e p l i e d Yes , but had no t 
named t h e p e r s o n because he had t h o u g h t he c o u l d g a i n two o r t h r e e 

121 

s t u i v e r s . In o t h e r w o r d s , B e y a e r t s was h o p i n g t o use h i s knowledge 

o f t h e w h e r e a b o u t s o f t h i s book t o b l a c k m a i l van Ousberghen . 

115 A. D u r e r , D i a r y o f h i s j o u r n e y t o t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , 1520-1521, ed . 
J . A , G o r i s and G. M a r l i e r (London, 1971) , p p . 6 9 and 71-

116 NK2231. 

117 A . F . Mel l i n k , Documenta A n a b a p t i s t i c a N e e r l a n d i c a I I , Amsterdam 
(1536-1578) ( L e i d e n , 1980) , p . 2 3 2 . A n o t h e r p a m p h l e t w h i c h p r o b a b l y 
r e t a i l e d a t a low p r i c e o r may have even been g i v e n away was t h e 
a n t i - L u t h e r a n t r a c t p r i n t e d a t t h e r e q u e s t o f t h e c a t h e d r a l c h a p t e r 
o f U t r e c h t in 1522-23 . A l t h o u g h t h e s e l l i n g p r i c e i s no t known, 
t h e c o s t o f p r i n t i n g f i v e hundred c o p i e s o f t h i s pamph le t was o n l y 
t h r e e f l o r i n s . W.J , A l b e r t s , o p . c i t . p . 5 8 2 , 

118 NK1691-1692. pp. l67-200.The t r i a l documents s i m p l y r e f e r t o 
' A p o s t i l l e ' , but t h a t P e e t e r s ' sermons a r e meant by t h i s g e n e r i c t e r m 
is c o n f i r m e d by Jan B e y a e r t s who t e s t i f i e d t h a t Joes van Ousberghen 
had s a i d t h a t t h e a u t h o r was a F r a n c i s c a n , Campan p p . 4 0 6 - 4 0 8 . 

119 Campan, p p . 4 6 0 - 4 6 2 . 

120 Campan, p p . 3 4 6 , 538. 

121 Campan, p , 4 4 0 . 
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Given t h a t B i b l e s and l o n g e r pamph le t s were r e l a t i v e l y e x p e n s i v e , 

one m i g h t suppose t h a t t h e y were n o t pu rchased by t h e mass o f t h e 

p o p u l a t i o n . i ndeed , such i s t h e a rgument o f G a w t h r o p and S t r a u s s who 

have a t t a c k e d t h e t r a d i t i o n a l n o t i o n t h a t B i b l e - r e a d i n g was a p o p u l a r 

p a s t i m e o f a l a r g e p e r c e n t a g e o f L u t h e r a n Germany, Most p r i n t e d B i b l e s , 

t h e y a s s e r t , went t o p a r i s h chu rches and p a s t o r s ' l i b r a r i e s , pu rchased 

e i t h e r by gove rnmen ts o r bough t up w i t h t he a i d o f p u b l i c funds as 

d i r e c t e d by e c c l e s i a s t i c a l o r d i n a n c e s . P r i c e s o f B i b l e s were so h i g h , 

t h e a rgumen t r u n s , t h a t t h e e s t i m a t e d 200 ,000 German B i b l e s p u b l i s h e d 

i n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y c o u l d n o t have been a b s o r b e d by t h e b u y i n g 
k , . 122 

p u b l i c . 

Wha teve r t h e v a l i d i t y o f t h e s e a rguments i n t h e case o f L u t h e r a n 

Germany, t h e y canno t be a p p l i e d t o t h e N e t h e r l a n d s . Between 1520 and 

1566 t h e r e were no l e s s t h a n one hundred and t h i r t y - s e v e n e v a n g e l i c a l 

e d i t i o n s o f t h e B i b l e and t h e New Tes tamen t p r i n t e d in Du t ch , i n 

a d d i t i o n , t h e r e were some f i f t y - s i x C a t h o l i c e d i t i o n s o f t he B i b l e and 
123 

t h e New Tes tamen t p u b l i s h e d in t h e same p e r i o d . Assuming a p r i n t 
124 

run o f 1 , 0 0 0 , t h i s means t h a t pe rhaps as many as 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 Dutch B i b l e s 

and New T e s t a m e n t s were p u b l i s h e d between 1520 a n d I 5 6 6 , W i t h a Dutch 
125 

s p e a k i n g p o p u l a t i o n o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y two m i l l i o n , t hen o v e r t h e 

p e r i o d 1520-1566 t h e r e w o u l d have been s o m e t h i n g l i k e f i v e m i l l i o n Dutch 

s p e a k e r s a l i v e a t some p o i n t d u r i n g t h i s t i m e . T h i s means t h a t t h e r e 

was a p p r o x i m a t e l y one B i b l e p e r t w e n t y - f i v e p e o p l e i n t h e Dutch s p e a k i n g 
126 

a r e a o f t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , A d m i t t e d l y , a u t h o r i z e d C a t h o l i c v e r s i o n s 

may have been bought up by p r i e s t s o r p a r i s h c h u r c h e s , but C a t h o l i c 

122 R, Gawthrop and G, S t r a u s s , ' P r o t e s t a n t i s m and l i t e r a c y in e a r l y 
modern G e r m a n y ' , p . 4 0 . 

123 F i g u r e s t a k e n f r o m W.C. Poor tman , B i j b e l en p r e n t (The Hague, 1983 ) , 
I , p p . 2 0 1 - 1 0 . 

124 De B r u i n s u g g e s t s l a r g e r p r i n t runs o f between 1 ,500 and 3 , 0 0 0 f o r 
e a r l y e v a n g e l i c a l B i b l e s p r i n t e d i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , C.C, De B r u i n , 
o p . c i t . , p . 1 8 6 . 

125 P a r k e r e s t i m a t e s t h e t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e N e t h e r l a n d s a t t h r e e 
m i l l i o n . G. P a r k e r , The d u t c h r e v o l t (London, 1977) . A p p r o x i m a t e l y 
two m i l l i o n o f t h e s e were Du tch s p e a k i n g . 

126 Not a l l Dutch e v a n g e l i c a l B i b l e s w o u l d have c i r c u l a t e d w i t h i n t h e 
N e t h e r l a n d s . Some w o u l d have been d e s t r o y e d , w h i l s t o t h e r s w o u l d 
have been used in e x i l e d c o m m u n i t i e s a b r o a d . 
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t e x t s a c c o u n t f o r l e s s t h a n one t h i r d o f t o t a l p r o d u c t i o n . The v a s t 

m a j o r i t y o f Du tch B i b l e s were e v a n g e l i c a l in t o n e , and many were 

f o r b i d d e n by t h e v a r i o u s i n d i c e s l i b r o r u m p r o h i b I t o r u m . T h i s meant t h a t 

o f f i c i a l ma rke t s such as t h e Church were c l o s e d t o them and t hey were 

t h e r e f o r e s o l d t o the g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n . 

And what o f l i t e r a c y r a t e s ? What p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n 

were a b l e t o read t h e B i b l e o r an e v a n g e l i c a l t r a c t ? E n g l i s h w i l l 

e v i d e n c e from 1373 and 1466 s u g g e s t s l i t e r a c y l e v e l s o f between a t h i r d 
127 

and two f i f t h s o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n . However, I n t h i s case l i t e r a c y 

i s d e f i n e d as t h e a b i l i t y t o s i g n o n e ' s name. C l e a r l y t h i s i s a d i f f e r e n t 

t y p e o f l i t e r a c y f r om t h e more advanced s k i l l o f b e i n g a b l e t o read a 

book . For Germany i t has been c a l c u l a t e d t h a t t h e a b i l i t y t o read may 

have been r e s t r i c t e d t o between one in t e n and one i n t h r e e pe rsons in 
128 

t h e t o w n s , but n a t i o n a l l y was p r o b a b l y no h i g h e r t h a n one in t w e n t y . 

As a r e s u l t one s c h o l a r has a r g u e d t h a t 

'Access t o t h e p r i n t e d word was p r o b a b l y 
r e s t r i c t e d t o a s m e l l . . , e d u c a t i o n a l e l i t e , ' 

P a r t l y as a r e s u l t o f t h i s h y p o t h e s i s t h i s same h i s t o r i a n has p l a c e d 

c o n s i d e r a b l e s t r e s s upon t h e r o l e o f v i s u a l p r o p a g a n d a in t he German 

R e f o r m a t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y e m p h a s i z i n g t he r o l e o f w o o d c u t s as a 

p o l e m i c a l t o o l . 

In t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , howeve r , t h e r e Is a s t r i k i n g absence o f woodcu t s 
130 

in t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n , T r u e , t h e r e a r e o c c a s i o n a l 

r e f e r e n c e s t o h e r e t i c a l i l l u s t r a t i o n s i n t r i a l p r o c e e d i n g s . In 1527 a 

g o l d s m i t h i n v o l v e d in t h e e v a n g e l i c a l c i r c l e o f N I c o l a a s van der E l s t 
131 

a t B r u s s e l s was found in p o s s e s s i o n o f a lampoon a g a i n s t t h e c l e r g y . 

127 R, C r o f t s , ' B o o k s , r e f o r m and t h e r e f o r m a t i o n ' , ARG LXXI ( 1 9 8 0 ) , 
p . 2 5 . 

128 R,W. S c r i b n e r , For t h e sake o f s i m p l e f o l k , ( C a m b r i d g e , 1981) , p . 2 . 

129 I b i d . 

130 A s i m i l a r absence o f woodcu ts in the l i t e r a t u r e o f t h e F rench 
R e f o r m a t i o n has been n o t e d / i n F, Higman 'Le l e v a i n de I ' E v a n g i l e ' . 
H i s t o i r e de I ' e d i t ion f r a n c a I s e , V I , Le l l v r e c o n q u e r a n t , ed. 
H . - J . M a r t i n , R. C h a r t l e r , J . - P . V I v e t ( P a r i s , 1 9 8 2 ) , p . 3 1 3 . 

131 J . D u v e r g e r , ' L u t h e r s e p r e d i c a t i e t e B r u s s e l en h e t p r o c e s t e g e n 
een a a n t a 1 k u n s t e n a a r s ( a p r i l - j u n i 1 5 2 7 ) ' , XMe tenschappe l i j ke 
t i i d i n q e n XXXVI ( 1 9 7 7 ) , c o l . 2 2 5 . 
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w h i l s t a t Amsterdam in 1534 a p a i n t e r named P e t e r Rippensz was s e n t e n c e d 

t o a p i l g r i m a g e t o Rome on a c c o u n t o f a p a i n t i n g i n w h i c h he had 
132 

d e p i c t e d monks as d e v i l s f i s h i n g f o r money, cheeses and o t h e r goods. 

Some p a m p h l e t s , most n o t a b l y L u t h e r ' s P o s t i l i e n op d i e e p i s t e l e n ende 
133 

e v a n q e 1 i e n and C o r n e l l s vander Heyden 's C o r t e i n s t r u c c y e (1543) 

c a r r y woodcu ts d e p i c t i n g b i b l i c a l n a r r a t i v e s . Many Du tch t r a n s l a t i o n s 

o f L u t h e r ' s B i b l e a l s o c o n t a i n e v a n g e l i c a l a n t i - R o m a n w o o d c u t s , u s u a l l y 

based upon German o r i g i n a l s . In a d d i t i o n t o t h e s e pamph le t and B i b l e 

i l l u s t r a t i o n s a few b r o a d s h e e t s o f an e v a n g e l i c a l i n c l i n a t i o n have 
134 

s u r v i v e d . By f a r t h e most o v e r t l y e v a n g e l i c a l o f t h e s e i s an 

undated woodcu t by an unknown a r t i s t d e p i c t i n g t h e b a t t l e between t he 

t r u e f a i t h and f a l s e s p i r i t u a l i t y w h i c h bears t h e i n s c r i p t i o n 

' H i e r mach men t v e r u o l c h de r C h r i s t e n a e n s i e n 
Van d i e g o d l o s e Jage rs met g r o t e n hopen 
Naect moghen s i t o t d i e f o n t e y n e v l i e n 
So s u l l e n s i a l i e quade we 1 o n t l o p e n , ' 135 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , g e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g woodcu ts d i d n o t p l a y a 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p o r t a n t p a r t i n t h e Dutch R e f o r m a t i o n , T h e r e a r e t h r e e 

p o s s i b l e reasons f o r t h i s . L i t e r a c y r a t e s w e r e , as we s h a l l s h o r t l y 

d i s c o v e r , h i g h e r i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s t han i n Germany, I f woodcu ts a r e 

p r i m a r i l y seen as a means o f c o m m u n i c a t i n g t he R e f o r m a t i o n t o t he 

i l l i t e r a t e masses, i t m i g h t be a r g u e d t h a t s i n c e more p e o p l e in t h e 

N e t h e r l a n d s c o u l d read t h e r e was l e s s cause t o p r i n t such i l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

However , such r e a s o n i n g f a i l s t o e x p l a i n t h e abundance o f s a t i r i c a l 

p r i n t s and woodcu ts p u b l i s h e d in t h e 1560s and ' 70s a f t e r t h e o u t b r e a k 
i n / 

o f the R e v o l t . A more p l a u s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n f o r t h e absence o f 

132 I . H . van Eeghen, 'Een k e t t e r s c h e s c h i l d e r i j i n 1 5 3 4 ' , O u d - H o l l a n d 
LV I I ( 1 9 4 0 ) , p . 1 0 8 . 

133 See p p . 2 8 6 - 2 8 8 . 

134 See W. N i j h o f f , N e d e r l a n d s c h e h o u t s n e d e n . 1500-1550 (The Hague, 
1 9 3 1 - 3 9 ) , p l a t e s 187-192 , 2 9 1 - 2 9 2 , 2 9 3 - 2 9 4 . 

135 I b i d , p l a t e s 2 5 3 - 2 5 4 , 'He re you can see t h e p e r s e c u t i o n o f t h e 
C h r i s t i a n s by t h e g o d l e s s h u n t e r s in l a r g e c r o w d s . They may run 
naked t o t he f o u n t a i n and so escape a l l e v i l ( m e n ) , ' 

136 For examp les o f such p r i n t s see S, G r o e n v e l t , H . L . P h , Leeuwenberg 
e t a l . De k o q e l d o o r de k e r k ( Z u t p h e n , 1979 ) . J . D e c a v e l e , Eenhe i d 
en s c h e i d i n q in de Nede r l anden 1555-1585 ( G h e n t , 1976) and Opstand 
en o n a f h a n k e l i j k h e i d ( D o r d r e c h t , 1972 ) . 
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woodcu ts i n t he e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e Du tch R e f o r m a t i o n i s t o be found in 

t h e c h a r a c t e r o f e v a n g e l i c a l r e l i g i o n i n t he N e t h e r l a n d s , German 

R e f o r m a t i o n woodcu ts were a l m o s t i n v a r i a b l y p o l e m i c a l i n t o n e . i n t h e 

N e t h e r l a n d s , however , t h e d e l a y e d c o n f e s s i o n a 1 i z a t i o n between e v a n g e l i c a l 

and C a t h o l i c meant t h a t p o l e m i c f i g u r e d f a r l e ss p r o m i n e n t l y i n 
137 

R e f o r m a t i o n p a m p h l e t s . Thus a l ess p o l e m i c a l R e f o r m a t i o n r e s u l t e d 

in f ewer s a t i r i c a l w o o d c u t s . N o t a b l y , when a c l e a r l y c o n f e s s i o n a l i z e d 

R e f o r m a t i o n was e s t a b l i s h e d by t h e C a l v i n i s t s in t h e 1560s and ' 7 0 s , 

p o l e m i c a l p r i n t s f i g u r e d s t r o n g l y . F i n a l l y , t he c l a n d e s t i n e n a t u r e o f 

t h e e v a n g e l i c a l book t r a d e in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s may have r e s u l t e d in t he 

o m i t t i n g o f woodcu t s f r o m some pamph le t s t o keep c o s t s down. D ie daden 

werken ende l e e r i j n g h e ons heeren Ihesu C h r i s t i ende des Paus, f o r 

examp le , t r a n s l a t e d f r o m the h i g h l y p o l e m i c a l P a s s i o n a l C h r i s t i und 

A n t i c h r i s t i (1521) c o n t a i n s no i l l u s t r a t i o n s a t a l l , whereas t h e German 

o r i g i n a l c o n t a i n s t w e n t y - s i x woodcu ts c o n t r a s t i n g C h r i s t and t h e 
138 

papacy . I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o see why t h i s s h o u l d be t h e c a s e , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y as t h e o r i g i n a l i l l u s t r a t i o n s a r e so germane t o t he t e x t , 

e x c e p t f o r economic r e a s o n s . 

To r e t u r n t o t h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e a b i l i t y t o r e a d e v a n g e l i c a l 

p a m p h l e t s , i t w o u l d be f o o l i s h t o s u g g e s t t h a t l i t e r a c y in t h e s i x t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y N e t h e r l a n d s a p p r o a c h e d modern l e v e l s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e r e i s 

some e v i d e n c e t o s u g g e s t t h a t l e v e l s o f l i t e r a c y may w e l l have been 

h i g h e r in the N e t h e r l a n d s t h a n e l s e w h e r e in s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y E u r o p e . 

In t he f i r s t p l a c e , t h e N e t h e r l a n d s w i t h o v e r two h u n d r e d towns was one 
139 

o f t h e most u r b a n i z e d s o c i e t i e s in e a r l y modern E u r o p e , and i t i s 

g e n e r a l l y a g r e e d t h a t l e v e l s o f l i t e r a c y were h i g h e r i n towns t h a n in 

r u r a l a r e a s a t t h i s t i m e . ^ ^ ^ S e c o n d l y , t h e I t a l i a n i m m i g r a n t L u d o v i c o 

G u i c c i a r d i n i w r i t i n g in 156? p a r t i c u l a r l y n o t e d t h e r e l a t i v e l y h i g h 

l e v e l o f l i t e r a c y amongst t h e r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e N e t h e r l a n d s : 

' H i e r hebben e e r t i j d t s gheweest ende z i j n nu 
noch v e e l g h e l e e r d e mannen in a l i e w e t e n s c h a p 
ende k o n s t e we 1 g h e s c h i c h t , De ghemeyne 

137 See p . 7 1 . 

138 See p p . 2 7 2 - 2 7 5 . 

139 G, P a r k e r , o p . c i t , p .23 

140 R.W. S c r i b n e r , o p . c i t . 
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1 ieden hebben m e s t e n d e e l s wat b e g i n s e l s in 
G rammat i ca ; ende konnen s c h i e r a 1 t ' s a m e n , 
j a e oock de boeren ende l a n d t l ieden t e n a l l e r 
m i n s t e n l esen ende s c h r y v e n , ' l 4 l 

C e r t a i n l y , r e a d i n g s k i l l s were n o t t h e e x c l u s i v e p r e s e r v e o f a 

s o c i a l e l i t e in t he N e t h e r l a n d s , L i even de Zomere , a baker by t r a d e , 
l42 

b o a s t e d in 1522 t h a t he owned as many as n i n e t e e n books by L u t h e r . 

T h i s may have been s o m e t h i n g o f an e x a g g e r a t i o n , b u t he was in p o s s e s s i o n 

o f a t l e a s t t h r e e L u t h e r a n w o r k s - t h e Condemnat io d o c t r i n a l i s l i b r o r u m 

M a r t i n i L u t h e r i pe r quosdam m a g i s t r o s Lovan lenses e t C o l o n i e n s e s f a c t a 

cum r e s p o n s i o n e L u t h e r i a n a ad eandem condemna t ionem, t h e Capt i v i t a t e 

b a b i l o n i c a e c c l e s i a e (1520) and an e x p o s i t i o n o f t h e Ten Commandments, '^^ 

In 1535 Rem P e t e r s s e n an A n a b a p t i s t f u r r i e r was d i s c o v e r e d t o be in 

p o s s e s s i o n o f t h r e e e v a n g e l i c a l books , 'een t b o e c k , , , g e m a i c t b i j Johannes 

Pomeranus ' , ' t b o e c k van den p r o p h e t e n ' a n d 'de D u y t s s c h e m isse gema ic t 
144 

b i j Johannes O e c o l a m p a d l u s ' . F i n a l l y , Jan van Genk, t h e son o f a 

shoemaker f r o m M a a s t r i c h t and a g l a s s m a k e r by t r a d e , owned a copy o f t h e 

Gulden o n d e r w i j s i n q e om t e a n t w o o r d e n op a l i e p u n c t e n de vyanden der 

w a e r h e y t bybrenqhen moghen ( 1 5 2 ^ , 

141 L, G u i c c i a r d i n i , B e s c h r y v i n g h e van a l l e de N e d e r l a n d e n ; a n d e r s s i n s 
ghenoemt N e d e r - D u y t l a n d t (Amsterdam, 1612 ) , p . 2 7 . T h e r e have been 
and s t i l l a r e here ( i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s ) many men l e a r n e d i n a l l 
b ranches o f s c h o l a r s h i p and k n o w l e d g e . The common p e o p l e m o s t l y 
u n d e r s t a n d t h e r u d i m e n t s o f grammar, and can a l m o s t a l l , y e s , even 
t h e f a r m e r s and c o u n t r y p e o p l e , a t l e a s t read and w r i t e ' , 

142 CD IV , p . 1 1 0 . 

143 CD I V , p . 1 1 3 . 

144 G, G r o s h e i d e , ' V e r h o o r e n en v o n n i s s e n de r w e d e r d o o p e r s , b e t r o k k e n 
b i j de a a n s l a g e n op A m s t e r d a m ' , B i j d r a g e n en mededee1 ingen van he t 
h i s t o r i s c h genoo t schap XL I ( 1 9 2 0 ) , p . 1 6 3 . The book by 'Pomeranus ' 
was p r o b a b l y Bugenhagen 's S o u t e r (NK508) . ' T b o e c k van den p r o p h e t e n ' 
was p r o b a b l y a t r a n s l a t i o n o f Ludwig H a e t z e r a n d Hans Denk ' s A l l e 
p r o p h e t e n , nach de r h e b r a l s c h e n s p r a c h e v e r d e u t s c h t . The Du tch 
t r a n s l a t i o n may have been t h e work o f Gera rdus G e l d e n h a u e r , See 
C, A u g u s t i j n , 'De V o r s t e r m a n g i j b e 1 van 1 5 2 8 ' , NAK LVI ( 1 9 7 5 ) , 
p p . 8 4 - 8 5 , n . 3 4 . O e c o l a m p a d i u s ' ' D u y t s s c h e m i s s e ' was p r i n t e d w i t h i n 
t he Summa d e r god 1 i k e r s c r i f t u r e n , bu t may a l s o have been p u b l i s h e d 
s e p a r a t e l y , 

145 NK1623 and 3631- M.E. K r o n e n b e r g , Verboden b o e k e n , p . 4 4 , W. Bax, 
Het p r o t e s t a n t i s m s in he t b isdom L u i k en v o o r a l t e M a a s t r i c h t 
1505-1557 (The Hague, 1 9 3 7 ) , I , p p . 8 4 - 8 5 . 
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Even when someone was i l l i t e r a t e , t h i s d i d n o t mean t h a t e v a n g e l i c a l 

l i t e r a t u r e was c o m p l e t e l y i n a c c e s s i b l e t o them. As w e l l as b e i n g read 

p r i v a t e l y , t he B i b l e and p r i n t e d sermons were somet imes read a l o u d t o 

g roups o f e v a n g e l i c a l s m e e t i n g in c o n v e n t i c l e s . The members o f one such 

g r o u p , m e e t i n g a t Leuven in t h e e a r l y 1540s, had i n t h e i r p o s s e s s i o n a 

t o t a l o f about f o r t y books . A l t h o u g h some o f t h e s e works had no 

s p e c i f i c a l l y r e l i g i o u s c o n t e n t w h i l s t o t h e r s were o f an o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c 

n a t u r e , t hey a l s o i n c l u d e d a c o n s i d e r a b l e number o f p o p u l a r e v a n g e l i c a l 

p a m p h l e t s . Bes ides a number o f v e r n a c u l a r B i b l e s and New T e s t a m e n t s , 

t h e y owned some Du tch t r a n s l a t i o n s o f German L u t h e r a n t r a c t s i n c l u d i n g 

L u t h e r ' s C h r i s t e l i c k e o p r e c h t e w t l e g g h i n q h e des v i j f s t e n boecks Mosi 

( c l 5 3 0 ) , ^ ^ ^ the T r o o s t i n q h e wt de r g o d l i k e r s c r i f t ( 1542 ) o f Caspar 

R u b e r i n u s , O t t o B r u n f e l s ' Gulden qhebedeboecxken ( 1 5 3 1 ) ^ ^ ^ and the 

D i a l o g u s van de p r e k i n g h e d i e C h r i s t u s den twee d i s c i p e l e n dede , t o t 
149 

Emaus• In a d d i t i o n , t h e y a l s o owned a number o f i n d i g e n o u s t r a c t s 

i n c l u d i n g the Fon teyne des levens ( 1 5 3 3 ) , ^ ^ ^ the Sermonen o f N i c l a e s 

P e e t e r s , ^ ^ ^ the T r o o s t ende s p i e g e l der s i e c k e n o f W i l l e m G n a p h e u s , ' ^ ^ 
153 

the K i n d e r l e e r e . Pat c h r i s t e n g h e l o o v e , Dat b e g r l j p de r g h e h e e l d e r 

B i b e l e n i n t c o r t e ( c l 5 3 5 ) ^ ^ and a c c o u n t s o f the two A n t w e r p A u g u s t i n i a n s 

( d i e d 1 5 2 3 ) ' ^ ^ and Wendelmoet C l a e s d o c h t e r ( d i e d 1 5 2 7 ) ^ ^ ^ . As p a r t o f 

t he d e v o t i o n a l l i f e o f t h i s c o n v e n t i c l e t h e B i b l e and t he sermons o f 

146 Campan, p p . 3 9 2 , 4 1 0 , 4 6 0 , 462 , The C h r i s t e l i c k e o p r e c h t e 
w t l e q q h i n q h e des v i j f s t e n boecks Mosi has o n l y r e c e n t l y been 
i d e n t i f i e d as a t r a n s l a t i o n o f L u t h e r ' s D e u t e r o n o m i o n Mosi cum 
a n n o t a t ion i bus ( 1 5 2 5 ) , Benz ing 1850-1857- See U, Kopp, ' E i n 
u n b e k e n n t e r und a n d e r e n i e d e r l a n d i s c h e L u t h e r d r u c k von c a , 1 5 2 8 i n der 
Herzog Augus t B i b l i o t h e k W o l f e n b u t t e l ' , W o l f e n b u t t e l e r N o t i z e n I V 

( 1 9 7 9 ) , p p . 4 6 - 5 3 . 

147 Un p r o c e s de r e l i g i o n a L o u v a i n . Paul de R o v e r e , 1542 -1546 , 
e d , R. van S a n t b e r g e n ( B r u s s e l s , 1953) , p . 6 9 . 

148 Campan, p p . 3 1 4 , 344 , 566 , 584 , 586, 594, 632. 

149 Campan, p p . 3 1 2 , 314 , 3 4 2 - 3 4 4 , 346 , 352 , 356 , 4 4 0 , 4 5 8 , 506 , 552 , 
588 , 594, 632. 

150 Campan, p p . 3 1 0 , 506 , 552 , 560, 6OO, 

151 Campan, pp .314 , 318 , 3 2 6 , 348 , 350 , 352 , 364 , 3 9 2 , 4 0 8 - 4 l 0 , 4 4 6 , 
4 5 8 , 462 , 510, 514 , 516, 534, 584, 600, 6 l 4 . 

152 Campan, p , 4 6 0 , 

153 Campan, pp .310 , 328 , 3 4 2 , 364 , 374 , 4 7 8 - 4 8 0 , 5 0 6 , 560 , 632 . 

154 Campan, p . 5 7 6 . 

155 Campan, p . 6 0 2 . 

156 Campan, p . 6 0 2 . 
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157 

P e e t e r s were r e a d a l o u d and t h u s a b r i d g e was t h r o w n a c r o s s t h e 

d i v i d e be tween l i t e r a t e and i l l i t e r a t e members o f t h e g r o u p . 

A n o t h e r c o n v e n t i c l e i n w h i c h a l a r g e number o f p r i n t e d books 

c i r c u l a t e d met a t B r u s s e l s i n t h e 1520s . As w e l l as p o s s e s s i n g t h e 

Summa d e r q o d l i k e r s c r i f t u r e n a w o r k o f D u t c h o r i g i n , Jan de K i n d e r e n , 

a l e a d i n g member o f t h e g r o u p , a l s o owned p a m p h l e t s by l e a d i n g German 

and Sw iss r e f o r m e r s . These i n c l u d e d s i x w o r k s o f L u t h e r , M e l a n c h t h o n ' s 

commentary on Romans, O e c o l a m p a d i u s ' s e x p o s i t i o n o f t h e p r o p h e t I s a i a h 
158 

and B u g e n h a g e n ' s commenta ry on t h e P s a l m s , I t i s n o t known w h e t h e r 

any o f t h e s e w o r k s we re read a l o u d as a t Leuven , N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t i s 

l i k e l y t h a t t h e c o n v e n t i c l e s e r v e d as a f o r u m f o r d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e 

i d e a s e x p r e s s e d i n t h e s e p a m p h l e t s . In t h i s way i t w o u l d have been 

p o s s i b l e f o r an i l l i t e r a t e member o f t h e g r o u p t o g a i n some ' b o o k -

k n o w l e d g e ' v i a a l i t e r a t e member. 

Howeve r , R e f o r m a t i o n p a m p h l e t s d i d n o t c i r c u l a t e o n l y amongs t 

r e l a t i v e l y l o w l y members o f s o c i e t y o r w i t h i n e v a n g e l i c a l c o n v e n t i c l e s . 

They a l s o f o u n d a r e a d e r s h i p w i t h i n e d u c a t e d and w e l l - t o - d o c i r c l e s , 

C o r n e l l s G r a p h e u s , f o r e x a m p l e , t own s e c r e t a r y o f A n t w e r p , owned a 

number o f L u t h e r a n books w h i c h he was r e q u i r e d t o b u r n when he r e c a n t e d 

157 See p . 3 5 n . 1 5 1 . 

158 A lgemeen R i j k s a r c h i e f , B r u s s e l s , P a p i e r s d ' E t a t e t de 1 ' a u d i e n c e 
1177^ f o l . 6 r , l 6 r , L u t h e r : i ) ' R e s o l u t i o n i s e t c o n c l u s i o n i s 
i n d u l g i t y s cum p r o p o s i t i e n ' = R e s o l u t i o n i s d i s p u t a t i o n u m de 
i n d u l g e n t i a r u m v i r t u t e ( 1 5 1 8 ) . B e n z i n g 2 0 5 - 2 0 8 . i i ) ' D i e seuen 
p s a l m e n ' = D i e seuen p e n i t e n c i e psa imen ( 1 5 2 0 ) . NK1426, i i i ) 'Een 
schoen bedeboeck e t c , ' = Een d e u o e t ende z e e r s c h o o n bedeboxken wt 
d i e h e y l i q h e s c h r i f f t u e r T ^ 5 2 5 ) . NK1419 and 3 4 5 7 . i v ) ' P a t e r 
n o s t e r van M a r t i n L u t h e r ' = Van d a t h e y l i q h e p a t e r n o s t e r een 
v e r c l a r i n g h e ( c l 5 2 5 ) . NKO856, v ) 'Expos i t i e op s i n t P e t e r s 
e p i s t e l e n ' = D i e i e r s t e e p i s t e l S. P e t e r s met een s c h o o n e 

w t l e q q i nqhe ( c l 5 2 4 ) . NK4258, and Dat a n d e r e p i s t e l S. P e t e r s met 
een schoone w t l e g g i n g h e ( 1 5 2 4 ) . NKO852. v i ) ' Een c h r i s t e l i k e 
w t l e g g i n g h e op d i e p r o p h e e t l o n a ' = Een c h r i s t e l i k e w t l e q q i n q h e op 
d i e p r o p h e e t l ona ende op Habacuc ( b e f o r e 1 5 2 7 ) . NK01335. Copy i n 
W o l f e n b u t t e l HAB. M e l a n c h t o n : ' P h i l i p p i e n m e l a n c t o n opde e p i s t e l e n 
ad romanos e t c , ' = A n n o t a t i o n e s in e p i s t o l a s P a u l i ad Rhomanos e t 
C o r i n t h i o s ( 1 5 2 3 ) . NK4448. O e c o l a m p a d i u s ' . ' E c o l a m p a d i urn op de 
p r o p h e e t E z a i a m ' = In l e s a i a m p r o p h e t a m hypomnematon ( 1 5 2 5 ) . 
B L I I 0 7 . f . 1 4 . Bugenhagen : 'Pomeranum opden s o u t e r ' = D i e s o u t e r . 
V e r c l a r i n q h e des q h e h e e l e n p s a l t e r s . 
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h i s h e r e s y on 6 May 1 5 2 2 . ' ^ ^ In 1529 a s c h o o l m a s t e r f r om Doesburg by 

t h e name o f A r n o l d u s Kuyck was found t o be in p o s s e s s i o n o f a l a r g e 

number o f e v a n g e l i c a l books . As w e l l as L a t i n w o r k s by a u t h o r s such 

as Johannes Bugenhagen, O t t o B r u n f e l s , F r a n q o i s L a m b e r t , P h i l i p 

Me lanch thon and U l r i c h von H u t t e n , Kuyck a l s o owned some v e r n a c u l a r 

t e x t s by L u t h e r . These i n c l u d e d Den ouden Adam. Een e x c e l l e n t e d e v o t e 

q o d l y c k e t h e o l o q i e ( 1 5 2 1 ) , Een e x c e l l e n t boecxken i n t we 1 eke een 

ke rs temensche l e e r e n mach hoe h i goede ende d u g g e l i c k e wercken doen s a l 

( c 1 5 2 7 ) , and Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n s o f Von d e r F r e i h e i t e i n e s C h r i s t e n m e n -

schen (1520) and E i n e k u r z e Form des P a t e r n o s t e r z u v e r s t e h e n und zu 

be ten f u r d i e jungen K i n d e r ( 1 5 1 9 ) . In a d d i t i o n , Kuyck a l s o owned a 

copy o f Hans Sachs ' Schoone d i s p u t a t i e van eenen e v a n g e l i s s c h e n 

schoenmaecker ende van eenen p a p i s t i g h e n c o o r h e e r e ( c l 5 2 5 ) . 

The d i s s e m i n a t i o n o f e v a n g e l i c a l books i n e c c l e s i a s t i c a l c i r c l e s 

w i t h i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s i s d i f f i c u l t t o d e t e r m i n e . F o r o b v i o u s reasons 

C a t h o l i c p r i e s t s d i d n o t p u b l i c i z e t h e i r p o s s e s s i o n o r r e a d i n g o f 

f o r b i d d e n h e t e r o d o x l i t e r a t u r e . However, some s c r a p s o f e v i d e n c e a r e 

a v a i l a b l e . One N i c o l a u s C h r i s t i , p a s t o r o f B e g i j n h o f i n B e r g e n - o p -

Zoom in t h e 1520s, owned a copy o f L u t h e r ' s S a p t i v i t a t e b a b y l o n i c a 

e c c l e s i a e ( 1 5 2 0 ) , ^ ^ ^ The canon o f Masker c o n v e n t i n F r i e s l and who 

o p e n l y p reached a g a i n s t i n v o c a t i o n o f t h e s a i n t s had books by C a l v i n , 

B r e n z , L u t h e r and Menno Simons in h i s l i b r a r y . J u d g i n g f r o m h i s 

Leken wechwyser (1554) Johannes A n a s t a s i u s V e l u a n u s must have read 

c o p i e s o f C a l v i n ' s I n s t i t u t i o (1536) and M e l a n c h t h o n ' s Loc i communes 

(1521) s i n c e he p r a i s e s them and recommends them as u s e f u l c a t e c h i s m s , 

In a l l p r o b a b i l i t y A n a s t a s i u s had a l s o read works by L u t h e r , B r e n z , 

Bugenhagen and R e g i u s , E v a n g e l i c a l books c i r c u l a t i n g amongst t h e 

159 CD IV p . 1 2 1 . 

160 A, G r u i j s , 'He t i n v e n t a r i u m van Doesburg ( 1 5 2 9 ) . Een b o e k -
a r c h e o l o g i s c h o n d e r z o e k ' , F o r t y - t h r e e s t u d i e s i n b i b l i o g r a p h y 
p r e s e n t e d t o P r o f , D r . Wytze H e l l i n g a (Amste rdam, 1980^ , p p . 2 4 4 , 
2 4 6 - 2 4 7 . 

161 M.E. K r o n e n b e r g , Verboden boeken, p . 4 0 . 

162 J . J . W o l t j e r , F r i e s l and in h e r v o r m i n g s t i j d ( L e i d e n , 1 9 6 2 ) , p . 103 

163 BRN IV , p p . 1 9 0 , 258 . 

164 BR^ IV , p p . 1 9 8 , 202 , 224 . 

163 
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c l e r g y , howeve r , were u s u a l l y L a t i n r a t h e r t han v e r n a c u l a r t e x t s . The 

e p i s c o p a l v i s i t a t i o n s o f 1559-1560 in t h e duchy o f j ' u l i c h , f o r examp le , 

w h i c h l i s t e d a l l t h e books in t h e p o s s e s s i o n o f t h e c l e r g y o f each 

p a r i s h , d e m o n s t r a t e t h e c o n s i d e r a b l e p o p u l a r i t y o f P r o t e s t a n t a u t h o r s 

in an as y e t u n c o n f e s s i o n a 1 i z e d r e g i o n . Books by C a l v i n , B u c e r , 

Bui l i n g e r , P e l l i c a n u s , L u t h e r , M e l a n c h t h o n , Bugenhagen, B renz , C o r v i n u s , 

Jonas , H u b e r i n u s , M u s c u l u s , Spangenberg and Sarcer ius were a l l f o u n d in 

t h e l i b r a r i e s o f v a r i o u s c h a p l a i n s and p a r i s h p r i e s t s . A l m o s t 

w i t h o u t e x c e p t i o n however , t h e s e were L a t i n t e x t s . 

Hav ing c o n s i d e r e d e v a n g e l i c a l p r i n t e r s , t he p a m p h l e t s t hemse l ves 

and t h e i r c i r c u l a t i o n w i t h i n v a r i o u s s o c i a l g r o u p s , we must f i n a l l y 

t u r n t o t he d i s t r i b u t i o n o f h e t e r o d o x l i t e r a t u r e . T h e r e were a number 

o f ways e v a n g e l i c a l t r a c t s were d i s s e m i n a t e d in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , In 

t h e f i r s t p l a c e , R e f o r m a t i o n p a m p h l e t s c o u l d be p u r c h a s e d d i r e c t f r om 

t h e p u b l i s h e r o r p r i n t e r . I f a p a r t i c u l a r i n d i v i d u a l g a i n e d a 

r e p u t a t i o n f o r t h e p r i n t i n g o f h e t e r o d o x l i t e r a t u r e t h e n i n t e r e s t e d 

p a r t i e s m i g h t go t o h im d i r e c t . Such l i t e r a t u r e w o u l d be s o l d , as i t 

w e r e , ' under t h e c o u n t e r A d r i a e n van Berghen , f o r e x a m p l e , used t o 

keep a sack o f L u t h e r a n books in h i s house f o r s a l e , p resumab ly t o t hose 

who s p e c i f i c a l l y r e q u e s t e d t h e m , w h i l s t members o f t h e Leuven 

c o n v e n t i c l e made t r i p s t o A n t w e r p t o buy books f r o m Mattheus C rom.^^^ 

Of c o u r s e , t h i s method o f d i s t r i b u t i o n r e l i e d s o l e l y on t h e r e a d e r 

knowing w h i c h p r i n t e r s p roduced e v a n g e l i c a l w o r k s . A second s o u r c e o f 

h e t e r o d o x l i t e r a t u r e , p r o f e s s i o n a l c o l p o r t e u r s and b o o k s e l l e r s , a c t u a l l y 

t o o k e v a n g e l i c a l books o u t i n t o t h e h ighways and byways and d i s t r i b u t e d 

them amongst t h e p o p u l a t i o n a t l a r g e , h a v i n g bough t t h e i r s t o c k d i r e c t 

f r o m t h e p u b l i s h e r . O f t e n t h e y t o o k pamph le ts i n t o a r e a s away f r o m t h e 

main p r i n t i n g c e n t r e s where t h e r e w o u l d o t h e r w i s e have been no access 

t o such l i t e r a t u r e . A lmos t c e r t a i n l y t h i s was how t h e w r i t i n g s o f 

L u t h e r and o t h e r r e f o r m e r s f ound t h e i r way i n t o t h e hands o f Menno 

Simons i n t h e remote F r i s i a n v i l l a g e o f P i n g j u m i n 1526, O c c a s i o n a l l y 

c o l p o r t e u r s were d i s c o v e r e d d i s t r i b u t i n g t h e i r f o r b i d d e n w a r e s . One 

165 See J u l i c h - B e r g i s c h e K i r c h e n p o l i t i k , e d , O.K. R e d l i c h (Bonn, 1911). 

166 A n t w e r p s c h a r c h i e v e n b l a d V l I ( 1 8 7 0 ) , p . 3 0 1 . 

167 Campan, p . 3 6 2 , 
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Jan B u i d e l m a k e r was b a n i s h e d f o r s e l l i n g books by C o r n e l i s C o o l t u y n in 

E n k h u i z e n . A n o t h e r c o l p o r t e u r by t h e name o f A e r t A e r t s s e n van 

Schoonhoven was d i s c o v e r e d d i s t r i b u t i n g Hans S a c h s ' Schoone d i s p u t a t i e 

van eenen e v a n g e l i s s c h e n schoemaker ende van eenen p a p i s t i g h e n c o e r h e e r e 

a t G o u d a ' ^ ^ w h i l s t two A n a b a p t i s t s named A d r i a e n C a r b o u t and A d r i a e n 

P i e r s e n were f ound hawk ing B i b l e s and c o p i e s o f t h e Fon teyne des levens 

on t h e i s l a n d o f South B e v e l a n d , Z e e l a n d , ^ ^ ^ 

In a d d i t i o n t o t hese p r o f e s s i o n a l c o l p o r t e u r s , t h e r e were c o n v i n c e d 

e v a n g e l i c a l s who d i s t r i b u t e d R e f o r m a t i o n pamph le ts as p a r t o f t h e i r 

e v a n g e l i z i n g a c t i v i t i e s . In 1528, f o r examp le , one G y s b r e c h t A e l b r e c h t s z 

o f D e l f t , a t a i l o r by t r a d e , was p r o s e c u t e d f o r t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f 
171 

h e r e t i c a l l i t e r a t u r e . In some cases e v a n g e l i c a l s d i s t r i b u t e d t h e i r 

own w r i t i n g s , Dav id J o r i s , f o r i n s t a n c e , t h e n o t o r i o u s A n a b a p t i s t 

l e a d e r whose o r i g i n a l o c c u p a t i o n was t h a t o f a g l a s s m a k e r , was c o n v i c t e d 
172 

in J u l y 1528 o f w r i t i n g and c i r c u l a t i n g h e r e t i c a l b o o k s . A n o t h e r 

case o f such p r i v a t e i n i t i a t i v e was t h a t o f C o r n e l l s W o u t e r s z a l i a s 

Coperpo tgen o f D o r d r e c h t . Not o n l y d i d t h i s e n t e r p r i s i n g shoemaker 

d i s t r i b u t e h i s own w r i t i n g s , bu t he was a l s o r e s p o n s i b l e f o r g e t t i n g 

I 

L u y t ' , s e x t o n o f t h e Oude K e r k o f Amsterdam was p e r s o n a l l y r e s p o n s i b l e 

f o r t h e p u b l i c a t i o n and s a l e o f John E c k ' s D e c l a r a c i e . . . t e g h e n zommiqhe 

a r t i c u l e n der L u t h e r a n e n ( 1 5 2 7 ) . ' ^ ^ 

H i s t o r i a n s have f r e q u e n t l y n o t e d t h a t t h e R e f o r m a t i o n was t h e f i r s t 

movement w h i c h made use o f p r i n t i n g as a propaganda t o o l and some have 

s p e c u l a t e d as t o t he p o s s i b l e impact o f p r e - R e f o r m a t i o n h e r e t i c a l g roups 
175 

i f t h e y had had t h e p r i n t i n g p r e s s a t t h e i r d i s p o s a l . The w e a l t h o f 

168 BRN IX , p . 2 0 9 . 

169 Oud r e c h t A r c h i e f . Gouda, 176, 30 A p r i l , 1547, p p . 2 0 8 - 9 . 

170 K .R . P e k e l h a r i n g , B i j d r a q e n voo r de g e s c h i e d e n i s d e r h e r v o r m l n g in 
Z e e l a n d 1524-1572 (Midde1 b u r g , 1 8 6 6 ) , p . 3 8 . 

171 CD V, p p . 3 5 2 - 3 5 3 . 

172 CD V, p p . 3 4 8 - 3 5 2 . 

173 C2 V, p p . 1 9 8 - 2 0 3 , 2 0 9 - 2 1 0 . NK0849 and 01257. See p . 3 3 5 

174 J . Eck , D e c l a r a c i e . . . t e g h e n zommighe a r t i c u l e n d e r l u t h e r a n e n , 
A i r . NK752. See p . 3 1 8 . 

175 L. Febv re and H . - J . M a r t i n , o p . c i t , p . 2 8 8 . E , L . E i s e n s t e i n , The 
p r i n t i n g p r e s s as an agen t o f change (Cambr i dge , 1 9 7 9 ) , I , p . 3 0 3 . 

173 
them p r i n t e d in t h e f i r s t p l a c e . On t h e C a t h o l i c s i d e , one 'Mees te r 
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c e n s o r s h i p by c i v i l and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a u t h o r i t i e s c l e a r l y d e m o n s t r a t e s 

t h e impact t h a t o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c s f e a r e d h e t e r o d o x l i t e r a t u r e c o u l d 

e x e r t . On t h e e v a n g e l i c a l s i d e , t h e volume o f p a m p h l e t s p u b l i s h e d , 

t h e i r s a l e and d i s t r i b u t i o n in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s d e s p i t e the r i s k s 

i n v o l v e d , and t he d e d i c a t i o n o f some p r i n t e r s e v e n t o t he p o i n t o f 

m a r t y r d o m , a l l t e s t i f y t o an awareness o f t h e power o f t he p r i n t e d word , 

Perhaps L u t h e r was no t e x a g g e r a t i n g when he d e s c r i b e d p r i n t i n g as 

' G o d ' s h i g h e s t and e x t r e m i s t a c t o f g r a c e 
whereby t h e b u s i n e s s o f t h e Gospel i s d r i v e n 
f o r w a r d , ' 176 

176 I b i d . p . 3 0 4 . 



41 

CHAPTER 2 

THE ORIGINS OF THE DUTCH REFORMATION 

In h i s essay 'The o r i g i n s o f the f r e n c h r e f o r m a t i o n : a b a d l y - p u t 

q u e s t i o n ? ' Luc i en Febv re remarked t h a t t h e f i r s t h i s t o r i a n s o f t he 

F rench R e f o r m a t i o n were no t h i s t o r i a n s a t a l l b u t churchmen whose 

pu rpose was n o t a s y m p a t h e t i c s t u d y , bu t t o p r o v i d e t h e m s e l v e s w i t h 

r e l i g i o u s p r o p a g a n d a . ^ F e b v r e ' s remarks a r e e q u a l l y a p p l i c a b l e t o t h e 

e a r l y h i s t o r i e s o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s . Gerard B r a n d t ' s 

H i s t o r i e de r r e f o r m a t i e en ande re k e r k e l i j k e q e s c h i e d e n i s s e n in en 

o m t r e n t de Nede r l anden (1671 -1674 ) i s a case in p o i n t . B rand t 

( I 6 2 8 - I 6 8 5 ) was a R e m o n s t r a n t p r e a c h e r and as such had a t h e o l o g i c a l 

axe t o g r i n d . H i s a i m in w r i t i n g h i s H i s t o r i e d e r r e f o r m a t i e was t o 

e s t a b l i s h t h a t t he N e t h e r l a n d s had t h e i r own i n d i g e n o u s R e f o r m a t i o n 

t r a d i t i o n s t r e t c h i n g back f r o m the ' f o r e r u n n e r s ' o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n 

such as Wessel G a n s f o r t , t h r o u g h t o t h e Du tch r e f o r m e r , namely Erasmus, 

and t o o t h e r i n d i g e n o u s r e f o r m e r s such as A n g e l u s M e r u l a , C o r n e l l s 

C o o l t u y n , A n a s t a s i u s V e l u a n u s , Huber t D u i f h u i s and t h e Remons t ran t s o f 

t h e Synod o f D o r t . The C o u n t e r - R e m o n s t r a n t s , on t h e o t h e r hand, he 

saw as p a r t o f an a l i e n and f o r e i g n i m p o r t a t i o n . So e v i d e n t was t h i s 

a i m t h a t B rand t e n c o u n t e r e d s t r o n g o p p o s i t i o n w h i c h f o r c e d h im t o abandon 

t h e p r o j e c t and the r e m a i n i n g two volumes were c o m p l e t e d by h i s son . 

T h i s n o t i o n t h a t t h e R e f o r m a t i o n i n t h e Low C o u n t r i e s was 

e s s e n t i a l l y a home grown a f f a i r has been a c o n s t a n t theme in t h e 
2 

h i s t o r i o g r a p h y o f t h e Dutch R e f o r m a t i o n , I t r e a c h e d i t s h e i g h t s in t h e 

work o f F. P i j p e r ( 1 8 5 9 - 1 9 2 6 ) who c o i n e d t h e p h r a s e ' n a t i o n a l r e f o r m e d ' 

t o d e s c r i b e what he p e r c e i v e d as t h e i n d i g e n o u s R e f o r m a t i o n t r a d i t i o n 

1 L. F e b v r e , 'The o r i g i n s o f the f r e n c h r e f o r m a t i o n : a b a d l y - p u t 
q u e s t i o n ' , A new k i n d o f h i s t o r y , e d . P. Burke ( L o n d o n , 1973 ) , p . 4 7 . 

2 Decave le has n o t e d t h a t B e l g i a n h i s t o r i a n s have p l a c e d g r e a t e r 
emphas is on t h e r o l e o f L u t h e r t h a n Du tch s c h o l a r s who have t e n d e d 
t o s t r e s s t h e r o l e o f Erasmus and c e r t a i n ' f o r e r u n n e r s ' t o emphas ize 
t h e independence o f t h e Dutch R e f o r m a t i o n . See J , D e c a v e l e , De 
daqe raad van de r e f o r m a t i e in V l a a n d e r e n ( 1 5 2 0 - 1 5 6 5 ) ( B r u s s e l s , 1975) 
I , p . 5 8 9 . 
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i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , and was c o n t i n u e d by h i s p u p i l J , Lindeboom 

( 1 8 8 2 - 1 9 5 8 ) most n o t a b l y i n De c o n f e s s i o n e e l e o n t w i k k e 1 i n g der r e f o r m a t i e 

i n de Neder landen ( 1 9 4 6 ) . P a r t and p a r c e l o f t h i s h i s t o r i o g r a p h l e a l 

t r a d i t i o n was an emphas is on t he d i s t i n c t i v e o r i g i n s o f t he Dutch 

R e f o r m a t i o n . A g a i n t h e r e i s a p a r a l l e l w i t h t he h i s t o r i o g r a p h y o f t h e 

F rench R e f o r m a t i o n , L e f e v r e d ' E t a p l e s b e i n g h e l d by one s c h o l a r t o have 

t a u g h t L u t h e r a n ism b e f o r e L u t h e r , and even t o have t a u g h t i t t o L u t h e r 
3 

h i m s e l f . N i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y h i s t o r i a n s o f t h e D u t c h R e f o r m a t i o n 

l i k e w i s e ' d i s c o v e r e d ' N e t h e r l a n d s r e f o r m e r s a n t e d a t i n g L u t h e r . T i l e m a n 

Spengenberg , a F r a n c i s c a n f r o m G r o n i n g e n , f o r e x a m p l e , abandoned h i s 

c o n f e s s i o n a l in t h e e a r l y s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y o v e r t h e i s s u e o f 

i n d u l g e n c e s , a r g u i n g f o r t h e a l l s u f f i c i e n c y o f C h r i s t ' s d e a t h . A n o t h e r 

p r e - R e f o r m a t i o n c r i t i c o f i n d u l g e n c e s was t h e f a t h e r c o n f e s s o r o f t h e 

c o n v e n t a t M a r i e n g a a r d who w r o t e a book on t h e s u b j e c t in 1516, A 

m y s t e r i o u s Domin ican named Wou te r was s a i d t o have a t t a c k e d abuses in 

t h e Church as e a r l y as 1510, and G e l l i u s F a b e r , p a s t o r o f Je l sum, 

F r i e s l a n d , i s a l l e g e d t o have p reached t o h i s c o n g r e g a t i o n in an 
Z|. 

e v a n g e l i c a l s p i r i t f r o m 1514 onwards . 

The e v i d e n c e f o r t h e s e so c a l l e d r e f o r m e r s , h o w e v e r , rema ins 

u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . O f t e n we a r e e n t i r e l y dependent on s e v e n t e e n t h and 

e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y h i s t o r i e s o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n , and as a l r e a d y s u g g e s t e d 

such t r a d i t i o n s a r e no t c o m p l e t e l y r e l i a b l e . M o r e o v e r , some s u p p o s e d l y 

i n d i g e n o u s p r e - L u t h e r r e f o r m e r s a r e now t o t a l l y d i s c r e d i t e d . The 

o f t - q u o t e d Sermonen o f t h e m y s t e r i o u s F r a n c i s c a n N i c l a e s P e e t e r s , f o r 

5 

e x a m p l e , o r i g i n a l l y b e l i e v e d t o have been p r i n t e d i n 1520 a r e now 

known t o have been p u b l i s h e d a t l e a s t e i g h t and p r o b a b l y t w e n t y y e a r s 

l a t e r . What i s more , f a r f r o m b e i n g in t h e t r a d i t i o n o f i n d i g e n o u s 

Du tch e v a n g e l i c a l i s m , t h e y a r e s u b s t a n t i a l l y d e p e n d e n t on L u t h e r . ^ 

3 L. F e b v r e , 'The o r i g i n s o f t h e F rench R e f o r m a t i o n ' , p . 4 5 , 

4 J . L indeboom, De c o n f e s s i o n e e l e o n t w i k k e l i n g d e r r e f o r m a t i e in de 
Neder landen (The Hague, 1946 ) , p p . 3 6 - 3 7 . 

5 See J .G . De Hoop S c h e f f e r , G e s c h i e d e n i s de r k e r k h e r v o r m i n g in 
N e d e r l a n d van haar o n t s t a a n ^ t o t 1531 (Amsterdam, 1873)> p p . 1 1 7 - 1 1 8 , 
J , L indeboom, o p . c i t , p p , 3 7 - 3 8 and ^ IV , p . 3 9 9 . J . D e c a v e l e , o p . c i t 
I , p . 5 9 2 . 

6 See pp . 173-185 , 
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H a v i n g a r g u e d t h a t t h e Du tch R e f o r m a t i o n a n t e d a t e d Lu the ran ism in 

Germany t h e ' n a t i o n a l r e f o r m e d ' h i s t o r i o g r a p h i c a l t r a d i t i o n then 

s t r e s s e s t h e un ique q u a l i t y o f t he f i r s t y e a r s o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n p r o p e r 

i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , C h r i s t i a n humanism, i t i s a r g u e d , was t he a l l 

p e r v a d i n g i n f l u e n c e , and such a v i e w appears t o f i n d c o r r o b o r a t i o n in 

t h a t the champion o f t h i s c a u s e , D e s i d e r i u s E rasmus , was o f N e t h e r l a n d i s h 

o r i g i n . T h e o l o g i c a l l y , t o o , so t h e argument g o e s , t h e Dutch R e f o r m a t i o n 

was d i s t i n c t i v e . The Mennon i t e s c h o l a r , J ,G . De Hoop S c h e f f e r 

( 1 8 1 9 - 1 8 9 4 ) , f o r e x a m p l e , s t r e s s e d o p p o s i t i o n t o L u t h e r ' s v iew o f t h e 

L o r d ' s Supper in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s f r o m the v e r y b e g i n n i n g . For h im 

s a c r a m e n t a r i a n i s m , t h a t i s , a d e n i a l o f t h e r e a l p r e s e n c e o f C h r i s t ' s 

body and b l o o d i n t h e b read and w i n e , was synonymous w i t h e v a n g e l i c a l 
g 

b e l i e f i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s in t h e f i r s t decade o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n . 

The ' n a t i o n a l r e f o r m e d ' i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f the 

Dutch R e f o r m a t i o n has n o t , howeve r , been e n t i r e l y unopposed . As e a r l y 

as 1921 t h e L u t h e r a n h i s t o r i a n J , L o o s j e s a rgued t h a t De Hoop Sche f fe r fe 

d e s c r i p t i o n o f e a r l y Du tch e v a n g e l i c a l s as s a c r a m e n t a r i a n s was u n j u s t 

s i n c e s a c r a m e n t a r i a n o p i n i o n s d i d no t o c c u r b e f o r e 1 5 2 6 , ^ A c c o r d i n g 

t o L o o s j e s , between 1520 and 1525 t h e Dutch R e f o r m a t i o n was under t h e 

i n f l u e n c e o f L u t h e r . More r e c e n t l y , J . Trapman t o o k a s i m i l a r l i n e o f 

a r g u m e n t w h i l s t a v o i d i n g t h e a l l t o o a p p a r e n t c o n f e s s i o n a l b i a s o f 

L o o s j e s . 

W i t h o u t d o u b t , i t was L u t h e r who was t h e l e a d i n g l i g h t i n t h e f i r s t 

y e a r s o f t h e Dutch R e f o r m a t i o n . B e g i n n i n g in 1520 as many as t w e n t y 

e d i t i o n s o f L u t h e r appeared in Dutch in the n e x t f i v e y e a r s . A l t h o u g h 

f o r b i d d e n as e a r l y as Oc tobe r 1520, i n i t i a l l y L u t h e r ' s works c i r c u l a t e d 

r e l a t i v e l y f r e e l y and e v a n g e l i c a l o p i n i o n s were o f t e n o p e n l y espoused . 

Between 1520 and 1521 t w e n t y one L a t i n and t h i r t e e n D u t c h e d i t i o n s o f 

7 See, f o r e x a m p l e , F, P i j p e r , Erasmus en de n e d e r l a n d s c h e r e f o r m a t i e 
( L e i d e n , 1907 ) . 

8 J . G , De Hoop S c h e f f e r , o p . c i t , p p , 1 0 9 - 1 1 0 . 

9 J .G. L o o s j e s , G e s c h i e d e n i s der l u t h e r s c h e k e r k i n de N e d e r l a n d e n 
(The Hague, 1921 ) , p . 1 8 , 

10 J . T rapman, 'Le r S l e des " s a c r a m e n t a i r e s " des o r i g i n e s de la r e f o r m e 
j u s q u ' e n 1530 aux P a y s - B a s ' , NAK L X I I i ( 1 9 8 3 ) , p p . 1 - 2 4 . 

11 See NK1419-21, 1423 -28 , 3457, 3459 , 3 4 6 1 - 6 3 , 3 4 6 7 , 4 2 5 8 - 6 1 , 4365 . 
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L u t h e r ' s w r i t i n g s were p u b l i s h e d in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s w h i c h o p e n l y 
12 

acknow ledged L u t h e r ' s a u t h o r s h i p . T h i s p r a c t i c e came t o an end in 

1522-23 f o l l o w i n g t he commencement o f t h e r e p r e s s i o n o f t he e v a n g e l i c a l 

book t r a d e . Ye t i n 1520 an o u t s i d e r and a f o r e i g n e r , a l b e i t a famous 

one such as D u r e r , had no t r o u b l e in o b t a i n i n g L u t h e r ' s works w h i l s t 
13 

v i s i t i n g A n t w e r p . Abou t t h e same t i m e , a l s o i n A n t w e r p , Jacob 
P r a e p o s i t u s , p r i o r o f t h e A u g u s t i n i a n monas te r y o f t h e s a i d town and a 

f o r m e r s t u d e n t a t W i t t e n b e r g , was o p e n l y p r e a c h i n g t h e German r e f o r m e r ' s 
14 

message, 

However , L u t h e r was by no means t h e o n l y e v a n g e l i c a l a u t h o r known 

i n t he N e t h e r l a n d s between 1520 and 1525. The M e c h e l e n e d i c t o f 

17 J u l y 1526 f o r b a d t h e p u b l i c a t i o n , r e a d i n g o r p o s s e s s i o n o f t h e works 

o f s i x o t h e r e v a n g e l i c a l a u t h o r s name ly , Bugenhagen, K a r l s t a d t , 

M e l a n c h t h o n , O e c o l a m p a d i u s , F r a n q o i s Lambert and J u s t u s Jonas . M o r e o v e r , 

t h i s l i s t s u g g e s t s t h e a u t h o r i t i e s were w e l l aware o f t h e range o f 

e v a n g e l i c a l a u t h o r s a v a i l a b l e f o r , w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f Jonas , wo rks 

by a l l o f t h e s e r e f o r m e r s a r e known t o have been c i r c u l a t i n g in t h e 

N e t h e r l a n d s by 1526. 

An e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e s e w o r k s , t o g e t h e r w i t h i n d i g e n o u s p a m p h l e t s , 

s u p p l e m e n t e d by t r i a l e v i d e n c e f o r t h e p e r i o d w i l l e n a b l e us t o assess 

more c l e a r l y t h e c l a i m s o f p r e v i o u s h i s t o r i a n s t h a t t h e R e f o r m a t i o n i n 

t h e N e t h e r l a n d s was a ' home-g rown ' a f f a i r . What i n t h e eyes o f 

c o n t e m p o r a r i e s , i t must be a s k e d , were t h e key i s s u e s o f t h e Du tch 

R e f o r m a t i o n ? S ince i t i s i n t h e d o c t r i n e o f t h e L o r d ' s Supper t h a t 

Du tch e v a n g e l i c a l s a r e h e l d t o be most o r i g i n a l , we s h a l l b e g i n w i t h an 

e x a m i n a t i o n o f e u c h a r i s t i c t h e o l o g y in t he N e t h e r l a n d s between 1520 and 

1525 b e f o r e moving on t o c o n s i d e r o t h e r d o c t r i n a l p o i n t s a t i ssue , name ly , 

j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e , i n d u l g e n c e s and p u r g a t o r y , t h e s o u r c e o f 

a u t h o r i t y in t he C h u r c h , C h r i s t i a n f r e e d o m , c o n f e s s i o n and t h e sac rament 

o f penance , t h e m e d i a t o r i a l r o l e o f t he V i r g i n M a r y , s a i n t s and images, 

12 C .Ch.G. V i s s e r , L u t h e r ' s q e s c h r i f t e n in de N e d e r l a n d e n t o t 1546 
(Assen , 1969 ) , p p . 2 9 - 6 9 , n o s . l - l 4 , 18 -34 , 3 7 - 3 8 and 4 1 , 

13 A, o U r e r , D i a r y o f h i s j o u r n e y t o t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , 1520-1521 , ed . 
J . - A . G o r i s and G, Mar T i e r (London, 1971 ) , p p . 6 9 and 71-

14 Opvs e p i s t o l a r u m Pes Erasmi R o t e r o d a m i , e d , P . S . A l l e n ( O x f o r d , 
1 9 0 6 - 5 8 ) , I I I , p p . 6 0 6 - 6 0 7 . 
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and t h e p r i e s t h o o d o f a l l b e l i e v e r s . 

The a t t a c k o f t h e r e f o r m e r s on t h e C a t h o l i c d o c t r i n e o f t he mass 

was on two d i f f e r e n t p l a n e s and t o o k p l a c e in two s t a g e s . F i r s t came 

t h e r e p u d i a t i o n o f t h e C a t h o l i c t e a c h i n g t h a t t h e mass was a s a c r i f i c e 

and a good w o r k and t h e c o n s e q u e n t ' a b u s e s ' such as masses f o r t h e dead , 

and t h i s was f o l l o w e d by a d e n i a l o f t he r e a l p r e s e n c e o f C h r i s t ' s body 

and b l o o d i n t h e b read and w i n e . These two d i f f e r e n t emphases a r e 

r e f l e c t e d , as A l t h a u s has o b s e r v e d , in t h e w r i t i n g o f L u t h e r . The re a r e 

two d i s t i n c t phases in t h e w r i t i n g s o f t h e German r e f o r m e r on t h e Mass, 

t h e d i v i d i n g p o i n t b e i n g t h e c o n t r o v e r s y s u r r o u n d i n g t h e r e a l p resence 

c l 5 2 4 . In t he f i r s t s t a g e , L u t h e r a t t a c k e d t h e C a t h o l i c d o c t r i n e o f 

t h e Mass as a s a c r i f i c e and a good w o r k , and i n t h e second he a t t a c k e d 

15 
K a r l s t a d t and Z w i n g l i f o r t h e i r d e n i a l o f t h e r e a l p r e s e n c e . 

In t h e C a p t i v l t a t e baby I o n i c a e c c l e s i a e (1520 ) L u t h e r a rgued t h a t 

t h e c e n t r a l abuse o f t h e Roman d o c t r i n e o f t h e e u c h a r i s t was t he b e l i e f 

t h a t t h e mass was a s a c r i f i c e and a good w o r k : 

' T e r t i a c a p t i v i t a s e i usdem s a c r a m e n t i E s t l onge 
i m p i i s s i m u s i 1 l e a b u s u s , quo f a c t u m e s t , u t f e r e 
n i h i l s i t h o d i e in E c c l e s i a r e c e p t i u s ac mag i s 
pe rsuasum, quam Missam esse opus bonum e t 
s a c r i f i c i u m . Qui abusus d e i n d e i n u n d a v i t 
i n f i n i t o s a l i o s a b u s u s , donee f i d e s a c r a m e n t ! 
p e n i t u s e x t i n c t a meras n u n d i n a s , c a u p o n a t i o n e s 
e t q u a e s t u a r i o s quosdam c o n t r a c t u s e d i v i n o 
Sac ramento f e c e r l n t . ' 16 

The words o f C h r i s t a t t he Las t S u p p e r , he a r g u e d , c o n t a i n n o t h i n g abou t 

15 P. A l t h a u s , The t h e o l o g y o f M a r t i n L u t h e r ( P h i l a d e l p h i a , 1966 ) , p . 3 7 5 . 

16 W A 6 p . 5 1 2 . 'The t h i r d c a p t i v i t y o f t h i s s a c r a m e n t i s by f a r t h e 
most w i c k e d abuse o f a l l , i n consequence o f w h i c h t h e r e i s no o p i n i o n 
more g e n e r a l l y h e l d o r more f i r m l y b e l i e v e d in t h e c h u r c h t oday t h a n 
t h i s , t h a t t h e mass i s a good w o r k and a s a c r i f i c e . And t h i s abuse 
has b r o u g h t an e n d l e s s h o s t o f o t h e r abuses in i t s t r a i n , so t h a t 
t h e f a i t h o f t h i s sac rament has become u t t e r l y e x t i n c t and t h e h o l y 
sac rament has been t u r n e d i n t o mere m e r c h a n d i s e , a m a r k e t , and a 
p r o f i t - m a k i n g b u s i n e s s . ' L W XXXVI, p . 3 5 . 
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a work o r a s a c r i f i c e : r a t h e r t h e y r e f e r t o a t e s t a m e n t , t h a t i s , t o 

t h e p romise o f f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n s t h r o u g h C h r i s t ' s d e a t h , 

T h i s d e n i a l o f t he Mass as a s a c r i f i c e and a good work was adop ted 

by two o f t h e e a r l i e s t s u p p o r t e r s o f L u t h e r in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , H e n r i c u s 

Voes and Johannes van den Esschen, t h e Augus t i n i a n s f r om An twerp who 

became t h e p r o t o m a r t y r s o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n when t h e y were b u r n t t o d e a t h 

a t B r u s s e l s on 1 J u l y 1523. i t i s pe rhaps most c l e a r l y exp ressed in 

t h e f o r t y - t h i r d o f t h e i r s i x t y - o n e p r o p o s i t i o n s : 

'Das sac rament des a l t a r s h a l t keynn o p p e r u n g , 
aber das o p f e r i s t e y n s t e n am c r e u t z g e s c h e h e n , ' 

Such v iews a re a l s o r e f l e c t e d in the t h e o l o g y o f D u t c h pamphlet 

l i t e r a t u r e . In h i s Sch1ussreden ( 1 5 2 4 ) , t r a n s l a t e d i n t o Dutch 

c 1 5 2 4 - 2 5 , ^ ^ B a l t h a s a r Hubmaier , one t i m e C a t h o l i c p r i e s t and f u t u r e 

A n a b a p t i s t bu t a t t h i s s t a g e a Z w i n g l i a n , a s s e r t e d t h a t the mass was no t 

a s a c r i f i c e but a remembrance ( h e r d a c h t inghe) o f t h e d e a t h o f C h r i s t , 

N e i t h e r , he a r g u e d , was i t an o f f e r i n g , e i t h e r f o r t h e l i v i n g o r f o r t he 

dead : 

'M i sse en i s gheen o f f e r , maer een h e r d a c h t i n g h e 
des d o o t s C h r i s t ! m i t s den w e l c k e n s i n o c h , 
voor dooden noch voor leuende en mach g h e o f f e r t 
we rden , ' 20 

The f u l l e s t d e n u n c i a t i o n o f t h e C a t h o l i c d o c t r i n e o f t h e Mass in t h e 

e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e Du tch R e f o r m a t i o n is f ound i n t h e t r a n s l a t i o n o f an 

e v a n g e l i c a l s t a t e m e n t o f f a i t h w h i c h f i r s t appea red i n Nuremberg, Een 

g u l d e n o n d e r w i { s i n g e om t e a n t i w o o r d e n op a l l e p u n c t e n d i e de vyanden 
21 

der w a e r h e y t bybrenghen moghen ( 1 5 2 5 ) . C i t i n g Hebrews 7 : 2 7 , 

17 WA6 pp.512-14 ,LW XXXVI, p p . 3 6 - 3 8 . 

18 CD_ IV, p , 198, 'The sacrament o f t h e a l t a r has no e l e m e n t o f 
s a c r i f i c e , but t h e s a c r i f i c e happened once and f o r a l l upon t h e 
c r o s s . ' 

19 NK1145. 

20 BRN I , p . 1 2 1 , 'The mass is no t a s a c r i f i c e but a remembrance o f t h e 
d e a t h o f C h r i s t . T h e r e f o r e , i t i s no t an o f f e r i n g f o r t h e dead no r 
f o r t h e l i v i n g , ' From W.R. Es tep A n a b a p t i s t b e g i n n i n g s ( 1 5 2 3 - 1 5 3 3 ) : 
a s o u r c e book (N ieuwkoop , 1976) , p . 2 5 . 

21 NK1623. See p p . 2 9 7 - 2 9 8 . 
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Psa lm 1 1 0 : 4 , 1 P e t e r 3 : 1 8 and Hebrews 10 :18 as p r o o f t e x t s t h a t C h r i s t 

was s a c r i f i c e d once f o r a l l t i m e and t h e r e f o r e c a n n o t be r e - s a c r i f i c e d , 

t h e a u t h o r d e f i n e s t h e t r u e e v a n g e l i c a l mass as t h e t e s t a m e n t (as 

opposed t o t he o f f e r i n g ) o f C h r i s t , The i n f l u e n c e o f L u t h e r ' s Capt i v i t a t e 

baby I o n i c a e c c l e s i a e i s c l e a r l y d i s c e r n i b l e h e r e . S i n c e 1 P e t e r 2 : 9 

t eaches t h a t we a r e a l l p r i e s t s , he a r g u e s , t h i s means t h a t we a l l o f f e r 

s a c r i f i c e s , bu t t h e s e a r e no t e x t e r n a l and p h y s i c a l , t h a t i s , t hey a r e 

n o t a r e - e n a c t m e n t o f C a l v a r y o r o f t h e O ld T e s t a m e n t s a c r i f i c e s , but 
22 

t h e o f f e r i n g o f a l i f e o f a b roken s p i r i t . 

A l l t h i s i s no t t o say t h a t r e j e c t i o n o f t h e s a c r i f i c i a l n a t u r e o f 

t h e mass was a p r e - r e q u i s i t e o f e v a n g e l i c a l b e l i e f , Vanden o l d e n en 
23 

n ieuwen God, g e l o o v e ende l e e r e ( c l 5 2 4 ) , f o r e x a m p l e , w h i c h f i r s t 

appea red in German a t Bas le in 1521 and has been a t t r i b u t e d t o Joach im 

V a d i a n u s , t h e r e f o r m e r a t S t , G a l l , i s a wo rk o f s t r o n g e v a n g e l i c a l 

t e n d e n c i e s . I t a t t a c k s t h e e v o l u t i o n o f t h e power o f t h e papacy in an 

a t t e m p t t o show t h a t t h e e v a n g e l i c a l f a i t h i s based on t h e l i f e and 

p r a c t i c e o f t h e e a r l y c h u r c h and t h u s meets t he c h a r g e t h a t t h e 

e v a n g e l i c a l f a i t h i s n o v e l . When d e a l i n g w i t h t h e mass , however , t h e 

a u t h o r i s s u r p r i s i n g l y c o n s e r v a t i v e . He does no t a t t a c k t h e mass 

i t s e l f , bu t o n l y t h e abuses s u r r o u n d i n g i t , i n p a r t i c u l a r , ce remon ies 

w h i c h a r e n o t u n d e r s t o o d by t he common p e o p l e and t h e r e f o r e cause e r r o r s 

i n t h e f a i t h . A s i m p l e layman, f o r e x a m p l e , w o u l d see how much a t t e n t i o n 

a p r i e s t p a i d t o some r e l i c s and , as a r e s u l t , f o c u s on them r a t h e r t han 

t h e s a c r a m e n t : 

"AIs d i e s l e c h t e l eecke d i e dae r misse h o o r t , 
a l s u l c k e n h e e r l i c h e y t s i e t , ende daer d a t 
Sacrament g e h a n d e l t w e r t n a u w e l i c een c l e y n 
k e r s t e n b a r n t , so l oop hy w t e r m i sse ende 
v a l t v o o r d a t h e y l i c h d o m op z i j n k n y e n , i c 
g e l o o u e d a t t e r men ich i s , d i e d a t h e y l i c h d o m 
w a r a c h t i c h a e n b i d t , wt a I d u s d a n i g h e n machmen 
mercken , d a t meer aendach t ende r e u e r e n t i e 

22 Een g u l d e n o n d e r w i j s i n g e , O i r - O i i i i r , 

23 NK1013. See p p . 2 8 4 - 2 8 5 . 
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t o t t e n h e y l i c h d o m h e e f t ( d a t by a u e n t u e r e n 
van een s c h a l c k i s ) dan t o t t e n s a c r a m e n t , ' 24 

L i k e w i s e , t h e anonymous a u t h o r o f t h e Summa der g o d l i k e r s c r i f t u r e n 
25 

(1523 ) o r i g i n a l l y seems t o have had no q u a r r e l w i t h t h e Mass a d v i s i n g 

p a r e n t s t o send t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o Mass and t o h e a r t h e sermon. L a t e r , 

however, he fe .p i5 .cec i . . mi sse the e v a n g e l i c a l - s o u n d i n g phrase ' d a t 

a v o n t m a e l des H e e r e n ' . ^ ^ 

A t t a c k s on t h e d o c t r i n e o f t h e r e a l p r e s e n c e b e f o r e t h e R e f o r m a t i o n 

a r e n o t unknown. A n t i p a t h y t o t h i s p a r t i c u l a r t e n e t o f t h e C a t h o l i c 
27 

f a i t h was an i m p o r t a n t f e a t u r e o f E n g l i s h L o l l a r d y . In t h e 

N e t h e r l a n d s , t o o , p r e - R e f o r m a t i o n h e r e t i c s s o m e t i m e s r e j e c t e d t h e r e a l 

p r e s e n c e i n f a v o u r o f a s p i r i t u a l i s t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e L o r d ' s 

S u p p e r . In 1472, f o r i n s t a n c e , a p r i s o n e r a t T o u r n a i t e s t i f i e d t h a t 

C h r i s t was n o t p h y s i c a l l y p r e s e n t i n t h e mass b u t 

' s p i r i t u a l i t e r e t p e r g r a t i a m q u a s i i b i n i s i 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o p r e d i c t ! v e r i c o r p o r i s , ' 28 

On t h e v e r y eve o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n t h e r e a r e l e s s e x p l i c i t cases o f 

h e t e r o d o x v i e w s o f t h e L o r d ' s S u p p e r , In 1517 a t Oudenaarde T o r r e k e n 

v a n d e r P e r r e was f l o g g e d . In 1518 a t B r u s s e l s Laudken van Moeseke was 

beheaded and In 1519 a t A n t w e r p K a t h e l l j n e J a n s s e s n was s e n t e n c e d t o a 

p i l g r i m a g e t o Rome, a l l f o r t h e same c r i m e o f b l a s p h e m y a g a i n s t t h e 

29 
h o l y s a c r a m e n t . 

24 BRN I , p . 9 3 . 'As t h e s i m p l e layman h e a r s mass a n d sees s u c h pomp, 
w h e r e a s when t h e Sac ramen t i s h a n d l e d s c a r c e l y a s m a l l c a n d l e i s 
b u r n t , so he comes away f r o m mass and f a l l s b e f o r e t h e r e l i c s on h i s 
k n e e s . I b e l i e v e t h a t t h e r e a r e many who t r u l y w o r s h i p r e l i c s , f o r 
by s u c h t h i n g s many men p e r c e i v e more a t t e n t i o n a n d r e v e r e n c e 
t o w a r d s t h e r e l i c s ( t h a t i n c i d e n t a l l y a r e a f r a u d ) t h a n t o w a r d s t h e 
s a c r a m e n t , ' 

25 E a r l i e s t e d i t i o n NK01134. O t h e r e d i t i o n s N K I 9 6 8 - 6 9 , 3 9 1 0 - 1 1 . See p p . 3 0 8 - 3 0 9 . 

26 Met o u d s t e n e d e r l a n d s c h e v e r b o d e n boek 1523. OecoRomIca C h r i s t i a n a . 
Summa d e r q e d l i k e r s e r r f t u r e n , e d . J . J , v a n T b o r e n e i # e r s e n ( L e i d e n , , 
1 8 8 2 ) , p . 172: l " - ^ 

27 See J . A . F . Thomson, The l a t e r l o l l a r d s , 1 4 1 4 - 1 5 2 0 ( O x f o r d , 1 9 6 5 ) , 
p . 2 4 6 and N .P . T a n n e r , H e r e s y t r i a l s i n t h e d i o c e s e o f N o r w i c h , 
1 4 2 8 - 3 1 , Camden f o u r t h s e r i e s , XX ( L o n d o n , 1 9 7 7 ) , p . 12. 

28 J . D e c a v e l e , o p . c i t , I , p . 5 9 1 . ' S p i r i t u a l l y a n d t h r o u g h g r a c e because 
i t ( t h e b r e a d ) Is o n l y t h e r e as a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e a f o r e s a i d 
t r u e b o d y . ' 

29 CD I V , p p . 6 , 8 and 11. 
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From 1525 onwards d e n i a l s o f t h e r e a l p r e s e n c e by Dutch e v a n g e l i c a l s 

p r o l i f e r a t e . In May o f t h a t y e a r t e n s o - c a l l e d L u t h e r a n s were condemned 
30 

a t Mons f o r r e j e c t i n g t h e r e a l p r e s e n c e . Four mon ths l a t e r , a w i t n e s s 

a t t he t r i a l o f one W i l l e m d i e Cuper o f U t r e c h t t e s t i f i e d t h a t t h e 

d e f e n d a n t had i n s i s t e d t h a t t h e sac rament o f t h e a l t a r was no more t han 
3 1 

b r e a d , and a t Le i den i n t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r Jan C o r n e l i s z , a s l a t e r by 

t r a d e , a l s o d e n i e d t h a t C h r i s t was m a t e r i a l l y p r e s e n t i n t he b read and 

w i n e , q u o t i n g S c r i p t u r e t e x t s (Mat thew 2 4 : 24 -27 a n d A c t s 17 :22 -24 ) in 
32 

s u p p o r t o f h i s v i e w . Such o p i n i o n s were p o p u l a r amongst l a i t y and 

c l e r g y a l i k e . The l e s s w e l l - e d u c a t e d s t a t e d t h e i r c o n v i c t i o n s c r u d e l y 

and s i m p l y , 

' I c houde V Sacrament voo r b r o o t ende m e e l , 
ende waer ghy 1 ieden d a t voo r eenen Godt 
h o u t , so segge i c , d a t t e t uwen d u y u e l i s ' 

Wendelmoet C l a e s d o c h t e r t h e w idow o f Monnikendam m a r t y r e d a t The Hague 
33 

on 20 November 1527 d e c l a r e d when asked he r o p i n i o n on t h e s a c r a m e n t , 

N i c o l a a s Van de r E l s t , p r i e s t o f S t , J a c o b s k e r k a t A n t w e r p and l e a d e r o f 

an e v a n g e l i c a l c o n v e n t i c l e d i s c o v e r e d a t B r u s s e l s i n 1527, on t h e o t h e r 

hand , o f f e r e d a more p o s i t i v e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f w h a t t o o k p l a c e a t t h e 

L o r d ' s S u p p e r , p e r c e i v i n g C h r i s t as s p i r i t u a l l y b u t n o t p h y s i c a l l y 

p r e s e n t , 

Between 1520 and 1524, howeve r , no e v a n g e l i c a l t r i e d f o r h e r e s y was 

c o n v i c t e d o f c l e a r s a c r a m e n t a r i a n o p i n i o n s , G.H, W i l l i a m s a rgued t h a t 

t h e remark o f Jan de Bakker a t h i s t r i a l i n 1525 r e c o r d e d and p u b l i s h e d 

a f t e r h i s e x e c u t i o n by W i l l e m Gnapheus as t h e D i s p u t a c i e . . . t u s s c h e n 

d i e k e t t e r m e e s t e r s en Jan van Woorden ( c 1 5 2 5 - 2 9 ) 

'Wanneer d i e woorden Gods worden v e r h a e l t ende 
v o o r g h e l e y t onder den g h e l o o u i g h e n c h r i s t e n e n , 
dae r i s d a t w a r a c h t i g h e g h e b r u y c k des s a c r a m e n t s ' 

30 A. de Lusy , Le j o u r n a l d ' u n b o u r g e o i s de Mons, 1 5 0 5 - 1 5 3 6 , e d . 
A . L o u a r t ( B r u s s e l s , 1969) ,~pp73 57 - 58 , 

31 CD I V , p , 3 7 2 . 

32 C2 V, p p . 1 3 9 - 4 0 . 

33 £D V, p . 2 8 0 . ' I h o l d your sac rament t o be b read and f l o u r , and i f you 
h o l d i t as God, I say t h a t i t i s y o u r d e v i l , ' 

34 A . R . A . B r u s s e l s : P a p i e r s d ' E t a t e t de 1 ' a u d i e n c e 1177^ , f 9 9 v ° . 
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35 

was ' s u r e l y n o t L u t h e r a n ' , but L u t h e r h i m s e l f t a u g h t t h a t t h e s i g n s 

o f t h e sacrament a r e l ess i m p o r t a n t t han t h e w o r d s : 

'Nu a Is v i 1 mehr 1 i g t an dem t e s t a m e n t den an 
dem s a c r a m e n t , a l s o l i g t v i 1 mehr an den w o r t e n 
den an den z e y c h e n , dan d i e zeychen muegen wol 
n i t s e i n , das dennoch der mensch d i e w o r d e , und 
a l s o on s a c r a m e n t , doch n i t an t e s t a m e n t s e l i g 
we rde , ' 36 

Indeed , Jan de Bakker was p a r t i c u l a r l y r e l u c t a n t t o comment on t h e 

q u e s t i o n o f t h e r e a l p r e s e n c e , a r g u i n g t h a t t h i s w o u l d be t o c a s t p e a r l s 
37 

b e f o r e s w i n e . The same can be s a i d o f t h e A u g u s t i n i a n m a r t y r s f r om 

An twe rp who s a i d t h a t t h e y d i d no t know w h e t h e r t h e b read remained in 

the sac rament a f t e r t h e c o n s e c r a t i o n . Yet they a l s o s a i d t h a t t hey were 

no t a b l e t o u n d e r s t a n d w h e t h e r a layman w i t h o u t o r d i n a t i o n c o u l d 

t r a n s f o r m t h e body o f C h r i s t i f he were t o say t o i t 'be t r a n s f o r m e d ' , 

w h i c h m i g h t imp ly t h a t t hey b e l i e v e d in t h e r e a l p r e s e n c e s i n c e t h e y 

d i d n o t d i s p u t e t h a t i t i s p o s s i b l e t o t r a n s f o r m t h e b r e a d , bu t were 
g O 

s i m p l y unsure as t o w h e t h e r a layman had t h i s p o w e r . 

E v a n g e l i c a l t r a c t s p u b l i s h e d in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s between 1520 and 

1525 a l s o make no m e n t i o n o f s a c r a m e n t a r i a n i s m . T a k e , f o r e x a m p l e , t h e 

f i r s t two e v a n g e l i c a l books t o be f o r b i d d e n by name in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s 

by t h e e d i c t o f 23 March 1524, t h e Matthews e v a n g e l i e (1522) o f Johan 
39 

P e l t , and t h e Summa der g o d l i k e r s c r i f t u r e n . The M a t t h e u s e v a n g e 1 i e 

c o n t a i n s a c o n s e r v a t i v e g l o s s on t h e e u c h a r i s t w h i c h had been r e j e c t e d 

35 G.H, W i l l i a m s , The r a d i c a l r e f o r m a t i o n ( P h i l a d e l p h i a , I 9 6 2 ) , p . 3 4 4 . 
See £D IV, p . 4 8 2 . 'Whenever t h e word o f God i s r e h e a r s e d and b r o u g h t 
b e f o r e b e l i e v i n g c h r i s t i a n s , t h e r e i s t h e t r u e c e l e b r a t i o n o f t h e 
s a c r a m e n t ' . 

36 Sermon von dem neuen T e s t a m e n t , das i s t von d e r h e i l i g e n Messe ( 1 5 2 0 ) , 
WA6 p . 3 6 3 . L W XXXV p . 9 1 , 'Now as t h e t e s t a m e n t i s much more i m p o r t a n t 
t han t h e s a c r a m e n t , so t h e words a r e much more i m p o r t a n t t han t h e 
s i g n s . For t h e s i g n s m i g h t w e l l be l a c k i n g , i f o n l y one has t h e 
w o r d s ; and thus w i t h o u t s a c r a m e n t , y e t no t w i t h o u t t e s t a m e n t , one 
m i g h t be saved . ' 

37 CD IV, p . 4 7 1 . 

38 CD IV , p p . 1 9 6 - 1 9 7 . 

39 NK369. 
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by Lu the r in h i s C a p t i v i t a t e b a b y l o n i c a e c c l e s i a e . ^ ^ The Summa, on t h e 

o t h e r hand, s c a r c e l y men t i ons t h e L o r d ' s Supper , a n d when i t does in 

c h a p t e r seven , t he a u t h o r does n o t , as J . A l t o n Tempi in has sugges ted , 
1 41 

deny the r e a l p r e s e n c e : 

'Da t is s i j n t e s t a m e n t geweest da t h i ons gemaect 
h e e f t , ende daer i s hy op g e s t o r v e n , Ende op da t 
wi da t seke r souden g e l o v e n , so h e e f t h i h i e r ons 
g e l a t e n t o t een s e k e r t e y k e n s i j n h e y l i c h 1ichaem 
t o t een s p i j s , ende s i j n h e y l i c h b l o e t t o t een 
d r a n c k . A l s s i n t e Lucas s c r i j f t in s i j n . x x i i , 
cap i : Doe onse heere sa t in den l a e t s t e n 
avon tmae l met s i j n d i s c i p u l e n ; so g a f h i haer 
t b r o o t , seggende. Neemt ende e e t d i t i s m i j n 
1 ichaem, da t voor u s a l g e l e v e r t wo rden . Ende 
den k e l c k , D r y n c t daer wt a l l e t e same, d i t i s 
d i e k e l c k des n ieuwen t e s t a m e n t s in m i j n b l o e t , 
d a t voer u ende voer v e e l menschen s a l g e s t o r t 
worden t o t v e r g h i f f e n i s s e der sonden, Ende da t 
1ichaem Is een pan t s i j n d e r l l e f d e n t o t o n s , ende 
daer bowen h e e f t h i h i e r g e l a t e n s i n e n g h e e s t in 
ons h e r t e , d i e ons h i e r op der were I t v e r t r o e s t in 
onse t r i b u l a c l e n , ' 42 

Mere ly t o speak o f t he b read and w ine as s i g n s ( t e y k e n ) i s no t i n d i c a t i v e 

o f s a c r a m e n t a r i a n l s m . L u t h e r does t h i s In h i s e a r l y t r a c t s on the L o r d ' s 

Supper , most n o t a b l y in h i s Sermon von dem H o c h w i r d i g e n Sacrament des 

h e i l l q e n waren Leychnams C h r i s t i (1519) and the Sermon von dem newen 

Testament das i s t von der h e y l i g e n Messe ( 1 5 2 0 ) . T h a t t h e a u t h o r o f 

40 J, Trapman, 'Le r o l e des " s a c r a m e n t a l r e s " ' p . 1 0 . 

41 J . A l t o n Tempi i n , 'Oeconomica C h r i s t i a n a . B i b l i c a l humanism in the 
Nether lands , 1 5 2 3 ' , MQR LVI ( 1 9 8 2 ) , pp .246 -24? . 

42 Ha oudste neder Igidseh^ verbode n boek, p. 139. ' T h i s i s h i s t e s t a m e n t t h a t 
he has made f o r us and f o r w h i c h he d i e d . And so t h a t we wou ld 
f i r m l y b e l i e v e , he has p r o v i d e d us w i t h a su re s i g n o f h i s ho l y body 
f o r f ood and h i s ho l y b l o o d f o r d r i n k . As S t . Luke w r o t e in h i s 
t w e n t y - s e c o n d c h a p t e r , 'When t h e Lord s a t in t h e L a s t Supper w i t h 
h i s d i s c i p l e s , he gave them the bread s a y i n g , " T a k e , e a t , t h i s i s my 
body w h i c h s h a l l be g i v e n f o r y o u , " And t h e cup, " D r i n k o f i t a l l 
t o g e t h e r , t h i s i s the cup o f t h e t e s t a m e n t in my b l o o d , t h a t w i l l be 
shed f o r t h e f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n s f o r you and f o r many men . " And 
t h a t body is a p ledge o f h i s l ove towards us , and beyond t h i s he has 
l e f t h i s S p i r i t in our h e a r t , t h a t we in t h i s w o r l d may be c o m f o r t e d 
in ou r t r i b u l a t i o n s . ' 
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t h e Summa does n o t deny t h e r e a l p r e s e n c e by c a l l i n g t h e bread and w i n e 

' s i g n s ' i s c o n f i r m e d by h i s r e f e r e n c e t o t h e b r e a d as d a t 1 ichaem. 

I t i s w e l l known t h a t one Du tch e v a n g e l i c a l name ly C o r n e l l s Hoen, 

a l awyer f r o m The Hague, d i d h o l d a s p i r i t u a l i s t i c v i e w o f the L o r d ' s 

Supper a t t h i s t i m e . As a r e s u l t o f t h e d i s c o v e r y o f some o f t h e 

w r i t i n g s o f Wessel G a n s f o r t Hoen w r o t e h i s E p i s t o l a C h r i s t i a n a admodum 

( c 1 5 2 0 - 2 1 ) in w h i c h he a r g u e d t h a t C h r i s t ' s words ' h o c e s t co rpus meum' 

s h o u l d be u n d e r s t o o d a s t h i s s i g n i f i e s my body . F o r Hoen C h r i s t ' s 

i n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e e u c h a r i s t c o u l d be compared t o a b r i d e g r o o m g i v i n g 

h i s b r i d e a r i n g as a p l e d g e o f h i s g i v i n g o f h i m s e l f , Hoen was a n x i o u s 

t o hear t h e j udgemen t o f l e a d i n g r e f o r m e r s on h i s v i e w s , but was t o o o l d 

t o t r a v e l . The E p i s t o l a a l o n g w i t h some w r i t i n g s o f Wessel G a n f o r t was 

t h e r e f o r e t a k e n t o W i t t e n b e r g by a f e l l o w - e v a n g e l i c a l named Hinne Rode 

who was r e c t o r o f t h e house o f t h e B r e t h r e n o f t h e Common L i f e a t 

U t r e c h t . L u t h e r was d e l i g h t e d w i t h t h e works o f Wesse l G a n s f o r t , but 

r e j e c t e d t he E p i s t o l a o u t o f hand . Rode t h e r e f o r e j o u r n e y e d s o u t h 

v i s i t i n g B a s l e , Z u r i c h and S t r a s b o u r g where Hoen 's l e t t e r f ound a much 

more f a v o u r a b l e r e c e p t i o n . The E p i s t o l a was e d i t e d and p u b l i s h e d by 

Z w i n g l i a t Z u r i c h p r o b a b l y in September 1525 and w i t h i n a y e a r a L a t i n 

43 
r e p r i n t and two German t r a n s l a t i o n s had a p p e a r e d . 

The p u b l i c a t i o n o f Hoen ' s l e t t e r by Z w i n g l i gave t h e Ne the r l a n d e r ' s 

v iews a European s t a g e f r o m 1525 o n w a r d s . Between 1520 and 1524, 

howeve r , Hoen 's s p i r i t u a l i s t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e L o r d ' s Supper made 

no impact w h a t s o e v e r in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , T r u e H inne Rode must have 

a c c e p t e d Hoen 's v i e w , bu t he does not appear t o have h e l d t o i t w i t h 

u n s w e r v i n g a l l e g i a n c e . I f we a c c e p t P r o f e s s o r de B r u i n ' s a t t r i b u t i o n o f 

t h e t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e Z u r i c h B i b l e i n t o Du tch t o Rode , t h e n t h i s 

h3 W,A, K o o l o o s , ' C o r n e l l s Hoen en z i j n a v o n d m a a l s b r i e f ' , ( T i l b u r g 
d o c t o r a a I s c r i p t i e , 1981 ) , p p . 2 3 - 3 7 , Hoen 's l e t t e r , as p u b l i s h e d by 
Z w i n g l i , i s t r a n s l a t e d and r e p r i n t e d in F o r e r u n n e r s o f t h e r e f o r m a t i o n , 
e d . H .A . Oberman ( C a m b r i d g e , M a s s a c h u s e t t s , 1 9 6 3 ) , p p . 2 6 8 - 2 7 8 , 

44 C.C. De B r u i n , ' H i n n e R o d e ' , Met s t i c h t van b i n n e n en b u y t e n e n , 
bunde l o p s t e l l e n o v e r de q e s c h i e d e n i s van de p r o v i n c e U t r e c h t 
aanqeboden aan d r M,P. van Buyten b i j d i e n s z e v e n t i g s t e v e r j a a r d a g 
( O u d - U t r e c h t , 1 9 8 1 ) , p p , 2 0 0 - 2 0 1 , 
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c o n v e r t t o H o e n ' s v i e w s was p r e p a r e d t o s u p p r e s s t h e s e b e l i e f s i n 

f a v o u r o f L u t h e r ' s c o n s e r v a t i v e g l o s s e s on p a s s a g e s r e l a t i n g t o t h e 

L o r d ' s Supper i n t h e t r a n s l a t i o n . S u r e l y t h i s s u g g e s t s t h a t even f o r 

H i n n e Rode t h e r e a l p r e s e n c e was s i m p l y n o t a p o i n t a t i s s u e i n t h e 

e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n ; one s h o u l d be p r e p a r e d t o s e t a s i d e 

p e r s o n a l b e l i e f s f o r t h e g r e a t e r cause o f t h e G o s p e l , M o r e o v e r , s i n c e 
45 

H o e n ' s l e t t e r was n o t p u b l i s h e d i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s u n t i l I65O i t i s 

d i f f i c u l t t o see how h i s v i e w s c o u l d have been known t h e r e o u t s i d e h i s 

s m a l l c i r c l e o f e v a n g e l i c a l l y m inded f r i e n d s w h i c h i n c l u d e d Rode, W i l l e m 

Gnapheus , Jan de B a k k e r , F r e d e r i k Hondebeke and W i l l e m S o n d e r d a n c k . 

I f H o e n ' s v i e w s we re n o t p a r t i c u l a r l y i n f l u e n t i a l i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s 

how t h e n d i d s a c r a m e n t a r i a n i s m come t o t h e f o r e i n t h e y e a r s a f t e r 1525? 
46 

One p o s s i b l e s o u r c e i s t h e w r i t i n g s o f A n d r e a s K a r l s t a d t . K a r l s t a d t ' s 

w o r k s we re f o r b i d d e n by t h e Meche len e d i c t o f J u l y 1526^^ and a t l e a s t 

one o f h i s t r a c t s was i n c i r c u l a t i o n i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s a b o u t t h i s 
48 

t i m e . C e r t a i n l y K a r l s t a d t ' s i d i o s y n c r a t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e words 

' h o c e s t c o r p u s meum' , t h a t i s , t h a t hoc r e f e r r e d t o C h r i s t ' s p h y s i c a l 
"" 49 

body and n o t t o t h e b r e a d was known a t Veere by 1 5 2 9 . M o r e o v e r , a t 

l e a s t one o f K a r l s t a d t ' s w o r k s on t h e L o r d ' s Supper was known in E a s t 

F r i e s l a n d by 1526. In t h a t y e a r G e o r g i u s A p o r t a n u s , p r e a c h e r a t Emden, 

c o m p i l e d a l i s t o f f o r t y - e i g h t a r t i c l e s d e a l i n g w i t h t h e L o r d ' s Supper 

w h i c h e m p h a s i z e d a s p i r i t u a l i s t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e S a c r a m e n t . The 

t w e n t y - s i x t h o f t h e s e a r t i c l e s was b o r r o w e d f r o m K a r l s t a d t ' s 

G e s p r e c h b u c h l e i n ( 1 5 2 4 ) . 

45 W.A . K o o l o o s , o p . c i t , p . 3 8 . 

4 6 I t was s u g g e s t e d as e a r l y as 1917 t h a t K a r l s t a d t ' s i n f l u e n c e upon 
s a c r a m e n t a r i a n i s m i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s may have been u n d e r e s t i m a t e d . 
See K . Vos , ' K a r l s t a d t o f Z w i n g l i ? ' D o o p s g e z i n d e b i j d r a g e n LVI ( 1 9 1 7 ) , 

p p . 9 0 - 9 7 . 

4 7 ROPB i i s e r i e I I , p . 4 0 2 . 

4 8 NKOI297. 

49 J . G . De Hoop S c h e f f e r , o p . c i t . p p . 5 1 2 - 5 1 4 . 
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A p o r t a n u s K a r l s t a d t 
"De f rame K o n l n c k Juda E d z e c h l a s " D i e a u f f g e r i c h t e sch langen nam 

yn 4 . boeck de r Kon inge am E z e c h i a s weg unnd z e r p r a c h zy 
a c h t i e n d e , s l o e c h yn s t u c k e n de des m i s s p r a u c h s ha lben das auch 
m e t a l e n S iangan, a l s he s a c h , ungeach t dass sy G o t t sebs h e t t 
d a t se de j o e d e n mysbrueckeden a u f f g e r i c h t , " 50 
und sede t h o e n e , da t ys man 
K o p p e r , " 

A second l i k e l y s o u r c e o f s a c r a m e n t a r i a n v i e w s i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s 

i s t h e Sou te r o f t h e L u t h e r a n t h e o l o g i a n Johannes Bugenhagen p u b l i s h e d 

by Johannes H o o c h s t r a t e n i n 1 5 2 6 . ^ ' F i r s t a p p e a r i n g as In 1 ib rum 
52 

psa lmorum i n t e r p r e t a t i o in 1524 Bugenhagen 's commenta ry on t h e Psalms 

was t r a n s l a t e d i n t o German by M a r t i n Bucer and p u b l i s h e d in January 
53 

1526, Bugenhagen h i m s e l f h e l d o r t h o d o x L u t h e r a n v i ews on t h e r e a l 

p r e s e n c e , but as w e l l as t r a n s l a t i n g t h e Pomeran ian r e f o r m e r ' s t e x t 
54 

Bucer a l s o e d i t e d Psalm I I I : 4 f i n f a v o u r o f a s p i r i t u a l i s t i c v i e w o f 

t h e L o r d ' s S u p p e r . S i nce t he Dutch e d i t i o n was based on t h e German 

t e x t B u c e r ' s a rgumen ts a g a i n s t t h e r e a l p resence w e r e r e p r o d u c e d in t h e 

S o u t e r . 

F o l l o w i n g t h e a rguments o f W y c l i f and o t h e r s b e f o r e him Bucer 

a s s e r t e d t h a t s i n c e C h r i s t i s i n heaven he canno t be a d o r e d in t h e b read 

as i n t he ceremony o f t h e mass: 

' 0 god o n t f e r m t u m i j n d d a t h i ons h e e f t h e e t e n 
e t e n . I s t d a t wi seggen d a t t e t ons g o e t d u n c t 
ende d a t e t t o t s i j n d e r e e r e n i s s a l d a t ghenoech 
s i j n ? So s u l l e n w i de r p a p i s t e n c e r e m o n i e n ende 
i n s e t t i n g h e n weder v e e l op onsen h a l s h a l e n , Wi 
s i e n we 1 w i e da t a l s u l c k e goede meyn inge i n 
g e b r a c h t hebben* Daer om b id tmen C h r i s t u m aen 

50 M, Smid, O s t f r i e s i s c h e K i r c h e n q e s c h i c h t e ( R a u t e n b e r g , 1974 ) , p . 1 2 7 . 
A p o r t a n u s a l s o bo r rowed f r o m L u t h e r ' s Sermon von dem newen T e s t a m e n t , 
das i s t von de r h e y l i g e n Messe, M, Smid, o p . c i t . p . 1 2 6 , 

51 NK508. See p p . 2 6 8 - 2 6 9 . 

52 Index a u r e 1 i e n s i s 126 ,824 , 

53 Index a u r e l i ens i s 126 ,899 , 

54 In t h e t e x t i t s e l f t h e psa lm in q u e s t i o n i s t he h u n d r e d and t e n t h . 
T h i s i s because t h e e n u m e r a t i o n In t h e commentary f o l l o w e d t h e 
V u l g a t e w h i c h u n i t e d t h e n i n t h and t e n t h psalms i n t o a s i n g l e p s a l m . 
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t o t t e r r e c h t e r han t s i j n s vade rs inden g h e e s t 
wantmen g h e l o o f t ende b e l i j t d a t h i o n s e e e n i g h e 
s a l i c h e y t i s , ' 55 

Bo th Bugenhagen and L u t h e r were f u r i o u s a t t h e l i b e r t i e s Bucer had t a k e n 

w i t h t h e o r i g i n a l t e x t , and were p a r t i c u l a r l y c o n c e r n e d t h a t such 

h e r e s i e s were t o be r e p r o d u c e d in t h e Du tch e d i t i o n o f t h e commentary . 

As a r e s u l t , an a p p e n d i x was p r i n t e d in some c o p i e s o f t h e Sou te r 

c o r r e c t i n g B u c e r ' s ' e r r o r s ' . T h i s r e c e n t l y d i s c o v e r e d a p p e n d i x 

c o n t a i n s a L u t h e r a n r e f u t a t i o n o f B u c e r ' s t e a c h i n g on t h e s a c r a m e n t , a 

p r e v i o u s l y unknown l e t t e r o f L u t h e r t o Du tch e v a n g e l i c a l s , a l e t t e r o f 

Bugenhagen, and a new Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e commentary on Psalm 111 
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based on Bugenhagen 's o r i g i n a l L a t i n t e x t . T h i s a p p e n d i x is i m p o r t a n t 

because i t i n d i c a t e s t h e e x i s t e n c e o f a e u c h a r i s t i c c o n t r o v e r s y in t h e 

N e t h e r l a n d s in 1526, Though L u t h e r ' s v iews on t h e L o r d ' s Supper were 

now under t h r e a t , t h e L u t h e r a n s by t h e i r r esponse show t h a t t h e y d i d 

n o t c o n s i d e r t h e i r cause t o be c o m p l e t e l y l o s t . E v i d e n t l y t h e r e were 

some e v a n g e l i c a l s in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s who s t i l l h e l d t o a b e l i e f i n t h e 
rO 

r e a l p r e s e n c e . S e c o n d l y , t h e , a p p e n d i x i n d i c a t e s t h e t y p e s o f 

s a c r a m e n t a r i a n b e l i e f c i r c u l a t i n g in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s a t t h i s t i m e ; t h a t 

i s , t h e v i e w o f Hoen, a l m o s t c e r t a i n l y t r a n s m i t t e d v i a Z w i n g l i , t h a t 

' i s ' e q u a l s ' s i g n i f i e s ' and K a r l s t a d t ' s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f ' t h i s ' w i t h 

C h r i s t ' s p h y s i c a l body : 

55 J . Bugenhagen, S o u t e r e d . M. B u c e r , M M i i i r , ' 0 God have p i t y on me 
because he has b i d d e n us t o e a t . Is i t enough t o say t h a t i t p l e a s e s 
us and i t i s done t o h i s honour? In t h i s way we s h a l l once a g a i n 
b r i n g upon o u r s e l v e s p a p i s t ce remon ies and i n s t i t u t i o n s . We w e l l 
know what such a good o p i n i o n has b r o u g h t a b o u t . T h e r e f o r e we 
s h o u l d p ray i n t h e S p i r i t t o C h r i s t who i s a t t h e r i g h t hand o f t h e 
F a t h e r f o r we b e l i e v e and c o n f e s s t h a t he i s o u r e t e r n a l s a l v a t i o n . ' 

56 R e p r i n t e d and d i s c u s s e d by G, Hammer, 'Der S t r e i t urn Bucer in 
A n t w e r p e n . E i n r a t s e l v o l l e r T e x t f u n d und e i n u n b e k a n n t e r L u t h e r b r i e f , 
L u t h e r i a n a , Zum 500 . G e b u r t s t a g M a r t i n L u t h e r s von den M i t a r b e i t e r n 
d e r Weimarer Ausgabe ( C o l o g n e - V i e n n a , 1 9 8 4 ) , p p . 3 9 3 - 4 5 4 . T h e r e a r e 
f i v e e x t a n t c o p i e s o f t h e S o u t e r . The a p p e n d i x a p p e a r s in o n l y o n e , 
t h a t l o c a t e d in S t u t t g a r t L a n d e s b i b l i o t h e k . 

57 G. Hammer, 'Der S t r e i t urn Bucer i n A n t w e r p e n ' , p p . 3 9 5 - 9 6 , 

58 I b i d . p . 4 3 4 , 
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'Want nu g h i van C h r i s t o v e r l i c h t s i j t , so s i e t 
g h i , hoe g r o o t d i e s t o u t h e y t dese r g h e e s t e n i s , 
w e l c k e den o p e n t l i c k e n ende a I d e r c l a e r s t e n 
woorden C h r i s t i , ende ooc met d i e a I d e r s e k e r s t e n 
omstaenden ende navo lgenden woorden b e v e s t i c h t 
( d e r w a r a c h t i c h t e s i j n d a t 1 ichaem ende b l o e t 
C h r i s t i ) , do rven so onbeschaemt haer v e r s i e r d e 
droomen ende g l o s e n v o o r t b r e n g e n , Ende d i e 
eene d a t woordeken " i s " v o e r " h e t b e d i c t " , d i e 
a n d e r e d a t woordeken " d a t " v o e r den o p e n t l i c k e n 
s i t t e n d e 1ichaem C h r i s t i . D ie andere nemen da t 
1 ichaem v o o r t b e d u y t s e l des l i chaems C h r i s t i , 

d i e ande re droomen a n d e r s , ' 59 

The Un io d i s s i d e n t i u m (1527) o f Hermanus B o d i u s and i t s p a r t i a l 

Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n t h e Scutum f i d e i ( 1 5 2 7 - 2 9 ) ^ ^ p r o v i d e a t h i r d p o s s i b l e 

sou rce o f s p i r i t u a l i s t i c v iews o f t he L o r d ' s Supper i n t he N e t h e r l a n d s . 

The Un io was a c o l l e c t i o n o f ove r f i v e hundred q u o t a t i o n s f rom t h e 

Church F a t h e r s and t h e B i b l e on i s sues w h i c h d i v i d e d e v a n g e l i c a l s and 

o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c s in t h e 1520s. I t s p u r p o r t e d a i m was t o hea l t h e 

g r o w i n g d i v i s i o n between t he two camps, but by o n l y q u o t i n g t h o s e 

passages f r o m t h e F a t h e r s w h i c h s u p p o r t e d t h e e v a n g e l i c a l cause i t canno t 

be c o n s i d e r e d a n e u t r a l w o r k . I t s e i g h t e e n t h c h a p t e r 'De Sacramento 

c o r p o r i s e t s a n g u i n i s C h r i s t ! ' gave a s p i r i t u a l i s t i c emphas is t o t h e 

L o r d ' s Suppe r . The Scutum f i d e i was c o m p r i s e d o f t h r e e s e c t i o n s t h e 

t h i r d o f w h i c h was a t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h i s e i g h t e e n t h c h a p t e r o f t h e Un i o . 

For t he u n i d e n t i f i e d a u t h o r o f t h e Scutum the L o r d ' s Supper was 

p r i m a r i l y a commemorat ion o f t he s a c r i f i c e o f C h r i s t and t h e L a s t Suppe r : 

'En waer a l s u l c k e v e r g e u i n g e i s daer en i s gheen 
o f f e r h a n d e meer voo r d i e sonden . Onse a v o n t m a e l 
i s een g h e h o o c h n i s s e van d i e o f f e r h a n d e ende 

59 I b i d . p p . 4 5 2 - 5 3 . ' F o r now you a r e e n l i g h t e n e d by C h r i s t , so you see 
how g r e a t is t h e w i c k e d n e s s o f t h e s e s p i r i t s , who t h e p l a i n and 
most e x p l i c i t words o f C h r i s t , w h i c h a r e a l s o c o n f i r m e d by t h e q u i t e 
i n c o n t r o v e r t i b l e c o n t i n g e n t and subsequen t words ( t h a t t he body and 
b l o o d o f C h r i s t are t r u l y p r e s e n t t h e r e ) , d a r e unashamed ly t o adduce 
t h e i r f a l s e dreams and g l o s s e s . One t a k e s t h e w o r d " i s " f o r " i t 
s i g n i f i e s " , t h e o t h e r t he word " t h a t " f o r t h e p u b l i c l y s e a t e d body 
o f C h r i s t . Some t a k e t he body f o r a symbol o f t h e body o f C h r i s t , 
o t h e r s dream d i f f e r e n t l y , ' 

60 See p p . 3 0 4 - 3 0 7 . 



57 

avon tmae l C h r i s t ! Jesu ende gheen w e r c k . ' ^ ^ 

W i t h L u t h e r ' s b a t t l e f r o m 1524 onwards , f i r s t a g a i n s t K a r l s t a d t 

and t h e n a g a i n s t Z w i n g l i , t h e i s sue o f t h e r e a l p r e s e n c e moved o n t o t he 

European s t a g e , and i t i s s u r e l y more t h a n chance t h a t t h i s c o i n c i d e s 

w i t h t h e r e s u r g e n c e o f r e f e r e n c e s t o s a c r a m e n t a r i a n i s m in t he 

N e t h e r l a n d s . T h i s is no t t o say t h a t s a c r a m e n t a r i a n i s m was c o m p l e t e l y 

a b s e n t f r o m the N e t h e r l a n d s between 1520 and 1524. E a r l y in 1521 

A l e a n d e r , t h e p a p a l l e g a t e t o the N e t h e r l a n d s , w r o t e t o t h e v i c e - c h a n c e l l o r 

a t Rome c o n c e r n i n g t he d i s c o v e r y o f many h e r e t i c s i n A r t o i s and F l a n d e r s 

who d e n i e d t h e r e a l p resence o f t h e body and b l o o d o f C h r i s t in t h e 

e u c h a r i s t and a r g u e d t h a t i t was o n l y a s i g n as W y c l i f and Berengar o f 

T o u r s had t a u g h t , T h i s may i n d i c a t e , as D e c a v e l e has s u g g e s t e d , a 

p a r a l l e l t o t h e m i n g l i n g o f o l d and new he resy w h i c h A .G. D ickens 

d i s c e r n e d in s o u t h - e a s t E n g l a n d , T h e o v e r w h e l m i n g w e i g h t o f 

e v i d e n c e , however , b e a r i n g in mind t h a t t h e r e is n o t a s i n g l e d e n i a l 

o f t h e r e a l p resence e i t h e r in t h e t r i a l e v i d e n c e o r t h e pamph le t 

l i t e r a t u r e o f t h e y e a r s 1520 t o 1524, i s t h a t s a c r a m e n t a r i a n i s m was n o t 

a t i s sue a t t h i s e a r l y s t a g e o f t he R e f o r m a t i o n i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , 

The two phased e v a n g e l i c a l a t t a c k on t h e C a t h o l i c d o c t r i n e o f t h e 

mass i n t he N e t h e r l a n d s in t he f i r s t y e a r s o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n r e f l e c t s 

e v e n t s e l s e w h e r e i n E u r o p e , Between 1520 and 1524 t h e c h i e f t a r g e t was 

t h e n o t i o n t h a t t h e mass was a s a c r i f i c e and a good w o r k . From 1525 

onwards t h e r e was a r e s u r g e n c e o f d e n i a l s o f t he r e a l p resence w h i c h 

c o i n c i d e d w i t h , and was d i r e c t l y l i n k e d t o , t h e c o n t r o v e r s i e s amongst 

t h e German and Swiss t h e o l o g i a n s . T h i s w o u l d s u g g e s t t h a t t h e 

p r e - R e f o r m a t i o n s a c r a m e n t a r i a n t r a d i t i o n was n o t p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p o r t a n t 

in t h e f i r s t y e a r s o f t he R e f o r m a t i o n in t he N e t h e r l a n d s and c a s t s 

doub t upon t h e s o - c a l l e d ' n a t i o n a l r e f o r m e d ' t r a d i t i o n . In t h e e a r l y 

61 Scutum f i d e i , e i i v , 'Where t h e r e i s such f o r g i v e n e s s t h e r e i s no 
l o n g e r s a c r i f i c e f o r s i n . Our L o r d ' s Supper i s a remembrance o f t h e 
s a c r i f i c e and Las t Supper o f C h r i s t Jesus and n o t a (good) w o r k , ' 

62 CD IV , p . 3 9 4 . 

63 J . D e c a v e l e , o p . c i t . , I , p . 5 9 6 . A .G . D i c k e n s , ' H e r e s y and t h e 
o r i g i n s o f E n g l i s h p r o t e s t a n t i s m , ' B r i t a i n and t h e N e t h e r l a n d s I I 
( G r o n i n g e n , 1964 ) , p p . 4 7 - 6 6 , 
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y e a r s o f t he Dutch R e f o r m a t i o n o l d i ssues became swamped by newer and , 

a t t h a t t i m e , more v i t a l p o i n t s a t i s s u e . 

For L u t h e r , t h e most c r u c i a l p o i n t a t i s sue i n t h e R e f o r m a t i o n 

c o n c e r n e d , o f c o u r s e , t h e d o c t r i n e o f j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e . Y e t 

J u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e is n o t a b l y a b s e n t f r o m the l i s t o f d o c t r i n e s 

condemned by t he p a p a l b u l l Exsurge Domine ( 1 5 t h June 1520) o r by the 

P a r i s t h e o l o g i a n s i n t h e i r D e t e r m i n a t io ( 2 0 t h A p r i l 1521) , p r o b a b l y 

because t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h ' s own p o s i t i o n on t h i s i s sue had n o t y e t 

been c l a r i f i e d . In a l l l i k e l i h o o d i t was f o r t h i s reason t h a t 

j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e r e c e i v e d l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n in t he t r i a l s o f 

e a r l y Du tch e v a n g e l i c a l s . I n t e r r o g a t i o n f o l l o w e d t h e l i n e s o f e n q u i r y 

d e v e l o p e d by i n q u i s i t o r s b e f o r e L u t h e r , Fo r t h i s r e a s o n i t was n o t 

a lways an a c c u r a t e r e f l e c t i o n o f t h e who le scope o f a h e r e t i c ' s v i e w s . 

I t is u n l i k e l y t h a t t h e o l o g i c a l c o n c e p t s such as f o r e n s i c 

j u s t i f i c a t i o n were p r o p e r l y u n d e r s t o o d on a p o p u l a r l e v e l . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

t h e e a r l y pamph le t l i t e r a t u r e abounds w i t h t h e e m p h a s i s t h a t a man is 

saved s o l e l y by f a i t h in God and no t by w o r k s . P e l t ' s Mat theus e v a n g e l i e 

and t h e Summa de r g o d l i k e r s c r i f t u r e n a r e bo th u n d e r p i n n e d by t h e c e n t r a l 

t e n e t o f j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e . In h i s p o s t s c r i p t P e l t , q u o t i n g 

f r o m T i t u s 3 : 4 - 7 m a i n t a i n e d t h a t C h r i s t makes us r i g h t e o u s t h r o u g h h i s 

g r a c e a l o n e ; ou r good wo rks a r e ' Y d e l , c r a n c , b e s m e t , o n s u v e r , 

s o n d i c h ' , ^ ^ Chap te r s f o u r t o s i x o f t he Summa d e a l t w i t h t he s u b j e c t 

o f f a i t h and w o r k s . F a i t h , i t i s a r g u e d , i s more t h a n mere i n t e l l e c t u a l 

a s s e n t t o t he e x i s t e n c e o f God; r a t h e r i t i s a b e l i e f t h a t we a r e God 's 

c h i l d r e n and He i s ou r F a t h e r , a c o n v i c t i o n t h a t H i s word w i l l be 

a c c o m p l i s h e d , and a t r u s t t h a t God d e s i r e s n o t h i n g b u t ou r s a l v a t i o n . 

Because no one has e a r n e d e t e r n a l l i f e t h r o u g h good wo rks s i n c e t h e 

f a l l o f Adam, we must p u t a l l ou r t r u s t in t h e g r a c e o f God, Each man 

must humble h i m s e l f f o r i t i s o n l y by God 's g r a c e t h a t he may be s a v e d : 

' A l d u s s a l een c h r i s t e n mensche hem s e l v e n 
v e r o e t m o e d i g e n , ende c l e y n e van hem s e l v e n , 
ende s i j n goede wercken g e v o e l e n . Want a Is 
E s a i a s s e y t i n t I x i i i i c a p , : A l l e onse 
r e c h t v a e r d i c h e d e n s i j n g h e l i j k a Is een 

64 S,W, B i j l , Erasmus in he t Nede r l ands t o t 1617 ( N i e u w k o o p , 1978) 
p . 1 4 , 'Empty , weak, s t a i n e d , d i r t y and s i n f u l , ' 
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b e v l e c t c l e e t . Ende God en h e e f t n i e m a r t om 
s l j n e w e r c k e n s a l i c h g h e m a e c t , maer a l l e n e doe r 
s i j n e g o d l i c k e g h e n a d e , ' 65 

O t h e r a u t h o r s a l s o s t r e s s t h a t man is saved s o l e l y on t h e b a s i s o f f a i t h , 

The f i r s t two a r t i c l e s o f B a l t h a s a r Hubmaier a s s e r t t h a t 

' i ) A l l e e n e l i j c k t g l i e l o o v e maect ons r e c h t u e e r d i c h 
v o o r God, 

i i ) D ie g h e l o o v e en a n d e r s n i e t dan d i e b e k e n n i s s e 
de r b a r m h e r t i c h e y t G o d s , ' 66 

The shoemaker f r o m Hans S a c h s ' D i s p u t a c i o n z w i s c h e n a i n e m C h o e r h e r r e n n 

vnd Schuchmacher ( 1 5 2 4 , t r a n s l a t e d i n t o Du tch c l 5 2 5 ) ^ m a i n t a i n e d t h a t 

one o f t h e ways L u t h e r has p r o f i t e d t h e C h r i s t i a n f a i t h is t h a t he has 

shown t h a t r i g h t e o u s n e s s comes t h r o u g h f a i t h a l o n e , F i n a l l y , t h e 

anonymous a u t h o r o f t h e R e f u t a c i e v a n t S a l v e r e g i n a ( c , 1 5 2 4 ) ^ ^ a t t a c k e d 

e x c e s s i v e d e v o t i o n t o Our Lady on t h e g r o u n d s t h a t Mary was saved l i k e 

anyone e l s e , t h a t i s , by f a i t h a l o n e , 

To o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c s L u t h e r ' s a t t a c k on i n d u l g e n c e s was one o f 

t h e most o b j e c t i o n a b l e f e a t u r e s o f t h e new f a i t h . S i x o f t h e f o r t y one 

a r t i c l e s o f t h e p a p a l b u l l E x s u r g e Domine ( a r t i c l e s s e v e n t e e n t o t w e n t y 

two ) were c o n c e r n e d w i t h L u t h e r ' s c r i t i c i s m o f i n d u l g e n c e s . T h e r e was 

good cause f o r c o n c e r n , i f o n l y f o r f i n a n c i a l r e a s o n s . A t U t r e c h t , f o r 

e x a m p l e , t h e s a l e o f i n d u l g e n c e s had p a i d f o r t h e u p k e e p o f t h e 

c a t h e d r a l , b u t i n 1522 t h e b o t t o m d r o p p e d o u t o f t h e m a r k e t and s a l e s 

71 
p lummeted and n e v e r a g a i n r e t u r n e d t o t h e i r f o r m e r l e v e l . 

65 Het ouctete neder landsche verbode n b o e k , p p . 1 2 8 - 3 7 . ' T h u s s h a l l a c h r i s t i a n 
man humble h i m s e l f and t h i n k l i t t l e o f h i m s e l f a n d h i s good w o r k s . 
Fo r as I s a i a h says i n h i s s i x t y - f o u r t h c h a p t e r ( I s . 6 4 : 6 ) , " A l l o u r 
r i g h t e o u s n e s s i s as a f i l t h y g a r m e n t . " And God has s a v e d no one 
t h r o u g h h i s w o r k s , bu t o n l y t h r o u g h H i s d i v i n e g r a c e , ' 

66 BRN I , p , 1 2 1 , ' F a i t h a l o n e makes us r i g h t e o u s b e f o r e God. F a i t h i s 
n o t h i n g but the conf&saion o f the mercy o f G o d . ' 

67 NK3827. See p p . 3 0 3 - 3 0 4 . 

68 H. S a c h s , D i s p u t a c i o n z w i s c h e n a i n e m C h o e r h e r r e n n vnd S c h u m a c k e r , i n 
Hans Sachs7~Werke , e d . A . V . K e l l e r and E. Goe tze ( S t u t t g a r t , I 8 7 O ) , 
X X I I , p . 2 4 . 

69 NK1787. See p . 2 9 9 . 

70 I , p p . 2 4 - 2 5 . 

71 W.H. Vroom, De f i n a n c i e r i n g van de k a t h e d r a a I f a o u w i n de m i d d e l e e u w e n 
i n h e t b i j z o n d e r van de dom van U t r e c h t ( M a a r s e n , I 9 8 I ) , p p . 3 0 0 , 
3 1 6 , 3 1 8 - 3 2 0 . 
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Amongst t h e e v a n g e l i c a l s t h e m s e l v e s we f i n d some c r i t i c i s m o f 

i n d u l g e n c e s , t hough p o s s i b l y no t as much as one m i g h t e x p e c t as a r e s u l t 

o f t h e a t t e n t i o n g i v e n t o t he s u b j e c t by C a t h o l i c s , Herman G e r r i t s , a 

p r i e s t f r o m U t r e c h t was f o r c e d t o a b j u r e n i n e h e r e t i c a l d o c t r i n e s in 

1522 t he t h i r d o f w h i c h a t t a c k e d i n d u l g e n c e s as a b lasphemy a g a i n s t 
72 

God, Jacob P r a e p o s i t u s in h i s r e c a n t a t i o n o f t h e same yea r r e j e c t e d 

t h i r t y f a l s e o p i n i o n s , s i x o f w h i c h were c o n n e c t e d w i t h i n d u l g e n c e s and 
73 

t h e m e r i t s o f C h r i s t and t h e s a i n t s . But i n d u l g e n c e s were no t t h e 

c e n t r a l i s s u e t o e v a n g e l i c a l s t h a t t h e y were t o o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c s , 

A p a r t f r o m t h e condemna t i on o f t h e s a l e o f i n d u l g e n c e s , as a 
Ih 

' b a b i l o e n s c h e r g e u a n c k e n i s s e n ' i n t he R e f u t a c i e v a n t Sa lve r e q i n a 

t h e r e i s s c a r c e l y a m e n t i o n o f the s u b j e c t i n e a r l y Du t ch pamphle t 
75 

l i t e r a t u r e . What i s more, t h e r e c a n t a t i o n s o f Herman G e r r i t s and 

Jacob P r a e p o s i t u s w o u l d have been d e r i v e d f r o m e x a m i n a t i o n by 

i n q u i s i t o r s and t h e r e f o r e r e f l e c t e d what t h e C a t h o l i c i n t e r r o g a t o r s 

b e l i e v e d t o be t h e key i s sues r a t h e r t h a n what was i m p o r t a n t in t h e 

minds o f t h e h e r e t i c s t h e m s e l v e s . I t may be t h a t o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c s 

were p a r t i c u l a r l y s e n s i t i v e abou t i n d u l g e n c e s because t h i s had been t he 

s u b j e c t o f L u t h e r ' s f i r s t a t t a c k on t h e C h u r c h . Of c o u r s e , t h e new f a i t h 

d i d no t c e n t r e on c r i t i c i s m o f i n d u l g e n c e s , r a t h e r t h i s c r i t i c i s m came 

f r o m the c o n v i c t i o n t h a t C h r i s t had g a i n e d a l l t h e m e r i t s t h e p e n i t e n t 

s i n n e r r e q u i r e d t o be j u s t i f i e d b e f o r e God, But i n t h e s e e a r l y y e a r s , 

c r i t i c i s m o f i n d u l g e n c e s may have been a l i t m u s t e s t t h a t o r t h o d o x 

C a t h o l i c s used t o d e t e c t t r a c e s o f t h e new h e r e s y . 

Our assessment o f t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e 

and t he c o n t r o v e r s y s u r r o u n d i n g i n d u l g e n c e s s u g g e s t s t h a t o r t h o d o x 

C a t h o l i c s and e v a n g e l i c a l s were n o t a l w a y s i n a g r e e m e n t as t o what were 

t h e key p o i n t s a t i s s u e . J u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e r e c e i v e s l i t t l e 

72 CD IV , p . 8 7 . 

73 CD I V , p . 9 0 . 

74 BRN I , p . 1 8 . 

75 Post a r g u e d t h a t i n d u l g e n c e s p l a y e d a l e s s i m p o r t a n t p a r t in t h e Dutch 
t h a n in t h e German R e f o r m a t i o n . See R .R . P o s t , K e r k e l i j k e v e r h o u d i n g e n 
in Nede r l and voo r de r e f o r m a t i e van + 1500 t o t + 1580 ( U t r e c h t , 1 9 5 ^ ) , _ _ _ _ _ 
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e v i d e n c e i n t r i a l e v i d e n c e , as i t was n o t a m a j o r i s s u e in t he minds o f 

o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c s a t t h i s t i m e , w h i l s t i t i s m e n t i o n e d f r e q u e n t l y in 

t h e p a m p h l e t l i t e r a t u r e because i t was so c e n t r a l t o t h e b e l i e f s o f t h e 

e v a n g e l i c a l s . C o n v e r s e l y t h e p a m p h l e t l i t e r a t u r e c o n t a i n s l i t t l e 

c r i t i c i s m o f i n d u l g e n c e s s i n c e t h i s was o n l y a b y - p r o d u c t and n o t a 

c e n t r a l t e n e t o f e v a n g e l i c a l d o c t r i n e , w h i l s t i t r e c e i v e s f a r more 

a t t e n t i o n in t r i a l e v i d e n c e f o r i t was a p o i n t on w h i c h o r t h o d o x 

C a t h o l i c s were p a r t i c u l a r l y s e n s i t i v e . 

Though d e n i a l s o f t h e e x i s t e n c e o f p u r g a t o r y w e r e commonplace a f t e r 

1525 when h e r e t i c s t e n d e d t o v i e w i t as a c l e r i c a l d e c e p t i o n f o r t h e 

p u r p o s e o f f i n a n c i a l e x p l o i t a t i o n , ^ ^ t h e r e a r e r e l a t i v e l y few r e f e r e n c e s 

t o p u r g a t o r y i n t h e e a r l y l i t e r a t u r e o f t h e D u t c h R e f o r m a t i o n . L u t h e r ' s 

t e a c h i n g t h a t S c r i p t u r e does n o t speak o f p u r g a t o r y , condemned by t h e 

Sorbonne and t h e p a p a c y , was echoed by one o f t h e A n t w e r p A u g u s t i n i a n s : 

' E r weys n i t ob eyn f Q g f e w r sey o d e r k e y n s 

s e y , ' 77 

However , one has t o w a i t u n t i l c l 5 2 5 f o r an o u t r i g h t d e n i a l o f i t s 

e x i s t e n c e . Then B a l t h a s a r Hubmaier c l a i m e d t h a t p u r g a t o r y was t h o u g h t 
7 8 

up y e a r s ago by men whose God i s t h e i r b e l l y . P e r h a p s t h i s d e l a y was 

a r e f l e c t i o n o f L u t h e r ' s own i n i t i a l h e s i t a t i o n t o deny t h e e x i s t e n c e o f 

79 
p u r g a t o r y o u t r i g h t . 

In t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e D u t c h R e f o r m a t i o n , t h e d e b a t e a b o u t 

a u t h o r i t y r e v o l v e d a r o u n d two f u n d a m e n t a l i s s u e s ; f i r s t came t h e 

76 A . C . Duke, ' The f a c e o f p o p u l a r r e l i g i o u s d i s s e n t i n t h e Low 
C o u n t r i e s ' , J o u r n a l o f e c c l e s i a s t i c a l h i s t o r y XXVI ( 1 9 7 5 ) , p . 5 2 . 

77 £D I V , p . 1 9 8 . 'He does n o t know i f t h e r e be a p u r g a t o r y o r n o n e . ' 

78 BRN I , p . 1 2 3 , 

79 'The e x i s t e n c e o f p u r g a t o r y I have n e v e r d e n i e d , I s t i l l h o l d t h a t 
i t e x i s t s , as I have w r i t t e n and a d m i t t e d many t i m e s , t h o u g h I have 
f o u n d no way o f p r o v i n g i t i n c o n t r o v e r t i b l y f r o m S c r i p t u r e o r 
r e a s o n , ' Grund und U r s a c h a l l e r A r t i k e 1 D. M a r t i n L u t h e r s so d u r c h 
r o m i s c h e B u l l e u n r e c h t l i c h verdammt s i n d ( 1 5 2 1 ) . WA7 p p . 4 5 0 - 4 5 1 . 

LW X X X I I , p . 9 5 . 
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r e j e c t i o n o f t h e a u t h o r i t y o f t h e C h u r c h o v e r S c r i p t u r e and s e c o n d , t h e 

a s s e r t i o n o f t h e d o c t r i n e o f s o l a s c r i p t u r a . I n t h e r e f u t a t i o n o f t h e 

a u t h o r i t y o f t h e C h u r c h p a p a l p r i m a c y , i n p a r t i c u l a r , came unde r s t r o n g 

a t t a c k , and he re L u t h e r ' s i n f l u e n c e i s c l e a r l y d i s c e r n i b l e . The a t t a c k 

on p a p a l a u t h o r i t y by t h e A n t w e r p A u g u s t i n i a n s , f o r i n s t a n c e , was 

i d e n t i c a l t o t h e t w e n t y f i f t h o f t h e f o r t y one a r t i c l e s o f L u t h e r 

condemned in t h e p a p a l b u l l E x s u r g e Domine : 

61 a r t i c u l i o f t h e A u g u s t i n i a n s , E x s u r g e Domine . 

3 5 . 'Romanus p o n t i f e x , P e t r i s u c c e s s o r , 2 5 . 'Romanus p o n t i f e x . P e t r i 
non C h r i s t i v i c a r i u s s u p e r omnes s u c c e s s o r , non e s t C h r i s t i 
t o t i u s mundi E c c l e s i a s a b i p s o v i c a r i u s s u p e r omnes t o t i u s 
C h r i s t o i n b e a t o P e t r o mund i e c c l e s i a s a b i p s o 
i n s t i t u t u s . . . ' 80 C h r i s t o i n b e a t o P e t r o 

i n s t i t u t u s , ' 81 

Jan de Bakke r was a l s o condemned f o r a s i m i l a r h e r e t i c a l s t a t e m e n t 

' d a t d i e paus n i e t en was v i c a r i u s C h r i s t i , 
ende d a t hy n i e t mee rde r en was dan d i e 
a n d e r a p o s t e l e n ' , 82 

w h i c h a g a i n s u g g e s t s L u t h e r a n i n f l u e n c e . Y e t n o t a l l D u t c h e v a n g e l i c a l s 

w e r e a n t i - p a p a l i n s e n t i m e n t . The a u t h o r o f t h e Summa d e r q o d l i k e r 

s c r i f t u r e n , f o r e x a m p l e , a r g u e d i n f a v o u r o f s u b m i s s i o n t o p a p a l 

a u t h o r i t y in o b e d i e n c e t o t h e f o u r t h commandment: 

' D i e v i e r d e g e b o t i s , d a t w i s u l l e n e e r e n v a d e r 
ende moede r , d a t i s , w i s u l l e n e e r w a e r d i c h e y t 
b e w i s e n a 1 o n s e n o v e r s t e n , Paus (my i t a l i c s ) , 
B i s s c h o p P a s t o e r , K e i s e r ende C o n i n e , H e r t o g e , 
G r a v e , B o r g e m e e s t e r , Vader ende M o e d e r , dese 
s i j n w i a l t e m a e l s c h u l d i c h t e e e r e n , n i e t na 
h a e r p e r s o n e n mer hae r o f f i c i e d i e s i b e d i e n e n . 

80 CD I V , p . 2 1 2 . 

81 CD IV , p . 2 6 , 'The Roman b i s h o p , t h e s u c c e s s o r o f P e t e r , has n o t been 
i n s t i t u t e d as t h e v i c a r o f C h r i s t o v e r a l l t h e c h u r c h e s o f t h e w o r l d by 
C h r i s t h i m s e l f t h r o u g h P e t e r , ' 

82 C£ I V , p . 4 9 4 . ' T h a t t h e pope was n o t t h e v i c a r o f C h r i s t , and t h a t 
he was n o t g r e a t e r t h a n t h e o t h e r a p o s t l e s . ' 
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wnat onder haer besche rm inge l e v e n w i i n 
meerder r u s t e , ' 83 

The e v a n g e l i c a l a t t a c k on p a p a l p r e t e n s i o n s a n d t he a u t h o r i t y o f 

t h e Church stemmed f r o m t h e c o n v i c t i o n t h a t S c r i p t u r e was t he s o l e 

a u t h o r i t y in m a t t e r s o f r e l i g i o n . Jan de Bakker summar i zed t h i s 

p o s i t i o n when he i n s i s t e d t h a t h i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e S c r i p t u r e s came 

n o t f r o m t h e g l o s s e s o f t h e o l o g i a n s o r d e c i s i o n s o f Church c o u n c i l s , 

but f r o m t h e c l e a r t e x t o f God 's w o r d : 

' D i e menighe der h e y l i g e r S c r i f t u r e n i s n i e t 
v e r b o r g h e n onder de r d o c t o r e n g l o s e n o f t e 
in d i e d e t e r m i n a t i e n der C o n c i l i e n ; maer d i e 
c o n c l u s i e w o r t ons ghegheuen doer c l a e r e ende 
w a r a c h t i g e woorden G o d s , ' 84 

The demand f o r S c r i p t u r e in t h e v e r n a c u l a r w h i c h e v o l v e d f r o m t h e 

supreme a u t h o r i t y t h a t i t was now seen t o possess ( t h o u g h i t was a l s o 

p a r t o f t he C h r i s t i a n human is t programme o f r e f o r m ) was a n o t h e r f e a t u r e 

o f t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e Du tch R e f o r m a t i o n . The f i r s t c o m p l e t e New 

Tes tamen t in Du tch was n o t p u b l i s h e d u n t i l 1522, y e t by 1530 a n o t h e r 

t w e n t y f i v e e d i t i o n s had been p r i n t e d . L i n k e d t o t h e new a u t h o r i t y 

v e s t e d in t h e S c r i p t u r e s was t h e demand f o r b i b l i c a l l y based p r e a c h i n g , 

p r e - R e f o r m a t ion p r e a c h i n g o f t e n h a v i n g emp loyed n o n - S c r i p t u r a l m a t e r i a l . 

On t h i s theme t h e a u t h o r o f Vanden o l d e n en n i e u w e n G o d , q e l o o v e ende 

l ee re made a s t r i k i n g c o n t r a s t between t h e t r u e and f a l s e p r e a c h e r . 

The t r u e p r e a c h e r leads a C h r i s t i a n l i f e and f e e d s h i s f l o c k w i t h pu re 

w h i t e b r e a d , w i t h o u t c h a f f ( t h a t i s , he p r e a c h e s S c r i p t u r e and n o t h i n g 

e l s e ) . The f a l s e p r e a c h e r , on the o t h e r hand , may r e c e i v e t h e p r a i s e 

o f man, bu t i n r e a l i t y he g i v e s o n l y d i r t y s t i n k i n g w a t e r t h a t r e s u l t s 

83 Het o u d s t e n e d e r l a n d s c h e \erboden boek,p,236 'The f o u r t h commandment i s 
t h a t we s h a l l honour f a t h e r and m o t h e r , t h a t i s , t h a t we s h o u l d show 
v e n e r a t i o n t o a l l o u r r u l e r s , pope , b i s h o p , p a s t o r , empero r and k i n g , 
d u k e , c o u n t , b u r g o m a s t e r , f a t h e r and m o t h e r ; t h e s e we a r e a l w a y s 
o b l i g e d t o h o n o u r , n o t because o f t h e p e r s o n , b u t because o f t h e 
o f f i c e t h e y h o l d , f o r under t h e i r p r o t e c t i o n we l i v e i n g r e a t e r 
peace . ' 

84 £D IV , p , 4 7 3 . 'The meaning o f Ho ly S c r i p t u r e i s n o t h i d d e n under 
t he g l o s s e s o f d o c t o r s o r in t h e d e c i s i o n s o f c o u n c i l s , bu t t he 
5 e r \ 6 _ e i s g i v e n us t h r o u g h t he c l e a r and t r u e w o r d o f G o d , ' 
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i n d e a t h . 

The concep t o f C h r i s t i a n f reedom was p o s s i b l y one o f t he most 

a t t r a c t i v e o f e v a n g e l i c a l t e a c h i n g s in t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f the R e f o r m a t i o n . 

On t h i s p o i n t t h e v i ews o f e v a n g e l i c a l s and C h r i s t i a n human is t s seemed 

t o c o i n c i d e and t h u s t h e c o n c e p t o f C h r i s t i a n f r e e d o m g a i n e d t h e s u p p o r t 

o f a w i d e c i r c l e o f p e o p l e , A t t a c k s on m o n a s t i c ism on t h e g rounds o f 

C h r i s t i a n f reedom were p a r t i c u l a r l y p r e v a l e n t i n t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e 

Du tch R e f o r m a t i o n . T h i s c o u l d range f r o m a d e n u n c i a t i o n o f m o n a s t i c i s m 

t o u t c o u r t t o an a t t a c k on s e l e c t e d a b u s e s . The d e g r e e o f s e v e r i t y o f 

a p e r s o n ' s a t t a c k on m o n a s t i c i s m may be an i n d i c a t o r o f t he s o u r c e o f 

h i s v i e w s . O u t r i g h t r e j e c t i o n may i n d i c a t e s p e c i f i c a l l y L u t h e r a n 

i n f l u e n c e . S i n c e t h e A n t w e r p Augus t i n i a n s had been t o W i t t e n b e r g and 

knew L u t h e r p e r s o n a l l y we may assume t h a t when one o f them s a i d t h a t 

'So e r e r l e r n t h a t dye C h r i s t l i c h e n f r e y h e t , 
a c h t e r seyn gew issen vngebunden von 
g1ubn i s z e n . ' 87 

t h i s v i e w d e r i v e d f r o m L u t h e r h i m s e l f , o r f r o m t h e German r e f o r m e r ' s 

w r i t i n g s . 

The s o u r c e o f t h e v i ews o f t h e a u t h o r o f t h e Summa der g o d l i k e r 

s c r i f t u r e n , on t h e o t h e r hand, i s f a r l e s s c e r t a i n . From t h e b e g i n n i n g 

he emphas izes h i s m o d e r a t e s t a n c e . In h i s p r e f a c e he makes i t p e r f e c t l y 

c l e a r t h a t he does n o t a d v o c a t e t h e a b a n d o n i n g o f t h e c l o i s t e r , bu t o n l y 

t h a t t h o s e who have t a k e n m o n a s t i c vows l e a d g o d l y l i v e s : 

'Ende i c k en l e e r n i e t d a t men heren n i e t 
o n d e r d a n i c h s a l wesen, o f t d a t mon icken w t 
hae r c l o e s t e r s u l l e n l o p e n . Mer i c k l e e r 
hem d a t s i mogen weten hoe d a t een m o n i c k s 
l even s a l wesen, ende a l s t a l s o n i e t en i s . 

85 B^N I , p p . 1 0 1 - 1 0 4 . 

86 I t was t h i s c l i m a t e o f o p i n i o n t h a t pe rsuaded C o r n e l l s G r a p h e u s , 
town s e c r e t a r y o f A n t w e r p , t o p u b l i s h t h e a n t i - m o n a s t i c t r e a t i s e o f 
t h e l a t e - m e d i e v a l t h e o l o g i a n Johannes Pupper van Goch, De l i b e r t a t e 
C h r i s t i a n a ( 1 5 2 1 ) . NK3111. 

87 C£ IV , p . 1 9 7 . 'When he had l e a r n e d o f C h r i s t i a n f r e e d o m , he 
c o n s i d e r e d h i s c o n s c i e n c e n o t t o be bound by v o w s , ' 
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da t s i dan haer g h e b r e k e n bekenne, ende 
a rbeyden a l s o t e l e v e n . ' 88 

T r u e , he is a g a i n s t vows t a k e n a g a i n s t a p e r s o n ' s w i l l , as w e l l as t he 

c e r e m o n i e s , w e a l t h and p r i v i l e g e s o f c o n t e m p o r a r y r e l i g i o u s houses , and 

he spends a who le c h a p t e r ( c h a p t e r s e v e n t e e n ) r e f u t i n g the n o t i o n t h a t 

t h e m o n a s t i c l i f e i s , i n p r i n c i p l e , h o l i e r t han t h a t o f the b u r g h e r , 

The s i s t e r s o f t h e Common L i f e , however , he h o l d s in h i g h es teem, 

c h i e f l y because o f t h e i r manual l a b o u r : 

'Daer s i j n oock v e e l s u s t e r e n c l o e s t e r s , w e l c k e r 
l even meer s c h i j n t na d a t E v a n g e l i u m t e wssen , 
want m i t t e n handen t e ae rbeyden ende m a l c a n d e r 
uut 1 i e f t e t e d i e n e n , d a t is een c h r i s t e l i c k 
l e v e n . . . Ende in dese m a n i e r e i s der s u s t e r e n 
l even b e t e r , dan der nonnen l e v e n , wan t s i s i j n 
a l t i j t becommert met a r b e y t , met weven , s p i n n e n , 
wasschen ende d i e r g h e 1 i j c k e n . ' 90 

T h i s wou ld seem more in k e e p i n g w i t h C h r i s t i a n h u m a n i s t v iews on 

m o n a s t i c ism, t h a t i s , a c r i t i c i s m , bu t neve r a t o t a l condemna t i on and a 

w i l l i n g n e s s t o acknow ledge t h a t some monks and nuns l e d good l i v e s . 

C h r i s t i a n human is t i n f l u e n c e m i g h t a l s o e x p l a i n t h e r e l a t i v e l y modera te 

app roach o f t h e a u t h o r o f Vanden o l d e n en n ieuwen God, q e l o o v e end 

l e e r e . Ra the r t han condemn a l l m e n d i c a n t s o u t r i g h t , he a d m i t s t h e r e a r e 

a few good men in t h e s e o r d e r s who have a r i g h t u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f 

S c r i p t u r e and t he d i f f e r e n c e between t h e f l e s h and t h e s p i r i t , and 

e x p r e s s e s h i s hope 

88 Met o u d s t e neder landsche vgrboden boek, p. 117. 'And 1 do n o t t e a c h t h a t nen 
s h o u l d no t be s u b j e c t t o t h e i r l o r d s , o r t h a t monks s h o u l d l eave t h e i r 
m o n a s t e r i e s . But I t e a c h them t h a t t h e y may know how a monk s h o u l d 
l i v e , and i f t hey f a l l s h o r t t h a t t h e y c o n f e s s t h e i r f a u l t s and 
l a b o u r t o l i v e as t h e y s h o u l d , ' 

89 I b i d , p p . 1 6 0 - 1 6 3 , 

90 I b i d . p . 1 6 8 , ' T h e r e a r e a l s o many houses o f s i s t e r s ( o f t h e Common 
L i f e ) w h i c h appear t o be more i n k e e p i n g w i t h t h e G o s p e l , f o r t h e y 
w o r k w i t h t h e i r hands and s e r v e each o t h e r f r o m l o v e , t h a t i s a 
C h r i s t i a n l i f e . , . And in t h i s r e s p e c t t h e way o f l i f e o f t h e s j s t e r s 
i s b e t t e r t h a n t h a t o f t h e n u n s , f o r t h e y a re a l w a y s c o n c e r n e d w i t h 
l a b o u r , w i t h w e a v i n g , s p i n n i n g , w a s h i n g , and s u c h t h i n g s . ' T h i s 
same es teem f o r t h e b r e t h r e n / s i s t e r s o f t he Common L i f e i s a l s o 
r e f l e c t e d by Johannes Pupper van Goch in the L i b e r t a t e C h r i s t i a n a 
and by t he a u t h o r o f t h e L a m e n t a t i o n e s P e t r i ( 1 5 2 1 ) , a pseudonymous 
a t t a c k upon m o n a s t i c i s m . 
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'Da t d i e o l d e tempe l knech ten van da t g h e s e t 
d e r Pausen s u l l e n comen t o t d i e v r i j h e y t 
C h r i s t ; . ' 91 

In t h e f a c e o f e v a n g e l i c a l a t t a c k s t h e m e n d i c a n t s , in p a r t i c u l a r , 

f e l t t h r e a t e n e d and t h u s t e n d e d t o l a s h ou t w i l d l y a t a l l and s u n d r y . 

They c a s t i g a t e d p r o p o s a l s f o r poo r r e l i e f i n l e p e r and Bruges as g o d l e s s , 

f o r e x a m p l e , because o f an a t t e m p t t o d i s t i n g u i s h between t he a b l e -

bod ied and t h e i n f i r m p o o r . In no way c o u l d t h e s e r e f o r m s be s a i d t o 
92 

have been i n s p i r e d by sympathy f o r t h e new f a i t h , and in any case an 

e x c e p t i o n was made in t h e case o f the m e n d i c a n t s , bu t t h e f r i a r s f e l t 

i l l a t ease in a s o c i e t y whose t r a d i t i o n a l v a l u e s w e r e chang ing and, 

a l r e a d y under f i r e f r o m t h e e v a n g e l i c a l s , t h e y t e n d e d t o h i t ou t a g a i n s t 

a n y t h i n g t h a t was c o n t r a r y t o t h e i r i n t e r e s t s as h e r e s y , 

A l o n g w i t h c r i t i c i s m o f i n d u l g e n c e s , L u t h e r ' s t e a c h i n g on 

c o n f e s s i o n and t h e sac ramen t o f penance was , f o r o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c s , one 

o f t he most o b j e c t i o n a b l e f e a t u r e s o f t h e new f a i t h . The D e t e r m i n a t i o 

o f t h e Sorbonne condemned L u t h e r ' s v iews on each o f t h e t h r e e p a r t s o f 

t h e sac ramen t o f penance ( c o n f e s s i o n , a b s o l u t i o n a n d s a t i s f a c t i o n ) and 

no l e s s t h a n t e n o f t h e f o r t y one a r t i c l e s o f E x s u r g e Domine d e a l w i t h 

t h i s s u b j e c t . I t was L u t h e r ' s a rgument t h a t a f u l l c o n f e s s i o n was 

n e i t h e r n e c e s s a r y no r p o s s i b l e t h a t was , a c c o r d i n g t o T . N . T e n t l e r , h i s 
94 

most damaging c r i t i c i s m o f t h e sac rament o f p e n a n c e . In t h e l a t e 

m e d i e v a l c h u r c h a good c o n f e s s i o n , by d e f i n i t i o n , had t o be c o m p l e t e . 

The p e n i t e n t had t o s e a r c h h i s c o n s c i e n c e t o f i n d o u t wha t s i n s he had 

c o m m i t t e d and t h e n c a t e g o r i z e them ' m e t h o d i c a l l y , d e l i b e r a t e l y and 
95 

e x t e n s i v e l y ' . L u t h e r , however , t a u g h t t h a t a g e n e r a l c o n f e s s i o n o f 

91 BRN 1̂  p . 8 4 . ' T h a t t h e o l d t e m p l e s e r v a n t s w i l l come f r o m t h e law o f 
t h e pope i n t o t h e l i b e r t y o f C h r i s t . ' 

92 J. D e c a v e l e , o p . c i t . 1, pp , 122-23 , 

93 A . C , Duke, ' B u i l d i n g heaven in h e l l ' s d e s p i t e : t h e e a r l y h i s t o r y o f 
t h e r e f o r m a t i o n in t he towns o f t h e Low C o u n t r i e s ' , B r i t a i n and t h e 
Ne the r lands (The Hague, 1 9 8 1 ) , p . 5 9 . 

94 T . N . T e n t l e r , S i n and c o n f e s s i o n on t h e eve o f t h e r e f o r m a t i o n 
( P r i n c e t o n , 1977 ) , p . 3 5 3 , 

95 I b i d . p p . 1 0 9 - 1 1 0 . 
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s i n t o g e t h e r w i t h t he b e l i e f t h a t one was f o r g i v e n was s u f f i c i e n t . 

T e n t i e r ' s v i e w i s born ou t in t he t r i a l o f J a n de Bakke r . When 

de Bakker made h i s c o n f e s s i o n t o God (and i t was c l e a r l y d i r e c t e d t o 

God and n o t t o t he c o n f e s s o r - p r i e s t who a c c o m p a n i e d h i m ) , i t was o f an 

o v e r t l y g e n e r a l n a t u r e . He c o n f e s s e d h i s u n b e l i e f as a r e s u l t o f w h i c h 

he s t o o d in c o n d e m n a t i o n , bu t a t the same t i m e d e c l a r e d God 's mercy in 

C h r i s t ' s b l ood and a f f i r m e d t h a t t h i s washes h i s s i n s away. F u r t h e r m o r e , 

he p ronounced h i s t r u s t i n t h e d i v i n e p r o m i s e t h a t he i s a c h i l d o f God, 

an h e i r o f God and a j o i n t h e i r w i t h C h r i s t . When a s k e d by h i s 

i n q u i s i t o r abou t t he g e n e r a l n a t u r e o f h i s c o n f e s s i o n he r e f u s e d t o l i s t 

a l l h i s s i n s on t h e g rounds t h a t t h i s was no t p o s s i b l e , o r t o name h i s 

9 6 

m o r t a l s i n s . For h i s i n q u i s i t o r s J a n ' s r e f u s a l t o make a f u l l 

c o n f e s s i o n was p a r t i c u l a r l y g a l l i n g . 

"Hy en woude n i e t t e deghen b i e c h t e n ; hy s p r a c 
z i j n b i e c h t i n t ghemeen, g e l i j c d i e k e t t e r s 
ghemeen1ick d o e n ' 

- R i e u w e r t T a p p e r t , g r a n d i n q u i s i t o r o f t h e N e t h e r l a n d s and c h a n c e l l o r 

o f t he U n i v e r s i t y o f Leuven, d e c l a r e d as t h e r e a s o n f o r h i s r e f u s a l t o 
97 

a b s o l v e t h e h e r e t i c . 

Cases o f b lasphemy a g a i n s t t he V i r g i n Mary o r t h e s a i n t s were no t 
98 

unknown in t h e l a t e m i d d l e a g e s , and some o f t h i s l a t e m e d i e v a l 

t r a d i t i o n was p r o b a b l y c a r r i e d ove r i n t o t h e 1520s , A b i z a r r e case o f 

b lasphemy o c c u r e d in 1528-29 when one G i e l i s V i e n s s e n f r o m Hoorn 

compared t h e V i r g i n Mary t o a ' p i s s p o t ' and a c h i m n e y , s a i d t h a t t h e 

d e v i l was t h e a u t h o r o f t h e Creed , and t h a t t h e t h i r d c e n t u r y m a r t y r 

S t . Lawrence had been j u s t l y e x e c u t e d f o r e m b e z z l i n g t h e l o c a l 
99 

c o n g r e g a t i o n ' s t r e a s u r y . J u s t as h i s e x t r a o r d i n a r y r e j e c t i o n o f t h e 

Creed c o u l d s c a r c e l y have been d e r i v e d f r o m L u t h e r o r any o f t h e o t h e r 

r e f o r m e r s , t h e same i s t r u e o f h i s v iews on t h e V i r g i n Mary , I t seems 

t h a t G i e l i s V i e n s s e n s t o o d i n t h e t r a d i t i o n o f wha t m i g h t be seen as a 

lay c o u n t e r - p i e t y w h i c h d e l i b e r a t e l y i n v e r t e d t he c e n t r a l themes o f 

96 C2 IV, p p . 4 8 9 - 4 9 1 . 

97 £D IV , p . 4 9 1 . 'He w o u l d no t make a c o m p l e t e c o n f e s s i o n ; he gave 
o n l y a g e n e r a l c o n f e s s i o n as t h e h e r e t i c s commonly d o , ' 

9 8 See £D 1, p p . 4 2 4 , 458 and 500 -501 . J , D e c a v e l e , o p . c i t . | , p , 5 9 4 , 

99 O u d - A r c h i e f Hoorn 6 , 9 . 



t r a d i t i o n a l C a t h o l i c d e v o t i o n . Hav ing p receded t h e R e f o r m a t i o n , t h i s 

c o u n t e r p i e t y l a t e r became e n g u l f e d by i t . 

In the e a r l y 1520s, howeve r , c r i t i c i s m o f t h e i n t e r m e d i a r y r o l e 

o f t he V i r g i n Mary and t he s a i n t s r e c e i v e d a f r e s h t h e o l o g i c a l impetus 

w h i c h is r e f l e c t e d in t h e pamph le t l i t e r a t u r e o f t h e Dutch R e f o r m a t i o n . 

B a l t h a s a r Hubma ie r , f o r e x a m p l e , d e c l a r e d t h a t , 

' G h e l i j c C r i s t u s a l l e e n e v o o r onse sonden 
g h e s t o r v e n is in w iens naeme wy oock a l l e e n 
ghedoopt z i j n a l s o s a l hy a l l e e n e van ens 
voor eenen e e n i g h e n v o o r b i d d e r e ende 
m i d d e l a e r aen roepen wo rden . H i e r v a l l e n 
a l l e p e l e g r i m a g h e n ende a e n r o e p i n g h e d e r 
hey l e g h e n . ' 100 

S i m i l a r l y , the a u t h o r s o f Vanden p r o p h e e t Baruch ( c l 5 2 5 ) ^ ^ ^ and the 

R e f u t a c i e van t Sa lve r e g i n a a rgued on t he b a s i s o f 1 T i m o t h y 2 : 5 t h a t 

C h r i s t is man's o n l y a d v o c a t e and t h e r e f o r e he needs no o t h e r 
102 

m e d i a t o r s . F i n a l l y , t h e Summa der g o d l i k e r s c r i f t u r e n and Een g u l d e n 

o n d e r w i j s i n q e om t e a n t w o o r d e n op a l l e p u n c t e n d i e de vyanden der 

wae rhey t bybrenqhen moghen bo th r e j e c t w o r s h i p o f t h e s a i n t s as a 
103 

t r a n s g r e s s i o n o f t h e f i r s t commandment. 

L i k e t he d o c t r i n e o f j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e , L u t h e r ' s t e a c h i n g 

o f the p r i e s t h o o d o f a l l b e l i e v e r s was b o t h m i s u n d e r s t o o d and m a l i g n e d 

by o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c s , For i n s t a n c e , when Jan de Bakker a s s e r t e d t h i s 

d o c t r i n e one o f h i s i n q u i s i t o r s asked w h e t h e r t h i s meant t h a t a l l men 

may p e r f o r m mass, b a p t i z e and a d m i n i s t e r t h e s a c r a m e n t s . A n o t h e r 

i n t e r r o g a t o r p o i n t e d t o t h e L e v i t i c a l p r i e s t h o o d who were s p e c i f i c a l l y 

100 BRN I , p . 1 2 2 . ' S i n c e C h r i s t a l o n e d i e d f o r o u r s i n s , and i n h i s 
name a l o n e we were b a p t i z e d so s h o u l d he a l o n e be f o r us t h e o n l y 
i n t e r c e s s o r and m e d i a t o r . Hence f a l l a l l p i l g r i m a g e s 

op kKa From W ' G op Cik- ^ 

101 NK246. See p , 

102 BRN I , pp .265 and 2 3 . 

103 Het oudste rederlandsche verboden bcek, p.226. Een g u l d e n o n d e r w i j s i n g e , 
U v i i i r . 
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c a l l e d t o t h e i r o f f i c e , Jan de Bakker t h e n e x p l a i n e d t h a t in t h e o l d 

c o v e n a n t I s r a e l was a k i n g d o m o f p r i e s t s (Exodus 1 9 : 6 ) and t h i s 

p r i n c i p l e was t r a n s l a t e d i n t o t h e new c o v e n a n t ( 1 P e t e r 2 : 9 ) . T h i s 

does n o t mean t h a t a l l p r e a c h and s e r v e t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n b u t , 

'Wi a l t e s a m e n g h e n i e t e n des p r i e s t e r s c a p C h r i s t i ' . ' ^ ^ 

S i m i l a r s t a t e m e n t s we re made by Jacob P r a e p o s i t u s , 

'Omnes l a y c i s u n t s a c e r d o t e s ' , ^ ^ ^ 

and t h e A n t w e r p A u g u s t i n i a n s , 

' A l l e menschen seyn p r i e s t e r v o r G o t , ' ^ ^ ^ 

H i s t o r i a n s o f t h e Du tch r e f o r m a t i o n have been q u i c k t o a p p l y such 

l a b e l s as ' L u t h e r a n ' , ' s a c r a m e n t a r i a n ' and ' E r a s m i a n ' t o d i s t i n g u i s h 

wha t t h e y p e r c e i v e d as a f o r e i g n i m p l a n t a t i o n f r o m t h a t w h i c h t h e y 

b e l i e v e d t o be i n d i g e n o u s t o t h e N e t h e r l a n d s . B u t such l a b e l s d i s t o r t 

t h e r e a l i t y o f t h e s i t u a t i o n i n t h e e a r l y 1520s . C o n t e m p o r a r i e s who 

we re a t t r a c t e d t o t h e new r e l i g i o u s i deas o f t e n r e f e r r e d t o t h e m s e l v e s 
107 

s i m p l y as ' e v a n g e l i c a l s ' . But e v a n g e l i c a l was an ' u m b r e l l a ' t e r m 

w h i c h embraced a w h o l e v a r i e t y o f shades o f o p i n i o n . To a t t e m p t t o 

d i s t i n g u i s h between t h e i n f l u e n c e o f L u t h e r and t h a t o f Erasmus i s t o 

impose an a n a c h r o n i s t i c t h e o l o g i c a l f r a m e w o r k u n r e c o g n i z e d by 

c o n t e m p o r a r i e s . F o r many t h e two men seemed t o be s a y i n g much t h e same 

t h i n g . D u r e r , f o r e x a m p l e , on h e a r i n g a f a l s e r e p o r t o f L u t h e r ' s d e a t h 

e x p r e s s e d h i s hope t h a t Erasmus m i g h t t a k e up t h e German r e f o r m e r ' s 

c a u s e . 'Oh G o d ' , he w r o t e i n 1521, ' i f L u t h e r be d e a d , who w i l l 

h e n c e f o r t h expound t o us t h e h o l y Gospe l w i t h s u c h c l e a r n e s s ? . . . Oh 

Erasmus o f R o t t e r d a m , whe re w i l t t h o u s t o p ? B e h o l d how t h e w i c k e d 

t y r a n n y o f w o r l d l y p o w e r , t h e m i g h t o f d a r k n e s s , p r e v a i l s . Hear t h o u 

k n i g h t o f C h r i s t , ' R i d e on by t h e s i d e o f t h e L o r d Jesus Guard t h e t r u t h . 

104 £D I V , p . 4 5 8 . ' C o l l e c t i v e l y we e n j o y t h e p r i e s t h o o d o f C h r i s t , ' 

105 £D I V , p . 9 2 . ' A l l laymen a r e p r i e s t s , ' 

106 CD I V , p . 1 9 8 . ' A l l men a r e p r i e s t s b e f o r e G o d , ' 

107 See p . 2 . 
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1 Qg 
A t t a i n t h e m a r t y r ' s c r o w n . ' 

In t he same way Dutch e v a n g e l i c a l a u t h o r s h a p p i l y d rew on Erasmus and 

L u t h e r w i t h o u t p e r c e i v i n g any d i s c r e p a n c y between t h e t w o . The a u t h o r 

o f t he Summa der g o d l i k e r s c r i f t u r e n , f o r i n s t a n c e , e x h i b i t s t h e same 

c o n c e r n as Erasmus f o r t h e supreme i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e b a p t i s m a l vow, and 

on t h e i s sues o f m a r r i a g e , g o v e r n m e n t , war and payment o f t axes i s 

c l e a r l y under t h e i n f l u e n c e o f t he g r e a t h u m a n i s t s c h o l a r . On t h e 

o t h e r hand, h i s wo rk a l s o shows an a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h L u t h e r ' s Von der 

F r e i h e i t e i n e s C h r i s t e n m e n s c h e n ( 1 5 2 0 ) , and c h a p t e r t w e n t y s i x o f t h e 

Summa is a condensed v e r s i o n o f Von W e l t i i c h e r O b e r k e i t ( 1 5 2 3 ) . ^ ' ^ 

Ye t t h i s d u a l dependence on L u t h e r and Erasmus i s n o t , as P i j p e r has 
111 

s u g g e s t e d , p e c u l i a r l y D u t c h . Vanden o l d e n en n i euwen God, q e l o o v e 

ende l e e r , a pamph le t w h i c h d i s p l a y s a s i m i l a r i n d e b t e d n e s s b o t h t o 
1 12 

e a r l y e v a n g e l i c a l i s m and t o C h r i s t i a n humanism, o r i g i n a t e d n o t i n t h e 

N e t h e r l a n d s , but i n B a s l e . T h i s d u a l dependence b o t h upon L u t h e r and 

Erasmus was a European and no t m e r e l y a Du tch phenomenon, 

S a c r a m e n t a r i a n i s m , t h a t f e a t u r e o f e v a n g e l i c a l r e l i g i o n in t h e 

N e t h e r l a n d s w h i c h has been seen as p e c u l i a r l y D u t c h , p l a y e d l i t t l e o r no 

p a r t in t he Dutch R e f o r m a t i o n between 1520 and 1524 . In t h e s e y e a r s o l d 

f o rms o f d i s s e n t were swept a s i d e by newer and more v i t a l p o i n t s a t 

i s sue - J u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e , i n d u l g e n c e s , t h e sac ramen t o f 

penance and t h e l i k e - w h i c h e v i d e n t l y had t h e i r o r i g i n a t W i t t e n b e r g , 

Only when t h e r e a l p r e s e n c e became a bone o f c o n t e n t i o n amongst t h e 

German and Swiss t h e o l o g i a n s d i d s a c r a m e n t a r i a n i s m re -emerge in t h e 

N e t h e r l a n d s . The R e f o r m a t i o n i n the Low C o u n t r i e s no more d e s e r v e s t o 

be l a b e l l e d ' s a c r a m e n t a r i a n ' t han i t can be c a l l e d s i m p l y ' L u t h e r a n ' 

o r ' E r a s m i a n ' , 

108 A. P u r e r , D i a r y o f h i s j o u r n e y t o t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , 1520-1521 , 
p . 9 2 . 

109 J . Trapman, De summa de r q o d l i k e r s c r i f t u r e n ( 1 5 2 3 ) ( L e i d e n , 1978 ) , 
p p . 5 8 and 62 . 

110 I b i d , pp .67 and 7 2 , 

111 See F, P i j p e r , Erasmus en de n e d e r l a n d s c h e r e f o r m a t i e ( L e i d e n , 1907) 

112 See H. S c h e i b l e , ' R e f o r m , R e f o r m a t i o n , R e v o l u t i o n . G r u n d s a t z e 
a u r B e u r t e i l u n g de r F 1 u g s c h r i f t e n ' , ARG LXV ( 1 9 7 4 ) , p p . 1 0 8 - 1 3 4 . 
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CHAPTER 3 

THE WAR OF WORDS 

In t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n a l a r g e p a r t o f P r o t e s t a n t 

p u b l i c a t i o n in t h e German lands t o o k t h e f o r m o f a n t i - C a t h o l i c p o l e m i c . 

In S t r a s b o u r g , f o r e x a m p l e , more t h a n a t h i r d o f P r o t e s t a n t pamph le t s 

p u b l i s h e d b e f o r e 1548 were o f a p o l e m i c a l n a t u r e , and t h r e e - q u a r t e r s o f 

t h e s e appeared b e f o r e 1528. The volume o f D u t c h p o l e m i c a l l i t e r a t u r e 

neve r reached t h e s e s p e c t a c u l a r h e i g h t s : t he f i g u r e f o r t h e N e t h e r l a n d s 

was pe rhaps o n l y f i f t e e n p e r c e n t . What i s more , o f t h e s i x t e e n o r so 

a n t i - C a t h o l i c p o l e m i c a l t r a c t s p u b l i s h e d in Dutch a p p r o x i m a t e l y h a l f 

were t r a n s l a t i o n s o f f o r e i g n a u t h o r s . In t h e m a i n , t h e s e were t h e works 
2 

o f German r e f o r m e r s - t h e A r t i c u l e n o f B a l t h a s a r Hubmaier ( c 1 5 2 5 ) , t h e 

Schoon d i s p u t a t i e van eenen e v a n g e l i s s c h e n schoemake r ende van eenen 

p a p i s t i g h e n c o e r h e e r e o f Hans Sachs ( c l 5 2 5 ) , ^ t h e R e c h t e o n d e r s c h e y t 

t u s s c h e n d i e oude ende nyeuwe l e e r i n q h e o f Urbanus Reg ius ( 1 5 2 7 ) , ^ t h e 

Daden werken ende l e e r i j n g h e ons heeren Ihesu C h r i s t i ende des Paus 

e d i t e d by P h i l i p M e l a n c h t h o n ( c l 5 2 5 ) ^ , Vanden o l d e n en n ieuwen God, 

qeloove ende l e e r e (c1524) a t t r i b u t e d to Joachim Vadianus^ and the 

anonymous W a r a c h t i g h e n ieuwe t i j d i n q h e van een boe r d i e met c r a n c k e y t 

bevaen hem h e e f t g h e b i e c h t ( 1 5 6 4 ) ^ . P o l e m i c a l w o r k s by E n g l i s h r e f o r m e r s 
g 

such as John B a l e ' s S t a n d t ende de b i l d e de r b e y d e r ghemeyn te r (1555) 

and t he anonymous Va l d e r roomscher k e r k e n ( 1 5 5 3 ) ^ we re a l s o t r a n s l a t e d i n t o 

D u t c h , a l o n g w i t h t h e a n t i - m o n a s t i c t r e a t i s e o f t h e f o r m e r F r a n c i s c a n 

f r o m A v i g n o n F r a n c o i s L a m b e r t , Een g u l d e n o p s c h r i f t i n de r m i n r e b r o e d e r s 

1 M. C h r i s m a n , Lay c u l t u r e , l e a r n e d c u l t u r e (New Haven and London, 
1 9 8 2 ) , p . 1 5 6 . 

2 NK1145. See p . 2 9 1 . 

3 NK3827. See P p . 3 0 3 - 3 0 4 . 

4 NK1791. See p . 3 0 2 . 

5 NK675. See p p . 2 7 2 - 2 7 5 . 

6 NK1013. See p p . 2 8 4 - 2 8 5 . 

7 BL11555 .9 .11 . See p . 3 0 9 . 

8 M a c h i e l s 870. See p . 2 5 9 . 

9 STC 2 1 3 0 7 . 3 . See p .310 
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reqhe 1 ( 1 5 2 6 ) , 

I t w i n be n o t e d t h a t t h e m a j o r i t y o f t hese t r a n s l a t e d po lem ics 

were p r i n t e d in t h e 1520s. W i t h t h e i n d i g e n o u s D u t c h p o l e m i c , however , 

a r a t h e r d i f f e r e n t p a t t e r n emerges . W h i l s t t h e r e w e r e one or two 

pamph le t s such as t h e R e f u t a c i e van t Sa l ve r e q i n a ( c l 5 2 4 ) ' ^ and Van den 
12 

p r o p h e e t Baruch ( c l 5 2 5 ) p u b l i s h e d in t h e 1520s, t h e m a j o r i t y appeared 

i n t h e 1560s, These i n c l u d e P e t r u s B l o c c i u s ' s Hear dan twee honde r t 
1 ^ 

k e t t e r y e n , ende n ieuwe l e e r i n g e n , w e l c k wt de m i s s e zyn ghecomen (1567) 

and Een s l e c h t e l i c k ende s c h r i f f t e 1 i j c k o n d e r r i c h t i n g h e van da t doepse l 

ende auon tmae l C h r i s t ! Jesu ( 1 5 6 5 ) ' ^ as w a l l as anonymous t r a c t s such 

as the Schoon s u y v e r l y c k boecxken inhoudende het o o r d e l e n d e v o n n i s s e 

d a t qewesen is vanden Paus Pau lo t e r t i o ove r eenen Broeder der 
15 

c h r i s t e n e n ghenaemt P a s q u i l l u s ( 1 5 6 5 ) , t h e Schoon v raeghe van eenen 

bwr , hoe da t hy eenen pape g e u r a e c h t h e e f f t ( 1 5 6 5 ) ^ and Een c o l l o q u i e 

o f t t s a m e n s p r e k i n g h e van twee p e r s o n a g i e n , w a e r a f d i e eene P a s q u i l u s , 

ende de andere Marpho r rus genaemt is ( c ? 5 6 5 ) ^ ^ . Thus a d i f f e r e n t 

p a t t e r n emerges in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s f r o m t h a t e s t a b l i s h e d in Germany: 

in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s t h e 1520s and the 1560s (as o p p o s e d t o j u s t t h e 

1520s) were t h e p e r i o d s o f t h e g r e a t e s t p r o d u c t i o n o f a n t i - C a t h o l i c 

p o l e m i c a l l i t e r a t u r e . E s s e n t i a l l y , t h i s r e f l e c t s t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f two 

d i f f e r e n t g roups o f p o l e m i c i s t s , t h e Lu the rans b e i n g r e s p o n s i b l e i n t h e 

main f o r t h e 1520s p r o d u c t i o n and t h e Reformed f o r t h o s e pamph le ts 

p u b l i s h e d in t h e 1560s. 

G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , e v a n g e l i c a l p o l e m i c , w h e t h e r L u t h e r a n o r 

Re fo rmed, had t h r e e ma jo r o b j e c t i v e s : f i r s t , t o a t t a c k t h e s t r u c t u r e 

o f t h e Roman c h u r c h ; second , t o - a t t a c k t h e d o c t r i n e o f Rome; and t h i r d 

10 NK1310. See p . 2 9 2 . 

11 NKI787. See p . 2 9 9 . 

12 NK246. See p . 2 5 9 . 

13 Index a u r e l i e n s i s 119 860 . See p . 2 6 1 . 

14 W o l f e n b u t t e l HAB1164.17 Theol ( 1 1 ) . See p . 2 6 1 . 

15 The Hague KB 1703 E 4 2 ( 1 ) . See p p . 2 6 3 - 2 6 4 . 

16 K n u t t e l 134. See p . 3 1 2 , 

17 K n u t t e l 135. See p p . 2 6 9 - 2 7 0 . 
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t o r e f u t e p a r t i c u l a r c h a r g e s made by C a t h o l i c p o l e m i c i s t s . Each o f 

t h e s e themes w i l l be d e a l t w i t h i n t u r n . Why d i d e v a n g e l i c a l 

p o l e m i c i s t s a t t a c k t h e Roman chu rch? What f e a t u r e s d i d t h e y a t t a c k ? 

What d o c t r i n e s d i d t hey denounce , and how d i d t h e y , i n t u r n , d e f e n d 

t h e m s e l v e s a g a i n s t C a t h o l i c c h a r g e s ? 

The e v a n g e l i c a l a t t a c k upon t h e Roman c h u r c h , howeve r , was o n l y 

one s i d e o f t h e war o f w o r d s . T h e r e f o r e , t h e second h a l f o f t h i s 

c h a p t e r w i l l be c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c response - t h e t e n 

o r so a n t i - P r o t e s t a n t p o l e m i c s p u b l i s h e d i n Dutch between 1520 and 1566, 

Wha t , i t m i g h t be a s k e d , d i d C a t h o l i c p o l e m i c i s t s a t t a c k in 

P r o t e s t a n t i s m ? How d i d t hey d e f e n d t h e i r own p o s i t i o n ? When and why 

were C a t h o l i c p o l e m i c s p u b l i s h e d ? How and why d i d C a t h o l i c a t t i t u d e s 

t owa rds v e r n a c u l a r p o l e m i c change? 

i ) E v a n g e l i c a l a n t i - C a t h o l i c p o l e m i c . 

L u t h e r ' s a t t a c k s on t h e a u t h o r i t y o f t h e papacy s t r u c k a f a m i l i a r 

c h o r d in s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y Germany, A n t i - c u r i a l s e n t i m e n t s had been 

r i f e in t h e German s p e a k i n g lands on t h e eve o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n . In 

1518, f o r e x a m p l e , when t h e D i e t o f Augsbu rg was c o n f r o n t e d w i t h t h e 

r e q u e s t o f Leo X f o r a s p e c i a l t a x t o p romo te a c r u s a d e i t r e p l i e d t h a t 
18 

t h e r e a l enemy was n o t t h e T u r k , bu t t he ' h e l l - h o u n d ' i n Rome. T h i s 

b i t t e r a n t i - R o m a n f e e l i n g combined w i t h s y m p a t h i e s f o r L u t h e r ' s cause 

t o p roduce a t o r r e n t o f a n t i - c u r i a l p o l e m i c bes t e x e m p l i f i e d in t h e 

w r i t i n g s o f t h e German n a t i o n a l i s t U l r i c h von H u t t e n ( 1 4 8 3 - 1 5 2 3 ) . In 

h i s T r i a d e s Romanas ( 1 5 2 0 ) , w h i c h was a l s o p u b l i s h e d i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s 

by Simon C o r v e r a t Z w o l l e in 1 5 2 1 , ' ^ f o r i n s t a n c e , von H u t t e n c o m p i l e d 

a damning l i s t o f f i f t y s i n s o f Rome a r r a n g e d in t r i p l i c a t e . ' T r e s 

s u n t Romanorum m e r c e s ' , he b l a s t e d , ' C h r i s t u s , s a c e r d o t i a , m u l i e r e s . 

T r i a Romae g r a v i s s i m e a u d i t u , g e n e r a l e c o n c i l i u m , e m e n d a t i o s t a t u s 
20 

e c c l e s l a s t i c i e t quod Germani o c u l o s r e c i p i u n t . ' 

18 A .G, D i c k e n s , R e f o r m a t i o n and s o c i e t y in s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y Europe 
(London , 1966 ) , p . 2 3 , See a l s o M a n i f e s t a t i o n s o f d i s c o n t e n t i n Germany 
on t h e eve o f t h e r e f o r m a t i o n , e d . G . " S t r a u s s (B loom i n g t o n - L o n d o n , 

1971 ) , p p . 3 5 - 6 3 . 

19 NK2985. 

20 0 , Clemen, ' D i e l a m e n t a t i o n e s P e t r i ' , Z e i t s c h r i f t f u r K i r c h e n g e s c h i c h t e 
XIX ( 1 8 9 8 - 1 8 9 9 ) , p . 4 4 6 , ' T h r e e t h i n g s a r e s o l d i n Rome: C h r i s t , t h e 
p r i e s t h o o d and women. T h r e e t h i n g s a r e h a t e f u l t o Rome: a g e n e r a l 
c o u n c i l , t h e r e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e Church and t h e o p e n i n g o f German e y e s . ' 
R, S a i n t o n , Here I s t a n d (New Y o r k , 1 9 5 0 ) , p p . 1 3 1 - 1 3 2 . 



74 

In i t s most e x t r e m e f o r m t h i s a n t i - c u r i a l p o l e m i c came t o i d e n t i f y 

t h e papacy w i t h t h e a p o c a l y p t i c f i g u r e o f A n t i c h r i s t . T h i s 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n was n o t , o f c o u r s e , a d i s c o v e r y o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n , In 

t h e C o l l o q u i e o f t t s a m e n s p r e k i n g h e van twee p e r s o n a g i e n waer o f d i e eene 

P a s q u i l l u s ende de a n d e r e M a r p h o r i u s genaempt i s M a r p h o r i u s t e l l s h i s 

companion P a s q u i l l u s t h a t f i f t y y e a r s a g o , b e f o r e L u t h e r had been heard 

o f , he saw a book in w h i c h t h e beas t was i d e n t i f i e d w i t h the papa l 
2 1 

m i t r e . Need less t o s a y , he saw t h i s as p r o p h e t i c . Such 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s o f t h e papacy as A n t i c h r i s t had been a f a m i l i a r theme 

amongst m e d i e v a l h e r e t i c a l g r o u p s , most n o t a b l y amongs t the S p i r i t u a l 

F r a n c i s c a n s , t h e L o l l a r d s and t h e H u s s i t e s . The S p i r i t u a l i s t t r a d i t i o n 

p r o b a b l y d a t e s back t o t h e p r o p h e c i e s o f Joach im o f F i o r e ( c l 132-1202) 

who p ronounced i n 1190-91 t h a t t h e A n t i c h r i s t had a l r e a d y been bo rn a t 
22 

Rome. Yet whereas W y c l i f and L u t h e r a f t e r h im c o n s i d e r e d t h e papacy 

t o be t h e s e a t o f A n t i c h r i s t , t he S p i r i t u a l s i d e n t i f i e d a p a r t i c u l a r 

p o n t i f f pope John X X I I as t h e A n t i c h r i s t because he had denounced t h e i r 
23 

d o c t r i n e s as h e r e t i c a l . 

L u t h e r f i r s t came t o v i e w t h e papacy as A n t i c h r i s t d u r i n g h i s 

r e s e a r c h i n t o papa l d e c r e t a l s in p r e p a r a t i o n f o r t h e L e i p z i g d e b a t e 

w i t h Eck . In March 1519 he c o n f i d e d t o S p a l a t i n 

' I do n o t know w h e t h e r t he pope i s A n t i c h r i s t 
o r h i s a p o s t l e , so does he in h i s d e c r e t a l s gi). 
c o r r u p t and c r u c i f y C h r i s t , t h a t i s , t h e t r u t h , ' 

By 10 Oc tobe r 1520 he was c e r t a i n , ' I f e e l much f r e e r ' , he w r o t e t o 
25 

Spa l a t i n , 'now t h a t I am c e r t a i n t h a t t h e pope i s A n t i c h r i s t . ' 

L u t h e r ' s p u b l i c condemna t i on o f t h e papacy as A n t i c h r i s t , A d v e r s u s 

e x e c r a b i l e m A n t i c h r i s t i b u l l a m , f i r s t p u b l i s h e d i n 1520, was r e p r i n t e d 

in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s p r o b a b l y by M i c h i e l Hi l i e n van H o o c h s t r a t e n l a t e r 

t h a t same y e a r , ^ ^ The e a r l i e s t v e r n a c u l a r a n t i - p a p a l pamph le t p r i n t e d 

21 Een c o l l o q u i e o f t t s a m e n s p r e k i n q h e van twee p e r s o n a g i e n , C v i r , 

22 M. Reeves , Joach im o f F i o r e and t he p r o p h e t i c f u t u r e , (London , 1976 ) , 
p p . 2 2 and 136, 

23 G. L e f f , Heresy i n t h e l a t e r m i d d l e ages ( M a n c h e s t e r , 1967 ) , I , p . 2 1 0 , 

24 R. S a i n t o n , o p . c i t , p . 1 0 9 . 

25 I b i d . p . 1 6 0 . 

26 NK3449. 
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i n t he N e t h e r l a n d s , howeve r , was p r o b a b l y D ie daden werken ende 

l e e r i j n q h e ons heeren Ihesu C h r i s t i ende des Paus ( c l 5 2 5 ) , an a d a p t a t i o n 

o f P h i l i p Me ianch thon and Lucas C r a n a c h ' s P a s s i o n a l C h r i s t ! und 
27 

Ant i c h r i s t i ( 1 5 2 1 ) . Though t h e t i t l e o f t he D u t c h t e x t i s n o t a b l y 

l ess r a d i c a l t h a n t h a t o f t he German v e r s i o n and a l s o l acks t h e v i s u a l 

d i m e n s i o n o f t h e o r i g i n a l , t he i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f t h e pope as A n t i c h r i s t 

r e m a i n s . I ndeed , t h e r e a r e two passages i n the D u t c h v e r s i o n in w h i c h 

t h e t r a n s l a t o r , q u i t e i ndependen t o f M e l a n c h t h o n ' s o r i g i n a l t e x t , 

d e m o n s t r a t e d t h a t the papacy was t o be e q u a t e d w i t h A n t i c h r i s t , In the 

f i r s t , a c o n t r a s t between C h r i s t ' s adornment o f a c rown o f t h o r n s and 

t h e p o p e ' s g o l d , p e a r l s and p r e c i o u s s t o n e s , he i d e n t i f i e d t h e l a t t e r 
28 

w i t h t h e Beast and t h e Whore o f Baby lon o f R e v e l a t i o n 17. In t h e 

second , a c o m p a r i s o n between t h e t r u e and f a l s e s h e p h e r d s , t h e D u t c h 

t r a n s l a t o r l e f t even l e s s t o the i m a g i n a t i o n : 

'Den D i e f en comt n i e t ande rs dan om s t e l e n 
om dooden ende om v e r d e r u e n , A l s u l c k s i s 
den Paus i e g h e n w o o r d i c h de w e l c k e nae r syn 
eyghen r e c h t e n den r e c h t e n A n t e c h r i s t i s 
ende v e r d e r u e r de r C h r i s t e n h e y t . ' 29 

Of c o u r s e , t h e r e were some, p resumab l y C a t h o l i c s , who o b j e c t e d t o 

t h e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f t h e papacy as A n t i c h r i s t . F r a n g o i s L a m b e r t , an 

27 See p p . 2 7 3 - % A c c o r d i n g t o W i l l e m Gnapheus ' D i s p u t a c i e t u s s c h e n d i e 
k e t t e r m e e s t e r s ende Jan van Woorden ( c l 5 2 5 - 2 9 ) Jan de Bakker came 
c l o s e t o i d e n t i f y i n g t h e pope as A n t i c h r i s t r e f e r r i n g t o t h e Roman 
Church as ' d a t s E c c l e s i a m a l i g n a n t i u m , ende d i e Paus s i d t h i e r in d i e 
o p p e r s t e s t o e l , ende i s ghenaemt Ca thed ra p e s t i l e n t i e . ' CD IV , p . 4 7 7 . 
T h i s same ph rase c a t h e d r a p e s t i l e n t i a e was used b o t h by Wessel 
G a n s f o r t and by t h e anonymous a u t h o r o f t h e E p i s t o l a e o b s c u r o r u m 
V i ro rum. I t appea rs t o be based on Psa lm 2 6 : 5 ' I have h a t e d t h e 
c o n g r e g a t i o n o f e v i l d o e r s and w i l l no t s i t w i t h t h e w i c k e d ' , a n d , in 
t h e hands o f l a t e m e d i e v a l r e f o r m e r s , was used t o l e g i t i m i z e 
r e s i s t a n c e t o c o r r u p t p r i e s t s and p r e l a t e s . M.H, O g i l v i e , 'Wessel 
G a n s f o r t ' s t h e o l o g y o f c h u r c h g o v e r n m e n t ' , NAK LV ( 1 9 7 5 ) , p . 133. 
E p i s t o l a e o b s c u r o r u m v i r o r u m , e d . G. S tokes ( L o n d o n , 1925 ) , p p . 6 0 and 
332 . 

28 Die daden werken ende l e e r i j n q h e ons heeren I h e s u C h r i s t ! ende des 
Paus. A 4 r . 

29 I b i d . C i r . 'The t h i e f comes o n l y t o s t e a l , k i l l and d e s t r o y . And 
such i s t h e p r e s e n t pope who, a c c o r d i n g t o h i s own l a w s , is t h e t r u e 
A n t i c h r i s t and the d e s t r o y e r o f Chr I s t gnJofvx. 
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e a r l y c o n v e r t t o t he R e f o r m a t i o n f r o m the ranks o f t h e Observant 

F r a n c i s c a n s i n d i c a t e d t h i s i n h i s Gulden o p s c h r i f t in der m i n r e b r o e d e r s 

reqhe 1: 

'Ende i c k weet d a t t e t d i e sommighe q u a e l i c k e n 
nemen s u l l e n da t i c den Paeus A n t i c h r i s t u s heet 
ende den mensch des sonds ende den zoen des 
v e r d e r f f e n i s s e d i e nu t e n l e s t e n d i e hem 
aenhangen een A n t i c h r i s t i s c h e ende A p o s t a t i s c h e 
r i j c noeme. ' 30 

However, Lambert h i m s e l f , a v i r u l e n t a n t i - p a p i s t was in no d o u b t . For 

him the S c r i p t u r e s q u i t e c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e papacy was A n t i -

c h r i s t , ^ ^ Indeed , he c o n s i d e r e d t h i s v iew t o be so v i t a l as t o be an 

e s s e n t i a l p a r t o f t he e v a n g e l i c a l f a i t h ; 

' A l l e menschen d i e o p r e c h t i l i c i n c r i s t u m ge louen 
s i cond da t d i e Paeus is d i e A n t i c h r i s t d i e so 
menighe t i j d e n v o l nae a l i e n v o l c k en v e r l e y t 
h e e f t ende van t w o o r t gods h e e f t seer v e r u r e e m t . ' 

Ano the r Lu the ran w r i t e r t o c l e a r l y i d e n t i f y t h e papacy as A n t i c h r i s t 

was F r a n c i s c u s A l a r d u s , t h e f i r s t p r e a c h e r o f t h e L u t h e r a n c h u r c h in 

An twerp in 1566. In h i s C o r t e v e r u a t van a l l e mensche 1 i j e k e i n s e t t i n g h e n 
33 

de r roomscher k e r c k e (1556) A l a r d u s s e l e c t e d f i v e a r t i c l e s f r om the 

XXXII a r t i c u l o s Lovan iens ium t h e o l o g i s t a r u m (1544) as p r o o f t h a t t h e 

papacy was A n t i c h r i s t : t h a t i t i s necessa ry t o b e l i e v e a l l t he 

t r a d i t i o n s o f t h e papacy must be o b s e r v e d ; t h a t a C h r i s t i a n can e a r n 

h i s s a l v a t i o n t h r o u g h h i s good works and make s a t i s f a c t i o n f o r h i m s e l f 

and f o r t hose in p u r g a t o r y ; t h a t a C h r i s t i a n must do more than God has 

commanded in t h e Ten Commandments; t h a t t h e mass i s an a tonement f o r 

t h e l i v i n g and t h e dead, t h a t t he sacrament must be w o r s h i p p e d and t h a t 

30 F. Lamber t , Een gu lden o p s c h r i f t in der m i n r e b r o e d e r s r e q h e l , * i i i i r . 
'And I know t h a t some w i l l t a k e i t amiss t h a t I c a l l t h e Pope 
A n t i c h r i s t and the man o f s i n and the son o f p e r d i t i o n and 
those who f o l l o w him t o t h e end members o f t he k ingdom o f t h e 
A n t i c h r i s t and the A p o s t a t e . ' 

31 I b i d , i i i i v . 

32 I b i d . Evv. ' A l l men t h a t t r u l y b e l i e v e in C h r i s t know t h a t t he pope 
is A n t i c h r i s t who has led a lmos t a l l t h e p e o p l e a s t r a y so many t imes 

and a l i e n a t e d them ve ry much f r om the word o f God, ' 

33 See p . 2 5 6 . 
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i t i s he resy t o r e c e i v e i t i n b o t h k i n d s ; f i n a l l y t h a t C h r i s t i s no t 
3^ 

our o n l y a d v o c a t e and m e d i a t o r . In a d d i t i o n , A l a r d u s r e j e c t e d t h e 

b e l i e f t h a t P e t e r was t h e b i s h o p o f Rome o r t h a t he was the c h i e f o f 

t h e a p o s t l e s , and r e f u s e d t o acknowledge t h a t C h r i s t ' s words 'Thou a r t 
35 

P e t e r and upon t h i s r o c k I w i l l b u i l d my c h u r c h ' referred to P e t e r , 

T h i s c o n n e c t i o n o f t h e A n t i c h r i s t w i t h t h e papacy was n o t , howeve r , 

t h e monopoly o f t h e L u t h e r a n s . Reformed t h e o l o g i a n s , t o o , made t h e same 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . Some d e v o t e d e n t i r e pamph le t s t o t h i s one theme. F i v e 

sermons o f t h e Z u r i c h t h e o l o g i a n Rudo lph G u a l t h e r u s , f o r examp le , were 

p u b l i s h e d in Low German by P i e t e r A n a s t a s i u s de Z u t t e r e a t Emden in t h e 

e a r l y 1560s under t h e t i t l e Per a n t i c h r i s t . Eyn k o r t e , k l a r e , ende 

eynvdld iqe bewi j sung in v i j f p r e d i c k e n begrepen dz d e r paus van Room der 

r e c h t , w a e r a c h t i g , g r o o t , unde e y g e n t l i c h a n t i c h r i s t s i j . ^ ^ However , a 

h o s t o f o t h e r Reformed p a m p h l e t s p u b l i s h e d i n D u t c h a b o u t t h i s t i m e a l s o 

i d e n t i f i e d t h e papacy as A n t i c h r i s t , These i n c l u d e d B a l e ' s Der s t a n d t 

ende de b i l d e de r beyder ghemeyn ten , B l o c c i u s ' s Meer dan twee h o n d e r t 

k e t t e r y e n w e l c k wt de m isse zyn ghecomen, as w e l l as t h e anonymous Va1 

der roomscher k e r c k e n . Met o o r d e e l vanden Paus P a u l o t e r t i o ouer 

Pasqu i11 us , Een schoon v raeghe van eenen bwr hoe d a t eenen pape g e u r a e c h t 

h e e f f t and t h e C o l l o q u i e van twee p e r s o n a g i e n , P a s q u i l l u s ende 

Marphor i u s . 

A f t e r t h e r e j e c t i o n o f p a p a l a u t h o r i t y t h e d e n u n c i a t i o n o f t h e 

m o n a s t i c i d e a l was perhaps t h e most damning o f e v a n g e l i c a l a t t a c k s on t h e 

s t r u c t u r e and l i f e o f t h e Roman c h u r c h . W i t h i n t h e l a t e med ieva l c h u r c h 

m o n a s t i c ism was r e g a r d e d as t h e h i g h e s t e x p r e s s i o n o f d e v o t i o n t o God, 

Thomas A q u i n a s , f o r e x a m p l e , had t a u g h t t h a t t h e t a k i n g o f m o n a s t i c vows 

was a second b a p t i s m w h i c h r e s t o r e d t h e s i n n e r t o t h e s t a t e o f i nnocence 
37 

w h i c h he e n j o y e d when f i r s t b a p t i z e d . Erasmus had c a l l e d such v iews 

i n t o q u e s t i o n by a r g u i n g t h a t no vow was more s a c r e d t h a n t h a t o f 

34 F. A l a r d u s , C o r t e v e r u a t van a l i e m e n s c h e 1 i j c k e i n s e t t i n q h e n de r 
roomscher k e r c k e , F v i v - F v i i v . 

35 I b i d . A v i i r - B i i r . 

36 U t r e c h t UB F . o c t . 1 2 3 ( 1 ) R a r i o r a . 

37 R. S a i n t o n , o p . c i t . p . 3 3 . 
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b a p t i s m . Such a rguments were a l s o used by e v a n g e l i c a l a u t h o r s in 

t h e i r a t t a c k upon t h e m o n a s t i c i d e a l . In t he O o r d e e l vanden Paus Pau lo 

t e r t i o oue r P a s q u i l l u s , f o r examp le , P a s q u i l l u s when asked h i s o p i n i o n 

on m o n a s t i c vows s t r e s s e d t h e o b l i g a t i o n o f t h e C h r i s t i a n t o f u l f i l h i s 

b a p t i s m a l p r o m i s e s : 

' I n d e n e e r s t e n so i s t van noode d a t wy e e r s t 
v o l b r e n g h e n s u l l e n d i e b e l o f t e n d i e wy i n t 
Doopse l ghedaen hebben daer wy t o e v e r b o n d e n 
z i j n ende a Is wy d i e v o l b r a c h t hebben w i l l e n 
wy dan daer noch wat g o e d t s t o e doen d a t 
g o d d e l i c k i s da t moghen wy we 1 d o e n . ' 39 

S i m i l a r l y , F ranco is Lambert a r g u e d t h a t t h e r e i s b u t one f e l l o w s h i p o f 

b e l i e v e r s , e n t e r e d t h r o u g h f a i t h . Those who hope t o g a i n s a l v a t i o n by 

e n t r a n c e i n t o a monas te r y he condemned as w r e c k e r s o f t h e u n i t y o f t he 
40 

f a i t h e s t a b l i s h e d t h r o u g h b a p t i s m . 

E v a n g e l i c a l s , however , went t o f a r g r e a t e r e x t r e m e s i n t h e i r 

d e n u n c i a t i o n s o f m o n a s t i c i s m than d i d C h r i s t i a n h u m a n i s t s , F r a n c o i s 

Lambe r t , f o r e x a m p l e , h i m s e l f a f o r m e r F r a n c i s c a n monk c a s t i g a t e d 

m o n a s t i c i s m in g e n e r a l and h i s o r d e r in p a r t i c u l a r w i t h a l l t h e p a s s i o n 

o f a renegade . In t h e f i r s t p l a c e he exposed t h e s u p p o s e d l y c h a s t e 

l i v e s o f t h e F r a n c i s c a n s by l u r i d d e s c r i p t i o n s o f t h e i r immoral and 

p e r v e r s e s e x u a l b e h a v i o u r : 

"Want onder hoer worden gheuonden d i e n i e t a l l e e n 
een o f t e twee mer v e e l hoeren voeden Men v i n t s e 
oec d i e a l i e i a e r een n ieuwe hebben o f t e a l i e twe 
i a r e n o f t v i e r i a r e n . Van b o g g h e r i e ende a n d e r e 
m a n i e r e n van oncuysheden g e e f t openbaer genoech 

38 See, f o r e x a m p l e , 'The g i r l w i t h no i n t e r e s t i n m a r r i a g e ' in The 
c o l l o q u i e s o f Erasmus, e d , C.R. Thompson ( C h i c a g o and London, 1965 ) , 
p p . 1 0 3 - 1 1 1 . 

39 Oordee l vanden Paus P a u l o t e r t i o ouer P a s q u i l l u s , D v r - v . ' I n t h e 
f i r s t p l a c e i t i s n e c e s s a r y t h a t we f i r s t f u l f i l t h e p r o m i s e s t h a t 
we bound o u r s e l v e s t o i n b a p t i s m and , when we have f u l f i l l e d t h e s e , 
i f we d e s i r e t o do some f u r t h e r good t h a t is g o d l y , t hen we may do 
so.^ 

40 F . L a m b e r t , Een g u l d e n o p s c h r i f t i n de r m i n r e b r o e d e r s r e q h e l , B l i i i r . 
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g h e t u y c h d i e A n t i c h r i s t i g h e s t a d t van Romen 
m i t v e a l a n d e r e n . ' 41 

S e c o n d l y , Lambert n o t o n l y a t t a c k e d i m m o r a l i t y , b u t he a l s o q u e s t i o n e d 

t h e v e r y f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e m e n d i c a n t l i f e . The b a s i c p r e s u p p o s i t i o n 

beh ind mend icancy was t h a t p o v e r t y i t s e l f was a r i g h t e o u s s t a t e . 

However , Lambert a s s e r t e d t h a t t h e S c r i p t u r e s t e a c h o t h e r w i s e . Q u o t i n g 

P r o v e r b s 3 0 : 8 , ' G i v e me n e i t h e r p o v e r t y nor r i c h e s ' . Psalm 3 7 : 2 5 , 'I have 

no t seen t h e r i g h t e o u s f o r s a k e n o r h i s c h i l d r e n b e g g i n g b r e a d ' , and 

A c t s 4 : 3 4 , ' T h e r e was no t a needy p e r s o n among t h e m ' , he a rgued t h a t 

s i n c e mend icancy was n o t f ounded on God 's word i t was the work o f t h e 
42 

D e v i l . The C h r i s t i a n l i f e , Lambert m a i n t a i n e d does no t c o n s i s t o f 

e n t r a n c e i n t o a m o n a s t e r y , bu t o f d e a t h and r e s u r r e c t i o n w i t h C h r i s t ; 

i t i s f a i t h a l o n e t h a t makes us r i g h t e o u s and d i s c i p l e s o f C h r i s t : 

'Daerom c h r i s t u s na t e v o l g e n en i s n i e t t e 
c l o e s t e r gaen o f m i t desen o f m i t d i e n c l e e t 
g h e c l e e t worden mer g e l o v e n , Ende o e c en 
v e r s a e c k e n s i hoer s e l u e n n i e t noch c r u c e n 
d i e s o d a n i g e g r i n e n aen nemen mer d i e m i t 
c h r i s t o s t e r u e n ende m i t hem v e r r i s e n d a e r 
wt v o l c h t d a t s i daerom z i j n d i s c i p u l e n n i e t 
en s i j n a Is s i beroemen. A l l e e n het g h e l o e f 
a 1st r e c h t u a e r d i c h maect maket c h r i s t 
d i s c i p u l e n . ' 43 

M o r e o v e r , a l o n g s i d e t h e C h r i s t i a n human is t c r i t i q u e and t h i s 

t o r r e n t o f e v a n g e l i c a l p o l e m i c , h o s t i l i t y t o f i s c a l p r i v i l e g e s and envy 

o f t h e i r supposed w e a l t h loomed l a r g e a g a i n s t t h e m o n a s t i c o r d e r s and , 

41 i b i d . D i i i r . ' F o r among them one f i n d s t h o s e who n o t o n l y keep one 
o r two w h o r e s , but many w h o r e s . You w i l l d i s c o v e r a l s o t h o s e who 
have a new one e v e r y y e a r o r e v e r y two o r f o u r y e a r s . Rome, t h e c i t y 
o f A n t i c h r i s t , a long w i t h many o ther towns^furn ishes pwWc tes t imony 
t o t h e ( p r a c t i c e ) o f buggery and o t h e r s o r t s o f i m p u r i t y . ' 

42 I b i d . B i i v - B i i i r . 

43 I b i d . C i v - C i i r . ' T h e r e f o r e , t o f o l l o w a f t e r C h r i s t i s no t t o e n t e r 
a monastery or t o c l o t h e o n e s e l f w i t h t h i s or t h a t cowl , but 
Nor do t h e y a l s o f o r s a k e t h e m s e l v e s no r t a k e up t h e cross by 
p r a c t i s i n g such l a m e n t a t i o n s : t hey f o r s a k e t h e m s e l v e s by d y i n g w i t h 
C h r i s t and r i s i n g w i t h Him, I t t h e r e f o r e f o l l o w s t h e y a r e no t H is 
d i s c i p l e s , d e s p i t e t h e i r b o a s t i n g . F a i t h a l o n e makes us r i g h t e o u s 
and makes us d i s c i p l e s o f C h r i s t , ' 
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i n p a r t i c u l a r , a g a i n s t t h e F r i a r s . F i r s t , t h e r e w e r e o c c a s i o n a l p o p u l a r 

o u t b u r s t s a g a i n s t i n d i v i d u a l m o n a s t e r i e s . The r e l i g i o u s house a t 
kk 

' s - H e r t o g e n b o s c h , f o r e x a m p l e , was ransacked in 1525 . Perhaps more 

i m p o r t a n t l y , howeve r , t he way o f l i f e o f t h e f r i a r s was b e g i n n i n g t o be 

c h a l l e n g e d by new s o c i a l a t t i t u d e s t owa rds p o v e r t y . In p a r t i c u l a r , 

o r d i n a n c e s i n t r o d u c e d in some F l e m i s h towns in t h e 1520s l e g i s l a t e d 

a g a i n s t i n d i s c r i m i n a t e a l m s g i v i n g . An e x c e p t i o n was made f o r t h e f r i a r s , 

bu t i n t h e i r eyes t h e damage a g a i n s t t h e t r a d i t i o n a l n o t i o n t h a t p o v e r t y 

c o u l d be e q u a t e d w i t h h o l i n e s s was a l r e a d y d o n e , ^ ^ 

Whereas t h e m o n a s t i c o r d e r s f i g u r e p r o m i n e n t l y in Dutch p o l e m i c a l 

l i t e r a t u r e r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n i s f o c u s e d on t he s e c u l a r c l e r g y , 

and t h i s marks a n o t a b l e d e p a r t u r e f r o m t h e p a m p h l e t l i t e r a t u r e o f t he 

German R e f o r m a t i o n . ^ ^ I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o a c c o u n t f o r t h i s d i s p a r i t y . 

Perhaps i t i s p a r t l y due t o t h e g r e a t e r v i r u l e n c e and i m p o r t a n c e o f 

p r e - R e f o r m a t i on a n t i - c l e r i c a l i s m in Germany t h a n i n the N e t h e r l a n d s . 

Hans S a c h s ' Schoon d i s p u t a t i e van eenen e v a n g e l i s s c h e n schoemaker ende 

van eenen p a p i s t i g h e n c o e r h e e r e and t h e anonymous W a r a c h t i g e n ieuwe 

t i j d i n g h e van eenen beer d i e met c r a n c k e y t beuaen hem h e e f t g h e b i e c h t 

t e q e n z i j n e n p r o c h i a e n (1564) c o n t a i n e l e m e n t s o f a n t i c l e r i c a l i sm, bu t 

b o t h a r e t r a n s l a t i o n s o f German w o r k s . The o n l y i n d i g e n o u s t r a c t in 

w h i c h t h e r e i s any n o t a b l e c r i t i c i s m o f t h e s e c u l a r c l e r g y is t h e T r o o s t 

ende s p i e q e l de r s i e c k e n (1531) o f W i l l e m G n a p h e u s , ^ ^ In t h i s wo rk o f 

c o m f o r t f o r t h e s i c k and d y i n g t he c o n t e m p o r a r y c l e r g y a r e h e l d t o be 

l a x i n t h e i r s h e p h e r d i n g c a r e i n s o f a r as t h e y have a l l o w e d h i r e l i n g s t o 
48 

come amongst God 's f l o c k , a v a r i c i o u s in t h a t t h e y a r e o n l y w i l l i n g t o 
h9 

f u l f i l t h e i r p a s t o r a l d u t i e s f o r f i n a n c i a l g a i n , and c a r e l e s s i n t h e 

44 A . C . Duke, ' B u i l d i n g heaven in h e l l ' s d e s p i t e : t h e e a r l y h i s t o r y o f 
t h e r e f o r m a t i o n in t h e towns o f t h e Low C o u n t r i e s , ' B r i t a i n and t h e 
N e t h e r l a n d s (The Hague, 1981 ) , V I I , p . 5 9 

45 J . D e c a v e l e , De dageraad van de r e f o r m a t i e i n V l a a n d e r e n (1520 -1565 ) 
( B r u s s e l s , 1975 ) , I , p p , 1 0 7 - 1 3 6 . A . C . Duke, ' B u i l d i n g heaven i n 
h e l l ' s d e s p i t e , ' p , 5 9 . 

46 See S.E.Ozment , 'Pamph le t l i t e r a t u r e o f t h e german r e f o r m a t i o n , ' 
R e f o r m a t i o n E u r o p e : a guide t o r e s e a r c h , e d . S . E , Ozment ( S t , L o u i s , 1982) , 

: ' pp 91-93 
47 NKIOIO. See p p u 2 8 l - 2 8 4 . 

48 BRN I , p . 1 5 3 . 
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p e r f o r m a n c e o f t h e i r d u t i e s because t h e y v a l u e masses and v i g i l s more 

t h a n men who a r e t he l i v i n g t e m p l e s o f t h e Holy S p i r i t , G n a p h e u s 

a l s o accuses t h e c l e r g y o f a g r e a t e r i n t e r e s t in t h e payment o f t i t h e s 
51 

t h a n in t h e ma in tenance o f God ' s l aws . A g a i n t h i s makes t he T r o o s t 

ende s p i e g e l de r s i e c k e n somewhat o f an e x c e p t i o n . Whereas t i t h e s were 
52 

f r e q u e n t l y c o m p l a i n e d o f in German p a m p h l e t s , t h i s i s t he o n l y known 

c o m p l a i n t a g a i n s t t i t h i n g in a Du tch e v a n g e l i c a l p a m p h l e t . T h i s wou ld 

s u g g e s t t h a t t i t h e s were a g r e a t e r s o u r c e o f g r i e v a n c e in Germany t han 

i n t he N e t h e r l a n d s . Perhaps t h i s i s a r e f l e c t i o n o f t he more u rban 

c h a r a c t e r o f Du tch s o c i e t y . A l t e r n a t i v e l y , i t may be an i n d i c a t i o n o f 

t h e ' l o w e r p r o f i l e ' o f t h e Church as a t e m p o r a l r u l e r i n t he Low 

C o u n t r i e s . 

The most i m p o r t a n t f o c u s o f a t t a c k on t h e d o c t r i n e o f t he Roman 
53 

c h u r c h by e v a n g e l i c a l p o l e m i c i s t s conce rned t h e m a s s . As we have 

a l r e a d y seen in c h a p t e r two t h i s d e n u n c i a t i o n o f t h e c r u x o f l a t e -

m e d i e v a l d e v o t i o n came in two p h a s e s ; f i r s t t he mass was r e j e c t e d as 

a s a c r i f i c e and a good w o r k , and second , t h e r e a l p r e s e n c e o f C h r i s t ' s 

body and b l o o d i n t h e e u c h a r i s t i c e l e m e n t s was d e n i e d . The r e j e c t i o n 

o f t h e s a c r i f i c i a l n a t u r e o f t h e mass e v i d e n t l y f o r m e d an i m p o r t a n t 

p a r t o f e v a n g e l i c a l b e l i e f i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s b e t w e e n 1520 and 1525, bu t 

i t c o n t i n u e d t o f e a t u r e in t h e y e a r s a f t e r 1525. I n h i s Paradoxa 
54 ' 

( c l 5 2 8 ) , f o r e x a m p l e , F r a n q o i s Lambert d i s c a r d e d t h e n o t i o n t h a t t h e 

mass i s a r e - e n a c t m e n t o f C h r i s t ' s un i que s a c r i f i c e a t C a l v a r y in f a v o u r 

o f t he v i e w t h a t i t i s a remembrance: 

' V o o r t so i s t m e r c k e l i c d a t i n dese E u c h a r i s t i e 
n i e t op een nyeu g e o f f e r t w o r t noch t e n m i s h a e c h t 
mi n i e t want i c a l s o ghevode da t d i e E u c h a r i s t i e 
es een g e d e n k e n i s s e van d i e o f f e r h a n d e d o e r d i e 
we 1 eke C h r i s t u s hem s e l u e n voo r ons s i n e n v a d ( ? ) 

50 BRN I , p . 1 5 6 . 

51 BRN I , p . 1 5 9 . 

52 C o m p l a i n t s o v e r t i t h e s f e a t u r e d e s p e c i a l l y p r o m i n e n t l y in t h e 
pamph le t l i t e r a t u r e o f t h e Peasants War , 

53 O the r a s p e c t s o f e v a n g e l i c a l p o l e m i c - a g a i n s t images , t h e i n t e r m e d i a r y 
r o l e o f t h e V i r g i n Mary and t he l i k e - have been d e a l t w i t h in c h a p t e r 
t w o , 

54 NK3359. See p . 2 9 3 . 



82 

eens g e o g g e r t h e e f t v o o r t soe moeter e e n 
bedancken z i j n voo r d i e o f f e r h a n d e . ' 55 

Reformed t h e o l o g i a n s were no l ess h o s t i l e t o t h i s ' b l asphemous ' 

d o c t r i n e . I t f i g u r e d as t h e f i r s t , and t h e r e f o r e p o s s i b l y the g r e a t e s t , 
56 

o f t h e two hundred and one h e r e s i e s l i s t e d by P e t r u s B l o c c i u s , w h i l s t 

John Ba le c o n s i d e r e d t h i s f r e s h c r u c i f i x i o n o f t h e Lord t o be a s i g n o f 57 

A n t i c h r i s t , On t h i s p o i n t , a t l e a s t , L u t h e r a n s and Reformed were 

a g r e e d . I t i s n o t a b l e , howeve r , t h a t a t t a c k s on t h e s a c r i f i c i a l n a t u r e 

o f t h e mass, a v i t a l f e a t u r e o f p r e - 1 5 2 5 p o l e m i c , do n o t f i g u r e q u i t e 

so p r o m i n e n t l y in t h e l a t e r pamph le t l i t e r a t u r e o f t h e Dutch R e f o r m a t i o n . 

L a t e r a u t h o r s c o n c e n t r a t e d t h e i r a t t e n t i o n i n s t e a d on the second p o i n t 

o f a t t a c k , t h e d e n i a l o f t h e r e a l p r e s e n c e . The anonymous t r a c t Den 

va1 de r roomscher k e r c k e n ( 1 5 5 3 ) , f o r e x a m p l e , i s e n t i r e l y d e v o t e d t o 

t h i s theme. A c c o r d i n g t o t h e a u t h o r , t h e words hoc e s t co rpus meum a r e 

a n a l a g o u s t o C h r i s t ' s m e t a p h o r i c a l s a y i n g s . When C h r i s t s a i d ' I am the 

d o o r ' he d i d no t mean t h a t he was a p h y s i c a l d o o r . S i m i l a r l y , t h e words 

hoc e s t c o r p u s meum do no t a c t u a l l y c r e a t e t h e same body t h a t Mary 
r o 

b o r e . The a u t h o r a l s o r e j e c t s t h e r e a l p r e s e n c e as b e i n g i n c o n s i s t e n t 

w i t h t h e d o c t r i n e o f t h e T r i n i t y , Duns Sco tus had r e c o n c i l e d t h e s e two 

d o c t r i n e s by a r g u i n g t h a t j u s t as a man l i g h t s many c a n d l e s w i t h one 

c a n d l e , and t h e o r i g i n a l c a n d l e i s no t l essened by t h i s , so many h o s t s 

can be c o n s e c r a t e d , y e t t h e r e remains but one G o d , For t h e a u t h o r o f 

Den val de r roomscher k e r c k e n , howeve r , such a v i e w i s nonsense . S ince 

e v e r y c a n d l e i s a c a n d l e i n i t s own r i g h t , so e v e r y h o s t a l s o must be a 
59 

god in i t s own r i g h t . 

Perhaps t he c r u d e s t r e p u d i a t i o n s o f t h e r e a l p r e s e n c e in Den v a l der 

roomscher k e r c k e n , however , a r e t h e a u t h o r ' s p a r o d i e s o f t h e Creed and 

t h e L o r d ' s P r a y e r . S i nce i n h i s v i e w t h e d o c t r i n e o f t h e r e a l p resence 

c o n t r a d i c t s t he t e n e t o f f a i t h "On t h e t h i r d day he rose a g a i n f r o m t h e 

dead and ascended i n t o h e a v e n , " a new f o r m u l a i s d e v i s e d : 

55 F . L a m b e r t , P a r a d o x a , 2 4 v . ' F u r t h e r m o r e , i t i s t o be n o t e d t h a t t he 
s a c r i f i c e i s no t r e p e a t e d in t h i s e u c h a r i s t ; n e v e r t h e l e s s , i t does 
n o t d i s p l e a s e me, f o r as I b e l i e v e t h a t t h e E u c h a r i s t i s a memor i a l 
o f t h e s a c r i f i c e by w h i c h C h r i s t once s a c r i f i c e d h i m s e l f f o r o u r s i n s , 
t h e r e must be a t h a n k s g i v i n g f o r t h a t s a c r i f i c e . ' 

56 P. B l o c c i u s , Meer dan twee h o n d e r t k e t t e r y e n , p . 3 . 

57 J . B a l e , Den s t a n d t ende de b i l d e de r beyder g h e m e y n t e n , E e i i r - v . 

58 BRN I , p . 4 0 5 . 

59 BRN I , p p . 4 0 9 - 1 0 . 
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' , , , e n d e i s v e r r e s e n t e n derden dage . Dae r na 
d i e pausen ende z i j n d i e n a e r s s l o e g e n d e handen 
aen hem, ende hebben hem op ghehanghen op den 
a l t a e r , ende daer h e e f t hy gehanghen, a l d i e n 
t i j t l a n c k . ' 60 

L i k e w i s e , 'Our F a t h e r w h i c h a r t in heaven ' i s r e c a s t , 

'Onse v a d e f d i e daer s i t op den a l t a e r , 

A s i m i l a r argument was employed by P e t r u s B l o c c i u s i n h i s Meer dan twee 

h o n d e r t k e t t e r y e n , ende n ieuwe l e e r i n g e n , w e l c h w t de misse zyn ghecomen. 

The one hundred and t w e n t y e i g h t h he resy r e i t e r a t e s t h e s a t i r e on t h e 

L o r d ' s P r a y e r , 

'Onse Uader d i e in da t huysken o f t i nden Heme 1 
i s . ' 

Where d i d such v iews o r i g i n a t e ? C l e a r l y , t h e w r i t i n g s o f t h e 

m a i n s t r e a m r e f o r m e r s were no t r e s p o n s i b l e f o r such a r g u m e n t s . The use 

o f t h e o p e n i n g ph rase o f t h e L o r d ' s P r a y e r 'Our F a t h e r w h i c h a r t i n 

heaven ' as p r o o f t h a t C h r i s t i s i n heaven and c a n n o t t h e r e f o r e be in t h e 

e u c h a r i s t i c e l e m e n t s , i g n o r e s t h e f a c t t h a t t h e p r a y e r i nvokes God t h e 

F a t h e r - and t h e r e f o r e t h e wrong pe rson o f t h e T r i n i t y , No t h e o l o g i a n 

o f any s t a n d i n g w o u l d employ such a muddled a r g u m e n t . R a t h e r , such 

v iews p r o b a b l y a r i s e f r o m a commonsense homespun t h e o l o g y w i t h i t s r o o t s 

i n an o r a l t r a d i t i o n o f d i s s e n t w h i c h may have a n t e d a t e d t h e R e f o r m a t i o n . 

The same use o f t h e L o r d ' s P r a y e r t o r e f u t e t h e d o c t r i n e o f t h e r e a l 

p r e s e n c e , f o r i n s t a n c e , was made by P i e t e r Aemsz, an A n a b a p t i s t f r o m 

Amsterdam in 1533 .^^ O the r c r u d e and s i m p l e r e f u t a t i o n s o f t h e r e a l 

60 BRN I , p . 4 1 5 . ' A f t e r t h e Pope and h i s m y n i s t e r s g a t e handes on h im and 
hanged him upon t h e A l t a r e and t h e r e he h a t h hanged e v e r s y n c e . ' 
T r a n s l a t i o n f r o m The f a u l l o f t h e romyshe c h u r c h e (STC 2 1 3 0 5 ) , 
C i v - C i i r . Such p a r o d i e s were no t uncommon in t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 
The Ghent Vader onze ( 1 5 7 2 ) , f o r e x a m p l e , was a p a r o d y a g a i n s t t h e 
Duke o f A l v a , 

61 BRN I , p . 4 1 5 . 

62 P. B l o c c i u s , Meer dan twee h o n d e r t k e t t e r y e n , p . 1 9 . 'Our F a t h e r w h i c h 
a r t i n t h e s a c r a m e n t a l house o r i n h e a v e n , ' 

63 C.A. C o r n e l i u s , G e s c h i c h t e des M u n s t e r i s c h e n A u f r u h r s ( L e i p z i g , 
1 8 5 5 - 6 0 ) , I I , p . 3 7 9 . 
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p resence abounded in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s a t t h i s t i m e . In 1528, f o r example . 

W o l f e r t V r a n c k e n s z , a l o c k s m i t h f r o m Amsterdam had h i s tongue p i e r c e d 

f o r d e c l a r i n g t h a t i t was a f o o l i s h God who w o u l d p u t h i m s e l f in t h e 

hands o f p r i e s t s , w h i l s t Jacob Keymuelen was b a n i s h e d f r om Ghent f o r 

i n s i s t i n g t h a t t h e hos t was no more m i r a c u l o u s t h a n t h e bread i n h i s 

l a r d e r , M o r e o v e r , t h e s e homespun a rguments w e r e no t c o n f i n e d t o t h e 

N e t h e r l a n d s . South German A n a b a p t i s t s a r e known t o have a s s e r t e d t h a t 

i t was a v i o l a t i o n o f t h e Ten Commandments t o make a god o f b r e a d , and 

t h a t C h r i s t had s a i d ' " I am the bread o f l i f e w h i c h has descended f r o m 

heaven" (John 6 : 5 1 ) , no t w h i c h has been baked in t h e o v e n , S i m i l a r 

p r o v e r b i a l s a y i n g s a l s o c i r c u l a t e d In E n g l a n d . I n 1511 one Thomas 

HIgons o f Woo las ton and M I c h e l d e a n , f o r I n s t a n c e , c o n f e s s e d t o h a v i n g 

s a i d t h a t a c a r p e n t e r c o u l d make a house , bu t t h a t t h e house c o u l d no t 

make a c a r p e n t e r a n d , as a r e s u l t , was s u s p e c t e d o f d i s b e l i e f In t h e 

s a c r a m e n t . T h i r t y y e a r s l a t e r John M a y l e r , a g r o c e r f rom London 

c a l l e d t h e e u c h a r i s t ' t h e baken g o d ' and s a i d t h a t t h e mass was c a l l e d 

' t h e mysse ' because ' a l l i s amisse i n i t ' , ^ ^ 

P laced in t h i s c o n t e x t , t h e a rgumen ts o f P e t r u s B l o c c i u s and t h e 

a u t h o r o f Den va1 de r roomscher ke rcken a g a i n s t t h e r e a l p resence a r e 

seen t o be f a i r l y f a m i l i a r . Mo reove r , I t canno t be a r g u e d t h a t t h e s e 

p r o v e r b i a l s a y i n g s o r i g i n a t e d f r o m such t r a c t s . E a r l y Dutch p o l e m i c a l 

l i t e r a t u r e Is e n t i r e l y d e v o i d o f such a r g u m e n t s ; moreover t h e s e s a y i n g s 

were c i r c u l a t i n g long b e f o r e the 1550s and '60s when Den va1 de r roomscher 

ke r cken and Meer dan twee h o n d e r t k e t t e r y e n were p u b l i s h e d . I t has o f t e n 

64 A .C . Duke, 'The f a c e o f p o p u l a r r e l i g i o u s d i s s e n t In the Low 
C o u n t r i e s , 1 5 2 0 - 1 5 3 0 ' , J o u r n a l o f e c c l e s i a s t i c a l h i s t o r y XXVI ( 1 9 7 5 ) , 
p . 5 5 . CD V, p p . 3 6 4 , 3 4 4 - 4 5 . 

65 C . - P . C l a s e n , A n a b a p t i s m . A s o c i a l h i s t o r y , 1525-1618 ( I t h a c a - L o n d o n , 
1972) , p . 1 1 2 . 

66 J . A . F . Thomson, The l a t e r l o l l a r d s , 1414-1520 ( O x f o r d , 1965 ) , p . 4 8 . 

67 J . F . D a v i s , ' L 0 I l a r d y and t h e r e f o r m a t i o n In E n g l a n d ' , ARG LXXI I I 
( 1 9 8 2 ) , p . 2 3 1 . T h i s p l a y on t h e word mass o r m i s s e was a l s o known 
i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s . 'Da t daerom we 1 misse genaempt I s , wat a 1 
g e m l s t i s . ' ( ' T h e r e f o r e t h e mass is w e l l named: f o r a l l i s a m i s s ' ) , 
J. D u v e r g e r , ' L u t h e r s e p r e d i c a t i e t e B r u s s e l en h e t p r o c e s t e g e n een 
a a n t a l k u n s t e n a a r s ( a p r i l - j u n i 1 5 2 7 ) ' , W e t t e n s c h a p p e 1 i j k e t i j d i n g e n 
XXXVI ( 1 9 7 7 ) , c o l . 2 2 7 . 
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been a r g u e d t h a t R e f o r m a t i o n p a m p h l e t s h e l p e d t o c r e a t e and shape p o p u l a r 

b e l i e f i n e a r l y modern E u r o p e . In t h i s c a s e , h o w e v e r , t h e r e v e r s e may 

have been t r u e , A p o p u l a r o r a l t r a d i t i o n o f h e r e s y e x i s t e d a p a r t f r o m 

t h e p r i n t e d pamph le t s o f t h e r e f o r m e r s ; y e t by t h e 1550s and '60s 

p a m p h l e t e e r s had i n c o r p o r a t e d some o f t h e p r o v e r b i a l a rguments from t h i s 

t r a d i t i o n i n t o t h e i r own p o l e m i c a g a i n s t t h e d o c t r i n e o f t he r e a l 

p r e s e n c e . 

As w e l l as a t t a c k i n g t h e s t r u c t u r e and d o c t r i n e o f t h e Roman c h u r c h , 

e v a n g e l i c a l s a l s o s o u g h t t o d e f e n d t h e m s e l v e s a g a i n s t t he a c c u s a t i o n s o f 

C a t h o l i c p o l e m i c i s t s . Perhaps t h e most f r e q u e n t o f such cha rges was 

t h a t the e v a n g e l i c a l f a i t h was n o v e l . One p o p u l a r l i n e o f d e f e n c e 

a g a i n s t t h i s a c c u s a t i o n was t o compare the s o - c a l l e d o l d and new d o c t r i n e s 

s i d e by s i d e so as t o d e m o n s t r a t e a u t h e n t i c i t y o f t h e e v a n g e l i c a l f a i t h . 

T h i s was t h e a i m o f Vanden o l d e n en n ieuwen God, q e l o o v e ende l e e r e w h i c h 

a t t e m p t e d t o b l u n t t h e cha rge o f i n n o v a t i o n by a r g u i n g t h a t t h e s o - c a l l e d 

' o l d r e l i g i o n ' ( o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c i s m ) was a f a b r i c a t e d new r e l i g i o n , 

w h i l s t t h e a l l e g e d 'new r e l i g i o n ' was in f a c t t h e o l d f a i t h o f t h e New 

Tes tamen t and t h e e a r l y c h u r c h , 

A s i m i l a r a p p r o a c h was a d o p t e d by Urbanus R e g i u s i n h i s Rech te 

o n d e r s c h e y t t u s s c h e n d i e oude ende nyeuwe l e e r i n q h e ( 1 5 2 7 ) . ^ ^ In t h i s 

pamph le t Reg ius c l e v e r l y a l i g n e d t h e a c c u s a t i o n s o f n o v e l t y a g a i n s t t h e 

e v a n g e l i c a l s w i t h cha rges made a g a i n s t C h r i s t and t h e e a r l y c h u r c h . 

When C h r i s t c a s t o u t an u n c l e a n s p i r i t a t t h e s t a r t o f h i s e a r t h l y 

m i n i s t r y (Mark 1 : 2 3 - 2 7 ) , Reg ius n o t e d , t h e Jews w e r e a s t o n i s h e d and 

asked what new t e a c h i n g t h i s was, i g n o r a n t t h a t t h e Gospe l was n o t new, 

but had been p r o m i s e d l ong b e f o r e by t h e Old T e s t a m e n t p r o p h e t s . 

L i k e w i s e , Pau l was a l s o accused o f a new t e a c h i n g by t h e E p i c u r e a n and 

S t o i c p h i l o s o p h e r s when p r e a c h i n g t he Gospe l in A t h e n s , In much t h e 

same way, Reg ius a r g u e d , opponen ts o f t h e e v a n g e l i c a l f a i t h a t t a c k i t s 
69 

a d h e r e n t s as i n n o v a t o r s s i m p l y f o r t h e i r o b e d i e n c e t o t h e S c r i p t u r e s . 

To d e m o n s t r a t e t h e d i f f e r e n c e between t h e o l d f a i t h and t h e new, Reg ius 

68 NK1791 See p . 3 0 2 , 

69 U, R e g i u s , Een r e c h t e o n d e r s c h e y t t u s s c h e n d i e oude ende nyeuwe 
l e e r inqhe, A i i r - A i i i r . 
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t h e n l a i d t h e t e a c h i n g o f t h e two on p a r t i c u l a r s u b j e c t s s i d e by s i d e , 

t h e new l e a r n i n g ( o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c o p i n i o n ) f i r s t , f o l l o w e d by t h e o l d 

( e v a n g e l i c a l d o c t r i n e ) s u p p o r t e d by S c r i p t u r e t e x t s . The new l e a r n i n g 

r e g a r d i n g t h e s a c r a m e n t s , f o r i n s t a n c e , i s t h a t t h e y convey g r a c e in 

t h e m s e l v e s ; a c c o r d i n g t o t he o l d l e a r n i n g , h o w e v e r , we a r e no t saved by 

a h o l y s i g n bu t t h r o u g h f a i t h , and t h u s f a i t h i s n e c e s s a r y t o r e c e i v e 
70 

t h e s a c r a m e n t s . L i k e w i s e , t h e new l e a r n i n g t e a c h e s t h a t e v e r y o n e who 

has come t o t he age o f d i s c r e t i o n must c o n f e s s a l l t h e i r s i n s once a 

y e a r t o a p r i e s t , whereas by t h e o l d l e a r n i n g c o n f e s s i o n o f s i n s i s made 

t o God a l o n e , 
A second l i n e o f d e f e n c e a g a i n s t t h e charge o f i n n o v a t i o n was t h a t 

used in t h e Un io d iss ident !u rn (1527) o f Herman us B o d i u s and i t s p a r t i a l 
72 

Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n , the Scutum f i d e i ( c l 5 2 7 - 2 9 ) . By l i s t i n g hundreds 

o f q u o t a t i o n s f r o m t h e Church F a t h e r s in s u p p o r t o f e v a n g e l i c a l d o c t r i n e s 

Bod ius hoped t o show t h a t i t was t h e Roman is t s and n o t t he e v a n g e l i c a l s 

who were i n n o v a t i v e because i t was t h e y who had d e p a r t e d f r o m t h e 

d o c t r i n e o f t h e e a r l y c h u r c h . The a u t h o r o f t h e O o r d e e l vanden Paus 

P a u l o t e r t i o oue r P a s q u i l l u s had much t h e same a i m . S t a g i n g a s a t i r i c a l 

d e b a t e between Pau l I I I and an e v a n g e l i c a l named P a s q u i l l u s ( P a s q u i l 

means l ampoon) , he s o u g h t t o d e m o n s t r a t e t h a t t h e e v a n g e l i c a l p o s i t i o n 

r e c e i v e d f u l l s u p p o r t f r o m t h e p a t r i s t i c a u t h o r s . When asked w h e t h e r 

o r no t he b e l i e v e d i n p u r g a t o r y , f o r i n s t a n c e , P a s q u i l l u s r e p l i e d in t h e 

n e g a t i v e q u o t i n g De bene mor t is o f Ambrose as h i s a u t h o r i t y : 

'Voo rwae r van desen t i j t ( d e a t h ) en is geen 
v e r g i f f e n i s s e meer van sonden t e g e c r i g e n , ' 

Us ing t he same l i n e o f a rgument P a s q u i l l u s a l s o r e j e c t e d t h e c e l i b a c y o f 

t h e c l e r g y , s a l v a t i o n t h r o u g h good w o r k s , t h e v e n e r a t i o n o f images, t h e 

obse rvance o f h o l y d a y s , f a s t i n g , p i l g r i m a g e s , m o n a s t i c vows, c o n f e s s i o n . 

70 I b i d . A v i v - A v i i r . 

71 I b i d . A v i i v - B i i v . 

72 See p p . 3 0 4 - 3 0 7 . 

73 Oordee l vanden Paus Pau lo t e r t i o oue r P a s q u i l l u s , A w . ' T r u l y , a f t e r 
t h i s t i m e no more f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n s can be o b t a i n e d , ' 
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t r a n s u b s t a n t i a t i o n and f r e e w i l l . Such r e f e r e n c e back t o the F a t h e r s 

d e m o n s t r a t e d t h a t , f a r f r o m b e i n g i n n o v a t i v e , t h e e v a n g e l i c a l s u p h e l d 

d o c t r i n e s s t r e t c h i n g back over a m i l l e n n i u m 

i ! ) C a t h o l i c a n t i - e v a n g e l i c a l p o l e m i c . 

W r i t i n g 1527-28 t h e anonymous a u t h o r o f t h e C a t h o l i c p o l e m i c Een 

r e d e l i j c k bewi j s de r d o l i n g h e n van ses p r o c h i a n e n des 1 u t e r s c h e n 
ylj """" 

s e c t e n e x p r e s s e d h i s h o r r o r a t t h e p r o l i f e r a t i o n o f v e r n a c u l a r 

e v a n g e l i c a l p a m p h l e t s . Such p u b l i c a t i o n s , he m a i n t a i n e d , b r o u g h t g r e a t 

e v i l i n t o t h e w o r l d because o f t h e i g n o r a n c e o f t h e g e n e r a l p o p u l a c e : 

'Aenghemerc t d a t L u t h e r ende s i j n L u t h e r i a n e n 
v e e l meer q u a e t s ende f e n i j n s i n de w e r e I t 
g h e s t r o y t hebben doo r d u y t s c h e boecxkens d i e 
s i onde r d a t ghemeyn v o l e g e s a y t h e b b e n : dan 
doer d i e l a t i j n s c h e boecken d i e s i gemaect 
hebben a e n g h e s i e n da t d i e o n g e l e e r d gemeyn te 
vande r s c r i f t u r e n n i e t en weet waerom s i meynen 
a 1 d a t s i l e sen d a t d a t e v a n g e l i e n s i j ende 
want l u t e r s l e e r e a 1 v l e e s c h e l i c i s ende m e t t e r 
n a t u r e n ende c r a n c h e i t de r menschen: s o s i j n 
s i h a e s t t o t d i e t e ghe louen g h e t r o c k e n , ' 75 

In e x p r e s s i n g such v i e w s , t h e C a t h o l i c a u t h o r o f t h e R e d e l i j c k bewi i s 

was v o i c i n g t he o p i n i o n s o f a l l o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c s , i n c h o o s i n g t o 

w r i t e a g a i n s t t h e L u t h e r a n s in t h e v e r n a c u l a r , h o w e v e r , he d i d n o t have 

such g e n e r a l s u p p o r t . 

Many C a t h o l i c s f e l t t h a t L u t h e r ' s h e r e s i e s w e r e f i t o n l y f o r 

d i s c u s s i o n amongst u n i v e r s i t y t h e o l o g i a n s and s h o u l d no t be a l l o w e d t o 

74 NK321. See p . 3 1 5 . 

75 Redel i j c k bewi j s . A i v , ' C o n s i d e r i n g t h a t L u t h e r and li i s L u t h e r a n s 
have d i s s e m i n a t e d more e v i l and venom in t h e w o r l d t h r o u g h Du tch 
books w h i c h t h e y have d i s t r i b u t e d t o t h e common p e o p l e t h a n t h r o u g h 
t h e L a t i n books t h e y have w r i t t e n , because t h e u n l e a r n e d do n o t know 
t h e S c r i p t u r e s , t h e r e f o r e t h e y t a k e a l l t h a t t h e y read as g o s p e l 
t r u t h , and s i n c e L u t h e r ' s t e a c h i n g i s c a r n a l and a p p e a l s t o t h e 
weakness and n a t u r e o f man in t h i s way they a r e a t t r a c t e d so 

to b e U e v e t k l s -
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p o l l u t e t h e lower o r d e r s o f s o c i e t y , Jan R o e y a e r t s , a vehement l y a n t i -

L u t h e r a n F r a n c i s c a n , was w e l l aware o f such f e e l i n g s when he t r a n s l a t e d 

t h e condemna t i on o f L u t h e r by t h e Sorbonne i n t o D u t c h in 1521 , ^ ^ but he 

c o u n t e r e d them by a r g u i n g t h a t a l l good C h r i s t i a n men s h o u l d know abou t 

e r r o r s o f t h e f a i t h : 

'En want e e n i g h e menschen segghen d a t t e t s i m p e l 
v o l e h i e r aen soude moghen l e e r e n e r r e u r e n ende 
k e t t e r i e d i e d i n i e t en w i s t e n ende hem a l s o 
daer aen besme t ten so segge i c ende a n t w o o r d e 
d a i r t e g h e n ; d a t de goede k e r s t e n menschen de 
e r r e u r e n kennende d i e t e bat s u l l e n o n t v l i e n 
ende scumen: we 1 wetende d a t de s e l u e e r r e u r e n 
u wesen ende verdoemt z y , ' 77 

G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , i n t h e f i r s t y e a r s o f t h e Du tch R e f o r m a t i o n 

R o e y a e r t s ' v i e w p r e d o m i n a t e d and o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c s sough t t o meet t h e 

e v a n g e l i c a l c h a l l e n g e head o n . In 1520-21 t h e p u l p i t s o f t he N e t h e r l a n d s 

rang w i t h condemna t i ons o f L u t h e r , By t h e m i d - 1 5 2 o s , however , C a t h o l i c 

p o l e m i c i s t s were be ing f o r c e d t o t h i n k a g a i n . D i d n o t v e r n a c u l a r 

r e f u t a t i o n s o f L u t h e r a c t u a l l y do more t o s p r e a d h e r e s y t han t o e r a d i c a t e 

t h e p rob lem? The g e n e r a l o p i n i o n was t h a t t h i s may w e l l be t he c a s e . 

In 1525 t h e F r i a r s were f o r b i d d e n t o m e n t i o n L u t h e r in t h e i r p u b l i c 

se rmons , and in a p l a c a r d a g a i n s t L u t h e r a n ism o f t h e same yea r t h e 

s p r e a d o f he resy was p a r t l y b lamed on p r e a c h e r s who d w e l t on t h e s u b j e c t 

i n t h e i r sermons and p u t o t h e r w i s e unknown ideas i n t o p e o p l e ' s heads , 

I ndeed , t h e o p p o s i t i o n t o v e r n a c u l a r r e f u t a t i o n s o f L u t h e r ran so h i g h 

t h a t a Du tch t r a n s l a t i o n o f John E c k ' s E n c h i r i d i o n l o c - o r u m communium 

(1525) was o r d e r e d t o be d e s t r o y e d . In a l e t t e r o f 25 May 1527 t o t h e 

c o u n c i l o f H o l l a n d , Mary o f Hungary o r d e r e d t h a t t h e D e c l a r a c i e t eghen 

zommiqhe a r t i c u l e n de r l u t h e r a n e n ( 1 5 2 7 ) ^ ^ be b u r n t because i t s s e t t i n g 

76 D e t e r m i n a c i e ende v o n n i s s e der d o c t o r e n in t h e o l o q i e n van P a r i j s ove r 
de l e e r i n q h e n van M. L u t h e r . NK706, See p p . 3 1 6 - 3 1 7 . 

77 D e t e r m i n a c i e , Dvv. 'To t h o s e who say t h a t s i m p l e f o l k m i g h t l e a r n 
a b o u t e r r o r s and h e r e s i e s o f w h i c h t h e y were i g n o r a n t and t h e r e f o r e 
be i n f e c t e d , I w o u l d r e p l y t h a t good c h r i s t i a n s b e i n g more aware o f 
t h e e r r o r s may more e a s i l y f l e e and a v o i d t hem, k n o w i n g t h a t by t h e 
same e r r o r s t h e y w i l l be damned . ' 

78 A .C . Duke, 'The f a c e o f p o p u l a r r e l i g i o u s d i s s e n t , ' p . 4 4 . 

79 NK752. See p p . 3 1 7 - 3 1 8 . 
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f o r t h o f t h e v i e w s o f L u t h e r , r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e s u b s e q u e n t r e f u t a t i o n s , 
80 

was a t r a n s g r e s s i o n o f t h e e d i c t s a g a i n s t h e r e t i c a l books . As a 

r e s u l t o f t h i s c h a n g i n g a t t i t u d e v i r t u a l l y a l l t h e C a t h o l i c p o l e m i c we 

s h a l l c o n s i d e r in t h i s c h a p t e r was w r i t t e n and p u b l i s h e d in t h e 1520s. 

J u s t as P r o t e s t a n t m a r t y r o l o g i s t s o f t h e s e c o n d h a l f o f t h e 

s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y drew on m e d i e v a l d i s s e n t i n g t r a d i t i o n s t o d e m o n s t r a t e 

the e x i s t e n c e o f t h e ' t r u e ' Church b e f o r e t h e R e f o r m a t i o n , so t o o 

C a t h o l i c t h e o l o g i a n s used t h e same argument t o damn e v a n g e l i c a l s as 

h e r e t i c s . V i r t u a l l y a l l C a t h o l i c p o l e m i c i s t s p l a c e d L u t h e r and h i s 

a d h e r e n t s i n a l ong l i n e o f h e r e t i c s d a t i n g back t o t h e e a r l y Chu rch . 

The t r a n s l a t o r o f E c k ' s Ench i r i d i o n , f o r e x a m p l e , i n a p r e f a c e un ique 

t o the Dutch e d i t i o n , a r g u e d t h a t j u s t as C h r i s t s e n t h i s d i s c i p l e s t o 

p r e a c h t h e t r u t h , so t h e D e v i l a l s o sends h i s f a l s e p r o p h e t s t o p r e a c h 

f a l s e h o o d ; t h e s e i n c l u d e A r i u s , Macedon ius , N e s t o r i u s , E u t y c h e s , 

H e l v i d i u s , J o v i n i a n , D o n a t u s , P e l a g i u s , V i g i l a n t i u s , Montanus , Hus, 

Jerome o f P rague , W y c l i f , and ' i n onsen t i j d e n ' L u t h e r and h i s 
8 ] 82 

f o l l o w e r s , S i m i l a r l y , in her R e f e r e i n e n (1528 ) t he a n t i - e v a n g e 1 i c a 1 

poe t Anna B i j n s saw L u t h e r as t h e c h i e f o f a l l h e r e s i a r c h s , and t h e 

c u l m i n a t i o n o f m e d i e v a l d i s s e n t : 

' H i J is t h o o f t van a l i e n a p o s t a t e n , 
Een v o l m a e c t d o c t o o r in de k e t t e r i j e , 
C a p i t e i n van a l i e n d r o n c k a e r t s en f r a t e n , 
A Is Donatus h o v e e r d i c h k e t t e r v e r w a t e n . 
V a l d o , W i c l e f , Johannes Hus, dees d r i e . 
En H i e r o n i m u s van P r a g e n , d i t s een c o m p a e n g i e . 
Van L u c i f e r a Is v a l s c e l e e r a e r s ghesonden , 
Maer i c l a t e m i j duncken na m i j n f a n t a s i e ; 
Noyt a r g h e r dan L u t h e r en was ghevonden . ' 83 

80 F . J . D u b i e z , Op de g rens van humanisme en h e r v o r m i n g (N ieuwkoop , 
1962 ) , p . 1 0 6 . 

81 D e c l a r a c i e t e g h e n zommighe a r t i c u l e n de r l u t h e r a n e n , A i i i r . 

82 NK423. See p p . 3 1 5 - 3 1 6 . 

83 A. B i j n s , R e f e r e i n e n , e d . W,L . v a n H e l t e n ( R o t t e r d a m , l o 7 5 ) , p . 7 4 . 

'He i s t h e head o f a l l a p o s t a t e s , 
A c o m p l e t e d o c t o r in h e r e s y , 
C a p t a i n o f a l l d r u n k a r d s and g l u t t o n s , 
L i k e D o n a t u s , p roud a c c u r s e d h e r e t i c . 
W a l d o , W y c l i f and John Hus, t h e s e t h r e e , 
And Jerome o f P r a g u e , t h i s i s a company, 
Sent by L u c i f e r as f a l s e t e a c h e r s . 
But m e t h i n k s t h a t t o my f a n c y ; 
None worse t h a n L u t h e r has e v e r been f o u n d , ' 
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A d m i t t e d l y , t h i s l i n k i n g o f o l d and new h e r e s y was p a r t l y one o f 

n e c e s s i t y . L u t h e r c o u l d be condemned in 1520 as a h e r e t i c o n l y i f h i s 

v iews had a l r e a d y been a d j u d g e d h e r e t i c a l . T h u s , t h e t h e o l o g i a n s o f t h e 

Sorbonne went t o g r e a t p a i n s t o d e m o n s t r a t e how e a c h o f L u t h e r ' s v iews 

had been h e l d by h e r e s i a r c h s o f o l d ; on f r e e w i l l he f o l l o w e d t h e 

Man ichaens , on c o n f e s s i o n he was dependent on t h e H u s s i t e s , w h i l s t on 

t he o b s e r v a n c e o f t h e Mosaic law he a d o p t e d t he o l d he resy o f t h e 

E b i o n i t e s , Such an a r g u m e n t , however , c o u l d a l s o be used t o g r e a t 

p o l e m i c a l e f f e c t . The a u t h o r o f t he R e d e l i j c k b e w i j s de r d o l i n g h e n van 

ses p r o c h i a n e n der l u t e r s c h e n s e c t e n , f o r e x a m p l e , p o i n t e d ou t t h e 

t endency o f h e r e t i c a l g roups t o be named a f t e r t h e i r l e a d e r , t h e A r i a n s 

a f t e r A r i u s , t he P e l a g i a n s a f t e r P e l a g i u s , and t h e L u t h e r a n s a f t e r 
8k 

L u t h e r . S i m i l a r l y , when a r g u i n g t h a t t h e S c r i p t u r e s a re a u t h e n t i c 

because t h e y a r e made so by t h e Chu rch , he compared L u t h e r ' s d o u b t s ove r 

t h e books o f James, Maccabees and R e v e l a t i o n w i t h Marc i o n ' s r e j e c t i o n 
O r 

o f t h e g o s p e l o f Luke and t he A c t s o f t h e A p o s t l e s . 

A second a r e a h i g h l i g h t e d by C a t h o l i c p o l e m i c i s t s was t he d i v i s i o n s 

w i t h i n t he ranks o f t h e e v a n g e l i c a l s . Sch ism w i t h t h e Mother Chu rch , 

t h e y s u g g e s t e d , had m e r e l y r e s u l t e d in p e t t y i n t e r n a l s q u a b b l i n g , Eck 

made g r e a t p l a y on t h i s theme in t h e f i r s t c h a p t e r o f t h e Ench i r i d ion 

d e a l i n g w i t h t h e Church and her a u t h o r i t y . Q u o t i n g t he P a u l i n e 

a d m o n i t i o n o f 1 C o r i n t h i a n s 1:10 

' I a p p e a l t o y o u , b r e t h r e n , by t h e name o f o u r 
Lord Jesus C h r i s t , t h a t a l l o f you a g r e e and 
t h a t t h e r e be no d i s s e n s i o n s among y o u , b u t t h a t 
you be u n i t e d in the same mind and t h e same 
j u d g e m e n t . ' , 

he c o n t r a s t s t h i s p l e a f o r u n i t y w i t h t h e d i v i s i o n s o f t h e e v a n g e l i c a l s : 

' D i e L u t h e r a n e n maken n ieuwe t w i s t e n ende s i 
z i j n a l s o we 1 ma lcande ren c o n t r a r i e a l s s i 
ande r menschen c o n t r a r i e z i j n want C a r o l s t a d i u s 

84 Rede 1i j c k bewi j s , A i i i i v . 

85 I b i d . D v i i i r . 
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ende Egranus ende L u t h e r ende S w i n g ! i u s d i e 
g e u o e l e n t e g e n m a I c a n d e r , ' 86 

The a u t h o r o f t he Rede 1i j c k bewi i s d e v e l o p e d t h i s theme f u r t h e r , 

h i g h l i g h t i n g p a r t i c u l a r a r e a s o f d i s a g r e e m e n t among h i s o p p o n e n t s . 

E v a n g e l i c a l t h e o l o g i a n s , he s h r e w d l y p e r c e i v e d , w e r e d i v i d e d on b a p t i s m , 

images and t h e n a t u r e o f C h r i s t ' s p resence in t h e e u c h a r i s t i c e l e m e n t s : 

' D i e eene s e e t d a t t d o e p s e l n i e t en i s dander 
w i l t v e r n i e u w e n , De sommighe s c r i u e n t e g e n d i e 
bee lden L u t h e r bescerme. D ie eene g h e l o u e t 
t s a c r a m e n t i n t b r o o t dander i n t a c c i d e n t de 
sommighe i n t t e e k e n d i e sommige n i e t met a l i e n 
d i t i s d i e g h e d u e r i g e k e r c k e van w i t t e n b e r g e 
noch en heb i c n i e t t w i n t i c h s t e d e e l g e s e y t van 
hueren t w i s t e , ' 87 

T h i s d i s a g r e e m e n t o v e r t he r e a l p r e s e n c e , i n p a r t i c u l a r , was a l s o 

remarked upon by the anonymous a u t h o r o f Een c l e y n v e r c l a r i n g h e des 
88 

q h e e s t e 1 i j c k e n s t a e t s ( c l 5 3 0 ) ; one e v a n g e l i c a l says t h a t C h r i s t i s 

n o t in t h e s a c r a m e n t , he o b s e r v e d , a n o t h e r t h a t he i s , and a n o t h e r t h a t 
89 

t h e e l e m e n t s a r e m e r e l y a s i g n . 

J u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e , t h e c e n t r a l t e n e t o f L u t h e r a n t h e o l o g y , 

was s e i z e d upon by C a t h o l i c p o l e m i c i s t s as t h e a c h i l l e s hee l o f t h e 

e v a n g e l i c a l f a i t h , Laurens Lau rensen , f o r e x a m p l e , p r i o r o f t h e 

Domin i can c o n v e n t a t G r o n i n g e n and a u t h o r o f Een a n t w o o r t op de 

86 J . E c k , D e c l a r a c i e t e g h e n zommighe a r t i c u l e n d e r L u t h e r a n e n , B i r , 
'The L u t h e r a n s make new q u a r r e l s and t h e y a l s o c o n t r a d i c t each o t h e r 

as t h e y a r e c o n t r a d i c t e d by o t h e r s , f o r K a r l s t a d t , Egranus L u t h e r and 
Z w i n g l i a r g u e a g a i n s t each o t h e r , ' In a d d i t i o n , i n 1528 a F r a n c i s c a n 
by t h e name o f F r a n c i s c u s N i c o l a i p u b l i s h e d a L a t i n a t t a c k on t h e 
s e c t s o f ' C a r l o s t a d i a n s , Oeco lampad ians , Z w i n g l i a n s , M e l a n c h t h o n i a n s , 
B a l t h a z a r i a n s and L a m b e r t i s t s . ' B, de T r o e y e r , B i o - b i b i i o g r a p h i c a 
f r a n c i s c a n a n e e r l a n d i c a s a e c u l i XVI (N ieuwkoop , 1 9 6 9 ) , I , p p . 8 4 - 8 6 , 
I I , n o , 3 0 8 . 

87 R e d e l i j c k bewi j s , B i r . 'One says t h a t b a p t i s m i s n o t h i n g , a n o t h e r 
Will renew ib" Some w r i t e a g a i n s t Images, L u t h e r p r o t e c t s them. 

One b e l i e v e s in t h e b read o f t h e s a c r a m e n t , t h e o t h e r i n t h e a c c i d e n t , 
some t a k e i t f o r a s i g n and some n o t a t a l l . T h i s i s t h e e n d u r i n g 
c h u r c h o f W i t t e n b e r g , and y e t I have no t m e n t i o n e d a t w e n t i e t h p a r t 
o f t h e i r q u a r r e 1 . ' 

88 NK4017. See p . 3 2 0 . 

89 Een c l e y n v e r c l a r i n g h e , E v i i v , 
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d i s p u t a c i e g h e d r u c t in de name i u n c k e r U l r i c x van Doernum ( 1 5 2 ? ) , ^ ^ 

t hough p r e p a r e d t o concede t h a t f a i t h was o f t r e m e n d o u s i m p o r t a n c e , 

r e f u s e d t o acknow ledge t h a t works p l a y e d no p a r t w h a t s o e v e r in 

j u s t i f i c a t i o n . C i t i n g James 2 : 2 4 , 2 P e t e r 1 : 5 - 8 , Romans 2 : 6 and 

G a l a t i a n s 5 : 6 as p r o o f t e x t s , he a r g u e d t h a t a man i s j u s t i f i e d by works 
91 

and no t by f a i t h a l o n e . For t h e a u t h o r o f Een c l e y n v e r c l a r i n g h e des 

q h e e s t e 1 i j c k e n s t a e t s , L u t h e r ' s d o w n f a l l was h i s f a i l u r e t o u n d e r s t a n d 

t h a t t h e r e a r e two s o r t s o f r i g h t e o u s n e s s . F i r s t , t h e r e is the 

r i g h t e o u s n e s s whereby t h e s i n n e r becomes h o l y . T h i s does no t come 

t h r o u g h w o r k s , bu t o n l y by t h e g r a c e o f God, S e c o n d l y , t h e r e is t h e 

r i g h t e o u s n e s s whereby a j u s t i f i e d man becomes more r i g h t e o u s ( t h a t i s , 

s a n d i f i c a t i o n ) , I t i s t h i s f o r m o f r i g h t e o u s n e s s w h i c h can be g a i n e d 
92 

t h r o u g h w o r k s . The f i r s t f o r m o f r i g h t e o u s n e s s ( J u s t i f i c a t i o n ) is 

ou rs a t b a p t i s m . From t h i s p o i n t on we may p e r f e c t o u r r i g h t e o u s n e s s 

(be s a n c t i f i e d ) t h r o u g h good w o r k s . 

S teven Ozment has o b s e r v e d t h a t much o f the C a t h o l i c p o l e m i c 

a g a i n s t j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e r e s u l t e d f r o m a m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f 

L u t h e r ' s t e r m i n o l o g y . T h e o l o g i a n s in t he s c h o l a s t i c t r a d i t i o n i d e n t i f i e d 

L u t h e r ' s s o l a f i d e w i t h ' u n f o r m e d f a i t h ' ( f i d e s i n f o r m i s ) . As a r e s u l t 

t h e y p e r c e i v e d L u t h e r ' s t e a c h i n g as b lasphemous s i n c e , by t h e i r 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g , a h i g h e r f a i t h t h a n f i d e s i n f o r m i s ' f a i t h fo rmed by l o v e ' 

( f i d e s c h a r i t a t e f o r m a t a ) was n e c e s s a r y f o r j u s t i f i c a t i o n . Mere f a i t h 

c o u l d n o t c l e a n s e a man 's s o u l o f i n f i d e l i t y ; j u s t i f i c a t i o n came w i t h 

t h e p u r i f i c a t i o n o f t h e h e a r t t h r o u g h l o v e . A man who has f a i t h bu t no t 
93 

l o v e rema ins u n r i g h t e o u s b e f o r e God. 

A p p l y i n g t h e s e p r i n c i p l e s t o L u t h e r ' s De l i b e r t a t e C h r i s t i a n a 

( 1 5 2 0 ) , Jacob H o o g s t r a t e n t h e Domin i can g r a n d - i n q u i s i t o r o f Co logne 

c o n c l u d e d in h i s D i s p u t a t i o n e s c o n t r a l u t h e r a n o s ( 1 5 2 6 ) t h a t L u t h e r 

90 NK1330. See p . 

91 L, L a u r e n s e n , Een a n t w o o r t op de d i s p u t a c i e g h e d r u c t in de naem 
i u n c k e r U l r i c x van Doernum, B i r - B i i r . 

92 Een c l e y n v e r c l a r i n g h e , D i i i i v - D v r , 

93 S. Ozment, 'Homo v i a t o r : L u t h e r and l a t e m e d i e v a l t h e o l o g y ' , The 
r e f o r m a t i o n In medieval p e r s p e c t i v e , ed . S. Ozment (Chicago, 1 9 7 1 ) , 
p p . 1 4 9 , 151. 
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p e r m i t t e d an a d u l t e r o u s b r i d e t o e n t e r s p i r i t u a l m a t r i m o n y w i t h C h r i s t , He, 

' N u l l a s c o n d i t i o n e s in q u i b u s f u n d e t u r s p i r i t u a l e 
m a t r i m o n i u m cum C h r i s t o a d d i t i s t e a u d a c u l u s 
a s s e r t o r . . . Qu id i g i t u r a l i u d f a c i u n t , i s t i u s m o d i 
i n d i g n i s s i m i s p s c t a c u l a l a c t o r e s , quam quod in 
s p i r i t u a l ! m a t r i m o n i o animae ad C h r i s t u m , an imam 
s i m i l e m f a c i u n t e t c o n f e r u n t p r o s t i t u t a e e t 
a d u l t e r a e , quae mart t o suo s c i e n t i e t c o n n i u e n t i 
i l l u d i t , q u o t i d i e q u e f o r n i c a t i o n e s e t a d u l t e r i a 

a l i a supe r a l i s commi t t ens ex c a s t i s s i m o i u r o 
lenonem, a t q u e suae t u r p i t u d i n i s ignauum pa t ronum 
f a c i t . ' Sk 

P r o b a b l y t h e anonymous a u t h o r o f t h e R e d e l i j c k bewi j s bor rowed h i s 

a rgumen t t h a t t he L u t h e r a n s p e r m i t t e d s p i r i t u a l a d u l t e r y between C h r i s t 

and t he s o u l f r o m H o o g s t r a t e n ' s D i s p u t a t i o n e s . P u b l i s h e d o n l y a y e a r o r 

two a f t e r t h e D i s p u t a t i o n e s , t h e a rguments o f t h e R e d e l i j c k bewi j s have 

a f a m i l i a r r i n g a b o u t them: 

'Mer d i t s t e l l e n s i ( t h e L u t h e r a n s ) ons a Is o f 
m e t t e n j u w e l i j c k e d a t t e r Is t u s s c h e n C h r i s t u s 
ende d i e s i e l e so en hebben c h r i s t u s e n d e d i e 
s i e l e gheen v e r s c e y d e n g o e t . A l i s s e r o u e r s p e l 
g h e s c i e t wat can d a t maken: want d a t o u e r s p e l 
g e e f t d i e s i e l e C h r i s t o ende C h r i s t g e e f t de r 
s i e l e n s i j n g o e t h e i t ende a 1 ware d i t a l i e u ren 
t e doen a lsmen d i e sonden so a f l e g g h e n mach: so 
en i s s e r t o c h geen b e l a n c ane o f t w i g o e t o f t 
quae t s i j n , 0 g r o o t e d o l i n g h e i n t b e g h i n ende 
a Is d i e wet maker noch l e e f t wat w i 1 d i t i n t 
eynde noch worden a Is L u t e r ende d i e h o o f d e n 

94 BRN I I I , p p . 6 0 9 - 6 1 0 , ' . . . L i s t s no p r e c o n d i t i o n s f o r t h e s p i r i t u a l 
m a r r i a g e o f t he s o u l w i t h C h r i s t e x c e p t o n l y t h a t we b e l i e v e C h r i s t . . . 
Now what e l s e do t h o s e who boas t o f such a s p e c t a c l e do t h a n make o f 
t h e s o u l , w h i c h i s wedded t o C h r i s t i n s p i r i t u a l m a r r i a g e , a p r o s t i t u t e 
and a d u l t e r e s s , who k n o w i n g l y and w i t t i n g l y c o n n i v e s t o d e c e i v e her 
husband and , d a i l y c o m m i t t i n g f o r n i c a t i o n upon f o r n i c a t i o n , and 
a d u l t e r y upon a d u l t e r y , makes t h e most c h a s t e o f men a pimp and a 
c o w a r d l y p a t r o n o f her d i s g r a c e . ' S. Ozment, 'Homo V i a t o r : L u t h e r 
and l a t e M e d i e v a l T h e o l o g y , ' p . 1 5 0 . 
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de r l u t h e r i a n e n huer d i s c i p u l e n in geen b e t e r 
m a n i e r e van leuene en conen g h e h o u d e n . ' 95 

In r e c e n t y e a r s R e f o r m a t i o n h i s t o r i a n s have p l a c e d g r e a t s t r e s s on 
96 

t h e r o l e o f a p o c a l y p t i c i s m w i t h i n P r o t e s t a n t g roups . The 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f the papacy as d i s c u s s e d above was one i m p o r t a n t p a r t 

o f t h i s c o n v i c t i o n t h a t t h e l a s t days were a p p r o a c h i n g . C h r i s t , a f t e r 

a l l , c o u l d o n l y r e t u r n when t h e man o f l a w l e s s n e s s and t h e son o f 

p e r d i t i o n had been r e v e a l e d . I t may be , however , t h a t t h e s p e c i f i c a l l y 

P r o t e s t a n t n a t u r e o f a p o c a l y p t i c i s m in t he f i r s t h a l f o f t h e s i x t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y has been e x a g g e r a t e d . The papacy had a l r e a d y been i d e n t i f i e d as 

A n t i c h r i s t i n t he l a t e r m i d d l e ages . In t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e 

R e f o r m a t i o n C a t h o l i c p o l e m i c i s t s a l s o drew on an a p o c a l y p t i c t r a d i t i o n . 

W r i t i n g on 26 F e b r u a r y 1527, Anna B i j n s , f o r e x a m p l e , saw L u t h e r as 

A n t i c h r i s t ' s a p o s t l e : 

'Een v e r t w i j f e l t k e t t e r , a r g h e r dan een J o d e , 
V e r l o o c h e n t munck, r e c h t A n t e c r i s t e s b o d e , 
En a l i e t v o l c x k e n van s i j n d e r p a r t i j e n 
V e r l e y d e n de menscen i n s p i j t e van C o d e . ' 

The B e n e d i c t i n e monk r e s p o n s i b l e f o r Van der v e r v e e r l i c k e n aens taende 
Qp 

t y t e n d e c h r i s t e s (1524) h e l d a s i m i l a r s t a n c e , c o n t r a s t i n g t he L u t h e r a n s 

95 R e d e l i j c k bewi j s . J i i i r - v . ' B u t what t h e y ( t h e L u t h e r a n s s t a t e ) 
a b o l i s h e s f o r us a l l t h e ma t r imony t h a t e x i s t s be tween C h r i s t and t he 
s o u l , i f C h r i s t and t h e s o u l do no t have s e p a r a t e c o n d i t i o n s . Even 
i f a d u l t e r y i s c o m m i t t e d what does t h a t m a t t e r ? For t h a t a d u l t e r y 
g i v e s t h e s o u l t o C h r i s t and C h r i s t endows t he s o u l w i t h H is 
goodness , and even t h o u g h t h i s were done a t any t i m e i f one c o u l d se t 
a s i d e t he s i n s , n e v e r t h e l e s s t h e r e i s no s i g n i f i c a n c e w h e t h e r we a r e 
good o r w i c k e d . 0 g r e a t o r i g i n a l e r r o r , ' S i n c e t h e lawmaker s t i l l 
l i v e s , what w i l l be t h e f i n a l outcome i f L u t h e r and t h e l e a d e r s o f 
t h e L u t h e r a n s c a n n o t keep t h e i r d i s c i p l e s in a b e t t e r way o f l i f e , ' 

96 See, f o r e x a m p l e , R. Bauckham, T u d o r a p o c a l y p s e ( S u t t o n C o u r t e n a y , 
1978) and B.W, B a l l , A g r e a t e x p e c t a t i o n . E s c h a t o l o g i c a 1 t h o u g h t in 
e n g l i s h p r o t e s t a n t ! s m ~ ( L e i d e n , 1 9 7 5 ) 7 

97 A. B i j n s , o p . c i t . p . 6 3 . 
'An h e r e t i c , worse than a Jew, 
An a p o s t a t e monk, a t r u e a p o s t l e o f A n t i c h r i s t , 
And a l l p e o p l e o f h i s p a r t y 
Seduce men a g a i n s t t h e w i l l o f G o d . ' 

98 NK3954. See p p . 3 1 9 - 3 2 0 . 
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as f o r e r u n n e r s o f A n t i c h r i s t w i t h John t h e B a p t i s t as t he f o r e r u n n e r o f 

Chr i s t : 

' . . . i n dessen boke sa lmen openbaer v i n d e n de 
d w a l i n g h e de r nyen k e t t e r s a l s m a r t i n e a e n s 
b r o e d e r s w e l i e k o e r w a r a c h t i g e v o e r l o p e r s 
e n d e c r i s t e s s i n t a l s S, loannes b a p t i s t a 
c r i s t i w a s . ' 99 

The anonymous a u t h o r o f Een c l e y n v e r c l a r i n g h e des g h e e s t e 1 i j c k e n s t a e t s 

t e q e n t f e n i j n door M a r t i | n L u y t e r , however , went y e t f u r t h e r and, 

i n s t e a d o f s e e i n g L u t h e r as a f o r e r u n n e r o f A n t i c h r i s t , r e c o g n i z e d in 

t h e German r e f o r m e r t h e Beast o f t h e A p o c a l y p s e t h a t speaks g r e a t 

b lasphemies a g a i n s t God, H i s t a b e r n a c l e , and a l l t h a t d w e l l t h e r e i n . Has 

no t L u t h e r , he d e c l a r e d , s e t h i s mouth t o w a r d s h e a v e n and spoken a g a i n s t 

God and a g a i n s t men who s e r v e and honour God on e a r t h ? ^ ^ ^ 

T h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f b i b l i c a l prophecy t o i d e n t i f y the papacy o r 

L u t h e r as A n t i c h r i s t o r h i s a p o s t l e , i s n o t t he o n l y p o i n t o f r esemb lance 

between t h e a p o c a l y p t i c a l w r i t i n g s o f e v a n g e l i c a l and C a t h o l i c 

p o l e m i c i s t s . J u s t as t h e pope and L u t h e r were p e r c e i v e d as A n t i c h r i s t , 

so a l s o were t h e y b o t h compared t o t h e p r o p h e t Mahomet . On t he P r o t e s t a n t 

s i d e John Ba le saw two s i m i l a r i t i e s between t he papacy and Mahomet; i n 

t h e f i r s t p l a c e t h e pope saw h i m s e l f as God ' s v i c a r and Mahomet as t he 

p r o p h e t o f t he Lord and , s e c o n d l y , b o t h subdued t h e Gospel and s e t up 

t h e i r own l a w s , t h e pope i n h i s d e c r e t a l s and Mahomet in t he Ko ran . 

Anna B i j n s , on t h e o t h e r hand , used c o n t e m p o r a r y i c o n o g r a p h y t o i d e n t i f y 

L u t h e r w i t h Mahomet, P r o b a b l y t h e most f a m i l i a r i l l u s t r a t i o n o f L u t h e r 

i n t he f i r s t decade o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n was a w o o d c u t o f 1521 by Hans 
102 

Ba ldung G r i e n p o r t r a y i n g L u t h e r as a s a i n t w i t h a dove above h i s head , 

t he dove be ing a f r e q u e n t l y used symbol t o d e n o t e t h e Ho ly S p i r i t and 

t h e r e f o r e i n s p i r e d t h e o l o g i c a l know ledge . T w i s t i n g t h e i n t e n d e d mean ing , 

Anna B i j n s used t h e image t o sugges t t h a t L u t h e r was i n s p i r e d by a s p i r i t 

o f d e c e p t i o n , t h a t i s , by Mahomet 's d o v e : 

99 Van de r v e r v e e r 1 i c k e n a e n s t a e n d e t y t e n d e c h r i s t e s , A i i r . ' I n t h i s book 
men s h a l l c l e a r l y f i n d t h e e r r o r s o f t h e new h e r e t i c s , t h e Mar t i n i s t 
b r e t h r e n who a r e t h e t r u e f o r e r u n n e r s o f A n t i c h r i s t , j u s t as John the 
B a p t i s t was a f o r e r u n n e r o f C h r i s t . ' 

100 Een c l e y n v e r c l a r i n g h e , A v i r . 

101 J . B a l e , Den s t a n d t ende de b i l d e de r beyder g h e m e y n t e n , V i i r , 

102 R e p r i n t e d in L. Roose, Anna B i j n s (Ghen t , 1 9 6 3 ) , and R,W. S c r i b n e r , 
For t he sake o f s i m p l e f o l k (Cambr idge , 1981 ) , p . 19. 
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'Duer v a l s c e p r o p h e t e n he t v o l e bedrogen e s ; 
Machomets duve weer uu t g e v l o g e n e s , ' 103 

J u s t as t h e s i m i l a r i t y between e v a n g e l i c a l a n d C a t h o l i c p o l e m i c i s 

a p p a r e n t in t h e images bo th p a r t i e s employed t o a t t a c k one a n o t h e r , t h e 

same is t r u e o f t h e a rguments t h e y used t o d e f e n d t h e i r p o s i t i o n s . 

L u t h e r and h i s s u p p o r t e r s c l a i m e d t h a t t h e b a s i s f o r t h e i r r e f o r m l a y i n 

t h e S c r i p t u r e s , As a r e s u l t , t h e y c o n s t a n t l y c h i d e d t h e Roman c h u r c h 

f o r he r a d h e r e n c e t o ' u n s c r i p t u r a 1 ' p r a c t i c e s . I n a d d i t i o n , o r t h o d o x 

t h e o l o g i a n s were h e a v i l y c r i t i c i z e d f o r t h e i r i n t e r p r e t a t i v e g l o s s e s and 

c o m m e n t a r i e s . S c r i p t u r e was i t s own i n t e r p r e t e r a n d d i d no t need such 

e l a b o r a t e e x p l a n a t i o n s . In t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n , however . 

C a t h o l i c p o l e m i c i s t s used t h e same a rguments t o a t t a c k e v a n g e l i c a l 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f S c r i p t u r e , The a u t h o r o f t h e R e d e ! i j c k bewi j s , f o r 

examp le , accused t h e e v a n g e l i c a l s o f t w i s t i n g t h e mean ing o f C h r i s t ' s 

a p o s t o l i c ' commiss ion 'You a r e P e t e r , and on t h i s r o c k I w i l l b u i l d my 

c h u r c h and t he powers o f h e l l s h a l l no t p r e v a i l a g a i n s t i t ' ( M a t t . 1 6 : l 8 ) . 

T h i s v e r s e was c r u c i a l t o C a t h o l i c c l a i m s f o r p a p a l p r i m a c y and papa l 

a u t h o r i t y . E v a n g e l i c a l s t o o k t h e v i e w t h a t ' t h i s r o c k ' r e f e r r e d n o t t o 

P e t e r bu t t o C h r i s t h i m s e l f . The a u t h o r o f t h e Rede l i j c k bewi j s , 

howeve r , i n s i s t e d t h a t the t e x t s h o u l d be t a k e n a t l i t e r a l l y , and t h e r e f o r e 

t h a t P e t e r was t he r o c k t o w h i c h C h r i s t r e f e r r e d . S c r i p t u r e s h o u l d be 

u n d e r s t o o d a c c o r d i n g t o i t s grammar w i t h o u t i n t e r p r e t a t i v e g l o s s e s ; 

' H i b e g e e r t s c r i f t u r e h i w i l d i e na d i e 
g rammar ie v e r s t a e n hebben a l s o s i s e e t 
sonde r g l o s e . Waeromme dan en neemt h i 
a l i e d i e s c r i f t u r e n i e t a l z o so we 1 d i e 
t e g e n i s a Is d i e met s c h i j n t t e s i j n e , ' 105 

103 A. B i j n s , o p . c i t . p . 1 0 . 
' T h r o u g h f a l s e p r o p h e t s t h e p e o p l e a r e d e c e i v e d ; 
Mahomet 's dove has f l o w n o u t a g a i n . ' 

104 R e d e l i j c k bewi j s , B i i v - B v r , 

105 i b i d . B i i i i v , 'He wants S c r i p t u r e t o be u n d e r s t o o d g r a m m a t i c a l l y as 
he s a y s , w i t h o u t g l o s s e s . Why, t h e r e f o r e , does he n o t t a k e a l l t h e 
S c r i p t u r e in t h i s way , b o t h t h o s e a g a i n s t h im a n d t h o s e w h i c h 
appear t o s u p p o r t ( h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ) . ' 
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John Eck used much t h e same argument t o d e f e n d t h e i n t e r m e d i a r y r o l e o f 

t h e s a i n t s . C i t i n g Je rem iah 15 :1 'Though Moses a n d Samuel s t ood b e f o r e 

me, y e t my h e a r t wou ld n o t t u r n t owards t h i s p e o p l e , ' as s c r i p t u r a l 

p r o o f f o r t h e i n v o c a t i o n o f t h e s a i n t s , he a t t a c k e d Z w i n g l i f o r 

i n t e r p r e t i n g t h e t e x t t o mean when Moses and Samuel were a l i v e . The c l e a r 

t e x t o f S c r i p t u r e must be a l l o w e d t o speak f o r i t s e l f : 

'Mer t egen d a t w o e r t a r g u e e r t d i e k e t t e r S w i n g l i u s 
ende s e y t d a t t e t a l d u s t e v e r s t a e n i s . A1 w a e r t 
d a t Moses ende Samuel noch l e e f d e n ende baden 
yoer d i t v o l e so soude d i e o n w a e r d i c h e y t den 
g r a c i e v e r w i n n e n . Mer a n t w o e r t der c h r i s t e n e n 
h i e r o p , ' 

'Da t i s d i e m a n i e r de r k e t t e r e n d a t s i den s c r i f t u e r 
t o t hoer t r e c k e n ende want i s a l t i j t w i l l e n horen 
den c l a r e n t e x t ende en w i l l e n geen g l o s e n t o e l a t e n . 
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Need less t o s a y , no t a l l t h e a rguments o f e v a n g e l i c a l a u t h o r s were 

p a r a l l e l e d by C a t h o l i c p o l e m i c i s t s . C a t h o l i c w r i t e r s de fended t h e i r 

p o s i t i o n on t h e S c r i p t u r e s i n two ways . In t h e f i r s t p l a c e , as shown 

a b o v e , t h e y a t t e m p t e d t o p r o v e t h a t t h e S c r i p t u r e s s u p p o r t e d t h e i r 

p o s i t i o n r a t h e r t h a n t h e a rgumen ts o f t h e e v a n g e l i c a l s . S e c o n d l y , t h e y 

m a i n t a i n e d t h a t t he a u t h o r i t y o f t h e Church was g r e a t e r t h a n t h a t o f t h e 

S c r i p t u r e s , In o t h e r w o r d s , even i f t h e e v a n g e l i c a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f 

t h e S c r i p t u r e s was c o r r e c t , t h e y were no t d e f e a t e d s i n c e t hey had 

r e c o u r s e t o a h i g h e r s o u r c e o f a u t h o r i t y . Such an a rgumen t was neve r 

emp loyed by e v a n g e l i c a l p o l e m i c i s t s . E v a n g e l i c a l s w e r e q u i t e p r e p a r e d 

t o q u o t e from t h e Church F a t h e r s t o de fend t h e i r c a u s e , but o n l y as a 

s u p p o r t f o r S c r i p t u r a l e v i d e n c e . When Hermanus B o d i u s c o m p i l e d h i s 

U n i o d i s s i d e n t i urn, w h i c h was made up a l m o s t e n t i r e l y o f p a t r i s t i c t e x t s . 

106 J. Eck, D e c l a r a c i e t e g h e n zommighe a r t i c u l e n d e r l u t h e r a n e n , B i r . 
' B u t t h e h e r e t i c Z w i n g l i a rgues a g a i n s t t h a t word and says 

t h a t i t i s t o be u n d e r s t o o d t h u s . W h i l e Moses a n d Samuel were s t i l l 
a l i v e t h e y p rayed f o r t he p e o p l e t h a t d e s p i t e t h e i r u n w o r t h i n e s s 
t h e y w o u l d w i n g r a c e . But t h e C h r i s t i a n s answer l i k e t h i s : 

T h a t i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f h e r e t i c s who t w i s t t h e S c r i p t u r e s 
t o s u i t t h e m s e l v e s , f o r t h e y w i l l a l w a y s hea r t h e c l e a r t e x t and 
w i l l no t p e r m i t g l o s s e s , ' 



he d e l i b e r a t e l y s e l e c t e d o n l y t hose w r i t e r s who w e r e in c l o s e s t harmony 
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w i t h S c r i p t u r e , 

The o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c s t a n c e on t h i s I ssue was p r o b a b l y best 

summar ized by t he b ^ t e n o i r e o f t he e v a n g e l i c a l s John Eck . Eck 

v i g o r o u s l y r e f u t e d t h e e v a n g e l i c a l d o c t r i n e t h a t t h e a u t h o r i t y o f t he 

S c r i p t u r e s was g r e a t e r t h a n t h a t o f t h e Chu rch , a n d t h a t the Church must 

be gove rned by t h e S c r i p t u r e s by a r g u i n g t h a t t h e v e r y reve rse was t r u e , 

C h r i s t , he o b s e r v e d , d i d no t w r i t e a book , no r d i d he command h i s 

d i s c i p l e s t o w r i t e one bu t t o b u i l d t he Chu rch , The Church i s o l d e r 

t h a n t h e S c r i p t u r e s , hence t h e a p o s t l e s chose M a t t h i a s t o r e p l a c e Judas, 

o r d a i n e d seven deacons and P e t e r b rough t j u d g e m e n t upon Anan ias and 

S a p p h l r a a l l w i t h o u t t h e New T e s t a m e n t , M o r e o v e r , S c r i p t u r e is no t 

a u t h e n t i c a t e d w i t h o u t t h e C h u r c h ' s a u t h o r i t y . I t was t he Church t h a t 

d e c i d e d the canon , and t h e C h u r c h , t h e r e f o r e , has t h e power t o j u d g e t h e 

S c r i p t u r e s , T h e a r g u m e n t s o f Eck were a l s o e m p l o y e d by o t h e r 

C a t h o l i c p o l e m i c i s t s . L i k e t he I n g o l s t a d t t h e o l o g i a n , the a u t h o r o f 

t h e Rede 1 I j ck b e w l j s p o i n t e d o u t t h a t C h r i s t w r o t e no book, and used t h e 

same i l l u s t r a t i o n o f P e t e r ' s j udgemen t o f A n a n i a s and Sapph l ra b e f o r e 

t h e New Tes tamen t was w r i t t e n t o a rgue f o r the s u p r e m a c y o f the Church 
109 

o v e r t h e S c r i p t u r e s . 

In t h e 1520s C a t h o l i c p o l e m i c i s t s were o f t e n p r e p a r e d t o meet 

e v a n g e l i c a l s on t h e i r own g r o u n d . F i r s t , t h e y w e r e w i l l i n g t o r e f u t e 

h e r e s y in t he v e r n a c u l a r , and second , they f r e q u e n t l y a rgued t h e i r case 

from S c r i p t u r e , As a l r e a d y s e e n , t h i s w i l l i n g n e s s t o w r i t e a g a i n s t 

h e r e s y in t h e v e r n a c u l a r s u f f e r e d a marked d e c l i n e f rom t he l a t e 1520s 

onwards . In much t h e same way , C a t h o l i c p o l e m i c p r i m a r i l y based upon 

S c r i p t u r a l a r g u m e n t s had a l l bu t f aded away by t h e 1540s. By t h e m i d d l e 

o f t h e c e n t u r y t h e r e was a g r e a t e r emphas is on t h e s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f t h e 

f a i t h o f C a t h o l i c s by a r e a f f i r m a t i o n o f t r a d i t i o n a l b e l i e f s . The 

XXXI I a r t i c u l o s L o v a n i e n s i u m t h e o l o q I s t a r u m ( 1 5 4 4 ) , f o r examp le , 

c o n c e n t r a t e d a t t e n t i o n on t h e r e - a s s e r t i o n o f t h e t r a d i t i o n a l 

107 W, F . D a n k b a a r , , - ' D e Un i o d i s s i d e n t I urn van Herman us , Bod I us ' , T I j d s c h r I f t 
voo r q e s c h l e d e n i s LXXIV ( 1 9 6 1 ) , p . 3 7 1 . 

\ 0 8 J . Eck , D e c l a r a c i e t e g h e n zommlghe a r t i c u l e n d e r l u t h e r a n e n , B l i r -

B i i i r . 

109 Rede 1i j c k b e w l j s , D v i l l r , 
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I n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e ( seven ) s a c r a m e n t s , papa l a u t h o r i t y , t he 

i n t e r m e d i a r y r o l e o f t h e s a i n t s , p u r g a t o r y and m o n a s t i c vows. The o t h e r 

m a j o r emphas is w i t h i n t h e C a t h o l i c c h u r c h a t t h i s t i m e was t he need f o r 

r e f o r m as can be seen by C h a r l e s V ' s Fo rmu le r e f o r m a t ion is (1548) w h i c h 

a imed t o d e a l w i t h such abuses as p l u r a l i s m and c o n c u b i n a g e w i t h i n t h e 

ranks o f t h e c l e r g y . 

In t h e 1520s, however , t h e r e was open g round f o r d e b a t e . E v a n g e l i c a l s 

and C a t h o l i c s a l i k e f o u g h t t o s u b s t a n t i a t e t h e i r p o s i t i o n s d e p l o y i n g 

a rguments based b o t h upon t h e S c r i p t u r e s and upon Chu rch t r a d i t i o n . The 

e v a n g e l i c a l s ' i n s i s t e n c e upon s o l a s c r i p t u r a meant t h a t f o r them 

S c r i p t u r a l a rguments p r e d o m i n a t e d . C o n v e r s e l y , as o b s e r v e d above , 

because t h e C a t h o l i c s b e l i e v e d the a u t h o r i t y o f t h e Church t o be g r e a t e r 

t h a n t h a t o f t he S c r i p t u r e s , f o r them a rgumen ts o f t r a d i t i o n came t o 

w e i g h more h e a v i l y . But a t t h i s e a r l y d a t e n e i t h e r s i d e was p r e p a r e d t o 

a d m i t c o m p l e t e d e f e a t on t h e o t h e r f r o n t . The a r g u m e n t s o f e v a n g e l i c a l 

and C a t h o l i c p o l e m i c i s t s o f t h e Dutch R e f o r m a t i o n may have been a t 

l o g g e r h e a d s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i n s o f a r as bo th chose t o w r i t e in t he 

v e r n a c u l a r , bo th used s i m i l a r a p o c a l y p t i c a l i m a g e r y , and b o t h sough t t o 

e s t a b l i s h t h e i r a rgumen ts on t h e same g r o u n d s , t h e t w o s i d e s had more in 

common t h a n m i g h t f i r s t a p p e a r . 
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CHAPTER k 

CATECHISMS: TOOLS FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Stemming from the Greek / < Q . T ) ; x ^ ' t o make h e a r ' , the word catechism 

was o r i g i n a l l y a p p l i e d t o t h e o r a l i n s t r u c t i o n i n b a s i c C h r i s t i a n 

d o c t r i n e g i v e n b e f o r e B a p t i s m i n t h e e a r l y c h u r c h . The i n v e n t i o n o f 

p r i n t i n g in t h e m i d - f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y made t h e w r i t t e n c a t e c h i s m an 

i m p o r t a n t t o o l in t he C h r i s t i a n e d u c a t i o n o f t he l a i t y s ince i t e n a b l e d 

t h e cheap r e p r o d u c t i o n o f a t e x t . The f i r s t p r i n t e d German c a t e c h i s m 

i n t e n d e d f o r t h e l a i t y was w r i t t e n by D i e t r i c h C o e l d e abou t 1470. In 

i t s r e v i s e d form, e n t i t l e d E in f r u c h t b a i r Spyege l d e r C r i s t e n mynschen, 

C o e l d e ' s c a t e c h i s m p r o v e d e n o r m o u s l y p o p u l a r and w e n t t h r o u g h no l e s s 

t h a n t w e n t y n i n e e d i t i o n s between 1480 and 1 5 2 0 . ' The F r u c h t b a i r 

Spyege1, w h i c h was d e d i c a t e d t o t h e t ownspeop le o f Leuven, was a l s o 

t r a n s l a t e d i n t o Dutch as Den k e r s t e n s p i e q e l and was r e p r i n t e d many 
2 

t i m e s . The f i r s t p r i n t e d Du tch c a t e c h i s m , h o w e v e r , was Die t a f e l des 

k e r s t e l i k e n l evens p u b l i s h e d by G e r a r d Leeu a t Gouda in 1478. I t 

c o n t a i n e d t h e L o r d ' s P r a y e r , t h e Ave Mar i a and t h e Creed ' i n d u u t s c h e ' . 

As was t h e c o n v e n t i o n a t t h i s t i m e each a r t i c l e o f t h e Creed was p l a c e d 

a l o n g s i d e t h e name o f one o f the t w e l v e a p o s t l e s on t h e grounds t h a t t h e 

a p o s t l e s were t he c o - a u t h o r s o f t h i s s t a t e m e n t o f f a i t h . The re t h e n 

f o l l o w e d a c a t a l o g u e o f s i n s , v i c e s and v i r t u e s . T h i s l i s t e d t h e f i v e 

e x t e r n a l and f i v e i n t e r n a l s i n s , t h e f o u r c a r d i n a l v i r t u e s , t h e f o u r 

s i n s o f vengeance, t h e f o u r e x t r e m i t i e s , t h e seven d e a d l y s i n s , t h e 

seven c o r p o r e a l s i n s , t h e seven wo rks o f mercy , t h e seven g i f t s o f t h e 

s p i r i t , t h e seven s a c r a m e n t s , t h e e i g h t b e a t i t u d e s , t h e n i n e a l i e n s i n s 

and c o n c l u d e d w i t h the Ten Commandments.^ 

The e v a n g e l i c a l c a t e c h i s m , however , d i f f e r e d r a d i c a l l y f r o m i t s 

l a t e m e d i e v a l c o u n t e r p a r t . W h i l s t t h e t h r e e g r e a t f o r m u l a s o f t h e 

C h r i s t i a n f a i t h , t h e Ten Commandments, t h e Creed a n d t h e L o r d ' s P r a y e r 

w e r e , g e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , common t o bo th m e d i e v a l and e v a n g e l i c a l 

1 S .E . Ozment, The r e f o r m a t i o n in t h e c i t i e s (New H a v e n - L o n d o n , 1 9 7 5 ) , 
p p . 2 8 - 2 9 . 

2 See NK721-724, 2 7 8 4 - 2 7 8 8 . 

3 A. T r o e l s t r a , De t o e s t a n d de r c a t e c h e s e in Nede rTand gedurende de 
v o o r - r e f o r m a t o r i s che eeuw (Gron i n g e n , 1901) , pp . 5 - 6 , 
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c a t e c h i s m s , t h e R e f o r m a t i o n b r o u g h t two i m p o r t a n t changes t o t h i s gen re 

o f l i t e r a t u r e . In t h e f i r s t p l a c e , e v a n g e l i c a l c a t e c h i s m s o m i t t e d t h e 

t r a d i t i o n a l c a t a l o g u e o f s i n s , v i c e s and v i r t u e s p r e f e r r i n g i n s t e a d a 

g e n e r a l c a t a l o g u e o f s i n . S e c o n d l y , e v a n g e l i c a l c a t e c h i s m s showed a 

f a r g r e a t e r c o n c e r n f o r t he conduc t o f a C h r i s t i a n l i f e . ^ Bes ides 

d o c t r i n a l i n s t r u c t i o n , t h e y a l s o t r e a t e d t h e d u t i e s o f mas te rs and 

s e r v a n t s , p a r e n t s and c h i l d r e n , r u l e r s and s u b j e c t s and t he l i k e . 

I ndeed , e v a n g e l i c a l c a t e c h i s m s d i f f e r e d so much f r o m the l a t e m e d i e v a l 

v a r i e t y as t o be a c o m p l e t e l y d i f f e r e n t t y p e o f w o r k . W r i t i n g i n 1528 

L u t h e r b e l i e v e d he had r e v i v e d a l o n g - n e g l e c t e d p r a c t i c e o f t h e e a r l y 

c h u r c h , r a t h e r than m e r e l y a d a p t e d a l a t e m e d i e v a l f o r m u l a : 

'Widderumb hab i c h a u f f unser s e i t e n von G o t t s 
gnaden so v i e l a u s g e r i c h t , das G o t t l o b i z t 
e in knab odde r m e d l i n von f u n f f z e h e n i a r e n 
mehr we is ynn C h r i s t l i c h e r l e r e , denn z u v o r 
a l i e hohe s c h u l e n und D o c t o r e s gewust ha ben. 
Denn es i s t i n de r r e c h t e Ca tech ismus bey 
unserm h e u f f l i n w i d d e r a u f f de r ban, n e m l i c h 
das V a t e r u n s e r , de r G l a u b e , d i e Zehen g e b o t . 
Was d i e b u s s e , t a u f f e , g e b e t , C r e u z , l e b e n , 
s t e r b e n und das sac ramen t des a l t a r s s a y , 
Und uber d a s , was d i e ehe , d i e w e l l t l i c h 
o e b e r k e i t , was v a t e r und m u t t e r , w e i b und 
k i n d , man und son , knech t und m a g d . ' 5 

L u t h e r h i m s e l f w r o t e two c a t e c h i s m s , t h e K l e i n e K a t e c h i s m u s ^ and 

t h e Grosse K a t e c h i s m u s , b o t h o f w h i c h were f i r s t p u b l i s h e d in 1529. 

He was p rompted t o w r i t e t h e s e t e a c h i n g manua ls f o r t h e i n s t r u c t i o n o f 

t h e f a i t h f u l a f t e r t h e e c c l e s i a s t i c a l v i s i t a t i o n s o f 1528-1529 in Saxony 

4 G. S t r a u s s , L u t h e r ' s house o f l e a r n i n g ( B a l t i m o r e - L o n d o n , 1 9 7 8 ) , p . 1 5 7 . 

5 W A 2 6 . p . 5 3 0 . 'By t h e g r a c e o f God I have b r o u g h t a b o u t such a change 
t h a t nowadays a g i r l o r boy o f f i f t e e n knows more a b o u t C h r i s t i a n 
d o c t r i n e t h a n a l l t h e t h e o l o g i a n s o f t h e g r e a t u n i v e r s i t i e s used t o 
know in t h e o l d d a y s . For among us t h e c a t e c h i s m has come back i n t o 
use . I mean t he L o r d ' s P r a y e r , t h e A p o s t l e s ' C r e e d , t h e Ten Command-
m e n t s , and a l l t h a t one s h o u l d know a b o u t p e n a n c e , b a p t i s m , p r a y e r , 
t h e c r o s s , how t o l i v e and how t o d i e , t h e s a c r a m e n t o f t h e a l t a r , 
a l s o abou t m a r r i a g e , c i v i l o b e d i e n c e , t h e d u t i e s o f a f a t h e r and 
m o t h e r , w i f e and c h i l d r e n , f a t h e r and s o n , m a s t e r and s e r v a n t , ' 
G. S t r a u s s , o p . c i t . p p . 1 5 5 - 1 5 6 . 

6 Benz ing 2589 . 

7 Benz ing 2548 . 
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had r e v e a l e d a p p a l l i n g i gno rance o f t he b a s i c e l e m e n t s o f t he f a i t h : 

'D iesen Catech ismon oder C h r i s t l i c h e l e r e yn so l che 
k l e i n e s c h l e c h t e e i n f e l t i g e f o rm z u s t e l l e n , hat 
mich gezwungen und gedrungen d i e k l e g l i c h e lende 
n o t , so i c h n e w l i c h e r f a r e n habe, da i c h auch e i n 
V i s i t a t o r w a r . Hi I f f l i e b e r G o t t , w i e manchen 
iamer hab i c h gesehen, das der gemeine man doch 
so gar n i c h t s we i s von der C h r i s t l i c h e n l e r e , 
s o n d e r l i c h a u f f den d o e r f f e n , und l e i d e r v i e l 
P f a r h e r r f a s t u n g e s c h i c k t unnd u n t u e c h t i g s i n d zu 
l e r e n , Und sol Ten doch a l l e C h r i s t e n h e i s s e n , 
g e t a u f f t s e i n und der h e i l i g e n Sacrament g e n i e s s e n , 
koennen w i d e r V a t e r unser noch den G lauben odder 
Zehen g e p o t , leben d a h i n w i e das 1 iebe v i h e und 
u n v e r n u e n f f t i g e sewe. Und nu das E v a n g e l ion 
komen i s t , dennoch fan g e l e r n t ha ben a T i e r f r e y h e i t 
m e i s t e r l i c h zu m i s s e b r a u c h e n , ' 8 

L u t h e r i n t e n d e d t h a t c h i l d r e n t o g e t h e r w i t h a d u l t s who were i g n o r a n t 

in t h e f a i t h s h o u l d beg in by l e a r n i n g t h e K l e i n e K a t e c h i s m u s . He a d v i s e d 

t h a t p a s t o r s s h o u l d keep t o one v e r s i o n and b e g i n by t e a c h i n g the Ten 

Commandments, t h e Creed and the L o r d ' s P raye r so t h a t the f a i t h f u l were 

a b l e t o r e c i t e t hese o f f by h e a r t . A f t e r l e a r n i n g these by r o t e , t h e 

nex t s tage was t o t each an u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f them. When t h i s had been 

a c h i e v e d the Grosse Ka tech ismus c o u l d be used t o p r o v i d e deeper and 
9 

f u l l e r e x p l a n a t i o n s . 

Jus t as L u t h e r w r o t e a s h o r t c a t e c h i s m c o n t a i n i n g the b a s i c e lements 

o f t h e f a i t h t o g e t h e r w i t h a more d e t a i l e d c a t e c h i s m , so e a r l y e v a n g e l i c a l 

ca tech i sms p r i n t e d in t he N e t h e r l a n d s may be s i m i l a r l y d i v i d e d . A p a r t 

8 WA30/1. p p . 2 6 4 and 2 6 6 . ' ! n s e t t i n g f o r t h t h i s c a t e c h i s m ( t h e 
K l e i n e K a t e c h i s m u s ) o r C h r i s t i a n t e a c h i n g in s u c h a s h o r t , 
s i m p l e , and p l a i n fo rn^ lhave been c o m p e l l e d and d r i v e n f o r w a r d by the 
w r e t c h e d and l a m e n t a b l e s t a t e o f a f f a i r s w h i c h I d i s c o v e r e d l a t e l y 
when I a c t e d as an i n s p e c t o r . M e r c i f u l God, what m i se ry I have seen, 
t h e common peop le knowing n o t h i n g a t a l l o f C h r i s t i a n d o c t r i n e , 
e s p e c i a l l y in t h e v i l l a g e s , and u n f o r t u n a t e l y many p a s t o r s a r e 
w e l l - n i g h u n s k i l l e d and i n c a p a b l e o f t e a c h i n g ; and though a l l a r e 
c a l l e d C h r i s t i a n s and p a r t a k e o f t h e Holy Sac rament , they know n e i t h e r 
the L o r d ' s P r a y e r , nor t he Creed, nor t h e Ten Commandments, but l i v e 
l i k e the poor c a t t l e and s e n s e l e s s s w i n e , t h o u g h , now t h a t the Gospel 
is come, they have l e a r n t w e l l enough how t h e y may abuse t h e i r 
l i b e r t y , ' L u t h e r ' s p r i m a r y works e d . H. Wace and C.A. Buchheim, 
(London, I 8 9 6 ) , p p . 2 - 3 . 

9 WA30/1. p p . 2 6 8 - 2 7 4 . 
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f r o m L u t h e r ' s own w o r k s , t h e r e were t e n e v a n g e l i c a l c a t e c h i s m s p r i n t e d 

i n t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e Du t ch R e f o r m a t i o n , T h e s i m p l e s t were t h o s e 

w h i c h c o n t a i n e d o n l y t h e b a r e e s s e n t i a l s o f t h e T e n Commandments, t h e 

Creed and t h e L o r d ' s P r a y e r w i t h o u t comment. The H o o f t s t u c k e n des 

c h r i s t e n g h e l o o f s inhoudende he t fundament de r c h r i s t e 1 i j c k e r r e l i g i e n 

( c 1 5 4 0 ) ^ ^ and G h e l o o u e , hope ende l i e f d e : Hoe een y e g h e l i j c k hem daer 
12 

d a q h e l i c x i n o e f f e n e n s a l (1543) a r e two such w o r k s . Other c a t e c h i s m s 

such as Een boexken hoe datmen d i e k i n d e r e n l e e r e n s a l i n den r e c h t e n 

qhe l ooue ( c 1 5 3 5 ) ' ^ and t h e K i n d e r l e e r e . Dat c h r i s t e n qhe looue ( 1 5 4 2 ) ^ ^ 

f o l l o w e d t h e t r a d i t i o n a l q u e s t i o n and answer fo rm w h i l s t Der C h r i s t e n 
1 5 

Reqhe l ( 1 5 4 3 ) , C h r i s t e 1 i j e k e o n d e r w i ] s i n q h e t o t den r i j c k e Gods 

( c 1 5 4 3 ) ^ ^ and S t e f a a n M y e l b e k e ' s C u r t o n d e r w i j s h u u t e r h e y l i q h e r 
] -7 

s c h r i f t u r e (1555) l i s t e d S c r i p t u r e p r o o f t e x t s u n d e r each Commandment, 

a r t i c l e o f t h e Creed o r s e c t i o n o f t h e L o r d ' s P r a y e r . F i n a l l y , t h e r e 

were t h o s e c a t e c h i s m s such as Een c o s t e l i c k e u u t l e g g h i n g e o f t expos i t i e 
18 

op d i e x gheboden ende op d a t P a t e r n o s t e r ( c 1 5 4 0 ) , t h e Ca tech ismus 
d a t i s de g r o o t e k i n d e r l e e r e ( 1 5 3 8 ) ' ^ and C o r n e l l s v a n d e r Heyden ' s C o r t e 

20 
i n s t r u c c y e (1543) t h a t c o n t a i n e d a l e n g t h y e x p o s i t i o n f o r each s e c t i o n . 

In Germany, L u t h e r ' s c a t e c h i s m s were o p e n l y t a u g h t f r o m t h e p u l p i t , 

in t h e c l a s s r o o m and a t home. In t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , h o w e v e r , r e l i g i o u s 

and p o l i t i c a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s d i c t a t e d a more r e s t r i c t e d e v a n g e l i c a l 

e d u c a t i o n . C a t e c h e t i c a l i n s t r u c t i o n was r e s t r i c t e d t o t h e home, a t 

10 T h e r e were D u t c h t r a n s l a t i o n s o f L u t h e r ' s K u r z e Form d e r 10 Gebote , 
des Glaubens und des V a t e r u n s e r s ( 1 5 2 0 ) , NK2116, 3458 and 3462 , and 
t h e K l e i n e K a t e c h i s m u s , NK1422, 

11 NK1115. See p p . 2 8 9 - 2 9 0 . 

12 Mach ie ls G l 4 7 . B . T . 1 2 4 6 . See p . 2 7 9 . 

13 NK442. See p . 2 6 1 . 

14 NK3317. Mbchie ls K275. See p p . 2 9 1 - 2 9 2 . 

15 Mach ie ls R85. See p . 3 0 0 . 

16 NK1622. M a c h i e l s 0 5 4 . See p . 2 9 5 . 

17 M a c h i e l s M688, See p p . 2 9 4 - 2 9 5 . 

18 NK2092. See p . 3 1 1 . 

19 NK529. See p . 2 6 9 . 

20 B L 8 4 3 . e . 1 7 . ( b ) . R e p r i n t e d BRN IV , p p . 1 5 - 7 7 . See p p . 2 8 6 - 2 8 8 . 
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l e a s t u n t i l t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f Reformed c o n g r e a t i o n s in e x i l e i n 

e x i l e in t h e 1540s and ' 5 0 s . M o r e o v e r , s i n c e D u t c h and German c a t e c h i s m s 

were used in d i f f e r e n t c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h e i r a u t h o r s had d i f f e r i n g a ims 

and o b j e c t i v e s . In Germany t h e c a t e c h i s m was e s s e n t i a l l y a propaganda 

t o o l t o c o n v e r t t h e p o p u l a t i o n t o t he R e f o r m a t i o n c a u s e . I t was an 

o f f i c i a l a g e n t used t o e d u c a t e t h e i g n o r a n t in t h e t r u t h s o f t h e G o s p e l , 

In a d d i t i o n , i t was a l s o a means o f c o n t r o l l i n g r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s . 

I n i t i a l l y L u t h e r and h i s f o l l o w e r s encou raged B i b l e r e a d i n g among the 

l a i t y . Y e t by t h e l a t e 1520s, f e a r s had a r i s e n t h a t such u n s u p e r v i s e d 

s t u d y m i g h t l ead t o S p i r i t u a l i s t h e r e s y . The c a t e c h i s m , however , in 

p r e s e n t i n g o n l y t h e D e c a l o g u e , t h e Creed and t h e L o r d ' s P raye r s e t o u t 
21 

t he a p p r o v e d t e x t w i t h t h e a u t h o r i z e d i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . As a r e s u l t o f 

t h i s government s u p p o r t and s t r e s s on o r t h o d o x y , German L u t h e r a n 

c a t e c h i s m s r e v e a l a c o n s p i c u o u s u n i f o r m i t y . 

In the N e t h e r l a n d s t h e s i t u a t i o n was a l t o g e t h e r d i f f e r e n t . Here , 

e v a n g e l i c a l c a t e c h i s m s were f i e r c e l y opposed by t h e s e c u l a r a u t h o r i t i e s . 

R a t h e r t h a n b e i n g a p ropaganda t o o l o f t h e s e c u l a r a r m , t he e v a n g e l i c a l 

c a t e c h i s m was r e g a r d e d as a s o u r c e o f s o c i a l u p h e a v a l and r e l i g i o u s 

h e t e r o d o x y . O f f i c i a l h o s t i l i t y e n s u r e d t h a t D u t c h c a t e c h i s m s were f a r 

l ess u n i f o r m s i n c e no one s p e c i f i c e v a n g e l i c a l t h e o l o g y r e c e i v e d o f f i c i a l 

s a n c t i o n . In a d d i t i o n , t h e c a t e c h i s m was p r o b a b l y l e s s o f an 

e v a n g e l i s t i c t o o l i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s t h a n in Germany, Mere p o s s e s s i o n o f 

p a r t i c u l a r e v a n g e l i c a l c a t e c h i s m s in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s was a c c o u n t e d a 

c r i m i n a l o f f e n c e , p u n i s h a b l e by d e a t h . Only t h o s e a l r e a d y c o m m i t t e d t o 

t h e e v a n g e l i c a l cause w o u l d t h e r e f o r e possess s u c h l i t e r a t u r e . Thus in 

t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , t h e c a t e c h i s m was p r o b a b l y more a means o f c o n f i r m i n g 

an e v a n g e l i c a l i n h i s f a i t h t h a n o f mak ing new c o n v e r t s . Two n o t a b l e 

e x c e p t i o n s t o t h i s r u l e were S t e f a a n M y e l b e k e ' s C u r t o n d e r w i j s h u u t e r 

h e y l i q h e r s c h r i f t u r e and C o r n e l l s vander H e y d e n ' s C o r t e i n s t r u c c y e , bo th 

o f w h i c h were i n i t i a l l y g r a n t e d a p r i v i l e g e and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l l i c e n c e 

b e f o r e i t was r e a l i z e d t h a t t h e i r a u t h o r s were o f an e v a n g e l i c a l 
22 

p e r s u a s i o n . In t h e s e e x c e p t i o n a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s e v a n g e l i c a l c a t e c h i s m s 

21 R. Gawthrop and G. S t r a u s s , ' P r o t e s t a n t i s m and l i t e r a c y in e a r l y 
modern G e r m a n y , ' Pas t and p r e s e n t CIV ( 1 9 8 4 ) , p p . 3 7 and 4 3 . 

22 See p p . 2 8 6 and 295. 
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c o u l d c i r c u l a t e f r e e l y f o r a b r i e f p e r i o d and so p r o v i d e a means t o 

e v a n g e l i z e the C a t h o l i c p o p u l a t i o n a t l a r g e . 

In S t r a u s s ' s r e c e n t s t u d y o f L u t h e r a n i n d o c t r i n a t i o n o f the young 

in s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y Germany the c a t e c h i s m was e x a m i n e d as an e d u c a t i o n a l 

t e c h n i q u e w i t h i n the b roader c o n t e x t o f a R e f o r m a t i o n e n f o r c e d f rom 
23 

above. For the reasons e x p l a i n e d above the D u t c h ca tech isms s t u d i e d 

here form no p a r t o f an o f f i c i a l R e f o r m a t i o n . N e v e r t h e l e s s they do pose 

s e v e r a l q u e s t i o n s o f i n t e r e s t t o s t u d e n t s o f the R e f o r m a t i o n in t he 

N e t h e r l a n d s , What were the v a r i o u s i n f l u e n c e s a t w o r k w i t h i n the Dutch 

R e f o r m a t i o n ? How u n i f o r m were the v iews o f Dutch e v a n g e l i c a l s ? F i n a l l y , 

d i d s t r o n g l y h e l d e v a n g e l i c a l v iews n e c e s s i t a t e s c h i s m f rom the Roman 

chu rch in the N e t h e r l a n d s ? 

S t r u c t u r a l l y , e v a n g e l i c a l ca tech i sms u s u a l l y f o l l o w two d i s t i n c t 

p a t t e r n s . In L u t h e r ' s ca tech i sms the Decalogue came f i r s t f o l l o w e d by 

the Creed, the L o r d ' s P raye r and the Sacraments . The German r e f o r m e r 

began as he d i d because o f h i s c o n v i c t i o n o f the i m p o r t a n c e o f the law 

in b r i n g i n g the s i n n e r t o a f u l l r e a l i z a t i o n o f h i s p l i g h t . The Ten 

Commandments r e v e a l man's s h o r t c o m i n g s s i n c e he f i n d s h i m s e l f i ncapab le 

o f keep ing them f u l l y . The r e s u l t i n g r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t he i s a s i n n e r 

is e s s e n t i a l , Lu the r a rgued , i f a man is t o d i s c o v e r f a i t h w h i c h is h i s 
24 

o n l y hope o f s a l v a t i o n , C a l v i n , however , a d o p t e d a d i f f e r e n t l i n e 

o f app roach . For h im, t he knowledge o f God was t h e supreme end o f man. 

The purpose o f t he c a t e c h i s m was the i n c u l c a t i o n o f such knowledge . 

The best means o f c o n v e y i n g t h i s knowledge was v i a t h e A p o s t l e s ' Creed. 

Hence Reformed c a t e c h i s m s u s u a l l y began w i t h an e x p o s i t i o n o f t he Creed. 

For example , the open ing q u e s t i o n o f C a l v i n ' s 1541 c a t e c h i s m read 'What 

i s t he c h i e f end o f human l i f e ? ' and the r e p l y ' t o know G o d ' . There then 

f o l l o w e d an e x p o s i t o r y d i a l o g u e w h i c h broke the C reed down i n t o t h r e e 

s e c t i o n s d e a l i n g w i t h God t h e F a t h e r , God the Son, and God the Holy 
25 

Ghost. ^ 

23 G. S t r a u s s , o p . c i t . p p . 1 5 1 - 1 7 5 . 

24 I b i d . p .161 . 

25 J. C a l v i n , The c a t e c h i s m o f the chu rch o f Geneva (1541) in The schoo l 
o f f a i t h , ed . T . F . T e r r a n c e (Lsndon , 1959")% p . 5 . 
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Of t he t e n Du tch c a t e c h i s m s l i s t e d above f o u r b e g i n w i t h t h e C reed , 

f i v e w i t h the Ten Commandments and one , M y e l b e k e ' s C u r t onderw i j s , w i t h 

t h e L o r d ' s P r a y e r . T h u s , i n te rms o f s t r u c t u r e , e a r l y e v a n g e l i c a l 

c a t e c h i s m s p r i n t e d in t he N e t h e r l a n d s appear t o be dependent b o t h upon 

L u t h e r a n and Reformed m o d e l s . 

J u s t as L u t h e r and C a l v i n began a t d i f f e r e n t s t a r t i n g p o i n t s , so 

t o o t h e i r e n u m e r a t i o n o f t h e Ten Commandments d i f f e r e d , Lu the r f o l l o w e d 

t h e t r a d i t i o n a l C a t h o l i c e n u m e r a t i o n e m a n a t i n g f rom A u g u s t i n e , w h i l s t 

C a l v i n f o l l o w e d O r i g e n in r e g a r d i n g Exodus 2 0 : 3 - 6 as c o n t a i n i n g two 

commandments and v e r s e 17 o n l y o n e . ^ ^ 

Augus t i n i a n , C a t h o l i c and L u t h e r a n E n u m e r a t i o n o f O r i gen and Reformed 

e n u m e r a t i o n . P r o t e s t a n t s 

1, Thou s h a l t have no o t h e r gods 

b e f o r e me. Thou s h a l t n o t 

make u n t o t h e e any g r a v e n image, 

2 . Thou s h a l t n o t t a k e t h e name o f 

t h e Lord t h y God i n v a i n . 

9 . Thou s h a l t no t c o v e t t h y 

n e i g h b o u r ' s house , 

10, Thou s h a l t n o t c o v e t t h y 

n e i g h b o u r ' s w i f e , n o r h i s 

m a n s e r v a n t , no r h i s m a i d s e r v a n t , 

no r h i s o x , no r h i s a s s , no r 

a n y t h i n g t h a t is t h y n e i g h b o u r ' s . 

Thou s h a l t have no o t h e r gods 

b e f o r e me. 

Thou s h a l t n o t make u n t o t h e e any 

g r a v e n image. 

Thou s h a l t n o t bear f a l s e w i t n e s s 

a g a i n s t t h y n e i g h b o u r . 

Thou s h a l t n o t c o v e t t h y 

n e i g h b o u r ' s h o u s e , t h o u s h a l t no t 

c o v e t t h y n e i g h b o u r ' s w i f e , n o r 

h i s m a n s e r v a n t , nor h i s m a i d s e r v a n t , 

n o r h i s o x , n o r h i s a s s , n o r 

a n y t h i n g t h a t i s t h y n e i g h b o u r ' s . 

The most i m p o r t a n t consequence o f t h i s s h i f t i n e n u m e r a t i o n by t h e 

Reformed i s t h a t t h e i n j u n c t i o n 'Thou s h a l t no t make u n t o t h e e any g raven 

image ' g a i n e d a g r e a t e r p rom inence as a commandment i n i t s own r i g h t . 

26 The c a t h o l i c e n c y c l o p e d i a e d , C.G, Herbermann e t a l , ( London , 1913-14 , 
1922 ) , IV , p . 6 6 4 . The Cambr idge h i s t o r y o f t h e B i b l e , 111. The wes t 
f r o m t h e r e f o r m a t i o n t o t h e p r e s e n t d a y , e d , S , L . Greens lade 
TCambr i d g e , 1963 ) , p p . 1 8 - 1 9 . 
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T h i s added w e i g h t t o t he Reformed a t t a c k on the v e n e r a t i o n o f images 

w i t h i n t h e C a t h o l i c Chu rch . In h i s 1541 c a t e c h i s m , f o r i n s t a n c e , 

C a l v i n used t h i s commandment t o t e a c h t h a t God s p e c i f i c a l l y f o r b a d 

p r a y e r , k n e e l i n g o r r e v e r e n c e t o w a r d s images as i f t h r o u g h them God 
27 

r e v e a l e d H i m s e l f t o man. By t he 1550s Re fo rmed P r o t e s t a n t i s m was 

b e g i n n i n g t o make a s t r o n g e r impac t on e v a n g e l i c a l r e l i g i o n in t h e 

N e t h e r l a n d s and most c a t e c h i s m s t h e r e f o r e f o l l o w e d C a l v i n ' s e n u m e r a t i o n , 
28 

C e r t a i n l y t h i s was t r u e o f John a L a s c o ' s Ca tech i smus (1551) and 
29 

M a r t i n M i c r o e n ' s C leynen c a t e c h i s m u s (1552) b o t h w r i t t e n f o r use by 

t he Dutch s t r a n g e r c h u r c h in London. The same c a n a l s o be s a i d o f t he 

C o r t e b e l i j d i n q h e des g h e l o o f s de r qheenre d i e o u e r a l i n N e d e r l a n t , 

ende bysonder in dese s t a d t N ( 1 5 6 6 ) ^ ^ w h i c h p r o b a b l y o r i g i n a t e d f r o m 

the A n t w e r p Reformed communi ty and t h e u n p u b l i s h e d K i n d e r l e r e (1571) o f 
3 1 

t he Amsterdam merchan t Laurens Jacobszoon Reae 1. 

A lmos t a l l e a r l y e v a n g e l i c a l c a t e c h i s m s p r i n t e d in the N e t h e r l a n d s , 

however , f o l l o w t h e C a t h o l i c and L u t h e r a n e n u m e r a t i o n o f t h e Ten 

Commandments. On ly two such works f o l l o w t h e R e f o r m e d e n u m e r a t i o n . 

The f i r s t , Ghe looue hope ende 1 i e f d e c o n t a i n s o n l y s i x t e e n pages and i t s 

b r e v i t y p r e v e n t s d e t a i l e d assessment o f t h e a u t h o r ' s r e a s o n i n g beh ind 

h i s e n u m e r a t i o n . He s i m p l y l i s t s the Commandments w i t h o u t comment. 

C o r n e l l s vander Heyden ' s C o r t e i n s t r u c c y e , h o w e v e r , w h i c h a l s o f o l l o w e d 

t he Reformed e n u m e r a t i o n , was a much f u l l e r w o r k , Vander Heyden was 

s t r o n g l y e v a n g e l i c a l i n h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f some o f t h e commandments. 

'Remember t h e s a b b a t h d a y , t o keep i t ho l y ' , f o r i n s t a n c e , was I n t e r p r e t e d 

as an I n j u n c t i o n t o r e s t from vuorks . I n s t e a d , the b e l i e v e r 
32 

s h o u l d a l l o w God t o w o r k H is s a l v a t i o n in h im t h r o u g h C h r i s t , In a 

s i m i l a r v e i n , t h o s e who w r o n g l y i n t e r p r e t God 's w o r d were seen as 

27 J . C a l v i n , The c a t e c h i s m o f t h e c h u r c h o f Geneva , o p . c i t . p . 2 7 . 

28 BL C . 5 3 . a . 1 7 . 

29 1558 e d i t i o n BL C . 3 7 . b . 2 7 . 

30 F a c s i m i l e e d i t i o n in Twee g e s c h r i f t e n u i t de b e g i n t i j d van de 
q e r e f o r m e e r d e k e r k in N e d e r l a n d , e d . D, Nauta (Ams te rdam, 1974) 

3 1 R e p r i n t e d in J . C . B reen , 'De K i n d e r l e r e van L a u r e n s Jacobszoon 
R.eae1, ' NAK VI ( 1 8 9 6 ) , pp. 129-157 . 

32 BRN IV , p . 2 1 . 
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t r a n s g r e s s o r s o f t h e command 'Thou s h a l t no t bear f a l s e w i t n e s s a g a i n s t 
33 

t h y n e i g h b o u r ' . G iven these s t r o n g l y e v a n g e l i c a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f 

t hese Commandments, t o g e t h e r w i t h t he more r a d i c a l e n u m e r a t i o n , one 

m i g h t e x p e c t a s t r i c t condemnat ion o f t h e v e n e r a t i o n o f images in Vander 

Heyden 's e x p o s i t i o n o f t he second commandment. B u t t h i s is f a r f r om t h e 

case . A c c o r d i n g t o vander Heyden, God does no t f o r b i d images themse lves 

but o n l y i d o l a t r y , s u p e r s t i t i o n and f a l s e r e l i g i o n . C i t i n g Gregory t h e 

G r e a t ' s u p b r a i d i n g o f Se renus , B ishop o f M a r s e i l l e s f o r hav ing b u r n t 

images, he a s s e r t e d t h a t images a r e p e r m i t t e d no t f o r a d o r a t i o n , but as 

an i n s t r u c t i o n , memor ia l and example : 

'God de heere en v e r b i e d gheen b e i l d e n , noch 
ghe l ykenessen t e maken, alsmen d i e n i e t en 
m e s b r u u c t , maer hy v e r b i e d d ' a f g o d e r y e , 
s u p e r s t i c y e ende v a l s c h e r e l y g y e , d i e de 
o n v e r s t a n d i g h e ende plompe menschen d a e r mede 
bedryven , a Is daer mede a c h t e r s t r a t a op de 
schauderen loopende , roupende ende 
c r i j s s c h e n d e a Is w t z i n n i g h e menschen, ende 
a Is Tu rken ende heydenen d i e God i n d e r w a e r h e y t 
n i e t en kennen. To t d i t mesbruuck en l a e t s e 
de he 1 ighe k e r s t e n kae rcke n i e t t o e , maer 
g h e l i j c k G r e g o r i u s z e g h t , sch ryvende t o t t e n 
b i s s c h o p van M a s s i l y e n , hem s t r a f f e n d e om 
da t hy de b e i l d e n v e r b r a n d hadde. Men z a 1 
zeyde hy ghe l ykenessen t o e l a t e n ( n i e t om t e 
anb idden o f t e e e r e n ) maer t o t een o n d e r w i j s 
memorye, ende exemple den menschen, hoe d a t 
de he 1ighe z a n t e n ende z a n t i n n e n , voor d a t 
k e r s t e n gheloove v u l s t a n d i g h l i c haer b l o e t 
g h e s t o r t t ende l a t e n v e r g h i e t e n hebben. ' 34 

33 BKN IV, p . 2 5 . 

34 BRN IV , p p . 1 9 - 2 0 , 'The Lo rd God does not f o r b i d images, nor t h e making 
o f s t a t u e s , i f men do not misuse them, bu t He f o r b i d s i d o l a t r y , 
s u p e r s t i t i o n and f a l s e r e l i g i o n t h a t unwise and f o o l i s h men commit 
as t h e y run abou t t h e s t r e e t s c a r r y i n g them on t h e i r s h o u l d e r s 

c a l l i n g and sc reaming l i k e f r e n z i e d men and l i k e t h e T u r k s and 
heathens t h a t do no t in t r u t h know God. The h o l y chu rch does no t 
p e r m i t such m isuse , but as Gregory ( t h e G r e a t ) s a i d when he w r o t e 
t o t he b i shop o f M a r s e i l l e s t o u p b r a i d h im because he had b u r n t 
images, " Images s h o u l d be a l l o w e d " , he s a i d " ( n o t t o w o r s h i p or t o 
honour ) but t o p r o v i d e i n s t r u c t i o n , and t o s e r v e as a memor ia l and 
example t o men, how the h o l y s a i n t s have s t e a d f a s t l y shed and a l l o w e d 
t h e i r b lood t o be poured ou t f o r the C h r i s t i a n f a i t h . " ' 



109 

T h u s , on t h e p a r t i c u l a r i s s u e o f images , Vander Heyden f o l l o w s a 

R e f o r m e d - s t y l e e n u m e r a t i o n o f t h e Commandments, b u t a L u t h e r a n - s t y l e 

t h e o l o g y , t h a t i s , a s u s p i c i o n , bu t n e v e r an o u t r i g h t c o n d e m n a t i o n . 

On t h e o t h e r hand , a Re fo rmed o r i e n t a t i o n o f t h e o l o g y may be 

d i s c e r n e d i n Vander H e y d e n ' s d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e s a c r a m e n t s . In 

p a r t i c u l a r , he v i e w e d t h e L o r d ' s Supper as a t e s t a m e n t t o and a 

t h a n k s g i v i n g f o r t h e d e a t h o f C h r i s t i n t e n d e d t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e f a i t h 

o f t h e b e l i e v e r , r a t h e r t h a n a r e - e n a c t m e n t o f C a l v a r y a t w h i c h C h r i s t 

was p h y s i c a l l y p r e s e n t in t h e b read and w i n e : 

" D i t h e i f t ons de zone gods e e r s t in g h e s t e l d 
op d a t wy d a t t s g h e l i j c x nae r doen z o u d e n , 
t o t d a t hende d e r w a e r e l d , ende i n w t w e n d i g h e d e n 
deze h o u f f e n i j n g h e ende ghemeen d a n c z e g g h i j n g h e , 
ende m a e l t i j d hauden z o u d e n , van z i j n d e r 
o n s p r e k e 1 i c k e r l i e f d e n ende w e l d a e d t o t o n s , 
i n eenen t e s t a m e n t e ons g h e l a t e n t o t 
v e r s t a e r k i j n g h e des g h e l o o f s . ' 35 

The t e n d e n c y t o s p i r i t u a l i z e , e v i d e n t h e r e * i s c o n f i r m e d i n Vande r 

Heyden ' s e n s u i n g p r a y e r in w h i c h he asks f o r s p i r i t u a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g so 

t h a t C h r i s t i a n s m i g h t p a r t a k e o f t h e L o r d ' s Suppe r by f a i t h and i n u n i t y 

and so by e a t i n g and d r i n k i n g p r o c l a i m C h r i s t ' s d e a t h . 

G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , howeve r , t h e C o r t e i n s t r u c c y e o f v a n d e r Heyden 

a l o n g w i t h o t h e r e a r l y Du tch c a t e c h i s m s b e t r a y s a L u t h e r a n r a t h e r t h a n 

a Re fo rmed c h a r a c t e r . In t h e f i r s t p l a c e , more c a t e c h i s m s f o l l o w t h e 

L u t h e r a n as opposed t o t h e Re fo rmed e n u m e r a t i o n o f t h e Ten Commandments, 

S e c o n d l y , t h e l i s t i n g s o f b e h a v i o u r f o r p e o p l e o f v a r i o u s s t a t i o n s i n 

l i f e - r u l e r s , s u b j e c t s , p a r e n t s , c h i l d r e n , w i v e s , husbands and t h e 

1 i ke - f o u n d in t h e C o r t e i n s t r u c c y e , t h e C h r i s t e n r e g h e l and t h e 

C h r i s t e 1 i j c k e o n d e r w i j s i n g h e t o t den r i j c k e Gods \«c re be l o v e d o f 

L u t h e r a n a u t h o r s . F i n a l l y , two c a t e c h i s m s , t h e H o o f t s t u c k e n des 

c h r i s t e n g h e l o o f s i nhoudende h e t f undamen t d e r c h r i s t e 1 i j c k e r r e l i g i e n 

a n d Vander H e y d e n ' s C o r t e i n s t r u c c y e were t e x t u a l l y d e p e n d e n t upon 

35 BRN I V , p . 4 5 . 'The son o f God f i r s t i n s t i t u t e d t h i s so t h a t we 
s h o u l d do t h e same u n t i l t h e end o f t h e w o r l d , and i n t h e e x t e r n a l s 
o f t h i s p r a c t i c e and common t h a n k s g i v i n g and k e e p i n g o f t h i s m e a l t i m e , 
he l e f t us f o r a t e s t a m e n t o f h i s u n s p e a k a b l e l o v e and b e n e f a c t i o n 
t o w a r d s us f o r t h e s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f o u r f a i t h . ' 

3 6 BRN I V , p . 4 6 . 
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German Lu the ran a u t h o r s . The H o o f t s t u c k e n des c h r i s t e n q h e l o o f s was a 
37 

condensed v e r s i o n o f L u t h e r ' s K l e i n e k a t e c h i s m u s , w h i l s t the Co r te 

i n s t r u c c y e drew on t h e f o r e w a r d t o L u t h e r ' s Kurz f o r m der 10 Gebote, 

des Gleubens und des V a t e r u n s e r s (1520) and f o r t h e s e c t i o n on the 

Lord's P raye r a l s o bor rowed from the V a t e r u n s e r ( 1 5 2 5 ) o f M a t t h i a s 
3 O 

B y n w a l t h , a Lu the ran p r e a c h e r f r om D a n z i g . 

Though e a r l y Dutch ca tech i sms were p r e d o m i n a n t l y L u t h e r a n , t h e 

c o v e r t and p r o t r a c t e d n a t u r e o f t he R e f o r m a t i o n i n t he N e t h e r l a n d s 

ensured t h a t t he d o c t r i n a l p o s i t i o n s exp ressed t h e r e were by no means 

u n i f o r m . Take , f o r examp le , the r o l e o f the s a i n t s and images in the 

d e v o t i o n a l l i f e o f t h e Church , Vander Heyden's m o d e r a t i o n on t h i s 

s u b j e c t has a l r e a d y been o b s e r v e d . A s i m i l a r p o s i t i o n was adop ted by 

the anonymous a u t h o r o f t h e Boexken hoe datmen d i e k i n d e r e n l e e r e n s a l 

in den r e c h t e n g h e l o o u e . No one , he a s s e r t e d , s h o u l d w o r s h i p , seek 

grace , c o m f o r t , h e l p o r s a l v a t i o n f r om t h e s a i n t s , but o n l y f rom 
39 

C h r i s t . F u r t h e r m o r e , 

'See en i s n iemant verbonden haer wat t e o f f e r e n 
noch haer t e d i e n e n noch met v a s t e n v i e r e n 
aelmoesen geuen om haren w i l l e noch k e r s e n aen 
s t e k e n noch ke rcken c a p e l l e n c l u y s e n a l t a r e n 
t immeren . Deck so s a l mense n i e t soecken t o t 
hey l i g e n s t e d e n , ' 40 

However, t h e a u t h o r d i d no t t o t a l l y r e j e c t the v e n e r a t i o n o f t he s a i n t s , 
k 1 

T a k i n g Psalm 150:1 ' P r a i s e God in His s a i n t s ' as h i s p r o o f t e x t , he 

m a i n t a i n e d t h a t i t is f i t t i n g t o esteem t h e s a i n t s i n such a way t h a t 

37 See pp .289 -290 . 

38 See p p . 2 8 6 - 2 8 8 , 

39 Een boexken hoe datmen d i e k i n d e r e n l e e r e n s a l i n den r e c h t e n g h e l o u e , 
A v i i r . The a u t h o r o f t h i s c a t e c h i s m l i s t s t h e Ten Commandments 
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e more t r a d i t i o n a l e n u m e r a t i o n , b u t adds an e l e v e n t h 
i n j u n c t i o n a g a i n s t images. See A i i i i r , 

40 I b i d , A v i i r . 'No one is o b l i g e d t o o f f e r s a c r i f i c e s t o them ( t h e 
s a i n t s ) nor to serve them%Uherh^fasting,orby({iv<f»^ on t h e i r 
a c c o u n t , nor t o l i g h t c a n d l e s , b u i l d c h u r c h e s , c n a p e l s , c e l l s o r 
a l t a r s , nor t o seek them ou t in h o l y p l a c e s . ' 

41 T h i s i s a l i t e r a l t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e V u l g a t e . Most modern 
t r a n s l a t i o n s read ' P r a i s e God i n H i s s a n c t u a r y ' . 
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God is p r a i s e d and h o n o u r e d , God i s p r a i s e d in H i s s a i n t s as we t h a n k 
k2 

Him f o r t h e i r l i v e s , A s i m i l a r l y modera te s t a n c e was adop ted on t h e 

V i r g i n Mary . The a u t h o r d e n i e d b e l i e v i n g _i_n h e r , p r e f e r r i n g t o say 

t h a t he b e l i e v e d w e l l o f h e r . Mary was h e l d t o be a chosen, pure , 

e t e r n a l v i r g i n , b l e s s e d o f God, h o l y above a l l women and f u l l o f g r a c e . 

She was pu re b e f o r e , d u r i n g and a f t e r g i v i n g b i r t h t o C h r i s t , h o l y and 

b l e s s e d as a r e s u l t o f her humble f a i t h . A l l t h i s r e s u l t e d , the a u t h o r 
43 

n o t e d , n o t from he r own m e r i t s , but f r o m t h e g r a c e o f God, 

O t h e r a u t h o r s o f Du tch c a t e c h i s m s , however , showed g r e a t e r h o s t i l i t y 

t o t h e c u l t o f t h e s a i n t s . In h i s C u r t onde rw i j s S t e f a a n M y e l b e k e ' s 

l i s t i n g o f s c r i p t u r e t e x t s f o r t h e f i r s t commandment c o n t a i n e d s t r o n g 

Old T e s t a m e n t i n j u n c t i o n s a g a i n s t i d o l a t r y i n c l u d i n g I s a i a h 4 2 : 8 " I am 

t h e L o r d ; t h a t i s my name; and my g l o r y I w i l l n o t g i v e t o a n o t h e r , 
kk 

n e i t h e r my p r a i s e t o g r a v e n i m a g e s , ' A lmos t c e r t a i n l y , M y e l b e k e ' s 

i n t e n t i o n he re was t o a t t a c k c o n t e m p o r a r y d e v o t i o n t o images o f t h e 

s a i n t s as i d o l a t r y . The anonymous a u t h o r o f Een c o s t e l i c k e 

uu t l e q q h i n q h e o f t expos i t i e op d i e x gheboden e n d e op d a t P a t e r n o s t e r 

was even more f o r t h r i g h t in h i s o p p o s i t i o n . He r e j e c t e d t h e n o t i o n 

t h a t t h e s a i n t s a c t as i n t e r m e d i a r i e s on t h e b a s i s t h a t C h r i s t a l o n e i s 
1+c 

our m e d i a t o r b e f o r e God (1 T i m o t h y 2 : 5 ) . He condemned images because 

t h e y a r e c o n t r a r y t o God ' s command t h a t t h o s e who w o r s h i p Him must do so 

in s p i r i t and in t r u t h (John 4 : 2 4 ) . ^ ^ F i n a l l y , he even h i n t e d t h a t t h e 

m i r a c u l o u s powers c l a i m e d f o r images by t h e i r s u p p o r t e r s m i g h t be demonic 

i n o r i g i n : 

' Ja s e y t he t v o l c k ; de bee lden moeten g o e t 
s i j n want s i doen m i r a k e l e n teekenen e n d e 
w o n d e r l i j c k e d i n g e n a l s u l c s doen der Heyden 
b e e l d e n ooc ende meer dan dese bee lden doen 
want s i c r i j g h e n a n t w o o r t van h a e r l i e d e r 

42 Een boexken hoe datmen d i e k i n d e r l e e r e n s a l , A v i v . 

43 I b i d , A v i r , 

44 S, Mye1beke, C u r t o n d e r w i j s h u u t e r h e y l i q h e r s c h r i f t u r e , C i i i i v . 

45 Een c o s t e l i c k e u u t l e q q h i n q h e o f t expos i t i e op d i e x qheboden ende 
op d a t P a t e r n o s t e r , b i i i v . 

4 6 I b i d . b i i i i v . 
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bee lden maer t s i j n a 1 s d u y u e l s p r a c t l j k e n ende . 7 
l i s t e n om t v o l c vanden r e c h t e n wech t e t r e c k e n , ' 

A s i m i l a r d i v i s i o n o f o p i n i o n between a u t h o r s o f e a r l y Dutch 

c a t e c h i s m s can be seen c o n c e r n i n g a n o t h e r a s p e c t o f l a t e med ieva l 

r e l i g i o n , t h a t o f c o n f e s s i o n and t he sac rament o f penance. As on t h e 

q u e s t i o n o f images and t h e r o l e o f t he s a i n t s , t h e a u t h o r o f Een 

c o s t e l i c k e u u t l e g g h i n g h e o f t expos i t i e op d i e x gheboden ende op da t 

P a t e r n o s t e r is u n c o m p r o m i s i n g . For h i m , t h e n o t i o n t h a t a man must 

c o n f e s s h i s s i n s t o a p r i e s t i n o r d e r t o o b t a i n f o r g i v e n e s s i s c l e a n 

c o n t r a r y t o the S c r i p t u r e s and , in p a r t i c u l a r , t o Psalm 32:1-2, 

' B l e s s e d i s he whose t r a n s g r e s s i o n is f o r g i v e n 
whose s in i s c o v e r e d . B l essed i s t h e man u n t o 
whom t h e Lord i m p u t e t h no t i n i q u i t y , a n d in 
whose s p i r i t t h e r e is no g u i l e , ' 48 

No one , and t h i s i n c l u d e s p r i e s t s , may f o r g i v e s i n , bu t God a l o n e . Not 

o n l y i s c o n f e s s i o n u n n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e a u t h o r o f t h e C o s t e 1 i e k e 

uu t leggh i n g h e , but so t o o a r e a c t s o f penance , C h r i s t , he r e c a l l s , gave 

t h e woman c a u g h t in a d u l t e r y no penance , but t o l d he r t o go and s i n no 

more. I t i s f rom t h e moment when a s i n n e r i s c o n v e r t e d , and no t f r o m 

when he p e r f o r m s an a c t o f penance , t h a t God no l o n g e r t akes a c c o u n t o f 
I . . 4$ 
h is s i n s . 

O t h e r s , however , were happy t o see t h e s a c r a m e n t o f penance c o n t i n u e 

as p a r t o f t h e d e v o t i o n a l l i f e o f t h e Chu rch . C o r n e l l s vander Heyden, 

f o r i n s t a n c e , saw t h e c o n f e s s i o n o f s i n s on a Sunday as p a r t o f t h e 

o b s e r v a n c e o f t h e f o u r t h commandment: 

' . , , A 1 s zy behooren op z u l k e daghen mees t Gods 
woord t e gaen hooren p r e d i k e n , a e l m o e s s e n e n 
t e b e d e e l e n e , aerme, ende c ranke t e gaen 

47 I b i d , b v v - b v i r , ' " Y e s " say t h e p e o p l e , " i m a g e s must be good f o r t h e y 
p e r f o r m m i r a c l e s , s i g n s and w o n d e r f u l t h i n g s . " However , t h e images 
o f t h e hea then do t h e same and more than t h e s e images , because t h e y 
r e c e i v e answers f r o m t h e i r images. But t h e s e a r e a l l t he d e v i l ' s 
p r a c t i c e s and d e c e i t s t o t u r n t he p e o p l e away f r o m t h e r i g h t p a t h , ' 

48 Een c o s t e l i c k e u u t l e g g h i n g h e , a v i i v , 

49 I b i d , a v i i i r . 
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v i z i t e i r n e God t e dankene ende t e l o v e n , 
ende haer zonden t e b i e c h t e n e ende t e beweenene, 
d i e zy de voo rgaende weke zouden moghen ghedaen 
h e b b e n . ' 50 

Of i t s e l f , t h i s c o u l d m e r e l y r e f e r t o t h e g e n e r a l c o n f e s s i o n . However, 

when d e a l i n g w i t h t h e t h i r d s e c t i o n o f t h e Creed, ' I b e l i e v e in t h e H o l y 

G h o s t , t h e Ho ly C a t h o l i c C h u r c h , t h e communion o f s a i n t s , t he 

f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n s . . . ' , vande r Heyden s u p p o r t e d t h e t r a d i t i o n a l s t a n c e 

t h a t God had e n t r u s t e d t h e keys o f t h e k ingdom ( M a t t I 6 : l 8 ) , t h a t i s , 

t h e power t o f o r g i v e and r e t a i n s i n , t o t he C h u r c h . T h i s c o n f i r m s 

vander Heyden ' s c o n s e r v a t i v e p o s i t i o n on t h i s s u b j e c t , A s i m i l a r 

a p p r o a c h was adop ted by t h e anonymous a u t h o r o f t h e G r o o t e K i n d e r l e e r e 

who m a i n t a i n e d t he t r a d i t i o n a l v i e w o f t he need f o r a c t s o f penance as 

p a r t o f t h e p rocess o f a tonement f o r s i n : 

'Want C h r i s t u s ende s i j n A p o s t o l e n en p r e d i c k e n 
n i e t a l l e e n q u i j t s c h e I d i n g e der sonden d o e r 
C h r i s t u m maer s i p r e d i c k e n ende v e r c o n d i g h e n 
oock p e n i t e n t i e d a t w i j van onse sonden ende 
boosen leuen boe te doen souden : ende Luce 
i n t l a e t s t e cap , ( L k . 2 4 : 4 7 ) s t e l l e t C h r i s t u s 
d i e l e e r i n g h e des g h e l o o f s ende der g o e d e r 
wercken b i m a l c a n d e r e n op d a t h i ons d a e r mede 
vermanen ende l e e r e n w i l d e da t a l s u l c k e n 
p e n i t e n t i e gheene w a r a c h t i g h e p e n i t e n t i e en i s 
maer e n c k e l e h i p o c r i s i e ende g e u e y n s t h e y t dae r 
gheen goede v r u c h t e n en s i j n , ' 52 

The R e f o r m a t i o n gave a new and loaded meaning t o t h e t h i r d s e c t i o n 

50 BRN I V , p . 2 2 . 'As t h e y o u g h t on such d a y s , e s p e c i a l l y t o go t o hear 
t h e p r e a c h i n g o f God ' s w o r d , g i v e a lms t o t he p o o r , v i s i t t h e poor 
and t h e s i c k , t h a n k and p r a i s e God, and c o n f e s s and b e w a i l t h e i r 
s i n s w h i c h t h e y m i g h t have c o m m i t t e d d u r i n g t h e p r e v i o u s w e e k . ' 

51 B^N IV , p . 3 1 . 

52 Ca tech ismus d a t i s de g r o o t e k i n d e r l e e r e , r v i r . ' F o r C h r i s t and h i s 
a p o s t l e s no t o n l y p r e a c h e d r e m i s s i o n o f s i n s t h r o u g h C h r i s t , bu t 
a l s o p r e a c h e d and p r o c l a i m e d p e n i t e n c e , t h a t we s h o u l d do penance f o r 
ou r s i n s and w i c k e d l i v e s ; and Luke in h i s l a s t c h a p t e r s t a t e s t h a t 
C h r i s t s e t the d o c t r i n e o f f a i t h and good works a l o n g s i d e one a n o t h e r 
t o warn and t o t each us t h a t p e n i t e n c e w h i c h does n o t p r o d u c e good f r u i t 
is no t t r u e p e n i t e n c e , bu t o n l y h y p o c r i s y and c a n t . ' The 
p o s i t i o n o f vande r Heyden and t h e a u t h o r o f t h e G r o o t e k i n d e r l e e r e 
on c o n f e s s i o n i s s i m i l a r t o t h a t o f L u t h e r who, t h o u g h he c r i t i c i z e d 
t h e sac rament o f penance , r e f u s e d t o a b o l i s h i t c o m p l e t e l y . See 
T . N . T e n t l e r , S i n and c o n f e s s i o n on t h e eve o f t h e r e f o r m a t i o n 
( P r i n c e t o n , 1977 ) , p . 3 4 9 . 
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o f t h e A p o s t l e s ' C reed , ' I b e l i e v e in t he Ho ly G h o s t , t h e Holy C a t h o l i c 

C h u r c h . ' In p a r t i c u l a r , t h e q u e s t i o n a r o s e as t o w h a t was i m p l i e d by 

t h e ph rase ' H o l y C a t h o l i c C h u r c h ' ? For L u t h e r , t h e ph rase ' sanc tam 

e c c l e s i a m c a t h o l i c a m ' was u n a c c e p t a b l e . In t h e f i r s t p l a c e , he p r e f e r r e d 

Chr i s t 1 i c h e t o C a t h o l i cam in o r d e r t o draw a d i s t i n c t i o n between t h e 
53 

Church u n i v e r s a l and t h e Roman c h u r c h . S e c o n d l y , he employed t h e 

t e rm C h r i s t ! i c h e Gemeine o r b e t t e r s t i l l H e i l i q e C h r i s t e n h e i t i n 

p r e f e r e n c e t o E c c l e s ia o r K i r c h e on t h e g rounds t h a t t h i s was b e t t e r 
54 

German, O t h e r e v a n g e l i c a l s s w i f t l y a d o p t e d s i m i l a r t e r m i n o l o g y . 

T h u s , t he appearance o f t h e ph rase 'een h e i l i g h e ghemeene k e r s t e n 

k e r c k e ' o r ' h e y l i g e c h r i s t e l i c k e gemeyn te ' i n a D u t c h c a t e c h i s m is p r o o f 

o f i t s e v a n g e l i c a l c h a r a c t e r . 

However , t h e r e f u s a l t o employ t h e t e r m ' C a t h o l i c ' d i d n o t i n v o l v e 

a t o t a l r e p u d i a t i o n o f t h e Mother c h u r c h on t he p a r t o f Dutch e v a n g e l i c a l s , 

R a t h e r i t s e r v e d t o i n d i c a t e t h a t t hey b e l i e v e d t h e t r u e Church was now 

c o m p r i s e d o f some who were o u t s i d e t he Roman c h u r c h , L u t h e r a n s i n 

Germany, f o r i n s t a n c e , who had f o r m a l l y b roken w i t h Rome were s t i l l 

c o n s i d e r e d t o be p a r t o f t h e u n i v e r s a l C h u r c h . The anonymous a u t h o r o f 

t h e G r o o t e k i n d e r l e e r e h e l d t h e u n i v e r s a l Church i n e s p e c i a l l y h i g h 

e s t e e m . She and she a l o n e had been e n t r u s t e d w i t h t h e message o f 

s a I v a t i o n , 

'Daerom s u l l e n s i ( h e r e t i c s , s e c t a r i a n s , h e a t h e n s 
and Jews) oock e e w e l i c k verdoemt s i j n t e n s i 
sake d a t s i weder t o t dese h e y l i g h e Ghemeynte 
comen d a t i s t e n s i d a t s i g h e u o e l e n ende 
g h e l o o v e n d a t d i e h i Moeder d i e Ke rcke g e l o o f t 
d i e w e l k e i s een v e r c o r e n g h e l i e f d e b r u y t 
C h r i s t ! , ' 55 

S e c t a r i a n i s m was r e j e c t e d o u t o f hand. On t h i s p o i n t t h e A n a b a p t i s t s 

were s i n g l e d o u t f o r s p e c i a l c r i t i c i s m . H e r e s y , t h e a u t h o r p o i n t e d o u t , 

53 J . Ha 11sma, De l e e r aangaande de k e r k in de r e f o r m a t o r i s c h c a t e c h i s m ! 
u i t he t d u i t s e en n e d e r l a n d s e t a a l q e b i e d van 1530 -1600 (Woerden, 
1968 ) , p . 1 4 . 

54 J . N . Bakhu izen van den B r i n k , 'Geen k e r k i n h e t n i e u w e t e s t a m e n t , ' 
NAK LVI ( 1 9 7 5 ) , p . 5 . 

55 G r o o t e k i n d e r l e e r e , k i i v , ' T h e r e f o r e , t h e y s h a l l a l s o be e t e r n a l l y 
damned u n l e s s t h e y come once more t o t h i s h o l y c o n g r e g a t i o n and 
u n l e s s t h e y b e l i e v e and f e e l as t h e h o l y Mother C h u r c h b e l i e v e s , 
f o r she i s t h e chosen and b e l o v e d b r i d e o f C h r i s t , ' 
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l i t e r a l l y means c h o i c e and t h e r e f o r e s e c t a r i a n i s m ' e e n v e r k i e s i n g h e 

ende een s e c t e ' . The A n a b a p t i s t s were h e r e t i c s , t h a t i s , s e c t a r i a n s , 

because t h e y r e p u d i a t e d i n f a n t b a p t i s m , a t r u e d o c t r i n e o f t h e Chu rch , 

and had rema ined o b s t i n a t e in t h i s t e a c h i n g : 

' D i e wederdoopers t o t onsen t i j d e n v e r a c h t e n da t 
k i n d e r doopse l dae r n o c h t a n s d i e r e c h t e l e e r i n g e 
de r h e y l i g h e r k e r c k e n i s , Datmen d i e f o n g e 
k i n d e r e n doopen soude d w e l c k ghenoech met 
S c h r i f t u e r e n b e u e s t i c h t i s ende daer s i n u 
d i c w i l s vermaent ende verwonnen s i j n so b l i j u e n 
s i noch tqns v o l h e r d e n d e in dese ende meer ander 
d w a l i n g h e n ende daerom s i j n s i oock k e t t e r s , ' 56 

The excesses o f t h e s e c t a r i a n A n a b a p t i s t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y a t Muns te r and 

Amsterdam in 1534-35 must have s e r v e d as a sobe r w a r n i n g t o a l l 

n o n - A n a b a p t i s t Dutch e v a n g e l i c a l s . I f s e c t a r i a n i s m l e d t o such u n b r i d l e d 

f a n a t i c i s m , i t was b e t t e r t o remain w i t h i n t h e Roman c h u r c h d e s p i t e a l l 

he r i m p e r f e c t i o n s . 

C e r t a i n l y , t h i s seems t o have been t h e a t t i t u d e o f S t e f a a n M y e l b e k e , 

a u t h o r o f t h e C u r t o n d e r w i j s h u u t e r h e y l i q h e r s c h r i f t u r e , A p r i e s t -

s c h o o l m a s t e r f r o m Ghen t , Mye lbeke h e l d s t r o n g e v a n g e l i c a l v i e w s . He 

r e j e c t e d t h e Mass, c o n f e s s i o n , t he laws o f t h e C h u r c h r e g a r d i n g f a s t i n g 

and f e a s t d a y s , m o n a s t i c vows, t h e v e n e r a t i o n o f t h e s a i n t s and p u r g a t o r y . 

D e s p i t e a l l t h i s , howeve r , he d i d n o t r e j e c t t h e Roman c h u r c h as t h e 
57 

Church o f C h r i s t . T h i s p o s i t i o n o f e v a n g e l i c a l C a t h o l i c i s m was a l s o 

a d o p t e d by C o r n e l l s vande r Heyden, The re was, f o r v a n d e r Heyden, one 

u n i v e r s a l Church on e a r t h , o f w h i c h C h r i s t i s t h e head and o u t s i d e o f 

w h i c h t h e r e can be no s a l v a t i o n . T h a t by t h i s v a n d e r Heyden was 

r e f e r r i n g t o t h e Roman c h u r c h , a t l e a s t i n p a r t , is c o n f i r m e d by h i s 

s t a t e m e n t t h a t t h e sac ramen ts a r e a d m i n i s t e r e d by p r i e s t s and p r e a c h e r s 

56 I b i d , k i i v - k i i i r . ' I n ou r t i m e t h e A n a b a p t i s t s d e s p i s e i n f a n t 
b a p t i s m w h i c h , n e v e r t h e l e s s , i s t he t r u e t e a c h i n g o f t he h o l y 
c h u r c h , i t is e s t a b l i s h e d f i r m l y enough in t he S c r i p t u r e s t h a t 
yowng should , but d e s p i t e r e p e a t e d admoni t ion 

and a t t e m p t s t o c o n v i n c e them o t h e r w i s e t h e y ( t h e A n a b a p t i s t s ) 
have rema ined o b s t i n a t e in t h i s and o t h e r e r r o r s and t h e r e f o r e 
t h e y a r e indeed h e r e t i c s . ' 

57 J . D e c a v e l e , De dage raad van de r e f o r m a t i e in V l a a n d e r e n ( 1 5 2 0 - 1 5 6 5 ) 
( B r u s s e l s , 1 9 7 5 ) , I , p p . 9 6 - 9 8 . 
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o f t h e w o r d : 

'Van we Ike v e r g a d e r i j n g h e C h r i s t u s J e s u s t h o o f t 
e s , de we I ke ooc duer den h e l i g h e n g h e e s t 
g h e r e g i e r d , ende d a g h e l i c x v e r m e e r d e r t w e r d t , 
due r d ' a d m i n i s t r a c y e de r h e l i g h e r s a c r a m e n t e n 
ende m i s t e r y e n , e l k e n b e d e e l t duer de hand 
der p r i e s t e r s , a d m i n i s t r a t e u r s ende 
p r e d i c a n t e n des w o i r d s G o d s . ' 58 

By t h e e a r l y 1550s when a s t r a n g e r c h u r c h had been e s t a b l i s h e d i n 

London, Du t ch c a t e c h i s m s were b e g i n n i n g t o g i v e a t t e n t i o n t o 

d i s t i n g u i s h i n g between t r u e and f a l s e c h u r c h e s . W h a t , t h e y a s k e d , were 

t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f t h e t r u e Church? C a l v i n h i m s e l f r e c o g n i z e d o n l y 

two ' m a r k s ' o f t h e Chu rch , t h e p r e a c h i n g o f t he w o r d and t h e 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e s a c r a m e n t s . Most Reformed c a t e c h i s m s p r i n t e d i n 

Du tch i n t h e 1550s and ' 6 0 s , howeve r , f o l l o w e d t h e example o f Bucer and 
59 

added d i s c i p l i n e as a t h i r d 'mark . By c o n t r a s t , e a r l y Dutch 

c a t e c h i s m s have c o n s p i c u o u s l y l i t t l e t o say c o n c e r n i n g t h e ' m a r k s ' o f 

t h e C h u r c h , On ly one such w o r k , t h e G r o o t e K i n d e r l e e r e ( 1 5 3 8 ) , d e a l t 

w i t h t h i s s u b j e c t a n d , even h e r e , i t g a i n e d b a r e l y more t han a p a s s i n g 

r e m a r k , 'Where w i l l one f i n d t he h o l y g a t h e r i n g o f t r u e b e l i e v e r s ? ' 

t h e q u e s t i o n e r a s k s , t o w h i c h comes t h e r e p l y , 

'Ouer a 1 waer d a t E u a n g e l i o n p u e r l i j c k ende 
o p r e c h t e l i j c k g h e p r e d i c t w o r d t ende w a e r d i e 
Sacramenten C h r i s t i r e c h t w t g h e d e e l t w o r d e n 
daer s u i t g h i d i e k e r c k e da t i s d i e ghemeyn te 
v i n d e n , ' 60 

T h i s l a c k o f a t t e n t i o n t o t h e ' m a r k s ' o f t h e Church i n e a r l y Dutch 

c a t e c h i s m s may, in p a r t , be a s c r i b e d t o t h e p r e v a i l i n g L u t h e r a n 

c h a r a c t e r o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n in t he N e t h e r l a n d s a t t h i s t i m e . I t was 

58 BRN IV , p , 3 1 . 'O f w h i c h g a t h e r i n g C h r i s t Jesus i s t h e head , and 
w h i c h i s a l s o r u l e d and i n c r e a s e d d a i l y t h r o u g h t h e Ho ly S p i r i t , 
t h r o u g h t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e h o l y s a c r a m e n t s and m y s t e r i e s by 
t h e hands o f p r i e s t s , m i n i s t e r s and p r e a c h e r s o f t h e word o f 
God. ' 

59 K . R . D a v i s , 'No d i s c i p l i n e , no c h u r c h ; an a n a b a p t i s t c o n t r i b u t i o n 
t o t h e r e f o r m e d t r a d i t i o n ' , S i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y j o u r n a l X I I I ( W i n t e r 
1982 ) , p . 5 5 . 

60 Groo te k i n d e r l e e r e , i v i i i r . 'Wherever t h e Gospe 1 i s p reached p u r e l y 
and upr i g h t l y and where t h e sac ramen ts o f C h r i s t a r e duly c' 
t h e r e you s h a l l f i n d t h e (true) c o n g r e a t i o n . 
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Reformed c a t e c h i s m s t h a t gave p a r t i c u l a r e m p h a s i s t o t h i s theme. 

L u t h e r a n s seem no t t o have d i s c u s s e d t h e ' m a r k s ' o f t h e Church t o t he 

same e x t e n t . I t must a l s o be r e c o g n i z e d , h o w e v e r , t h a t t h e s u b j e c t o f 

t h e ' m a r k s ' o f t he t r u e Church was l a r g e l y an i r r e l e v a n c e in the e a r l y 

y e a r s o f t h e Dutch R e f o r m a t i o n , In t h i s p e r i o d , o u t s i d e t he d e s p i s e d 

s e c t a r i a n A n a b a p t i s t s , t h e r e was no s e p a r a t e e v a n g e l i c a l c h u r c h in t h e 

N e t h e r l a n d s . ^ ^ In such c i r c u m s t a n c e s , t h e theme o f t h e ' m a r k s ' o f t h e 

t r u e Church was somewhat i n a p p r o p r i a t e f o r , w h i l s t a l l e v a n g e l i c a l s 

r e c o g n i z e d t h e f a i l u r e s o f t h e Roman c h u r c h , t h e r e was , a t t h i s t i m e , 

no a l t e r n a t i v e f o r s y m p a t h i s e r s w i t h R e f o r m a t i o n t h e o l o g y l i v i n g in t h e 

N e t h e r l a n d s . 

E a r l y e v a n g e l i c a l c a t e c h i s m s p r i n t e d in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s t y p i f y 

t h e e c l e c t i c n a t u r e o f t h e Du tch Re fo rma t i on« L u t h e r may have been t h e 

most s t r o n g l y f e l t f o r c e , y e t t h i s d i d no t r e s u l t i n a l o y a l t y t o 

c o n f e s s i o n a l L u t h e r a n i s m . T h i s i s bes t e x e m p l i f i e d by t h e C o r t e 

i n s t r u c c y e o f C o r n e l l s vander Heyden. Vander Heyden was h e a v i l y 

dependent upon t h e V a t e r u n s e r o f M a t t h i a s B y n w a l t h and t o a l e s s e r 

e x t e n t on t he K u r z f o r m o f L u t h e r , L u t h e r a n i n f l u e n c e can a I s o be seen 

in t he s t r u c t u r e o f t h e C o r t e i n s t r u c c y e i n s o f a r as vande r Heyden 

opened w i t h t he Ten Commandments and c o n c l u d e d w i t h a l i s t e x p l a i n i n g 

how C h r i s t i a n s o f v a r i o u s s o c i a l p o s i t i o n s o u g h t t o behave. Ye t vander 

Heyden was no hawk i sh L u t h e r a n , H is Reformed e n u m e r a t i o n o f t h e Ten 

Commandments a n d , more p a r t i c u l a r l y , h i s s p i r i t u a l i s t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 

o f t h e L o r d ' s Supper i s ample p r o o f o f t h i s . T h i s v a r i e t y o f d o c t r i n a l 

i n f l u e n c e s h i n d e r e d t h e deve lopmen t o f u n i f o r m i t y among e a r l y Du tch 

c a t e c h i s m s . In Germany c h u r c h and s t a t e worked hand i n g l o v e t h r o u g h 

c a t e c h i s m s t o b r i n g abou t u n i f o r m i t y . C a t e c h e t i c a l l i t e r a t u r e 

t h e r e f o r e was g e n e r a l l y o f a f a i r l y u n i f o r m n a t u r e . In t h e N e t h e r l a n d s 

t h e r e v e r s e was t r u e . Government r e p r e s s i o n r e s u l t e d i n an u n d e r g r o u n d 

R e f o r m a t i o n , a w i d e v a r i e t y o f i n f l u e n c e and a d i s p a r i t y o f v iews 

w i t h i n e v a n g e l i c a l c a t e c h i s m s . F i n a l l y , t h e a u t h o r s o f e a r l y Du tch 

c a t e c h i s m s appear t o have been r e l u c t a n t t o b r e a k w i t h t h e Roman 

c h u r c h . A l o n g w i t h many o t h e r Dutch e v a n g e l i c a l s , t h e y saw t h e m s e l v e s 

61 See p p . 2 2 5 - 2 5 0 . 
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as e v a n g e l i c a l C a t h o l i c s r a t h e r t h a n as s c h i s m a t i c s from t he Mother 

C h u r c h , G e r a l d S t r a u s s has o b s e r v e d t h a t f o r P r o t e s t a n t s l i v i n g i n 

f e a r o f p e r s e c u t i o n , t h e c a t e c h i s m must have been a m a i n s t a y o f t h e i r 

f a i t h and t h e c h i e f means o f p a s s i n g i t on t o t h e i r o f f s p r i n g . I n t h e 

case o f t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , however, i t i s e q u a l l y t r u e t h a t t h i s h o s t i l e 

e n v i r o n m e n t he l ped t o mould t h e c a t e c h i s m s p r o d u c e d w i t h i n i t . 

62 See p . 2 3 2 , 

63 G. S t r a u s s , o p . c i t . p . 1 7 1 . 
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CHAPTER 5 

DEVOTIONAL AND DOCTRINAL HANDBOOKS 

In 1554 Johannes A n a s t a s i u s V e l u a n u s , a f o r m e r C a t h o l i c p r i e s t 

f r o m G e l d e r l a n d who had f l e d t o S t r a s b o u r g so as t o be a b l e t o p r a c t i s e 

o p e n l y h i s e v a n g e l i c a l f a i t h , p u b l i s h e d h i s Leken wechwyse r , t h e f u l l 

t i t l e o f w h i c h read K o r t b e r i c h t i n a l i e n p r i n c i p a l e n punc ten des 

c h r i s t e n q e l o v e s , m i t k l a i r g h e t u i c h n i s de r h i l l i g h e r s c h r i f f t u r e n vnd 

quede k u n t s c h a f f t de r a l d e n d o c t o r e n , m i t anwysung wanneer vnde d u r c h 

w e l k e pe rsonen d i e e r r o r e n opges tanden vnde v e r m e e r t z i j n e n , bere i t vu r 

den s i m p e l e n o n q e l e r t e n c h r i s t e n und i s d e s h a l v e n q e n a n t der l eken 

wechwyse r . ^ As i t s t i t l e s u g g e s t s , t h e Leken wechwyser was a d i d a c t i c 

pamph le t w h i c h a imed a t p r o v i d i n g i n s t r u c t i o n in t h e b a s i c e l e m e n t s o f 

t h e e v a n g e l i c a l f a i t h f o r t h e l a i t y . Whereas p o l e m i c a l t r a c t s a c c o u n t 

f o r o n l y a b o u t f i f t e e n per cent o f t h e pamph le t l i t e r a t u r e o f t h e Dutch 
2 

R e f o r m a t i o n , d e v o t i o n a l and d o c t r i n a l pamph le ts s u c h as t he Leken 

wechwyser a c c o u n t f o r as much as t w e n t y f i v e pe r c e n t . T h i s r a t h e r 

b road h e a d i n g o f ' d e v o t i o n a l and d o c t r i n a l h a n d b o o k s ' , however , can be 

s u b - d i v i d e d i n t o f o u r d i f f e r e n t t y p e s o f p a m p h l e t . 

i ) B i b l i c a l c o m m e n t a r i e s . 

The f i r s t e v a n g e l i c a l commentary on t h e S c r i p t u r e s t o appear in 

Du tch was L u t h e r ' s S ieben Buszpsalmen (1517) w h i c h was t r a n s l a t e d in 
3 

1520. Not s u r p r i s i n g l y , t h e number o f L u t h e r ' s B i b l i c a l commenta r ies 

t r a n s l a t e d i n t o Du tch f a r s u r p a s s e s t h o s e o f o t h e r r e f o r m e r s . Bes ides 

e x p o s i t i o n s o f who le books o f t h e B i b l e such as G a l a t i a n s , t he f i r s t and 

second e p i s t l e s o f P e t e r , Jude , Jonah and Habakkuk , a number o f L u t h e r ' s 

commen ta r i es on i n d i v i d u a l c h a p t e r s o f t h e B i b l e , name ly Psalms 3 7 , 68 , 

119, 127 and 131. I s a i a h 53 , John 15 and 16 and 1 John 4 a l s o appea red 

in D u t c h , However , a few commen ta r i es by o t h e r w r i t e r s were p u b l i s h e d 

1 Index a u r e 1 i e n s i s 1 0 5 . 0 9 3 . R e p r i n t e d in BRN IV , p p . 123 -376 . See p p . 2 5 6 - 2 5 8 . 

2 See p . 7 1 . 

3 NK1426. 

4 NK1423 .0851-53 , 0 1 3 3 5 - 3 6 , 0848 , 1423, 3460 , 0 8 4 4 , 1434, 1432, 1430 -31 , 
1429. 
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a t t h i s t i m e ; t hese i n c l u d e d Johannes Bugenhagen 's Sou te r we 1 

no longe 
6 

v e r d u y t s c h t wt d i e h e y l i q e o f t hebreeusche sp rake ( 1 5 2 6 ) , ^ the no l onge r 

e x t a n t seven psalms ' g e p r e n t ende gemaect by ' C o r n e l is Woutersz ( 1525) 

and the anonymous Expos i t i e op den honderstenen s e s s e n t w i n t i c h s t e n psa lm 

van Dav id ( c l 5 4 0 ) . ^ 

i i ) C o m p i l a t i o n w o r k s . 

C o m p i l a t i o n s o f S c r i p t u r e t e x t s such as O t t o B r u n f e l s ' Gulden 
g 

qhebedeboecxken (1531, e i g h t e d i t i o n s ) , the F o n t e y n e des levens (1533, 

ten e d i t i o n s ) ^ and Per wae rhey t o n d e r w i j s (1536 f o u r e d i t i o n s ) were 

amongst t h e most p o p u l a r o f a l l Dutch e v a n g e l i c a l p a m p h l e t s . L i t t l e is 

known o f t he uses t o w h i c h such books were p u t , b u t in a l l p r o b a b i l i t y 

t hey s e r v e d as d e v o t i o n a l handbooks f o r s u p p o r t e r s o f t he e v a n g e l i c a l 
11 

f a i t h . The p r e f a c e o f t h e Fonteyne des l e v e n s , f o r i n s t a n c e , 

e x p l a i n s t h a t i t s S c r i p t u r e s have been c o m p i l e d so t h a t readers m igh t 

be e d i f i e d w i t h o u t the l abou r o f s e a r c h i n g t h r o u g h t h e who le B i b l e : 

'Want dese s c h r i f t u e r e n z i j n h i e r i n t c o r t e 
by een v e r g a d e r t op d a t ghy (sonder vee 1 
a r b e y t s om in den Bybel t e soecken) t e r s t o n t 
h i e r moeche v i n d e n daer ghy n i e t a l l e e n u 
d r o e f f e n i s s e mede moecht o p r e c h t e n d i e met 
e e n i c h v e r d r i e t o f t e s w a r i c h e y t v e r s l a g e n i s . ' 

5 NK508. See pp .268 -269 . 

6 NK0849. See p . 3 3 6 . 

7 NK915. See p . 2 7 5 . 

8 See p p . 2 6 4 - 2 6 8 . 

9 See p p . 2 7 6 - 2 7 8 . 

10 See pp .3 13-314. 

11 Van D is has sugges ted t h a t c o m p i l a t i o n works such as t he Fonteyne 
des levens and Die p r i n c i p a e l e h o o f t a r t i c u l e n van a l i e n d i nqen d i e 
den menschen t r o o s t e l i c (see pp.268-^)served r e f e r e n c e books f o r t h e 
w r i t e r s o f e v a n g e l i c a l r e d e r i } ke r p l a y s , L.M, van D i s , 'Onderzoek 
naar de i n v l o e d van een z e s t i e n d e - e e u w s e c o n c o r d a n t i e op e n k e l e 
r e d e r i j k e r s t e k s t e n . ' Bundel o p s t a l l e n van o u d - l e e r 1 i n q e n , aangeboden 
aan P r o f , d r . C.G.N. de"Vooys ( G r o n i n g e n - B a t a v i a , 1940 ) , p p . 1 0 4 - 1 1 8 . 

12 Die Fonteyne des levens ( I . Ewootzoon, Amsterdam, c l 5 5 0 ) . A i v . ' F o r 
he re be compend ious ly g a t h e r e d t o g e t h e r t he t h i n g s t h a t p e r a d v e n t u r e 
t h o u m i g h t e s t seek a f t e r in t he B i b l e a g r e a t w h i l e . And he re t h o u 
mayst soon f i n d w h e r e w i t h t h o u s h a l t be a b l e 4 « t o cu re t h i n e 
own wounds! 

The f o u n t a y n e o r w e l l o f l y f e , STC, 11211, A i i r . 
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Such works bear some resemb lance t o C a t h o l i c books o f hours, and 

may be seen as an e v a n g e l i c a l a t t e m p t t o pu rge l a t e m e d i e v a l d e v o t i o n 

o f i t s u n a c c e p t a b l e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s w h i l s t r e t a i n i n g t h e e s s e n t i a l 

f o r m . One s t r i k i n g example o f such an a t t e m p t i s t h e anonymous 
13 

R e f u t a c i e van t S a l v e r e g i n a (c1524) w h i c h a imed t o reduce e x c e s s i v e 

d e v o t i o n t o t he V i r g i n Mary by r e c a s t i n g t he S a l v e r e q i n a in an 

e v a n g e l i c a l f o r m , d i r e c t i n g t h e words t o C h r i s t i n s t e a d o f Mary, 

R e l i g i o u s c o m p i l a t i o n s were c e r t a i n l y no t unknown b e f o r e t h e R e f o r m a t i o n . 

I ndeed , t h e y were an e s t a b l i s h e d and r e c o g n i z e d t o o l i n C h r i s t i a n 

e d u c a t i o n . The Spyeghe l de r i o n q h e r s ( c l 5 0 0 ) ^ ^ o f Lamber tus Goetman, 

f o r e x a m p l e , c o n t a i n e d numerous q u o t a t i o n s c u l l e d f r o m the S c r i p t u r e s , 

bu t whereas t h e Fon teyne des l evens was c o m p r i s e d e x c l u s i v e l y o f 

S c r i p t u r e t e x t s c o m p l e t e w i t h m a r g i n r e f e r e n c e s , t h e Spyeqhe l m i n g l e d 

S c r i p t u r e t e x t s w i t h q u o t a t i o n s f r o m t h e Church F a t h e r s and pagan 

p h i l o s o p h e r s ; m o r e o v e r , i n t h e absence o f any m a r g i n r e f e r e n c e s , t h e 

r eade r was u n a b l e t o t e l l one f r om a n o t h e r . These d i f f e r e n c e s a r e 

v i t a l . The l a c k o f d i s t i n c t i o n between b i b l i c a l a n d n o n - b i b l i c a l 

m a t e r i a l in t h e Spyeqhe1 i s t y p i c a l o f m e d i e v a l p i e t y , C o n v e r s e l y , 

t h e F o n t e y n e ' s r e l i a n c e upon S c r i p t u r e a l o n e i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y 

e v a n g e l i c a l , and i t was t h i s f e a t u r e t h a t s e t a p a r t e v a n g e l i c a l 

c o m p i l a t i o n s f r o m t h e l a t e m e d i e v a l g e n r e , 

i i i ) D o c t r i n a l pamph le t s 

T h i s c a t e g o r y i n c l u d e s pamph le t s w h i c h c o v e r a w h o l e range o f 

d o c t r i n a l i s s u e s such as A n a s t a s i u s ' Leken wechwyser and t h e anonymous 

Vraqhe ende a n t w o o r d e op a l l e saken d i e eenen mensche t e r s a l i c h e y t 

13 NKI787. See p . 2 9 9 . 

14 NKIOI7. 

15 The H i s t o r i e n b i j b e l o f P e t e r Comestor ( d i e d 1129) c o n t a i n s b i b l i c a l 
and n o n - b i b l i c a l m a t e r i a l w i t h l i t t l e d i s t i n c t i o n between t h e t w o . 
The s t o r y o f t h e go lden c a l f (Exodus 3 2 ) , f o r e x a m p l e , f o l l o w s t h e 
B i b l i c a l n a r r a t i v e in t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h i s i d o l , i t s g r i n d i n g t o 
powder , t h e t h r o w i n g o f t h e powder o n t o t h e w a t e r s , and t h e d r i n k i n g 
o f t h e w a t e r by t h e I s r a e l i t e s as a c o r p o r a t e a c t o f penance . 
However , Comestor t hen adds t he no t so f a m i l i a r s t o r y t h a t t h o s e who 
had been r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e i d o l a t r y grew g o l d e n bea rds a f t e r 
d r i n k i n g t h e w a t e r , C.C. de B r u i n , De S t a t e n b i j b e l en z i j n 
v o o r q a n q e r s ( L e i d e n , 1 9 3 7 ) , p p . 8 1 - 8 2 , 
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van noode z i i n t e weten ( c 1 5 3 0 - 1 5 ^ 0 ) , ^ ^ a l o n g w i t h those wh ich d e a l 

o n l y w i t h one p a r t i c u l a r s u b j e c t . P a t r i c k H a m i l t o n ' s Summa ende da t 
17 

b e q r i j p des menschen s a l i c h e y t s ( c l 5 3 0 ) , f o r e x a m p l e , c o n c e n t r a t e s 

e x c l u s i v e l y on t h e theme o f j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e w h i l s t , as i t s 
18 

t i t l e s u g g e s t s , Van d a t avon tmae l ons Heeren ( c l 5 4 o ) is concerned 

o n l y w i t h t he L o r d ' s Supper. 

i v ) Works o f e d i f i c a t i o n . 

The p r i m a r y a im o f t h i s group o f pamphle ts was t o p r o v i d e s p i r i t u a l 

e d i f i c a t i o n r a t h e r t han t h e o l o g i c a l i n s t r u c t i o n . I t i n c l u d e s t r a n s l a t e d 

works such as Thomas Becon 's C h r i s t e n o f t ke rm is bancke t ( 1 5 ^ 3 ) ^ ^ as 

w e l l as anonymous i nd igenous t r a c t s such as Van d a t qe loove aen Jesum 
20 

Chr i s t u m (c 1530) , Een p r o f i t e l i c ende t r o o s t e 1 i c boecxken van den 
2 T 

qhe loove ende hoope ( 1 5 3 4 ) , and Een deuo te b i e c h t o f t b e l i j d i n g h e der 
22 

sonden t o t God (c1540) and Een c o r t e o n d e r w i j s i n q e w t e r h e y l i g h e r 

s c h r i f t u e r n e , hoe wy onse v i a n d e n , d i e d u u e l , d i e were I t , ende ons 

eyqhen v l e e s c h a Is c h r i s t e 1 i j c h e c r i j s l u y d e n ende r i d d e r s weders taen 

s u l l e n ( 1 5 6 2 ) . 2 3 

To these f o u r g roups i t i s p o s s i b l e t o add a s m a l l f i f t h c a t e g o r y , 

t h a t o f pamph le ts which dea l w i t h t h e s o c i a l i m p l i c a t i o n s o f e v a n g e l i c a l 

t h e o l o g y . S t r i c t l y s p e a k i n g , o n l y two t r a c t s f a l l i n t o t h i s c a t e g o r y , 

Johannes Stammel 's Vanden b o r g h e r e n , hoe da t s i o n d e r malcanderen leven 
2k 

s u l l e n (1553) and Steven W a c k e r ' s W a r a c h t i q h e p r o n o s t i c a t i e ende 
2 c 

aImanach ( c l 5 4 0 ) . C o n s i s t i n g o f t h r e e p a r t s , Vanden bo rghe ren began 

w i t h a e u l o g i s t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f and commentary on t h e l i f e o f t h e 

b u r g h e r , the second s e c t i o n d e a l t w i t h how the r i c h ough t t o l i v e , and 

16 NK2181 and 4076. See p .311 . 

17 NK3140 and 4239 . See pp .285-286 . 

18 NK2323. See p .258 . 

19 M a c h i e l s B191. 1ndex a u r e 1 i e n s is 115 .537 -538 . See pp .259 -260 . 

20 NK966 and 3064. See p .279 . 

21 NK440 and 441 . See pp .262 -263 . 

22 M a c h i e l s B 6 8 2 . See p p . 2 6 0 - 2 6 1 , 

23 R e p r i n t e d in BRN IX , p p , 6 1 5 - 6 3 9 . See p . 2 9 7 . 

24 See p . 2 9 4 . 

25 NK219I . See pp.312-3)3. In a d d i t i o n , t he Summa der g o d l i k e r s c r i f t u r e n 
(1523) d e a l s w i t h s o c i a l i ssues in p a r t , bu t i s n o t w h o l l y d e v o t e d 
t o t h i s theme. 
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t h e f i n a l p a r t c o n t a i n e d an e x p o s i t i o n o f t h e L o r d ' s P r a y e r , As an 

e x - F r a n c i s c a n , Stammel s e t g r e a t s t o r e by manual l a b o u r , q u o t i n g t he 

example o f t h e a p o s t l e Paul who b o a s t e d in h i s e p i s t l e s t h a t he had 

ea rned h i s l i v i n g w i t h h i s hands , and rebuked w i d o w s who were i d l e and 

s p e n t t h e i r t i m e g o s s i p i n g i n p e o p l e ' s h o u s e s . T h e b u r g h e r , Stammel 

t a u g h t , s h o u l d w o r k h a r d b e l i e v i n g t h a t by f a i t h h i s l a b o u r s w i l l be 

p l e a s i n g t o God: 

'Ende g h i s u i t den a r b e y t met s t a n t a c h t e 1 i c k e n 
g h e l o u v e en be t rouwen doen t o t God s e k e r 
ghe loouende da t uwen a r b e y t God aenghenaem is 
ende d a t doo r C h r i s t u m in w e l c k e n ghy 
g h e l o o f t ende b e t r o u t , ' 27 

He s h o u l d n o t l a b o u r w i t h t h e d e s i r e t o become r i c h , f o r t hen the w o r k 

becomes s i n f u l . But s h o u l d a b u r g h e r become r i c h - due t o God 's b l e s s i n g 

r a t h e r t han h i s own d e s i r e - he s h o u l d t h a n k God a n d use i t t o H is 
28 

h o n o u r . A c c o r d i n g t o Stammel , t h o s e who a r e r i c h must remember t h a t 

t h e y a r e o n l y s t e w a r d s o f t h e i r money, f o r such w e a l t h be longs as much 

t o the poor as t h e r i c h . W e a l t h must n o t be s q u a n d e r e d bu t used w i s e l y . 

R i ches a r e no t e v i l in t h e m s e l v e s , Abraham, I s a a c , J a c o b , Job , and Dav id 

were a l l r i c h y e t r i g h t e o u s men, bu t i t is e v i l t o m i s u s e r i c h e s . In 

p a r t i c u l a r , i t i s a g r e a t s i n i f t h e r i c h do no t use t h e i r w e a l t h t o 

a s s i s t t h e p o o r : 

'Want a l l e r i j c k e menschen s u l l e n we ten a l s s i 
den armen met ha ren r i j c d o m n i e t en h e l p e n 
d a t s i a l s o groot sonde doen g h e l i j c o f t s i 
een andermensche b e r o o f d e n ende z i j n g o a t 
benamen. ' 29 

S teven W a c k e r ' s W a r a c h t i g h e p r o n o s t i c a t i e i s a d i f f e r e n t w o r k , i t s 

m a j o r a i m b e i n g t o r e f u t e a l l f o rms o f j u d i c i a l a s t r o l o g y . For Wacker 

26 J . S tammel ; Vanden b o r q h e r e n , A i i r . 1 C o r . 4 : 1 2 , 1 T i m . 5 : 1 3 . 

27 I b i d . A v r . 'And you s h a l l p e r f o r m y o u r work w i t h s t e a d f a s t f a i t h 
and t r u s t towards God, f i r m l y be l i tv ing tha t your labour is p l e a s i n g to Qoj , 
and l:V\ak through C h r i s t in whom you b e l i e v e and t r u s t . ' 

28 I b i d . A v i r - v i i v . 

29 I b i d . A v i i r . ' F o r a l l r i c h men s h o u l d know t h a t i f l h e y d o no t h e l p 
t h e poo r w i t h t h e i r r i c h e s t h e y commit as g r e a t a s i n as i f t h e y 
robbed a n o t h e r man and t o o k away h i s g o o d s . ' 
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j u d i c i a l a s t r o l o g y i s t o be r e j e c t e d p r i m a r i l y because God has f o r b i d d e n 

i t i n t he S c r i p t u r e s . A c c o r d i n g t o Old T e s t a m e n t l aw , those who 

p r a c t i s e such t h i n g s , Wacker reminded h i s r e a d e r s , s h o u l d be put t o 

d e a t h . Ra the r t han seek t o know t h e f u t u r e by s u c h means, C h r i s t i a n s 

s h o u l d p u t t h e i r t r u s t i n God a l o n e : 

'Want w i we ten d o o r Gods ghenade d a t God a l l e e n 
ende n i e t den V i s c h ende Bock noch S t i e r a l l e 
d i n e r e g e e r t ende w e r c t na s i n e n g o d l i k e n w i l 
ende da t w i ons s e l u e n in s i n e n w i l l e s e t t e r 
s u l l e n hem a l l e e n ghe loouen ende b e t r o u w e n h i 
macht met ons maken so h i w i l . He h e e f t ons 
van d i e e l e m e n t e n der were I t g h e l i j c k S. Paul us 
s e y t v e r l o s t . ' 30 

The C h r i s t i a n ' s a t t i t u d e t o such p r a c t i c e s s h o u l d be l i k e t h a t o f t he 

Ephes ians who, upon t h e i r c o n v e r s i o n t o t h e G o s p e l , b u r n t t h e i r books 

o f magic a r t s ( A c t s 1 9 : 1 9 ) . I n s t e a d o f e x a m i n i n g such f o r b i d d e n 

know ledge , C h r i s t i a n s s h o u l d s e a r c h the S c r i p t u r e s because i t i s t h e r e 
3 1 

t h a t C h r i s t may be f o u n d . 

The p o s i t i o n o f t h e W a r a c h t i g h e p r o n o s t i c a t i e i s , i n many ways , 

s i m i l a r t o t h a t a d o p t e d by o t h e r e v a n g e l i c a l p a m p h l e t s on t h i s theme a t 

t h i s t i m e . L i k e C a l v i n in h i s A d v e r t i s s e m e n t c o n t r e I ' a s t r o l o q i e 
32 

i n d i c i a i r e ( 1 5 4 9 ) , Wacker u t t e r l y r e j e c t s j u d i c i a l a s t r o l o g y . Ye t 

l i k e t h e anonymous E n g l i s h t r a c t A s p i r i t u a l 1 a l m a n a c k e w h e r e i n e v e r y 

c h r i s t e n man and woman may see what t h e y ough t d a y l e t o do o r l eave 
33 

undone ( c l 5 4 6 ) , much o f t h e e v a n g e l i c a l emphas i s o f t he Warach t ighe 

p r o n o s t i c a t ie is c a s t i n t h e t r a d i t i o n a l f o r m o f an a l m a n a c . O ld 

b e l i e f s a r e r e j e c t e d , bu t t r a d i t i o n a l f o rms a r e r e t a i n e d . In a l l 

p r o b a b i l i t y , t h e a im in t h i s was t o expound e v a n g e l i c a l t e a c h i n g on t h i s 

30 S, Wacker , W a r a c h t i g h e p r o n o s t i c a t i e , A v i i r - v i i i r , ' F o r we know by 
God 's g race t h a t God a l o n e and no t t he F i s h and Goat no r B u l l r u l e s 
and works a l l t h i n g s a f t e r h i s d i v i n e w i l l , and we s h a l l p l a c e 
o u r s e l v e s i n H is w i l l , o n l y b e l i e v i n g and t r u s t i n g Him; He may make 
o f us as He p l e a s e s . As S t . Paul s a y s , He has d e l i v e r e d us f r o m the 
e l e m e n t s o f the w o r l d , ' 

31 I b i d . B i i r , A c t s 1 9 : 1 9 . 

32 Index a u r e l i e n s i s 129 .811 . Not a l l e v a n g e l i c a l s c o m p l e t e l y r e j e c t e d 
j u d i c i a l a s t r o l o g y . See B. Capp, E n g l i s h a l m a n a c s , 1500-1800 (New 
Y o r k , 1979) , p p . 1 3 1 - 1 7 9 . 

33 STC397. 
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i s s u e c l e a r l y and t o p r o v i d e a g e n u i n e a l t e r n a t i v e t o j u d i c i a l a s t r o l o g y 

- t r u s t i n t he p r o v i d e n c e and p r o m i s e s o f God - y e t t o p resen t t h i s in 

a t r a d i t i o n a l and r e a d i l y u n d e r s t a n d a b l e f o r m t o c r e a t e maximum p o s s i b l e 

i n t e r e s t , 

A p a r t f r o m S tammel ' s Vanden b o r g h e r e n and W a c k e r ' s W a r a c h t i g h e 

p r o n o n s t i c a t i e , s o c i a l comment i s c o n s p i c u o u s l y l a c k i n g in Dutch 

p a m p h l e t l i t e r a t u r e . T h i s i s i n s h a r p c o n t r a s t t o t h e pamphlet 

l i t e r a t u r e o f t h e German R e f o r m a t i o n . German p a m p h l e t e e r s were 

a d d r e s s i n g t hemse l ves t o a w h o l e s o c i e t y in the p r o c e s s o f R e f o r m a t i o n 

in w h i c h e v a n g e l i c a l t h e o l o g y was a f f e c t i n g a l l a r e a s o f l i f e . Hence, 

t h e y gave a t t e n t i o n t o a w i d e v a r i e t y o f n o n - r e l i g i o u s s o c i o - e c o n o m i c 

i s s u e s . T o p i c s such as t h e s e , however , were h a r d l y r e l e v a n t t o t he 

c o n d i t i o n o f e v a n g e l i c a l s l i v i n g in a h o s t i l e e n v i r o n m e n t such as F rance 

o r t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , I ndeed , i t is pe rhaps no a c c i d e n t t h a t even t h e two 

pamph le t s d i s c u s s e d above , S tamme l ' s Vanden b o r g h e r e n and Wacke r ' s 

W a r a c h t i g h e p r o n o s t i c a t i e , were bo th d e r i v e d f r o m German s o u r c e s . 

P r o p o r t i o n a t e l y much more a t t e n t i o n i s g i v e n i n Du tch pamph le t 

l i t e r a t u r e t o t h e o l o g i c a l i s s u e s . I t is w i t h t h e t h e o l o g y o f d e v o t i o n a l 

and d o c t r i n a l handbooks t h a t the r e s t o f t h i s c h a p t e r w i l l be c h i e f l y 

c o n c e r n e d , f o r an a n a l y s i s o f t h e d o c t r i n a l s t a n d p o i n t s o f Dutch 

pamph le t l i t e r a t u r e w i l l e n a b l e us t o ask some i m p o r t a n t q u e s t i o n s abou t 

t h e n a t u r e o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s . How o r i g i n a l was 

Dutch e v a n g e l i c a l t h e o l o g y and how dependen t was I t on f o r e i g n i n f l u e n c e s ? 

D id t h e r e e x i s t , as e a r l i e r h i s t o r i o g r a p h y has s u g g e s t e d , an o r i g i n a l 

and p e c u l i a r l y Dutch e v a n g e l i c a l t h e o l o g y ? What w e r e t h e d i s t i n c t i v e 

f e a t u r e s o f the Dutch R e f o r m a t i o n ? 

a) S a l v a t i o n : j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e , p r e d e s t i n a t i o n and e l e c t i o n . 

J u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e was , p e r h a p s , t h e most common theme 

o f Du tch p a m p h l e t e e r s . This is h a r d l y s u r p r i s i n g f o r t h i s d o c t r i n e was 

t h e v e r y c o r n e r s t o n e o f t h e e v a n g e l i c a l f a i t h . Some t r a c t s such as t h e 

C h r i s t e 1 i j c k e ende c o r t e o n d e r w i j s i n g h e : van v e r g h e u i n g h e d e r sonden 

enc^ \mn eewlqher s a l i c h e y t (c1543)^ were e n t i r e l y devoted t o t h i s 

34 Machie ls 055 . See p . 2 9 5 . 
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t heme. The a u t h o r o f t h i s wo rk began by a r g u i n g t h a t s a l v a t i o n comes 

s o l e l y by t he g r a c e o f God, I t i s o n l y when a man f e a r s God's w r a t h 

because o f h i s s i n t h a t he w i l l b e l i e v e in t h e G o s p e l w i t h t r u e f a i t h , 

and God, t h r o u g h His mercy, w i l l f o r g i v e h i s s i n s , n o t t h r o u g h t h e m e r i t 
35 

o f good w o r k s , but because o f C h r i s t , However , o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c 

t e a c h i n g on t h i s s u b j e c t e r r s on two f u n d a m e n t a l p o i n t s . In t he f i r s t 

p l a c e , p a p i s t d o c t r i n e f a i l s t o p r o v i d e c e r t a i n t y o f s a l v a t i o n ; 

' H i e r cund t g h i mercken hoe g r o u w e l i j c k d a t 
God doer de d w a l i n g h e des Paus g h e b l a s p h e m e e r t 
w o r d , maer de C h r i s t e 1 i j c k e l e e r i n g h e r o e p t 
daer t e g h e n , datmen desen t w i j f e l w e d e r s t a e n 
s a l , ende s e k e r s l u y t e n ende g h e l o o u e n , d a t 
ons Got om s i j n s soons C h r i s t ! w i l l e g h e n a d i c h 
s i , ende ons aen nemen w i l . ' 36 

S e c o n d l y , t h e n o t i o n t h a t a man may m e r i t f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n s and 

r i g h t e o u s n e s s in reward f o r t h e p e r f o r m a n c e o f good works i s a b lasphemy 
37 

a g a i n s t C h r i s t , God 's p r o m i s e s and t he d o c t r i n e o f f a i t h . The a u t h o r 

o f t h e C h r i s t e 1 i i e k e ende c o r t e o n d e r w i { s i n g h e d i d n o t r e j e c t t he r o l e 

o f good works a l t o g e t h e r . He acknow ledged t h a t God a c c e p t s and rewards 

them, bu t o n l y a f t e r a man has f i r s t been e n l i g h t e n e d by f a i t h , 

A n o t h e r pamph le t w h o l l y conce rned w i t h t h i s q u e s t i o n o f s a l v a t i o n 

by f a i t h and no t by works was D ie summa ende d a t b e q r i j p des menschen 

s a 1 i c h e y t s o f P a t r i c k H a m i l t o n , O r i g i n a l l y i n t e n d e d as a c o l l e c t i o n o f 

t h e s e s f o r academic d i s p u t a t i o n , t h i s b r i e f t r a c t i s w h o l l y L u t h e r a n in 

i t s a p p r o a c h t o t h i s s u b j e c t . Fo r H a m i l t o n , t he Law r e v e a l s o u r s i n , 

t h e Gospel p r o v i d e s t h e remedy f o r i t ; t h e Law shows us ou r c o n d e m n a t i o n , 

t h e Gospe l o u r r e d e m p t i o n , and whereas t h e Law b r i n g s w r a t h , d e s p a i r and 

35 C h r i s t e 1 i j c k e ende c o r t e o n d e r w i j s i n g h e , A i v , 

36 I b i d . A v i i r - v , 'He re y o u can n o t e how a b o m i n a b l y God i s b lasphemed 
t h r o u g h t h e e r r o r o f t h e pope , bu t C h r i s t i a n d o c t r i n e c r i e s ou t in 
o p p o s i t i o n t o i t , t h a t men s h o u l d w i t h s t a n d t h i s d o u b t , and c e r t a i n l y 
c o n c l u d e and b e l i e v e t h a t o u r God f o r h i s son C h r i s t ' s sake is 
g r a c i o u s and w i l l a c c e p t u s . ' 

37 I b i d . A v i i v - v i i i r , 

38 I b i d . B i t i v , 



127 

u n r e s t , t h e Gospel b r i n g s g r a c e , c o m f o r t and p e a c e . S t r o n g L u t h e r a n 

i n f l u e n c e can a l s o be seen in H a m i l t o n ' s i n d e b t e d n e s s t o the P a u l i n e 

emphases t h a t Ab raham 's f a i t h was r eckoned t o h i m as r i g h t e o u s n e s s , and 

t h a t no one i s j u s t i f i e d by t he deeds o f t h e Law, b u t by f a i t h in 

C h r i s t . 

Given H a m i l t o n ' s c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e new e v a n g e l i c a l U n i v e r s i t y o f 

M a r b u r g , h i s s t r o n g emphas is on j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e i s h a r d l y 

s u r p r i s i n g . L i k e w i s e , t h e r e i s n o t h i n g unusua l i n t h e t h e o l o g i c a l 

i n c l i n a t i o n s o f known t r a n s l a t i o n s o f German t e x t s such as t he Vraghe 

ende an twoo rde op a l i e saken d i e eenen mensche t e r s a l i q h e y t van noode 

z i j n t e w e t e n , w h i c h d i s c u s s e s t h e m o t i f o f t h e e v i l and good t r e e s 

( M t t . 7 : I 7 - I 9 ) i n a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y L u t h e r a n f a s h i o n . I t is f a i t h 

t h a t makes a t r e e good and , be ing i n t r i n s i c a l l y g o o d , t h i s t r e e w i l l 

t h e n p roduce good f r u i t , t h a t i s , a good l i f e and good w o r k s . An e v i l 

t r e e w h i c h , o f n e c e s s i t y , c a n n o t p roduce good f r u i t , is a man who cannot 

p e r f o r m good works because he does n o t b e l i e v e t h a t C h r i s t is h i s 
41 

r i g h t e o u s n e s s , w isdom, s a n c t i f i c a t i o n and r e d e m p t i o n . However , t he 

d o c t r i n e o f j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e i s as c e n t r a l t o i n d i g e n o u s 

Dutch pamph le ts as i t i s t o German L u t h e r a n t e x t s . The a u t h o r o f t h e 

P r o f i t e l i c ende t r o o s t e l i c boecxken van den g h e l o o v e ende hoope, f o r 

i n s t a n c e , l i k e P a t r i c k H a m i l t o n used t h e i l l u s t r a t i o n o f Abraham t o 
k2 

p rove t h a t a man is j u s t i f i e d by f a i t h and n o t by w o r k s . S i m i l a r l y , 

Johannes A n a s t a s i u s Ve luanus a s s e r t e d t h a t man i s saved s o l e l y by the 

m e r i t s o f C h r i s t ' s d e a t h : 

'War t des Vaders ongemetene b a r m h e r t i c h e y t , 
v n j e des so ins e d e l e v e r d i e n s t , a l t o k l e y n 
g e a c h t d u r c h dese l e e r van t w y u e l e n Want m i t 
Jesus d o o t i s c e r t e y n b e t a i l t , vo r a 1 onse 
sunden a Is wy ons b e k e r e n . ' 43 

39 P. H a m i l t o n , D ie summa ende d a t b e g r i j p des menschen s a l i c h e y t s , 
( c l 5 3 0 , NK3140), A v i r - v . 

40 I b i d , A v I v : A v i i i r . 

41 Vraqhe ende a n t w o o r d e op a l i e saken d i e eenen mensche t e r s a l i c h e y t 
van noode z i j n t e w e t e n , (WK4076), A i i v , 

42 See above. 

43 BRN IV, p . 166, ' F o r t h e F a t h e r ' s immeasurab le mercy and t h e s o n ' s 
n o b l e m e r i t s a r e a l l t o o l i g h t l y es teemed by t h i s d o c t r i n e o f d o u b t . 
For by J e s u s ' s d e a t h a l l our s i n s a r e c e r t a i n l y p a i d f o r i f we 
r e p e n t . ' 
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Moreover , he t a u g h t t h a t no one can make h i m s e l f b e l i e v e by h i s own 

s t r e n g t h , s i n c e f a i t h i s s o m e t h i n g w h i c h God w o r k s in us ; 

' H i e r i s t o me rcken , d a t nymant s i c h s e 1 ues 
m i t e i g h e n macht kan g h e l o u i c h maken, Mer 
d a t G o t t de g h e l o u e in ons make t , m i t s i j n e n 
w o i r t vnde h i l l i g h e n g e e s t . D i t g e s c i e t 
a l d u s , wanneer wy s i j n w o i r t ho ren l e s e n o f 
p r e d i k e n , vnde begeren des v e r s t a n t , dan 
maket ons Got m i t s i j n e n g h e e s t , m e c h t i c h 
t e g h e l o u e t o l e r e n . ' 44 

Ye t a l t h o u g h A n a s t a s i u s f u l l y a c c o r d e d w i t h L u t h e r , C a l v i n and 

o t h e r P r o t e s t a n t r e f o r m e r s on t h e s u b j e c t o f J u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h 

a l o n e , in one p a r t i c u l a r a r e a o f t he d o c t r i n e o f s a l v a t i o n he p a r t e d 

company w i t h L u t h e r . L u t h e r had r e j e c t e d t h e n o t i o n t h a t man has f r e e 

w i l l as e a r l y as 1525 when he wro te De s e r v o a r b i t r i o in response t o De 

1 i b e r o a r b i t r i o (1524) o f E rasmus . However , i t was C a l v i n ' s 

s y s t e m a t i z a t i o n o f t h e d o c t r i n e o f p r e d e s t i n a t i o n i n t h e 1550s c u l m i n a t i n g 
45 

in t he 1559 e d i t i o n o f t he I n s t i t u t e s t h a t e s t a b l i s h e d a permanent 

bond between c l a s s i c a l P r o t e s t a n t i s m and t h i s d o c t r i n e . For t h e Genevan 

r e f o r m e r , 

'No one who w i s h e s t o be t h o u g h t r e l i g i o u s da res 
s i m p l y deny p r e d e s t i n a t i o n , by w h i c h God a d o p t s 
some t o hope o f l i f e , and sen tences o t h e r s t o 
e t e r n a 1 d e a t h , ' 46 

Ye t deny t h e d o c t r i n e o f d o u b l e p r e d e s t i n a t i o n Anastasius most c e r t a i n l y 

d i d . He m a i n t a i n e d t h a t man has t h e power t o s i n a n d t o r e f r a i n from 

s i n , t o f o l l o w as he i s c a l l e d by God 's w o r d , t o t u r n f r o m a s t a t e o f 

s a l v a t i o n t o d a m n a t i o n , and t o ha rden h i s h e a r t . In i n s i s t i n g t h a t man 

r e t a i n s f r eedom o f t h e w i l l , t h e c o r n e r s t o n e o f h i s a rgumen t a g a i n s t t h e 

d o c t r i n e o f p r e d e s t i n a t i o n , Ve luanus was a n x i o u s t o d i s t a n c e h i m s e l f 

44 BRN IV, p . 1 6 8 , 'No te h e r e , t h a t no one can make h i m s e l f b e l i e v e by 
h i s own s t r e n g t h , bu t God works f a i t h in us , by H i s word and t h e 
Ho ly S p i r i t , I t happens l i k e t h i s , when we h e a r H i s word read o r 
preached and d e s i r e t o understand, God by His S p i r i t us ko 
t o be 1 i e v e , 

45 F. Wende l , C a l v i n . The o r i g i n s and deve lopment o f h i s r e l i g i o u s 
t h o u g h t (London , 1974 ) , p p , 2 6 3 - 2 6 8 , 

46 J . C a l v i n , I n s t i t u t e s o f t h e c h r i s t i a n r e l i g i o n , 3 . x x i . 5 . L i b r a r y 
o f c h r i s t i a n c l a s s i c s X X I , e d , J , T , M c N e i l l ( L o n d o n , 1 9 6 1 ) , p . 9 2 6 . 
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f r o m any s e m i - P e l a g i a n t e n d e n c i e s t o e x a l t t h e powers o f man and t h e r e b y 

reduce t h e m e r i t s o f C h r i s t . Mo reove r , he i n s i s t e d t h a t man's f r e e w i l l 

does no t come f r o m h i m s e l f , but f r o m God, who c r e a t e d f r e e w i l l i n human 
hi 

n a t u r e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , he w h o l e h e a r t e d l y r e j e c t e d t he d o c t r i n e o f 

d o u b l e p r e d e s t i n a t i o n as be ing l o g i c a l l y i n c o n s i s t e n t , s i n c e i t 

n e c e s s i t a t e s God ' s s e c r e t w i l l c o n t r a d i c t i n g H is r e v e a l e d w i l l i n s o f a r 

as i t i m p l i e s t h a t God t a k e s p l e a s u r e in men p e r i s h i n g ; 

'Mer d i e p r e d e s t i n a t o r e s s p r e k e n , d a t o i c k een 
beroepen mensch s i j n e s a l i c h e i t ga r n y t kan 
b a t e n , noch scaden , mer i s hy v y t u e r k o r e n , so 
moet hy f o l g e n , i s hy n y t v y t v e r k o r e n , so moet 
hy in verdamnus b l i v e n , J tem d a t a l i e sunden 
vnde duechden g a n t z v y t noo t g e s c h e e n e n . Dese 
menung is ( m i j n s a c h t e n s ) den menschen s c a d e l i c k , 
vnde n y t an t o nemen, Want wer d i t a l s o , dan 
must Codes h e y m e l i c k e w i 1 t egen s i j n open bare 
v e r b i j d e n vnde s t r a f f e n s t a i n , i t em an onse 
sund vnd verdamnus l u s t h e b b e n . ' 48 

How d i d A n a s t a s i u s come t o oppose t h e d o c t r i n e o f p r e d e s t i n a t i o n ? 

What a r e t h e sources o f h i s v i ews on t h e f reedom o f t he w i l l ? Erasmus 

n a t u r a l l y comes t o m i n d , y e t A n a s t a s i u s ' arguments d i f f e r f r o m t h o s e o f 

t h e g r e a t human is t s c h o l a r . E rasmus ' r e j e c t i o n o f p r e d e s t i n a t i o n was 

based f i r s t and f o r e m o s t on h i s o p t i m i s t i c v i e w o f human n a t u r e . In 

De l i b e r o a r b i t r i o , f o r e x a m p l e , Erasmus q u o t e d E c c l e s i a s t i c u s 15 :14 -17 

' I t was He (God) who c r e a t e d man in t h e b e g i n n i n g , 
and he l e f t h im in t h e power o f h i s own i n c l i n a t i o n . 
I f you w i l l , you can keep t h e commandments, and t o 
a c t f a i t h f u l l y is a m a t t e r o f y o u r own c h o i c e , , , ' 

4-9 
t o s u p p o r t h i s b e l i e f i n t he f reedom o f t h e w i l l . Ye t as seen above , 

47 BKN IV, p p . 1 5 1 - 1 5 6 . 

48 BRN IV , p . 1 5 3 . ' B u t t h e p r e d e s t i n a r i a n s say t h a t he who has . been 
e l e c t e d can n e i t h e r improve no r harm VnS s a l v a t i o n , bu t because he 
i s chosen , so he must f o l l o w , and i f he i s n o t c h o s e n , so he must 
rema in in d a m n a t i o n . L i k e w i s e , t h a t a l l s i n s a n d good deeds a r e 
c o m m i t t e d n e c e s s a r i l y . T h i s o p i n i o n i s ( I t h i n k ) h a r m f u l t o men 
and ough t n o t t o be a c c e p t e d . For i f i t were so t h e n God ' s s e c r e t 
w i l l wou ld c o n t r a d i c t and oppose His r e v e a l e d w i l l , f o r b i d d i n g and 
p u n i s h i n g , and He w o u l d d e s i r e ou r s i n and d a m n a t i o n . ' 

49 G. O o r t h u y s , A n a s t a s i u s ' ' W e c h w y s e r ' , B u l l i n g e r ' s ' H u y s b o e c k ' en 
C a l v y n ' s ' I n s t i t u t i e ' v e r q e l e k e n in hun l e e r van God en mensch 
( L e i d e n , 1919 ) , p . 1 9 6 . 
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A n a s t a s l u s ' c h i e f o b j e c t i o n t o t h e d o c t r i n e o f p r e d e s t i n a t i o n was t h a t 

i t c o n t r a d i c t e d t he r e v e a l e d w i l l o f God - an e s s e n t i a l l y t h e o c e n t r i c 

a r g u m e n t . M o r e o v e r , i n a c c e p t i n g t h e d o c t r i n e o f o r i g i n a l s i n , 

A n a s t a s i u s t o o k a f a r more p e s s i m i s t i c v i e w o f human n a t u r e than 

Erasmus d i d . ^ ^ The s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y R e f o r m a t i o n h i s t o r i a n G e r a r d 

B rand t s u g g e s t e d t h a t A n a s t a s i u s ' v iews on f r e e w i l l and p r e d e s t i n a t i o n 
C 1 

f o l l o w e d t h e a r t i c l e s o f t h e C o n f e s s i o n o f A u g s b u r g ( 1 5 3 0 ) , However , 

t h i s t o o i s no t an e n t i r e l y s a t i s f a c t o r y e x p l a n a t i o n , f o r t h e 

C o n f e s s i o n o f Augsburg nowhere e x p l i c i t l y d e n i e d p r e d e s t i n a t i o n as t h e 

Leken wechwyser d i d . R a t h e r a d i s c u s s i o n o f p r e d e s t i n a t i o n in t h e 

C o n f e s s i o n o f Augsbu rg was s i m p l y a v o i d e d on t h e g r o u n d s t h a t man s h o u l d 
52 

no t be t o o c u r i o u s abou t t h e m y s t e r i e s o f God, O t h e r p o s s i b l e 

s o u r c e s o f A n a s t a s i u s ' v iews a r e t h e w r i t i n g s o f r a d i c a l r e f o r m e r s such 

as And reas K a r l s t a d t and M e l c h i o r Hof fman b o t h o f whom r e j e c t e d t h e 
53 

d o c t r i n e o f d o u b l e p r e d e s t i n a t i o n . However , n o w h e r e does A n a s t a s i u s 

g i v e any i n d i c a t i o n o f h a v i n g read t h e i r w r i t i n g s as he does w i t h many 

o f t h e m a i n s t r e a m r e f o r m e r s . In a d d i t i o n , i t i s d o u b t f u l w h e t h e r a 

r e f o r m e r o f A n a s t a s i u s ' i r e n i c temperament w o u l d d r a w on t h e w o r k o f such 

r a d i c a l s p i r i t s . 

A n a s t a s i u s h i m s e l f h i n t e d t h a t M e l a n c h t h o n ' s L o c i communes was t h e 

s o u r c e o f h i s v iews on t h e s u b j e c t . A t f i r s t s i g h t t h e Loc i communes 

appear an i m p l a u s i b l e s o u r c e f o r a n t i - p r e d e s t i n a r i a n v i e w s ; in t h e 

f i r s t e d i t i o n , p u b l i s h e d in 1521, Me lanch thon r e j e c t e d a l l f reedom o f 

t h e w i l l : 

50 BRN IV , p . 1 4 7 . 

51 G, B r a n d t , H i s t o r i e de r r e f o r m a t i e en ande re k e r k e l y k e g e s c h i e d e n i s s e n , 
i n en o n t r e n t de Nede'r ' l 'a 'nd^ (Amsterdam, 1 6 7 1 ) , I , p, 174. 

52 C . L . Mansch reck , M e l a n c h t h o n . The q u i e t re f o r m e r (New Y o r k , 1 9 5 8 ) , 
p . 2 9 4 . 

53 For K a r l s t a d t ' s v i e w s on p r e d e s t i n a t i o n see C . A . P a t e r , K a r l s t a d t as 
t h e f a t h e r o f t h e b a p t i s t movements (Toron to , 1 9 8 4 ) , p p . 2 5 - 4 6 , For 
H o f f m a n ' s v iews see h i s V e r c l a r i n g e van den geuangen ende v r i e n w i l 
des menschen, BRN V, p p . 1 8 1 - 1 9 8 , 

54 'Darom is P h i l i p p u s M e l a n c h t o n (myns a c h t e n s ) s e e r t e p r y s e n , d a t hy 
v u r desen a r t i ke 1 i n l o c i communib- h e f f t g e s t r e d e n . ' " T h e r e f o r e , I 
t h i n k t h a t P h i l i p M e l a n c h t h o n i s t o be h i g h l y p r a i s e d , because he 
has f o u g h t f o r t h i s a r t i c l e in h i s L o c i communes . ' BRN IV , p . 1 5 4 . 
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' S i n c e a l l t h i n g s t h a t happen, happen n e c e s s a r i l y 
a c c o r d i n g t o d i v i n e p r e d e s t i n a t i o n , o u r w i l l has 
no 1i b e r t y , ' 55 

A t t h i s s t a g e in h i s c a r e e r Me lanch thon was i n v o l v e d l i k e L u t h e r in a 

s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t Roman dogma and , l i k e h im , c o n c e r n e d t o r e j e c t a l l 

v e s t i g e s o f s e m i - P e l a g i a n ism. By t h e 1530s, h o w e v e r , M e l a n c h t h o n ' s 

p o s i t i o n had a l t e r e d , and h i s c h i e f c o n c e r n now was t o r e f u t e t h e 

a n t i n o m i n a n t e n d e n c i e s o f h i s f e l l o w L u t h e r a n Johann A g r i c o l a ( 1 4 9 4 - 1 5 6 6 ) . 

In l a t e r e d i t i o n s o f t h e Loc i communes (1534 and 1 5 4 4 ) , t h e r e f o r e , he 

s h i f t e d h i s g round and a r g u e d a g a i n s t t h e n o t i o n o f a b s o l u t e 

p r e d e s t i n a t i o n , a f f i r m i n g t h a t e l e c t i o n s h o u l d be j u d g e d no t by reason 

o r t h e Law bu t by t h e G o s p e l , t h a t i t is C h r i s t ' s d e s i r e t o redeem a l l 

mank ind , and t h a t t h e o n l y reason f o r e l e c t i o n i s j u s t i f i c a t i o n . A t t he 

same t i m e , M e l a n c h t h o n s t r o n g l y emphas ized t he u n i v e r s a l n a t u r e o f God 's 

p rom ises q u o t i n g S c r i p t u r e s such as 1 T i m o t h y 2 : 4 : 

'God d e s i r e s a l l men t o be saved and t o come t o 
a know ledge o f t h e t r u t h ' 

and m a i n t a i n e d t h a t t h e cause o f r e p r o b a t i o n i s n o t God ' s dec ree but 

man 's own d i s o b e d i e n c e t o t h e G o s p e l , A n a s t a s i u s ' open1y acknow ledged 

d e b t t o M e l a n c h t h o n is c o n f i r m e d by t he s i m i l a r i t y o f t h e i r a r g u m e n t s . 

In t h e f i r s t p l a c e , b o t h men were h i g h l y s u s p i c i o u s o f t h e ' s e c r e t 

d e c r e e ' o f God i n p r e d e s t i n a t i o n . Second, b o t h gave p l a c e t o t h e same 

t h r e e f a c t o r s in c o n v e r s i o n - t h e Word o f God, t h e H o l y S p i r i t and t h e 

human w i l l . F i n a l l y , n e i t h e r M e l a n c h t h o n no r A n a s t a s i us can be c o n s i d e r e d 

a P e l a g i a n , f o r n e i t h e r a t t r i b u t e d a n y t h i n g m e r i t o r i o u s t o t h e a c t i v i t y 
57 

o f t h e w i l l , no r s a i d t h a t t h e w i l l a c t s by i t s own p o w e r s . 

How t h e n s h o u l d we i n t e r p r e t A n a s t a s i u s ' a n t i - p r e d e s t i n a r i a n 

s t a n c e ? Some s c h o l a r s have seen i t as i n d i c a t i v e o f a p e c u l i a r l y Dutch 

t h e o l o g y , P i j p e r , f o r e x a m p l e , l i s t e d A n a s t a s i u s a l o n g w i t h C o r n e l i u s 

Hoen, t h e a u t h o r o f t h e Summa de r g o d l i k e r s c r i f t u r e n , T h e o d o r i c u s , 

C o r n e l l s vander Heyden and Ange l us Meru la as t h e p r o g e n i t o r s o f t h e 

55 P. M e l a n c h t h o n , L o c i communes i n L i b r a r y o f c h r i s t i a n c l a s s i c s , XIX 
e d . W, Pauck (London , 1969 ) , p . 2 4 . 

56 G. O o r t h u y s , o p . c i t . p p . 1 9 2 - 1 9 3 . 

57 BRN IV , p p . 1 5 1 - 1 5 6 , 168. C . L . Mansch reck , o p . c i t . p p . 2 9 6 - 2 9 7 , 3 0 1 . 
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s o - c a l l e d ' n a t i o n a l r e f o r m e d ' t r a d i t i o n , ^ O t h e r s have seen him as a 
59 

p r e c u r s o r o f t h e Remons t ran ts o f t h e Synod o f D o r t (1618-19) . I ndeed , 

A n a s t a s i u s found f a v o u r in t h e s i g h t o f such l e a d i n g Remonst rants as 

U i t e n b o g a e r t and G r o t i u s who bo th acknowledged a deb t t o the r e f o r m e r 

f r o m G d d e r l a n d . ^ ^ 

However, A n a s t a s i u s ' t h e o l o g y must be seen f o r what i t was, and n o t 

as o t h e r s p e r c e i v e d i t f i f t y o r s i x t y years l a t e r f rom a d i f f e r e n t 

s t a n d p o i n t . In t h i s c o n t e x t , h i s a n t i - p r e d e s t i n a r i a n s tance cannot be 

c o n s t r u e d as a n t i - C a 1 v i n i s t . The Leken wechwyser was f i r s t p u b l i s h e d 

in 1554, b e f o r e C a l v i n had t h o r o u g h l y endorsed t h e d o c t r i n e o f doub le 

p r e d e s t i n a t i o n . Moreover , g i v e n t h a t t he f i r s t e d i t i o n o f t he Leken 

wechwyser was p r o b a b l y p r i n t e d in Wese l , a c e n t r e o f t he Lu the ran 

p r i n t i n g t r a d e in t he lower R h i n e l a n d , ^ ^ A n a s t a s i u s ' s tance i s p r o b a b l y 

best seen as a response t o t h e a n t i n o m i a n c o n t r o v e r s i e s r a t h e r t h a n as 

an t i - C a I v i n i s t . 

A n a s t a s i u s was an e c l e c t i c r e f o r m e r who d rew on the w r i t i n g s o f a 

w ide v a r i e t y o f P r o t e s t a n t t h e o l o g i a n s . In t he Leken wechwyser he 

r e c o g n i z e d the v a l u e o f C a l v i n ' s I n s t i t u t e s and M e l a n c h t h o n ' s Loc i 

communes, showed g r e a t r e s p e c t f o r L u t h e r , acknow ledged a dependence on 

Z w i n g l i and Bui l i n g e r , and a l s o quo ted f r om the w r i t i n g s o f Erasmus, 

Johannes a Lasco, Johannes B renz , Johannes Bugenhagen and Urbanus R e g i u s , 

W i t h t h i s backg round , one wou ld h a r d l y e x p e c t A n a s t a s i u s t o be an 

o r t h o d o x C a l v i n i s t . H is t h e o l o g y was imbibed f rom the w r i t i n g s o f a 

who le hos t o f P r o t e s t a n t t h e o l o g i a n s . H is a n t i - p r e d e s t i n a r i a n i s m was 

n o t p a r t o f some d e l i b e r a t e a n t i - C a l v i n i s t t r e n d i n Dutch t h e o l o g y , but 

s i m p l y a p r e f e r e n c e f o r t h e v iews o f Me lanch thon on t h i s p o i n t . 

b) The Sacraments . 

The P r o t e s t a n t r e j e c t i o n o f f i v e o f the t r a d i t i o n a l seven sacraments 

58 BRN IV, p . 1 1 0 . 

59 G. O o r t h u y s , o p . c i t , p . 1 9 5 . 

60 B^N IV, p . 1 2 1 . 

61 See Index a u r e l i e n s i s 105 .093 . 
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i s w e l l known. The f i v e d i s c a r d e d sac ramen ts - C o n f i r m a t i o n , Penance, 

Ex t reme U n c t i o n , O rde rs and Ma t r imony - were no t n e c e s s a r i l y r e j e c t e d 

as r e l i g i o u s c e r e m o n i e s , but s i m p l y as s a c r a m e n t s . T h i s was t he 

p o s i t i o n o f most Dutch e v a n g e l i c a l s . A n a s t a s i u s , f o r examp le , e x p l a i n e d 

h i s t h i n k i n g by d e f i n i n g sac ramen ts as s i g n s i n s t i t u t e d by C h r i s t , 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h i s d e f i n i t i o n o n l y B a p t i s m and t h e L o r d ' s Supper c o u l d 

be c o n s i d e r e d s a c r a m e n t s , s i n c e t h e y were t h e o n l y two o f t h e seven 

o r d a i n e d by C h r i s t , 

Though A n a s t a s i u s r e g a r d e d o n l y Bap t i sm and t h e L o r d ' s Supper as 

t r u e s a c r a m e n t s , he d i d no t e n t i r e l y r e j e c t c o n f e s s i o n and the sac rament 

o f Penance. I n s t e a d , he a l l o w e d i t t o c o n t i n u e i n a m o d i f i e d form: 

' J t e m a Is wy in e t l i c k e n saken t w y u e l , o f f 
s i e sunde o f f gene sunde z i j n e n dan s u l l e n 
wy ymant onse sund bekan t maken, t r o o s t vnde 
r a e t b e g e r e n , de v e r g i f f e n u s s e k e r t o w e t e n , 
vnde hy r i s n o d i c h enen v e r s t e n d i g e n gueden 
r a e t g e u e r t o s u e c k e n . Dese r a e t g h e u e r 
b e h o i r t een p a s t o i r o f f een ander k e r c k e n d i e n e r 
t o wesen, de hy r t o g h e o r d e n y e r t i s , mer in 
n o o t z t y d e n mach men o i c k de l eken in d e s e s a i c k 
g h e b r u i c k e n , g e l i j c k s i e o i c k in n o o t z t y d e n 
dopen muegen . ' 62 

What s h o u l d we make o f t h i s ? A n a s t a s i u s ' p o s i t i o n i n a l l o w i n g 

c o n f e s s i o n w h i l s t r e j e c t i n g t h e t r a d i t i o n a l v iew o f t h e sacrament o f 

penance i s , i n f a c t , a l m o s t i d e n t i c a l t o t h a t o f L u t h e r who opposed 

c o n f e s s i o n as an o b l i g a t i o n r e q u i r e d by e c c l e s i a s t i c a l r u l e , but 

r e f u s e d t o deny i t as a means o f c o m f o r t . As T e n t l e r e x p r e s s e s i t , 

' L u t h e r t h o u g h t t h a t t o go t o a m i n i s t e r o f 
t h e w o r d , unburden y o u r c o n s c i e n c e and h e a r 
h im p ronounce a b s o l u t i o n was a c o m f o r t e s s e n t i a l 
t o poo r s i n f u l C h r i s t i a n s . ' 63 

62 BRN IV , p , 2 2 3 . I f in c e r t a i n m a t t e r s we a re in d o u b t as t o 
w h e t h e r o r n o t t h e y a r e s i n s , we s h o u l d c o n f e s s o u r s i n t o someone, 
d e s i r e c o m f o r t and c o u n s e l i n o r d e r t o have t h e a s s u r a n c e o f t h e 
f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n s . And h e r e i t i s n e c e s s a r y t o seek a w i s e , 
good , c o u n s e l l o r . T h i s c o u n s e l l o r s h o u l d be a p a s t o r o r some o t h e r 
s e r v a n t o f t h e c h u r c h who has been a p p o i n t e d f o r t h i s p u r p o s e , but 
in triine, n&efl men may a l s o use f o r t h i s purpose, 

a l s o b a p t i z e in t imes o f n e e d . ' 

63 T . N . T e n t l e r , S i n and c o n f e s s i o n on t h e eve o f t h e r e f o r m a t i o n , 
(Pr i n c e t o n , 1977 ) , p . 3 4 9 . 
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The Reformed t r a d i t i o n , on t he o t h e r hand, r e j e c t e d p r i v a t e c o n f e s s i o n 

more o r l ess c o m p l e t e l y . On t h i s p o i n t , t h e r e f o r e , Anas tas ius s t o o d 
64 

not under t he i n f l u e n c e o f C a l v i n , Z w i n g l i o r B u i l i n g e r , but o f L u t h e r , 

and a g a i n the v i ew o f h im as a d h e r i n g t o a p e c u l i a r l y Dutch t h e o l o g y is 

c a l l e d i n t o ques t ion . 

D e s p i t e t h e s e c o n c e s s i o n s , A n a s t a s i u s , l i k e L u t h e r , s t i l l i n d u l g e d 

in a c e r t a i n amount o f p o l e m i c a g a i n s t the s a c r a m e n t o f Penance. He 

denounced i t f o r a number o f r easons , no t l e a s t because he saw i t as 

h a v i n g no s c r i p t u r a l b a s i s : 

'Da t wy m i t genen h i l l i g e n s c h r i f f t u r e n verbonden 
s i j n t , onse p a s t o r e n a l l e sunden an t o t e l l e n , 
d i e wy in onse gedech tenus h e b b e n ' , 65 

and because t h e demands o f a f u l l c o n f e s s i o n we re i m p o s s i b l e t o f u l f i l : 

'Van da t p a u s s e l i c k e s u n d e t e l l e n in d e r o i r b i e c h t 
is t en e r s t e n t o weten, d a t ons o n m u e g e l i c k i s , 
a l l e sunden den m i s p r i e s t e r an t o t e l l e n , a 1s 
Dav id s a c h t . p s a l m , 1 8 , her wee l g e d e n c k t de 
sunden, desse onmuege1 ickhey t kan men o i c k 
d a c h l i c k b e f y n d e n . ' 66 

Moreove r , he a s s e r t e d t h a t Roman C a t h o l i c a b s o l u t i o n was f i r s t o f a l l 

ungod ly s i n c e i t a b s o l v e d s i n no t o n l y by v i r t u e o f C h r i s t ' s m e r i t s , but 

a l s o by p e r s o n a l m e r i t and t h e m e r i t s o f t h e s a i n t s , and second u s e l e s s 

because i t is w h i s p e r e d t o t he l a i t y in an unknown language , c o n t r a r y 
A7 

t o P a u l ' s command in 1 C o r i n t h i a n s 14. 

When d e a l i n g w i t h Bap t i sm and t h e L o r d ' s S u p p e r , t h o s e ceremon ies 

w h i c h he d i d r e g a r d as s a c r a m e n t s , A n a s t a s i u s was n o t n e a r l y so 

n e g a t i v e . Bap t i sm he equa ted w i t h c i r c u m c i s i o n as a s i g n o f t h e covenan t 

made between God and His p e o p l e . T h i s a n a l o g y was a lmos t c e r t a i n l y 

64 P i j p e r makes t h i s same p o i n t . See BRN IV, p . I l l , 

65 BRN IV, p . 2 2 4 . ' T h a t we a r e not bound by h o l y s c r i p t u r e t o c o n f e s s 
a l l our s i n s t h a t we can remember t o o u r p a s t o r , ' 

66 BRN IV, p . 2 2 4 , ' C o n c e r n i n g the p a p i s t e n u m e r a t i o n o f s i n s in 
a u r i c u l a r c o n f e s s i o n ; i t i s f i r s t t o be n o t e d t h a t we a r e i n c a p a b l e 
o f c o n f e s s i n g a l l o u r s i n s t o t he m a s s - p r i e s t , f o r as Dav id says 
( P s . 1 8 = 1 9 : 1 2 ) " L o r d who remembers s i n s , men can f i n d t h i s i m p o s s i b l e 
( t o do) d a i l y . " 

67 BRN IV , p . 2 2 7 . 

68 BRN IV , p . 1 9 1 . 
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b o r r o w e d f r o m Z w i n g l i o r C a l v i n , I t was an a r g u m e n t used by the 

Reformed t o p r o v e i n f a n t b a p t i s m f r o m S c r i p t u r e a n d t h e r e b y t o r e f u t e 

A n a b a p t i s t c l a i m s t h a t t h e o n l y b i b l i c a l f o r m o f B a p t i s m was t h a t o f 

b e l i e v i n g a d u l t s . I ndeed , A n a s t a s i u s went t o g r e a t l e n g t h s t o v a l i d a t e 

i n f a n t b a p t i s m , t h e e q u a t i o n o f B a p t i s m w i t h c i r c u m c i s i o n be ing bu t t h e 

f i r s t o f n i n e d e f e n c e s . However , A n a s t a s i u s was n o t s l a v i s h l y d e v o t e d 

t o Reformed t h e o l o g i a n s , and d i f f e r e d f r o m C a l v i n o v e r t h e q u e s t i o n o f 

emergency b a p t i s m . W h i l s t he ag reed t h a t B a p t i s m was best a d m i n i s t e r e d 

by an o r d a i n e d m i n i s t e r i n a Chu rch , he d i d no t e n t i r e l y r e j e c t B a p t i s m 

by a lay pe rson o u t s i d e o f a C h u r c h : 

'De Do ip b e h o i r t ons a n g e d i e n t t o werden van 
s e k e r e k e r k e n d i e n e r da r t o g e o r d e n i e r t . 
math 28 . m a r c . 1 6 mer in n o d i g e t yden muegen 
a l i e bequeme leken de d o i p a n d i e n e n . 

De g e w o i n l i k e d o i p p l a i t z i s i n den T e m p e l e n , 
mer In n o d i g e t y d e n s i j n e n a l l e p l a i t s e n vnde 
a l i e w a t e r e n bequaim t o d o p e n . ' 69 

For C a l v i n , howeve r , t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f B a p t i s m rema ined t h e s o l e 

p r e s e r v e o f t h e e c c l e s i a s t i c a l m i n i s t r y , ' C h r i s t ' , he o b s e r v e d , ' d i d 

n o t command women o r men o f e v e r y s o r t t o b a p t i z e , b u t gave t h i s 

command t o t h o s e whom he had a p p o i n t e d a p o s t l e s . L u t h e r , on t h e 

o t h e r hand, a l l o w e d l ay b a p t i s m . A n a s t a s i u s ' d e f e n c e o f t h i s p r a c t i c e 

c o u l d , t h e r e f o r e , be i n t e r p r e t e d as s t i l l f u r t h e r e v i d e n c e o f L u t h e r a n 

i n f l u e n c e in t h e Leken wechwyse r . However , a l t h o u g h A n a s t a s i u s s i d e d 

w i t h L u t h e r on t h e p r a c t i c e o f emergency b a p t i s m , t h e o l o g i c a l l y h i s 

s y m p a t h i e s on t h i s p o i n t l ay w i t h C a l v i n . The u s u a l j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r 

emergency b a p t i s m was t h a t c h i l d r e n who d i e u n b a p t i z e d a r e n e c e s s a r i l y 

damned, but A n a s t a s i u s s i d e d w i t h C a l v i n in r e j e c t i n g t h i s n o t i o n , 

l i s t i n g f i v e a rgumen ts why 'de kynder in n o o t z t y d e n sonde r d o i p s e l l i c h 
7 ] 

werden muegen ' . C l e a r l y A n a s t a s i u s ' p r a c t i c a l a d v i c e was no t 

69 BRN IV, p . 1 9 1 . ' B a p t i s m ough t t o be a d m i n i s t e r e d by c e r t a i n s e r v a n t s 
o f t h e C h u r c h , o r d a i n e d f o r t h i s p u r p o s e , Ma t thew 2 8 : 1 9 , Mark 16 :16 . 
But in n e c e s s i t o u s t i m e s a l l compe ten t l a y p e r s o n s may a d m i n i s t e r 
B a p t i s m . The p r o p e r p l a c e f o r B a p t i s m i s in t h e c h u r c h e s , bu t i n 
t i m e o f need a l l p l a c e s and a l l w a t e r s a r e s u i t a b l e f o r B a p t i s m , ' 

70 J , C a l v i n , I n s t i t u t e s , 4 , XV , 20 , o p . c i t . p . 1 3 2 0 . 

71 BRN IV , p . 1 9 9 . J . C a l v i n , I n s t i t u t e s , 4 . XV . 2 0 , o p . c i t . p . 1 3 2 1 . 
' I n t i m e o f need c h i l d r e n may be saved w i t h o u t B a p t i s m . ' 
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c o n s i s t e n t w i t h h i s t h e o l o g y on t h i s p o i n t . P e r h a p s t h i s was a r e s u l t 

o f c i r c u m s t a n c e s , A n a s t a s i u s had spen t much o f h i s c a r e e r as an 

e v a n g e l i c a l p r i e s t i n a remote p a r t o f t h e n o r t h e r n N e t h e r l a n d s , w i t h 

access t o t he w r i t i n g s o f L u t h e r a n and Reformed t h e o l o g i a n s a l i k e . He 

c o u l d t h e r e f o r e s e l e c t and r e j e c t f r o m t h e s e w r i t i n g s those b e l i e f s and 

p r a c t i c e s w h i c h most c l o s e l y a c c o r d e d w i t h h i s own s y m p a t h i e s , w i t h o u t 

n e c e s s a r i l y b e i n g aware o f i n h e r e n t c o n t r a d i c t i o n s . A l t e r n a t i v e l y , i t 

m i g h t sugges t a d i f f e r e n c e o f temperament be tween A n a s t a s i u s and C a l v i n , 

w i t h t he f o r m e r show ing a g r e a t e r c o n c e r n f o r ' w e a k e r b r e t h e r e n ' t h a n 

t h e l a t t e r . 

J u s t as A n a s t a s i u s ' v i ews on B a p t i s m show a n i ndeb tedness b o t h t o 

t h e L u t h e r a n and Reformed t r a d i t i o n s , t h e same c a n be s a i d o f h i s 

e u c h a r i s t i c t h e o l o g y . Of c o u r s e , on some p o i n t s o f d o c t r i n e and 

p r a c t i c e r e l a t i n g t o t h e L o r d ' s Supper L u t h e r and C a l v i n were u n i t e d . 

He re , i t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o d i s c e r n p a r t i c u l a r i n f l u e n c e s . For e x a m p l e , 

A n a s t a s i u s ' r e j e c t i o n o f t h e Mass as a s a c r i f i c e and a good work on 

t h e g rounds t h a t C h r i s t ' s s a c r i f i c e on t h e c r o s s i s t h e one p e r f e c t 

o f f e r i n g f o r s i n f u l l y a c c o r d e d w i t h L u t h e r a n a n d Reformed t h e o l o g y 

a l i k e , as d i d h i s i n s i s t e n c e t h a t the l a i t y s h o u l d p a r t a k e o f communion 
72 

i n bo th k i n d s . On o t h e r p o i n t s , howeve r , A n a s t a s i u s a d o p t e d c l e a r and 

somet imes c o n f e s s i o n a 1 l y c o n t r a d i c t o r y s t a n d p o i n t s . On t he one hand , 

he s i d e d w i t h L u t h e r and a g a i n s t C a l v i n in p e r m i t t i n g the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

o f p r i v a t e communion t o t h e s i c k and d y i n g : 

' E t l i c k e s p r e k e n , d a t de k r a n c k e n geen a u o n d t 
m a i l sonder m i t g a s t e n behoren t o o n t f a n g h e n . 
Hyr op mach men d i t a n t w o i r t geuen , kan men 
s i e hebben , so i s t b e t e r d a t e t l i c k e m i t den 
k r a n c k e n e t e n vnde d r i n c k e n . Mer i s nymant 
b e r e i t , so mach men n o c h t a n s we 1 enen mensch 
d a t a v o n t m a i 1 a n d i e n e n , g h e l i j c k da t E u a n g e l i 
we 1 v u r enen mensch mach g h e p r e d i c k t w e r d e n , 
vnde d i t i s ene s t a r c k e r e d e , d a i r m i t de 
W i t t e n b e r g e n s e s b i l l i c k beweget z i j n e n . ' 73 

72 BRN I V , p p . 2 1 4 - 1 5 , 2 0 7 - 2 0 8 . 

73 BRN IV , p p . 2 1 3 - 1 4 . 'Some say t h a t t h e s i c k o u g h t no t t o r e c e i v e t h e 
L o r d ' s Supper w i t h o u t f e l l o w p a r t i c i p a n t s . To t h i s , one may g i v e 
t h i s a n s w e r , i f i t i s p o s s i b l e , i t i s b e t t e r t h a n someone e a t s and 
d r i n k s w i t h t h e s i c k . But i f no one i s p r e p a r e d , i t i s n e v e r t h e l e s s 
p e r m i t t e d t o a d m i n i s t e r t h e L o r d ' s Supper t o one man, j u s t as t h e 
Gospe l can be p r e a c h e d f o r one man, and t h i s i s s t r o n g c o u n s e l by 
w h i c h t h e W i t t e n b e r g e r s a r e j u s t i f i a b l y m o v e d . ' 
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On t h e o t h e r hand, A n a s t a s i u s o p e n l y c r i t i c i z e d L u t h e r f o r t h e n e g l e c t 

o f C h r i s t i a n d i s c i p l i n e in p r e p a r a t i o n f o r communion. T h i s emphasis 

on d i s c i p l i n e and a n x i e t y t o p r e v e n t t h e p r o f a n a t i o n o f the L o r d ' s 

Supper by u n f i t persons is s t r o n g l y r e m i n i s c e n t o f C a l v i n , Moreove r , 

A n a s t a s i u s h e l d t o a s p i r i t u a l i s t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e L o r d ' s Supper , 

' C h r i s t u s n a t u i r l i c k e l i c h a m ' , he a r g u e d , ' o n d e r d a t m i s b r o i t op den 
75 

a l t a i r n y e t en i s ' , w h i c h f o r L u t h e r , was n o t h i n g s h o r t o f b lasphemy. 

However, t he i n f l u e n c e o f L u t h e r and C a l v i n a l o n e does no t f u l l y 

accoun t f o r t h e scope o f A n a s t a s i u s ' e u c h a r i s t i c t h e o l o g y . In h i s Vom 

Nachtmal C h r i s t i ( 1 5 5 7 ) ^ ^ p u b l i s h e d under t h e pseudonym Adam C h r i s t i a n u s 

d u r i n g the second s a c r a m e n t a r i a n c o n t r o v e r s y , A n a s t a s i u s r e f e r r e d h i s 

r e a d e r s t o a good number o f o ther w r i t e r s on t h e L o r d ' s Supper i n c l u d i n g 

Z w i n g l i , M e l a n c h t h o n , Oeco lampad ius , Bui l i n g e r , P e t e r M a r t y r and 

Johannes a Lasco . F u r t h e r m o r e , in h i s r e f u t a t i o n o f t h e r e a l p resence 

in t h i s p a m p h l e t , A n a s t a s i u s showed a c l e a r dependence on t h e E p i s t o l a 

o f t h e Dutch j u r i s t C o r n e l l s Hoen w h i c h was composed in 1521-22: 

Anas tas ius 

'Dan sy bekennend ymmer a u s z t -

r u c k l i c h , dasz vns g l o u b i g e n m i t 

dem b r o t de r ware l e y b C h r i s t ! : 

vnd m i t dem weyn das ware b l u t 

C h r i s t i g e w u s z l i c h gegeben we rde , 

v e r s t e e in vnserem e i g e n t h - umb, 

vnnd zu unserem ewigen n u t z , eben 

w ie vns e in hausz , e in a c k e r , oder 

e in weynbe rg , m i t e inem 

v e r s i g l e t e n b r i e f in unseren 

e i g e n t h u m b g e w u s z l i c h w i r t 

Hoen 

'Thus by t h e s e w o r d s , " T h i s i s My 

Body" , t h e S a v i o u r d i d not want t h e 

bread t o be t r a n s u b s t a n t i a t e d bu t 

r a t h e r He w a n t e d t o g i v e H i m s e l f 

t h r o u g h the b r e a d , j u s t as is our 

custom in c e r t a i n p l a c e s when a man 

who i s g o i n g t o s e l l some land 

g i v e s t h e b u y e r a s t a f f , s t r a w , o r 

s t o n e and s a y s , "By t h i s t o k e n I 

g i v e you t h e l a n d , " L i k e w i s e , t h e 

o w n e r s h i p o f a house is t r a n s f e r r e d 

74 BRN IV, p . 2 0 9 . 

75 BRN IV , p . 2 2 2 . ' C h r i s t ' s p h y s i c a l body is no t c o n t a i n e d w i t h i n t h e 
mass-b read o f t h e a l t a r , ' 

76 R e p r i n t e d in BRN IV, p p . 3 8 9 - 4 5 1 . N e i t h e r t h i s t r a c t no r A n a s t a s i u s ' 
o t h e r pamphle t d e a l i n g w i t h t h e L o r d ' s Supper , B e k a n t e n i s s l o a n n i s 
A n a s t a s i i von dem waren l e i b C h r i s t ! (1561, BRN I V , p p . 4 6 1 - 4 9 0 ) 
a r e l i s t e d in my b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l d e s c r i p t i o n o f D u t c h e v a n g e l i c a l 
l i t e r a t u r e as bo th were p r i n t e d in H igh German, 
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u b e r g e b e n , . , Vnd eben w i e man von 

den v e r s i g l e t e n i r r d i s c h e n g u t e r n 

w a r h a f f t i g mag sagen , Das h a u s z , 

Oder d e r a c k e r i s t m e i n ; dann i c h 

hab g u t e s i g e l vnnd b r i e f dauon , 

vnd es h i n d e r e t m ich n i t an dem 

e i g e n t h u m b , dasz sb'l i che g u t e r e twas 
I I 

w e y t von m i r s i n d g e l a g e n . A l s o mag 

e in y e d e r g l o u b i g e r C h r i s t auch 

sagen . Der l e y b C h r i s t i i s t m e i n , 

mein e i g e n g u t , m i r von C h r i s t o 

g e s c h e n c k t , und m i t dem Abentma l 

mi r zum e i g e n t h u m b v e r s i g l e t . Der 

l e y b is mi r v e r s i g l e t mi t dem b r o t , 

und das b l u t m i t dem weyn. 

by hand ing o v e r t he keys . Jus t 

so t h e L o r d gave H i m s e l f f o r us 

by means o f t h e b read , as i f t o 

s a y , "Take a n d e a t , , 
,78 

,77 

A lmos t c e r t a i n l y , howeve r , A n a s t a s i u s was o n l y i n d i r e c t l y dependent 

on Hoen ' s Ep i s t o l a . The re i s n o t h i n g in h i s w r i t i n g s t o sugges t t h a t 

he knew o f Hoen, and Hoen h i m s e l f neve r had h i s l e t t e r p u b l i s h e d . I t 

i s f a r more l i k e l y t h a t A n a s t a s i u s ' i ndeb tedness t o Hoen 's imagery came 

v i a Z w i n g l i ' s e d i t e d and expanded v e r s i o n o f t he E p i s t o l a p u b l i s h e d in 

1525. Z w i n g l i was one o f t h e a u t h o r s t h a t A n a s t a s i u s a d m i t t e d he was 

dependen t upon and , b e i n g e x i l e d in S t r a s b o u r g i t i s no t d i f f i c u l t t o 

imag ine t h a t he knew e i t h e r Z w i n g l i ' s 1525 L a t i n e d i t i o n o r t h e two 

1526 German t r a n s l a t i o n s o f t h e E p i s t o l a . 

I ndeed , g e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , Hoen 's E p i s t o l a d o e s no t appear t o have 

been w i d e l y known w i t h i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , M e l c h i o r Hof fman used Hoen 's 

image o f t h e L o r d ' s Supper b e i n g l i k e a wedd ing r i n g g i v e n s y m b o l i c a l l y 

by a b r i d e g r o o m t o h i s b r i d e in Die o r d o n n a n t i e G o d t s (1530) and t h e 

Weissagung usz h e i l i g e r g o t l i c h e r g e s c h r i f f t ( 1 5 2 9 ) . ^ ^ A p a r t f r o m t h i s , 
1̂ -— •iiiiiii' I ' " " " . ><-• I TIT-— M̂nfnTT—TTrtTTTTmnri rn III li .111 • 1 • r' iiir 1 - ' 

t h e r e i s o n l y one o t h e r c o n t e m p o r a r y e v a n g e l i c a l p a m p h l e t w h i c h 

d e m o n s t r a t e s a knowledge o f Hoen 's image ry . T h i s i s t h e anonymous Van 

dat avontmael ons Heeren ( c 1 5 4 0 ) . Yet even h e r e , Hoen's i n f l u e n c e was 

77 BRN IV , p p . 4 0 0 - 4 0 1 , 

78 C. Hoen, 'A most c h r i s t i a n l e t t e r , ' in F o r e r u n n e r s o f t h e 
r e f o r m a t i o n , e d . H .A . Oberman (London , 1967 ) , p . 2 7 5 . 

79 BKN V, p p . 1 5 6 - 1 5 7 . K. Deppe 
1 9 7 9 ) , p p . 1 2 6 - 1 2 8 . 

rmann, M e l c h i o r H o f f m a n (Got t i ngen 
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no t as g r e a t as one m i g h t suppose . Most o f the a rgumen ts o f t h e a u t h o r 

o f Van da t avon tmae l ons Heeren a g a i n s t t r a n s u b s t a n t i a t i o n and t h e r e a l 

p resence are n o t t aken f r om Hoen, L i k e A n a s t a s i u s , he was an e c l e c t i c 

r e f o r m e r . F i r s t and f o remos t he used b i b l i c a l a r g u m e n t s in s u p p o r t o f 

h i s s p i r i t u a l i s t i c v i e w o f t h e L o r d ' s Supper , I n a d d i t i o n , he drew on 

q u o t a t i o n s f r o m t h e Church F a t h e r s , in p a r t i c u l a r f r om A u g u s t i n e and 

T e r t u l l i a n , and he even bor rowed L u t h e r ' s c o m p a r i s o n o f t h e L o r d ' s 

Supper t o G i d e o n ' s f l e e c e f r o m the Sermon von dem neuen Tes tament 

(1520).GO 

c ) E v a n g e l i c a l C a t h o l i c i s m , 

The r e l a t i o n s h i p o f Du tch e v a n g e l i c a l s t o t h e Roman c h u r c h was 

o f t e n h i g h l y amb iguous . Though a t t r a c t e d t o t h e d o c t r i n e s propounded by 

L u t h e r and o t h e r P r o t e s t a n t r e fo rmers , many r e m a i n e d w i t h i n t h e Mother 

c h u r c h . T h i s d o c t r i n a l i n n o v a t i o n c o u p l e d w i t h i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

c o n s e r v a t i s m o f t e n r e s u l t e d in a c e r t a i n a m b i g u i t y w i t h i n e v a n g e l i c a l 

pamphle t l i t e r a t u r e . The a u t h o r o f Een c o r t e o n d e r w i j s I n g e hoe wy onse 

v i a n d e n w e d e r s t a e n s u l l e n , f o r examp le , on some i s s u e s i n d i c a t e d s t r o n g 

e v a n g e l i c a l t e n d e n c i e s . He had a p e s s i m i s t i c v i e w o f human n a t u r e , 

a r g u i n g t h a t a l l mank ind , be ing descended f r om Adam, is c o n c e i v e d i n 
81 

s i n , born in s i n and l i v e s in s i n . F u r t h e r m o r e , he a s s e r t e d t h a t 

C h r i s t a l o n e is ou r m e d i a t o r and c o m f o r t e r and t h e r e f o r e r e j e c t e d t h e 

i n t e r m e d i a r y r o l e o f t h e V i r g i n Mary and t h e s a i n t s : 

V r a g h e : 'Wat we rck a l s u l c k e n ge looue? 

A n t w o o r t : 'Met w e r c t t e n e e r s t e n , d a t i c k 
C h r i s t u m a l l e e n e d i e g r o o t s t e a c h t e , e n d e hem 
l i e f hebbe boue a 1, e e r e ende p r i j s e a I s den 
genen den we l cken my d i e vader t o t een 
m i d d e l a e r ende s a l i c h m a k e r ghegeuen h e e f t , d i e 
my a l l e e n e genoech is in m i j n e n saken ende noot 
t e h e l p e n , inden w e l c k e n a l i e n m i j n e n t r o o s t gg 
s t a e t . Bonder t e r u s t e op e n n i g h e c r e a t u e r e n . ' 

80 J , Trapman, 'Van da t avon tmae l ons H e e r e n , ' NAK LI ( 1 9 7 0 ) , pp .152 
and 156. W 4 6 , p .358. 

81 BKN IX, pp.610 and 621. 

82 BRN IX , p . 6 2 2 , Q u e s t i o n : 'What does such f a i t h work? Answer : ' I t 
works f i r s t ( i n t h i s way) t h a t I g i v e t h e g r e a t e s t r e s p e c t t o C h r i s t 
a l o n e , and l ove h im above a l l e l s e , honour and p r a i s e Him as He whom 
t h e F a t h e r has g i v e n me as a m e d i a t o r and s a v i o u r , who a l o n e is 
enough t o h e l p me in my a f f a i r s and needs , and i n whom a l l my 
c o m f o r t is p l a c e d w i t h o u t r e l y i n g on any c r e a t u r e s . ' 
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However , he was not c o m p l e t e l y d e t a c h e d f r o m t h e Roman c h u r c h and 

t r a c e s o f t h e o l d f a i t h s t i l l r e m a i n e d . In p a r t i c u l a r , he c o n s i d e r e d 

p r i d e t o be t h e g r e a t e s t s i n w h i c h s u g g e s t s t h a t he t h o u g h t a c c o r d i n g 

t o t h e c o n v e n t i o n a l scheme in w h i c h p r i d e was t h e c h i e f o f t he seven 
83 

d e a d l y s i n s . More i m p o r t a n t l y , he presumed t h a t a c h i l d wou ld be 

b a p t i z e d by a p r i e s t : 

' V r a g h e : 'Wanneer b e g i n t d i e dood inghe d e s v l e e s c h s ? 
A n t w o o r t : ' Inden d o o p s e l , wanneer d i e P r i e s t e r 
d a t k i n t met w a t e r b e g h i e t o f t e daer i n n e s t e e c t , 
inden naem des V a d e r s , ende des Soons, ende des 
h e y l i g h e n G e e s t s . ' 84 

A n o t h e r pamph le t w h i c h s t o o d midway between P r o t e s t a n t i s m and 

C a t h o l i c i s m was t h e P ro f i t a l i c ende t r o o s t e l i c boecxken van den q h e l o o v e 

ende hoope. Much o f t h i s t r a c t was w r i t t e n in l a n g u a g e r e m i n i s c e n t o f 

Du tch f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y m y s t i c i s m , t h e language o f t h e f i n a l s e c t i o n 

'Van d i e b r u y t C h r i s t ! ' , f o r i n s t a n c e , c l o s e l y r e s e m b l e s t h a t o f t h e 
Q r 

I m i t a t i o n o f C h r i s t . Ye t the a u t h o r was a l s o i n d e b t e d t o t he L u t h e r a n 

d o c t r i n e o f j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e . E x p o u n d i n g Genes is 17 and 

Romans 4 , he m a i n t a i n e d t h a t Ab raham's f a i t h was r e c k o n e d t o him as 

r i g h t e o u s n e s s , n o t because o f w o r k s , nor c i r c u m c i s i o n o r u n c i r c u m c i s i o n , 

but because he b e l i e v e d , gave God g l o r y , and o b t a i n e d mercy . Such 

S c r i p t u r e s were no t w r i t t e n s i m p l y t h a t we m i g h t know how Abraham 

became r i g h t e o u s by f a i t h , bu t were w r i t t e n f o r o u r i n s t r u c t i o n . C h r i s t 

d i e d f o r o u r s i n s and rose a g a i n f o r ou r J u s t i f i c a t i o n and i t is t r u s t 

i n t h i s t h a t w i l l save u s , ^ ^ In a d d i t i o n t o t h i s s u p p o r t f o r t h e 

d o c t r i n e o f J u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e , t h e a u t h o r ' s b e l i e f t h a t God 

r e q u i r e s n o t h i n g o f us f o r o u r s i n s e x c e p t a c o n t r i t e s p i r i t c o u l d be 

i n t e r p r e t e d as a c o v e r t a t t a c k on t he sacrament o f p e n a n c e . I ndeed , 

t h i s e v a n g e l i c a l i n c l i n a t i o n i m p l i e d as much by w h a t was l e f t u n s a i d as 

w e l l as what was c l e a r l y s t a t e d was a common f e a t u r e o f e a r l y e v a n g e l i c a l 

83 B^N IX, pp.612 and 619. 

84 BRN IX , p . 6 2 4 . Q u e s t i o n 'When does t h e m o r t i f i c a t i o n o f t he f l e s h 
beg in? Answer ' I n B a p t i s m , when t h e p r i e s t s p r i n k l e s o r immerses 
i n w a t e r in t h e name o f t h e F a t h e r , t h e Son and t h e Holy S p i r i t . ' 

85 BRN IV, pp.511-512. 

86 BRN IV, pp.527-28. 

87 BRN IV, p.527. 
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p a m p h l e t s p r i n t e d in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s . I t i s p e r h a p s bes t seen in t h e 

anonymous S c r i p t u r e c o m p i l a t i o n t he Fon teyne des l e v e n s . Both t h e 

t i t l e , t he p r e f a c e and t h e passages o f S c r i p t u r e i t c o n t a i n s i n d i c a t e 

t h a t t h e Fon teyne was a wo rk w i t h e v a n g e l i c a l t e n d e n c i e s . The t i t l e 

was t a k e n f r o m t h e words o f t h e p r o p h e t J e r e m i a h : 

" F o r my p e o p l e have c o m m i t t e d two e v i l s : 
t h e y have f o r s a k e n me, t h e f o u n t a i n o f 
l i v i n g w a t e r s , t o hew ou t c i s t e r n s f o r 
t h e m s e l v e s , b roken c i s t e r n s , t h a t can 
h o l d no w a t e r . ' ( J e r , 2 : 1 3 ) . 

J e r e m i a h ' s metaphor was t h e n expounded i n t h e p r e f a c e . The f o u n t a i n o f 

l i f e i s t h e p rom ises o f God c o n t a i n e d in t h e S c r i p t u r e s . C o n t r a s t e d t o 
88 

t h i s f o u n t a i n a r e p u d d l e s i n f e c t e d w i t h e r r o r s a n d h e r e s i e s . Nowhere, 

was t h e a u t h o r e x p l i c i t , bu t f o r e v a n g e l i c a l s and i n q u i s i t o r s a l i k e 

such remarks were p l a i n enough . The B i b l e , as G o d ' s word, i s t h e 

s o u r c e o f t r u t h f r o m w h i c h t h e b e l i e v e r must d r i n k . The Roman church , 

howeve r , has abandoned t h i s f o u n t a i n f o r her own e r r o n e o u s and h e r e t i c a l 

d o c t r i n e s . In a d d i t i o n , t h e c o m f o r t i n g B i b l e p a s s a g e s t h e a u t h o r c i t e s 

emphas ize t r u s t i n God 's w o r d , bu t he makes no m e n t i o n w h a t s o e v e r o f 

c o n f e s s i o n , penance, a b s o l u t i o n , t h e Mass, i n d u l g e n c e s , o r t h e 
89 

i n t e r m e d i a r y r o l e o f t he V i r g i n Mary and t h e s a i n t s . He s i m p l y a l l o w s 

t h e S c r i p t u r e s t o speak f o r t h e m s e l v e s , and by i m p l i c a t i o n t h e e v a n g e l i c a l 

i n c l i n a t i o n o f t h e Fon teyne des levens becomes a p p a r e n t t o the r e a d e r . 

The e c c l e s i o l o g i c a l v i ews o f t h e a u t h o r s o f s u c h pamph le ts as Een 

c o r t e o n d e r w i i s i n q e hoe wy onse v i a n d e n w e d e r s t a e n s u l l e n and t h e 

P r o f i t e l i e ende t r o o s t e l i c boecxken van den g h e l o o v e ende hoope a r e 

nowhere s t a t e d e x p l i c i t l y . I t is o n l y in t h e i r b a l a n c i n g o f o l d and 

new. C a t h o l i c and P r o t e s t a n t b e l i e f s t h a t we may i n f e r t h a t t h e y were 

e v a n g e l i c a l s who had n o t c o m p l e t e l y b roken w i t h t h e Roman c h u r c h . 

However , o t h e r Du tch e v a n g e l i c a l s such as A n a s t a s l u s e x h i b i t e d a more 

c o n s c i o u s l y d e v e l o p e d e c c l e s i o l o g y . W h i l s t i t i s t r u e t h a t in q u i t t i n g 

t h e N e t h e r l a n d s and f l e e i n g t o S t r a s b o u r g in 1554 A n a s t a s i u s d i d 

f o r m a l l y b reak w i t h Rome, h i s c o n c e p t i o n o f t h e C h u r c h was n o t a n a r r o w 

88 Fon teyne des levens ( c l 5 5 0 ) , A i v - i i r . 

89 S . J , L e n s e l i n k , De n e d e r l a n d s e p s a I m e r i j m i n g e n van de s o u t e r 1 i e d e k e n s 
t o t Datheen met hun v o o r g a n q e r s in Q u i t s l and en F r a n k r i j k (Assen , 
1 9 5 9 ) , p p . 2 4 2 - 4 3 . 
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o n e . R a t h e r as Erasmus had s u g g e s t e d in t h e Col l o q u i a de f i d e ( 1 5 2 4 ) , 

A n a s t a s i u s a r g u e d in f a v o u r o f a f u n d a m e n t a l u n i t y o f a l l b e l i e v e r s 

w h i c h c u t a c r o s s c o n f e s s i o n a l b a r r i e r s . C h r i s t i a n s , he a s s e r t e d , a r e 

one body because t h e y a l l ag ree on f u n d a m e n t a l s s u c h as one Godhead, 

C h r i s t ' s d i v i n i t y and h u m a n i t y , heaven and h e l l , and s a l v a t i o n by 

C h r i s t ' s m e r i t s a l o n e . T h i s e c u m e n i c a l v iew o f t h e Church was even 

e x t e n d e d t o i n c l u d e t h e A n a b a p t i s t s f o r , r a t h e r t h a n v i e w i n g them as 

c o m p l e t e l y o u t s i d e t h e t r u e Chu rch , A n a s t a s i u s a t t a c k e d them f o r t h e i r 

b r e a k i n g o f t h e u n i t y o f t h e Church by t h e i r e x c 1 u s i v e n e s s and 

s e c t a r i a n a t t i t u d e s : 

' O i c k b reken d i e arme wede rdope r d e r k e r c k e n 
e n i c h e i t , d i e a l l e menschen t e r he l i e n o r d e l e n , 
vnde v y t h o i r ghemeenten bannen, d i e h o l r 
p h a n t a s i j i n a l l e pun ten n y t w i l l e n f o l g e n , 
vnde maken onde r s i c h v i e l k e r c k e n , de den 
anderen v e r o r d e l e n , so d i c w i j l h o i r v e r l e i d e r s 
ouer e n i g e n a r t i k e 1 oneens w a r d e n . Dese ander 
g e e s t e n d o i n o i c k t eghen d i e en i c h e i t , d i e den 
euange 1 i s chen p r e d i c k d i e n s t w e i n i c h a c h t e n , 
vnde gheen n a c h t m a i l m i t den L u t h e r a n e n ( d i e 
s i e a l s o noemen) h o l d e n w i l l e n , om des w i l , 
d a t s i e d i e p r e d i c e n t e n vnde gemene gas t e n 
n y t sonde r sunde b e f y n d e n , Des g h e l i j c k s a l l e 
E n t h u s i a s t e n , d i e p r e d i c k e n vnde s c h r i f f t l e s e n , 
d o i p vnd a u o n t m a i l , k l e i n r e k e n e n , vnde van 
des g e e s t e s i n b l a s e n a l l e n e wonder d i n g s p r e k e n . 

91 

D e s p i t e v i g o r o u s l y r e f u t i n g c e r t a i n e l e m e n t s o f A n a b a p t i s t d o c t r i n e , 

most n o t a b l y b e l i e v e r s ' b a p t i s m and t h e t e a c h i n g t h a t C h r i s t d i d no t 

' t a k e f l e s h ' f r o m Mary , A n a s t a s i u s was opposed t o t h e e x e c u t i o n o f 

A n a b a p t i s t s , F u r t h e r m o r e , he saw t h e i r b r a v e r y and p u r i t y o f l i f e as 

a rebuke because many o f us ' o n d e r den e u a n g e l i s c h e n naem' l ead impure 

90 BRN IV , p . 3 1 3 . 

91 BRN IV , p p . 3 1 4 - 1 5 . ' A l s o t h e poor A n a b a p t i s t s b r e a k t h e u n i t y o f t h e 
C h u r c h , condemning a l l men t o h e l l , and b a n n i n g f r o m t h e i r 
c o n g r e g a t i o n s t h o s e who w i l l no t f o l l o w t h e i r f a n t a s i e s i n e v e r y 
r e s p e c t , and t h e y c r e a t e among t h e m s e l v e s many churches ,wh ich 
condemn opberx d s k H t i r seclu.cers o i re&t W 4 & oV6r 
a r t i c l e ( o f d o c t r i n e ) . These o t h e r s p i r i t s a l s o a c t a g a i n s t u n i t y 
in t h a t t h e y show l i t t l e r e s p e c t f o r e v a n g e l i c a l p r e a c h i n g and w i l l 
n o t s h a r e t h e L o r d ' s Supper w i t h L u t h e r a n s (as t h e y c a l l them) 
because t h e y do no t j u d g e t h e i r p r e a c h e r s and common v i s i t o r s t o be 
w i t h o u t s i n . L i k e w i s e a l l e n t h u s i a s t s , who s e t l i t t l e s t o r e by 
p r e a c h i n g and t e a c h i n g o f t he S c r i p t u r e s , B a p t i s m and t h e L o r d ' s 
S u p p e r ; o n l y o f t h e i n s p i r a t i o n o f t h e S p i r i t do t h e y speak 
w o n d e r f u 1 t h i n g s , ' 
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92 
l ives and l i g h t l y forsake the cause. 

A n a s t a s i u s was l ess s p e c i f i c i n h i s c o n d e m n a t i o n o f the Roman 

c h u r c h . He r e j e c t e d many a s p e c t s o f t h e d o c t r i n e o f Rome, Mo reove r , 

he i m p l i e d t h a t t h e papacy was t he f u l f i l m e n t o f t h e b i b l i c a l p r o p h e c i e s 

c o n c e r n i n g t h e coming o f A n t i c h r i s t : 

' P a u l p r o p h e t i e r t . 2 , T h e s s a l o n . 2 . da t A n t i c h r i s t 
i n Codes tempe l s a l r e g n y r e n , d a t i s , i n de r 
menschen h e r t e n , da r C h r i s t u s mi t synen g e e s t 
b e h o i r t t o w o i n e n , vnd i n den s t e n e n t e m p e l e n , 
da r men C h r i s t u s besc reuen w o i r t b e h o i r t t o 
p r e d i c k e n , Nu w i l t des Paussen r e g i m e n t we 1 
bedencken , z y n t syne geboden in den s t e n e n 
t e m p e l e n n y t s c e r p e r g e p r e d i c k t , vnd i n de r 
menschen h e r t e n hoger g e r e k e n t , dan C h r i s t u s 
besc reuene geboden? ' 93 

But A n a s t a s i u s was s i l e n t on t h e q u e s t i o n o f w h e t h e r o r no t Rome fo rmed 

p a r t o f t he u n i v e r s a l C h u r c h . Some idea o f h i s v i e w s , however , can be 

g a i n e d by a s t u d y o f h i s e c c l e s i a s t i c a l c a r e e r , A n a s t a s i u s began t o 

s t u d y t h e d o c t r i n e s o f P r o t e s t a n t t h e o l o g i a n s c l 5 4 0 , a b o u t f o u r y e a r s 

b e f o r e he was o r d a i n e d a p r i e s t in t h e Roman C h u r c h . B e t w e e n 1544 

and 1550 he p e r f o r m e d h i s d u t i e s as a p r i e s t and , a t t h e same t i m e , 

o p e n l y p r e a c h e d t h e e v a n g e l i c a l f a i t h and denounced ' p a u s s e l i c k 
95 

a f f g o d e r y ' . J u d g i n g f r o m A n a s t a s i u s ' own a c c o u n t o f e v e n t s , i t was 

o n l y h i s a r r e s t and i m p r i s o n m e n t t h a t p r e c i p i t a t e d h i s b r e a k w i t h Rome, 

H is e n f o r c e d r e c a n t a t i o n and c o n f i n e m e n t t o Leuven a c t e d as a c a t a l y s t , 

c r y s t a l l i z i n g h i s o p p o s i t i o n t o p a r t i c u l a r a s p e c t s o f Roman C a t h o l i c i s m , 

in p a r t i c u l a r , h i s o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e Mass was s t r e n g t h e n e d by t h e r u l i n g 

t h a t he was t o s t u d y t h e o l o g y a t Leuven where he was t o be m a i n t a i n e d by 

92 BRN IV , p . 3 3 9 . 

93 BRN IV , p . 3 6 5 . ' P a u l p r o p h e s i e d in 2 T h e s s a I o n i a n s 2 ; 4 t h a t 
A n t i c h r i s t w o u l d r e i g n in God 's t e m p l e , t h a t i s , i n men's h e a r t s , 
where C h r i s t ough t t o d w e l l by h i s S p i r i t , and i n t h e s t o n e t e m p l e s 
where men s h o u l d p r e a c h C h r i s t ' s w r i t t e n w o r d . Now t h e 
p o p e ' s r e g i m e n t w i l l do w e l l t o c o n s i d e r w h e t h e r h i s commands i n t h e 
s t o n e t emp le a r e n o t p reached more s t r o n g l y o r r e g a r d e d more h i g h l y 
in men's h e a r t s , t h a n C h r i s t ' s w r i t t e n commands , ' 

94 BKN IV, p.87. 

95 BRW IV , p . 1 2 5 . 
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96 

s a y i n g Mass and s i n g i n g in t h e c h o i r . I t was n o t so much t h a t 

A n a s t a s i u s d e l i b e r a t e l y chose s c h i s m w i t h t he Roman c h u r c h , bu t r a t h e r 

he was f o r c e d o u t by t h o s e who r e f u s e d t o a l l o w h i m t o remain w i t h i n 

h e r . Thus i t w o u l d appear t h a t t hough A n a s t a s i u s may have c r i t i c i z e d 

p a r t i c u l a r a s p e c t s o f t h e Roman c h u r c h , he d i d n o t r e j e c t her c o m p l e t e l y 

as b e i n g o u t s i d e t h e u n i v e r s a l Chu rch . I f t h i s had been t he c a s e , 

s u r e l y he w o u l d have abandoned her a good d e a l e a r l i e r t h a n he d i d . 

96 BKN IV , p . 1 2 6 . 
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CHAPTER 6 

CONSOLATION FOR THOSE AFFLICTED IN MIND AND BODY 

An abundance o f l i t e r a t u r e i n t e n d e d t o c o n s o l e t h e a f f l i c t e d was 

p u b l i s h e d in the N e t h e r l a n d s on t h e eve o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n , Der s i e l e n 

t r o o s t , f o r i n s t a n c e , t r a n s l a t e d from Johannes M o i r s ' Se len t r o i s t 

( 1 4 7 4 ) , was p r i n t e d no l ess t h a n n i n e t i m e s be tween 1502 and 1530.^ 

S i m i l a r p o p u l a r works o f c o n s o l a t i o n i n c l u d e d t h e Boecxken om t e l e e r e n 
2 3 

s t e r v e n , t he Commendacie d i e men l e e s t v o o r de s i e c k e menscen and t h e 

Commedatio d i e men l e e s t v o o r een b r o e d e r o f s u s t e r d i e g h e s t o r v e n i s , 

In h i s e v a n g e l i c a l l y o r i e n t a t e d T r o o s t ende s p i e g e l de r s i e c k e n (1531)"% 

however , W i l l e m Gnapheus, f o r m e r r e c t o r o f t h e grammar schoo l a t The 

Hague, s p e c i f i c a l l y r e j e c t e d a number o f such w o r k s : 

'Mer d e r menschen onge looue i s so d i e p i n t h e r t e 
g e d r e u e n , doo r d i e onwe tenhey t der w o o r d e n Gods 
da t s i v e e l l i e u e r ge loouen A r e n t bosmans 
l oghenen , d i e f a b u l e n ende dwase e x e m p e l k e n s 
vander s i e l e n t r o o s t , van da t M o r i a e l ende 
P a s s i o n a e l ende van d a t V a d e r b o e c , dan t g e n e 
d a t God van ons g e l e e r t w i l hebben, a l s 
g e r e c h t i c h e y t ende o o r d e e l t e doen in t c r u y c e n 

1 NK2081-86, 3985-86, 4407, 

2 NK448. 

3 NK591-92, 2693. 

4 NK593. 

5 NK1010. See pp.281-284. 
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van onse s o n d i g e b e g e e r 1 i c h e d e n ende 
b a r m h e r t I c h e y t t e b e w i j s e n i n d e r d l e n s t e 
ons n a e s t e n s . ' 6 

Here Gnapheus was v o i c i n g t he g e n e r a l o p i n i o n o f e v a n g e l i c a l 

t h e o l o g i a n s and p a m p h l e t e e r s . T h i s can be seen i n t h e c o n s i d e r a b l e 

number o f e v a n g e l i c a l t r a c t s p u b l i s h e d d e a l i n g w i t h t he theme o f 

c o n s o l a t i o n . C l e a r l y t hese a imed t o p r o v i d e an a l t e r n a t i v e t o t h e 

t r a d i t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e on t h e s u b j e c t . T h i s w e a l t h o f e v a n g e l i c a l 

c o n s o l a t i o n l i t e r a t u r e r a i s e s a number o f i m p o r t a n t q u e s t i o n s w h i c h 

w i l l be d e a l t w i t h in t h i s c h a p t e r . What were t h e o b j e c t i o n a b l e 

f e a t u r e s o f l a t e m e d i e v a l methods o f c o n s o l a t i o n ? What d i d e v a n g e l i c a l s 

o f f e r as an a l t e r n a t i v e ? G iven the i n t e n s e r e l i g i o u s p e r s e c u t i o n i n t h e 

Netherlands, how did evangelical pamphleteers seek to console those 

f a c i n g t h e p r o s p e c t o f i m p r i s o n m e n t , ban ishment o r mar ty rdom? In 

a n s w e r i n g t hese q u e s t i o n s , we s h a l l a l s o pause t o ponde r w i d e r i s s u e s . 

Most i m p o r t a n t l y , we s h a l l cons i d e r t he c l a i m s o f some h I s t o r ians 

c o n c e r n i n g t h e p e c u l i a r n a t u r e o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n i n t he N e t h e r l a n d s by 

e x a m i n i n g the w r i t i n g s o f t h e two most important e v a n g e l i c a l c o n t r i b u t o r s 

t o t he l i t e r a t u r e o f c o n s o l a t i o n , W i l l e m Gnapheus and C o r n e l l s C o o l t u y n , 

A t f i r s t s i g h t , t h e r e a p p e a r s t o be l i t t l e d i f f e r e n c e between l a t e 

m e d i e v a l and e v a n g e l i c a l works o f c o n s o l a t i o n . T h e t i t l e s o f e v a n g e l i c a l 

6 BRN I , p p , 1 9 7 - 9 8 , 'Bu t t h e u n b e l i e f o f men i s so d e e p l y e n t r e n c h e d 
in t he h e a r t t h r o u g h a l a c k o f know ledge o f t h e w o r d o f God t h a t t h e y 

w o u l d much r a t h e r b e l i e v e t he l i e s o f A r e n t bosmans, t he f a b l e s and 
foo l ish examples of the Sielen t roost . of the Moriael and Passionael 
and t h e V a d e r b o e c . t h a n t h a t w h i c h God wou ld t e a c h us, t h a t i s , 
r i g h t e o u s n e s s and j u d g e m e n t , by c r u c i f y i n g our s i n f u l d e s i r e s and 
showing mercy in t h e s e r v i c e o f ou r n e i g h b o u r s . ' P i j p e r and Cramer 
have i d e n t i f i e d t h e s e f o u r condemned works as f o l l o w s . 

i ) ' A r e n t bosmans' = Van a r e n t bosman. H i e r b e q i n t een mi rake 1 dat 
g e s c h i e d s i n t i a e r ons h e r e n . M.CCCC. ende x x x i i i inden lande van 
l e e u e . The Hague K . B , 

i i ) ' S i e l e n t r o o s t ' = H i e r b e g h i n t d i e t a f e l van desen boeck w e l c k 
w e l c k is qhehe ten de r s i e l e n t r o e s t , f i r s t t r a n s l a t e d i n t o Du tch 
in 1479. 

i i i ) ' M o r i a e l ' = Dat s t e r f boeck , f i r s t a p p e a r i n g in Du tch in 1488. 
i v ) ' P a s s i o n a e l ' = P a s s i o n a e l da t men h i e t d i e g u l d e n l e g e n d e , 

t r a n s l a t e d f r o m Jacobus de V o r a g i n e ' s Legenda a u r e a and p r i n t e d 
in 1478, 1480, 1480, 1484, 1489, 1490, 1505 and 1516. 

v) ' V a d e r b o e c ' = Van den l e v e n der h e i l i q e r v a d e r e n in de r 
woes t i n e n , t r a n s l a t e d f r o m J e r o m e ' s V i t a s s a n c t o r u m p a t r u m 
Aeqyp t i o rum and p r i n t e d in 1480, 1490^ 1498 and 1511. 
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t r a c t s a r e s t r i k i n g l y r e m i n i s c e n t o f t h o s e o f t h e l a t e m idd le ages , 
7 

T i t l e s such as De m e d i c i j n e de r s i e l e n , T r o o s t e n d e s p i e g e l der 

s i e c k e n , S t e r f b o e x k e n i n h o l d e n d e een s o e t e v e r m a e n i n g e ende v e r t r o e s t i n q e 

voer d i e s i e c k e n ^ and Der s i e c k e n t r o o s t ^ a r e no t a t a l l d i s s i m i l a r f r om 

Johannes M o i r s ' S i e l e n t r o o s t , the Boecxken om t e l e e r e n s t e r v e n and 

o t h e r s l i s t e d above . The re a r e two p o s s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n s f o r t h i s . 

F i r s t , t h e a d o p t i o n o f t i t l e s w i t h a l a t e m e d i e v a l f l a v o u r may have been 

an a t t e m p t t o d e c e i v e t h e c e n s o r s and t h e a u t h o r i t i e s . In 1557 when 

W i l l e m Gnapheus a t t a c h e d h i s name t o h i s c o n s o l a t i o n t r a c t , i t was 

p u b l i s h e d under t h e e v a n g e l i c a l - s o u n d i n g t i t l e T o b i a s ende Lazarus m i t 

g r o o t e r n e r s t i c h e y d t g h e c o r r i g e e r t . . . ende in d r i e d i a l o g u s g h e d e e l t . 

When i t was f i r s t p u b l i s h e d in 1531, however , i t a p p e a r e d anonymously 

under the much more ambiguous t i t l e , Troost ende sp iege l der siecken. ^ 

A second p o s s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n is t h a t e v a n g e l i c a l a u t h o r s may have 

chosen such t i t l e s d e l i b e r a t e l y t o p r e s e r v e some c o n t i n u i t y between t h e 

l a t e m e d i e v a l and the e v a n g e l i c a l works o f c o n s o l a t i o n . G e n e r a l l y 

s p e a k i n g , German p a m p h l e t e e r s were no t under the same r e s t r a i n t s as 

t h e i r Dutch c o u n t e r p a r t s . I t i s n o t a b l e , however , t h a t Urbanus Reg ius 

w i t h h i s See len a r t z n e y f u r gesund und Kranken zu d i e s e n g e f a r l i c h e n 

z e y t e n (1529) ( t r a n s l a t e d i n t o Dutch as De m e d i c i } n e de r s i e l e n ) used 

a t i t l e wh i ch wou ld n o t have been ou t o f p l a c e in t h e l a t e f i f t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y . T h i s wou ld sugges t t h a t some a u t h o r s p u r p o s e l y s e l e c t e d such 

t i t l e s perhaps in t h e hope t h a t some c o n t i n u i t y w o u l d be p r e s e r v e d in 

the a im o f t he pamph le ts ( c o n s o l a t i o n f o r t h e s i c k ) and in the 

r e a d e r s h i p , even i f t h e s u b j e c t m a t t e r o f t h e t r a c t s t hemse lves was 

nove 1. 

I f e v a n g e l i c a l a u t h o r s were p r e p a r e d t o f o l l o w t h e l a t e m e d i e v a l 

example in the c h o o s i n g o f t h e t i t l e s o f the t i t l e s o f t h e i r w o r k s , 

t hen t h i s was as f a r as t h e y were p r e p a r e d t o go. In e v e r y o t h e r way 

7 Urbanus R e g i u s , De m e d i c i j n e de r s i e l e n (1536) NK1790 See p . 3 0 2 . 

8 M a t t h i j s L e n a e r t s , S t e r f b o e x k e n i nho ldende een s o e t ve rmaen inge ende 
v e r t r o e s t i n g e voer d i e s i e c k e n (c1560%. See p . 2 9 3 . 

9 Der s iecken t r o o s t ( c l 5 4 0 ) . See p p . 3 0 9 - 3 1 0 . 

10 For a h i s t o r y o f t h e e v o l u t i o n o f t h e T r o o s t ende s p i e g e l der 
s i ecken see p p . 2 8 1 - 2 8 4 . 
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t h e y a imed t o c h a l l e n g e and d i s c r e d i t l a t e r - m e d i e v a l c o n s o l a t i o n 

t r a c t s . They d i d t h i s in two ways : f i r s t by condemn ing a lmos t e v e r y 

f e a t u r e o f t he t r a d i t i o n a l method o f c o n s o l a t i o n a n d , second, by 

r e p \ a c v r \ ^ th is with the i r own b ib l ica l ly -based a l t e r n a t i v e . 

i ) O b j e c t i o n a b l e f e a t u r e s o f l a t e m e d i e v a l c o n s o l a t i o n . 

I f we examine t hose l a t e m e d i e v a l t r a c t s o f c o n s o l a t i o n w h i c h 

Gnapheus s p e c i f i c a l l y condemned, t h e n some d e f i n i t e t r a i t s emerge. 

F i r s t , one is s t r u c k by t h e c o n s i d e r a b l e amount o f n o n - B i b l i c a l m a t e r i a 

c o n t a i n e d in such w o r k s . The Pass i onae1 ( 1 4 7 8 ) , f o r i n s t a n c e , a Du tch 

t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e Aurea legenda o f Jacobus de V o r a g i n e , was based 

a l m o s t e n t i r e l y on n o n - b i b l i c a l s o u r c e s as was t h e Vader boek ( l 4 8 0 ) , 

a t r a n s l a t i o n o f S t , Je rome ' s V i t a s p a t r u m . The S l e l e n t r o o s t d i d 

c o n t a i n some s t o r i e s f r o m t h e S c r i p t u r e s , bu t t h e s e were no t 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d f r o m n o n - b i b l i c a l l egends and l i v e s o f t h e s a i n t s . For 

e v a n g e l i c a l p a m p h l e t e e r s t h i s was c o m p l e t e l y u n a c c e p t a b l e . Comfo r t 

and c o n s o l a t i o n , as t h e anonymous a u t h o r o f t h e S i e c k e n t r o o s t ( c l 5 4 0 ) 

d e c l a r e d , must be based e n t i r e l y upon t he word o f God: 

'So w i j dan nu a 1 l e , , . s c h u l d i c h s i j n d i e s i e c k e 
b r o e d e r 1 i j c k e n t e besoecken ende met den woorde 
Gods t e t r o o s t e n e heb i c k d i t boecxken sonde r 
e e n i g h e f a b u l e n op o l d e r c o r t s t e g h e c o p u l e e r t 
hopende het s a l v e e l c h r i s t e n e n aenghenaem 
ende t r o o s t e l i j c k s i j n . ' 11 

A second s t r i k i n g f e a t u r e o f l a t e m e d i e v a l c o n s o l a t i o n was t h e 

c o n s i d e r a b l e emphas is p l a c e d on t h e l i v e s o f t h e s a i n t s . The Pass iona1 

and t h e Vaderboeck were e n t i r e l y d e v o t e d t o t h i s t heme , In t h i s t h e 

f a i t h , d e v o t i o n and deeds o f men and women o f o l d i n t h e f a c e o f 

a d v e r s i t y were c l e a r l y i n t e n d e d t o s e r v e as an e x a m p l e t o t h o s e 

s u f f e r i n g p r e s e n t t r i b u l a t i o n . The S i e l e n t r o o s t was as we have 

a l r e a d y seen a s l i g h t l y d i f f e r e n t w o r k . In e f f e c t i t was an e x p o s i t i o n 

o f t h e Deca logue l i s t i n g numerous exempla o f the consequences o f 

11 S i e c k e n t r o o s t ( A n t w e r p , Crom/Mie rdmans , 1543), A i i v . 'Because we 
a r e now a l l o b l i g e d t o c o n d u c t b r o t h e r l y v i s i t a t i o n s o f t h e s i c k 
and t o c o m f o r t them w i t h t h e word o f God, I have c o m p i l e d as 
b r i e f l y as p o s s i b l e t h i s l i t t l e book w i t h o u t any f a b l e s , h o p i n g 
t h a t i t w i l l be a c c e p t a b l e and c o m f o r t i n g t o many C h r i s t i a n s , ' 
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b r e a k i n g and k e e p i n g o f each commandment. Even s o , d e v o t i o n t o t h e 

s a i n t s f i g u r e s p r o m i n e n t l y t h r o u g h o u t , as may be seen by t h e exempla 

accompany ing t he second commandment 'Thou s h a l t n o t t ake the name o f 

t h e Lo rd t h y God in v a i n ' . Johannes M o i r s i n c l u d e d in t h i s commandment 

t h e v e n e r a t i o n o f t h e s a i n t s , f o r he m a i n t a i n e d t h a t God r e q u i r e s us t o 

honour t h o s e whom He has h o n o u r e d . He s u p p o r t e d t h i s c l a i m w i t h sombre 

w a r n i n g s such as t h e f a t e o f t he s o l d i e r who r e f u s e d t o honour t h e 

s i g n s o f S t , F r a n c i s , t he woman who w o u l d no t r e s p e c t S t . D o m i n i c , and 

t h e man who r i d i c u l e d t h e p r e a c h i n g o r d e r o f S t , P e t e r ! 

The c u l t o f t h e s a i n t s was f i e r c e l y denounced i n e v a n g e l i c a l 

c o n s o l a t i o n l i t e r a t u r e . Urbanus Reg ius i n h i s M e d i c i i n e de r s i e l e n 

( 1 5 3 6 ) , f o r examp le , was e s p e c i a l l y c r i t i c a l o f i n t e r c e s s i o n t o t h e 

s a i n t s , A C h r i s t i a n , he a r g u e d , s h o u l d no t seek h e l p f r o m the s a i n t s , 

because t h e S c r i p t u r e s t e a c h t h a t we s h o u l d pray t o God a l o n e . A l l 

prayers i n t h e Old T e s t a m e n t , he m a i n t a i n e d , w e r e d i r e c t e d s o l e l y t o 

God, w h i l s t i n t h e New Tes tamen t t he F a t h e r was i n v o k e d d i r e c t l y 
13 

t h r o u g h t he Son, W i l l e m Gnapheus was p a r t i c u l a r l y s u s p i c i o u s o f 

t h e supposed m i r a c u l o u s powers o f t h e s a i n t s . He d e f i n e d m i r a c l e s as 

s i g n s so t h a t we m i g h t b e l i e v e . When Moses gave t h e c h i l d r e n o f I s r a e l 

t h e Ten Commandments, f o r e x a m p l e , s i g n s and m i r a c l e s c o n f i r m e d t h e i r 

a u t h e n t i c i t y . L i k e w i s e , a f t e r C h r i s t ' s a s c e n s i o n t o heaven t h e a p o s t l e s 
1 ^ 

c o n f i r m e d t he word w i t h m i r a c l e s . The m i r a c l e s p e r f o r m e d by t h e 

s a i n t s and t h e i r images, however , do no t c o n f i r m t h e word o f God, bu t 

d i s t r a c t f r om i t and l e a d t o i d o l a t r y . Gnapheus d i d n o t deny t h a t t h e 

s i g n s p e r f o r m e d by t h e s a i n t s and t h e i r images w e r e s u p e r n a t u r a l 

m a n i f e s t a t i o n s ; bu t he i n s i n u a t e d t h a t t h e s e w e r e o f demonic r a t h e r 

t h a n d i v i n e o r i g i n : 

' D i e o p e n b a r i n g e n der g e e s t e n z i j n g a n s s e l i c 
t egens d i e s c r i f t , daeromme moe ten t n i e t dan 
i l l u s i e n ende b e s p o t t e r i j e n de r Duue len z i j n , 
d i e haer i n d e r l u c h t o n t h o l d e n . ' 15 

12 S i e l e n t r o o s t , NK2081, C i i i v - D v i r . 

13 U. Reg i us , M e d i c i j n e d e r s i e l e n , H v r - v . 

14 B^N I , pp.193-94. 

15 BRN I , p . 1 9 7 . 'The r e v e l a t i o n s o f s p i r i t s a r e c l e a n c o n t r a r y t o t h e 
S c r i p t u r e s , t h e r e f o r e t h e y a r e n o t h i n g b u t i l l u s i o n s and m o c k e r i e s 
o f d e v i l s who s u s t a i n them in t he a i r . ' The a s s e r t i o n t h a t t h e D e v i l 
c o u l d o n l y per form t r i c k s r a t h e r t han t r u e m i r a c l e s was a s t o c k 
a rgumen t in t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . See H . C . E . M i d e f o r t , W i t c h 
h u n t i n g in s o u t h w e s t e r n Germany, 1562-1648 ( S t a n f o r d , 1 9 7 2 ) , p . 1 2 . 
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A f t e r a l l , Gnapheus p o i n t e d o u t , d i d no t t he A p o s t l e Paul t each t h a t 

even Sa tan can d i s g u i s e h i m s e l f as an a n g e l o f l i g h t (2 C o r . 1 1 : 1 4 ) . ^ ^ 

Y e t , f o r Gnapheus, t h e w o r s t a s p e c t o f t h e c u l t o f t he s a i n t s was t h e 

s e e k i n g o f h e l p f r o m images, s i n c e t h i s i s a t r a n s g r e s s i o n o f t h e 

f i r s t commandment w h i c h f o r b a d a l l s t r a n g e gods a n d the making o f i d o l s 

(Ex 2 0 : 3 - 6 ) - ' ^ C o r n e l l s C o o l t u y n , one t i m e p r i e s t a t A lkmaar and 
18 

E n k h u i z e n and a u t h o r o f Pa t e v a n g e l i de r armen ( 1 5 5 9 ) shared t h e 

same c o n c e r n t h a t v e n e r a t i o n o f images was t a n t a m o u n t t o i d o l a t r y . 

For h im , t h e use o f images i n any shape o r f o r m was a t r a n s g r e s s i o n o f 

t h e Ten Commandments as i s shown by t h e c o n f e s s i o n o f T h e o p h i l u s , a 

l e a d i n g c h a r a c t e r i n h i s d i a l o g u e : 

' I c heb g e 1 i j c k e n i s s e gemaect o f doen ma ken 
In Bee Wen van S t e e n , H o u t , S i l v e r , G o u t : 
ende a 1 heb i c k d i e n i e t gemaec t : I c k h e b 
d i e g e l e d e n , ia i c heb d i e g e l e d e n , i a i c 
heb d i e angebeden , g e e r t , ende g h e d i e n t : 
m i j n h o e f t dae r v o e r o n t d e c k e n d e : m i j n 
k n i j e n daer voe r buyghende; m i j n handen 
daer voe r vouwende; m i j n L ichaem d a e r v o e r 
r e u e r e n c i a 1 i c k e n neyghende : I c k heb d i e 
mede g e d i e n t , met v a s t e n , met v i e r e n , met 
v e r l i c h t e n , met v e r c i e r e n , ende a n d e r e 
d i e n s t e n . ' 19 

A t h i r d f e a t u r e o f l a t e m e d i e v a l c o n s o l a t i o n l i t e r a t u r e t o w h i c h 

e v a n g e l i c a l s t o o k o b j e c t i o n was t h e s t r e s s l a i d upon t h e ce remon ies o f 

t h e Church a n d , i n p a r t i c u l a r , on t he l a s t r i t e s . F o r t h e a u t h o r o f 

Een n o t a b e l boeck ghenoemt d a t s t e r f boeck ( 1 4 8 8 ) , a n o t h e r o f t h e 

m e d i e v a l d e v o t i o n a l books w h i c h Gnapheus b l a c k l i s t e d , the need t o make 

a t r u e c o n f e s s i o n o f s i n b e f o r e d e a t h was p a r a m o u n t . I n e v a n g e l i c a l 

t e x t s , t h e sac ramen t o f penance was t r e a t e d w i t h s u s p i c i o n . Sometimes 

16 BRN I , p.195. 

17 WRN I , pp.187-88. 

18 See pp.270-272. 

19 BRN I X , p . 3 0 0 , ' 1 have made o r have had made 1 i k e n e s s e s in images o f 
s t o n e , wood\ ' s i l v e r , g o l d : and even i f I have n o t made t h e s e , I 
have s u f f e r e d t h e s e , yes I have s u f f e r e d t h e s e ; yes I have w o r s h i p p e d , 
honoured and s e r v e d them: u n c o v e r i n g my head b e f o r e them, bowing 
my knees b e f o r e them, f o l d i n g my hands b e f o r e t h e m , r e v e r e n t l y 
i n c l i n i n g my body b e f o r e t hem: I have a l s o s e r v e d t h e s e w i t h f a s t s , 
f e a s t s , l i g h t s , ado rnmen ts and w i t h o t h e r d u t i e s , ' 
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o n l y c e r t a i n a s p e c t s o f t h e sac rament came under f i r e and t he c r i t i c i s m 

was c o v e r t . The a u t h o r o f t h e S i e c k e n t r o o s t , f o r i n s t a n c e , i m p l i c i t l y 

r e j e c t e d t h e n o t i o n t h a t an e f f e c t i v e c o n f e s s i o n must l i s t e v e r y 

p a r t i c u l a r s i n I f i t was t o be v a l i d , f o r h i s p r a y e r s o f c o n f e s s i o n we re 

o f an e x t r e m e l y g e n e r a l n a t u r e . R a t h e r t han a l i s t o f p a r t i c u l a r 

a c t i o n s and t h o u g h t s , t he w h o l e l i f e was c o n f e s s e d as s i n f u l b e f o r e 

God: 

'0 B e r m h e r t i g e Godt Hee ren , hemelsche V a d e r , 
m i j n n a t u e r e , m i j n o n t f a n c k e n i s s e , ende d a t 
b e g h i n s e l m i j n s wesens i s sonde , i c k w i l l 
s w i j g e n van m i j n g e d a c h t e n , woo rden , w e r c k e n 
ende g h e h e e l e l e u e n , Eenen quaden boom ben 
i c k , ende van n a t u e r e n een k i n t des t o o r n s 
i n a l i e d i e n sonden , hoe s i dan h e e t e n , t s i 
h e y m e l i j c k o f t o p e n b a e r 1 i j c k , bekenne i c k 
mi s c h u l d i c h , en hebbe h i e r o f van h e r t e n 
een l ee twesen en b e r o u w e , . , ' 20 

Other a u t h o r s , however , most n o t a b l y C o r n e l l s C o o l t u y n , u t t e r l y 

condemned t h e sac ramen t o f penance , C o o l t u y n d r e w a d i s t i n c t i o n 

between r e p e n t a n c e and a c t s o f penance a r g u i n g t h a t the l a t t e r can 

never b r i n g f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n s f o r two r e a s o n s . In t h e f i r s t p l a c e , 

f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n s comes f r o m God a l o n e as even t h e Jews who murmured 

a g a i n s t C h r i s t r e c o g n i z e d (Mark 2 : 7 ) . S e c o n d l y , o u r ' g o o d ' deeds a r e 
21 

n o t t r u l y good b e f o r e God. T r u e r e p e n t a n c e w h i c h b r i n g s f o r g i v e n e s s 

o f s i n s i s a r e n e w i n g o r a t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f t h e w h o l e man in body and 

s o u l , a change f r o m an e v i l t o a good l i f e and a r e t u r n t o God by 

someone who has t u r n e d away. I t c o n s i s t s o f t h r e e p a r t s - he re t h e r e 

i s bo th a compa r i son and c o n t r a s t between t h e t h r e e p a r t s o f t h e 

sac rament o f penance ( c o n f e s s i o n , a b s o l u t i o n and s a t i s f a c t i o n ) - namely 
22 

knowledge o f s i n , f a i t h in C h r i s t , and a new l i f e . On t h e q u e s t i o n 

o f a u r i c u l a r c o n f e s s i o n , l i k e L u t h e r C o o l t u y n d i d n o t deny t h a t i t 

m i g h t be b e n e f i c i a l t o c o n f e s s o n e ' s s i n s t o a s e r v a n t o f God ' s Word, 

20 S i e c k e n t r o o s t , B v i v , ' 0 m e r c i f u l Lo rd God, h e a v e n l y F a t h e r , my 
n a t u r e , my c o n c e p t i o n , and t h e b e g i n n i n g o f my b e i n g i s s i n , n o t t o 
speak o f my t h o u g h t s , w o r d s , works and w h o l e l i f e . I am an e v i l 
t r e e , and by n a t u r e a c h i l d o f w r a t h in a l l t h e s e s i n s , w h e t h e r t h e y 
be cal led secret or publ ic . I confess g u i l t andignev&und 
repcfitr uk $11 my hea r t . ' 

21 BRN IX, pp.286-87. 

22 BRN IX, pp.295-96. 
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but he condemned the con tempora ry p r a c t i c e as i d o l a t r o u s : 

Mae sy h e f t haer sonden noch, m i t d i e g r o o t e 
sonde v e r m e e r t , d a t sy van de B i e c h t Paep 
een A f g o d t gemaect h e f t , v e r g h e u i n g h e van 
sonden, van hem soekende, ende nae h a e r 
meeninghe o n t f a n g h e n d e , ende met s o e d a n i j g h e n 
B i e c h t s t e r u e n de ( s i c ) d i e menschen d i c k m a e l . ' 

i i ) The e v a n g e l i c a l a l t e r n a t i v e . 

G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , e v a n g e l i c a l s saw s u f f e r i n g as p a r t o f God 's 

d i s c i p l i n e w h i c h b r i n g s t h e believer t o sa l va t i on , Gnapheus, f o r examp le , 

t a u g h t t h a t t o bemoan o n e ' s f a t e in the f ace o f a d v e r s i t y was t o g rumb le 

a g a i n s t God H i m s e l f : 

T imo theus : 

' . . , G h y b e h o o r t ouer t e dencken, d a t h e t d i e 
l i e u e w i l l e Gods i s , da t ghy a l d u s l i j d e n 
moet , he t is ymmers a l g o e t wat God d o e t , i s t 
n i e t ? wees t dan met s i n e n g o d l i k e n w i l l t e 
v r e d e n , soo s a l v d i t l i j d e n l i c h t e r v a l l e n , ' 

L a z a r u s : 

' I c k moet daer we 1 mede t e v reden z i j n , want 
i c k en weet des n i e t t e k e e r e n , noch i c en 
machs n i e t b e t e r e n . ' 

T imo theus : 

'Ende o f t g h i d a t a l l e b e t e r e n ende k e e r e n 
mochte , teghen Gods w i l l e , soude ghy d a t ooc 
doen? Ick peynse we 1, Neen ghy , want ghy en 
soud t ymmers teghens God n i e t w i l l en s t r i j d e n , ' 

23 BRN IX, pp .331 and 335. 'Yes they s t i l l have t h e i r s i n s , (now) 
g r e a t l y i n c reased by t h e s i n t h a t t hey have made an i d o l f r om t h e 
c o n f e s s i o n a l p r i e s t , s e e k i n g and r e c e i v i n g , as t h e y suppose , 
f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n s f r o m him, and w i t h such c o n f e s s i o n men f r e q u e n t l y 
d i e . ' 

24 BRN I , P . 1 6 6 . T . ' Y o u ough t t o t h i n k t h a t i t i s t h e l o v i n g w i l l o f 
God t h a t you must s u f f e r t h u s , e v e r y t h i n g t h a t God does i s good i s 
i t no t? T h e r e f o r e be c o n t e n t w i t h His d i v i n e w i l l , and so t h i s 
s u f f e r i n g w i l l be e a s i e r f o r you , L, ' I must a l s o be c o n t e n t w i t h 
i t , f o r I know t h a t i t canno t be changed, n o r can I improve i t . 

T . ' Shou ld y o u be a b l e t o improve and change i t a g a i n s t God 's w i l l , 
w o u l d you a l s o do t h a t ? I ^ th ink you wou ld n o t , f o r you wou ld no t 
w i s h t o f i g h t a g a i n s t 
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To pray f o r good h e a l t h i s t o seek o n e ' s own i n t e r e s t , no t the g l o r y 

o f God, In t h e L o r d ' s P r a y e r , as T i m o t h e u s r e m i n d s Laza rus , C h r i s t 

i n s t r u c t e d us t o p ray f o r God ' s w i l l t o be done on e a r t h as i t i s i n 

heaven . Our response t o a d v e r s i t y , t h e r e f o r e , s h o u l d be l i k e t h a t o f 

K ing Dav id who t r u s t e d s o l e l y in God ' s p r o v i d e n c e when pursued by h i s 
n r 

son Absa lom (1 Samuel 1 5 - 1 9 ) . A c c o r d i n g t o C o r n e l l s C o o l t u y n , God 

i s t he a u t h o r and c r e a t o r o f e v e r y t h i n g and t h i s i n c l u d e s s i c k n e s s . 

S u f f e r i n g may come f r o m many d i f f e r e n t s o u r c e s , b u t s i n c e God i s 

o m n i p o t e n t i t u l t i m a t e l y o r i g i n a t e s in Him, L e s t t h e r eade r s h o u l d 

t h i n k God c a l l o u s and h a r d - h e a r t e d , C o o l t u y n was a t p a i n s t o s t r e s s 

t h a t s i c k n e s s comes f r o m God 's l ove and no t f r o m H i s a n g e r . I ndeed , 

s i c k n e s s and s u f f e r i n g a r e seen as s u r e s i g n s t h a t a pe rson i s a t r u e 

c h i l d o f God, s i n c e God c h a s t e n s t h o s e whom He l o v e s and scou rges H i s 

sons (Hebrews 1 2 : 6 ) . ^ ^ W h i l s t s i n i s i ndeed t h e c h i e f cause o f a l l 

s u f f e r i n g , God c h a s t e n s no t t o d e s t r o y , bu t t o b r i n g t o r e p e n t a n c e : 

T i m o t h e u s : 

' L i e u e D o r o t h e a , w i l t t o c h n i e t v e r s u f t wesen , 
i c k heb v g h e s e y t , d a t Godt v c a s t i j d t om v 
sonden , n i e t d a t hy v g a n t s e l i c k e n v e r w o r p e n , 
ende v e r n i e l e n w i l : maer d a t hy v a l s o t o t 
p e n i t e n t y s a l b r e n g h e n , ende weder i n g r a c i j 
o n t f a n g h e n w i l . ' 27 

S u f f e r i n g , f o r e v a n g e l i c a l s , was n o t an end i n i t s e l f bu t a 

m a t u r i n g p r o c e s s . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e M e d i c i j n e d e r s i e l e n o f Urbanus 

R e g i u s , s u f f e r i n g and s i c k n e s s a r e a means w h e r e b y God draws H is 
28 

c h i l d r e n t o H i m s e l f and keeps them f r o m s i n . Caspar H u b e r i n u s , 
29 

author of the Troost inghewtdergodl iker s c r i f t (1542) , viewed 

s u f f e r i n g v e r y much sub s p e c i e a e t e r n i t a t i s : t h e u l t i m a t e 

25 BRN I , pp.173-74. 

26 BRN IX, pp.256-57, 259. 

27 BRN IX, p p . 2 7 9 , 282 . ' B e l o v e d D o r o t h e a , do n o t be c a s t down. I 
have t o l d y o u t h a t God p u n i s h e s you on a c c o u n t o f y o u r s i n s , n o t 
because He w i s h e s t o r e j e c t you t o t a l l y and t o d e s t r o y y o u , b u t 
because he w i s h e s t o b r i n g y o u t o repentance and t o r e c e i v e you 
aga in in g r a c e . ' 

28 U, Regius, M e d i c i j n e der s i e l e n , A v i i r , 

29 See p.290, 
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r e s u l t was no t d e a t h but t h e honour o f God and t h e s a l v a t i o n o f t h e 
30 

s o u l . For Gnapheus, on t h e o t h e r hand, t h e p r i m a r y purpose o f 

s u f f e r i n g is t o r e v e a l God ' s h a t r e d o f s i n and H i s mercy and l ove 

t o w a r d s His c h i l d r e n . I f we ask God t o remove o u r s u f f e r i n g , how t h e n 

can H i s r i g h t e o u s n e s s w o r k in us? Does no t such a n a t t i t u d e show us 

t o be f r i e n d s o f s i n and enemies o f t h e r i g h t e o u s n e s s o f God? God 

a l l o w s us t o s u f f e r so t h a t t h e o l d Adam w i t h a l l h i s l u s t s and p a s s i o n s 

m i g h t be c r u c i f i e d and p u t t o d e a t h . The c h i l d r e n o f I s r a e l d i d n o t 

e n t e r t h e p rom ised l and u n t i l t hey had passed t h r o u g h the Red Sea. 
L i k e w i s e , t he b e l i e v e r must pass t h r o u g h t he w a t e r s o f t r i b u l a t i o n and 

s i c k n e s s b e f o r e coming t o t h e h e a v e n l y J e r u s a l e m t r u s t i n g , l i k e t h e 
3 1 

I s r a e l i t e s , i n t h e p r o m i s e s o f God, L a z a r u s , somewhat p e r t u r b e d by 

t h e p r o s p e c t o f u n m i t i g a t e d s u f f e r i n g , c i t e s t h e s t o r y o f t h e r a i s i n g 

up o f K i n g Hezek iah who p r a y e d t o God when ' s i c k u n t o d e a t h ' and God 

added f i f t e e n y e a r s t o h i s l i f e ( I s a i a h 3 8 : 1 - 5 ) . In r e p l y , howeve r , 

T i m o t h e u s warns h i s f r i e n d n o t t o i m i t a t e t h e s a i n t s , bu t r a t h e r t o 

r e s p e c t t h e i r s t r o n g f a i t h , C h r i s t a l o n e i s ou r examp le and o u r 

a t t i t u d e , t h e r e f o r e , s h o u l d be l i k e h i s in t h e g a r d e n o f Gethsemane, 

t h a t i s , p e r f e c t s u b m i s s i o n , d e s p i t e t he s u f f e r i n g ahead , t o t he w i l l 

o f God . ^^ 

As f o r d e a t h i t s e l f , r a t h e r t han s o m e t h i n g t o be f e a r e d , i t was 

t o be f a ced w i t h f a i t h and hope. For t h e a u t h o r o f t h e S iecken t r o o s t 

t h e day o f d e a t h is b e t t e r t han t h e day o f b i r t h , f o r w h i l s t b i r t h 

b r i n g s h a r d s h i p , d e a t h b r i n g s d e l i v e r a n c e . W h i l s t d e a t h i s a b i t t e r 

e x p e r i e n c e , i t does no t l a s t l o n g , and w i t h God ' s h e l p and g r a c e we can 

e n d u r e i t . M a t t h i j s L e n a e r t s , a u t h o r o f t h e S t e r f b o e x k e n ( c l 5 6 0 ) , 

had a s i m i l a r l y o p t i m i s t i c a p p r o a c h , v i e w i n g d e a t h as e s s e n t i a l l y 

b e n e f i c i a l s i n c e i t b r i n g s r e l e a s e f r om s i n and t h e l u s t s and d e s i r e s 
3k 

o f t h i s l i f e , and b r i n g s us t o a knowledge o f t h e t r u t h . In h i s 

M e d i c i j n e de r s i e l e n , Urbanus Reg ius conceded t h a t t h e a p p r o a c h o f 

30 0 . B r u n f e l s , Pat g u l d e n qebedeboec , NK504, U i r . 

31 I , p. 175. 

32 BWN I , p. 182. 

33 S i e c k e n t r o o s t , A i i i i v - A v r . 

34 M. L e n a e r t s , S t e r f b o e x k e n , A i i i i r - A v v . 
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d e a t h i nduces f e a r s and a n x i e t i e s in t h e s o u l o f t h e b e l i e v e r , who 

becomes t o r m e n t e d by s i n , by d e a t h i t s e l f and by t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f 

h e l l and e t e r n a l d o m n a t i o n . He c o u n t e r e d such f e a r s , however , by 

s t r e s s i n g t h e a s s u r a n c e o f t h e f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n s , t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n 
35 

o f t he body on t he Las t Day and t h e c e r t a i n t y o f t h e heaven ly hope. 

I t was t h i s c e r t a i n t y o f e t e r n a l b l i s s t h a t was t h e c h i e f sou rce o f 

Gnapheus ' encouragement f o r t h e C h r i s t i a n a p p r o a c h i n g d e a t h . For 

Gnapheus, heaven was n o t m e r e l y a vague hope, b u t t h e su re reward o f 

f a i t h i n C h r i s t , Dea th , T o b i a s i n f o r m s L a z a r u s , s h o u l d not be 

app roached w i t h o u t t h e c e r t a i n t y t h a t o n e ' s s o u l i s e t e r n a l l y s e c u r e . 

'Met i s waer da t d i e wech d i e ons t o t h e t 
l e v e n b r e n g t , is enghe , ende d a t d i e p o o r t e 
des d o o t s i s nauwe, daerom en moghen wy i n t 
l i c h a m e l i k e o v e r l i j d e n door den doo t n i e t 
gaen , sonder p e r s s i n g h e n ende b e n a u t h e y t , 
wa t gae t d a t d i e s i e l , d a t l even ende 
s a 1 i c h e y t a e n . ' 36 

T h i s c e r t a i n t y o f s a l v a t i o n comes t h r o u g h t r u s t i n a l l t h a t C h r i s t 

a c h i e v e d on o u r b e h a l f , C h r i s t d i e d and then r o s e a g a i n f r o m t h e dead 
37 

so t h a t we, t h r o u g h h im, s h o u l d r i s e in newness o f l i f e . Death need 

no t be f e a r e d , t h e r e f o r e , because C h r i s t has o v e r c o m e i t s power : 

' H i e r wt s u i t ghy we 1 v e r s t a e n , d a t d i e d o o t , 
daerom t e v e r a c h t e n i s om da t s i hae r a n g h e l 
ende f e n i j n a 1 q u i j t i s , na d i e n d a t s i 
v e r s l o n n e n is i n d e r v i c t o r i e C h r i s t ! , d i hem 
verwonnen h e e f t , d i e t g h e w a l t des d o o t s oue r 
ons hadde, d a t is den d u u e l , t o t s a l i c h e y t van 
a l i e n g h e l o o u i g h e n , d i e a 1 v e r c r i j g h e n s u l l e n 
d a t haer g h e l o o u e v e r m a c h , ' 38 

35 U. R e g i u s , M e d i c i j n e de r s i e l e n , A v i i i r , B i r - v i i v , B v i i i r - C v i i , 
C v i i i r - v . 

36 BRN I , p . 2 2 8 . ' I t i s t r u e t h a t t he way w h i c h l e a d s t o l i f e I s n a r r o w , 
and t h a t t h e gateway t o d e a t h i s s t r a i g h t . T h e r e f o r e , ou r p h y s i c a l 
d e p a r t u r e t h r o u g h d e a t h c a n n o t bu t be a t t e n d e d w i t h c o n s t r a i n t s and 
o p p r e s s i o n s . But what i s t h i s t o t h e s o u l t h a t goes t o l i f e and 
sa1 v a t ion . ' 

37 BR^ I , p.229. 

38 BRN I , p . 2 2 0 . 'F rom t h i s you s h o u l d u n d e r s t a n d t h a t d e a t h i s 
t h e r e f o r e t o be d e s p i s e d because i t has l o s t i t s s t i n g and venom, 
f o r t h e power d e a t h had o v e r us, t h a t i s t he D e v i l , has been 
s w a l l o w e d up in t h e v i c t o r y o f C h r i s t , who c o n q u e r e d h i m , f o r t he 
s a l v a t i o n o f a l l b e l i e v e r s , who s h a l l o b t a i n i t i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h 
t h e i r f a i t h . ' 
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i i l ) Gnapheus and C o o l t u y n : a n o t h e r l o o k . 

As has been obse rved in p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r s , much has been made by 

h i s t o r i a n s in t h e pas t o f t he s p e c i a l f l a v o u r o f t h e ind igenous 

R e f o r m a t i o n in the N e t h e r l a n d s . N o t a b l y , bo th t h e T r o o s t ende s p i e q e l 

der s leeken o f W i l l e m Gnapheus and C o r n e l l s C o o l t u y n ' s Evange l i der 

armen have been c o n s i d e r e d p r ime examples o f t h i s i nd igenous e v a n g e l i c a l 

t r a d i t i o n . L indeboom's e n t r y f o r Gnapheus in t h e Nieuw n e d e r l a n d s c h 

b i o q r a f i s c h woordenboek a s s e r t s t h a t he 

' B e h o o r d e t o t de o o r s p r o n g n e d e r l a n d s c h e 
r e f o r m a t o r i s c h e r i c h t i n g , waarvan h i j een 
der bes te en z u i v e r s t e v e r t e g e n w o o r d i g e r s 
i s . ' 39 

In a s i m i l a r v e i n , L .A . Langeraad and J , P . De B ie c l a i m e d t h a t 

C o o l t u y n ' s t h e o l o g y l acked any c o n f e s s i o n a l c o l o u r o r l a b e l because he 

was a t r u e Dutch b i b l i c a l t h e o l o g i a n . H o w J u s t i f i a b l e a r e such 

c l a i m s ? Were Gnapheus and C o o l t u y n so p e c u l i a r l y Du tch in t h e i r 

t h e o l o g y ? 

W h i l s t t he T r o o s t undoub ted l y shows Gnapheus t o be e v a n g e l i c a l in 

p e r s u a s i o n , i t is d i f f i c u l t t o d e t e r m i n e h i s t h e o l o g i c a l c o n v i c t i o n s 

f r om t h i s w o r k . He does n o t , f o r i n s t a n c e , a p p e a r t o have come t o a 

f u l l y Lu the ran u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e a t t h e t ime 

o f h i s w r i t i n g o f t he T r o o s t w h i c h , a c c o r d i n g t o h i s a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l 

p r e f a c e t o the l a t e r r e v i s e d e d i t i o n T o b i a s ende Laza rus ( 1 5 5 7 ) , was 
41 

f i r s t d r a f t e d c l 5 2 5 . In the f i r s t e d i t i o n o f t h e T r o o s t , f a i t h was 

o f t h e utmost impor tance t o Gnapheus. He saw i t as a g i f t o f God, no t 

g i v e n t o a l l men, and w i t h o u t w h i c h no one may p l e a s e God, He 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d two t y p e s o f C h r i s t i a n , t hose who a r e C h r i s t i a n s in name 

o n l y , and t r u e C h r i s t i a n s , t h a t i s , t hose who have f a i t h , d e f i n i n g 

f a i t h as a sure b e l i e f in t he h e a r t i n God t h e F a t h e r and H is Son Jesus 

39 NNBW I I I , c o l . 4 7 2 . 'Be longed t o the o r i g i n a l D u t c h R e f o r m a t i o n 
movement, o f w h i c h he is one o f the bes t and c l e a r e s t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ' , 

40 Met p r o t e s t a n t s c h e v a d e r l a n d . B i o g r a p h i s c h woordenboek van 
p r o t e s t a n t s c h e godqe lee rden in N e d e r l a n d , e d . L . A , Langeraad and 
J . P . de Bie ( U t r e c h t , 1910) , I I , p . 2 0 9 . 

41 See p .282 . 
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k2 

C h r i s t who is our g r a c e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , works s t i l l p l ayed a p a r t 

i n Gnapheus ' scheme o f s a l v a t i o n . We w i l l be j u d g e d , Tob ias t e l l s 

T i m o t h e u s , by t h e works o f c h a r i t y we have done t o o u r n e i g h b o u r s : 

'Na d a t wy onsen n a e s t e n d i e wercken d e r 
l i e f d e n bewesen hebben o f t n i e t , dae r na 
s u l l e n wy g h e o o r d e e l t w o r d e n . ' 43 

L i k e w i s e , T i m o t h e u s a rgues t h a t we a r e no t t r u e C h r i s t i a n s u n l e s s f a i t h 

i s a c t i v e (we rckende ) t h r o u g h l ove q u o t i n g as a p r o o f t e x t Mat thew 7 : 2 1 

'No t e v e r y o n e t h a t s a i t h u n t o me. Lord , L o r d , 
s h a l l e n t e r t h e k ingdom o f heaven ; b u t he 
t h a t d o e t h t h e w i l l o f my F a t h e r w h i c h i s in 
h e a v e n . ' 44 

I t was t h i s l a t e m e d i e v a l c o n c e p t o f s a l v a t i o n a s t h e f r u i t o f f a i t h 

w o r k i n g t h r o u g h l ove ( f i d e s c h a r i t a t e f o r m a t a ) w h i c h L u t h e r e n t i r e l y 

. . J 45 
r e j e c t e d , 

However , when Gnapheus r e v i s e d t h e t e x t in 1557 he t r a n s f o r m e d i t 

i n t o an a l t o g e t h e r more t h o r o u g h - g o i n g P r o t e s t a n t w o r k . Much more 

a t t e n t i o n was g i v e n in T o b i a s ende Lazarus t o t h e theme o f j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

by f a i t h a l o n e . T h e o p h i l u s , who t o o k t h e p l a c e o f T i m o t h e u s in t h i s 

l a t e r e d i t i o n , r e j e c t s t he s u g g e s t i o n o f Lazarus t h a t g r e a t e r s u f f e r i n g 

b r i n g s g r e a t e r rewards on t h e g rounds t h a t e t e r n a l l i f e i s no t g a i n e d 

by m e r i t s bu t i s a g i f t o f God, C h r i s t , he r e m i n d s h i s s u f f e r i n g 

f r i e n d , s a i d t h a t we a r e u n p r o f i t a b l e s e r v a n t s ( L k . 1 7 : 1 0 ) , w h i l s t Pau l 

t a u g h t t h a t s a l v a t i o n comes t h r o u g h t he g r a c e o f God by f a i t h and no t 

f r o m o u r s e l v e s ( E p h . 2 : 8 ) , ^ ^ T h i s c l e a r e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e n a t u r e 

o f j u s t i f i c a t i o n was t h e p r o d u c t o f Gnapheus ' a d o p t i o n o f a more 

p e s s i m i s t i c and a more r a d i c a l l y P r o t e s t a n t v i e w o f human n a t u r e . We 

canno t e a r n s a l v a t i o n t h r o u g h good w o r k s , T h e o p h i l u s i n f o r m s L a z a r u s , 

42 BRN I , pp.169-70. 

43 BRN I , p . 1 5 7 . 'We s h a l l be j u d g e d a c c o r d i n g t o w h e t h e r o r no t we 
have d e m o n s t r a t e d t h e s e works o f l o ve t owards o u r n e i g h b o u r , ' 

44 B^N I , p.162. 

45 See p.92. 

46 W. Gnapheus, T o b i a s ende L a z a r u s , D i i r - v . 
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because by n a t u r e we a re c h i l d r e n o f w r a t h , born I n s i n . A l l o u r 

r i g h t e o u s n e s s i s as f i l t h y rags ( I s . 6 4 : 6 ) . In o u r n a t u r a l s t r e n g t h 

we a r e i n c a p a b l e o f good w o r k s . I t i s o n l y as we a r e born a g a i n by 

t h e Holy S p i r i t t h a t we may b r i n g f o r t h f r u i t s o f l i f e . W i t h o u t t h i s 
hi 

s p i r i t u a l r e b i r t h we remain a w i cked and u n f r u i t f u l t r e e . 

The f i e r c e d o c t r i n a l a t t a c k upon t h e Mass i s a n o t h e r i n d i c a t o r o f 

t h e r a d i c a l P r o t e s t a n t p o s i t i o n adop ted by Gnapheus in Tob ias ende 

L a z a r u s . Both t he T r o o s t and T o b i a s ende Lazarus r e j e c t e d the t e r m 

'Mass ' as u n s c r i p t u r a 1 , p r e f e r r i n g t o speak o f t h e L o r d ' s Supper . Both 

works emphasized the commemorat ive aspec t o f t h e L o r d ' s Supper as a 

p r o c l a m a t i o n and remembrance o f C h r i s t ' s d e a t h , T o b i a s ende Laza rus , 

however , had a much s h a r p e r p o l e m i c a l edge. In p a r t i c u l a r , t he 

s a c r i f i c i a l n a t u r e o f t h e Mass was r o u n d l y condemned as a 

r e - c r u c i f i x i o n o f C h r i s t : 

'Wat doen de Papen anders dan da t sy C h r i s t u m 
op een n ieuw c r u y c e n , wen sy i n t o p h e f f e n des 
b roods , ende w i j n s u da t in b e e l d e n , a I s soude 
d a e r , da t w e s e n t l i c k e l i chaem C h r i s t ! t e g h e n w o r d i g h 
s i j n g h e l i j c k a l s t an den stamme des c r u y c e n 
eenmael ghehanghen h e e f t , ende nu a n d e r m a e l s door 
den papen handen, God den Uader w e r d t o p g h e o f f e r t , 
a 1s een sonde o f f e r t o t onser v e r s o e n o n g h e . ' 48 

At t h e t ime o f h i s w r i t i n g o f the T r o o s t Gnapheus can u n d o u b t e d l y 

be c l a s s e d as an e v a n g e l i c a l . But a t t h i s e a r l y d a t e he was as much 

i n f l u e n c e d by C h r i s t i a n humanism as the R e f o r m a t i o n . H is r e j e c t i o n o f 

p i l g r i m a g e s as unnecessary because C h r i s t and t h e a p o s t l e s can be found 
49 

in t h e S c r i p t u r e s r a t h e r t han a t Je rusa lem, Rome o r C o m p o s t e l l a , f o r 

examp le , r e c a l l s t h e s e n t i m e n t s o f Erasmus as e x p r e s s e d in t h e 

Ench i r i d ion ( 1 5 0 3 ) : 

47 Ib id . D i i v - D i i i r . 

48 I b i d , J i i i r . 'What do t h e p a p i s t p r i e s t s (do) b u t c r u c i f y C h r i s t 
anew when t h e y in the e l e v a t i o n o f t he bread a n d t h e w i n e w o u l d 
have you imagine t h a t t he r e a l body o f C h r i s t i s p r e s e n t j u s t as 
he once hung on the t r u n k o f t he c ross and now a g a i n was s a c r i f i c e d 
t o God the F a t h e r by t he p r i e s t ' s hands as a s i n o f f e r i n g f o r our 
reconc i l l a t i o n . ' 

49 BRN I , pp.192-93. 
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'You may embrace t h e ashes o f Paul w i t h t h e 
h i g h e s t v e n e r a t i o n , . , i f , however , you v e n e r a t e 
dead, dumb ashes , and n e g l e c t h i s l i v i n g image, 
w h i c h s h i n e s f o r t h , s p e a k i n g and even b r e a t h i n g , 
in S c r i p t u r e , i s you r r e l i g i o n n o t a p r e p o s t e r o u s 
t h i n g ? You w o r s h i p t h e bones o f P a u l , p r e s e r v e d 
in nooks and n i c h e s , but you do n o t w o r s h i p the 
mind o f P a u l , h i dden in S c r i p t u r e ? You g i v e 
homage t o the image o f C h r i s t ' s c o u n t e n a n c e , 
d e l i n e a t e d in s t o n e o r wood, o r p a i n t e d in 
c o l o u r s ; much more r e l i g i o u s l y ough t y o u t o 
honour t h e image o f h i s m ind , w h i c h t h e Holy 
S p i r i t as a r t i f i c e r exp ressed in t h e w o r d s o f 
t h e g o s p e l . . , ' 50 

F u r t h e r i n d i c a t i o n s o f Gnapheus' i n c l i n a t i o n t o w a r d s C h r i s t i a n humanism 

a t t h i s t i m e can be seen in h i s i l l u s t r a t i o n s f r o m Greek my tho logy and 
51 

h i s h i g h r e g a r d f o r t h e c l a s s i c a l s c h o l a r s i n t h e T r o o s t , t o g e t h e r 

w i t h t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f h i s h i g h l y s u c c e s s f u l Rena i ssance comedy 

A c o l a s t u s in 1529 .^^ 

Though the C h r i s t i a n humanis t i n f l u e n c e was n o t e n t i r e l y e f f a c e d 

f r om T o b i a s ende Laza rus , i t became overshadowed by more w e l l d e f i n e d 

P r o t e s t a n t v i e w s . In t he f i r s t p l a c e , t h e R e f o r m a t i o n i t s e l f had 

matured in the y e a r s between the p r i n t i n g o f t h e T r o o s t and T o b i a s ende 

L a z a r u s . Second, Gnapheus' own e x p e r i e n c e s had r e s u l t e d in a g r a d u a l 

s h i f t towards a more r a d i c a l P r o t e s t a n t i s m . His s o j o u r n in P r u s s i a had 

b rough t h im i n t o c o n t a c t w i t h c o n v i n c e d L u t h e r a n s , bu t h i s 

s a c r a m e n t a r i a n v iews p r e v e n t e d him f r om p r o f e s s i n g c o n f e s s i o n a l 

Lu the ran ism. When he s e t t l e d in Emden he came into contact w i t h 

Reformed P r o t e s t a n t i s m w h i c h was p r o b a b l y more s i g n i f i c a n t in s h a p i n g 

h i s t h e o l o g i c a l b e l i e f s . C e r t a i n l y by 1557 Gnapheus was f a m i l i a r w i t h 

t h e w r i t i n g s o f C a l v i n , f o r in h i s p r e f a c e t o T o b i a s ende Lazarus he 

bor rowed a number o f phrases and sen tences d e a l i n g w i t h t h e c i v i l 
53 

a u t h o r i t i e s f r o m book f o u r o f t he I n s t i t u t e s . In a d d i t i o n , h i s 

d e d i c a t i o n o f t h e book t o t he Hof van H o l l a n d i s r e m i n i s c e n t o f C a l v i n ' s 

50 D. Erasmus, Ench i r i d ion in The l i b r a r y o f c h r i s t i a n c l a s s i c s X IV , 
Advoca tes o f r e f o r m f r o m W y c l i f t o Erasmus e d . M. Sp inka (London, 
1953), p .338. 

51 See, f o r examp le , BRN I , pp .219 and 230. 

52 NK3102. Other edi t ions NK1007-1008, 3103-3107. 

53 See p.284. 
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d e d i c a t i o n o f t h e I n s t i t u t e s t o F r a n c i s I . 

T h a t Gnapheus was s t r o n g l y i n f l u e n c e d by Erasmus in the T r o o s t i s 

no t in q u e s t i o n . T h i s i n d e b t e d n e s s i s h a r d l y s u r p r i s i n g f o r a t t h e 

t i m e o f h i s w r i t i n g t h e d i v i s i o n s between e v a n g e l i c a l i s m and C h r i s t i a n 

humanism were o n l y j u s t becoming a p p a r e n t , and many c o n t e m p o r a r i e s , 

b o t h a d v o c a t e s and a d v e r s a r i e s , b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e y engaged one and t h e 

same c a u s e . As we have a l r e a d y n o t i c e d , in t h e e a r l y yea rs o f t h e 

R e f o r m a t i o n e v a n g e l i c a l s a l l ove r Europe were i n d e b t e d t o Erasmus, I t 

w o u l d have been more r e m a r k a b l e i f , a f t e r long p e r i o d s o f e x i l e among 

L u t h e r a n and Reformed P r o t e s t a n t s , t h e i n f l u e n c e o f Erasmus upon 

Gnapheus had rema ined as s t r o n g . T h i s w o u l d i n d e e d s u p p o r t t h e 

a rgumen t t h a t Gnapheus ' P r o t e s t a n t i s m was p e c u l i a r l y D u t c h , But t h i s 

was n o t the c a s e . By t h e t i m e he w r o t e T o b i a s e n d e Lazarus Gnapheus 

was a t h o r o u g h - g o i n g Reformed P r o t e s t a n t . When he had w r i t t e n t h e 

T r o o s t i n t h e 1520s, Gnapheus ' t h e o l o g i c a l s t a n c e r e f l e c t e d t h e 

p r e v a i l i n g f l u x in e v a n g e l i c a l c i r c l e s ; i t c a n n o t be i n t e r p r e t e d as 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f any ' n a t i o n a l r e f o r m e d ' movement . 

And what o f C o o l t u y n as h i s E v a n g e l i de r armen? Here t o o t h e r e 

i s much l ess o r i g i n a l i t y t h a n has been supposed . In a p r e f a c e d e a l i n g 

w i t h t he Mass, f o r e x a m p l e , C o o l t u y n was b o t h t e x t u a l 1 y and t h e o l o g i c a l l y 
5h 

i n d e b t e d t o C a l v i n . Indeed he a d m i t t e d as much. Each o f h i s f i v e 

b a s i c o b j e c t i o n s t o t h e Mass i s bor rowed f r o m t h e I n s t i t u t e s : n a m e l y , 

t h a t i t i s a b lasphemy a g a i n s t C h r i s t , t h a t i t s u p p r e s s e s t h e c r o s s 

and t h e p a s s i o n o f C h r i s t , t h a t i t o b s c u r e s His t r u e and un ique 

s a c r i f i c e , t h a t i t robs us o f t h e b e n e f i t o f C h r i s t ' s d e a t h , and t h a t 
55 

i t d e s t r o y s t h e L o r d ' s S u p p e r . Of c o u r s e , C o o l t u y n ' s dependence on 

t h e I n s t i t u t e s does n o t make h im a C a l v i n i s t . One w o u l d n o t e x p e c t 

such c o n f e s s i o n a l a l l e g i a n c e w i t h i n t h e c o n t e x t o f an u n c o n f e s s i o n a 1 i s e d 

54 'So v e e l a l s t den M isse b e l a n g t : wan t d i e ee rsame C a l u i n u s den 
s u l u i j n g h e n , op he t c o r s t e , ende b e t e r h e f t a t g h e m a l e t , dan i c k 
doen can : so w l l i c k v s i j n s e n t e n c i e v o o r h a l e n , ende wat v e r c l a r e n , 
BRN IX , p . 2 4 5 . 'So f a r as t h e Mass i s c o n c e r n e d , s i n c e t h e 
h o n o u r a b l e C a l v i n can e x p l a i n i t more t e r s e l y and b e t t e r t h a n I 
c a n , I w i l l use h i s words and t h e r e f o r e e x p l a i n , ' 

55 See pp.2?1-272. 



161 

R e f o r m a t i o n . On o t h e r p o i n t s such as a u r i c u l a r c o n f e s s i o n , f o r 

e x a m p l e , he a p p e a r s t o s i d e w i t h L u t h e r r a t h e r t h a n C a l v i n , T h i s 

e c l e c t i c i s m is no t d i s s i m i l a r t o t h a t o f Johannes A n a s t a s i u s Ve luanus 

and i s t y p i c a l o f , a l t h o u g h n o t p e c u l i a r t o , t h e D u t c h R e f o r m a t i o n i n 

g e n e r a l . N e v e r t h e l e s s , C o o l t u y n ' s deb t t o C a l v i n does r a i s e a q u e s t i o n 

mark a g a i n s t t he c l a i m t h a t h i s t h e o l o g y was p u r e l y D u t c h . 

P i j p e r and Cramer , t h e e d i t o r s o f t he B i b l i o t h e c a r e f o r m a t o r i a 

n e e r l a n d i c a s u g g e s t e d , as t h e y d i d f o r A n a s t a s i u s , t h a t C o o l t u y n ' s 

l a c k o f s u p p o r t f o r t h e d o c t r i n e o f p r e d e s t i n a t i o n - p r e d e s t i n a t i o n i s 

no t m e n t i o n e d i n t h e E v a n g e l i de r armen - i s e v i d e n c e f o r the p e c u l i a r l y 
56 

Du tch n a t u r e o f h i s t h e o l o g y . However , such an a r g u m e n t i s 

u n c o n v i n c i n g , C o o l t u y n ' s p o s i t i o n as an e v a n g e l i c a l l y - m i n d e d p r i e s t 

meant t h a t he was u n l i k e l y t o a d h e r e t o any p a r t i c u l a r c r e e d , L u t h e r a n , 

Reformed o r o t h e r w i s e . T r u e , he has access t o a c o p y o f t h e I n s t i t u t e s , 

bu t C a l v i n ' s v i ews on t h i s d o c t r i n e o n l y came t o be f u l l y d e v e l o p e d i n 

t h e f i n a l e d i t i o n o f 1559, t h a t i s , a f t e r C o o l t u y n had a l r e a d y w r i t t e n 

t h e E v a n g e l i de r a rmen. M o r e o v e r , C o o l t u y n ' s s i l e n c e on p r e d e s t i n a t i o n 

cannot be c o n s t r u e d as o p p o s i t i o n t o i t . 

i v ) C o n s o l a t i o n f o r t h e p e r s e c u t e d . 

C o n s o l a t i o n l i t e r a t u r e f o r t he s i c k and d y i n g was n o t , as we have 

seen , an i n n o v a t i o n o f t h e r e f o r m e r s . R a t h e r , e v a n g e l i c a l s adop ted 

l a t e m e d i e v a l a r s m o r i e n d i so t h a t ' s u p e r s t i t i o u s ' methods o f 

c o n s o l a t i o n were r e p l a c e d by such t h i n g s as t h e w o r d o f God and t h e 

a s s u r a n c e o f s a l v a t i o n . Books p r o v i d i n g c o n s o l a t i o n f o r t h e p e r s e c u t e d , 

on t h e o t h e r hand, fo rmed a new l i t e r a r y gen re i n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

Such works were p a r t i c u l a r l y p r e v a l e n t i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s where t h e 

R e f o r m a t i o n was b i t t e r l y opposed by t h e c e n t r a l g o v e r n m e n t f o r more 

t h a n f i f t y y e a r s . W i t h i n t h i s p e r i o d , a c o n s i d e r a b l e number o f 

pamph le t s were p u b l i s h e d w h i c h a imed t o f o r t i f y D u t c h e v a n g e l i c a l s 

l i v i n g ' u n d e r t h e c r o s s ' . In 1523, f o r e x a m p l e , L u t h e r , d e e p l y moved by 

t h e e x e c u t i o n on 1 J u l y t h a t y e a r o f t h e two A n t w e r p A u g u s t i n i a n s 

56 BRN IX, p.189. 
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H e n r i c u s Vos and Johannes van den Esschen p u b l i s h e d h i s Br i e f an d ie 

C h r i s t e n in Nede r l anden in w h i c h he encou raged D u t c h e v a n g e l i c a l s t o 

r ema in t r u e t o t h e i r f a i t h as had t h o s e ' t w o p r e c i o u s j e w e l s o f C h r i s t ' 
57 

H e n r i c u s and Johannes . In t h e same y e a r L u t h e r a l s o w r o t e a hymn 

d e d i c a t e d t o Vos and van den Esschen e n t i t l e d ' E y n newes l yed wyr heben 
58 

a n ' . Two y e a r s he p u b l i s h e d an a c c o u n t o f t h e mar t y rdom o f y e t 

a n o t h e r A n t w e r p Augus t i n i a n H e n d r i k van Zu tphen who was b r u t a l l y pu t 

t o d e a t h on a c c o u n t o f h i s f a i t h by a g roup o f p e a s a n t s f r om Mel d o r f 
59 

i n D i t h m a r s c h e n , H o l s t e i n . 

A n o t h e r l e t t e r o f c o n s o l a t i o n w h i c h f i r s t a p p e a r e d d u r i n g t h i s 

e a r l y p e r i o d o f p e r s e c u t i o n was t he T r o o s t e 1 i j c k e n s e n d b r i e f voo r a l i e 

d i e om de r w a e r h e y t ende om C h r i s t u s naem v e r u o l c h t worden ( c l 5 2 4 ) . ^ ^ 

For t h e anonymous a u t h o r o f t h i s t r a c t , s u f f e r i n g i n t h i s w o r l d i s an 

i n e v i t a b l e p a r t i c i p a t i o n in t h e c r o s s o f C h r i s t . However , t h e 

p e r s e c u t i o n o f t h e s a i n t s does no t go u n n o t i c e d , God p r o t e c t s H i s 

Church, J u s t as He l ooked o v e r Noah 's a r k and t h e c h i l d r e n o f I s r a e l i n 

E g y p t , S u f f e r i n g may come, but God i s s o v e r e i g n : 

'Hy mach z i j n Ke rcke oock we l eenen t i j t l ane 
l a t e n benauwen, ende donweder ende z e e t o e l a t e n 
om t e b e s t o r m e n , maer a Is h i j t haer v e r b i e d t , 
dan s u l l e n sy t e r s t o n t moeten a f l a t e n , ende 
z i j n d e r stemmen ghehoorsaem z i J n d i e t a 1 i n 
z i j n d e r han t b e s l o t e n h e e f t , Daer om a I s wy 
ons i n t midden de r zee van dese r were I t van 
a l l e c a n t e n benaut v i n d e n met de baren d e r 
t r i b u l a t i e n , so s u l l e n wy met de A p o s t e l e n t o t 
C h r i s t u m r o e p e n : Heere h e l p t o n s . ' 62 

57 Benzing 1658-68. WA12, pp.73-80. CD IV, pp.223-24. 

58 WA35, pp.411-15, 487-88. CD IV, pp.225-28. 

59 Von Bruder H e n r i c o samt dem 10 Psalmen a u s g e l e g t . WA18, p p . 2 2 4 - 4 0 . 

60 See pp.307-308. 

61 BRN V I I I , p.129. 

62 BRN V I I I , p . 1 3 0 . 'He may a l s o a l l o w His Chu rch t o be o p p r e s s e d f o r 
a w h i l e , and p e r m i t t h e t h u n d e r and t h e sea t o r a g e , bu t when He 
f o r b i d s i t , t h e y must cease i m m e d i a t e l y and be o b e d i e n t t o H is 
v o i c e , f o r He h o l d s e v e r y t h i n g i n H is hand . T h e r e f o r e , as we a r e 
i n t h e m i d s t o f t h e sea o f t h i s w o r l d and f i n d o u r s e l v e s b u f f e t e d 
on a l l s i d e s by t h e waves o f t r i b u l a t i o n , so s h o u l d we c a l l t o 
C h r i s t w i t h t h e A p o s t l e s " L o r d h e l p u s " . ' 
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The b e l i e v e r ' s r esponse t o p e r s e c u t i o n , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e a u t h o r o f t h e 

T r o o s t e l i j c k e n s e n d b r i e f , s h o u l d be one o f t o t a l n o n - r e s i s t a n c e . J u s t 

as D a v i d c a s t a s i d e S a u l ' s a rmour when he f o u g h t G o l i a t h , we t o o must 

r e j e c t a l l human weaponry and t r u s t i n Godfe power a l o n e , f o r i t i s God 

H i m s e l f who w i l l b r i n g d e l i v e r a n c e , ^ ^ 

Among t h e s m a l l number o f e v a n g e l i c a l se rmons p u b l i s h e d i n D u t c h 

b e f o r e 1566 were t h o s e o f Hermanus B r a s s i u s ( d i e d 1 5 5 9 ) j a Reformed 

p r e a c h e r a t Emden. P u b l i s h e d p o s t h u m o u s l y a t Emden in 1560 under t h e 
6k 

t i t l e Van den h e y l l g h e n c r u y z e sommige schoone t r o o s t e l l eke sermoenen, 

t h e m a j o r theme o f t h e s e sermons was c o n s o l a t i o n i n t h e f ace o f 

p e r s e c u t i o n , and w i t h a theme such as t h i s , t h e y mus t have a p p e a l e d t o 

c o n g r e g a t i o n s l i v i n g ' u n d e r t h e c r o s s ' i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s as w e l l as 

t o t h e r e f u g e e communi ty in Emden. B r a s s i u s ' s e r m o n s , s i x i n a l l , each 

d e a l w i t h a d i f f e r e n t a s p e c t o f s u f f e r i n g and p e r s e c u t i o n . The f i r s t 

c o n c e r n s how and why t h e Church s u f f e r s on e a r t h ; t h e second , who i s 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r s u f f e r i n g ; t h e t h i r d , t h e o r i g i n o f s u f f e r i n g ; t h e 

f o u r t h , how C h r i s t i a n s s h o u l d bear s u f f e r i n g ; t h e f i f t h , t h e c o m f o r t 

o f s u f f e r i n g ; and t h e s i x t h , t h e u n c o n v e r t e d . 

For B r a s s i u s , t h e t r u e c o n g r e g a t i o n o f b e l i e v e r s i s a lways s m a l l 

and h a t e d and p e r s e c u t e d by t h e f a l s e c h u r c h : 

'Ten e e r s t e n moeten wy i n dese saecke met a l l e r 
n e e r s t i c h e y t anemercken d a t de h e y l i g h e 
C h r i s t e 1 i j c k e Gemeynte d i e op C h r i s t u m ende 
z i j n Woor t g h e f o n d e e r t i s ende de w a e r h e y t 
C h r i s t i b e k e n t a l t i j t s een c l e y n arm e l l e n d i c h 
ende v e r s t r o y t hoopken i s ende van de v a l s c h e 
K e r c k e ghehae t v e r v o l g h t g h e p l a e g h t e n d e 
ghedoo t w o r t , ' 65 

J u s t as Abe l was p e r s e c u t e d by C a i n , Jacob by Esau , t h e p r o p h e t s by 

B a a l ' s w o r s h i p p e r s , C h r i s t and t h e A p o s t l e s by t h e h i g h p r i e s t s a t 

63 BRW V I I I , pp.133-34. 

64 See p.264. 

65 H, Brass i u s , Van den h e y l i q h e n c r u y z e , A i i r . ' I n t h i s m a t t e r we must 
f i r s t t a k e s e r i o u s n o t e t h a t t h e h o l y C h r i s t i a n c o n g r e g a t i o n w h i c h 
i s f ounded on C h r i s t and H is word and p r o f e s s e s t h e t r u t h o f C h r i s t , 
i s a l w a y s a s m a l l , p o o r , w r e t c h e d and s c a t t e r e d h a n d f u l and is 
h a t e d , p e r s e c u t e d , t o r m e n t e d and k i l l e d by t h e f a l s e C h u r c h , ' 
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J e r u s a l e m , so t r u e C h r i s t i a n s s u f f e r a t t h e hands o f t h e pope, b i s h o p s 

and m o n k s . S u f f e r i n g , a c c o r d i n g t o B r a s s i u s , comes f rom t h r e e 

s o u r c e s , t he D e v i l , t h e W o r l d , and f r o m God H i m s e l f . Satan p e r s e c u t e s 

C h r i s t i a n s because he canno t s u f f e r t h a t C h r i s t has domin ion o v e r t h e 

w h o l e w o r l d , s i n c e he d e s i r e s i t f o r h i s own p o s s e s s i o n , T h e W o r l d 

p e r s e c u t e s C h r i s t i a n s because i t i s t he D e v i l ' s k i n g d o m , H e r e 

B r a s s i u s p a r t i c u l a r l y r e l a t e s t he h a t r e d o f t he W o r l d t o o p p o s i t i o n 

f r o m t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h . 

'So w o r t dan de G o d t s a l i g e C h r i s t e n g e h a e t ende 
v e r v o l g t van der weere I t n i e t om da t hy s u l c x 
v e r d i e n t ende w e e r d i c h is maer om d a t hy in 
hare v a l s c h e l e e r i n g e n v a l s c h e S a c r a m e n t e n 
v a l s c h e a e n r o e p i n g e n h a e r e r A f g o d e r i e m i s g e l o o u e 
G o d l o o s h e y t ende y d e l h e y t n i e t en w i 1 g h e l i j c k 
z i j n s t r a f t haer o n g e r e c h t i c h e y t ende s t a e t met 
a l l e r n e e r s t i c h e y t nae da t eeuw ige Hemelsche 
goe t s e t t e n d e de 1 i e f d e ende v r e e s e Gods bouen 
a l l e d i n c k . ' 69 

But whereas t he s u f f e r i n g i n f l i c t e d by t he D e v i l a n d t h e Wor l d comes 

f r o m h a t r e d , t h a t f r o m God comes f r o m H is l o v e f o r o u r improvement and 
70 

s a l v a t i o n and t o H i s h o n o u r . The C h r i s t i a n , t h e r e f o r e , s h o u l d no t 
71 

murmur a g a i n s t God 's d i s c i p l i n e , but r e c e i v e i t a s p a r t o f H is w i l l . 

Bes ides t h e s e l e t t e r s and sermons, t h e r e was a t h i r d sou rce o f 

c o n s o l a t i o n f o r t h o s e f a c i n g p e r s e c u t i o n . T h i s was f u r n i s h e d by t h e 

a c c o u n t s o f t h e d e a t h o f va r ious m a r t y r s , w h e t h e r i n d i v i d u a l n a r r a t i v e s , 

o r c o m p i l a t i o n s w h i c h fo rmed m a r t y r o l o g i e s , H i s t o r i e s o f i n d i v i d u a l 

m a r t y r s abounded; t h e y i n c l u d e d a c c o u n t s o f t h e e x e c u t i o n s o f H e n r i c u s 

66 I b i d , A i i v , 

67 I b i d . B i v . 

68 I b i d , B i i v . 

69 I b i d . B i i i v , 'So t h e p i o u s C h r i s t i a n i s h a t e d a n d p e r s e c u t e d by t h e 
w o r l d , no t because he has e a r n e d o r d e s e r v e d t h i s , bu t because he 
w i l l n o t p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e i r f a l s e d o c t r i n e s , f a l s e s a c r a m e n t s , 
f a I s e i n v o c a t ion ( o f t h e s a i n t s ) , t he i r i d o l a t r y , m i s b e l i e f , 
g o d l e s s n e s s and v a n i t y , bu t he c h a s t i s e s t h e i r u n r i g h t e o u s n e s s and 
z e a l o u s l y pu rsues t h a t e t e r n a l and h e a v e n l y e s t a t e , p r e f e r r i n g t h e 
l o v e o f God b e f o r e a l l t h i n g s . ' 

70 Ib id . B i i i i r . 

71 Ib id . Dv i iv . 
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Vos and Johannes van den Esschen ( 1 5 2 3 ) , Jan de Bakke r ( 1 5 2 5 ) , 

Wendelmoet C l a e s d o c h t e r ( c l 5 2 8 ) , W i l l e m van Z w o l l e ( 1 5 2 9 ) , Anneken 

Jans ( 1 5 3 9 ) , Ma r i a and U r s u l a van Beckum ( 1 5 4 4 ) , J o r i s K e t e l ( c l 5 4 4 ) , 

G o d e f r o i d de Hamae l le ( c 1 5 5 2 ) , F r a n c i s c u s and N i c o l a e s Thysz ( 1 5 5 6 ) , 

Hos te vander K a t e l e y n e ( 1 5 5 6 ) , Woute r van S t o l w i j c k ( 1 5 5 8 ) , and 

C h r i s t o f f e l F a b r i t u s and O l i v e r Bock ( 1 5 6 4 ) . As w e l l as be ing p u b l i s h e d 

i n D u t c h , many o f t hese i n d i v i d u a l m a r t y r o l o g i e s were t r a n s l a t e d i n t o 

German, I ndeed , t h e a c c i d e n t o f s u r v i v a l e n s u r e s t h a t somet imes o n l y 

t h e German v e r s i o n has come down t o us . T h i s i s t h e case f o r t h e 

a c c o u n t s o f Vos and van den Esschen , Wendelmoet C l a e s d o c h t e r , W i l l e m 
72 

van Z w o l l e , U r s u l a van Beckum and t h e b r o t h e r s T h y s z , The a im o f 

such t r a c t s was no t s i m p l y one o f c o n s o l a t i o n f o r t h o s e f a c i n g 

p e r s e c u t i o n , German P r o t e s t a n t s ware i n t e r e s t e d i n the h i s t o r i e s o f 

Du t ch m a r t y r s f o r o t h e r r e a s o n s . F i r s t , t h e y p r o v i d e d German P r o t e s t a n t 

w i t h a ready made c o n t e m p o r a r y t r a d i t i o n o f m a r t y r s . Second, t h e y 

s e r v e d as a w a r n i n g t o e v a n g e l i c a l s l i v i n g in Germany in 1548 t o oppose 

t h e Augsbu rg I n t e r i m , T h i r d , t h e r e was c l e a r l y a p o l e m i c a l pu rpose 

b e h i n d such n a r r a t i v e s . On t h e one hand, t hey p r o v i d e d c l e a r p r o o f o f 

t h e w i c k e d n e s s o f t h e Roman c h u r c h , and t h e e v i l n a t u r e o f t h e 

I n q u i s i t i o n , and on t h e o t h e r , t h e y s u g g e s t e d a p a r a l l e l between t h e 

p e r s e c u t i o n o f t h e e a r l y c h u r c h as r e c o r d e d in t h e A c t s o f t h e A p o s t l e s , 

and c o n t e m p o r a r y p e r s e c u t i o n o f e v a n g e l i c a l s , 

I n a d d i t i o n t o these, u s u a l l y b r i e f a c c o u n t s o f i nd i v i d u a 1 m a r t y r s , 

t h e r e were a number o f much l a r g e r c o l l e c t i o n s . T h r e e such works a r e 

known t o have c i r c u l a t e d i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s . In t h e s o u t h e r n F r e n c h -

s p e a k i n g p r o v i n c e s Jean C r e s p i n ' s L i v r e des m a r t y r s , f i r s t p u b l i s h e d 

in 1554, was read w i t h i n Reformed c i r c l e s . The e q u i v a l e n t o f C r e s p i n 

in t h e D u t c h - s p e a k i n g Reformed communi ty was A d r i a e n van Haemstede 's 

G h e s c h i e d e n i s s e ende den dood t de r vromen m a r t e l a r e n ( 1 5 5 9 ) . F i n a l l y , 

t h e A n a b a p t i s t s had t h e i r own m a r t y r o l o g y known a s Met o f f e r des Heeren 

( 1 5 6 2 ) . The works o f C r e s p i n and van Haemstede a n d t h e anonymous Hat 

o f f e r des Heeren have been t h e s u b j e c t o f a number o f d e t a i l e d s t u d i e s . 

72 See, f o r e x a m p l e , K n u t t e 1 99a , Von der V n c h r i s t l i c h e n , t y r a n n i s c h e n . 
I n q u i s i t i o n , den Glauben b e l a n q e n d , G e s c h r i e b e n aus N i d e r l a n d 
( W i t t e n b e r g , 1546 ) . 
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73 

and c a n n o t be f u l l y examined h e r e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e y must no t be 

e n t i r e l y o v e r l o o k e d , f o r t h e y were an i m p o r t a n t s o u r c e o f c o n s o l a t i o n 

f o r t h o s e f a c i n g t h e p r o s p e c t o f m a r t y r d o m , each b e i n g r e p r i n t e d 

numerous t i m e s i n t h e second h a l f o f t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

M a r t y r o l o g i s t s drew on a w h o l e v a r i e t y o f s o u r c e s in c o m p i l i n g t h e i r 

w o r k s . For e x a m p l e , t h e y w o u l d b o r r o w f r om o t h e r m a r t y r o l o g i e s , 

t r a n s c r i b e t r i a l r e c o r d s , draw on e y e - w i t n e s s a c c o u n t s and use l e t t e r s 

f r o m t h e p r i s o n e r t o h i s f a m i l y and c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s . As w i t h t h e 

a c c o u n t s o f i n d i v i d u a l m a r t y r s , t he a im o f m a r t y r o l o g i e s was no t s i m p l y 

t o c o n s o l e . They e d i f i e d and i n s t r u c t e d . They e x p o s e d t h e c r u e l t y o f 

t h e p a p i s t s . M o r e o v e r , t h e / p r o v i d e d h i s t o r i e s o f t h e ' t r u e ' C h u r c h , 

o f t e n d r a w i n g on p r e - R e f o r m a t ion h e r e t i c a l g r o u p s t o d e m o n s t r a t e t h a t 

t h i s Church had a l i n e a g e d a t i n g back t o t he a p o s t o l i c age . However , 

such works were o f a s p e c i f i c a l l y c o n f e s s i o n a l n a t u r e , C r e s p i n and van 

Haemstede b e i n g o f a Reformed I n c l i n a t i o n and Met o f f e r des Heeren 

A n a b a p t i s t , whereas many o f t he e a r l i e r wo rks o f c o n s o l a t i o n , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y t h o s e i n t e n d e d f o r t h e p h y s i c a l l y s i c k , were o f a b r o a d l y 

e v a n g e l i c a l n a t u r e . S t r i c t l y s p e a k i n g , t h e r e f o r e , such works f a l l 

o u t s i d e t h e scope o f t h i s s t u d y . N e v e r t h e l e s s , we i n c l u d e them t o 

p r o v i d e a c o m p l e t e p i c t u r e o f t h i s u n s p e c t a c u l a r b u t n o n e t h e l e s s 

s i g n i f i c a n t gen re o f R e f o r m a t i o n l i t e r a t u r e , t h a t o f c o n s o l a t i o n f o r 

t h o s e a f f l i c t e d in mind and body . 

73 On C r e s p i n see J . - F . G i l m o n t , Jean C r e s p i n , Un e d i t e u r re forme du 
XVI s i e c l e (Geneva, 1981 ) . For van Haemstede see A . J . Je1sma, 
A d r i a a n van Haemstede en z i j n m a r t e l a a r s b o e k (The Hague, 1 9 7 0 ) , 
For Het o f f e r des Heeren see t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n t o P i j p e r and C r a m e r ' s 
e d i t i o n o f t h e 1570 t e x t in BRN I I . In a d d i t i o n F . P i j p e r , 
M a r t e l a a r s b o e k e n (The Hague, 1924 ) , p r o v i d e s a g e n e r a l s u r v e y o f 
s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y m a r t y r o l o g i e s . 
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CHAPTER 7 

THE POSTILS OF NICLAES PEETERS 

In the l a t e m i d d l e ages t he t r a d i t i o n a l mode i n w h i c h e x p o s i t i o n s 

o f t h e S c r i p t u r e s were s e t was t h e p o s t i l . O r i g i n a t i n g in t h e t h i r t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y the word p o s t i l i a p r o b a b l y d e r i v e d f r o m ' p o s t i l i a v e r b a ' 

meaning a f t e r those words ( o f S c r i p t u r e ) . A p o s t i l was a g l o s s on a 

s c r i p t u r a l t e x t , o r an e x p o s i t o r y d i s c o u r s e on t h e Gospel o r E p i s t l e 

f o r a p a r t i c u l a r day read in t h e c h u r c h s e r v i c e . The c o m p i l a t i o n o f a 

book o f p o s t ! I s such as t h a t o f Hugh o f S t - C h e r ( c l 2 0 0 - 1 2 6 3 ) o r N i c h o l a s 

o f Ly ra ( c1270 -1340 ) meant t h a t a commentary was made a v a i l a b l e a l o n g s i d e 

t h e s e t p o r t i o n o f S c r i p t u r e f o r each Sunday and f e s t i v a l i n t h e Church 

ca l e n d a r . 

By t he s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h i s t r a d i t i o n a l mode o f e x e g e s i s had 

become u n f a s h i o n a b l e w i t h i n c e r t a i n c i r c l e s . Many C h r i s t i a n h u m a n i s t s 

p r e f e r r e d t o p reach s y s t e m a t i c a l l y t h r o u g h a p a r t i c u l a r book o f t h e 

B i b l e , T h i s was the method a d o p t e d by Z w i n g l i a t Z u r i c h f r o m 
1 2 

1 January 1519 onwards and by Wouter Detenus a t Amste rdam in 1535-

L i k e w i s e , t h e Reformed a d v o c a t e d s y s t e m a t i c p r e a c h i n g r a t h e r t h a n f o l l o w 

t he Gospe ls and E p i s t l e s o f t h e Church c a l e n d a r . The L u t h e r a n s , 

ho/^ever , c o n t i n u e d t o p r e a c h a c c o r d i n g t o t h e o l d method and s e v e r a l 

l e a d i n g German r e f o r m e r s i n c l u d i n g A n t o n i u s C o r v i n u s , Johannes 

Bugenhagen, Johannes Spangenberg and L u t h e r h i m s e l f a l l p u b l i s h e d t h e i r 

own p o s t i I s . I ndeed , t he p o s t ! I s o f C o r v i n u s , Spangenbe rg and L u t h e r 

were a l l t r a n s l a t e d i n t o D u t c h . The Du tch t r a n s l a t i o n o f C o r v i n u s i s 

u n f o r t u n a t e l y no l o n g e r e x t a n t , a l t h o u g h i t i s known t o have been q u i t e 
3 

w i d e l y c i r c u l a t e d . S p a n g e n b e r g ' s p o s t ! I s were n o t a v a i l a b l e i n Du tch 

1 G.R. P o t t e r , Z w i n q l i ( C a m b r i d g e , 1 9 7 6 ) , p p . 6 0 - 6 1 . 

2 H . J . De Jonge, 'Ca ro in s p i r i t u m , De lenus en z l j n u i t l e g g i n g van 
J o h . 6 : 5 1 ' , i n De q e e s t i n h e t g e d i n q , o p s t e l l e n aangeboden aen 
J . A . O o s t e r b a a n , e d . I . E . H o r s t , A . F . De Jong and D. V i s s e r ( A l p h e n , 
1 9 7 8 ) , p p . 1 5 1 - 6 0 . 

3 A n t o n i u s C o r v i n u s , C o r t u u t l e g g i n g e der e p i s t e l e n op de sondagen ende 
h e y l i q e dagen. I t em op a l i e de e v a n g e l i en v a n d e r v a s t e n m s t t e r p a s s i e n 
( c l 5 4 o ) , NKO323, The p o s t i I s o f C o r v i n u s were u s e d by a p r i e s t i n 
N o r t h H o l l a n d c l S ^ U , t h o u g h he may have used a L a t i n e d i t i o n , 

Bronnen voo r de g e s c h i e d e n i s de r k e r k e l i i k e r e c h t s p r m a k i n h e t 
b i sdom U t r e c h t e d . J . G . C , j o o s t i n g and S. M u l l e r , V o l . V t l , De 
p r o o s d i j van W e s t - F r i e s l a n d , e d . J , G . C . J o o s t i n g (The Hague, 1 9 2 4 ) , 
June 1544, p . 4 2 4 . 
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u n t i l 1563.^ By t h i s l a t e s tage the Lu the rans had ceased t o be t h e 

dominant f o r c e in the Dutch R e f o r m a t i o n . The t r a n s l a t i o n o f Spangenberg ' s 

p o s t i I s formed p a r t o f a c o n c e r t e d , though l a r g e l y u n s u c c e s s f u l , programme 

by the Lu the rans t o w i n t h e R e f o r m a t i o n in the Low C o u n t r i e s t o t h e i r 

c a u s e , ^ T h e i r impact t hus came ve ry l a t e in t h e day and, o u t s i d e t h e 

e x p l i c i t l y Lu the ran c o n f e s s i o n , was p r o b a b l y r e l a t i v e l y s l i g h t . 

By c o n t r a s t , L u t h e r ' s p o s t ! I s ware t r a n s l a t e d i n t o Dutch as e a r l y 

as 1528, i f , as seems l i k e l y , the anonymous t r a n s l a t o r worked f r om a 

s i n g l e comp le te German t e x t , i t i s p r o b a b l e t h a t he used the P o s t i 1 1 

Oder Ausz lequnq der E p i s t e l n vnd E v a n g e l i e n , d u r c h s gan tz j a r q e t e y l t 

in zwey t e y l w h i c h was p r i n t e d a t S t r a s b o u r g by W o l f g a n g K o p f i e l i n 

1527 .^ A p p e a r i n g , l i k e t h i s German t e x t , i n t h r e e p a r t s bound t o g e t h e r 

i n one volume the P o s t i l i e op d i e e p i s t e l e n ende e u a n g e l i e n van a l i e n 

sondaqhen ende sonde r1 inqhen hey 1 ichdaghen des g e h e e l e n i ae r s (1528)^ 

f o l l o w s t h e c o n v e n t i o n a l p a t t e r n f o r such w o r k s . The f i r s t s e c t i o n 

runs f r o m Advent t o E a s t e r , t he second f r om E a s t e r t o A d v e n t , and the 

t h i r d c o n t a i n s the p o s t i I s f o r s a i n t s ' days . Though the Post i l l e n bear 

a co lophom "Ghedruc t t e Base l by mi Adam Anonymus I n t i a e r ons Heeren 

M. C C C C C . x x v i i j " , K ronenberg has shown t h i s t o be a f i c t i t i o u s i m p r i n t 

and has a rgued c o n v i n c i n g l y t h a t t h i s work came f r o m the press o f Johannes 
8 

H o o c h s t r a t e n a t A n t w e r p . 

A s t r i k i n g f e a t u r e o f t h i s s u b s t a n t i a l work o f some s i x hundred 

and t e n f o l i o s is t h a t i t c o n t a i n s f o u r woodcuts o f a p a r t i c u l a r l y h i g h 

s t a n d a r d w h i c h have been a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e Dutch a r t i s t Jan Swaert o f 

G ron ingen ( c l 5 0 0 - 1 5 3 3 ) T h r e e o f t hese i l l u s t r a t i o n s r e l a t e t o the 

C h r i s t m a s s t o r y : the f i r s t is o f t h e shepherds a d o r i n g the C h r i s t c h i l d 

4 Johannes Spangenberg, U u t l e q q h i n g e der e p i s t e l e n d i e op de sondaqhen 
vanden aduent t o t op paesschen ( 1 5 6 3 ) . W t l e q g i n q h e der e p i s t e l e n d i e 
op de sondaqhen beqinnen van paeschen a f t o t o p t e n t o e ( c 1 5 6 3 ) . 
W t l e q q i n q h e der e p i s t e l e n . D ie op de p r i n c i p a e 1 s t e f ees tdaqhen in der 
k e r c k e n q e l e s e n worden ( c l 5 6 3 ) . W o l f e n b u t t e l HAS C785 8 H e l m s t . l - l l l . 

5 Spangenberg 's p o s t i I s formed p a r t o f t h e c o n f e s s i o n a 1 l y Lu the ran 
l i t e r a t u r e p r i n t e d a t Wesel in the 1550s and ' 6 0 s . 

6 Benz ing 1128. 

7 NK3464. Two o t h e r Dutch e d i t i o n s o f L u t h e r ' s p o s t i I s were p r i n t e d 
CI53O, p o s s i b l y by Pe te r Jansz a t L e i d e n , See NK3465-66 . 

8 M,E, K ronenbe rg , 'De g e h e i m z i n n i g e d r u k k e r s Adam Anonymous t e Basel en 
Bazel en Hans L u f t t e Margurg o n t m a s k e r d , ' V I I I ( 1 9 1 9 ) , p p . 2 4 1 - 2 8 0 , 

9 C.Ch.G. V i s s e r , L u t h e r ' s g e s c h r i f t e n in de N e d e r l a n d e n t o t 1546 (Assen 
1969) , p p . 7 8 - 7 9 . 
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and t h i s i s p r i n t e d f i v e t i m e s a t v a r i o u s s t a g e s o f t he n a t i v i t y ; ' ^ 

the second p o r t r a y s t h e c i r c u m c i s i o n o f C h r i s t , a n d the t h i r d t he Magi 

p a y i n g homage t o C h r i s t , The most p a t e n t l y e v a n g e l i c a l woodcu t , h o w e v e r , 

appea rs on t h e t i t l e page and i s r e p e a t e d on t h e t i t l e page o f t h e second 

s e c t i o n o f t h e p o s t i I s , f r om E a s t e r t o A d v e n t . T h i s i l l u s t r a t i o n d e p i c t s 

t h e a s c e n s i o n o f C h r i s t . In each c o r n e r t h e r e i s a S c r i p t u r e t e x t : t o p 

l e f t . 'Go ye i n t o a l l t h e w o r l d , and p r e a c h t h e g o s p e l t o e v e r y 

c r e a t u r e ' ( M k . l 6 : 1 5 ) ; t o p r i g h t , 'He t h a t b e l i e v e t h and i s b a p t i z e d 

s h a l l be s a v e d ' ( M k . l 6 : l 6 ) ; b o t t o m l e f t , ' T e a c h i n g them t o obse rve a l l 

t h i n g s w h a t s o e v e r I have commanded y o u ' ( M t t . 2 8 : 2 0 ) ; and b o t t o m r i g h t , 

' T u r n no t f r o m i t t o t h e r i g h t hand o r t o t he l e f t ' ( J o s h , 1 : 7 ) . 

S i g n i f i c a n t l y , each o f t h e d i s c i p l e s s u r r o u n d i n g C h r i s t as he ascends 

i n t o heaven h o l d s a l a r g e k e y . T h i s i s a d e l i b e r a t e e v a n g e l i c a l 

s t a t e m e n t o f f a i t h w h i c h i l l u s t r a t e s t h e a t t a c k on papa l a u t h o r i t y by 

d e m o n s t r a t i n g t h a t C h r i s t e n t r u s t e d t h e keys o f t h e k ingdom not s o l e l y 

t o P e t e r and h i s s u c c e s s o r s , bu t t o each o f t h e a p o s t l e s . 

Two c o p i e s o f t he 1528 Pos t i 1 len s u r v i v e , o n e a t Leeuwarden, t h e 

o t h e r a t B e r l i n . The copy i n B e r l i n K u p f e r s t i c h k a b i n e t i s f u l l e r t h a n 

t h a t a t Leeuwarden f o r i t c o n t a i n s an a f t e r w o r d by t h e anonymous Dutch 

t r a n s l a t o r w h i c h d e s c r i b e s t h e c o m p o s i t i o n o f t h e w o r k : 

'Den C h r i s t e l i k e n l e s e r ghenade ende v r e d e van 
Code den vader en van s i n e n sone I h e s u C h r i s t o , 
Mine l i e u e b r o e d e r s ende s u s t e r s i nden H e e r e , 
H i e r heb t g h i d a t c o s t e 1 i s t e 1 i k l u w e l e , d i e 
P o s t i l i e n o f t Sermonen, eens z e e r v e r l i c h t e n 
ende van Code g e l e e r d e n mans, oue r d i e E u a n g e l i e n 
vanden gehee len i a r e , ende ouer dye E p i s t e l e n 
vanden Aduent t o t Paesschen , in w e l c k e w l j n ie t 
en hebben w i l l e n v e r a n d e r e n , dan a l l e e n op t e n . i , 
paeschdach ende o p t e n e e r s t e n ende . v . ende , x x i , 
sondach , daer d i e v o o r s c r e u e n l e e r a e r d a t 
E u a n g e l i o n n i e t hee l en hadde w t g e l e y t . Ende 
op sommige dagen dae r w i j doen noch gheen sermonen 
van hem en hadden, V o o r t heb t g h i h i e r noch d i e 
E p i s t e l e n van Paesschen t o t t e n A d u e n t , ende vanden 
h e y l i g e n dagen, w e l c k d i e s e l u e l e e r a e r oec n i e t 
ghemaect en hadde, We lck w i j dae r omme hebben 
gedaen, op dat d ie P o s t i l i e geheel soude z i j n . 
In w e l c k e n d a t r e c h t e fundament C h r i s t i a l s o 
o p r e c h t e l i c k ende p u e r l i c k w e r t g e l e y t , ende 
a l s o onvermengt g e l e e r t , ende a l s o c l a e r l i c k 
w t g e l e y t , d a t s i n t de r A p o s t e l e n ende E u a n g e l i s t e n 

10 V l s s e r m i s c o u n t s and says t h i s woodcu t was p r i n t e d o n l y f o u r t i m e s . 
Ib id . p.79. 
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t i j d e n , n o i t des g e l i j c s en is w t g e g a e n , 
a l s o e l c k s e l u e seggen s a l , d i e d i t mat 
r e c h t e n o r d e l e des gees t s lesen s a l . ' 11 

in o t h e r w o r d s , bes i des L u t h e r ' s sermons, t h e 1528 Post i 1 l e n a I s o 

c o n t a i n t hose o f an anonymous N e t h e r l a n d e r , The t h e o l o g i c a l q u a l i t y o f 

t h e s e a d d i t i o n a l sermons is f r a n k l y d i s a p p o i n t i n g in c h a r a c t e r . O f t e n 

t h e y a r e l i t t l e more t han pa raph rases o f t h e S c r i p t u r a l t e x t . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t i s n o t e w o r t h y t h a t a N e t h e r l a n d e r was w r i t i n g and 
12 

p u b l i s h i n g h i s own e v a n g e l i c a l sermons as e a r l y a s 1528, Perhaps t h e 

man r e s p o n s i b l e was t h e f o r m e r p r i o r o f t h e A u g u s t i n i a n house a t An twe rp 

Jacob P r a e p o s i t u s , a c l o s e f r i e n d o f L u t h e r who had moved t o Bremen in 

1524. 11 must be admit ted, however,kkab t k e i s l i t t l e more than 

guesswork . 

Bes ides t h e works o f C o r v i n u s , Spangenberg a n d Lu the r t h e r e was one 

o t h e r c o m p i l a t i o n o f e v a n g e l i c a l p o s t i I s p u b l i s h e d in the N e t h e r l a n d s 

between 1520 and 1566. T h i s was the two -vo lume c o l l e c t i o n o f sermons 

by t h e s o - c a l l e d F r a n c i s c a n N i c l a e s P e e t e r s . The f i r s t volume o f t h i s 

w o r k was en t i t l ed 

' H i e r begh innen de Sermonen o f t u i t l e g g h i n g e n 
op a l l e de E v a n g e l i e n van der Vas ten , m e t t e r 
P a s s i e n , a lsomen d i e in der ke r cken h o u d t 
zee r c o s t e l i j c k u i t g h e l e y t , ' 

and c a r r i e d the c o l o p h o n 

11 I b i d . p p . 7 9 - 8 0 , 'To t h e C h r i s t i a n r e a d e r , g r a c e and peace f r om God 
t h e F a t h e r and f r o m His son Jesus C h r i s t , My b e l o v e d b r o t h e r s and 
s i s t e r s i n t h e L o r d , here you have t h a t p r e c i o u s j e w e l , t h e p o s t i I s 
o r sermons on t h e Gospe ls f o r t h e who le y e a r and on the E p i s t l e s 
f r o m Advent t o E a s t e r by a v e r y e n l i g h t e n e d and l e a r n e d man o f God, 
We have n o t wan ted t o make any a l t e r a t i o n s e x c e p t f o r E a s t e r Sunday 
and t h e f i r s t , f i f t h and t w e n t y f i r s t Sundays, because the a f o r e s a i d 
t e a c h e r had no t w h o l l y comp le ted h i s e x p o s i t i o n o f t h e s e Gospe ls and 
f o r some days where we t h e n had no sermon f r o m h i m . T h e r e f o r e , you 
w i l l f i n d he re t h e E p i s t l e s f r o m E a s t e r t o A d v e n t and f o r t h e s a i n t s ' 
days w h i c h t h e same t e a c h e r had no t w r i t t e n , b u t w h i c h we have 
w r i t t e n so t h a t t h e P o s t i l m igh t be c o m p l e t e . The t r u e f o u n d a t i o n 
o f C h r i s t i s here s e t ou t so s i n c e r e l y and p u r e l y , t a u g h t in s u c h an 
u n a d u l t e r a t e d way and so c l e a r l y e x p l a i n e d , t h a t t h e r e has neve r been 
i t s l i k e s i n c e t h e days o f t h e a p o s t l e s and e v a n g e l i s t s as a l l who 
read t h i s (book) w i t h t h e t r u e d i s c e r n m e n t o f t h e S p i r i t w i l l 
d i s c o v e r f o r t h e m s e l v e s , 

12 C.C. De B r u i n , 'H i nne R o d e ' , Met s t i c h t van b i n n e n en b u y t e n , bunde l 
o p s t e l l e n o v e r de g e s c h i e d e n i s van de p r o v i n c l e U t r e c h t aangeboden 
aan d r M.P. van Buytenen b i j d i e n s z e v e n t i q s t e v e r | a a r d a q TOud -
Utrecht , 1981), pp.207-208. 
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' G h e p r l n t i n t l a e r ons H e e r e n . M . D . x x , Ende 
ghemaect by den d e u o t e n P a t e r B r e e d e r N I c l a e s 
P e e t e r s M i n n e b r o e d e r ende G a r d i a e n . ' 13 

Volume t w o , w h i c h was p r i n t e d w i t h o u t d a t e o r name o f a u t h o r bo re t h e 

t i t l e 

' C h r i s t e l i k e Sermonen op a l i e de E v a n g e l i e n 
van a l l e de sondaghen en p r i n c i p a e l h e y l i c h d a g e n 
i n t l a e r , Ooc op a l l e d i e dagen i n d e V a s t e n , 

Ghemaect b i eenen d e u o t e n C h r i s t e n M i n n e b r o e d e r , 
G h e c o r r i g e e r t ende v e r b e t e r t , ' 14 

As i t s t i t l e s u g g e s t s , t h e f i r s t v o l u m e c o n t a i n s se rmons f rom t h e 

G o s p e l s f o r e a c h day o f t h e L e n t e n f a s t and Ho ly W e e k , Volume t w o g i v e s 

sermons f r o m t h e G o s p e l s f o r Sundays and h o l y d a y s r u n n i n g f r o m E a s t e r 

t o Q u i n q u a g e s i m a ( t h e Sunday b e f o r e L e n t ) f o l l o w e d by t h e G o s p e l s f o r 

s a i n t s days t h u s c o m p l e t i n g t h e Chu rch c a l e n d a r . 

The Sermonen o f N i c l a e s P e e t e r s we re a w o r k o f e n d u r i n g p o p u l a r i t y . 

They w e r e t w i c e r e p r i n t e d , f i r s t i n 1565 when new se rmons were added f o r 
] 5 

t h e E p i s t l e s f o r e a c h Sunday , h o l y day and s a i n t ' s day and y e t a g a i n 

i n 1 5 8 0 , ^ ^ As l a t e as I 5 6 6 - 6 7 t h e Sermonen w e r e d i s c o v e r e d among t h e 

f o r t y o r so L u t h e r a n books i n p o s s e s s i o n o f one G e l i s van Bathman, a 

b o o k b i n d e r and b o o k s e l l e r f r o m Z w o l l e , w h i c h w e r e p r o b a b l y bound f o r 
17 

t h e L u t h e r a n commun i t y a t A n t w e r p , M o r e o v e r , t h e l o n g s t a n d i n g a p p e a l 

o f t h e Sermonen e x t e n d e d o u t s i d e t h e b o u n d a r i e s o f c o n f e s s i o n a l 

L u t h e r a n i sm. Johannes U i t e n b o g a e r t ( 1 5 5 7 - 1 6 4 4 ) , a member o f t h e 

n o n - c o n f e s s i o n a l e v a n g e l i c a l c h u r c h o f H u i b e r t D u i f h u i s a t U t r e c h t , i s 
18 

known t o have r e a d them i n h i s y o u t h , w h i l s t a s l a t e as 1593 t h e y were 

13 NK1691. 

14 NK1692. 

15 C h r i s t e 1 i k e s e r m o o n e n , o f t v t h l e g g i n g h e , de r e p i s t e l e n ende e u a n q e l i e n , 
Gemaeckt d o o r eenen d e u o t e n m i n d e r b r o e d e r . P a t a n d e r d e y l . Van 
v a s t e r l a u e n d t b e t op paeschen ( 1 5 6 5 ) . Pat d e r d e d e y l . Van paeschen 
b e t op d a t a d u e n t ( 1 5 6 5 ) . M a c h i e l s P I 6 9 - 7 0 . 

16 O n l y t h e second v o l u m e o f t h e 1580 e d i t i o n i s known t o be e x t a n t , 
Ams te rdam UB970 C24. 

17 B . A . V e r m a s e r e n , 'An unknown b o o k b i n d e r and b o o k s e l l e r o f Z w o l l e : 
Gel i s van Bathman ( c l 5 6 7 ) . Quae rendo X ( I 9 8 O ) , p . 1 4 8 no 114. 

18 A . J , Van ' t H o o f t , De t h e o l o q i e van H e i n r i c h B u i l i n g e r i n b e t r e k k i n g 
t o t de n e d e r l a n d s c h e r e f o r m a t i e (Ams te rdam, 1 8 8 8 ) , p . 1 0 0 . 
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a p p a r e n t l y be ing used by t h e Reformed m i n i s t e r a t S c h a l k w i j k in 
19 

U t r e c h t . D e s p i t e such p o p u l a r i t y , r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e is known 

t he Sermonen. Who was P e e t e r s ? When d i d he w r i t e ? What d i d he 
b e l i e v e ? What were h i s s o u r c e s in t he c o m p o s i t i o n o f t he Sermonen? 

In a n s w e r i n g such q u e s t i o n s we s h a l l a l s o t o u c h on and p r o v i d e c l u e s t o 

some l a r g e r p r o b l e m s . What methods d i d Dutch e v a n g e l i c a l a u t h o r s and 

p r i n t e r s employ t o escape p r o s e c u t i o n ? How d e p e n d e n t were Dutch a u t h o r s 

on t h e w r i t i n g s o f German r e f o r m e r s ? F i n a l l y , how r a d i c a l were 

e v a n g e l i c a l e x e g e t e s in b r e a k i n g away f r o m m e d i e v a l methods o f e x p o u n d i n g 

t h e S c r i p t u r e s ? 

i ) A u t h o r s h i p and d a t i n g 

For many y e a r s t h e c o l o p h o n o f t he f i r s t vo l ume o f t h e Sermonen 

w h i c h a s c r i b e d t h e work t o one N i c l a e s P e e t e r s and d a t e d i t 1520 was 

a c c e p t e d a t f a c e v a l u e . De Hoop S c h e f f e r , f o r e x a m p l e , i n c l u d e d t h e 

Sermonen in h i s l i s t o f t he e a r l i e s t e v a n g e l i c a l books t o be p r i n t e d i n 
20 

D u t c h . L i k e w i s e L indeboom named P e e t e r s a l o n g s i d e o t h e r ' f o r e r u n n e r s ' 
21 

o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n o r p r e - L u t h e r Dutch e v a n g e l i c a l s . More r e c e n t l y , 

even Decave le d i d n o t q u e s t i o n e i t h e r t h e a t t r i b u t i o n t o P e e t e r s o r t h e 
22 

v e r y e a r l y d a t e . In r e a l i t y , however , b o t h a r e f a l s e . 

A lmos t c e r t a i n l y t h e name N i c l a e s P e e t e r s i s a pseudonym. In t he 

f i r s t p l a c e , ' N i c l a e s P e e t e r s ' i s a c o m b i n a t i o n o f t w o o f t h e most 
23 

common Du tch names, P i e t and K l a a s , y e t t h e r e i s no c o n t e m p o r a r y 

r e f e r e n c e t o a Du tch e v a n g e l i c a l o f such a name. T h i s i m m e d i a t e l y 

a r o u s e s s u s p i c i o n . The a u t h o r used t hese names r a t h e r as an Eng l i shman 

m i g h t use Tom, D i c k o r H a r r y . S e c o n d l y , by c a l l i n g h i m s e l f a ' d e u o t e n 

M i n n e b r o e d e r ' t h e a u t h o r d e l i b e r a t e l y p l a c e d h i m s e l f i n a C a t h o l i c 

19 See p.175. 

20 J . G . De Hoop S c h e f f e r , G e s c h i e d e n i s de r k e r k h e r v o r m i n q in N e d e r l a n d 
van haar o n t s t a a n t o t 1531 (Amsterdam, 1873 ) , p p . 1 1 7 - 1 2 1 . 

21 J . L indeboom, De c o n f e s s i o n e e l e o n t w i k k e l i n g d e r r e f o r m a t i e i n de 
Nede r l anden (The Hague, 1946)^ p . 3 7 . 

22 J . D e c a v e l e , De dageraad van de r e f o r m a t ie in Vtsanderen ( 1 5 2 0 - 1 5 6 5 ) , 
(Brussels, 1975), I , p.59%. 

23 C.C. de B r u i n , 'De sermoenen van N i c i a e s P e e t e r s ' , K e r k h i s t o r i s che 
s t u d ien ( L e i d e n , 1977 ) , p . 2 4 , 
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c o n t e x t in an a t t e m p t t o dupe t h e e c c l e s i a s t i c a l and s e c u l a r a u t h o r i t i e s . 

Some o r t h o d o x sermons by a ' d e v o t e n M i n n e b r o e r ' , f o r example , were 
2 4 

p u b l i s h e d a t An twe rp by Jan van Ghelen in 1562. T h i s c l o a k o f 

m y s t e r y was p e r p e t u a t e d in t h e 1565 e d i t i o n o f t h e Sermonen, t he second 

volume o f w h i c h c o n c l u d e s w i t h t h e words 

' H i e r e i n d e t da t de rde dee I dese r P o s t l i l a 
( s i c ) van den e e r w e e r d i g h e n Hear B r o a d e r 
W o l t e r t e n T r o o n . ' 25 

'Ten T r o o n ' , l i k e N i c l a e s P e e t e r s , i s a common name f o r a r e l i g i o u s 

house meaning s i m p l y ' t h r o n e ' o r ' h e a v e n ' . Thus t h e a u t h o r has chosen 

an a u t h e n t i c s o u n d i n g l o c a t i o n y e t one w h i c h d e f i e s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . The 

a t t r i b u t i o n o f t h e 1580 e d i t i o n o f t he Sermonen was even more o b s c u r e , 

t h e c o l o p h o n o f t h e second volume r e a d i n g 

'Ghemaeckt door eenen 1 i e f h e b b e r des 
G o d t l i c k e n Woord ts D . P , ' 26 

The o n l y s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y Dutch e v a n g e l i c a l t o b e a r t hese i n i t i a l s 

was t h e l e a d i n g A n a b a p t i s t f i g u r e D i r k P h i l i p s ( 1 5 0 4 - 1 5 6 8 ) . The c o n t e n t 
27 

and f o r m o f the Sermonen, however , a r e e n t i r e l y a l i e n t o A n a b a p t i s m , 

In a l l l i k e l i h o o d t h e s e i n i t i a l s were y e t a n o t h e r a t t e m p t a t m y s t i f i c a t i o n 

and may s i m p l y s t a n d f o r 'Deuoten P a t e r ' , b e a r i n g i n mind t h a t t h e 

colophon f o r t h e f i r s t volume o f t h e f i r s t e d i t i o n reads 

'Ghemaect by den deuo ten Pater Broeder 
N i c l a e s P e e t e r s M inneb roede r ende G a r d i a e n , ' 

These a t t e m p t s a t m y s t i f i c a t i o n were so s u c c e s s f u l t h a t P e e t e r s ' 

i d e n t i t y q u i c k l y became c o n f u s e d . A r e p o r t o f t h e e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 

commiss ione rs on the s t a t e o f t h e c h u r c h in the c o u n t r y s i d e o f U t r e c h t , 

f o r i n s t a n c e , d a t e d 31 O c t o b e r - 1 November 1593, r e l a t e s t h a t one C o r n e l l s 

24 B. de T r o e y e r , B i o - b i b 1 i o g r a p h i c a f r a n c i s c a n a n e e r l a n d i c a s a e c u l i XVI 
(Nieuwkoop, 1969), I , p .253, I I , pp.176-77. 

25 P e e t e r s , Dat derde d e y l , d d i i i r , 

26 C.C, de B r u i n , 'De sermoenen van N i c l a e s P e e t e r s ' , p . 2 6 . In u s i n g 
t h e phrase ' 1 i e f h e b b e r des G o d l i c k e n W o o r d t s ' ( l o v e r o f t h e Word o f 
God ) , e i t h e r t h e p r i n t e r o r t h e a u t h o r has d e l i b e r a t e l y a d o p t e d a 
t e r m i n o l o g y b e t t e r s u i t e d t o t h e Refo rmed. 

27 I b i d . p.26. 
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van Eck was a p p o i n t e d m i n i s t e r o f the Reformed C h u r c h a t S c h a l k w i j k on 

the c o n d i t i o n t h a t he d i d n o t p r e a c h , but read a l o u d t o the c o n g r e g a t i o n 

'De sermoonen A n t h o n i i C o r v i n i ove r de 
sondagsche E v a n g e l i e n onder den t y t e l van 
een devo ten m innebroeder wtgegeven h i e r t e 
l ande . ' 28 

A compar i son between the p o s t i I s o f P e e t e r s and C o r v i n u s revea l s no 

r e l a t i o n s h i p o r s i m i l a r i t y between the two w o r k s . One may t h e r e f o r e 

conc lude t h a t the mys te ry s u r r o u n d i n g Pee te rs had l e d t o a c o n f u s i o n 

between t h e two a u t h o r s and t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e p o s t i I s . 

What o f t h e d a t i n g o f P e e t e r s ' Sermonen? C e r t a i n l y cases o f t he 

a n t e d a t i n g o f e v a n g e l i c a l works a re not uncommon i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s . 

For examp le , L u t h e r ' s e x p o s i t i o n s o f John 16 and P s a l m 130 were bo th 
29 

a n t e d a t e d by t he m y s t e r i o u s p r i n t e r N i c l a e s van O l d e n b o r c h . Could 

i t be t h a t t h e 1520 d a t i n g o f volume I o f P e e t e r ' s se rmons , l i k e i t s 

s u p p o s i t i o u s a u t h o r , t h e devou t F r a n c i s c a n N i c l a e s P e e t e r s , was an 

a t t e m p t t o p l a c e t h e Sermonen in an i r r e p r o a c h a b l e C a t h o l i c c o n t e x t ? 

in 1520 L u t h e r ' s works were o n l y j u s t b e g i n n i n g t o c i r c u l a t e in 

t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , and t h e r e f o r e a work o f t h i s d a t e w i t h so 

c o n v e n t i o n a l t i t l e wou ld be u n l i k e l y t o a rouse s u s p i c i o n . F u r t h e r -

more, by g i v i n g 1520 as the yea r o f p u b l i c a t i o n t h e p r i n t e r c o u l d 

omi t h i s name and a d d r e s s , f o r i t was o n l y a f t e r t h e i m p e r i a l e d i c t o f 

l 4 Oc tober 1525 t h a t books w i t h o u t these d e t a i l s w e r e f o r b i d d e n . Volume 

two o f t h e sermons was a l s o d e l i b e r a t e l y ' a g e d ' . A l t h o u g h the 

C h r i s t e l i k e sermonen c o n t a i n s no d a t e , t he t i t l e b e a r s the phrase 

28 B i i d r a q e n en mededee1ingen van het h i s t o r i s c h g e n o o t s c h a p V I I (1884) 
p p . 2 0 3 - 2 0 4 . 'The sermons o f A n t o n i u s C o r v i n u s f o r t h e Gospe ls f o r 
each Sunday, d i s t r i b u t e d in t h i s c o u n t r y under t h e t i t l e o f a 
devou t F r a n c i s c a n . ' 

29 See p . 1 4 . 
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' G h e c o r r i g e e r t ende v e r b e t e r t ' ( c o r r e c t e d and i m p r o v e d ) , t h u s s u g g e s t i n g 

t h a t t h e sermons a r e a r e p r i n t o f an e a r l i e r work . Once a g a i n , t h e 

i n t e n t i o n was t o p l a c e t h e sermons in a p r e - R e f o r m a t i o n c o n t e x t . 

N i j h o f f and K ronenbe rg p r o v i s i o n a l l y r e d a t e d b o t h volumes o f t h e 

Sermonen c l 5 4 0 , l a r g e l y on t y p o g r a p h i c a l e v i d e n c e , E x t e r n a l e v i d e n c e , 

howeve r , a l s o i n d i c a t e s a l a t e r d a t e . The f i r s t known p r o s e c u t i o n 

a p p a r e n t l y i n v o l v i n g t h e sermons o f P e e t e r s o c c u r e d on 10 November 1540 

when t he U t r e c h t b o o k s e l l e r . R e i n i e r Pouwelsz was charged w i t h s e l l i n g 
3 1 

a ' boucxken van den Sermonen' w h i c h c o n t r a v e n e d t h e e d i c t s . The 

f i r s t p r o s e c u t i o n in w h i c h t he sermons o f P e e t e r s can be i d e n t i f i e d 

unamb iguous l y o c c u r r e d i n 1543 when a g r o u p o f b u r g h e r s f r om Leuven 

were t r i e d f o r h e r e s y . Among t h e i r many e v a n g e l i c a l books was a 

' P o s t i l l e ' w h i c h was e v i d e n t l y none o t h e r t han t h e Sermonen o f P e e t e r s , 

When one o f t h e a c c u s e d , Jan B e y a e r t s , was i n t e r r o g a t e d , he a d m i t t e d t o 

h a v i n g heard one o f t h e l e a d e r s o f t h e g r o u p , Joes van Ousberghen, read 

f r o m a c o l l e c t i o n o f p o s t i I s but c o u l d remember n o t h i n g abou t t h e i r 

a u t h o r t h a n 

'Hem d u n c t d a t hy (Joes van Ousberghen) s e y d t 
d a t een m inde r b roede r was , ende da t e e n 
eede 1 g h e e s t moest zyn d i e d a t g e m a i c t hadde , 
ende was g e p r i n t . ' 32 

I f t h e f i r s t vo lume o f the Sermonen r e a l l y was p u b l i s h e d in 1520 then 

one m i g h t have e x p e c t e d i t t o have appea red e i t h e r on t he f i r s t i ndex 

o f f o r b i d d e n books o f 23 March 1524 a l o n g w i t h t h e Summa de r g o d l l k e r 

s c r i f t u r e n (1523) and Johan P e l t ' s Ma t t heus evange l i e ( 1 5 2 2 ) , o r some 

o t h e r e a r l y e d i c t . I n s t e a d the f i r s t p r o h i b i t i o n o f t he Sermonen d i d 

30 See NK1691. 

31 M,E, K r o n e n b e r g , Verboden boeken en o p s t a n d i g e d r u k k e r s in de 
h e r v o r m i n q s t i j d (Amsterdam, 1948 ) , p . 4 6 . P e e t e r s ' sermons were 
p r o b a b l y deemed t o have c o n t r a v e n e d t h e e d i c t s because t h e y we re 
p r i n t e d w i t h o u t d a t e o r p l a c e o f p u b l i c a t i o n . They were n o t 
p r o h i b i t e d by name u n t i l 1546. 

32 Campan, p , 4 0 8 . 'He t h o u g h t t h a t he (Joes van O u s b e r g h e n ) s a i d t h a t 
i t was by a F r a n c i s c a n and t h a t t he a u t h o r must have been a n o b l e 
s p i r i t , and t h a t ( t h e sermons) were p r i n t e d . 
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33 

n o t o c c u r u n t i l 1545 when b o t h v o l u m e s a p p e a r e d o n t h e L iege I n d e x . 

T h e r e a f t e r t h e y r e a p p e a r e d i n t h e i n d i c e s o f 1 5 4 6 , 1550 and 1 5 5 8 . ^ ^ 

What can a s t u d y o f t h e c h a r a c t e r and c o n t e n t o f t h e sermons 

t h e m s e l v e s t e l l us o f t h e r e a l d a t e o f p u b l i c a t i o n ? P r o f e s s o r de B r u i n 

has p o i n t e d o u t t h a t P e e t e r s used a L u t h e r a n t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e New 

T e s t a m e n t n o t p u b l i s h e d i n D u t c h u n t i l 1523 thus advanc ing t h e d a t e o f t h e 
35 

Sermonen by a few y e a r s . He a l s o s u g g e s t e d t h a t P e e t e r s may have 

been a c q u a i n t e d w i t h L u t h e r ' s p o s t i I s , t h o u g h some y e a r s e a r l i e r 

C . C h . G , V i s s e r had a s s e r t e d t h a t no t r a c e o f L u t h e r ' s w r i t i n g s c o u l d 
37 

be f o u n d i n t h e Sermonen, V i s s e r ' s a r g u m e n t was d i s p r o v e d i n 1 9 7 0 - 7 1 , 

h o w e v e r , when J . Trapman d i s c l o s e d t h a t P e e t e r s ' se rmon f o r t h e day o f 

t h e H o l y Sac rament ( John 6 : 5 5 - 5 8 ) w a s , i n f a c t , a p a r t i a l t r a n s l a t i o n 

o f L u t h e r ' s Sermon von dem h o c h w l r d i q e n Sac ramen t des h e y l i g e n w a r e n 

Leychnams C h r i s t ! ( 1 5 1 9 ) and t h a t P e e t e r s b o r r o w e d f r o m L u t h e r ' s 

K i r c h e n p o s t i l l e n f o r h i s sermon on the f i r s t Sunday a f t e r E p i p h a n y o f 
1 5 2 3 . 3 8 

Y e t even Trapman d i d n o t go f a r e n o u g h , A c l o s e s t u d y o f P e e t e r s ' 

sermons ( o f w h i c h t h e r e a r e o v e r one h u n d r e d and t w e n t y i n a l l ) and 

L u t h e r ' s K i r c h e n p o s t i l l e n r e v e a l s t h a t P e e t e r s d r a w s on L u t h e r ' s p o s t l i s 

33 E. F a i r o n , ' Le p r e m i e r i n d e x de l i v r e s p r o h i b e s a L i e g e , 1 5 4 5 ' , 
QP I I I ( 1 9 2 5 ) , p . 1 5 , A c c o r d i n g t o t h i s i n d e x t h e c o l o p h o n o f t h e 
f i r s t vo lume o f P e e t e r s ' Sermonen reads ' G e p r i n t i n t j a e r ons h e r e n 
1518 (my i t a l i c s ) . Gemaect b i j den d e v o t e n p a t e r b r e e d e r N i c l a e s 
P e t e r s s , m i n d e r b r o e d e r ende g a r d i a e n . ' The s l i g h t l y d i f f e r e n t 
o r t h o g r a p h y o f t h e t i t l e i n t h e L i e g e l i s t m i g h t a l s o p o i n t t o 
a n o t h e r e d i t i o n . A l t e r n a t i v e l y , t h e 1518 d a t e c o u l d s i m p l y have 
been a w r o n g t r a n s c r i p t i o n o f t h e ' 1 5 2 0 ' c o l o p h o n , 

34 D i e i n d i c e s l i b r o r u m p r o h i b i t o r u m des s e c h z e h n t e n j a h r h u n d e r t s , 
e d . F . H . Reusch (N i e u w k o o p , 1 9 6 1 ) , p . 4 1 . V e r b o d e n l e c t u u r , 
e d , C. Sepp ( L e i d e n , 1 8 8 9 ) , p p . 9 3 and 137. 

35 C .C . de B r u i n , 'De se rmoenen van N i c l a e s P e e t e r s ' , p . 19. 

36 I b i d , p . 2 8 . 

37 C.Ch.G. Visser, o p . c i t . p.129. . 
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39 

f o r a t l e a s t t e n o f h i s sermons. C l e a r l y P e e t e r s remains i ndependen t 

f o r t h e most p a r t , bu t h i s deb t t o L u t h e r i s on a f a r g r e a t e r s c a l e 

t h a n has h i t h e r t o been u n r e c o g n i z e d . T h i s dependence o f Pee te rs on 

L u t h e r t a k e s p l a c e on a number o f d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s . Sometimes P e e t e r s 

e x t r a c t e d on ly a few s e n t e n c e s from L u t h e r , w h i l s t on o t h e r o c c a s i o n s 

he p l a g i a r i z e d e n t i r e sermons . In t he sermon b e l o w he bor rowed 

s u b s t a n t i a l p a r t s f r o m L u t h e r , but i n t e r w o v e t h e s e w i t h independent 

passages , 

L u t h e r . Sermon on t h e 
f i r s t Sunday a f t e r 
Ho ly T r i n i t y . 

'Den reychen man 
muessen w i r n i g h t 
ansehen nach seym 
e u s z e r l i c h e m w a n d e l , 
denn e r ha t s c h a f f s 
k l e y d e r an und seyn 
leben g l e y s s t und 
s c h e y n e t , huebsch und 
d e c k t den w o l f 
m e y s t e r l i c h . 

Denn dass E u a n g e l i o n 
s c h i l l t hy r n i c h t , das 
e r e h e b r u c h , mord , 
r a u b , f r e v e l odder 

1528 Post i 1 Ten. Sermon 
on t h e f i r s t Sunday 
a f t e r Ho ly T r i n i t y . 

'Den r i j c k e n man en 
moeten w i j n y e t 
a e n s i e n na z i j n 
w twend ighe w a n d e l i n g h e 
want h i h e e f t scaeps 
l e e d e r e n aen ende z i j n 
leuen b1 in i t ende 
s c h u j n t schoone ende 
bedecke t m e e s t e r l i j c k . 
Want d a t E u a n g e l i o n en 
b e s c h u l d i c h t hem n i e t 
d a t h i o u e r s p e l e moor t 
r o o f g e w e l d i g e o n r e c h t 
o f t y e t a n d e r s bedreuen 

P e e t e r s . Sermon on t h e 
s e c o n d Thursday in 
L e n t . 

' I n desen E u a n g e l i houd t 
ons C h r i s t u s een exempe1 
des g e l o o u i g h e n ende 
o n g e l o o u i g e n s t a e t s v o o r , 
op d a t w i , d i e vander 
v r o l i k e r boo tschap n i e t 
beweget en w e r d e n , om 
meer d o o r d i e v e r u a e r n i s s e 
d e s g r u w e l i k e n exempeIs 
d a t ghe looue ende l i e f d e 
souden a e n u e e r d e n , i n 
w e l c k e n exempe1 w i een 
o r d e e l Gods ouer d i e 
g e l o o u i g h e ende ouer de 

39 i ) P e e t e r s , C h r i s t e l i k e sermonen, a i i v - a i i i r . L u t h e r , P o s t i l i e o f 
d i e E p i s t e l e n ende E u a n g e l i e n van a l i e n sondaghen ende s o n d e r 1 i n g h e n 
hey 1 i chdaqhen des q e h e e l e n i a e r s I I , b i i v=WA 1 0 / 1 / 2 , p . 2 l 8 f , 

i i ) P e e t e r s , C h r i s t e l i k e sermonen, a v i i r , L u t h e r , Pos t i l l e n I I , b i i i r = 
p . 2 l 8 f . 
Chr i s t e 1 i k e sermonen, b i i r . L u t h e r , P o s t i l l e n I I 

sermonen, f v i i r - v . L u t h e r , P o s t i l l e n I I 

WA 10/1 /2 , 
i i i ) P e e t e r s , 

b v i i i r - v = W A 1 2 , p . 4 9 5 f 
i v ) P e e t e r s , Chr i s t e l i k e 

li!v=WA 10/3 p .133f . 
v) P e e t e r s , Sermonen o f t w t l e g g h i n q e n op a l i e de e v a n q e l e n vander 

v a s t e n m e t t e r p a s s i e n . R e p r i n t e d by J . G . R . A c q u o y , M a a t s c h a p p i j 
de r v laamsche b i b i i o p h i l e n , 4e r e e k s , X ( G h e n t , 1 8 9 3 ) , p p . 1 1 6 - 1 2 7 . 
L u t h e r , Pos t i l l e n I I , r v i i r - s i r = WA 1 0 / 3 , p , 1 7 7 f . 

P o s t i l l e n 

L u t h e r , Pos t i l l e n I 

v i ) P e e t e r s , C h r i s t e l i k e sermonen, r i i i i r - v , L u t h e r , P o s t i l l e n I I 
a a v i i v - a a v i i i r = WA 1 0 / 3 , p . 3 0 4 f . 

v i i ) P e e t e r s , C h r i s t e l i k e sermonen, e e v v . L u t h e r , P o s t i l l e n I p i i v = 
WA 10/1 /1 , p .379f . 

v i i i ) P e e t e r s , C h r i s t e l i k e sermonen, f f v i r , 
Svir = WA 10 /1 /1 , p .557f . 

i x ) P e e t e r s , C h r i s t e l i k e sermonen, g g i i i i r - g g v i i i r , 
I , Z i i r - Z i i i i v = WA12, p . 4 0 9 f . See J . T rapman , 'Da t a v o n t m a e l ' , p . 

x ) P e e t e r s , Chr i s t e 1 i k e sermonen, h h v v - h h v i v . L u t h e r , Pos t i l l e n I , 
A A v i r - v = WA 1 7 / 2 , p . 6 0 f . 

L u t h e r , Post i 1 l e n 
154. 



179 

y r g e n t e l t w a s begangen 
hab, das d i e we I t ode r 
v e r n u f f t t a d d e l n 
moech t . Er i s t ia szo 
e r b a r l i c h an seynem 
leben geweszen a Is 
i hene r P h a r i s e e r , de r 
zwey ma 1 ynn der wochen 
f a s s t e t und n i c h t war 
w i e ander l e u l t . Denn 
wo e r s o l c h g robe 
kno ten h e l t e g e w i r c k t , 
wuerde s i e das 
Euange1 ion ha ben 
a n z e y g t , wey1 es yhn 
szo genaw s u c h t , das es 
auch seyn p u r p u r k l e y d 
und essen a n z e y g e t , das 
doch e u s s e r l i c h d i n g 
s ind unnd G o t t n i c h t 
dass e l b s nach 
r i c h t e t . 40 

h e e f t d a t d i e w e r e l t 
o f t v e r n u f t b e s c h u l -
d i g h e n mochte? Hi i s 
ymmer a l s o e e e r b a e r aen 
z i j n l euen gheweest a I s 
dye P h a r i s e e u s dye 
tweemael t e r weken v a s t e 
ende n y e t en was 
g h e l i j c k ande r l i e d e n 
L u c e . X V I I I , Want hadde 
h i a l s u l c k e g r o v e 
s t u c k e n bedreuen d a t 
E u a n g e l i o n soudese we i 
t e kennen hebben gegeuen 
a e n g h e s e i n he t hem a l s o 
nau o n d e r s o e c t d a t t e t 
oeek z i J n p u r p u r c l e e t 
ende e t e n t e kennen 
g h e e f t w e l c k noch tans 
w twend ighe d i n g h e n z i j n 
ende God daer n i e t na en 
o r d e e l t . ' 41 

o n g e l o o u i g e n s i e n , he t 
w e l c k e v e r u a e r l i c i s den 
o n g e l o o u i g e n , mer see r 
t r o o s t e l i c den g e l o o u i g e n . 
Ende op da t w i j t t e bed t 
mogen v e r s t a e n , so s u l l e n 
w i aen den r i j c k e n d i e 
n a t u e r e des o n g e l o o f s 
me rcken , ende aenden 
armen Lazarum, d i e 
n a t u e r e des g e l o o f s . 
Ten e e r s t e n , so en moeten 
w i den r i j c k e n man n i e t 
a 1 leen aens ien s i j n 
w t w e n d i q e l e u e n , want 
d a t hadde van buy ten cenen 
schonen s c h i j n a l s s c a e p -
s c l e e d e r e n , onder w e l c k e n 
hem de w o l f m e e s t e r l i c 
c o n s t bedecken, Daerom en 
b e s c h e l t o f t en b e r i s p t 
hem d a t Euanqe l i um n i e t , 
d a t h i o u e r s p e l , moor t 
o f t r o o f qedaen h e e f t , o f 
y e t da t d i e w e r e l t 
b e s c h u l d i q e n moch te . Hi 
i s so e e r b a e r aen s i in 
l e u e n g e w e e s t , a Is d i e 
P h a r i s e e u s , d i e tweemael 
t e r weken v a s t e L u c . x v i i j . 
Want hadde h i q r o u e sonden 
van b u y t e n qedaen , d a t 
E u a n q e l i u m soudese v r y l i k e 
we 1 t e kennen hebben 
q e q e u e n , a e n q e s i e n , da t 
h e t desen r i j c k e n so we 1 
b e s i e n h e e f t , d a t he t 
ooc s i i n p u r p u r c l e e d t , 
ende s i j n k o s t e l i c k 
hemde t e kennen g e e f t , 
d a t n o c h t a n s a l w t w e n d i q e 
d i n q e n s i i n , dae r God 
n i e t na en o r d e e l t . ' 42 

40 W.A. 10/3, p.178. 

41 L u t h e r , Post i l l e n I I , r v i i r . 

42 J . G . R . Acquoy , o p . c i t , p . 1 1 6 . 
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But how d i d P e e t e r s use L u t h e r ' s K i r c h e n p o s t f 1 Ten? The c l o s e l y 

s i m i l a r ( t h o u g h i t must be a d m i t t e d , n o t a lways i d e n t i c a l ) v o c a b u l a r y 

o f t h e Sermonen and t h e 1528 Post i 1 l e n sugges t s t h a t P e e t e r s e v i d e n t l y 

worked f r o m t h i s Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n r a t h e r t han t h e German o r i g i n a l . 

O the r f e a t u r e s c o n f i r m t h i s v i e w . The t r a n s l a t o r o f t he 1528 Post i 1 l e n , 

as he a d m i t t e d in h i s a f t e r w a r d , i n c l u d e d h i s own sermons a l o n g w i t h 

t h o s e o f L u t h e r in h i s t e x t i n o r d e r t o comp le te t h e Church c a l e n d a r . 

A c o m p a r i s o n o f t h o s e sermons u n i q u e t o t h e 1528 P o s t i1 len w i t h t he 

Sermonen o f P e e t e r s r e v e a l s t h a t ou r ' d e v o u t F r a n c i s c a n ' bo r rowed f r o m 
43 

a f u r t h e r t h r e e n o n - L u t h e r sermons f r o m t h i s Du tch t r a n s l a t i o n . 

L u t h e r o m i t t e d a sermon on t h e day o f Ho ly I n n o c e n t s , f o r examp le , on 

t h e g rounds t h a t t h i s f e s t i v a l was no t u n i v e r s a l l y o b s e r v e d . The 

t r a n s l a t o r o f t h e 1528 Pos t i 1 l e n , however , added h i s own sermon f o r 

t h i s day w h i c h was t hen p l a g i a r i z e d in i t s e n t i r e t y by P e e t e r s . 

P e e t e r s 1528 Pos t i 1 l e n 

'Na d a t de Enge l d i e d r i e w i j s e 'Na d a t d i e e n g e l d i e d r i e w i j s e 
mannen vermaent hadde d a t s i n i e t mannen ve rmaen t hadde d a t s i n i e t 
weder t o t Herodem en souden weder t o t Herodem en souden kee ren 
k e e r e n , ende dat s i nv doer eenen ende da t s i n v d o o r eenen s e k e r e n 
seke ren wech in haer l a n t r e y s d e n , wech in haer l a n t r eysden ende s i 
ende s i nv wt den per i k e 1 w a r e n , nv wt de p e r i c u l e waren op d a t s i 
op da t s i i n hae r l a n t den naem in haer l anden den naem des ionghen 
des iongen c o n n i n c s ende s i j n Con ines ende s i j n h e e r l i c k e y t a I s 
h e e r l i c h e y t a I s ghe t rouwe boden ghe t rouwe boden souden v e r b r e y d e n so 
souden v e r g r e y d e n , so h e e f t de h e e f t d i e e n g e l des heeren Joseph 
e n g h e l des Heeren Joseph inden inde droome g h e o p e n b a e r t seggende . 
droom g h e o p e n b a e r t , seggende ; S t a e t op ende neemt d a t k i n t ende 
S t o e t op en neemt d a t k i n t ende s i j n moeder e n d e v l u c h t i n Egyp ten 
s i j n e moeder , ende v l u c h t i n e t c . . . . ' 46 
Egypten e t c . . . . ' 45 

In a d d i t i o n , P e e t e r s a l s o bo r rowed f r o m t h e 1528 P o s t i 1 l en t r a n s l a t o r ' s 

sermons on t h e Gospe ls f o r t h e Thu rsday a f t e r E a s t e r and t h e Wednesday 

a f t e r P e n t e c o s t , 

43 Peete r s , C h r i s t e l i k e sermonen, c i i i r - v . Post i l i e n I I , d v i r , 
P e e t e r s , C h r i s t e l i k e sermonen, i v i v - k i v . Post i 1 l e n I I , p v i i v - p v i i i v . 
P e e t e r s , C h r i s t e l i k e se rmonen, d d v i i i r - e i i i i v . Pos t i l l e n I , 0 i v - 0 i i v . 

44 WA17/2, p.354. 

45 P e e t e r s , C h r i s t e l i k e se rmonen, d d v i i i r . 

46 Post i 1 l e n I , O i v . 
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F i n a l l y , P e e t e r s ' sermon on t h e h o l y s a c r a m e n t was d e r i v e d f r o m 

L u t h e r ' s Sermon von dem h o c h w i r d i g e n Sacrament d e s h e y l i g e n waren 

Leychnams C h r i s t i ( 1 5 1 9 ) . T h i s se rmon , however, i s no t t o be f ound i n 

t h e German e d i t i o n s o f L u t h e r ' s K i r c h e n p o s t i 1 l e n f o r i t d i d no t f o r m 

p a r t o f t h e W i t t e n b e r g e r ' s o r i g i n a l p o s t i 1 - c y c l e , However, t h e Du tch 

t r a n s l a t o r o f t h e 1528 Pos t i 1 l e n had i n c l u d e d i t i n h i s t e x t f o r , as we 

have a l r e a d y seen , he was a n x i o u s t o p r o v i d e sermons f o r each day i n t h e 

Church c a l e n d a r . However , t h e Du tch t r a n s l a t o r d i d no t s i m p l y copy t h e 

Sermon von dem h o c h w i r d i g e n Sacrament v e r b a t i m . I n s t e a d , he began w i t h 

s i x o r i g i n a l p a r a g r a p h s and t hen p l a g i a r i z e d a l a r g e s e c t i o n o f L u t h e r ' s 

sermon. T h i s p r o v i d e s a v i t a l c l u e t o t h e d a t i n g o f t h e sermons o f 

P e e t e r s , f o r ou r pseudonymous N e t h e r l a n d e r was d e p e n d e n t upon t h e Sermon 

von dem h o c h w i r d i g e n Sacrament in j u s t t h e same w a y . Indeed , P e e t e r s ' 

sermon on the holy sacranyyt is v i r t u a l l y iden t ica l to that of the Dutch 

t r a n s l a t o r o f t h e 1528 Post I I l e n . 

L u t h e r 

'Zum e r s t e n , Das 
h e y l i g e Sacrament des 
a l t a r s und des 
h e y l i g e n waren l e y c h -
nams C h r i s t ! h a t auch 
d r e y d i n g k , d i e man 
w i s s e n musz. Das e r s t 

1528 Post i 1 l e n 

'Maer d i e d i t b r o o t e e t 
dye s a l i n d e r e e w i c h e y t 
l euen Dat i s d i e g e l o e p t 
d a t C h r i s t u s om z i j n e n e 
w i l l e mensche i s 
geworden ende da t h i 
s i n e sonden op hem h e e f t 
ghenomen ende he l i e , 
d o o t , Duve l ende sonde 
h e e f t v e r s l o n d e n ende 
a 1 l e t d a t hem soude 
moghen l e t t e n , so i s h i 
met C h r i s t o 
g e i n c o r p o r e e r t ( d a t i s 
i n g e 1 i j f t ende 
v e r e e n i c h t ) ende s a l ind 
e e w i c h e y t in Code 
l euen . . . 
D i t i s dan d a t r e c h t e 
v e r s t a n t van desen 
E u a n g e l i . We lck n i e t 
van d i e n s a c r a m e n t e 1 i j -
cken e t e n ende d r i n c k e n 
en spreect noch en 
v e r m a e n t . Noch tans 

Peeters 

' M a e r d i e d i t b r o o t e e t 
d a t vanden heme 1 gecomen 
i s , d i e s a l i n d e r 

e e w i c h e y t l e u e n , d a t i s 
d i e g h e l o o f t , so v o o r s e y t 
i s , d a t C h r i s t u s om 
s i n e n t w i l l e mensche i s 
g e w o r d e n , ende h e e f t 
s i j n wonden op hem 
genomen, ende h e l l e , 
d o o t , d u u e l , sonde 
v e r s l o n d e n ende a 1 da t 
hem soude moghen schaden , 
e n d e h e e f t hem aen den 
Uader v e r s o e n t , so i s h i 
met C h r i s t o g e i n c o r p o r e e r t 
e n d e s a l i n d e r e e w i s h e y t 
i n God l e u e n . Dat i s h e t 
r e c h t v e r s t a n t van desen 
E u a n g e l i e , w e l c n i e t 
vanden sac ramen t l i k e n e t e n 
e n d e d r i n c k e n en v e r m a e n t , 
N o c h t a n s so w i l l e n w i 
d a e r t e r e e r e n gods 00c 
w a t a f s e g g e n , Te weten 

h i P e e t e r s , C h r i s t e l i k e sermonen, 1 i r - l v r , L u t h e r , P o s t i 1 l e n I I q v i i i r -
r i v = WA2 p . 7 3 8 f , 
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i s t das sac rament 
odder z e y c h e n . Das 
ander d i e bedeutung 
des se1 ben s a c r a m e n t s . 
Das d r i t t e der g i a u b 
de r se1 ben beyden, w i e 
dan yn eynem y g l i c h e n 
sac rament d i s z e d r e y 
s t u c k seyn muszen. Das 
Sacrament musz e u s z e r -
1 i c h und s i c h t 1 i c h 
s e y n , yn e y n e r 
l e y p i i c h e n f o r m odder 
g e s a i t . D ie bedeutung 
musz ynne r 1 i c h und 
g e y s t l i c h s e y n , yn dem 
g e y s t des m e n s c h e n , ' 
48 

w i 1 len w i j t e r 
Gods daer oeck 
a f s e g g e n , 
da t daer 
z i j n dye 
behoo ren . 
t e e k e n . 

e e r e n 
wat 

Ten w e t e n e . 
d r i e d i n g e n 
daer t o e 

D e r s t e i s d a t 
D ie ander d i e 

b e d i e d i n g h e des t e e k e n s . 
Dat de rde d a t g e l o u e o f t 
d a t g h e e s t e l i c k e t e n . 
Dat teeken i s w t w e n d i c h 
ende s i e n l i c k in een 
l i j f l i k e w twend ige forme 
o f t g e s t e l t e n i s s e . Mer 
d i e b e d i e d i n g e moet 
i n w e n d i c h ende g e e s t e l i c 
z i j n inden g e e s t e des 
m e n s c h e n . ' 49 

d a t t e r d r i e d i n g e n in 
s i j n diemen weten moe t , 
D e e r s t e i s da t t e e k e n , 
D a t ander de b e d i e d i n g e 
d e s t e e k e n s , Dat de rde 
t g e l o o u e van d i e n t w e e n , 
D a t t eeken moet 
w t w e n d i c h ende s i e n l i c 
s i j n in een der 1 i j f -
l i k e r formen o f t 
g e d a e n t e , De b e d i e d i n g e 
m o e t i nwend ich ende 
g e e s t e l i c s i j n inden 
g h e e s t des menschen , ' 50 

T h i s i s c o n c l u s i v e p r o o f t h a t P e e t e r s worked no t f r o m L u t h e r ' s o r i g i n a l 

German p o s t i I s , bu t f r o m t h e anonymous Du tch t r a n s l a t i o n o f 1528. 

I t i s t e m p t i n g , g i v e n t h e c l e a r r e l a t i o n s h i p be tween P e e t e r s ' 

sermons and t h e 1528 Pos t i 1 l e n , t o jump t o t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t b o t h 

works came f r o m the same pen . However , t h e r e i s no e v i d e n c e t o s u s t a i n 

such a t h e o r y ; i n d e e d , t h e r e a r e two f o r m i d a b l e o b j e c t i o n s , i n t h e 

f i r s t p l a c e , a l t h o u g h t he v o c a b u l a r y o f P e e t e r s ' se rmons resembles t h a t 

o f t h e 1528 P o s t i 1 l e n in t h o s e sermons in w h i c h he i s dependent upon 

L u t h e r , i t i s , c o n t r a r y t o what one wou ld have e x p e c t e d , by no means 

i d e n t i c a l . S e c o n d l y , a l t h o u g h P e e t e r s and t h e t r a n s l a t o r o f t h e 1528 

Pos t i 1 l e n b o t h worked f r o m a Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n o f L u t h e r ' s New T e s t a m e n t , 

t h e y d i d n o t use i d e n t i c a l v e r s i o n s ; 

1528 Post ; l ien (Mt t .2 :13-14) 

' S i e t d i e e n g e l des he ren openbaerde 
Joseph inden s l a e p segghende S t a e t 
op ende neemt d a t k i n t ende s i j n 
moeder ende v l i e t i n Egyp ten ende 
b l i j f t daer t o t d a t i c t u segghe 
want he t i s toecoemende d a t Herodes 
d a t k i n t s a l soecken om t e verdoem 
h i s t o n t op ende nam d a t k i n t ende 
s i j n moeder in he r n a c h t ende g i n c k 
in E g y p t e n . ' 51 

P e e t e r s 

' S i e t , doen openbae rde hem de 
Enghe l des Hee ren Joseph i nden 
droom, ende s p r a c k . S t a e t op ende 
neemt d a t k i n t ende s i j n moeder 
t o t d y , ende v l i e t i n Egyp ten l a e t , 
en b l i j f t d a e r t o t t e r t i j t d a t i c 
V segge , wat h e t i s toecoemende, 
d a t Herodes d a t k i n t s a l soecken 
om t e dooden , Ende h i s t o n t op ende 
nam d a t k i n t e n s i j n moeder met 

48 WA2 p.742. 

49 L u t h e r , Post i 1 l e n I I , q v i i i v . 

50 P e e t e r s , C h r i s t e l i k e se rmonen , 1i i r - v . 

51 L u t h e r , Post i 1 l e n , I 0 i v . 
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hem i n d e r n a c h t ende v loo t i n Egyp ten 
l a e t , ' 52 

Though i t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t P e e t e r s and t h e a u t h o r o f t h e 1528 

Post i1 Ten a r e one and t h e same, t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p now e s t a b l i s h e d between 

t h e two e n a b l e s us t o p l a c e P e e t e r s and h i s w o r k i n a more c l e a r l y 

d e f i n e d c o n t e x t . P r o f e s s o r d e B r u i n once e n u m e r a t e d some c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 

o f our s o - c a l l e d F r a n c i s c a n : he was a t r a i n e d t h e o l o g i a n and a 

N e t h e r l a n d e r ; h i s gospe l passages were i n f l u e n c e d by L u t h e r ' s 

t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e New T e s t a m e n t ; he was f a m i l i a r w i t h l a t e m e d i e v a l 

s p i r i t u a l i t y ; he was p r o b a b l y f r o m the s o u t h e r n N e t h e r l a n d s and 
53 

p o s s i b l y an i t i n e r a n t p r e a c h e r . To t hese we a r e now a b l e t o add t h a t 

he was w r i t i n g a f t e r 1528 and had a c l o s e know ledge o f L u t h e r ' s 

P o s t i 1 l e n . T h i s new d a t e r u l e s o u t some e a r l y e v a n g e l i c a l c a n d i d a t e s 

s u g g e s t e d by de B r u i n . For e x a m p l e , N i c o l a a s van An twerpen had been 

e x e c u t e d in 1525 and N i c o l a a s vander E l s t d i e d i n 1528, Only I s b r a n t 

Scho l who was e x e c u t e d in 1534 l i v e d s u f f i c i e n t l y l a t e t o be c o n s i d e r e d 

s e r i o u s l y , I n s t e a d , ou r a t t e n t i o n must be f o c u s e d on t h e 1530s, For 

t h i s decade De B r u i n ' s o t h e r s u g g e s t i o n s o f Paul de R o v e r e , t h e c h a p l a i n 

o f S t , P i e t e r s k e r k , Leuven, and l e a d e r o f t h e e v a n g e l i c a l c o n v e n t i c l e in 

t h a t town in w h i c h P e e t e r s ' Sermonen a r e known t o have c i r c u l a t e d and 

Matthews van R i l l a e r t , p a s t o r o f t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g town o f H e r v e r l e e , 
55 

appear as t h e most p l a u s i b l e c a n d i d a t e s , De R o v e r e i s a p a r t i c u l a r l y 

s t r o n g p o s s i b i l i t y s i n c e he is known t o have been t h e a u t h o r o f a number 

o f o t h e r e v a n g e l i c a l w o r k s . A t h i s t r i a l i n 1543 he a d m i t t e d t o h a v i n g 

w r i t t e n t h r e e o f t h e s i x m a n u s c r i p t works found i n h i s p o s s e s s i o n -

' G r a t i a m e t pacem e t c , ' , 'Gods v r i n d e n hebben a l t i j t t e s t r i j d e n ' and 

' S i j U, g h i j Ba lami j t e n ' . 

52 P e e t e r s , C h r i s t e l i k e sermonen, d d v i i v . 

53 C.C. de B r u i n , 'De sermoenen van N i c l a e s P e e t e r s ' , p . 3 7 . 

54 I b i d . p . 3 7 . S i n c e P e e t e r s ' Sermonen were a l m o s t c e r t a i n l y p u b l i s h e d 
in An twe rp t h i s p r o b a b l y a l s o r u l e s o u t e x i l e d e v a n g e l i c a l s such as 
t h e former A n t w e r p Augus t i n i a n s Jacob P r a e p o s i t u s and Mar t yn 
Oudermaerck , 

55 Ib id . p.38. 

56 See pp.332-333 
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i i ) P r i n t e r 

Not o n l y a r e t h e a u t h o r s h i p and d a t e o f p u b l i c a t i o n o f 

P e e t e r s ' sermons sh rouded in m y s t e r y , bu t t h e i r p r i n t e r i s a l s o unknown. 

I t has been s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e Sermonen may have been p r i n t e d i n 
57 

Germany. C e r t a i n l y German i n f l u e n c e can be s e e n in t h e t i t l e p a g e s o f 

b o t h vo lumes o f t h e f i r s t e d i t i o n o f P e e t e r s ' s e r m o n s . In p a r t i c u l a r , 

t h e woodcut b o r d e r s appear t o have been c o p i e d f r o m the f i r s t e d i t i o n 

Eyn Mandat Ihesu C h r i s t i an a l l e seyne g e t r e w e C h r i s t e n wh i ch was 

p u b l i s h e d by N i c k e l S c h i r l e n t z a t W i t t e n b e r g in 1524 and w r i t t e n by t h e 
58 

L u t h e r a n h y m n w r i t e r N i k o l a u s Herman, In a d d i t i o n , De B r u i n has 
s u g g e s t e d t h a t t he 1565 e d i t i o n o f t h e Sermonen may have been p r i n t e d 

59 

i n Germany, A lmos t c e r t a i n l y , howeve r , t h e e a r l i e s t e d i t i o n o f 

P e e t e r s ' sermons was p u b l i s h e d in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , and N i j h o f f and 

K r o n e n b e r g ' s t y p e f a c e a n a l y s i s i n d i c a t e s A n t w e r p as t he most l i k e l y 

p l a c e o f p u b l i c a t i o n . ^ ' ' 

A c l u e t o t h e i d e n t i t y o f t he p r i n t e r o f t h i s f i r s t e d i t i o n i s 

p r o v i d e d by t h e m o t t o w h i c h appea rs on t h e t i t l e page o f t he f i r s t 

vo lume o f P e e t e r s ' se rmons , t he Sermonen o f t w t l e g g h i n g h e n op a l l e de 

euangelien vander vasten metter passien which reads 'Leest ends 

o o r d e e l t ' . T h i s m o t t o i s r e l a t i v e l y r a r e in D u t c h s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y 

p r i n t i n g . ^ ' I t f i r s t a p p e a r s in Urbanus R e g i u s ' s Rech t o n d e r s c h e y t 

t u s s c h e n d i e oude ende nyeuwe l e e r i n q h e , p u b l i s h e d anonymous ly in 1527 . ^ ^ 

In t h i s case t h e m o t t o reads ' C o o p t . Lees t ende O r d e e l t ' . The f o l l o w i n g 

y e a r t he D e v e n t e r p u b l i s h e r A l b e r t P a f r a e t p r i n t e d an a n t i - L u t h e r t r a c t 

e n t i t l e d Eyn m e r c k e l i c k g e d i c h t e van dem v o r g i f t i g e n k e t t e r M a r t i n o 

L u t h e r w i t h a L a t i n i z e d v e r s i o n o f t h e m o t t o , ' L e g e e t i u d i c a ' ^ . 

L e a v i n g a s i d e t h e sermons o f P e e t e r s , i t n e x t a p p e a r s in a m a n u s c r i p t 

57 See 8^5409. 

58 R e p r i n t e d in f u l l w i t h t h e o r i g i n a l t i t l e p a g e i n F 1 u g s c h r i f t e n aus 
den e r s t e n j a h r e n de r R e f o r m a t i o n , e d . 0 , Clemen (N ieuwkoop , 1967 ) , 
I I , pp.245-276. 

59 C.C. de B r u i n , 'De sermoenen van N i c l a e s P e e t e r s ' , p . 2 5 . 

60 See N K I 6 9 I - I 6 9 2 . I f De B r u i n is c o r r e c t , t h e o b v i o u s p r i n t e r o f t h i s 
1565 e d i t i o n w o u l d be Hans de Braecker o f Wese 1, 

61 C .C. de B r u i n , 'De sermoenen van N i c l a e s P e e t e r s ' , p . 1 7 -

62 NK1791. 

63 NK964. 
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e n t i t l e d 'Den ghees t maeckt l e v e n d e . C o r t e u i t l e g g i n g h e ende g l o s s e n 

op d a t ghehee le Nieuwe T e s t a m e n t , met v o o r r e d e n e n , p r o l o g h e n ende 

a r g u m e n t e n op d i e e v a n g e l i e n ende op e l k e e p i s t e l e de r a p o s t e l e n 

inhoudende v e l e schoone ende p r o f i j t e l i j c k e l e e r i n g h e ' wh ich has been 

d a t e d c l 5 ^ 5 - 1 5 5 0 . ^ ^ T h i s t e x t w h i c h i s a Du tch t r a n s l a t i o n o f L u t h e r ' s 

g l o s s e s on t h e New Tes tamen t p r o b a b l y s e r v e d as a copy f o r t h e A n t w e r p 
65 

p r i n t e r s Crom, Mierdmans and van O l d e n b o r c h . I n t h i s case t h e m o t t o 

i s i d e n t i c a l t o t h a t o f t h e Sermonen. F i n a l l y , t h e same m o t t o was used 

by two Emden p r i n t e r s in 1556 -57 , by G i l l e s van d e r Erven in Be rnha rd 

Buwo's Een f r u n d t l y k e thosamen s p r e k i n g e van twee pe rsonen ( ' L e s e t , 

p r o e v e t , unde o e r d e l t r e c h t ' ) and by W i l l e m G a i l H a e r t in Een 

v r i e n d e l y c k e tsamen s p r e k i n g e van twee personen ( ' L e e s t , p r o e f t ende 

o o r d e e l t I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o draw any f i r m c o n c l u s i o n s s i n c e t h e 

m o t t o was used by a number o f p r i n t e r s . However , assuming t he d a t e o f 

p u b l i c a t i o n t o be around 1540, Crom, Mierdmans a n d van O ldenbo rch have t h e 

s t r o n g e s t c l a i m s t o be c o n s i d e r e d as t h e p r i n t e r - p u b l i s h e r s o f t h e 

Sermonen o f N i c l a e s P e e t e r s . 

i i i ) T h e o l o g y . 

Thus f a r we have e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t t h e sermons o f P e e t e r s were 

w r i t t e n a f t e r 1528 and p r o b a b l y a round 1540, and w e r e p o s s i b l y p u b l i s h e d 

by C rom/M ie rdmans /van O l d e n b o r c h . In a l l l i k e l i h o o d t h e y were no t 

w r i t t e n by a F r a n c i s c a n bu t by a t h o r o u g h - g o i n g s u p p o r t e r o f L u t h e r , 

m a s q u e r a d i n g b e h i n d a f a c a d e o f C a t h o l i c p i e t y . Bu t how do t h e s e 

f i n d i n g s a f f e c t o u r v i e w o f P e e t e r s and h i s work? G iven P e e t e r s ' c l e a r 

i n d e b t e d n e s s t o L u t h e r , i t i s now d i f f i c u l t t o see h im as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

o f a p e c u l i a r l y Du tch e v a n g e l i c a l t r a d i t i o n . P e e t e r s ' sermon on t h e 

Gospel f o r t h e Holy S a c r a m e n t , f o r e x a m p l e , was o r i g i n a l l y t h o u g h t t o 

be s a c r a m e n t a r i a n b u t , g i v e n P e e t e r s ' dependendence on L u t h e r ' s Sermon 

von dem h o c h w i r d i g e n Sacrament in t h i s sermon, s u c h a p o s i t i o n i s no 

l o n g e r t e n a b l e . He re , as t h r o u g h o u t h i s l i f e , L u t h e r ' s b e l i e f i n t h e 

real presence remained f i rm, though on th is occasion he g a v e . a 

s p i r i t u a l i s t i c emphas is t o t h e E u c h a r i s t , r e f e r r i n g t o t h e sacrament 

64 Bonn U n i v e r s i t a t s b i b l i o t h e k 753 , f o l , l - 1 0 8 . 

65 C.C, de B r u i n , 'Be sermoenen van N i c l a e s P e e t e r s ' , p . 18, 

66 I b i d . p . 1 7 . 
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as a s i g n f r om God t h a t t h e b e l i e v e r i s u n i t e d w i t h C h r i s t and h i s 

s a i n t s . I t was P e e t e r s ' b o r r o w i n g o f t h i s emphas is^® t h a t l ed 

p r e v i o u s h i s t o r i a n s t o t h e m i s t a k e n c o n c l u s i o n t h a t he was a 

sac ramen ta r i a n , 

I t has been sugges ted t h a t P e e t e r s may have d i f f e r e d f rom L u t h e r 

in h i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e L o r d ' s Supper because he rende red t h e 

W i t t e n b e r g e r ' s 'und gab yhn seynen H e y l i g e n Leychnam '^^ as 'ende g a f 

haer da t sacrament s i j n s 1ichaems ende b l o e t s ' ^ ^ , bu t t h i s i s i m p r o b a b l e . 

P e e t e r s , as we now know, had access t o L u t h e r ' s Sermon von dem 

h o c h w i r d i q e n Sacrament v i a t h e Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n o f t he German r e f o r m e r ' s 

K i r c h e n p o s t i 1 l e n . S ince t h e Dutch t r a n s l a t o r had a l r e a d y changed 

L u t h e r ' s 'und gab yhn seynen H e y l i g e n Leychnam' t o ' d a e r mede maecte 
7 1 

h i j s e bequaem t o t desen a v o n t m a l e ' , no t much s i g n i f i c a n c e can be 

a t t a c h e d t o the phrase P e e t e r s used. Moreove r , P e e t e r s ' b e l i e f in t h e 

r e a l p resence is c o n f i r m e d by a passage in the f i r s t volume o f h i s 

sermons where he i s no t dependent on L u t h e r in w h i c h he emphas ized t h e 

impo r tance o f t h e b read because i t is t h e body o f C h r i s t : 

'Ende he t i s geen c l e y n gaue , noch geen snoode 
d i n c k , mer he t is m i j n 1 ichaem, dwe lc n i e t 
sonder s i e l e en i s , ende a 1 da t i c d a e r In 
ende mede gedaen, g e l e d e n ende v e r d i e n t hebbe, 
d a t w o r t voo r v v e r l o s s i n g e gegeven, h e t we 1c 
c o s t e l i c genoech i s om a l l e v s c h u l t t e b e t a l e n 
ende v t e v e r l o s s e n , a l s o da t g h i gheen ander 
en b e h o e f t , ende da t g h i voor gheen a n d e r 
r a n t s o e n en d e r f t s o r g e n , ' 72 

In o t h e r r e s p e c t s a l s o P e e t e r s ' t h e o l o g y c o i n c i d e s w i t h t h a t o f 

67 WA2 p.744. 

68 P e e t e r s , C h r i s t e l i k e sermonen, l i i i r . 

69 WA2 p.746. 

70 P e e t e r s , C h r i s t e l i k e sermonen, l i i i i v , J . T rapman , 'Da t avon tmae l ons 

71 Luther, P o s t ! l i e n I I , r i v . Heeren' , p . 1 5 4 . 

72 J .G .R . Acquoy , o p . c l t . p . 3 5 9 . 'And i t i s no s m a l l g i f t o r base t h i n g , 
but i t i s my body w h i c h is no t w i t h o u t a s o u l and ( i t c o n t a i n s ) a l l 
t h a t I have done , s u f f e r e d and e a r n e d . I t is g i v e n f o r y o u r r e d e m p t i o n , 
w h i c h is p r e c i o u s enough t o pay f o r a l l y o u r g u i l t and t o d e l i v e r you 
so t h a t you n e i t h e r need anyone e l s e o r p r o v i d e f o r any o t h e r r a n s o m . ' 
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L u t h e r . For examp le , he f u l l y suhQrlbes to L u t h e r ' s d o c t r i n e o f 

J u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e . The man s i c k o f t h e p a l s y ( M t t . 9 : l - 8 ) , 

P e e t e r s n o t e s , was hea led t h r o u g h the f a i t h o f h i s f r i e n d s , n o t t h e i r 
73 

works o r t h e i r l o v e . S i m i l a r l y , expound ing C h r i s t ' s words 'Excep t 

y o u r r i g h t e o u s n e s s s h a l l exceed t h e r i g h t e o u s n e s s o f t h e s c r i b e s and 

t h e P h a r i s e e s , ye s h a l l in no case e n t e r t h e k i n g d o m o f heaven' 

( M t t . 5 : 2 0 ) , P e e t e r s a rgues t h a t o n l y t h e r i g h t e o u s n e s s o f C h r i s t 

o b t a i n e d t h r o u g h f a i t h s a t i s f i e s t h i s h i g h e r r i g h t e o u s n e s s : 

'Wi moeten de g e r e c h t i c h e y t C h r i s t i h e b b e n , 
d i e a l l e e n der s t r e n g h e r r e c h t u a e r d i c h e y t 
vo ldoen mach. Dese v e r c r i j c h t men d o e r 
t g e l o o u e , a l s i c vanden Heere can gehebben 
v a s t e l i c t e g h e l o o u e n , da t de g h e r e c h t i c h e y t 
C h r i s t i m i j n g h e r e c h t i c h e y t i s , ' 74 

In a d d i t i o n , P e e t e r s uses t h e f a m i l i a r L u t h e r a n image o f r i g h t e o u s n e s s 

be ing l i k e a c l o a k w i t h w h i c h C h r i s t c o v e r s us r a t h e r as Boaz c o v e r e d 

Ruth (Ru th 3 : 9 ) , t h a t i s , i t i s c o m p l e t e l y e x t r i n s i c . C h r i s t ' s 

r i g h t e o u s n e s s becomes o u r s , and o u r s i n s h i s , because he has a t o n e d f o r 
75 

ou r t r a n s g r e s s i o n s . N o t h i n g we may do can e a r n ou r s a l v a t i o n . 

F o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n comes t h r o u g h C h r i s t a l o n e : 

'Da t Euange l i um in s i n e n naem p r e d i k e n , waer 
in v e r c o n d l c h t w o r t , d i e g r o o t e genade . 
A f l a e t van a l i e n sonden van p i j n ende van 
s c h u l t om n i e t , doe r C h r i s t u m , ende hoe h i 
d i e we t ende gheboden v o o r ons ghehouden 
ende v o l b r a c h t h e e f t . ' 76 

Mary Magdalene, P e e t e r s o b s e r v e s , was no t g i v e n a l e t t e r o f i n d u l g e n c e 
77 

when she washed C h r i s t ' s f e e t , but was f o r g i v e n because o f her f a i t h . 

73 P e e t e r s , C h r i s t e l i k e sermonen, Xvv . 

74 I b i d , o i i v . 'We must have t h e r i g h t e o u s n e s s o f C h r i s t ; t h i s a l o n e 
s a t i s f i e s t h e more r i g o r o u s r i g h t e o u s n e s s . T h i s man o b t a i n s t h r o u g h 
f a i t h , when I am a b l e t o b e l i e v e f i r m l y f r o m t h e Lord t h a t t h e 
r i g h t e o u s n e s s o f C h r i s t i s my r i g h t e o u s n e s s . ' 

75 J . G . R , Acquoy , o p . c i t . p p . 1 3 3 - 3 4 . Compare w i t h L u t h e r , R e s o l u t iones 
d i s p u t a t i o n u m de I n d u l g e n t i a r u m v i r t u t e ( 1 5 1 8 ) , WAI p . 5 9 3 . 

76 J . G . R , Acquoy , o p . c i t . p . 3 4 2 , ' I n t he Gospel p r e a c h e d in C h r i s t ' s 
name is p r o c l a i m e d g r e a t g r a c e , r e m i s s i o n o f a l l s i n s , o f pun i shmen t 
and g u i l t f o r n o t h i n g t h r o u g h C h r i s t , and how C h r i s t has k e p t and 
f u l f i l l e d t h e law and t h e commandments f o r u s . ' 

77 P e e t e r s , C h r i s t e l i k e s e r m o n e n , t t v v . 
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P e e t e r s ' p r i m a r y o b j e c t i o n t o monast ic ism, a s w i t h h i s c r i t i c i s m 

o f i n d u l g e n c e s , i s t h a t i t o f f e r e d an a l t e r n a t i v e way o f s a l v a t i o n t o 

f a i t h in C h r i s t a l o n e . The t h i e v e s and r o b b e r s who e n t e r the s h e e p f o l d 

no t by t h e door bu t c l i m b in (John 10 :1 ) a r e i n t e r p r e t e d as monks who 

t r u s t f o r t h e i r s a l v a t i o n in t he k e e p i n g o f a m o n a s t i c r u l e , r a t h e r 
78 

t han in C h r i s t , C h r i s t commanded t h o s e who l o v e h im, says P e e t e r s 

q u o t i n g f r om John 1 4 : 2 3 , t o keep h i s commandments. Many, however , 

and he re he s i n g l e s o u t t h e C a r t h u s i a n s and t h e B e n e d i c t i n e s f o r s p e c i a l 
7 9 

m e n t i o n , p r e f e r t o keep t h e commandments o f men. The c o n t e m p o r a r y 

s t r e s s on t h e s u p e r i o r i t y o f m o n a s t i c vows r e s u l t s , Pee te r s l a m e n t s , in 

c h i l d r e n b e i n g t h r u s t i n t o m o n a s t e r i e s , t h e r e t o be exposed t o a l l s o r t s 

o f i m m o r a l i t y : 

'Ende op d a t s i d i t t e b e t e r souden h o u d e n , so 
gaen s i i n c l o o s t e r s , o f t s i s t o o t e n h a e r 
k i n d e r e n daer i n , d i e s i sommige v e e l s a l i c h l i k e r 
i n t l euen s t e l d e n , want s i o f f e r e n s e B a a l d o e r t 
v i e r des o n c u y s h e y t ende sonden t e g h e n n a t u e r e . ' 

P e e t e r s r e s e r v e s a p a r t i c u l a r l y b i t i n g s a t i r e f o r h i s own supposed 

o r d e r , t h e F r a n c i s c a n s , i n h i s Gospel sermon f o r t h e t w e n t y t h i r d Sunday 

a f t e r T r i n i t y ( M t t 22 : 1 5 - 2 2 ) . T h a t Chr i s t h a n d l e d money, he r e m a r k s , 

s u r e l y shows t h a t o u r Lord canno t have been as h o l y as t he F r a n c i s c a n s 

who r e f u s e t o be t a i n t e d by mammon. 

In a d d i t i o n t o t h e s e a t t a c k s on i n d u l g e n c e s a n d m o n a s t i c i s m on t h e 

g rounds t h a t f a i t h in C h r i s t a l o n e j u s t i f i e s , P e e t e r s ' sermons a r e a l s o 

h i g h l y c r i t i c a l o f o t h e r a s p e c t s o f l a t e m e d i e v a l C a t h o l i c d e v o t i o n . In 

78 I b i d , i i i i r . T h i s image o f monks as t h i e v e s and r o b b e r s c l i m b i n g i n t o 
C h r i s t ' s s h e e p f o l d was n o t o r i g i n a l t o P e e t e r s , bu t was emp loyed by a 
number o f German p o l e m i c i s t s in t h e 1520s. See R.W, S c r i b n e r , For 
t h e sake o f s i m p l e f o l k (Cambr idge , 1 9 8 1 ) , p p . 5 1 - 5 4 . 

79 P e e t e r s , C h r l s t e l i k e sermonen, h i v . 

80 I b i d . h i l r . 'And In o r d e r t h a t t hey keep t h e m s e l v e s b e t t e r , t h e y go 
I n t o m o n a s t e r i e s , o r t h e y t h r u s t in t h e i r c h i l d r e n . Some a r e much 
h a p p i e r b e i n g p l a c e d in t h i s l i f e , f o r t h e y make s a c r i f i c e s t o Baal 
t h r o u g h t h e f i r e o f i m p u r i t y and s i n s a g a i n s t n a t u r e . ' 

81 Ib id . Z l l r . 
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p a r t i c u l a r , P e e t e r s r a i s e s s t r o n g o b j e c t i o n s t o t h e m e d i a t o r i a l r o l e 

o f t h e s a i n t s and t he V i r g i n Mary and t o c o n f e s s i o n and t he sac rament 

o f penance . For P e e t e r s , t h e S c r i p t u r e s abound w i t h p r o o f t h a t C h r i s t 

a l o n e i s our m e d i a t o r . The f a i t h o f t h e c e n t u r i o n whose s e r v a n t was 

h e a l e d ( M t t . 8 : 5 - 1 3 ) was , he o b s e r v e s , d i r e c t e d t o C h r i s t and n o t t o 
82 

t he s a i n t s , because C h r i s t a l o n e i s ou r m e d i a t o r b e f o r e God, L i k e w i s e , 

t h e woman w i t h t h e f l o w o f b l o o d ( M t t , 9 : 1 8 - 2 6 ) was c u r e d because she 

obeyed C h r i s t ' s i n j u n c t i o n t o come d i r e c t l y t o h i m , r a t h e r t han t h r o u g h 
On 

any i n t e r m e d i a r y . P r a y e r s t o t h e V i r g i n Mary a n d t h e s a i n t s a r e , 

f o r P e e t e r s , an a f f r o n t t o t h e un ique m e d i a t o r i a l r o l e o f C h r i s t , To 

t r u s t i n t h e s a i n t s r a t h e r t h a n in C h r i s t i s n o t h i n g s h o r t o f i d o l a t r y : 

'Ende datmen a l i e haer be t rouwen daer a f ende 
van a l l e h e y l i g e n t o t C h r i s t u m w i l b r e n g h e n , 
so roepen s i , he t i s k e t t e r i j e , want de 
duyue1 w i l s e in haer a f g o d e r i j e houden , we Ic 
daer in g e l e g e n i s , d a t s i doo r yemanden 
inden heme 1 o f t o p t e r ae rden s a l i c h w i l T e n 

warden o f t doo r e e n i g h e wercken o f t h a e r 
be t rouwen yewers op s e t t e n , dan op C h r i s t u m , 
d i e a l l e e n ons m i d d e l a e r i s g e s t e l t a I s Pau l us 
open l i e s e y t , i , T i m . i j . ' 8 4 . 

P e e t e r s ' f e e l i n g s t o w a r d s t h e sac rament o f penance were e q u a l l y 

a n t a g o n i s t i c . He r e f u t e s t he s t a n d a r d S c r i p t u r a l d e f e n c e o f t h e p r a c t i c e 

made by C a t h o l i c o p p o n e n t s , 'Go and show y o u r s e l v e s t o t he p r i e s t s 

(Lk 1 7 : 1 5 ) , by a r g u i n g t h a t t he t e n l e p e r s h e a l e d by C h r i s t in t h i s 

g o s p e l n a r r a t i v e were commanded o n l y t o show t h e i r b o d i e s t o t h e p r i e s t , 
85 

n o t t o make a c o n f e s s i o n . The b e l i e f t h a t in o r d e r t o be v a l i d a 

c o n f e s s i o n must be f u l l , P e e t e r s r e j e c t s as b e i n g c o n t r a r y t o P a u l ' s 

82 J . G . R , Acquoy , o p . c i t . p . 1 5 . 

83 P e e t e r s , C h r i s t e l i k e se rmonen , f v i r . 

84 J . G . R , Acquoy, o p . c i t . p p . 5 4 - 5 5 . 'And when men t r a n s f e r a l l t h e i r 
t r u s t f r o m t h e s a i n t s t o C h r i s t , t hen t h e y c r y " T h i s i s h e r e s y . " 
For t h e d e v i l d e s i r e s t o keep them in t he i d o l a t r y i n w h i c h t h e y l a y , 
t h a t i s , t h a t t h e y w i l l become h o l y e i t h e r t h r o u g h someone in heaven 
o r on e a r t h o r t h r o u g h any works o r t h e i r t r u s t i n s e t t i n g up someone 
o t h e r t h a n C h r i s t who a l o n e i s a p p o i n t e d as o u r m e d i a t o r as S t . Pau l 
c l e a r l y says in 1 T i m . 2 : ( 5 ) . ' 

85 Peeters, Chr is te l ike sermonen, s v i i r - v . See John Eck, Enchiridion of 
Commonplaces against Luther and other enemies of the Church, ed. 
F . L , B a t t l e s , p . 7 3 . 
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a d m o n i t i o n 'Be n o t d e c e i v e d : e v i l c o m m u n i c a t i o n s c o r r u p t good manne rs ' 

(1 C o r . 1 5 : 3 3 ) C o n f e s s i o n , a b s o l u t i o n and s a t i s f a c t i o n , t h e t r a d i t i o n a l 

t r i n i t y o f t h e sac rament o f penance a r e c a s t a s i d e in f a v o u r o f an 

e v a n g e l i c a l f o r m u l a - c o n f e s s i o n ( t o God and n o t t o a p r i e s t ) , r e p e n t a n c e 

and f a i t h . S a t i s f a c t i o n , t h e t h i r d p a r t o f t h e t r a d i t i o n a l s a c r a m e n t , 

comes in f o r p a r t i c u l a r l y f i e r c e c r i t i c i s m as b e i n g a blasphemy a g a i n s t 

t h e mercy o f God and t h e p a s s i o n and b l o o d o f C h r i s t . The woman caugh t 

in a d u l t e r y (Jn 8 : 1 - 1 1 ) was , P e e t e r s n o t e s , no t g i v e n a penance, bu t 

s i m p l y t o l d t o go and s i n no more : 

'Ende daer voo r en s e d t h i a n d e r s geen pen i t e n t i e , 
dan , en w i l t n i e t meer sond i g h e n . Hi e n s e y t n i e t 
leest so ve le , vast, waect, s laet v seluen e tc . 
D ie ander pen i t e n t i e v o o r de sonden s t e l l e n , 
b lasphemeren de b a r m h e r t i c h e y t Gods, r e c h t o f t h i 
so w r e e t waer d a t h i de sonden n i e t v o l m a e c t e l i c 
en v e r g a u e , ende o f h i de sonde sonde r de p i j n o f 
wrake mocht vergeuen ende n ie t de scu1 t . . . 0oc so 
blasphemeren si die passie ende tb ioe t Christ I , 
r e c h t o f h i voo r de sonden n i e t v o l d o e n en had, 
da t de mensche noch v e r u u 1 l e n moest d a t t e r g e b r a k e , 
ende d a t c o s t e l i c b l o e t n i e t w e e r d i c h ghenoech en 
ware voo r de schu11 de r sonden t e b e t a l e n . ' 88 

iv) S t y l e and s y m b o l i s m . 

P r o f e s s o r de B r u i n has p o i n t e d o u t t h a t a 1 t h o u g h P e e t e r s ' sermons 

a r e s t r o n g l y e v a n g e l i c a l in c o n t e n t , t h e y a l s o c o n t a in s t r a n d s o f 
89 

m e d i e v a l p i e t y . In p a r t i c u l a r , P e e t e r s draws on med i e v a 1 and 

p a t r i s t i c a 1 l e g o r i z i n g o f s c r i p t u r a 1 t e x t s , In h i s sermon on t h e 

healing of the man at the pool of Bethesda (Jn 5 : 1 - 1 5 , Friday in the 

86 P e e t e r s , C h r i s t e l i k e sermonen, t t v r , 

87 J . G . R . Acquoy , o p . c i t . p . 4 1 3 . 

88 I b i d , p . 2 1 9 , 'And t h e r e f o r e he set no o t h e r penance e x c e p t do n o t s in 
any more, He d id n o t say read so much, f a s t , keep v i g i l , bea t 
yoursel f e tc . These other penances set for sins are blasphemies 
a g a i n s t the mercy o f God, as i f he were so c r u e 1 t h a t he d i d n o t 
p e r f e c t l y f o r g i v e t h e s i n s and c o u l d f o r g i ve t h e s i n s w i t h o u t t h e 
punishment or revenge and not the g u i l t . . . Also they blaspheme so 
a g a i n s t the p a s s i o n and b l o o d o f C h r i s t , as i f he had n o t made 
s a t is f a c t ion f o r s i n , t h a t man must y e t f u l f i l w h a t i s l a c k i n g , and 
t h a t p rec ious b l o o d i s n o t s u f f i c i e n t l y w o r t h y t o pay t h e p e n a l t y o f 
s i n . ' 

89 C.C. de B r u i n , 'De sermoenen van N i c l a e s P e e t e r s ' , pp .3 1 - 3 3 . 
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f i r s t week o f L e n t ) , f o r examp le , he a t t a c h e s n u m e r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e 

t o the f i v e porches a t t he p o o l , e q u a t i n g these w i t h the Law, t he f i v e 

books o f Moses. The s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h i s a l l e g o r y is t h a t the Law is 

no t a b l e t o hea l t h e man, but o n l y t o b r i n g judgement , j u s t as no word 

w i t h o u t t h e i n t e r n a l w o r k i n g o f t he S p i r i t can c u r e t he c o n s c i e n c e . 

For t h i s p a r t i c u l a r a l l e g o r i c a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n P e e t e r s was s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
90 

i n d e b t e d t o S a i n t A u g u s t i n e , 

Such a l l e g o r i z i n g o f S c r i p t u r e , however , goes back t o the A p o s t o l i c 

age . The p a r a b l e s o f the sower and the wheat and t h e t a r e s , f o r example , 

a r e expounded as a l l e g o r i e s in t h e g o s p e l s o f Mark and Matthew 

r e s p e c t i v e l y , ^ ^ By the t h i r d c e n t u r y Or igen ( c l 8 5 - c 2 5 4 ) was a r g u i n g 

in f a v o u r o f a t h r e e f o l d i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f S c r i p t u r e , He t a u g h t t h a t 

j u s t as a man is d i v i d e d up in to t h r e e e l e m e n t s , b o d y , sou l and s p i r i t , 
92 

so the S c r i p t u r e s have t h r e e mean ings , l i t e r a l , m o r a l and s p i r i t u a l . 

The L a t i n F a t h e r s adop ted a s l i g h t l y d i f f e r e n t f r a m e w o r k , d i s t i n g u i s h i n g 

f o u r senses - l i t e r a l , a l l e g o r i c a l , t r o p o l o g i c a l and a n a g o g i c a l . T h i s 

d i v i s i o n p r o v i d e d the s t a n d a r d sys tem o f b i b l i c a l e x e g e s i s t h r o u g h o u t 

t he M i d d l e Ages , ^ ^ 

90 P e e t e r s . A u g u s t i n e , 

'Dat w a t e r met v i j f p o r t a l e n 'Qu inque p o r t i c u s , in qu i bus j a c e b a n t 
b e t e e k e n t d i e w e t , d i e n i e t i n f i r m ! . Legem s i g n i f i c a n t , quae 
geson t en maec t , mer meer gram- p r imo da ta e s t J u d a e i s e t p o p u l o 
scap w e r c t , so Paulus s e y t , he t I s r a e l per famu lum Dei Moysen, E ten im 
en s i d a t s e door den gees t Moyses i p s e , m i n i s t e r Leg i s , qu inque 
beweget w e r t , g e l i j c 00c geen l i b r o s f e c i t . P r o p t e r numerum e r g o 
woo r t sonder inwercken des l i b r o r u m , quos i l l e s c r i p s i t , qu inque 
gees t s d i e sond ighe c o n s c i e n t i e p o r t i c u s Legem f i g u r a b a n t . Quia ve ro 
geson t en maec t , want a l i s t een Lex non da ta e s t quae s a n a r e t 
w o o r t van den heyligen g e e s t , i n f i r m o s , sed quae p r o d e r e t e t 
d a t i s , het en g e e f t geen l i e f d e o s t e n d e r e t : s i c e n i m d i c i t A p o s t o l u m , 
om t e v o l b r e n g e n , het en s i Si en im da ta e s s e t Lex quae posse t 
d a t t e t de h e y l i g e gees t weder v i v i f i c a r e , o m n i o ex Lege e s s e t 
beroere , ende daer door inden j u s t i t i a . ' 
mensche d i e t h o o r t o f l e e s t , 
w e r c k e , ' A u g u s t i n e , 'Sermones ad p o p u l u m ' , CXXV, 
J .G .R . Acquoy, o p . c i t . S a n c t i a u r e l i i A u g u s t i n i . . . o p e r a omn ia , 
p p . 7 6 - 7 7 . pos t L o r a n i e n s i u m t h e o l o g o r u m 

recens ionem c a s t i q a t a ( P a r i s , 1836-
1838). V p t . 1 , c o l . 8 7 1 . 

91 The Cambridge h i s t o r y o f the b i b l e I I , The wes t f r o m t h e f a t h e r s t o 
t h e r e f o r m a t i o n , e d , G.W.H.Lampe ^Cambridge , 1 9 6 9 ) , p . I 6 l . 

92 R .P .C . Hanson, A l l e g o r y and e v e n t . A s t u d y o f t h e sou rces and 
s i g n i f i c a n c e o f O r i q e n ' s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f s c r i p t u r e (London, 1959) , 
p.235. 

93 The O x f o r d d i c t i o n a r y o f t h e c h r i s t i a n c h u r c h , e d . F . L . Cross and 
E .A . L i v i n g s t o n e (London, 1974) , p . 3 7 . 
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The g r e a t danger in t h e a l l e g o r i z i n g o f S c r i p t u r e was t h a t i t 

c o u l d be t a k e n t o ex t r eme l e n g t h s so t h a t a l l s e n s e o f t he o r i g i n a l 

meaning was l o s t . By t h e l a t e r M i d d l e Ages many i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f 

S c r i p t u r a l a l l e g o r y bore l i t t l e r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e o r i g i n a l t e x t . The 

t r e a t m e n t o f t h e p a r a b l e o f t h e l a b o u r e r s in t h e v i n e y a r d ( M t t , 2 0 : 1 - 1 0 , 

t he Gospel f o r Sep tuages ima) in an anonymous l a t e f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y 

E n g l i s h sermon c o l l e c t i o n i s an e x t r e m e case in p o i n t . A f t e r t h e 

c o n v e n t i o n a l i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f t he husbandman as God, t h e a u t h o r i s 

s i d e - t r a c k e d i n t o a l i s t i n g o f p a r t i c u l a r s i n s i n t h e v i n e y a r d ; t h e 

f i r s t i s t h e v i n e o f s i n and w i c k e d men; t h e s e c o n d t he Church ; t h e 

t h i r d man 's s o u l redeemed by C h r i s t ; t h e f o u r t h t h e B lessed V i r g i n 

Mary ; t h e f i f t h C h r i s t , and t h e s i x t h h e a v e n l y b l i s s . The p o i n t o f 

t h e p a r a b l e , t h a t t hose c o n v e r t e d l a t e r i n l i f e r e c e i v e the reward o f 

heaven a l o n g w i t h t h o s e who have long l ed g o d l y l i v e s i s e n t i r e l y 

ove r l o o k e d 

By t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y , h o w e v e r , new methods o f 

b i b l i c a l e x e g e s i s were b e i n g a d o p t e d . Some C h r i s t i a n human is ts p r e f e r r e d 

a more l i t e r a l and g r a m m a t i c a l a p p r o a c h , Erasmus i n h i s work on 

p r e a c h i n g Ecc les i a s t e s ( 1 5 3 5 ) , f o r examp le , s p e c i f i c a l l y warned a g a i n s t 

a l l e g o r i e s w h i c h a r e a g a i n s t t h e n a t i v e sense o f t h e t e x t , and even 

c r i t i c i z e d t h e F a t h e r s on t h i s p o i n t . He a r g u e d t h a t a l l e g o r i e s s h o u l d 

n o t be made u n l e s s t h e l i t e r a l sense is f i r s t u n d e r s t o o d , and t h a t t h e y 

ns 
96 

95 
must n o t be used t o p rove dogmas. L i k e w i s e , P r o t e s t a n t t h e o l o g i a n s 

were g e n e r a l l y c r i t i c a l o f a l l e g o r i c a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f S c r i p t u r e 

In h i s In e p i s t o l a m s a n c t i P a u l i ad G a l a t a s c o m m e n t a r i u s (1535) L u t h e r 

went so f a r as t o say t h a t Pau l had w i s h e d t o end h i s e p i s t l e t o t h e 

G a l a t i a n s a t v e r s e t w e n t y o f c h a p t e r f o u r , so d o u b t f u l was he o f t h e 

v a l u e o f P a u l ' s a l l e g o r i z i n g o f t h e s t o r y o f Sa rah and Hagar in t h e 

94 J.W. B l e n c h , P r e a c h i n g i n Eng land in t he l a t e f i f t e e n t h and e a r l y 
s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s ( O x f o r d , 1964) , p p . 4 - 5 . 

95 Ib id . pp.28-29. 

96 T h i s i s no t t r u e o f a l l P r o t e s t a n t t h e o l o g i a n s . For t h e use M e l c h i o r 
Hof fman made o f m e d i e v a l a l l e g o r y see C .A , P a t e r , ' M e l c h i o r H o f f m a n ' s 
e x p l i c a t i o n o f t h e Songs ( i ) o f S o n g s . ' ARG LXVI I I ( 1 9 7 7 ) , 
pp.173-191. 
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l a t t e r h a l f o f t h i s c h a p t e r . W h i l s t he d i d n o t e n t i r e l y r e j e c t t he 

use o f a l l e g o r y , he saw i t as h i g h l y d a n g e r o u s , a n d s i n g l e d ou t t h e 

a l l e g o r i z i n g o f O r i g e n and Jerome f o r p a r t i c u l a r c r i t i c i s m : 

' F u i t au tem Pau lus o p t i m u s a r t i f e x t r a c t a n d i 
A l l e g o r i a s , r e f e r r e e n i m eas s o l e t ad 
d o c t r i n a m f i d e i , ad g r a t i a m e t ad C h r i s t u m , 
non ad legem e t o p e r a , ut O r i g e n s e t 
H ie ronymus . H i , q u i a s imp 1 i c i s s i m a s 
s e n t e n t i a s s c r i p t u r a e , i n q u i b u s A l l e g o r i a e 
locum non habent , v e r t e r u n t i n A l l e g o r i a s 
i n c o n c i n n a s e t i n e p t a s , i u r e r e p r e h e n d u n t u r , 
I t a q u e i m i t a t i o t r a c t a n d a r u m A l l e g o r i a r u m 
i n f e l i x e s t e t p le rumque e t i a m p e r i c u l o s a . 
Nam n i s i q u i s p e r f e c t a m c o g n i t i o n e m d o c t r i n a e 
C h r i s t i a n a e ha b e a t , non f e l i c i t e r t r a c t a b i t 
A 1 l e g o r i a s , ' 98 

T h i s r e j e c t i o n o f t he f o u r f o l d method o f b i b l i c a l e x e g e s i s by 

P r o t e s t a n t t h e o l o g i a n s was more o r l e s s i n e v i t a b l e . To r e t a i n i t w o u l d 

have been t o concede t h a t the numerous a l l e g o r i c a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f 

S c r i p t u r e t o s u p p o r t o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c i s m were v a l i d . C a r d i n a l P o l e , 

f o r e x a m p l e , used Luke 5 : 3 - 6 where C h r i s t p r e a c h e s f r o m P e t e r ' s boa t 

and t h e n commands t h e ne t t o be l o w e r e d , r e s u l t i n g in a m i r a c u l o u s 
99 

c a t c h o f f i s h , i n s u p p o r t o f papa l p r i m a c y . In o r d e r t o r e f u t e such 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s , L u t h e r and h i s f o l l o w e r s were r e q u i r e d t o c a s t a s i d e 

t h e e n t i r e m e d i e v a l e x e g e t i c a l f r a m e w o r k . A n y t h i n g l e s s w o u l d have been 

t o l ay t h e m s e l v e s open t o a t t a c k f r o m any one o f h u n d r e d s o f ' h i d d e n 
11 • 1 100 

a 1 l e g o r l e s ' . 

97 WA40/1, p .652. 

98 WA40/1, p . 6 5 3 . 'Now Paul was a m a r v e l l o u s l y c u n n i n g workman in 
h a n d l i n g o f a l l e g o r i e s ; f o r he i s wont t o a p p l y them t o t h e d o c t r i n e 
o f f a i t h , t o g r a c e , and t o C h r i s t , and no t t o t h e law and t h e works 
t h e r e o f , as O r i g e n and Jerome d o , who a r e w o r t h i l y r e p r e h e n d e d f o r 
t h a t t h e y t u r n e d t h e p l a i n sen tences o f t h e S c r i p t u r e , where 
a l l e g o r i e s have no p l a c e , i n t o u n f i t and f o o l i s h a l l e g o r i e s . 
T h e r e f o r e t o use a l l e g o r i e s , i t i s o f t e n t i m e s a v e r y dange rous t h i n g . 
Fo r u n l e s s a man have p e r f e c t knowledge o f C h r i s t i a n d o c t r i n e , he 
c a n n o t use a l l e g o r i e s r i g h t l y as he s h o u l d d o . ' L u t h e r , Commentary 
on G a l a t i a n s . R e v i s e d and c o m p l e t e d t r a n s l a t i o n based on t h e ' M i d d l e t o n ' 
e d i t i o n o f t h e E n g l i s h v e r s i o n o f 1575 (London , 1 9 5 3 ) , p . 4 l 4 . 

99 J.W, B l e n c h , o p . c i t . p . 4 2 . 

100 The re formers may a l s o have been i n f l u e n c e d by t h e danger o f t h e 
s p i r i t u a l i s t s i n t h e i r r e j e c t i o n o f a l l e g o r i c a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f 
S c r i p t u r e , 
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But what o f P e e t e r s ? Does h i s use o f a l l e g o r y make h im l ess o f 

a L u t h e r a n t h a n i n i t i a l l y sugges ted? The q u e s t i o n canno t e a s i l y be 

s e t t l e d . Though in 1535 L u t h e r was s u s p i c i o u s o f a l l a l l e g o r y , he had 

come t o t h i s p o s i t i o n o n l y g r a d u a l l y . In t h e 1520s Lu the r r e j e c t e d 

o n l y t h e more b i z a r r e a l l e g o r i e s w h i c h , i n h i s v i e w , were no t i n a c c o r d 

w i t h the t r u e meaning o f t h e t e x t . In h i s sermon on t h e p a r a b l e o f t h e 

sower ( L k . 8 : 4 - 1 5 ) f o r Sexagesima 1525, f o r i n s t a n c e , he d i s c a r d e d t h e 

m e d i e v a l v i e w t h a t t h e b e a r i n g o f f r u i t t h i r t y - f o l d r e f e r r e d t o m a r r i a g e , 

s i x t y - f o l d t o w idowhood , an one h u n d r e d - f o l d t o c h a s t i t y , H i s sermon 

on t h e f e e d i n g o f t h e f i v e t h o u s a n d ( J n . 6 : 1 - 1 4 ) o n t h e f o u r t h Sunday 

i n Len t in the same y e a r , howeve r , is packed w i t h a l l e g o r y . Q u o t i n g 

I s a i a h 4 0 : 6 ' A l l f l e s h i s g r a s s ' as a p r o o f t e x t , he equa ted t he 'much 

g r a s s ' o f v e r s e t e n w i t h e x t e r n a l h o l i n e s s , w i sdom and s t r e n g t h ; t he 

f i v e l oaves ha i d e n t i f i e d as t h e e x t e r n a l p h y s i c a l word u n d e r s t o o d 

t h r o u g h t he n a t u r a l i n t e l l e c t ; t h e two f i s h e s were t h e p a t r i a r c h s and 

t h e p r o p h e t s ; t h e t w e l v e baske t s ware t h e w r i t i n g s o f the A p o s t l e s ; 

P h i l i p ' s a d v i s e on t h e c o s t o f f o o d s i g n i f i e d human t e a c h e r s who t r y t o 

h e l p t h e s o u l bu t c a n n o t ; t h e b read in C h r i s t ' s hands was t h a t w h i c h 
102 

i s done t h r o u g h h i s works and n o t by o u r own e f f o r t s , and so on . 

S u r p r i s i n g l y , P e e t e r s ' sermon on t he f e e d i n g o f t h e f i v e t h o u s a n d 

i s e n t i r e l y d e v o i d o f such a l l e g o r i z i n g and so no c o m p a r i s o n w i t h L u t h e r 

can be made h e r e . One sermon in w h i c h bo th P e e t e r s and L u t h e r made 

e x t e n s i v e use o f a l l e g o r y , however , was t h e Gospe l f o r the t h i r t e e n t h 

Sunday a f t e r T r i n i t y , t h e p a r a b l e o f t h e Good S a m a r i t a n ( L k , 1 0 : 2 3 - 3 7 ) . 

Here P e e t e r s ' a l l e g o r y i s c l o s e l y s i m i l a r t o L u t h e r ' s bu t i t i s u n l i k e l y 

t h a t t h e N e t h e r l a n d e r was d i r e c t l y i n d e b t e d t o t h e German r e f o r m e r . 

P e e t e r s i s no t t e x t u a l l y dependent on L u t h e r f o r t h i s sermon a n d , 

a l t h o u g h t he two men 's a l l e g o r i z i n g is s i m i l a r f o r t h e most p a r t , i t i s 

n o t i d e n t i c a l . On t h i s o c c a s i o n , b o t h P e s t e r s and L u t h e r drew e i t h e r 

d i r e c t l y o r I n d i r e c t l y on O r i g e n ' s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t he p a r a b l e as I s 

d e m o n s t r a t e d in t he t a b l e o v e r l e a f . 

101 WA17/2, p . 1 5 7 . B l e n c h c i t e s S t . John F i s h e r , B i s h o p o f R o c h e s t e r 
for th is exegesis. See J.W. Blench, o p . c i t . p .17 . 

102 WA17/2, pp.224-227. 
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103 O r i g e n , Home l i e s s u r s . Luc , Sources c h r e t i e n n e s LXXXVl l ( P a r i s , 1 9 6 2 ) , p p . 4 0 2 - 4 0 5 . 

104 WA10/1/2. pp.335-367. 

105 P e e t e r s , C h r i s t e l i k e sermonen, s i i i i r - v . 
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However, t hough L u t h e r had no t c o m p l e t e l y r e j e c t e d a l l a l l e g o r i z i n g 

i n t h e 1520s, h i s p o s i t i o n was , n o n e t h e l e s s , more r a d i c a l than t h a t o f 

P e e t e r s , The d i s c r e p a n c y between t h e two men can be seen in t h e i r 

e x p o s i t i o n s on t h e Gospel f o r Sep tuages ima , t he p a r a b l e o f t h e v i n e y a r d 

( M t t . 2 0 : 1 - 1 6 ) . T h i s p a r a b l e r e l a t e s how t h e owner o f a v i n e y a r d h i r e d 

o u t l a b o u r e r s t o w o r k f o r h im a t v a r i o u s hou rs o f t h e day , and t hen 

p a i d them a l l e q u a l amounts w h e t h e r t h e y had w o r k e d f o r one hour o r 

t w e l v e . A u g u s t i n e had i n t e r p r e t e d t he workmen o f t h e f i r s t hour as t h e 

f i r s t r i g h t e o u s men such as Abe l and Noah, t h o s e o f t h e t h i r d hou r as 

t h e p a t r i a r c h s , t h o s e o f t h e s i x t h hour as Moses and A a r o n , t h o s e o f 

t h e n i n t h hour as t he p r o p h e t s and t h o s e o f t h e e l e v e n t h hour as 

C h r i s t i a n s . P e e t e r s b r o a d l y a d o p t e d t h e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f A u g u s t i n e 

e q u a t i n g t h o s e h i r e d e a r l y i n t h e m o r n i n g w i t h t h e Jews and t h o s e h i r e d 

l a t e r on w i t h t h e G e n t i l e s . ^ ^ ^ L u t h e r , however , w r i t i n g in 1525, 

s p e c i f i c a l l y r e j e c t e d such e x p l a n a t i o n s as f a b l e s . For h im , t h e p a r a b l e 

was t o be i n t e r p r e t e d s i m p l y as an i 1 1 u s t r a t i on o f how we a r e t o e n t e r 

t he k ingdom o f heaven , t h a t i s , be ing e n t i r e l y d e p e n d e n t upon t h e g r a c e 

and mercy o f God: 

' D i s E u a n g e l i o n ha ben e t t l i c h e V e t e r gezogen a u f f 
d i e p r e d i g e r von der w e l l t an b i s an d a s ende . 
Das d i e e r s t e s t u n d e sey Adams z e y t , D i e d r i t t e 
Noe z e y t . D ie s e c h s t e Abraham, D ie neunde Mose, 
D ie e y l f f t e C h r i s t i und d e r A p o s t e l n , S o l c h 
geschwe tze i s t g u t d i e z e y t z u v e r t r e y b e n , w e y l 
man s o n s t n i c h t s zu p r e d i g e n h a t , Denn das w i l l 
s i c h u b e l reymen, das der p f e n n i g s o l i das ew ige 
l eben s e y n , da r an s i c h d i e e r s t e n , a I s Adam und 
d i e e r s t e n h e y l i g e n P a t r i a r c h e n n i c h t l a s s e n 
benuegen, und s o l Ten ym h y m e l r e i c h s o l c h h e y l i g e 
l e u t e m u r r e n , dazu vom haus v a t e r g e s c h o l t e n und 
f u r d i e l e t z t e n , das i s t , verdampt geha1 t e n 
warden, 

'Darumb l assen wyr s o l c h e f a b e l f a r e n und 
b l e y b e n bey der e y n f e l t i g e n l e r e und meynung 
C h r i s t ! , de r m i t d i s s e r g l e i c h n i s zeygen w i l l , w i e 
es zu gehe ym hymel r e i c h , das i s t , ynn d e r 
C h r i s t e n h e y t a u f f e r d e n , das G o t t d a s e l b s 
w u e n d e r l i c h r i c h t e t und w i r c k t . N e m l i c h a u f f d i e 
weyse . Das e r aus den e r s t e n d i e l e t z t e n und aus 

106 A u g u s t i n e , 'Sermones ad p o p u l u m ' , LXXXVI I , o p . c i t . V p t . l 
CO 1 . 6 6 4 - 6 6 5 . 

107 P e e t e r s , C h r i s t e l i k e sermonen, k k i i i r . 
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den l e t z t e n d i e e r s t e n mach t . Und i s t a l i e s 
g e s a g t zu demue t i gen d i e i h e n i g e n , d i e e t t w a s 
s i n d , das s i e s i c h a u f f n i c h t s s o l l e n v e r l a s s e n 
denn a u f f d i e b l o s s e G o t t e s g u e t e und 
b a r m h e r t z i c k e y t . ' 108 

Bes ides h i s l e s s i n h i b i t e d use o f a l l e g o r y , P e e t e r s a l s o 

accommodated S c r i p t u r e t o a much g r e a t e r e x t e n t t h a n L u t h e r , I ndeed , 

a t t i m e s h i s accommodat ions approached t h e o l d t y p e o f a l l e g o r y . In 

h i s sermon on t h e Gospel f o r t h e T h u r s d a y in t h e f i f t h week o f Lent 

(Jn 7 : 4 0 - 5 3 ) , f o r i n s t a n c e , in w h i c h t h e P h a r i s e e s r e j e c t e d C h r i s t 

because t h e y m i s t a k e n l y b e l i e v e d he was born in G a l i l e e , P e e t e r s l i n k e d 

t o g e t h e r o l d and new enemies o f t h e G o s p e l : 

' D i e P h a r i s e e n , d i e h e y l i g e C o n c i l i e n , Paus ende 
C a r d i n a l e n hebben hem inden ban g e d a e n , daerom 
so en i s h i van God n i e t gesonden , C h r i s t u s s a l 
h e e r l i c ende met g r o o t e r p r o n c k e r i j e n w t 
B e t h l e e m c o m e n . ' 109 

However , l i k e t h e P h a r i s e e s , t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y e c c l e s i a s t i c a l h i e r a r c h y 

o n l y succeed in t u r n i n g S c r i p t u r e a g a i n s t t h e m s e l v e s : 

108 WA17/2, p p . 1 3 6 - 1 3 7 . 'From t h i s Gospel some o f t h e F a t h e r s have 
drawn t h e p r e a c h e r s f r o m the b e g i n n i n g t o t h e e n d o f t he w o r l d . 
The f i r s t h o u r , t h e y s a y , was Adam's t i m e , t h e t h i r d N o a h ' s , t h e 
s i x t h A b r a h a m ' s , t h e n i n t h Moses; t h e e l e v e n t h C h r i s t and h i s 
a p o s t l e s , ' Such p r a t t l e is o n l y good f o r w h i l i n g away t h e t i m e 
so t h a t o t h e r s do no t have t o p r e a c h . For t h i s r e s u l t s in an 
o b j e c t i o n a b l e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , t h a t t h e p e n n i e s w h i c h s h o u l d be 
e t e r n a l l i f e were no t r e c e i v e d w i t h j o y by t h e f i r s t such as Adam 
and the f i r s t h o l y p a t r i a r c h s c o m p l a i n e d in h e a v e n , as a r e s u l t o f 
w h i c h t h e h o u s e h o l d e r damned them. 

T h e r e f o r e we w i l l f l e e such f a b l e s and r e m a i n w i t h t h e s i m p l e 
d o c t r i n e and v i e w o f C h r i s t , t h a t t h i s i s an i l l u s t r a t i o n o f how t o 
e n t e r t h e k ingdom o f heaven , t h a t i s , i n t o C h r i s t e n d o m on e a r t h , 
where God r u l e s and works w o n d e r f u l l y . To know i n t h i s way t h a t he 
c r e a t e s f r om t h e f i r s t t o t he l a s t and f r o m t h e l a s t t o t h e f i r s t . 
And e v e r y t h i n g has been s a i d t o humble them b e c a u s e t h e y have no t 
abandoned t h e m s e l v e s t o t he b l o o d , goodness and mercy o f G o d . ' 

109 Acquoy, o p . c i t , p . 3 1 5 . 'The P h a r i s e e s , the h o l y c o u n c i l s , popes 
and c a r d i n a l s have p u t h im under t h e ban ; t h e r e f o r e he i s n o t 
s e n t f r o m God, f o r C h r i s t s h a l l come from B e t h l e h e m w i t h g l o r y and 
g r e a t pomp.' 



199 

'Ende daer om a l l e g e r e n dese o n g e l o o u i g e menschen 
d i e s c h r i f t u r e tegen haer s e l u e n , dae r s i j t 
g e h e e l i c waenden gewonnen t e hebben, s o e1c h i e r 
t a s t e n mach. G e l i j c de v i a n d e n der E u a n g e l i s c h e r 
w a e r h e y t nv ooc voo r onsen oo ren doen . ' 110 

S i m i l a r l y , f o r t h e Gospel f o r Ep iphany ( M t t . 2 : 1 - 1 2 ) , t h e s t o r y o f t h e 

Mag i , a p a r a l l e l was made between t h e r e i g n s o f H e r o d and the papacy 

i n s o f a r as b o t h r e i g n t h r o u g h human t e a c h i n g and w o r k s r a t h e r t han 

f a i t h and t h e G o s p e l : 

'Dese g h e b o o r t e g h e s c h i e t inden dagen He rodus des 
C o n i n e s , d a t i s , een g h e e s t e l i c r e g i m e n t , d a t de 
1 ieden n i e t doer t g h e l l o u e ende Euange l i o n , maer 
doer menschen l e e r i n g h e n ende wercken r e g e e r t , 
ende n o c h t a n s den naen ende s c h i j n h e e f t , a Is o f t 
h e t de 1 ieden doer den r e c h t e n wech t e n hemel 
l e y d d e , ende d i e we 1 l e e r d e , hoe we 1 d a t s e 
n o c h t a n s doer de breeder wech t e r he l i e n l e y t , 
g e l i j c de Paus met s i n e n g e e s t e l i j c k e n r e g i m e n t e 
in de c o n s c i e n t i e d e r menschen w i l r e g n e r e n , 
g e b i e d e n d e ende v e r b i e d e n d e r e c h t o f t h i God s e l u e 
w a r e . ' I l l 

Such a n t i - C a t h o l i c accommodat ions a r e n o t , o f c o u r s e , un ique t o 

P e e t e r s . They were q u i t & o f t e n used by e v a n g e l i c a l s t o r a i l opponen ts 

o f t h e G o s p e l , The E n g l i s h r e f o r m e r Hugh L a t i m e r ( c 1 4 8 5 - 1 5 5 5 ) , f o r 

examp le , d rew s i m i l a r p a r a l l e l s t o P e e t e r s e q u a t i n g t h e P h a r i s e e s w i t h 

monks and ' h o l l o w - h e a r t e d ' p a p i s t s , and i d e n t i f y i n g t h o s e who were 

a s l e e p when t h e enemy came and sowed t a r e s ( M t t . 1 3 : 2 5 ) as ' t h e b i s h o p s 
1 12 

and p r e l a t e s , t h e s l o t h f u l and c a r e l e s s c u r a t e s a n d m i n i s t e r s . ' 

110 I b i d . p . 3 1 4 . 'And t h e r e f o r e t h e s e u n b e l i e v i n g men c i t e t h e S c r i p t u r e 
a g a i n s t t h e m s e l v e s h a v i n g s i m p l y c r e a t e d i l l u s i o n s as anyone can see , 
J u s t l i k e t h e enemies o f t h e t r u t h o f t he Gospe l now a l s o do f o r ou r 
e a r s . ' 

111 P e e t e r s , C h r i s t e l i k e sermonen, f f v i i i r - v . ' T h i s b i r t h t o o k p l a c e 
in t he days o f Herod t h e k i n g , t h a t i s a s p i r i t u a l r u l e when t h e 
p e o p l e were g o v e r n e d , no t t h r o u g h f a i t h and t h e G o s p e l , but t h r o u g h 
human t e a c h i n g and w o r k s , bu t w h i c h n e v e r t h e l e s s had t h e name and 
appearance o f l e a d i n g t h e r i g h t way t o heaven. Though t h i s may be 
t a u g h t w e l l i t i s t h e b road way t h a t leads t o h e l l , l i k e t h e pope 
w i l l r e i g n w i t h h i s s p i r i t u a l r u l e in t h e c o n s c i e n c e o f men, 
commanding and f o r b i d d i n g as i f he h i m s e l f were G o d , ' 

112 J.W, B l e n c h , o p . c i t , p . 4 7 . 
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N e v e r t h e l e s s , P e e t e r s ' use o f t h i s t e c h n i q u e w h e r e L u t h e r does n o t 

employ i t a g a i n i n d i c a t e s an independence o f s p i r i t o f t he N e t h e r l a n d e r , 

as w i t h h i s more c o n s e r v a t i v e use o f a l l e g o r y . T e x t u a l l y dependent on 

L u t h e r he may have been, bu t t h i s d i d no t mean t h a t he s l a v i s h l y c o p i e d 

him in a l 1 r e s p e c t s . 

Much rema ins unknown abou t N i c l a e s P e e t e r s a n d h i s sermons. Though 

more i n t e l l i g e n t guesses can now be made, t h e t r u e i d e n t i t y o f P e e t e r s 

rema ins a m y s t e r y and , u n l e s s new e v i d e n c e i s d i s c o v e r e d , i t i s l i k e l y 

t h a t t h i s w i l l c o n t i n u e t o be t h e c a s e . E x a c t l y when t he sermons were 

w r i t t e n and p u b l i s h e d i s s t i l l unknown, a l t h o u g h 1528 has been s e t as 

t h e t e r m i n u s a quo and 1543 as t h e t e r m i n u s ad quern. In a d d i t i o n , t h e 

p r i n t e r o f P e e t e r s ' sermons c a n n o t c e r t a i n l y be e s t a b l i s h e d . Why d i d 

P e e t e r s choose t o p l a g i a r i z e f r o m L u t h e r ? Wha t , i f a n y t h i n g , was t h e 

r a t i o n a l e b e h i n d t he s e l e c t i o n o f t he p a r t i c u l a r sermons he bor rowed? 

How aware was P e e t e r s o f h i s own more t r a d i t i o n a l s t a n c e on t h e 

a l l e g o r i z i n g o f t h e S c r i p t u r e s compared t o t h a t o f L u t h e r ? These and 

o t h e r q u e s t i o n s s t i l l rema in unanswered. N e v e r t h e l e s s , many o f t h e 

p rob lems s u r r o u n d i n g o u r ' d e v o u t F r a n c i s c a n ' and h i s sermons have now 

been s o l v e d . 
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CHAPTER 8 

HERESY ON THE STAGE? 

' F o r in t hose p l a y s was t h e word o f God 
f y r s t openyd i n t h y s c o n t r e y . Wiche p l a y s 
were and a r f o r b i d e n , moche more s t r e t t l y 
t h a n any o f t h e boks o f Ma r t yn L u t e r , ' 1 

So w r o t e t h e E n g l i s h merchan t R ichard C lough t o h i s p a t r o n S i r 

Thomas Gresham on 4 Augus t 1561 a f t e r w i t n e s s i n g t h e p r o c e s s i o n t h e 

p r e v i o u s day o f t h e 1,426 r e d e r i j k e r s i n t o A n t w e r p f o r the A n t w e r p 

r e d e r i j k e r f e s t i va1 ( l a n d j u w e e l ) . However , C l o u g h ' s remarks we re no t 

d i r e c t e d a t t h e p l a y s o f t h e 1561 A n t w e r p l and juwee 1. Ra the r he was 

r e f e r r i n g t o t h e speTen o f t h e l a s t g r e a t f e s t i v a l a t Ghent in 1539 

w h i c h had c e n t r e d on t h e theme 'What i s t h e g r e a t e s t c o m f o r t f o r a 

d y i n g man?' 

The E n g l i s h o b s e r v e r was no t a l o n e in h i s v i e w s . Opponents o f t h e 

e v a n g e l i c a l f a i t h were e q u a l l y c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h e v e r n a c u l a r p l a y s 

p roduced by t h e chambers o f r h e t o r i c were o f a ' L u t h e r a n ' o r i e n t a t i o n , 

F r a n c i s c u s S o n n l u s , i n q u i s i t o r f o r t h e p r o v i n c e s o f H o l l a n d , Zea land 

and F r i e s l a n d , was p a r t i c u l a r l y conce rned a t t h e s p r e a d o f he resy v i a 

t h e r e d e r i j k e r s . In a l e t t e r o f 25 March 1551 he c o m p l a i n e d t h a t t h e 

r e d e r i j k e r s d i s c u s s i o n o f con t rove rs ia1 a r t i c l e s o f t h e f a i t h w i t h i n 

t h e i r p l a y s and t h e i r p r e o c c u p a t ion w i t h B i b l i c a l t e x t s we re l e a d ing 
2 

p e o p l e i n t o e r r o r . The a r d e n t C a t h o l i c ch ron i c i e r o f t h e Du tch R e v o l t 

Renon de Franee a 1 so a t t a c k e d t h e r e d e r i j k e r s f o r t h e i r mock ing o f God 
3 

t h e c l e r g y and t h e Chu rch , w h i l s t W i I h e l m u s L i n d a n u s , i n q u is i t o r f o r 

H o l l a n d , Zee l and and F r i e s l and a p p e a r s t o have been obsessed w i t h t h e 

' C a l v i n i s t ' i nc 1 i n a t ions o f t h e r e d e r i j k e r s a t Gouda i n t h e summer o f 

1 R e l a t i o n s p o l i t i ques des Pays-Bas e t de 1 ' A n g l e t e r r e , sous l e regne 
de P h i l ippe I I , e d . K. de L e t t e n h o v e ( B r u s s e l s , 1 8 8 2 - 1 9 0 0 ) , I I , p . 5 9 7 . 

2 L.M, van D i s , R e f o r m a t o r i s c h e r e d e r i j k e r s s p e l e n u i t de e e r s t e he 1 f t 
van de z e s t iende eeuw ( H a a r l e m , 1937 ) , p . 3 1. 

3 Renon de F r a n c e , H i s t o i r e des t r o u b l e s des Pays Bas e d . C. P i o t 
(B russe 1 s , 1 8 8 6 ) , I , p . 4 6 , 
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1564 .4 

How a c c u r a t e a r e t h e s e assessments o f t h e r e l i g i o u s p o s i t i o n o f 

t h e r e d e r i j k e r s . Were t hey e v a n g e l i c a l s who used t h e i r p l a y s as a 

v e h i c l e f o r t he p r o m u l g a t i o n o f the new t h e o l o g y ? Were t h e y 

a n t i c i e r i c a I s eager t o a t t a c k ' a b u s e s ' w i t h i n t h e Church? Or were t h e y 

s i m p l y o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c s h a v i n g f u n a t t h e e x p e n s e o f t he e s t a b l i s h m e n t ? 

Is i t p o s s i b l e t o g e n e r a l i z e abou t t he r e l i g i o u s p o s i t i o n o f the 

r e d e r i { k e r s a t a l l , o r d i d t h e y d i f f e r so much f r o m town t o town t h a t 

one can o n l y t a l k o f p a r t i c u l a r p l a y s and i n d i v i d u a l chambers o f 

r h e t o r i c r a t h e r t han r e d e r i j k e r s in g e n e r a l ? 

The e x t e n t o f m a t e r i a l a v a i l a b l e f o r a s t u d y o f t h e r e l i g i o u s 

p o s i t i o n o f t h e r e d e r i j k e r s i s c o n s i d e r a b l e , A t o t a l o f one hundred 

and e i g h t y seven chambers o f r h e t o r i c a r e known t o have been a c t i v e i n 
5 

t h e N e t h e r l a n d s in t h e f i r s t h a l f o f t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . Most o f 

t h e s e were c o n c e n t r a t e d in t h e s o u t h , p a r t i c u l a r l y in B raban t and 

F l a n d e r s . The remote n o r t h e r n p r o v i n c e s o f F r i e s l a n d , G e l d e r l a n d , 

O v e r i j s e l and U t r e c h t , f o r e x a m p l e , had o n l y one chamber e a c h , ^ w h i l s t 

t h e F l e m i s h towns o f l e p e r and Ghent boas ted s i x a n d f i v e r e s p e c t i v e l y . ^ 

An a n a l y s i s o f a l l t h e r e l i g i o u s p l a y s p e r f o r m e d by t h e r e d e r i j k e r s in 

t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y is beyond t h e scope o f t h i s s t u d y . S ince o u r a i m 

t h r o u g h o u t has been t o examine t he r o l e and i n f l u e n c e o f t h e p r i n t e d 

book in t h e Du tch R e f o r m a t i o n , we s h a l l c o n c e n t r a t e on p r i n t e d p l a y s 

(as opposed t o t h o s e w h i c h c i r c u l a t e d o n l y in m a n u s c r i p t f o rm) t o 

d i s c o v e r t h e answers t o o u r q u e s t i o n s . 

T e n s i o n between t he Church and t he chambers o f r h e t o r i c a n t e d a t e d 

t h e R e f o r m a t i o n . As e a r l y as 1408 an e d i c t was i s s u e d a t T o u r n a i 

f o r b i d d i n g p l a y s in w h i c h t h e Sacrament o f t h e A l t a r o r o t h e r m a t t e r s 

4 P. Th . van B e u n i n g e n , W i l h e l m u s L indanus a Is i n q u i s i t e u r en b i s s c h o p 
(Assen , 1966 ) , p p . 1 4 5 - 1 5 1 . J. K l e i j n t j e n s , ' V e r s l a g o v e r den 
godsdienst lgen toestand in Hol land en F r i e s land A 1 5 6 5 ' . HoiariemscAG, 

- L,|X | ) p S 2 - i O l ' 

5 J . Decave le , De dageraad van de r e f o r m a t i e in V l a a n d e r e n ( 1 5 2 0 - 1 5 6 5 ) 
( B r u s s e l s , 1 9 7 5 ) , I , p . 1 9 3 . 

6 E . E l l e r b r o e k - F o r t u i n , Amsterdamse r e d e r i j k e r s s p e l e n in de z e s t i e n d e 
eeuw (Gron i n g e n , 1937 ) , p . 1 5 . 

7 J. Decave le , o p . c i t . p . 1 9 3 . 
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g 

t o u c h i n g t he f a i t h were p e r f o r m e d . Ye t t h i s was p r o b a b l y not an 

a t t a c k on he resy as s u c h , bu t a r e f l e c t i o n o f t h e C h u r c h ' s conce rn t o 

p r e v e n t any f l i p p a n t t r e a t m e n t o f some th i ng as i m p o r t a n t as the 

E u c h a r i s t , ^ More than a c e n t u r y l a t e r , on 5 M a r c h 1526, the messenger 

of t h e Hof van H o l l a n d was s e n t t o Amsterdam in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h a p l a y 

t h a t some r e d e r i j k e r s o f t h e town had p e r f o r m e d ' t o t confuys, d e r i s i e 

ende b e s p o t t i n g h e vande sac ramen ten der h e y l i g e r k e r k e ende a n d r e 

g o i d e n i n s t i t u c i e n ' T h i s may i n d i c a t e t h a t e v a n g e l i c a l i n f l u e n c e 

had p e n e t r a t e d t he Amsterdam chamber o f r h e t o r i c a t t h i s e a r l y s t a g e o f 

t h e R e f o r m a t i o n . However , t h e charge i s u n c l e a r , and t he p l a y may w e l l 

have been a n t i c l e r i c a l in t o n e r a t h e r t han s p e c i f i c a l l y e v a n g e l i c a l . 

I t was n o t u n t i l t h e p e r f o r m a n c e o f t h e n i n e t e e n p l a y s a t t h e 

Ghent f e s t i v a l o f 1539 t h a t c o n t e m p o r a r i e s saw a c l o s e c o n n e c t i o n between 

t h e r e d e r i j k e r s and h e r e s y . On 6 Oc tobe r t h a t y e a r , l e ss than f o u r 

months a f t e r t he l and juwee 1 and b a r e l y a month a f t e r Joos L a m b r e c h t ' s 

p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e p l a y s e n t i t l e d Spe len van z i n n e b innen Ghendt 

v e r t o o q h t 12-23 Jun i 1539 (31 Augus t 1539 ) * * A d o l f vander Moot, 

c h a n c e l l o r o f B r a b a n t , w r o t e t o Mary o f Hungary w a r n i n g her o f t h e i r 

h e r e t i c a l t e n o r : 

'Madamme, Je s u i s c e j o u r d ' h y e s t e a v e r t y que , 
a l a d e r n i e r e assamblee des r e t h o r i s l e n s t e n u e 
a Gand, y o n t de p l u s i e u r s v i l l e s e t p l a c h e s , 
t a n t de B r a b a n t que F l a n d r e s , e s t e j o u e Juyz 
p l a i n de m a l v a i s e s e t a b u s i v e s d o c t r i n e s e t 
s e d u c t i o n s , de t o u t t e n d a n t a 1 ' o p i n i o n 
l u t h e r i a i n e , e t que t o u s l e s d i t s Juyz p a r 
ensamble s o n t e s t e i m p r i m e z , pou r l e s v e n d r e 
p u b l i c q u e m e n t e t pa r t o u t , q u i c a u s e r a beaucop 
de m a u l x , ' 12 

8 CD I I , p . 1 9 5 . 

9 C. K r a h n , Du t ch a n a b a p t i s m . O r i g i n , s p r e a d , l i f e and t h o u g h t ( 1 4 5 0 -
1600) (The Hague, 1968 ) , p . 3 0 . 

10 CD. V, pp .172 and 324 . 'To t h e c o n f u s i o n , d e r i s i o n and r i d i c u l e o f 
t h e sac ramen ts and t h e h o l y Church and o t h e r good i n s t i t u t i o n s , ' 

11 Four Du tch e d i t i o n s o f t h e s e p l a y s a r e known. See p . 3 2 1 . 

12 R e l a t i o n des t r o u b l e s de Gand' sous C h a r l e s - q u i n t , pe r un anonyme, 
e d . L .M. Gachard ( B r u s s e l s , 1846 ) , p . 2 5 6 . 'Madam, I have been 
i n f o r m e d t o d a y t h a t a t t h e l a s t assembly o f t h e r h e t o r i c i a n s h e l d a t 
Ghent t h e r e were s e v e r a l towns and p l a c e s , f r o m B r a b a n t as w e l l as 
F l a n d e r s , t h a t p e r f o r m e d p l a y s f i l l e d w i t h w i c k e d and a b u s i v e 
d o c t r i n e s and s e d u c t i o n s a l l i n c l i n i n g t o w a r d s t h e L u t h e r a n o p i n i o n , 
and t h a t a l l t he s a i d p l a y s have been p r i n t e d t o g e t h e r f o r p u b l i c 
s a l e e v e r y w h e r e , w h i c h w i 1 1 cause a 11 s o r t s o f e v i l . ' 
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His a d v i c e was heeded. The Ghent Spe len van z i n n e were f o r b i d d e n by 
13 ~ 

an i m p e r i a l e d i c t o f 22 September 1540. T h i s p r o h i b i t i o n was 

renewed in a l i s t o f f o r b i d d e n books drawn up by t h e t h e o l o g i a n s o f 

Leuven in 1 5 4 6 , ' ^ M o r e o v e r , t h i s 1546 index a l s o i n c l u d e d a number o f 

o t h e r r e d e r i j k e r p l a y s - Den boom de r s c h r i f t u e r e n ( c l 5 4 0 ) , f i r s t 

p e r f o r m e d a t M i d d e l b u r g on 1 Augus t 1539 ,^^ t h e S p e l van s i nnen op 

t d e r d e , t v i e r d e ende t v i j f d e c a p i t t e l van dwerck d e r a p o s t e l e n ( c1540 )^^ 

and an o t h e r w i s e unknown p l a y e n t i t l e d 'Een b a t e m e n t van 11 I I p e r s o n a g i e n , 

den p a s t o o r den medecyn, den a d v o c a e t ende den s o t genoempt o n n o o s e l ' , ^ ^ 

t o g e t h e r w i t h Den g e e s t e l i j c k e n abc ( 1 5 4 3 ) , some poems by the Antwerp 
^ g 

r h e t o r i c i a n C o r n e l l s C r u l , 

T h i s l e g i s l a t i o n a g a i n s t s u s p e c t r e d e r i j k e r s s p e l e n is i n d i c a t i v e 

o f a government a t t i t u d e w h i c h i s c l e a r l y d e m o n s t r a t e d in t h e 

p r o s e c u t i o n s a g a i n s t t h o s e i n v o l v e d in any way i n such p l a y s . A t l e a s t 

f o u r men a r e known t o have been pu t t o d e a t h f o r t h e i r i n v o l v e m e n t in 

r e d e r i j ke r p l a y s o r v e r s e s . In 1546 one Jacob van M i d d e l d o n c k , dean o f 

t h e A n t w e r p chamber 'de Damastb loeme' was e x e c u t e d because f o u r y e a r s 

e a r l i e r he had r e c i t e d a p i e c e f r o m the Boom de r s c h r i f t u e r e n w h i c h was 

'smakende h e r e s i e , c o n t r a r i e onsen H e y l i g h e n k e r s t e n g e l o o v e ende 

i n s e t t e n de r H e y l i g h e r Roomscher K e r c k e n ' . ^ ^ On 25 May o f t h e f o l l o w i n g 

y e a r P e t e r Schuddemate, a s c h o o l m a s t e r f r o m A n t w e r p and member o f 'de 

V i o l i e r e n ' chamber was beheaded a f t e r t h r e e y e a r s i m p r i s o n m e n t h a v i n g 

been c o n v i c t e d o f h e r e s y because he had w r i t t e n a p l a y e n t i t l e d ' B a b e l 
20 

van V i l v o o r d e n ' , On 28 F e b r u a r y 1556 one Jacob W a t t e 1 a l i a s Buucq 

f r o m l e p e r was e x e c u t e d a f t e r b e i n g c o n v i c t e d t h e p r e v i o u s y e a r o f 

13 J . D e c a v e l e , o p . c i t , p . 1 9 7 . De g e n t s e s p e l e n van 1539, e d . B.H. Erne 
and L.M. van D is (The Hague, 1982 ) , p . 2 7 , 

14 ROPB i i s e r i e V, p . 2 6 3 . 

15 ROPB i i s e r i e V, p . 2 6 2 . See p . 3 2 1 . 

16 ROPB i i s e r i e V, p . 2 6 2 . See p . 3 2 2 . 

17 ROPB i i s e r i e V, p . 2 6 1 . 

18 ROPB i i s e r i e V, p . 2 6 1 . See p . 3 2 1 . 

19 A n t w e r p s c h a r c h i e v e n b l a d V I I I ( 1 8 7 1 ) , p . 3 6 0 . ' S m a c k i n g o f h e r e s y , 
c o n t r a r y t o ou r h o l y c h r i s t i a n f a i t h and t h e d e c r e e s o f t he h o l y 
Roman c h u r c h ' . 

20 I b i d , p p . 3 6 4 , 3 7 3 - 3 7 5 . 
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p o s s e s s i o n o f a book in h i s own h a n d w r i t i n g c o n t a i n i n g p l a y s , r e f r a i n s 

and b a l l a d s ' i n d e we 1 eke d i v e r s c h e passagen s t o n d e n v u l dwaelyngen ende 
21 

h e r e s i e n ' . F i n a l l y , Heynsoon A n d r i a e n s z , f a c t o r o f t he chamber o f 

P e 1 1 i c a n i s t e n a t Haar lem was hanged on 29 June 1568 f o r composing and 
22 

d i s t r i b u t i n g s o n g s , b a l l a d s and echo v e r s e s . 

O the rs t h a t were p r o s e c u t e d f o r s i m i l a r o f f e n c e s escaped w i t h l e s s 

s e v e r e p e n a l t i e s . On 2 J u l y 1543 t h e f u t u r e R e f o r m e d m i n i s t e r Jan 

Utenhove had a p l a y p e r f o r m e d on h i s l ands a t R o b o r s t near Ghent w h i c h 
23 

was condemned as ' e r r o n i e u x ' and ' s e n t a n t la n o u v e l l e s e c t e ' , As a 

r e s u l t Utenhove s u f f e r e d t h e p e n a l t y o f b a n i s h m e n t and c o n f i s c a t i o n o f 
24 

goods . A n o t h e r r e d e r i { k e r t o s u f f e r seve re p u n i s h m e n t f o r h i s 

i n v o l v e m e n t in an h e r e t i c a l p l a y was Jan de Z u t t e r e f r om Z o t t e g e m , a 

t e a c h e r a t Ronse, On 31 May 1548 t he Ronse r e d e r I | k e r s p e r f o r m e d a p l a y 

a t t h e Geeraadsbergen f e s t i v a l w r i t t e n by de Z u t t e r e e n t i t l e d 'Met s p e l 

van d e r b r u y t ' , Two y e a r s l a t e r on 22 September de Z u t t e r e was f o r c e d 
25 

t o r e c a n t h i s h e r e s y and condemned t o l i f e i m p r i s o n m e n t . 

In a d d i t i o n t o t h e s e p r o s e c u t i o n s , t h e r e i s o t h e r e v i d e n c e t o l i n k 

t h e chambers o f r h e t o r i c w i t h t h e sp read o f h e r e s y . For e x a m p l e , a 

number o f l e a d i n g A n a b a p t i s t s were a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e r e d e r i j k e r s k a m e r s . 

Jan B e u c k e l s z , t h e f o u n d e r o f t he m i l l e n a r i a n k i n g d o m a t M u n s t e r , was 

a t one t i m e a r h e t o r i c i a n who l i k e d t o a c t t h e p a r t o f K i n g D a v i d , 

D a v i d J o r i s is s a i d t o have been c h r i s t e n e d D a v i d because h i s f a t h e r , 

l i k e B e u c k e l s z , p l a y e d t h e r o l e o f the O ld T e s t a m e n t k i n g in a r e d e r i j k e r 
27 

p l a y , w h i l s t t h e Mennon i t e e l d e r Bouwens was a member o f h i s l o c a l 
28 

r e d e r i j k e r s k a m e r in h i s y o u t h . O the r e v a n g e l i c a l s may a l s o have 

21 J . D e c a v e l e , o p . c i t , p p . 2 1 7 - 2 1 8 . ' I n w h i c h s e v e r a l passages were 
f u l l o f e r r o r s and h e r e s i e s , ' 

22 W . P . J . Overmeer , De h e r v o r m i n g t e Haar lem ( H a a r l e m , 1 9 0 4 ) , p p . 1 8 2 - 1 8 3 . 

23 J . D e c a v e l e , o p . c i t . p . 2 0 8 . J . L o o s j e s , 'De i n v l o e d der r e d e r i j k e r s 
op de h e r v o r m i n g , ' Stemmen voor w a a r h e i d en v r e d e XLVI ( 1 9 0 9 ) , p . 4 2 2 . 
' E r r o n e o u s ' and ' s m a c k i n g o f t he new s e c t ' . 

24 J . L o o s j e s , 'De i n v l o e d d e r r e d e r i j k e r s op de h e r v o r m i n g ' , p . 4 2 2 . 

25 J . D e c a v e l e , o p . c i t . p p , 2 1 1 - 2 1 2 . 

26 ME I I I , p.77. 

27 PE I I , p.17. 

28 ME I I I , p . 3 0 5 . 
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l e a r n t t h e i r h e r e s y i n such c i r c l e s . F rans F r a e t , a b o o k p r i n t e r f r om 

A n t w e r p who was beheaded f o r p r i n t i n g e v a n g e l i c a l books on 3 January 
29 

1558 was a l s o f a c t o r o f t he A n t w e r p r e d e r i j k e r s k a m e r ' de V i o l i e r e n ' . 

S i m i l a r l y , a number o f members o f t h e Leuven c o n v e n t i c l e o f t h e 1540s 

i n c l u d i n g Paul de Rovere. D i r k and B o u d e w i j n G h e y l a e r t s , Jan de B r i e v e r e 
30 

and G o r i s S t o c x , a l l had l i n k s w i t h t he l o c a l chamber o f r h e t o r i c . 

F i n a l l y , t he e v a n g e l i c a l sympath ies o f many rede r i | k e r s can be seen in 

t h e i r p a r t i c i p a t i o n in t h e i c o n o c l a s m o f 1566, I n Ghent t he l e a d e r o f 

t h e image b r e a k e r s was a p r o m i n e n t r e d e r i j ke r named Jan Onghena. A t 

Le iden images were b r o u g h t t o be b u r n t a t t he l o c a l r e d e r i | k e r s k a m e r , 
and a t Den B r i e l t h e r e d e r i j k e r s h e l d a mock t r i a l o f a m i s s a l and a 

3 1 
s t a t u e o f S t , Roch and s e n t e n c e d them t o be b u r n t . 

I t w o u l d be q u i t e wrong t o c o n c l u d e t h a t a l l r e d e r i j k e r s were 

p r e - d i s p o s e d t o t h e e v a n g e l i c a l f a i t h . Some i n d e e d were s t e a d f a s t 

opponen ts o f t h e new t h e o l o g y and used t h e i r l i t e r a r y t a l e n t s t o d e f e n d 

t h e Mother c h u r c h . Anna B i j n s i s an o b v i o u s c a s e : her e a r l y p o e t r y i s 
32 

d i r e c t e d c h i e f l y a g a i n s t L u t h e r and h i s a d h e r e n t s . A n o t h e r a n t i -

e v a n g e l i c a l r e d e r i j k e r was t h e U t r e c h t b o o k s e l l e r R e y n i e r Pouwe lsz , 

H i s u n p u b l i s h e d ' T s p e l van de c r i s t e n k e r c k ' w r i t t e n s h o r t l y a f t e r 1540, 

has been i n t e r p r e t e d as an o r t h o d o x response t o t h e h i g h l y c o n t e n t i o u s 
33 

Boom der s c h r i f t u e r e n . 

B i j n s and Pouwe Isz , however , do seem t o have been e x c e p t iona1 c a s e s . 

The e v i d e n c e o f government l e g i s l a t i o n and p r o s e c u t i o n s as w e l l as what 

we know o f t h e l i v e s and a c t i v i t i e s o f r e d e r i | k e r s does sugges t t h a t a 

f a i r number o f r e d e r i j ke rskamers were a m b i v a l e n t t o w a r d s t he C a t h o l i c 

f a i t h . I t w o u l d appear t h a t t h e r e d e r i j k e r s w i t h t h e i r a t t a c k s on t h e 

29 An twe rpsche a r c h i e v e n b l a d V I I I ( 1 8 7 1 ) , p p . 4 4 1 - 4 4 2 and 4 4 5 . J . L o o s j e s , 
'De i n v l o e d de r r e d e r i j k e r s op de h e r v o r m i n g ' , p . 4 3 8 , 

30 R. van U y t v e n , ' B i j d r a g e t o t de s o c i a l e g e s c h i e d e n i s van de 
p r o t e s t a n t e n t e Leuven in de e e r s t he 1 f t d e r XV Ie e e u w ' , Medede1ingen 
van de g e s c h i e d - e n o u d h e i d k u n d i q e k r i n q voor Leuven en omgev ing I I I 
( 1 9 6 3 ) , pp.25-26% 

31 K . P . F . Moxey, ' Image c r i t i c i s m in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s b e f o r e t h e i c o n o c l a s m 

o f 1 5 6 6 ' , NAK LV I I ( 1 9 7 6 - 7 7 ) , p . 1 5 6 . 

32 See p . 3 1 5 . 

33 G.A. B r a n d s , T s p e l van de c r i s t e n k e r c k e ( U t r e c h t , 1 9 2 1 ) , p . X X V I , 
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' e s t a b l i s h m e n t ' had a lways been an o f f e n c e t o t h o s e in a u t h o r i t y , bu t 

w i t h t h e onse t o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n t h e i r u n l i c e n s e d d i s c u s s i o n o f 

r e l i g i o u s t o p i c s was no t j u s t o f f e n s i v e but d o w n r i g h t dange rous . Ye t 

much o f t h i s e v i d e n c e i s c i r c u m s t a n t i a l , r e s t i n g on t he o p i n i o n s o f 

h o s t i l e c o n t e m p o r a r i e s as t o t h e r e l i g i o u s i n c l i n a t i o n s o f t h e 

r e d e r i j k e r s . The bes t way o f d i s c e r n ing t h e e x t e n t o f e v a n g e l i c a l 

i n f l u e n c e w i t h i n t he chambers o f r h e t o r i c i s t o e x a m i n e the p lays w h i c h 

t h e y p e r f o r m e d , and i t i s t o t h e s e t h a t we now t u r n . 

The re i s 1 i t t l e doub t t h a t some r e d e r i { k e r p l a y s a r e o f a s t r o n g l y 

e v a n g e l i c a l i n c l i n a t i o n . T h i s i s c e r t a i n l y t r u e o f t h e Spel van z i n n e n 

a t t r i b u t e d t o Jan Utenhove and p e r f o r m e d on h i s l a n d s i n 1543.^ 

A d m i t t e d l y , some o f t h e v iews in t h i s p l a y c o u l d have been i n d e b t e d t o 

t h e C h r i s t ian h uma n i s t r e f o r m programme. For i n s t a n c e , t h e s u g g e s t i o n 

t h a t works w h i c h a r e o f p r a c t i c a l b e n e f i t t o o n e ' s n e i g h b o u r a r e more 

p l e a s i n g t o God t han t h e b u i l d i n g o f a l t a r s , images and chu rches r e c a l l s 

Erasmlan p i e t y , as does t h e s t r e s s on t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f t h e S c r i p t u r e s 
35 

t o a l l , l a i t y and c l e r g y a l i k e . O the r f e a t u r e s , howeve r , a r e 

u n m i s t a k a b l y L u t h e r a n . The p l a y i s a d i a l o g u e be tween O n g h e l e e r t v o l c k 

( U n l e a r n e d p e o p l e ) who i s i g n o r a n t o f t h e t r u t h s o f t h e S c r i p t u r e s , and 

D ienae r Gods ( S e r v a n t o f God) and E v a n g e 1 i s c h e l e e r a e r ( t e a c h e r o f t h e 

Gospe1) who, as t h e i r names s u g g e s t , a r e spokesmen f o r t h e e v a n g e l i c a l 

c a u s e . From t h e v e r y o u t s e t D i e n a e r Gods and E v a n g e 1 i s c h e l e e r a e r 

r e j e c t O n g h e l e e r t y o l k ' s t r u s t i n good works f o r h 1 s s a l v a t i o n . No one , 

D i e n a e r Gods a s s e r t s , can e a r n r i g h t e o u s n e s s by h i s own m e r i t s , f o r 

sa1 v a t ion comes t o us p u r e l y by t h e g r a c e o f God: 

'Ende werden sonde r v e r d i e n s t e n r e c h t u e e r d i c h , 
Wter ghenaden Gods in d i t pa rdoen e e r w e e r d 1 ch , _ , 
Door de v e r l o s s I n g h e d i e door C h r i s t u m 1s ghesch l e t . ' 

Evange 1 i sche l e e r a e r is in fu l l agreement w i t h t h e s e s e n t i m e n t s , quo t i ng 

34 See p p . 3 2 3 - 3 2 4 . 

35 J . U tenhove , Een see r schoon spe1 van z I n n e n , E i l i r , F i 1 v - F 1 i I r , 

36 I b i d . A l i v . 

'And becoming r i g h t e o u s w i t h o u t m e r i t s . 
By t h e g r a c e o f God w o r t h y by t h i s p a r d o n , 
T h r o u g h t he redempt ion b r o u g h t a b o u t by C h r i s t , ' 
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E p h e s i a n s 2 : 8 and Hebrews 11 :6 t o d e m o n s t r a t e t h a t man is saved o n l y 
37 

by t h e g r a c e o f God t h r o u g h f a i t h in C h r i s t . L e t t e r s o f i n d u l g e n c e 

a r e s p e c i f i c a l l y r e j e c t e d as a means o f o b t a i n i n g f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n s . 

For E v a n g e l i s c h e l e e r a e r , t h e o n l y t r u e i n d u l g e n c e f o r s i n i s t h e b l o o d 

o f C h r i s t : 

'Wy z i j n ghewasschen in C h r i s t u s b l o e t p u e r e , 
Waer s u l c k e v e r g h e u i n g h e es a Is wt Gods monde, 
Daer en es gheen O f f e r a n d e meer voo r de s o n d e , 
Desen A f l a e t s a l e e u w i c h b l i j u e n . ' 38 

M o r e o v e r , as w i t h L u t h e r , t h e r i g h t e o u s n e s s o f t h e b e l i e v e r is c o n s i d e r e d 

t o be c o m p l e t e l y e x t r i n s i c . R a t h e r t han a n y t h i n g i n w h i c h he h i m s e l f 

has c o - o p e r a t e d , h i s r i g h t e o u s n e s s i s a garment w i t h w h i c h he i s 

c l o t h e d by C h r i s t : 

'Tes t c l e e t de r G e r e c h t i c h e i t t w e l c ons C h r i s t u s 
h e e f t b e r e e t . 
Want hy h e e f t onse sonden wtghewasschen d o o r 
z i j n B l o e t , 
Ende g h e c l e e t met z i j n r e c h t u a e r d i c h e y t s o e t , ' 

A n o t h e r p l a y w h i c h i s c l e a r l y s y m p a t h e t i c t o t h e e v a n g e l i c a l cause 

i s t h e Spel van s i n n e n op t d e r e d e , t v i e r d e ende t v i j f d e c a p i t t e l van 

dwerck de r a p o s t e l e n . An a c c o u n t o f t h e e v e n t s r e c o r d e d in t h e A c t s o f 

t h e A p o s t l e s c h a p t e r s t h r e e , f o u r and f i v e , t h i s r e d e r i j k e r s s p e 1 was 

d e s c r i b e d by P i j p e r an enac tmen t o f a he resy t r i a l i n w h i c h P e t e r and 

John r e p r e s e n t c o n t e m p o r a r y e v a n g e l i c a l p r e a c h e r s , a n d Annas and Ca iaphas 

ko 

t h e i r i n q u i s i t o r s . T h r o u g h o u t t h e p l a y , t h e r e i s a d e l i b e r a t e l i n k 

made between t h e a p o s t l e s and c o n t e m p o r a r y e v a n g e l i c a l p r e a c h e r s on t h e 

one hand , and t h e Jewish a u t h o r i t i e s and t he Roman h i e r a r c h y on t h e 

37 I b i d . A i i v . 

38 I b i d . A i i i v . 
'We a r e washed i n t h e pu re b l o o d o f C h r i s t , 
Where t h e r e i s such f o r g i v e n e s s as f r o m G o d ' s mouth , 
T h e r e i s no l o n g e r any o f f e r i n g f o r s i n . 
T h i s i n d u l g e n c e s h a l l remain f o r e v e r . ' 

39 I b i d . D i i i r . 
' ' T i s t h e garment o f r i g h t e o u s n e s s w h i c h C h r i s t 
has p r e p a r e d . 
For he has washed away our s i n s t h r o u g h h i s b l o o d . 
And c l o t h e d us w i t h h i s sweet r i g h t e o u s n e s s . ' 

40 BRN I , p . 2 8 1 . 
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o t h e r . Hence a l i n k i s f o r g e d b e t w e e n o l d a n d n e w e n e m i e s o f t h e 

g o s p e l . A n n a s , f o r e x a m p l e , i s c o m p a r e d w i t h t h e B e a s t of t h e A p o c a l y p s e , 

t h e A n t i c h r i s t : 

'Way h e t I s de d r a k e n met s e v e n h o o f d e n . 
Den g r o o t e n A n t e c h r i s t , f e 1 i n t v e r v r e m e n , 
W i e n s h o o f d e n g h e c r o o n t z i j n met d y a d e m e n , 
Om God t e b e n e m e n , z i j n g l o r i e d i e f l i c k . ' 41 

42 

In a d d i t i o n , i t i s n o t e d t h a t Annas i s t h e h e a d o f J e r u s a l e m . C l e a r l y 

a p a r a l l e l w i t h t h e p a p a c y a s A n t i c h r i s t a n d h e a d o f Rome i s b e i n g d r a w n . 

C o n v e r s e l y , t h e i m p r i s o n m e n t o f P e t e r a n d John i s p a r a l l e l e d w i t h t h e 

c o n t e m p o r a r y p e r s e c u t i o n o f e v a n g e l i c a l s in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s a t t h e h a n d s 

o f t h e r e l i g i o u s a n d s e c u l a r a u t h o r i t i e s . ^ ^ S i m i l a r l y , t h e h e a l i n g o f 

t h e c r i p p l e a t t h e B e a u t i f u l G a t e and t h e t e s t i m o n y o f P e t e r b e f o r e t h e 

r u l e r s , e l d e r s a n d s c r i b e s a r e u s e d by t h e a u t h o r t o s t r e s s t h e 

i m p o r t a n c e o f f a i t h in C h r i s t , S a l v a t i o n , P e t e r a s s e r t s , comes t h r o u g h 

C h r i s t a l o n e , a n d h e n c e a t t e n t i o n i s d rawn t o t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e 

e v a n g e l i c a l d o c t r i n e o f J u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e . 

The a n t i c l e r i c a l ism o f t h e S p e l van s i n n e n . . . v a n d w e r c k d e r 

a p o s t e l e n i s a n i m p o r t a n t f e a t u r e o f a number of r e d e r i j k e r s s p e l e n . Of 

c o u r s e , a n t i c l e r i c a l ism i s no g u a r a n t e e t h a t a p l a y i s e v a n g e l i c a l . 

T h e r e was no f i e r c e r c r i t i c o f t h e p r e l a t e s a n d c l e r g y t h a n Anna B i j n s 
45 

who i n d e e d b l a m e d t h e s p r e a d o f h e r e s y on t h e i r f a i l i n g s . O t h e r 

r e d e r i j k e r s s p e l e n c o n t a i n l i t t l e e l s e b u t a n t i c l e r i c a l i sm, A s e r i e s o f 

t h r e e p l a y s p e r f o r m e d in S e p t e m b e r - O c t o b e r 1559 a t B r u s s e l s v e r y much 

f a l l i n t o t h i s c a t e g o r y . In t h e f i r s t o f t h e s e , E e n e s b a t a m e n t van de 

b e r u o e t e b r u e r s van s e s p e r s o n a g i e n , f o r e x a m p l e , t h e F r a n c i s c a n s come 

in f o r c o n s i d e r a b l e c r i t i c i s m f o r t h e i r f a i l u r e t o t a k e c a r e o f t h e 

n e e d s o f t h e p o o r , ^ ^ 

41 BWN I , p . 3 4 6 . 
'Woe i t i s t h e d r a g o n w i t h s e v e n h e a d s . 
T h e g r e a t A n t i c h r i s t , much g i v e n t o p l u n d e r , 
Whose h e a d s a r e c r o w n e d w i t h d i a d e m s , 

order k nob . (9od o{: g l o r y . ' 

42 BRN I , p . 3 4 3 . 

43 B^N I , p .315 . 

44 B^N I , pp.301 and 322 . 

45 See p . 3 1 6 , 

46 D r i e schandaleuse spelen (Brusse l . 1559) . ed . W. van Eeghem 
(Antwerp, 1937J, pp 13-14 . 
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However , o t h e r a n t i c l e r i c a l p l a y s l i k e t h e S p e l van s i n n e n . . . v a n 

dwerck de r a p o s t e l e n a l s o c o n t a i n p o s i t i v e e v a n g e l i c a l s t a t e m e n t s o f 

f a i t h . T a k e , f o r e x a m p l e , t h e Boom de r s c h r i f t u e r e n . in t h i s p l a y , 

M e d e c i j n e der s i e l e n (Medec ine o f t he s o u l ) who s t a n d s f o r C h r i s t 

a t t a c k s f a l s e p r o p h e t s who l ead t h e f l o c k a s t r a y t h r o u g h t h e i r 

f a l l a c i o u s a r g u m e n t s : 

'Om m i j n w o o r t t o n t h o u d e n e , so s i j t ghenegen . 
S i e t dae r m i j n w o o r t en wet a 1 in u h a n t , 
N i e t d i enende t uwe r s a l i c h e y t en i s gheswegen, 
50 w i j l e n p l eghen v a l s c h e n p r o p h e e t e n , want 
51 v e r l e y d e n m i j n schapen aen e l c k e n c a n t , 
Door s o p h i s t i c h v e r s t a n t da t s i u s e r e n . ' 4? 

U n d o u b t e d l y t h e s e remarks a r e d i r e c t e d a t t h e C a t h o l i c c l e r g y . Ye t t h i s 

a n t i c l e r i c a l ism was no t i n s p i r e d by the i m m o r a l i t y o r g reed o f c l e r i c s , 

but by t h e i r f a i l u r e t o p r e a c h t h e g o s p e l . T h i s i s seen in t h e s t r o n g l y 

C h r i s t o c e n t r i c e v a n g e l i c a l t h e o l o g y w h i c h u n d e r g i r d s t h e who le p l a y . 

C h r i s t , t h e a u t h o r m a i n t a i n s , has o b t a i n e d our s a l v a t i o n by t he shedd ing 

o f h i s b l o o d . Our response s h o u l d be one o f t r u s t in h i s s a c r i f i c e 
48 

r a t h e r t han a r e l i a n c e on t h e p e r f o r m a n c e o f good w o r k s . I t is t o 

C h r i s t and C h r i s t a l o n e t h a t we s h o u l d commit o u r s e l v e s . Hence 

M e d e c i j n e de r s i e l e n b i d s 

'Compt h i e r t o t my, i c ben u b r o e d e r , 
Uwen e e n i c h a d v o c a e t , u h e r d e r , u h o e d e r e , 
U s t e r c t e , u h o o t , uwen arm, uwen s t e e n , 
U b o r c h t , uwen s c h i l t , u t o e v l u c h t , u v o e d e r e , 
Uwen wech, u w a e r h e y t , u l even a l l e e n , ' 49 

47 Den boom der s c h r i f t u e r e n , e d . G . D . J . S c h o t e l ( U t r e c h t , 1870 ) , p . 4 . 
'Be w i l l i n g t o keep my w o r d . 
See t h e r e my word and law a l l in y o u r hand . 
What is o f no use t o y o u r s a l v a t i o n is no t m e n t i o n e d 
Thus in t he p a s t t he f a l s e p r o p h e t s used to do , f o r 
They seduce my sheep in e v e r y r e s p e c t 
By u s i n g s o p h i s t i c r e a s o n . ' 

48 I b i d . p . 3 8 . 

49 I b i d . p . 5 . 
'Come t o me h e r e , I am y o u r b r o t h e r , 
Your o n l y a d v o c a t e , y o u r s h e p h e r d , y o u r g u a r d i a n 
Your s t r e n g t h , y o u r head, y o u r a r m , y o u r r o c k . 
Your s t r o n g h o l d , your s h i e l d , your r e f u g e , your n o u r i s h e r . 
Your way , y o u r t r u t h , y o u r o n l y l i f e . ' 
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T h i s I n v i t a t i o n t o come t o C h r i s t a l o n e i s a d i r e c t r e f u t a t i o n and 

d e n u n c i a t i o n o f c o n t e m p o r a r y d e v o t i o n t o images o f t h e s a i n t s . 

E i c k bysonder (Any i n d i v i d u a l ) : 

'Och wee den menschen, d i e a f g o d e n a d o r e n . 
Si d e s t r u e r e n , en souwen gheerne m i n e r e n 
U levende w o o r t , de r s i e l e n c o n f o o r t . ' 50 

Perhaps t h e most c o m p r e h e n s i v e l y e v a n g e l i c a l r e d e r i j k e r s s p e l e n 

p u b l i s h e d in t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y was Een schoon t a f e l s p e l van d r i e 

p e r s o n a q i e n t e w e t e n : een p r o c h i a e n ghehee ten Eygen ghemack, een 

c o s t e r qhehee ten M e n s c h e l i j c k mensche en een w e v e r ghehee ten Evange l is 

v e r s t a n t ^ ^ in w h i c h an e v a n g e l i c a l weaver d e f e n d s h i m s e l f a g a i n s t 

f i f t e e n cha rges o f h e r e s y made by an o r t h o d o x p r i e s t and v e r g e r . L i k e 

t h e Spe l van s I n n e n . . . v a n dwerck de r a p o s t e l e n a n d t h e Boom der 

s c h r i f t u e r e n , t h e Schoon t a f e l s p e l c o n t a i n s much a n t i c l e r i c a l ism. The 

s i x t h o f t h e a c c u s a t i o n s made a g a i n s t t h e weaver i s t h a t the 
52 

e v a n g e l i c a l s d e s c r i b e t h e Roman c l e r g y as S c r i b e s and P h a r i s e e s . The 

weaver responds t o t he c h a r g e , no t by d e n y i n g i t , b u t by d e m o n s t r a t i n g 

from C h r i s t ' s words in t h e g o s p e l s t h a t t h e c l e r g y ' s t r e a t m e n t o f t h e 

poo r and needy i s e x a c t l y l i k e t h a t o f t h e S c r i b e s and P h a r i s e e s o f 

New Tes tamen t t i m e s : 

'Daer g h e e f t ghy g e t u y g e n i s s e van u s e l v e n , 
Want ghy so p r u e s c h s p r e e c t ende onbesneen z i j t , 
Dat ghy P r i e s t e r s de r e c h t e S c r i b e n en P h a r i s e e n z i j t 
D ie C h r i s t u s i n t E v a n g e l i o h e e f t v e r w e t e n 
Dat sy d e r weduwen huysen d u e r e t e n 
En d e r a rmer s l e c h t e r menschen c o n s c i e n c i e b e s w a r e n , ' 

50 I b i d . p . 5 . 
' 0 woe t o men who w o r s h i p i d o l s . 
They b r i n g d e s t r u c t i o n , and t h e y w o u l d g l a d l y d e s t r o y 
Your l i v i n g w o r d , t h e c o m f o r t o f t he s o u l / 

51 See p p . 3 2 2 - 3 2 3 . 

52 L.M. van D i s , o p . c i t . , p . 175. 

53 I b i d . p . 1 7 5 . 
' T h e r e you g i v e t e s t i m o n y o f y o u r s e l f , 
For y o u speak so v i r t u o u s l y y e t behave as t h e 
unc i rcumc i s e d . 
T h a t you p r i e s t s a r e t h e t r u e S c r i b e s and P h a r i s e e s 
Whom C h r i s t r e p r o v e d in t h e Gospe l 
Because t h e y devou red w i d o w s ' houses 
And bu rdened t h e c o n s c i e n c e o f poo r s i m p l e m e n , ' 
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F o l l o w i n g t h i s g e n e r a l a t t a c k upon the c l e r g y as enemies o f t h e 

Gospel comes a more s p e c i f i c a c c u s a t i o n . The s e v e n t h charge made 
Sk 

a g a i n s t t h e weaver i s t h a t t he e v a n g e l i c a l s r e j e c t papa l a u t h o r i t y . 

The p r i e s t a rgues t h a t , be ing s e a t e d on S t . P e t e r ' s s t o o l , t he pope 

has d o m i n i o n t o p l a n t t h e good and t o u p r o o t e v i l . The weaver r e j e c t s 

t h i s ou t o f hand, i t i s b lasphemous , he r e t o r t s , t o e x t o l t he p o p e ' s 

h o l i n e s s in t h i s way, f o r l i k e o t h e r men, he i s b o r n in s i n . Q u o t i n g 

2 T h e s s a I o n i a n s 2 : 4 and R e v e l a t i o n 1 8 : 1 - 2 , t h e w e a v e r sugges ts t h a t 

t h e s e p r o p h e c i e s c o n c e r n i n g the coming o f A n t i c h r i s t a r e f u l f i l l e d i n 

t h e papacy : 

'Hy macht door de c r a c h t des g r o o t e n A n t i c h r i s t s doen, 
Dwelc hy doch s e l v e i s en e e w e l i j c k b l i j f t . 
Waer a f Pau lus t o t t e n Tessa I o n i c e n s e n s c h r i j f t , 
Hoe hy hem v e r t o o n e n s a l a Is een e x e m p e l e , 
S i t t e n d e i n t hoochs te vanden t e m p e l e , 
Daer hy hem s a l doen aanb idden a Is een G o d t . 
Maer door de mont z i j n s gees t s s a l z i j n r i j c werden een s p o t . 
A Is Johannes o p e n b a r i n g e f i j n d e c l a r e e r t . 
Hoe de Paus met de hoere van Babel b o e l e e r t , 
Maer de Enge len s u l l e n roepen a l i e met a l i e n : 
" B a b e l de g r o o t e h o e r e , sy i s g e v a l l e n , " ' 
Set in a l s u l c k e t e e c k e n e n tsPaus i n s e t t i n g e n g r o e n . ' 

The a n t i c l e r i c a l ism o f t h e Schoon t a f e l s p e l , h o w e v e r , i s by no 

means t h e sum t o t a l o f i t s i n d i c t m e n t a g a i n s t t h e Roman c h u r c h . I t i s 

indeed but an a s p e c t o f i t s f i r m commitment t o R e f o r m a t i o n t h e o l o g y . 

T h i s i s a p p a r e n t f r o m many o f t h e o t h e r charges made a g a i n s t t he weave r . 

The t h i r d a c c u s a t i o n , f o r examp le , is t h a t he r e j e c t s good w o r k s . In 

r e p l y , t he weaver i n s i s t s t h a t t h e Lu the rans do n o t r e j e c t good works 

o u t o f hand, but r a t h e r t h e y do no t put t h e i r t r u s t i n them f o r t h a t 

54 I b i d . p . 1 8 1 . 

55 I b i d . p . 1 8 2 . 
'He r u l e s t h r o u g h the power o f t h e g r e a t A n t i c h r i s t , 
Which he h i m s e l f indeed i s , and e t e r n a l l y r e m a i n s . 
Of w h i c h Paul w r o t e t o t h e T h e s s a I o n i a n s , 
How he s h a l l p r e s e n t h i m s e l f as an e x a m p l e . 
S i t t i n g in t h e h i g h p l a c e in the t e m p l e , 
Where he s h a l l be w o r s h i p p e d as a god. 
But t h r o u g h the mouth o f h i s s p i r i t h i s k i ngdom w i l l 
become a mocke ry . 
As J o h n ' s r e v e l a t i o n w e l l d e c l a r e s . 
How t h e pope p l a y s the h a r l o t w i t h t h e w h o r e o f Baby lon , 
But t h e a n g e l s s h a l l shou t a l t o g e t h e r : 
" B a b y l o n , t h e g r e a t w h o r e , she i s f a l l e n . ' " 
Set in a l l such s i g n s t h e papa l o r d i n a n c e s g r o w . ' 



213 

w o u l d be i d o l a t r y . I n s t e a d , t h e b e l i e v e r must t r u s t in C h r i s t ' s g race 

a l o n e : 

' . . . M a e r wy en mogen op geen goede w e r c k e n 
be t rouwen r g 
Maer ons a l l e e n e v e s t i g e n v a s t op C h r i s t u s g e n a d e , ' 

The w e a v e r ' s c o m p l a i n t a g a i n s t the Mass s p r i n g s f r o m much t h e same 

o b j e c t i o n . I d o l a t r y i s d e f i n e d as t r u s t i n a n y t h i n g e x c e p t God, and 

s i n c e many men b e l i e v e t h e y a r e h o l y s i m p l y because t h e y hear t h e Mass, 

t h e n t he Mass i s condemned as i d o l a t r o u s . 

A l i s t o f some o f t h e o t h e r v iews o f t h e w e a v e r w i l l se r ve t o 

p ress home t h e s t r o n g e v a n g e l i c a l t e n o r o f t h e Schoon t a f e l s p e l . Fo r 

e x a m p l e , he a rgues t h a t c o n f e s s i o n s h o u l d be made o n l y t o God and no t 

t o a p r i e s t , a n d r e j e c t e d the c o n t e m p o r a r y p r a c t i c e o f d e t a i l e d 

i t e m i z i n g o f s i n s , no t as m e r e l y u n g o d l y , bu t as S a t a n i c in o r i g i n . 

'De b i e c h t e , dae r ghy tgemeyn v o l e t o e d w i n c t , 
En dae r g i j t v o l e met r i g u e r e t o t u p i j n t t e i agene , 
Ende hem so v e l e o n e e r l i j c k e v ragen t e v r a g e n , 
Daer hen de p a p i s c h e papen seer a f v e r b l i j e n , 
G e l i j c van h a n d e l e n , van t a s t e n , van b u g g e r i j e n , 
We ick schande en sonde waer om v e r t e l l e n , 
Su l c en i s geen Gods b i e c h t , maer t i s d u y v e l s 
vande r he 1 len , 
En door s u l c k e vragen w e r t men ich d u y s e n t menschen 
b e d r o g e n , ' 58 

A f i r m s tance i s a l s o t a k e n a g a i n s t t h e i n t e r m e d i a r y r o l e o f t h e s a i n t s 

and t h e v e n e r a t i o n o f images. The p r i e s t j u s t i f i e s i n t e r c e s s i o n t o t h e 

56 I b i d . p . 1 6 7 . 
' . . . B u t we must n o t t r u s t i n good w o r k s 
But p l a c e ou r o n l y f i r m f o u n d a t i o n in C h r i s t ' s g r a c e . ' 

57 I b i d . p . 2 0 8 . 

58 I b i d , p p . 1 6 3 - 1 6 4 . 

' C o n f e s s i o n , i n t o w h i c h you compel the common p e o p l e , 
And by w h i c h you s t e r n l y a re t r y i n g t o d r i v e t h e p e o p l e 

t owa rds y o u . 
And t o ask them so many i n d e c e n t q u e s t i o n s , 
At w h i c h t h e p o p i s h p r i e s t s r e j o i c e g r e a t l y , 
L i k e h a n d l i n g , f i n g e r i n g , b u g g e r y , 
Which w o u l d be a shame and s i n t o t e l l , 
Such i s no g o d l y c o n f e s s i o n , bu t i t i s d e v i l i s h f r o m h e l l , 
And by such q u e s t i o n s many a t h o u s a n d p e o p l e a re d e c e i v e d , 
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s a i n t s by compar ing t h e i r r o l e t o t h a t o f l a w y e r s who speak on b e h a l f 

o f t he d e f e n d a n t t o the j u d g e . The weaver o p p o s e s such compar isons 

w i t h S c r i p t u r e t e x t s (1 T i m o t h y 2 : 5 , 1 John 2 : 1 ) t o p rove t h a t C h r i s t 
59 

a l o n e is o u r a d v o c a t e b e f o r e t h e F a t h e r . The v e r g e r a t t e m p t s t o 

d e f e n d images w i t h t h e G r e g o r i a n argument t h a t t h e y se r ve as books f o r 

t h e u n l e a r n e d . The w e a v e r , however , condemns t h e m as a blasphemy 

a g a i n s t t h e m a j e s t y o f God; 

' W i l t ghy dan de o n b e g r i j p e 1 i j e k e g o d t h e y t habundant 
G e l i j c k e n by h o u t , s t e e n , s i l v e r o f t g o u t s f i g u e r e n , 
So w i l t ghy de G o d t l i j c k e m a i e s t e y t b l a s p h e m e r e n , 
En quae t s a e t in goede a c k e r s p l e g e n ' - 60 

a s t o c k r e f u t a t i o n o f image w o r s h i p in r e f o r m e d c i r c l e s . In a d d i t i o n , 

t h e weaver d e n i e s t he e x i s t e n c e o f p u r g a t o r y , r e j e c t s c o m p u l s o r y f a s t i n g 

and t h e obse rvance o f h o l y d a y s , and de fends lay i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f 

S c r i p t u r e and c l e r i c a l m a r r i a g e . 

Of c o u r s e , i t c o u l d be a r g u e d t h a t the w e a v e r ' s s t e a d f a s t 

adhe rence t o the e v a n g e l i c a l f a i t h is no t p r o o f t h a t t h e p l a y w r i g h t 

h i m s e l f was an e v a n g e l i c a l . A f t e r a l l , t h e v i e w s o f t h e weaver a r e 

c o u n t e r e d and r e j e c t e d by t h e p r i e s t and t h e v e r g e r . Perhaps t h e p l a y 

i s m e r e l y a s e t p i e c e in w h i c h b o t h P r o t e s t a n t a n d C a t h o l i c v i ews a r e 

put f o r w a r d on c o n t r o v e r s i a l t h e o l o g i c a l i s s u e s . 

A t f i r s t s i g h t t h i s a rgument may seem p l a u s i b l e . However , a 

c a r e f u l r e a d i n g o f t h e Schoon t a f e l s p e l c o m p l e t e l y d i s c r e d i t s such a 

v i e w . In t he f i r s t p l a c e , the f u l l t i t l e o f t he p l a y g i v i n g t h e names 

as w e l l as t h e o c c u p a t i o n s o f t h e t h r e e c h a r a c t e r s i m m e d i a t e l y i n d i c a t e s 

t he a u t h o r ' s b i a s . The p r i e s t i s named Eygen ghemack ( P e r s o n a l e a s e ) , 

t he v e r g e r M e n s c h e l i j c k mensch (Human Man) and t h e weaver Evange1 is 

59 I b i d . p . 1 7 2 . 

60 I b i d , p . 1 9 6 

'Do you w i s h t o compare the u n i n t e l l i g i b l e abundan t 
Godhead 
To wood, s t o n e , s i l v e r o r f i g u r e s o f g o l d . 
Then you w i l l b laspheme the m a j e s t y o f God, 
And c u l t i v a t e bad seed i n good f i e l d s . ' 

61 I b i d . p p . 2 1 3 - 2 1 5 , 185 -186 , I 8 7 - I 9 0 , 193 -194 , 2 1 0 - 2 1 2 . 
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v e r s t a n t ( U n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e G o s p e l ) . C l e a r l y t h e a u t h o r t a k e s t h e 

s i d e o f t h e w e a v e r and h i s cause r i g h t f r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g . S e c o n d l y , 

t h e way t h e d e b a t e be tween t h e t h r e e c h a r a c t e r s i s c o n d u c t e d c a s t s t h e 

v i e w s o f t h e w e a v e r i n a much more f a v o u r a b l e l i g h t t h a n t h o s e o f t h e 

p r i e s t o r t h e v e r g e r . On each p o i n t unde r d i s c u s s i o n i t i s a l w a y s t h e 

p r i e s t o r t h e v e r g e r who a t t a c k s t h e w e a v e r f i r s t . T h i s i s t h e n 

f o l l o w e d by t h e w e a v e r ' s d e f e n c e . T h i s o r d e r o f a c c u s a t i o n f o l l o w e d 

by r e f u t a t i o n means t h a t i t a p p e a r s t o be t h e w e a v e r who w i n s t h e 

a r g u m e n t , and i t i s h i s v i e w s w h i c h a r e i m p r i n t e d on t h e mind o f t h e 

a u d i e n c e o r t h e r e a d e r . 

T h e r e i s l i t t l e d o u b t t h e n t h a t t h e Schoon t a f e l s p e l was n o t s i m p l y 

a s e t p i e c e d e b a t e composed by a n e u t r a l o b s e r v e r . As van D i s has 

r e m a r k e d , i t i s so s h a r p l y c r i t i c a l o f Roman d o c t r i n e t h a t i t w o u l d n o t 
62 

be i n c o r r e c t t o d e s c r i b e i t as a R e f o r m a t i o n p l a y . O t h e r 

r e d e r i j k e r s s p e l e n , h o w e v e r , a r e much more d i f f i c u l t t o c l a s s i f y . The 

S p e l van z i n n e o f t h e L e i d e n chamber t h e W i t t e a c o l e y e n , f o r e x a m p l e , 

p e r f o r m e d a t t h e R o t t e r d a m l a n d juwee1 o f 1561^^ h a s been v a r i o u s l y 

i n t e r p r e t e d by h i s t o r i a n s . F o r Enno van G e l d e r t h i s p l a y has a 

s p e c i f i c a l l y C a t h o l i c c h a r a c t e r seen in i t s d e p i c t i o n o f t h e c r u c i f i e d 

C h r i s t w i t h s t i g m a t a and o f Mary s t a n d i n g be tween t h e a p o s t l e s p e r f o r m i n g 
6k 

t h e r o l e o f c o m f o r t e r . J , B . D rewes , on t h e o t h e r h a n d , has d e t e c t e d 

L u t h e r a n i n f l u e n c e i n t h e p l a y ' s s t r e s s on t r u s t i n t h e w o r d o f God and 

on t h e r o l e o f f a i t h i n t h e l i f e o f t h e b e l i e v e r , n a m i n g t h e C o n f e s s i o n 

o f A u g s b u r g ( 1 5 3 0 ) as t h e p r o b a b l e s o u r c e o f s u c h v i e w s . I t must be 

a d m i t t e d , h o w e v e r , t h a t D r e w e s ' c o n c l u s i o n s r e s t on t h e f a i r l y s l e n d e r 

e v i d e n c e o f o n l y a r e l a t i v e l y f ew wo rds and p h r a s e s , and t h a t , g e n e r a l l y 

s p e a k i n g , by t h e 1560s t h e r e d e r i j k e r s s p e T e n t r e a t e d r e l i g i o u s m a t t e r s 

62 I b i d . p . 9 9 . 

63 S p e l e n van s i n n e v o l schoone a l l e g a t i e n , 1 o f 1 i j c k e l e e r i n q h e n ende 
s c h r i f t u e r 1 i j c k e o n d e r w i j s i n g h e n . . . g h e s p e e 1 t b i n n e n d i e s t e d e van 
R o t t e r d a m . , . A n n o I 5 6 I ( A n t w e r p , 1 5 6 4 ) , N i i v - O i i i i r , See p . 3 2 2 . 

64 H , A . Enno van G e l d e r , E rasmus , s c h i l d e r s en r e d e r i j k e r s (Gron i ngen , 
1 9 5 9 ) , p . 7 1 . 

65 J . B . D r e w e s , 'Me t s p e l van s i n n e van de w i t t e a c o l e y e n ' , De n i e u w e 
t a a l q i d s LXX ( 1 9 7 7 ) , p p . 3 0 3 - 3 0 4 . 
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f a r more c a u t i o u s l y . None o f t h e o t h e r p l a y s o f t h e Ro t t e rdam 

l a n d 1uwee1 o f I 5 6 I n o r t h o s e o f t h e An twe rp f e s t i v a l o f the same y e a r ^ ^ 

bear any t r a c e o f h e r e s y . 

One can speak w i t h f a r l e ss a s s u r a n c e abou t t h e Ghent Spe len van 

z i n n e o f 1539. The d i v i s i o n amongst h i s t o r i a n s a s t o t h e c o n f e s s i o n a l 

c h a r a c t e r o f t h e s e p l a y s i s even g r e a t e r t han t h a t o f t h e Spel van z i n n e 

o f t h e W i t t e a c o l e y e n . I f t h e Bruges p l a y f o r van D i s i s ' c o n s c i o u s l y 

r e f o r m i s t ' and M u l l e r and Scharpe can c o n s i d e r i t as ' d e v e l o p e d In a 

s p e c i f i c a l l y P r o t e s t a n t s e n s e ' , van Eeghem t a k e s a v e r y d i f f e r e n t v i ew 
A? 

a r g u i n g t h a t t h i s p l a y bea rs a ' p u r e l y Roman c h a r a c t e r ' . A d o p t i n g a 

m i d d l e l i n e , W i l l e m s , van M i e r l o and Enno van G e l d e r each a s s e r t e d t h a t 

t h e Ghent Spe len van z i n n e were s t r o n g l y i n f l u e n c e d by Erasmus and 

C h r i s t i a n humanism, 

C e r t a i n l y i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o see t hese p l a y s as be ing s e c u r e l y 

w i t h i n t h e t r a d i t i o n o f l a t e m e d i e v a l C a t h o l i c p i e t y . Not one chamber 

saw t h e g r e a t e s t c o m f o r t f o r a d y i n g man, t he theme t o w h i c h t he 

r e d e r i j k e r s were a d d r e s s i n g t h e m s e l v e s , i n t h e s a c r a m e n t o f t h e a l t a r , 

c o n f e s s i o n , o r t h e l a s t r i t e s . I n s t e a d , each chamber s t r e s s e d a 

s p i r i t u a l a s s u r a n c e o r f u t u r e hope . For the r e d e r i j k e r s o f L e f f i n g e 

t h e g r e a t e s t c o m f o r t f o r a d y i n g man was hope o f t h e g race o f C h r i s t ; 

f o r B r u g e s , t r u s t t h r o u g h t h e word on C h r i s t a l o n e ; f o r Mesen, t r u s t 

i n t h e mercy o f God w i t h r e p e n t a n c e f r o m s i n ; f o r l e p e r , t he l i v i n g 

word o f God; f o r N i e u w k e r k e , t o d i e and r i s e a g a i n i n C h r i s t , b e l i e v i n g 

t h i s t h r o u g h H i s S p i r i t ; f o r N i e u w p o o r t , C h r i s t a l o n e ; f o r T i e l t , 

t r u s t t h a t w i t h C h r i s t a l l t h i n g s a r e g i v e n ; f o r A n t w e r p , t h e 

r e s s u r r e c t i o n o f t h e f l e s h ; f o r A x e l , a good and p e a c e f u l c o n s c i e n c e ; 

f o r T i e n e n , t h e mercy o f t h e L o r d ; f o r Menen, t h e s t i r r i n g o f t h e 

S p i r i t t e s t i f y i n g t o peace w i t h God; f o r B r u s s e l s , t h e p rom ise o f God; 

f o r K a p r i j k e , t h e mercy o f God w i t h hope; f o r O u d e n a a r d e , t he t e s t i m o n y 

o f t h e S p i r i t t h a t we a r e c h i l d r e n o f God; f o r L o , Jesus C h r i s t , 

66 Spe len van s i n n e v o l scoone m o r a l i s a c i e n w t l e g g i n g e n ende b e d i e d e n i s s e 
op a l i e l o e f l i j c k e c o n s t e n . . . g h e s p e e 1 1 , . . b i n n e n d e r s t a d t 
van A n d t w e r p e n . . , i n t j a e r ons Heeren M.D.LXI ( A n t w e r p , 1562) . 

67 J . D e c a v e l e , o p . c i t . I , p . 1 9 4 n . 8 . 

68 L .M, van D i s , o p . c i t . p p . 3 5 - 3 6 , H .A . Enno van G e l d e r , o p . c i t . p . 2 7 . 
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a d v o c a t e and s a t i s f a c t i o n b e f o r e God t h e F a t h e r ; f o r K o r t r i j k , God 's 

mercy i n making the f l e s h s u b j e c t t o t he s p i r i t ; f o r Ed ingen , t h e 

r e s u r r e c t i o n o f C h r i s t ; f o r S i n t W inoksbe rgen , t r u s t t h a t C h r i s t has 
69 

g i v e n you H is S p i r i t ; and f o r D e i n z e , hope t h r o u g h t h e S c r i p t u r e s , 

In a recent ly ed i t e d e d i t i o n o f t h e p l a y s . E r n e acknowledged t h a t 

a l m o s t a l l t h e p l a y w r i g h t s a r e c r i t i c a l o f the c l e r g y and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 

p r a c t i c e s , but a rgued t h a t f i v e p l a y s In p a r t i c u l a r a r e s t r o n g l y 

i n f l u e n c e d by R e f o r m a t i o n t h e o l o g y . These a re t h e p l a y s s taged by t h e 

chambers f r o m Nieuwkerke, A n t w e r p , B r u s s e l s , E d i n g e n and De inze , In 

a d d i t i o n , he d e t e c t e d s t r o n g e v a n g e l i c a l o v e r t o n e s in t h e Bruges p l a y 

T h i s s t a r k d i v i s i o n between o r t h o d o x and ' R e f o r m a t o r i s c h - g e z i n d ' i s , 

however , some th ing o f an o v e r s i m p l i f i c a t i o n . T r u e , t h e r e a re t h o s e 

p l a y s w h i c h a r e c l e a r l y o r t h o d o x , and o t h e r s w h i c h a r e s t r o n g l y 

e v a n g e l i c a l , but a t h i r d g roup o c c u p y i n g the m i d d l e g round between 

t r a d i t i o n a l C a t h o l i c i s m and e v a n g e l i c a l i s m i s a l s o d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e . 

The p l a y s can t h u s be d i v i d e d up as shown be low. 

70 

8 , The d o c t r i n a 1 pos i t ion o f t h e Ghent r teder i j k e r s s p e l e n . 

EVANGELICAL 

\ N ieuwkerke. 

* A n t w e r p 

Brusse I s 

Ed i ngen 

ORTHODOX 

Bruges 

Mesen 

' N ieuwpoor t 

T i e l t 

L e f f i n g e 

A x e l 

T ienen 

Menen 

K a p r i j k 

Oudenaarde 

S i n t Winoksbergen , De inze 

Ko r t r I J k 

One common f e a t u r e o f t he p l a y s c a t e g o r i z e d above as o r t h o d o x 

C a t h o l i c i s t h a t t hey each l eave room f o r good w o r k s in t he p r o c e s s o f 

69 De qentse spelen van 1539. pp.51, 85, 117, 147, 177, 205, 235, 269, 
303 , 339 , 369 , 397 , 435 , 4 6 9 , 505, 535, 569, 5 9 7 , 623 . 

70 I b i d . p .29 , 
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j u s t i f i c a t i o n . The L e f f i n g e p l a y w r i g h t , f o r i n s t a n c e , w h i l s t 

c r i t i c i z i n g w o r l d l y p r i e s t s and p r e l a t e s , s u p p o r t s the t r a d i t i o n a l 

v iew t h a t good works a re m e r i t o r i o u s , q u o t i n g P e t e r Lombard as h i s 
7 1 

a u t h o r i t y . S i m i l a r l y , t h e A x e l p l a y e x p r e s s e s the v iew t h a t good 

works make us ' w o r t h y ' b e f o r e God: 

'Wt d i e v e r d i e n s t e en passye C h r i s t i , 
A l s wt d i e g e n e r a e l s t e , w a e r t s t e r o o z e ; 
V e r d i e n s t e , d i e ons waercken ( e l c d i t g l o o z e ) 
Waerd igh beqwame Code es makende, ' 72 

The T i e n e n , Menen and Oudenaarde p l a y s a l l use t h e t r a d i t i o n a l concep t 

o f ' f a i t h w o r k i n g t h r o u g h l o v e ' t hus i n d i c a t i n g t h a t t h e i r a u t h o r s do 
73 

n o t s u p p o r t t h e d o c t r i n e o f j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e . The 

K a p r i j k p l a y w r i g h t does no t e x p l i c i t l y r e j e c t j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h 

a l o n e , bu t by s a y i n g t h a t t he p r o d i g a l son d e c i d e d t o r e t u r n t o h i s 

s t a t e o f i nnocence , he a s s i g n s a r o l e t o the human w i l l in t he 
74 

o b t a i n i n g o f s a l v a t i o n f a r removed f r om t h a t o f L u t h e r . Other 

f a c t o r s c o n f i r m the o r t h o d o x n a t u r e o f t hese p l a y s . The a u t h o r o f t h e 

Menen p l a y , f o r examp le , h o l d s t h a t the a p o s t l e s remained w i t h o u t s i n 
75 

a f t e r the a s c e n s i o n o f C h r i s t , w h i l s t the K a p r i j k p l a y g i v e s t h e 

V i r g i n Mary a r o l e o f c o m f o r t i n g t h e s a i n t s in heaven wh i ch wou ld be 

an anathema t o an e v a n g e l i c a l . ^ ^ 

At t h e o t h e r end o f t h e s p e c t r u m , the p l a y p e r f o r m e d by t h e 

An twerp chamber 'de V i o l i e r e n ' was s t r o n g l y e v a n g e l i c a l in t o n e . The 

a u t h o r o f t h is p a r t i c u l a r spe1 van z i n n e , wh i ch was awarded f i r s t p r i z e 

in t h e f e s t i v a l , was g r e a t l y i n f l u e n c e d by L u t h e r i n h i s v iews on s i n 

t he Law and r i g h t e o u s n e s s , Man, he a s s e r t s , is w h o l l y e v i l by n a t u r e 

* 

77 

71 I b i d , pp.55 and 71. 

72 I b i d . p . 3 2 3 . 
'By the m e r i t s and p a s s i o n o f C h r i s t , 
As f r om t h i s most u n i v e r s a l and w o r t h y r o s e ; 
(Comes) m e r i t w h i c h makes o u r works ( e a c h t a k e 
t h i s t o h e a r t ) 
Wor thy and a c c e p t a b l e b e f o r e God , ' 

73 I b i d , pp .357 , 378 , 481. 

74 I b i d . p . 4 6 7 . 

75 I b i d . p . 3 8 2 . 

76 I b i d . p . 4 6 2 . 

77 I b i d . p p . 2 8 0 - 2 8 1 . 
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Observance o f t h e Law canno t make anyone r i g h t e o u s , but me re l y b r i n g s 

know ledge o f s i n . The G o s p e l , however , b r i n g s f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n s on 
7 R 

t h e b a s i s o f f a i t h a l o n e . In a d d i t i o n , t h e a u t h o r ' s v i ew o f the 

j u s t i f i e d man as a l w a y s r i g h t e o u s t h r o u g h C h r i s t , y e t a lways r e m a i n i n g 
79 

a s i n n e r a l s o i n d i c a t e s an i n d e b t e d n e s s t o t h e W i t t e n b e r g r e f o r m e r , 

L u t h e r ' s d o c t r i n e o f j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e was, i t seems, 

e s p e c i a l l y p o p u l a r w i t h i n r e d e r i j k e r c i r c l e s . E a c h o f t h e p l a y s l i s t e d 

as s t r o n g l y e v a n g e l i c a l a d h e r e t o t h i s t e a c h i n g . F o r examp le , a c c o r d i n g 

t o t h e Ed ingen p l a y w r i g h t , t h o s e who seek works r i g h t e o u s n e s s a r e l i k e 
80 

t h e Jews who w i s h t o g a i n heaven t h r o u g h t h e i r own w o r t h i n e s s . The 

a u t h o r o f t he De inze p l a y , on the o t h e r hand, uses t h e d o c t r i n e o f 

j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e in o r d e r t o l aunch a n a t t a c k upon t he 

m o n a s t i c o r d e r s who t e a c h t h a t s a l v a t i o n is g a i n e d t h r o u g h good w o r k s : 

'Maer deze gaen e l c z i j n eyghen weghen 
Ende s t a e n C h r i s t u m met huer wae rcken t e g h e n 
In eyghen w t g h e c o r e n g h e e s t e 1 i c h e y t , 
Meenende d a t dae r z a l i g h e y t i n l e y t 
Dat zy an t v l e e s c h gheenen c o s t en waghen 
T o t z i j n d e r n o o t d u r s t , o f i n huer d r a g h e n 
A l d u s o f a l z o o gaen s e c t i g h g h e c l e e d t : 
B lende l e e r d e r s , daer de b l ende duer w a r t v e r l e e d t , 
De we 1 eke zoo tzamen i n den pu t g h e r o c h t z i j n , ' 81 

However , i t i s n o t m e r e l y adhe rence t o j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e 

t h a t stamps t h e s e p l a y s as e v a n g e l i c a l . O the r r e f o r m e d d o c t r i n e s a r e 

d i s c e r n i b l e . F i r s t , b o t h t h e Ed ingen and De inze p l a y s r e j e c t t h e 

a d o r a t i o n o f t h e s a i n t s . For t h e E d i n g e n p l a y w r i g h t t h i s p r a c t i c e i s 

78 I b i d . p . 2 8 2 . 

79 I b i d . p . 2 9 5 . 

80 I b i d . p . 5 8 3 . 

81 I b i d . p . 6 3 7 . 
' B u t each o f t h e s e goes h i s own way 
And s t a n d s a g a i n s t C h r i s t w i t h t h e i r w o r k s 
( T r u s t i n g ) in t h e i r own s e l e c t s p i r i t u a l i t y , 
T h i n k i n g t h a t t h e i r s a l v a t i o n b e g i n s 
W i t h t h e i r r e f u s a l t o spend any money on meat 
For t h e i r needs , o r i n t h e i r d r e s s 
They t h u s go a b o u t in s e c t a r i a n c l o t h i n g : 
B l i n d l e a d e r s , who t h r o u g h t h e i r l e a d i n g o f t h e b l i n d , 
T o g e t h e r w i l l f a l l i n t o t h e p i t , ' 
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i d o l a t r o u s and as such i t i s a t r a n s g r e s s i o n o f t h e f i r s t 
82 

commandment, w h i l s t t h e D e i n z e w r i t e r r e j e c t s image w o r s h i p on t h e 
83 

g r o u n d s t h a t C h r i s t i s o u r e t e r n a l p r i e s t , m e d i a t o r and a d v o c a t e . 

Second , t h e v o c a b u l a r y o f t h e De inze and B r u s s e l s p l a y s sugges t t h a t 

t h e i r a u t h o r s may have been i n f l u e n c e d by t h e l a n g u a g e o f t h e L u t h e r a n 

L i e s v e l t t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e B i b l e . In t h e B r u s s e l s p l a y numerous 

p h r a s e s such as ' v e i l heydensche p e r s o o n e n ' ( R o m . 4 : 1 7 ) , ' t o t 

g h e r e c h t i g h e y t g h e r e k e n t ' ( R o m . 4 : 2 2 ) , ' de r e c h t v a e r d i g h e y t d i e wt God 

g h e l t ' ( R o m , 1 0 : 3 ) and ' s t o e l d e r g h e n a d e n ' ( H e b . 4 : l 6 ) a p p e a r t o have 
84 

been b o r r o w e d f r o m t h e L i e s v e l t B i b l e , w h i l s t t h e De inze p l a y w r i g h t 

r e p l a c e d t h e o r thodox word f o r church kerk f o r t h e more e v a n g e l i c a l 
85 

g e m e e n t e . T h i r d , t h e N i e u w k e r k p l a y r e j e c t s i n d u l g e n c e s on t h e 

g rounds t h a t t h r o u g h C h r i s t we a r e g r a n t e d t h e g r e a t i n d u l g e n c e , t h a t 

i s , f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n s : 
M e s t r o o s t i q h e mensche 

' Z a l i c dan t e r w a e r e l t i n gheen h o u c k e n 
Pardoenen noch a f l a e t van zonden z o u c k e n 
Dan a l l e e n e in C h r i s t u m , en n i e u w e r s e l ? 

S c h r i f t u e r 1 i c t r o o s t 

'En t r a u w e n n e e n , d i e v e r s t o e t ghy we I f 
Duer hem es ghegheven den g r o o t e n a f l a e t , 
Das es v e r g h e v i n g h e van a l d e r m e s d a e t , ' 86 

M o r e o v e r , t h e N i e u w k e r k e p l a y i s s t r o n g l y i n f l u e n c e d by t h e e v a n g e l i c a l 

c o n s o l a t i on t r a c t o f W i l l e m Gnapheus Een t r o o s t e n d e s p i e g e l d e r 

s i e c k e n ( 1 5 3 1 ) . In t h e f i r s t p l a c e , i t uses t h e same B i b l e t e x t s and 

a l l u s i o n s - t h a t d e a t h i s m e r e l y a s l e e p , t h a t i n C h r i s t we r i s e a g a i n . 

82 I b i d . p . 5 8 0 . 

83 I b i d . p . 6 4 3 . 

84 l b i d . p p . 4 o 6 , 4 2 4 - 4 2 5 . 

85 I b i d , p p . 6 2 7 , 636 , 638 , 6 4 3 , 

86 I b i d . p . 1 8 8 . 
Man in d e s p a i r 

' S h a l l I t h e n i n no c o r n e r o f t h e w o r l d 
Seeks p a r d o n s n o r i n d u l g e n c e s f r o m s i n 
E x c e p t i n C h r i s t a l o n e and nowhere e l s e ? 

S c r i p t u r a l c o m f o r t 
' I n d e e d n o t , you u n d e r s t a n d t h i s w e l l . ' 
T h r o u g h h im i s g i v e n t h e g r e a t i n d u l g e n c e . 
T h a t i s , f o r g i v e n e s s o f a l l m isdeeds I 
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O-y 

and t h a t C h r i s t cove rs ou r s i n . On t h e i r own, t h e s e s i m i l a r B i b l e 

t e x t s c o u l d s i m p l y be c o i n c i d e n t a l . Ye t i n a d d i t i o n t h e r e a re t e x t u a l 

resemblances between t h e two works wh i ch a r e n o t t a k e n from the B i b l e . 

Nieuwkerke r e d e r i j k e r s s p e l Gnapheus, T r o o s t 

'T ' 1 i c h a m e l i c s t a e r v e n en es maer ' D i e d o o t is ons dan een doorganc 
een duere om t e passerene in da t t o t da t l e u e n . ' 
eeuwigh l e v e n ' 

'Een redene diemen ghemeene l i c 'Men s e y t g h e m e y n l i c , het waer 
z e g h t : datmen voor t s t a e r v e n n i e t goe t t e s t e r v e n , d i e w i s t waer 
d o r f t bezwaren, w is teman waer hy b e v a r e n s o l d e . ' 
datmen zoude b e v a r e n , ' 

' D i e h e l l e dat es de v reeze de r doot ' D i e he l i e is anders n i e t , dan 
en voo r Gods r e c h t v a e r d i g h e y t een d i e v r e e z e ende v e r s c r i c k i n g h e 
v e r g r u w e n , ' des d o o t s , ende een g rouwe l 

voor Gods g h e r e c h t i g h e y t . ' 88 

A l l t h i s is no t t o say t h a t the N i e u w k e r k e p l a y i s m e r e l y a condensed 

v e r s i o n o f the T r o o s t . I t i s an independent work w h i c h makes use o f 

Gnapheus' t r a c t , t h o u g h the two works d i f f e r i n t o n e . Most n o t a b l y , t h e 
89 

N ieuwkerk p l a y is w i t h o u t t he sharpness and i r o n y o f t h e T r o o s t . 

F i n a l l y , we t u r n o u r a t t e n t i o n t o the t h i r d g r o u p o f p l a y s 

i l l u s t r a t e d in t h e d i a g r a m , t hose o c c u p y i n g the m i d d l e ground between 

e v a n g e l i c a l i s m and C a t h o l i c i s m . As w i t h t h e s t r o n g l y e v a n g e l i c a l g r o u p , 

we f i n d t h a t J u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h r a t h e r t han by works is an i m p o r t a n t 

c o n c e p t , bu t t hese p l a y s ' e v a n g e l i c a l t e n d e n c i e s a r e ba lanced by o r t h o d o x 

o v e r t o n e s . The Mesen p l a y w r i g h t , f o r examp le , a r g u e s f o r t he n e c e s s i t y 

o f no t mere l y h i s t o r i c ( t h a t i s , i n t e l l e c t u a l ) f a i t h , but f a i t h in 

C h r i s t w h i c h cove rs our s i n s , ^ ^ In a d d i t i o n , he a t t a c k s the v e n e r a t i o n 

o f t h e s a i n t s as i d o l a t r o u s , r e j e c t s i n d u l g e n c e s , and a rgues t h a t a 

d y i n g man s h o u l d no t make s t r e n u o u s e f f o r t s t o c o n f e s s b e f o r e a p r i e s t 

o r t o t a k e the s a c r a m e n t , but s h o u l d r e p e n t o f h i s s i n f u l l i f e by way o f 
91 

a g e n e r a l c o n f e s s i o n . On the o t h e r hand, he m a i n t a i n s a h i g h r e g a r d 

f o r t h e Roman c h u r c h , s e e i n g her as the ' h e l y g h e C h r i s t e n k a e r c k e ' , 

87 I b i d . p . 1 8 1 . 

88 I b i d , pp .185 , 197. BKN I , pp .225 , 243. 

89 De qen tse s p e l e n van 1539. p p . 1 8 1 - 1 8 2 . 

90 I b i d . p . 1 2 1 , 

91 I b i d . p p . 1 3 4 - 1 3 5 , 145. 
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92 

f o u n d e d on t he c o n f e s s i o n o f S t . P e t e r , The Lo p l a y t a k e s a s i m i l a r 

s t a n c e . I t s a u t h o r a s s e r t s t h a t t h e f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n s comes t h r o u g h 

C h r i s t , w i t h o u t t h e i n t e r v e n t i o n o f e a r t h l y m e d i a t o r s ( s a i n t s ) . I n 

a d d i t i o n he r e j e c t s i n d u l g e n c e s , and b u r i a l in m o n a s t i c h a b i t : 

'A ls i c d i e s t o t v e l e menschen om r a e d t ga , 
Raden my zom a n d e r s dueghden t e c o p e n e . 
Of in z e k e r b u l l e n t e hopene; 
Ander my in t r o o s t e om de z i e l e t e l a v e n e 
R a e d t ; m i j n doode l i c h a e m t e g r a v e n e 
In vremde h a b y t e n , z o o t b l i j c t p r o p o o s t e 1 i c . 
Dus t r o o s t e r s , w e l c h i e r my meest es t r o o s t e l i e 
Doch b i d d i c wt m innen ; op Gods g h e s c h r i f t e l e t . ' 

Ye t l i k e the Mesen p l a y w r i g h t , he h o l d s such v i e w s f r om w i t h i n t h e 

Roman c h u r c h , even g o i n g so f a r as t o say t h a t f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n s i s 

o b t a i n e d i n i t i a l l y t h r o u g h f a i t h , bu t s u b s e q u e n t l y t h r o u g h the C h u r c h : 

' D i e v e r z e k e r t h e y t moet ghy v e r w a e r v e n 
Duer s g h e l o o v e n gave t o t u v e r c h i e r s e l e , q r 
Dan van C h r i s t u s b r u u t due r s g h e e s t s r e g i e r s e l e , ' 

T h i s u n w i l l i n g n e s s o f t h e a u t h o r s whose p l a y s occupy t he m i d d l e 

g round between o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c i s m and e v a n g e l i c a l i s m t o b reak w i t h 

t h e Roman Church i s h a r d l y s u r p r i s i n g . Even s t r o n g l y e v a n g e l i c a l 

p l a y w r i g h t s a d v o c a t e d r enewa l from w i t h i n t h e C h u r c h . The a u t h o r o f 

t h e B r u s s e l s p l a y , f o r examp le , s p e c i f i c a l l y r e j e c t s s e c t a r i a n i s m 

because he b e l i e v e s i t t o be a cause o f s o c i a l u n r e s t : 

92 I b i d , p p . 1 2 1 , 127, 136. 

93 I b i d , p p . 5 0 9 , 5 2 6 - 5 2 7 . 

94 I b i d . p . 5 3 0 . 
'When I go t o many men f o r c o u n s e l , 
T h e r e a r e some who c o u n s e l me t o buy v i r t u e s . 
Or t o t r u s t i n c e r t a i n b u l l s ; 
O the rs t o c o m f o r t and r e f r e s h my s o u l 
Counse l me t o bu ry my dead body 
In s t r a n g e h a b i t s , so i t c l e a r l y a p p e a r s . 
Such c o m f o r t e r s , w h i c h g i v e most c o m f o r t here 
Y e t I p ray f o r l o v e ' s s a k e : heed G o d ' s S c r i p t u r e s . ' 

95 I b i d . p . 5 2 9 . 
' T h i s c e r t a i n l y y o u must o b t a i n 
Th rough t he f a i t h g i v e n t o you as an o r n a m e n t , 
Then f r o m t h e b r i d e o f C h r i s t t h r o u g h t h e S p i r i t ' s r u l e . 
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'Goedt Schynende Opzed t , i c g h e v o e l e my qua l i c k , 
M i d t s e r r u e r i g h e s e c t e n d i e nu s p r u t e n . ' 96 

I t may be t h a t he has A n a b a p t i s m in mind a t t h i s p o i n t . C e r t a i n l y t he 

Amsterdam r i s i n g o f 1534 and t h e e s t a b l i s h i n g o f t h e New Je rusa lem a t 

Muns te r in 1534-35 must have caused a good dea l o f d ismay amongst 

n o n - A n a b a p t i s t e v a n g e l i c a l s l i v i n g in t he N e t h e r l a n d s , In p a r t i c u l a r , 

i t must have made them e x t r e m e l y wary o f b r e a k i n g w i t h t he Mother 

c h u r c h , f o r such excesses c o u l d be i n t e r p r e t e d as a d i r e c t r e s u l t o f 

sch ism. 

Our a n a l y s i s o f a number o f s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y r e d e r i j k e r s s p e l e n has 

r e v e a l e d t h a t t h e r e was a t l e a s t some t r u t h in c o n t e m p o r a r y a l l e g a t i o n s 

t h a t t hey were h e r e t i c a l . W h i l s t some p l a y s were p e r f e c t l y o r t h o d o x 

and o t h e r s m e r e l y a n t i c l e r i c a l w i t h l i t t l e o r no t h e o l o g i c a l c o n t e n t , 

t h e r e were some w h i c h showed a marked adhe rence t o e v a n g e l i c a l 

t h e o l o g y . But t hese e v a n g e l i c a l t e n d e n c i e s may n o t have been t h e o n l y 

reason f o r t h e h o s t i l i t y t h a t t h e r e d e r i j k e r s a r o u s e d , P e t e r Burke has 

a rgued t h a t more f u n d a m e n t a l i s sues were a t s t a k e . For h im , t he ma jo r 

cause o f such h o s t i l i t y was a r e f o r m a t i o n o f manners in e a r l y modern 

Europe w h i c h r e s u l t e d in a g r e a t e r d i s t i n c t i o n and s e p a r a t i o n between 
97 

t h e sacred and t h e p r o f a n e . C e r t a i n l y in t h e c a s e o f t h e r e d e r i j k e r s 

t h e r e i s e v i d e n c e t o s u p p o r t B u r k e ' s t h e s i s . I f t h e s o l e cause o f t h e 

o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e r e d e r i j k e r s was t h e i r d i s s e m i n a t i o n o f e v a n g e l i c a l 

d o c t r i n e , why d i d t h e synods o f t h e Reformed c h u r c h a t D o r d r e c h t (1578) 

and M i d d e l b u r g (1581) oppose 'Ghees te 1 i cke cornedien, en t r a g e d i a n voo r 

den vo l eke in R h e t o r i j c k e gegeven?^^ S i m i l a r l y , t h e r e d e r i j k e r s t h a t 

moved n o r t h f r o m B raban t and F l a n d e r s in t he 1580s f o l l o w i n g the 

r e c o n q u e s t o f t h e s o u t h e r n p r o v i n c e s by Parma d i d n o t a l w a y s f i n d t h e 

Reformed as amenable as t h e y m i g h t have w i s h e d o r e x p e c t e d . In p a r t i c u l a r , 

96 I b i d . p . 4 1 5 . 
'Seeming Good P l a n , I f e a r e v i l , 
On a c c o u n t o f t h e e r r i n g s e c t s now s p r i n g i n g up. 

97 P. B u r k e , P o p u l a r c u l t u r e in e a r l y modern Eu rope (New Y o r k , 1978) 
p . 2 1 1 . 

I 

98 E. E l l e b r o e k - F o r t u i n , o p . c i t . p . 2 1 , ' S p i r i t u a l comed ies and t r a g e d i e s 
g i v e n in r h e t o r i c f o r t h e p e o p l e , ' 
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t h e y found t h e m s e l v e s c r i t i c i z e d on such g rounds a s d r e s s i n g up was 

f o r b i d d e n by t h e word o f God, and t h a t p r o n o u n c e m e n t s on the S c r i p t u r e s 
99 

s h o u l d no t be made by t h o s e u n t r a i n e d i n t h e o l o g y . A l l t h i s wou ld 

i n d i c a t e t h a t a t l e a s t p a r t o f t he o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e r e d e r i j k e r s 

stemmed f r o m t h e i r f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h s p i r i t u a l t h i n g s and the f e a r , by 

C a t h o l i c s and Reformed a l i k e , t h a t t h i s f a m i l i a r i t y b red mockery and 

i r r e v e r e n c e . W h a t , p r i o r t o t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y , had f a l l e n 

w i t h i n t he b r o a d e s t b o u n d a r i e s o f a c c e p t a b l e r e l i g i o u s comment c o u l d 

now no l o n g e r be t o l e r a t e d . 

99 J . G . C . A . B r i e I s , ' "Reyn g e n w e c h t " , Z u i d n e d e r l a n d s e kamers van 
r h e t o r i c a i n noo rd N e d e r l a n d , 1 5 8 5 - 1 6 3 0 ' , B i j d r a g e n t o t g e s c h i e d e n i s 
L V I I ( 1 9 7 4 ) , p . 1 4 . A n o t h e r f a c t o r t o be born i n m ind i n t h e d e c l i n e 
o f t h e r e d e r i j k e r s t o w a r d s t he end o f t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y i s t h e 
emergence o f ' l e t h e a t r e s c o l a i r e ' . R. Lebegue . ' L ' e v o l u t i o n du 
t h e a t r e dans les p r o v i n c e s du n o r d ' i n La r e n a i s s a n c e dans l es 
p r o v i n c e s du n o r d : P i c a r d i e - A r t o i s - F l a n d r e s - B r a b a n t - H a i n a u t ed . 
F , Lesure ( P a r i s , 1956 ) , p p . 1 1 7 - 1 2 6 . 

100 P. B u r k e , o p . c i t . p . 2 1 2 , 



225 

CHAPTER 9 

FROM CONVENTICLE TO COUNTER-CHURCH: 

THE PROGRESS OF THE DUTCH REFORMATION 

In t h o s e German s t a t e s where t h e p r i n c e a d o p t e d t he Lu the ran f a i t h 

the passage f r o m u n o f f i c i a l r e l i g i o u s r e v o l t t o t e r r i t o r i a l c h u r c h and 

L u t h e r a n o r t h o d o x y was u s u a l l y r e l a t i v e l y s w i f t . In t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , 

where C h a r l e s V f o u g h t t o d e f e n d t h e o l d f a i t h by e v e r y c o n c e i v a b l e 

means, t h e deve lopmen t o f an e v a n g e l i c a l c h u r c h was a f a r more p r o t r a c t e d 

process . 

Forced u n d e r g r o u n d , e v a n g e l i c a l r e l i g i o n in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s t o o k 

on a d e c i d e d l y e c l e c t i c n a t u r e . In t h e 1520s t h e L u t h e r a n i n f l u e n c e 

was i n t he a s c e n d a n t . As we have a l r e a d y seen , t h e works o f L u t h e r 

h i m s e l f , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h o s e o f a number o f h i s f o l l o w e r s , were q u i c k l y 

t r a n s l a t e d i n t o D u t c h . However , even a t t h i s e a r l y s t a g e one can 

d i s c e r n o t h e r i n f l u e n c e s . Most n o t a b l y , f r om a b o u t 1525 onwards 

s p i r i t u a l i s t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f t h e L o r d ' s Supper began t o p r e v a i l 

amongst Du tch e v a n g e l i c a l s . T h i s d i d no t n e c e s s i t a t e a w h o l e s a l e 

r e j e c t i o n o f L u t h e r ' s t h e o l o g y . In 1526, f o r e x a m p l e , G e o r g i u s 

A p o r t a n u s o f Z w o l l e , an e v a n g e l i c a l p r e a c h e r in t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g 

t e r r i t o r y o f Eas t F r i e s l a n d , f e l t a t l i b e r t y t o b o r r o w b o t h f r o m L u t h e r 

and K a r l s t a d t ' s w r i t i n g s on the L o r d ' s Suppe r , t h o u g h by t h e n t h e r e was 

a c l e a r and b i t t e r d i v i d e between t h e two men, L u t h e r h o l d i n g t o t h e 

t r a d i t i o n a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f C h r i s t ' s u t t e r a n c e hoc e s t co rpus meum, 

and K a r l s t a d t a d o p t i n g the i d i o s y n c r a t i c b e l i e f t h a t when C h r i s t 

u t t e r e d t h e s e words he was r e f e r r i n g t o H is own p h y s i c a l body . I t may 

be t h a t s a c r a m e n t a r i a n i s m won t h e day amongst D u t c h e v a n g e l i c a l s because 

i t s common s e n s i c a 1 t h e o l o g y was more a c c e s s i b l e t o D u t c h e v a n g e l i c a l s 

t han L u t h e r ' s e u c h a r i s t i c t h e o l o g y , and a l s o because in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s 

t h e r e was no t e r r i t o r i a l c h u r c h t o t e a c h and t o d r i l l t h e l a i t y i n t o 

a c c e p t a n c e o f t h e L u t h e r a n o r t h o d o x y on t h i s i s s u e . 

The a r r i v a l o f M e l c h i o r Hof fman in Eas t F r i e s l a n d in 1530 s i g n a l l e d 

1 See p .53 . 
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t h e g r o w t h o f A n a b a p t i s m in t h e n o r t h e r n N e t h e r l a n d s on a s i z e a b l e 

s c a l e . In t h e y e a r s a f t e r t h e c o l l a p s e o f t h e m i l l e n a r i a n k ingdom a t 

Muns te r in 1535 Dav id J o r i s and o t h e r s b roke away f r o m ma ins t ream 

A n a b a p t i s m , R e j e c t i n g o r g a n i z e d r e l i g i o n a l t o g e t h e r , t h e y a d v o c a t e d a 

s p i r i t u a l i s t i c f a i t h in w h i c h o u t w a r d forms o f r e l i g i o n were more o r 

l e s s u n i m p o r t a n t . The 1540s a l s o saw a new i n f l u e n c e in the f o r m o f 

C a l v i n i s m . I n i t i a l l y C a l v i n i s m made i t s mark in t h e s o u t h e r n F r e n c h -

s p e a k i n g p r o v i n c e s where t h e r e was no language b a r r i e r , but by t he mid 

1550s t h i s had been su rmoun ted and some o f C a l v i n ' s works had been 

t r a n s l a t e d i n t o D u t c h , T h u s , w i t h i n a space o f some t h i r t y y e a r s , t h e 

N e t h e r l a n d s had seen an enormous v a r i e t y o f r e l i g i o u s i n f l u e n c e . Y e t 

the coming o f each new movement d i d no t r e s u l t i n t h e d i s a p p e a r a n c e o f 

t h e o l d : e a r l i e r i n f l u e n c e s p e r s i s t e d and were o f t e n a s s i m i l a t e d . By 

1566, t h e r e f o r e , t h e r e were f o u r d i s t i n c t g roups i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s a t 

odds w i t h t he Roman c h u r c h , t h e L u t h e r a n s , t h e A n a b a p t i s t s , t he 

S p i r i t u a l i s t s and t he Re fo rmed . 

But in t h e absence o f a P r o t e s t a n t s t a t e c h u r c h , how d i d e v a n g e l i c a l s 

p r a c t i s e t h e i r r e l i g i o n in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s ? D id f u l l y - f l e d g e d c o u n t e r 

c h u r c h e s e x i s t f r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g , o r d i d t h e y e v o l v e o v e r a p e r i o d o f 

t ime? How s t r o n g were N i c o d e m i t e i n f l u e n c e s amongs t Dutch e v a n g e l i c a l s ? 

What t o o k p l a c e a t e v a n g e l i c a l c o n v e n t i c l e s ? How l a r g e were t h e s e 

g roups? Who led them? What was t he s o c i a l b a c k g r o u n d o f t h e i r members? 

These a re some o f the most i m p o r t a n t q u e s t i o n s we s h a l l seek t o answer 

in t r a c i n g t he deve lopmen t o f t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f e v a n g e l i c a l r e l i g i o n 

in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s f r o m 1520 t o 1566, 

C o n f e s s i o n a l L u t h e r a n ism in t he N e t h e r l a n d s was a l a t e and r a t h e r 

e x o t i c d e v e l o p m e n t . For t h e f i r s t f o r t y o r so y e a r s o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n 

t h e r e was no o r g a n i z e d L u t h e r a n c h u r c h and , when one was f i n a l l y 

e s t a b l i s h e d a t A n t w e r p i n 1566, i t was e s s e n t i a l l y an a l i e n and f o r e i g n 

i m p o r t a t i o n . Many o f t h e L u t h e r a n p r e a c h e r s in A n t w e r p in 1566 came 

f r o m Germany and spoke no Du tch w h a t s o e v e r . M o r e o v e r , t h e a rgumen ts o f 

M a t t h i a s F l a c i u s l l l y r i c u s and o t h e r s on such i s s u e s as t h e u b i q u i t y o f 
2 

C h r i s t ' s body were l a r g e l y i r r e v e l a n t t o t h e s i t u a t i o n in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s . 

2 J.W. P o n t , G e s c h i e d e n i s van he t l u t h e r a n i s m in de N e d e r l a n d e n t o t 
I 6 l 8 (Haa r l em , 1911 ) , p p , 6 0 - 9 2 , 
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In t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f t he Du tch R e f o r m a t i o n , p a r i s h i o n e r s heard 

L u t h e r ' s d o c t r i n e s p reached f r o m t h e p u l p i t o f t h e i r own p a r i s h 

c h u r c h e s . Such was t h e case a t S t . C a e c i 1 i a k e r k , U t r e c h t , where t he 

l o c a l p a r i s h p r i e s t Herman G e r r i t s o p e n l y e s p o u s e d L u t h e r a n v iews in 

1521. L i k e w i s e , A d r i a n u s C o r d a t u s , P i e t e r Q u a d r a t u s , I sb rand Scho l 

and one Mr Simon (probably SimonC^xver) at Amsterdam, Nicolaas van der 

E l s t at Antwerp, and Jean le Grue and Jean C a r p e n t i e r a t T o u r n a i , a l l 

p r o c l a i m e d t h e new f a i t h f r o m t h e i r p u l p i t s , ^ 

In remote p a r t s o f t h e n o r t h e r n N e t h e r l a n d s , t h i s s t a t e o f a f f a i r s 

c o n t i n u e d w e l l i n t o t h e second h a l f o f t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . In t h e 

1550s, C o r n e l l s C o o l t u y n a p r i e s t a t E n k h u i z e n , r e f u s e d t o c e l e b r a t e 

Mass, t o p r e a c h on p u r g a t o r y , t o e x h o r t t he p e o p l e t o w o r s h i p t h e 

5 

V i r g i n Mary o r t o i nvoke t h e s a i n t s . T r u e , C o o l t u y n was e v e n t u a l l y 

f o r c e d t o l eave E n k h u i z e n f o r A lkmaar and f r o m t h e r e t o f l e e t o Emden, 

but t h a t he was a b l e t o p reach in such a way as l a t e as the 1550s i s , i n 

i t s e l f , s t r i k i n g . S i m i l a r l y , Ange l us M e r u l a , p r i e s t a t H e e n v l l e t u n t i l 

h i s d e a t h in 1557, was o p e n l y p r e a c h i n g f r o m t h e p u l p i t a g a i n s t 

i n t e r c e s s i o n t o t h e s a i n t s , p i l g r i m a g e s , and t h e a d o r a t i o n o f t h e V i r g i n 

Mary f r om 1533 o n w a r d s . ^ 

Nor were such o p i n i o n s c o n f i n e d t o t h e s e c u l a r c l e r g y a l o n e , as i s 

i l l u s t r a t e d by t h e l i f e o f t h e P r e m o n s t r a n t a b b o t I s b r a n d van H a r d e r w i j k . 

Hav ing a l r e a d y been in m o n a s t i c o r d e r s f o r a number o f y e a r s , van 

H a r d e r w i j k j o u r n e y e d t o W i t t e n b e r g in 15^5 where he rema ined f o r f i v e 

y e a r s . F o l l o w i n g t h e i m p e r i a l p r o c l a m a t i o n o f 1550 f o r b i d d i n g s t u d y 

3 CD IV, pp.85-87. 

4 A. Me 11 i n k , Amsterdam en de wede rdope rs in de z e s t i e n d e eeuw (N i jmegen . 
1 9 7 8 ) , p p . 1 2 - 1 3 , 21 and 24 . J , D u v e r g e r , ' L u t h e r s e p r e d i c a t i e t e 
B r u s s e l en he t p roces t e g e n een a a n t a l k u n s t e n a a r s ( a p r i l - j u n i 1 5 2 7 ) ' , 
Wettenschappelijke t i id ingen XXXVI (1977), c o l . 2 2 2 . R. van 

R o o s b r o e c k , 'Een n i e u w dokument ove r de beg in p e r i o d van he t 
l u t h e r a n i s m e t e A n t w e r p e n , ' G_P V ( 1 9 2 7 ) , p . 2 7 1 . G . Moreau, H i s t o i r e 
du p r o t e s t a n t i s m e a T o u r n a i j u s q u ' a l a v e i l l e de la r e v o l u t i o n des 
Pays-Bas ( P a r i s , 1962 ) , p . 6 3 , 

5 BRN IX, pp.237-238. 

6 J , W e e r n e k e r s , De t h e o l o q i e van Anqe lus Meru la met name o n d e r z o c h t op 
i n v l o e d v a n u i t de r e f o r m a t i e (Amsterdam, 1 9 8 3 ) , p p . 7 6 and 8 0 . 
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a b r o a d he r e t u r n e d t o h i s monas te ry a t L i d l u m , F r i e s l a n d , and in 1553 

he was e l e c t e d a b b o t . He h e l d t h i s p o s i t i o n f o r a f u l l s i x t e e n y e a r s 

b e f o r e he f i n a l l y r e t i r e d . He t h e n went t o Emden, m a r r i e d a fo rmer 

n u n , o b t a i n e d a l e a d i n g p o s i t i o n in t h e Reformed c o m m u n i t y , and t o o k 
7 

p a r t i n t he p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r t h e Synod o f Emden. 

In t h o s e p r o v i n c e s n e a r e r t h e s e a t o f g o v e r n m e n t , however , 

s y s t e m a t i c p e r s e c u t i o n f o r c e d L u t h e r a n s y m p a t h i z e r s unde rg round w i t h i n 

a few y e a r s . Smal l g roups o f men and women began t o meet t o g e t h e r in 

c l a n d e s t i n e g a t h e r i n g s known as c o n v e n t i c l e s . T h a t t h e s e s e c r e t 

m e e t i n g s were a d i r e c t response t o p e r s e c u t i o n i s bo rne o u t by t h e i r 

r a r i t y in remote a reas in t h e n o r t h e r n N e t h e r l a n d s . As t he cases o f 

C o o l t u y n , Meru la and van H a r d e r w i j k show, a r e l a t i v e f reedom f r o m 

p e r s e c u t i o n meant t h a t f o r many y e a r s t h e Gospel c o u l d be p reached f r o m 

w i t h i n t h e Roman c h u r c h and hence c o n v e n t i c l e s w e r e s i m p l y no t n e c e s s a r y . 

C o n v e n t i c l e s were f i r s t f o r b i d d e n in Amsterdam i n 1523 -^ The f o l l o w i n g 

y e a r an e v a n g e l i c a l g roup was p r o s e c u t e d by the m u n i c i p a l a u t h o r i t i e s o f 

'an 
10 

A n t w e r p , ^ and in 1527 a n o t h e r g r o u p l ed by N i c o l a a s van der E l s t , p r i e s t 

o f S t . Jacobskerk A n t w e r p was d i s c o v e r e d a t B r u s s e l s . 

In t he e a r l y y e a r s o f t he R e f o r m a t i o n in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , i t i s t he 

i n f o r m a l n a t u r e o f c o n v e n t i c l e s t h a t i s p a r t i c u l a r l y s t r i k i n g . A g roup 

from D i k k e l v e n n e i n r u r a l F l a n d e r s , f ounded in t h e e a r l y 1530s, f o r 

e x a m p l e , grew o u t o f d i s c u s s i o n s a t t h e l o c a l i nn e a c h Sunday a f t e r Mass, 

Those most i n t e r e s t e d e v e n t u a l l y came t o g e t h e r t o f o r m a r e g u l a r B i b l e 

s t u d y g r o u p under t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f a l o c a l f a r m e r Jan Taelman and t h e 

p a s t o r s o f Hermelgem and S i n t e M a r i a - L a t e m , Jan de W u l f and M i c h a e l 

H a n n i s . A t t h e s e g a t h e r i n g s one member o f t he g r o u p w o u l d read a 

passage f r om t h e New Tes tamen t and t h e n g i v e a s h o r t e x p o s i t i o n . The 

g roup w o u l d t h e n s u b - d i v i d e f o r d i s c u s s i o n and t h e n reassemb le t o hear 

t h e d i f f e r e n t f i n d i n g s . A s i m i l a r l y l o o s e l y f o r m e d g r o u p c e n t r e d 

7 J . J . W o l t j e r , F r i e s land in h e r v o r m l n g s t i { d ( L e i d e n , 1 9 6 2 ) , p p , 9 3 - 9 4 . 

8 CD IV, pp.239-240. 

9 CD IV, pp.259-261. 

10 T r i a l documents ARA B r u s s e l s , P a p i e r s d ' E t a t e t de 1 'aud ience 1177^ 
f l - 9 9 v ° . These documents were m i s s i n g f o r many y e a r s and 
c o n s e q u e n t l y do n o t appear i n C£, 

1 1 J . D e c a v e l e , De dageraad van de r e f o r m a t i e in V iaande ren ( 1 5 2 0 - 1 5 6 5 ) 
(Brussels, 1975), I , pp.268-269. 
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a round P i e t e r F l o r y s s e n , a c r i p p l e d t a i l o r , a t Gouda in the 1530s was 

a l s o o f a n o n - s c h i s m a t i c n a t u r e in t h a t i t s members c o n t i n u e d t o go t o 

Eas te r c o n f e s s i o n and t o r e c e i v e t h e Sacrament w h i l s t meet ing t o deba te 
12 

t h e t o p i c a l r e l i g i o u s i ssues o f t he day. Such groups cannot be 

rega rded as P r o t e s t a n t chu rches in any sense. T h e i r a im was not s c h i s m . 

R a t h e r , t h e y sought t o make up f o r what t h e i r members p e r c e i v e d as t he 

d e f i c i e n c i e s w i t h i n t h e Roman chu rch in w h i c h t h e m i r a c l e o f t he Mass 

was t h e c e n t r a l p o i n t o f d e v o t i o n . Hence, the s t u d y o f the B i b l e was 

c e n t r a l t o the l i f e o f such g r o u p s . 

Even the more o r g a n i z e d e v a n g e l i c a l c o n v e n t i c l e s a t t h i s t ime were 

o f a n o n - s c h i s m a t i c n a t u r e . One g roup a t Leuven i n t he e a r l y 1540s, l ed 

by a l o c a l p r i e s t named Paul de Rovere , had some r u d i m e n t a r y sys tem o f 
13 

poor r e l i e f f o r needy members. F u r t h e r m o r e , c e r t a i n members o f t h e 

g roup had f a i r l y advanced e v a n g e l i c a l v i e w s . G o o r i s S t o c x , a l e a d i n g 

f i g u r e in the c o n v e n t i c l e d e n i e d p u r g a t o r y , the i n v o c a t i o n o f t h e 

s a i n t s , t he need t o observe f a s t d a y s , the r e a l p r e s e n c e o f C h r i s t in 
t he e u c h a r i s t , and t h e r o l e o f a p r i e s t in c o n f e s s i o n , and s u b s c r i b e d t o 

14 

t h e d o c t r i n e o f j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e . O t h e r s , however, 

espoused a less r a d i c a l s t a n c e and the c o n v e n t i c l e seems t o have se r ved 

as a fo rum in w h i c h d i f f e r e n t shades o f e v a n g e l i c a l o p i n i o n c o u l d be 

d i s c u s s e d , r a t h e r than as a g roup o f f i r m l y c o m m i t t e d P r o t e s t a n t s , 

K a t h e l y n e Metsys t e s t i f i e d t o t h e i r b e i n g d i s a g r e e m e n t amongst t h e 

g roup on t h e q u e s t i o n o f p r o c e s s i o n s , and on t h e c o n t e n t i o u s q u e s t i o n 

o f t he r e a l p resence Paul de Rovere had been h e a r d t o say t h a t he had no 

f i x e d o p i n i o n on t h i s i s s u e . ^ 

S i m i l a r d i sag reemen ts a r o s e in An twerp in t h e l a t e 1520s and e a r l y 

12 A .C. Duke, ' D i s s i d e n t v o i c e s in a c o n f o r m i s t t o w n : the e a r l y 
r e f o r m a t i o n a t Gouda ' , B e s t u u r d e r s en g e l e e r d e n . O p s t e l l e n over 
onderwerpen u i t de neder landsche g e s c h i e d e n i s van de I 6 e , 17e en l8e 
eeuw aanqeboden aan P r o f . D r . J . J . W o l t j e r , e d . S, G r o e n v e l d , 
M.E.H.M. Mont , I , S c h o f f e r (Amsterdam, 1985) , p . 2 6 . 

13 Campan, p . 3 5 0 . Poor r e l i e f was o f t e n one o f t h e f i r s t o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
measures t a k e n by groups o f e v a n g e l i c a l s . See G, Moreau, o p . c i t . 
p.70. 

14 Campan, pp.516, 456, 454, 348, 510-512, 440, 452 and 474. 

15 Campan, pp .456 and 382. 
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1530s. In a l e t t e r o f 12 September 1531 one L e o n h a r d Munssor asked 

L u t h e r f o r a d v i c e as t o w h e t h e r o r n o t i t was p e r m i s s i b l e f o r e v a n g e l i c a l s 

t o r e c e i v e t h e Las t R i t e s f r o m a C a t h o l i c p r i e s t . A p p a r e n t l y some members 

o f t h e c o n v e n t i c l e t o w h i c h Munssor was a t t a c h e d f e l t t h a t t h i s was 

c o m p l e t e l y o u t o f t h e q u e s t i o n w h i l s t o t h e r s a r g u e d t h a t i t was 

p e r m i s s i b l e , p r o v i d e d t h a t i t was v e r y c l o s e t o t h e p r o c e d u r e i n s t i t u t e d 

by C h r i s t w h i c h p r o b a b l y meant an i n s i s t e n c e t h a t communion was g i v e n in 

bo th k i n d s . A g a i n , t h e s e d i s a g r e e m e n t s appear t o have a r i s e n because o f 

t h e n a t u r e o f t h e g r o u p , the c o n v e n t i c l e be ing a l o o s e a s s o c i a t i o n o f 

p e o p l e o f v a r y i n g shades o f o p i n i o n , r a t h e r t han a g roup o f c o m m i t t e d 

P r o t e s t a n t s . I ndeed , Munssor i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e c o n v e n t i c l e had even 

abandoned i t s p o t e n t i a l l y dangerous open c e l e b r a t i o n o f t he L o r d ' s 

Supper r a t h e r t h a n meet in s e c r e t and e x c l u d e t h o s e who were no t f i r m l y 

c o m m i t t e d t o t he e v a n g e l i c a l cause , 

Many members o f t h e Leuven c o n v e n t i c l e c l a i m e d t o have a t t e n d e d 

Mass and c o n f e s s i o n . T h i s w o u l d a g a i n sugges t a m o d e r a t e n o n - s c h i s m a t i c 

s t a n c e amongst e a r l y Du tch e v a n g e l i c a l s . A d m i t t e d l y , some may have 

c l a i m e d t h i s t o a v o i d p u n i s h m e n t . The s t o r y o f E l y z a b e t h S c l e r c x , f o r 

e x a m p l e , who c l a i m e d t h a t she had l a s t c o n f e s s e d a t Ghent when v i s i t i n g 

a s i c k s i s t e r i n t h a t t own , but she d i d n o t know t h e name o f he r 

c o n f e s s o r and had no t seen h im , m i g h t w e l l be a f a b r i c a t i o n : i t w o u l d , 
17 

as E l y z a b e t h knew, be d i f f i c u l t t o c o r r o b o r a t e . Her s i s t e r C a l l e k e n , 

however , was p r o b a b l y t e l l i n g t he t r u t h when she s a i d t h a t she had gone 

t o c o n f e s s i o n f o r t h e l a s t t h r e e o r four y e a r s and t w i c e t a k e n t h e Holy 

Sac ramen t , and t h a t she had c o n f e s s e d t h e p r e v i o u s S a t u r d a y and had 

t a k e n communion t h e p r e v i o u s S u n d a y , I n d e e d , e v e n f a i r l y c o m m i t t e d 

e v a n g e l i c a l s such as Thoenken van Rosmaels who p l a y e d an i m p o r t a n t p a r t 

i n t h e l i f e o f the g r o u p and was e v e n t u a l l y m a r t y r e d f o r her f a i t h , m igh t 

f l e e t o t he mo the r c h u r c h in a moment o f c r i s i s . A c c o r d i n g t o E l y z a b e t h 

S c l e r c x when Thoenken was v e r y i l l she had t h e l a s t r i t e s a d m i n i s t e r e d 

t o he r and c o n f e s s e d t o t h e p r i e s t o f S t , J a c o b s , 

16 W.A. Br. 6. p.190. 

17 Campan, p.496. 

18 Campan, p . 4 7 4 , 

19 Campan, p.496. 
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T h i s p o s i t i o n o f e c l e c t i c n o n - s c h i s m a t i c d i s s e n t i s a l s o r e f l e c t e d 

in t he v a r i e t y o f books in t h e p o s s e s s i o n o f t h e Leuven h e r e t i c s . The 

books ment ioned in t h e i r t r i a l s cove r t h e who le s p e c t r u m o f r e l i g i o u s 

t e a c h i n g : they i n c l u d e d works w r i t t e n by L u t h e r and o t h e r conv inced 

German P r o t e s t a n t s such as Urbanus R e g i u s , O t t o B r u n f e l s and Caspar 

H u b e r i n u s ; i nd igenous e v a n g e l i c a l w r i t i n g s o f W i l l e m Gnapheus and t h e 

m y s t e r i o u s N i c l a e s P e e t e r s ; a number o f books by Erasmus as w e l l as a 

p l a y by the r e l i g i o u s l y a m b i v a l e n t rede r i j k e r s , a l o n g w i t h some 
20 

e n t i r e l y i nnocen t works o f C a t h o l i c d e v o t i o n . Such a range o f 

r e l i g i o u s l i t e r a t u r e is n o t uncommon i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , One m i d -

s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y F r i s i a n p r i e s t possessed works by a u t h o r s as f a r 

a p a r t t h e o l o g i c a l l y as L u t h e r , Erasmus, t he Swiss r e f o r m e r P e l l i c a n u s , 

F r a n c i s c u s T i t t e l m a n s , Henry V I I I and John F i s h e r , B ishop o f R o c h e s t e r , 

These i n c l u d e d L u t h e r ' s De s e r v o a r b i t r i o , E rasmus ' De l i b e r o a r b i t r i o , 
Henry V l l l ' s A s s e r t i o septem sacramentorum and F i s h e r ' s De v e r i t a t e 

c o r p o r i s e t s a n g u i n i s C h r i s t i in e u c h a r i s t i a . I n a d d i t i o n one o f t h e 

canons o f t he Masker conven t had in h i s l i b r a r y w o r k s by C a l v i n , B renz , 
21 

L u t h e r and Menno Simons. 

In t he e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s c o n v e n t i c l e s 

supp lemented r a t h e r than r e p l a c e d the Mass, The unknown a u t h o r o f t h e 

Summa der g o d l i k e r s c r i f t u r e n , w r i t i n g c . 1 5 2 3 , t y p i f i e d t h i s p o s i t i o n 

when he s a i d t h a t p a r e n t s s h o u l d send t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o Mass and t o hear 
22 

t h e sermon. W r i t i n g in a s i m i l a r v e i n in 1532 R e g n i e r D u f o u r , an 

Augus t i n i a n f r om T o u r n a i , p roposed t h a t the word o f God shou ld r e c e i v e 
23 

as g r e a t a reve rence as the body o f Our Lord. The c a l l f o r a h i g h e r 

v a l u e t o be p l a c e d on t h e sermon was not an i n n o v a t i o n o f L u t h e r ; t h i s 

demand was v o i c e d on o c c a s i o n in the f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y . Late med ieva l 

p r e a c h e r s such as t h e A l s a t i a n Johann G e i l e r von K a i s e r s b e r g who t a u g h t 

t h a t t he B i b l e ranked e q u a l l y w i t h the Sacrament o f t h e A l t a r as a means 

o f g race championed t h i s c a u s e . In t he e a r l y s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h i s 

s e n t i m e n t r e c e i v e d a new impulse f r om the w r i t i n g s o f Erasmus who had a 

20 See p , 3 5 . 

21 J . J . W o l t j e r , o p . c i t . p . 1 0 3 . 

22 Hat ouds te n e d e r l a n d s c h e verboden boek, 1523. Qgconomica 
C h r i s t i a n a . Summader g o d l i k g r s c r i f t u r e n e d . J . J . van Toorenenbergen 
(Leiden, 1882), p.172. 

23 G. Moreau, o p . c i t . p . 7 6 . My i t a l i c s . 
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h i g h r e g a r d f o r t h e P a u l i n e e p i s t l e s but had c o n s p i c u o u s l y l i t t l e t o 

say a b o u t t he Sacrament o f t h e A l t a r , W i t h the c o m i n g o f Lu the r t h i s 

emphas is on t he sermon and t h e word o f God was g i v e n a f r e s h impe tus , 

bu t f o r many t h i s was no t t o t h e e x c l u s i o n o f o t h e r fo rms o f d e v o t i o n . 

T o t a l s c h i s m was a v e r y r a d i c a l s t e p w h i c h c o m p a r a t i v e l y few 

Du tch e v a n g e l i c a l s were p r e p a r e d t o t a k e a t t h i s t i m e . T h e i r p o s i t i o n 

m i g h t be compared w i t h t h e I t a l i a n s p i r i t u a l i s u c h as Gasparo C o n t a r i n i 

and R e g i n a l d Po le who, d e s p i t e h o l d i n g v i ews on j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h 

c l o s e l y a k i n t o L u t h e r , s t i l l r e f u s e d t o employ s u c h b e l i e f s as an 

i n s t r u m e n t o f s c h i s m , I t i s i m p o r t a n t t h a t we d o no t p l a c e t h e 

p o s t - T r i d e n t i n e l a b e l s o f ' P r o t e s t a n t ' and ' C a t h o l i c ' on p r e - T r e n t 

p e r s o n a l i t i e s and s i t u a t i o n s . L i k e C o n t a r i n i , P o l e , Juan de Va ldes and 

P e t e r M a r t y r V e r m i g l i ( b e f o r e h i s b reak w i t h Rome) , many Dutch 

e v a n g e l i c a l s c o u l d p r o b a b l y most a c c u r a t e l y be t e r m e d ' e v a n g e l i c a l 

C a t h o l i c s ' , 

A l o n g s i d e t h e s e i n c h o a t e e v a n g e l i c a l g r o u p s , h o w e v e r , t h e r e 

e x i s t e d a more c o h e s i v e and d e l i b e r a t e l y s c h i s m a t i c movement. Whereas 

i t was p e r f e c t l y p o s s i b l e w i t h i n e v a n g e l i c a l c i r c l e s t o go t o c o n v e n t i c l e 

and t o c o n t i n u e t o go t o Mass, w i t h i n the s e l f c o n s c i o u s A n a b a p t i s t 

communi ty t h i s was o u t o f t h e q u e s t i o n , Menno S i m o n s , t h e l e a d i n g 

f i g u r e o f Du tch A n a b a p t i s m in t h e 1540s and '50s made t h i s a b u n d a n t l y 

c l e a r in a l e t t e r t o a g r o u p o f A n a b a p t i s t s a t A m s t e r d a m c l S ^ S . I t is 

a p p a r e n t f r o m th i s l e t t e r t h a t some A n a b a p t i s t s , p o s s i b l y i n f l u e n c e d by 

t h e s p i r i t u a l i s t t e a c h i n g o f Dav id J o r i s , were c o n c e a l i n g t h e i r f a i t h 

t o a v o i d p e r s e c u t i o n by a t t e n d i n g Mass and h a v i n g t h e i r c h i l d r e n 

b a p t i z e d . In response t o t h i s , Menno urged c o m p l e t e s e p a r a t i o n : 

' T h e r e f o r e y e t t h a t f e a r God, q u i t B a b y l o n and 
go t o J e r u s a l e m , and do no t a l l o w y o u r s e l v e s 
t o be caugh t by such f r i v o l o u s and i r r e s p o n s i b l e 
words a s , " I t i s a m a t t e r o f l i b e r t y " . The 
d r u n k a r d i s a t l i b e r t y t o d r i n k a l o t o f w i n e 
and b e e r , t h e gamb le r t o gamb le , and t h e f o r n i c a t o r 
t o f o r n i c a t e - bu t w i t h a l l t h a t t h e y do no t have 
l i b e r t y t o do i t . So a l s o we a r e a t l i b e r t y t o 

24 D, Fen 1 on , Heresy and o b e d i e n c e in t r i d e n t i n e I t a l y . C a r d i n a l Po le 
idge, 1972), pp.17, 35 and 97. 
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hear t he p r e a c h i n g and t o a l l o w i n f a n t s t o 
be b a p t i z e d - y e t t h a t does no t make i t 
permissible . ' 25 

Anabap t i sm was, t o a l l i n t e n t s and p u r p o s e s , a c o u n t e r church, 

w i t h the a c t o f r e b a p t i s m s e v e r i n g t i e s w i t h t h e o l d chu rch and 

i n i t i a t i n g the b e l i e v e r i n t o t he new. As w i t h t h e e v a n g e l i c a l 

c o n v e n t i c l e s , t he A n a b a p t i s t s met t o g e t h e r t o r e a d and d i s c u s s t h e 

Gospe l . Ye t t h e r e e x i s t e d a f a r g r e a t e r degree o f s e p a r a t i s t 

o r g a n i z a t i o n amongst A n a b a p t i s t groups in t h a t t h e y a p p o i n t e d t h e i r own 

chu rch o f f i c e r s in the f o rm o f e l d e r s and deacons . Moreover , i n i t i a t e s 

t o the A n a b a p t i s t communi ty a t Amsterdam who were c o n s i d e r e d weak in 

t h e f a i t h were r e q u i r e d t o p romise a t t h e i r b a p t i s m never a g a i n t o go 

i n t o t h e Roman c h u r c h . T h i s d e l i b e r a t e r e p u d i a t i o n o f t he Mother 

chu rch was e n t i r e l y f o r e i g n t o o t h e r e v a n g e l i c a l g r o u p s in the 

N e t h e r l a n d s in the f i r s t t w e n t y y e a r s o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n . 

I n i t i a l l y , f o r e i g n r e f o r m e r s advised Dutch e v a n g e l i c a l s a g a i n s t 

s e p a r a t i o n f rom t h e Roman c h u r c h . In the e a r l y 1540s , f o r examp le , 

t he a d v i c e o f t he S t r a s b o u r g r e f o r m e r Wo l fgang C a p i t o t h a t e v a n g e l i c a l s 

s h o u l d not q u i t t h e Roman c h u r c h d e s p i t e a l l her i m p e r f e c t i o n s c i r c u l a t e d 
27 

in t h e n o r t h e r n N e t h e r l a n d s , Be fo re t h i s , L u t h e r is a l l e g e d t o have 

been opposed t o any fo rm o f s e p a r a t e o r g a n i z a t i o n , l e t a l o n e t o t a l 

s c h i s m , a d v i s i n g the e v a n g e l i c a l s o f An twerp in 1531 no t t o meet in 
28 

c o n v e n t i c l e s . I t was n o t u n t i l 1543-44 t h a t e v a n g e l i c a l s l i v i n g in 

t he N e t h e r l a n d s were c o u n s e l l e d t o abandon t h e Roman c h u r c h . When two 

hundred c o p i e s o f C a l v i n ' s P e t i t t r a i c t e , m o n s t r a n t que c ' e s t que d o i t 

fa i r e un homme f i d e l e c o n q n o i s s a n t la v e r i t e de I ' e v a n g i l e : quand i 1 
29 

e s t e n t r e les p a p i s t e s (1543) were d i s s e m i n a t e d i n and around T o u r n a i 

25 The comple te w r i t i n g s o f Menno Simons c l 4 9 6 - 1 5 6 l , t r a n s . L. V e r d u i n , 
e d . J .C , Wenger ( S c o t t d a l e , 1956) , p . 1 0 2 6 , 

26 C .A . C o r n e 1 i u s , G e s c h i c h t e des M u n s t e r i s c h e n A u f r u h r s ( L e i p z i g , 1855-
1860) , I I , p p . 3 8 5 - 3 8 6 , 388 , G. G r o s h e i d e , 'Verhooren en v o n n i s s e n der 
w e d e r d o p e r s , b e t r o k k e n b i j de aans lagen op Amsterdam in 1534 en 1535 ' , 
B i j d r a g e n en mededee1ingen van he t h i s t o r i s c h g e n o o t s c h a p XLI ( 1 9 2 0 ) , 
p p . 4 5 - 5 0 , 

27 P. F r a e n k e l , ' B u c e r ' s memorandum o f 1541 and a " L e t t e r a n i c o d e m i t i c a " 
o f Cap i t o ' s ' , B i b l i o t h e q u e d 'humanisme e t r e n a i s s a n c e XXXV I ( 1 9 7 4 ) , 
pp.575-576. 

28 J.W, Pon t , o p . c i t , p p . 4 2 - 4 3 and 330. 

29 Index a u r e 1 i e n s is 129 .758 . D.A. Er i c h s o n , B i b l i o g r a p h i a C a l v i n i a n a 
(N ieuwkoop, I 9 6 O ) , p . 4 . R e p r i n t e d in l o a n n i s C a l v i n i opera quae 
s u p e r s u n t omn ia , e d . G. Baum, E, C u n i t z and E . Reuss ( B r u n s w i g -
Wer I i n , r8"b3-1900), V I . (Corpus r e f o r m a t o r u m XXX I V ) . c o l . 5 3 7 - 5 8 8 . 
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i n 1543, t h e y i n i t i a l l y caused g r e a t d i smay a m o n g s t t h e t o w n ' s 
30 

e v a n g e l i c a l s . P r e v i o u s l y , s i n c e no one had condemned t h e p r a c t i c e , 

i t had seemed p e r f e c t l y a c c e p t a b l e t o a t t e n d Mass and go t o c o n v e n t i c l e . 

Howeve r , C a l v i n now d e m o l i s h e d such a p o s i t i o n . He a r g u e d on t h e b a s i s 

o f Romans 10: 10 : 

' F o r man b e l i e v e s w i t h h i s h e a r t and so he i s 
j u s t i f i e d , and he c o n f e s s e s w i t h h i s l i p s and 
so i s S a v e d , ' 

t h a t i t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o have an i n n e r f a i t h w i t h o u t an o u t w a r d 

c o n f e s s i o n ; t h e l a c k o f a t r u e c o n f e s s i o n i s e v i d e n c e t h a t f a i t h i s 

d e a d . I t i s , he a s s e r t e d , mere w o r l d l y w i sdom t o s u p p o s e t h a t one can 

go t o Mass and o u t w a r d l y c o n f o r m , w h i l s t i n w a r d l y d e t e s t i n g i t s 

i d o l a t r y . I f t h e Mass d i s h o n o u r s God, how can an e v a n g e l i c a l honou r i t 
3 1 

w i t h h i s p r e s e n c e ? 

V a l e r a n d P o u l l a i n , who had been r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n 

o f t h e t r a c t , w r o t e t o C a l v i n on 9 March 1544 i n f o r m i n g h im o f t h e 

' o b j e c t i o n s t o h i s h a r s h n e s s ' amongs t t h e e v a n g e l i c a l c o m m u n i t y , and 
32 

t h e d e s i r e f o r a n o t h e r t r a c t t o s e t t h e i r m inds a t r e s t . U n c o m p r o m i s i n g . 

C a l v i n r e p l i e d w i t h an even s t e r n e r t r a c t e n t i t l e d Excuse a m e s s i e u r s 

l e s n i c o d e m i t e s s u r l a c o m p l a i n t e q u ' i l s f o n t de s a t r o p g r a n d e r i g e u r 

33 

( 1 5 4 4 ) . I n t h e Excuse C a l v i n was a t p a i n s t o s t r e s s t h a t i t was n o t 

he who made such s t r i n g e n t demands bu t God, In a d d i t i o n , he used t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o i n d i c a t e h i s d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h t h e t e r m ' N i c o d e m i t e ' 

t o d e s c r i b e c o n t e m p o r a r y s i m u l a t i o n , p o i n t i n g o u t t h a t a l t h o u g h 

Nicodemus was i n i t i a l l y a s e c r e t d i s c i p l e who o n l y came t o Jesus by n i g h t , 

u l t i m a t e l y he gave open a l l e g i a n c e t o C h r i s t , 

30 G. Moreau , o p . c i t , p . 9 0 , 

31 l o a n n i s C a l v i n i o p e r a quae s u p e r s u n t o m n i a , e d . G, Baum, E. C u n i t z , 
E . Reuss V I , c o l . 5 4 4 - 5 4 5 . 

32 E .G . L e o n a r d , A h i s t o r y o f p r o t e s t a n t i s m ( L o n d o n - E d i n b u r g h , 1 9 6 5 ) , 
U , p.81. 

33 i n d e x a u r e 1 i e n s i s 1 2 9 , 7 6 5 , D , A . E r i c k s o n , o p . c i t . p . 4 . R e p r i n t e d i n 
l o a n n i s C a l v i n i o p e r a quae s u p e r s u n t o m n i a , e d . G, B a u k , E. C u n i t z 

a n d E. Reuss V I , c o l . 5 8 9 - 6 1 4 . 

3 4 J , C a l v i n , T h r e e f r e n c h t r e a t i s e s , e d . F .M , H igman ( L o n d o n , 1 9 7 0 ) , 
pp.25-26. 
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I n i t i a l l y u n p o p u l a r C a l v i n ' s s t a n c e may have been , but i t soon 

r e c e i v e d a good d e a l o f s u p p o r t f r o m Du tch e v a n g e l i c a l s o f a Re fo rmed 

i n c l i n a t i o n . By 1550 a f u l l y - f l e d g e d Refo rmed P r o t e s t a n t c h u r c h had 

been s e t up i n London w i t h Ma r ten M i c r o n as i t s p a s t o r and Johannes a 
35 

Lasco as i t s s u p e r i n t e n d e n t . W i t h t h e a s c e n d a n c y o f Mary T u d o r t o 

t h e E n g l i s h t h r o n e , t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f C a t h o l i c i s m , and t h e s u b s e q u e n t 

f l i g h t o f t h e m a j o r i t y o f D u t c h P r o t e s t a n t s , e x i l e c o m m u n i t i e s had a l s o 

been e s t a b l i s h e d a t F r a n k f u r t and Emden by t h e m i d 1550s. The 

i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e s e s t r a n g e r c h u r c h e s s h o u l d n o t be u n d e r - e s t i m a t e d , 

i n t h e f i r s t p l a c e , t h e y p r o v i d e d a c h o i c e f o r n o n - A n a b a p t i s t D u t c h 

e v a n g e l i c a l s in t h e sense t h a t such p e o p l e no l o n g e r had t o r ema in 

c r y p t o - P r o t e s t a n t s w i t h i n t h e Roman c h u r c h . T h e r e was now a v i a b l e 

a l t e r n a t i v e . Second, such c h u r c h e s p r o v i d e d m o d e l s and examp les f o r t h e 

e s t a b l i s h i n g o f Re fo rmed P r o t e s t a n t c h u r c h e s w i t h i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s i n 

t e r m s o f s t r u c t u r e and o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

The impac t o f C a l v i n ' s a d v i c e can a l s o be s e e n i n t h e c h a n g i n g 

p a t t e r n o f e v a n g e l i c a l l i t e r a t u r e in t h i s p e r i o d . N o n - c o n f e s s i o n a l 

l o o s e l y e v a n g e l i c a l p a m p h l e t s were l a r g e l y r e p l a c e d by c a t e c h i s m s , 

p s a l m b o o k s , c h u r c h o r d e r s and t h e l i k e , w h i c h w e r e s p e c i f i c a l l y d e s i g n e d 

f o r use w i t h i n t h e Re fo rmed c o m m u n i t y . M o r e o v e r , a number o f 

s p e c i f i c a l l y a n t i - N i c o d e m i t e p a m p h l e t s a p p e a r e d w i t h i n t h e c i r c l e s o f 

t h e s t r a n g e r c h u r c h e s a t t h i s t i m e . For e x a m p l e , t h e P e t i t t r a i c t e 

and t h e Excuse were t h e f i r s t o f C a l v i n ' s t r a c t s t o be t r a n s l a t e d i n t o 

D u t c h , b o t h b e i n g p u b l i s h e d a t Emden in 1554 under t h e t i t l e s Van d a t 

schuwen d e r a f g o d e r i e v a l s c h e n g o d s d i e n s t , ende q h e v e y n s t h e y t and 

Excuse t o t mi in hee ren d i e n i c o d e m i t e n I n a d d i t i o n , in 1550 Jan 

U tenhove t r a n s l a t e d a L a t i n i o f Johannes a Lasco i n t o F r e n c h under t h e 

t i t l e A d v i s de l ean a L a s c o , ba ron de P o l o i q n e , s u p e r i n t e n d e n t des 

e q l i s e s e s t r a n g e r s q u i s o n t a L o n d r e s , a s s a v o i r s i 1 ' e s t l i c i t e a 
37 

1'homme c h r e t i e n , aucunement a s s i s t e r aux s e r v i c e s p a p i s t i q u e s . 

F i n a l l y , i n 1561 t h e r e a p p e a r e d Van de w e e r d i c h e y d t , n u t h e y d t ende 

35 F o r a d e t a i l e d s t u d y o f t h e London r e f u g e e c h u r c h see A . P e t t e g r e e , 
'The s t r a n g e r s and t h e i r c h u r c h e s i n London, 1 5 5 0 - 1 5 8 0 ' , ( O x f o r d 
D. P h i l . , 1983). 

36 Amsterdam VU XC 05517 and XC 05516, 

37 F , P i j p e r , Jan U t e n h o v e . Z i j n l e v e n en z i j n w e r k e n ( L e i d e n , 1 8 8 3 ) , 
p p . 8 7 - 8 8 , R e p r i n t e d in E . D r o z , Chemins de 1 ' h e r e s i e (Geneva , 1970-
7 6 ) , I , pp.234-247. 
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n o o d i c h e y t de r c h r i s t e 1 i c k e r v e r q a d e r i n q h e n , w r i t t e n by Mar ten 

M i c r o n and t r a n s l a t e d and e d i t e d by N i c o l a a s C a r i n a e u s . The a im o f 

t h i s pamph le t was f o u r f o l d : i t sough t f i r s t t o d e m o n s t r a t e the need 

f o r a v i s i b l e C h u r c h ; second t o i n d i c a t e t h e s i g n s o f t h e t r u e and t h e 

f a l s e Chu rch ; t h i r d , t o p rove t h a t d e v i a t i o n f r o m t he Roman c h u r c h was 

c o r r e c t ; and f o u r t h , t o show t h e n e c e s s i t y o f j o i n i n g a C h r i s t i a n 
39 

c o n g r e g a t i o n a f t e r l e a v i n g Rome, 

M i c r o n ' s ma jo r a t t a c k on Nicodemism in t h i s p a m p h l e t came in the 

t h i r d c h a p t e r d e a l i n g w i t h t h e q u i t t i n g o f t h e Roman c h u r c h . He was 

q u i c k t o emphas ize t h a t i t was no t rashness o r g o d l e s s n e s s t h a t p rompts 

such s c h i s m ; q u i t e t h e r e v e r s e . The Roman c h u r c h i s so f u l l o f 

i d o l a t r y and e r r o r t h a t i t i s f o r t he honour o f God as w e l l as t h e 

s a l v a t i o n o f o n e ' s own s o u l t h a t she must be a b a n d o n e d . S h e is so 

c o r r u p t . M i c ron a r g u e d , t h a t a C h r i s t i a n c a n n o t r e m a i n w i t h i n her 

w i t h o u t b e i n g t a i n t e d : 

'Maer wat g a e t d i t der Roomscher K e r c k e n aen 
in de w e l c k e a l l e s t u c k e n des K e r c k e n d i e n s t s 
met so v e e l s u p e r s t i c i e n ende A f g o d i s c h e 
d w a l i n g e n besmet ende v e r u a l s c h t b l i j v e n da t 
een C h r i s t e n gheen van de s e l u e g h e b r u y c k e n 
en kan sonder hem daer i n t e b e s m e t t e n , Ende 
g h e l i j c k n i e m a n t eenen v e r r o t e n a p p e l 
g h e s o n d e 1 i c k e n e t e n en kan t e n zy d a t de 
v e r r o t h e y t w tghesneden w o r d e ; A l s o en kan 
oock n i e m a n t de P a p i s t i s c h e Ceremon ien s o n d e r 
g r o o t e b e s m e t t i n g e z i j n d e r c o n s c i e n c i e n 
gheb ruycken t e n zy d a t s e e e r s t na den r e g h e l 
des G o d l i c k e n w i l l e s g h e b e t e r t ende g h e r e f o r m e e r t 
w o r d e n , ' 41 

38 M a c h i e l s M4g6. F o l i o s A i r - M v r were w r i t t e n by M i c r o n and t r a n s l a t e d 
by G a r i n a e u s . The r e s t o f t h e t r a c t was p r o b a b l y w r i t t e n by 
C a r i n a e u s . On f o l i o Mvv t he t e x t reads 'So v e r r e h e e f i e t s a l i g h e r 
g h e d a c h t e n Mart inus M i k r o n i u s g h e m a e c k t ' . S i n c e C a r i n a e u s was t h e 
t r a n s l a t o r , i t seems l i k e l y t h a t he f i n i s h e d t h e t e x t . 

39 M, M i c r o n , Van de w e e r d i c h e y d t , n u t h e y d t ende n o o d i c h e y t de r 
c h r i s t e l i c k e r v e r q a d e r i n q h e n , A i i v . 

40 i b i d . F v r - v . 

41 I b i d , G v i v . ' B u t o f what conce rn i s t h i s t o t h e Roman c h u r c h , a l l t h e 
p a r t s o f whose s e r v i c e s rema in t a i n t e d and debased w i t h so many 
s u p e r s t i t i o u s and i d o l a t r o u s e r r o r s , t h a t a C h r i s t i a n canno t use them 
w i t h o u t h i m s e l f b e i n g t a i n t e d . J u s t as no one can s a f e l y e a t a 
r o t t e n a p p l e w i t h o u t t h e r o t t e n p a r t b e i n g c u t o u t , so no one can 
use p a p i s t c e r e m o n i e s w i t h o u t g r a v e l y i n f e c t i n g h i s c o n s c i e n c e u n t i l 
t h e y have f i r s t been improved and r e f o r m e d in a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e 
r u l e o f God 's w i l l . ' 
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To c o u n t e r t hose who t a u g h t t h a t i t i s no t t h e e x t e r n a l Church but 

i n n e r r e l i g i o n t h a t is i m p o r t a n t , M ic ron p o i n t e d t o C h r i s t ' s t e a c h i n g 

t h a t a good t r e e must b r i n g f o r t h good f r u i t and t o P a u l ' s l i s t i n g o f 

i d o l a t r y as one o f t he works o f the f l e s h as p r o o f o f the e r r o r o f such 

a v i e w . Our body, he reminded h i s r e a d e r s , is t h e temp le o f the Ho ly 
k2 

S p i r i t , How then can we t a i n t i t w i t h s u p e r s t i t i o u s i d o l a t r y ? 

Who were these s e c r e t d i s c i p l e s or ' N i c o d e m i t e s ' t h a t C a l v i n , 

M ic ron and o t h e r s were a t t a c k i n g ? The t r a d i t i o n a l v i e w has been t h a t 

t hey were French e v a n g e l i c a l s who t h r o u g h f e a r o r h a l f h e a r t e d 

e v a n g e l i s m were r e l u c t a n t t o break w i t h t h e Roman c h u r c h . Those s c h o l a r s 

who have f o l l o w e d t h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n have seen t h e Meaux c i r c l e as 

e s s e n t i a l l y N i codem i te and have v iewed Nicodemism as be ing in t he s p i r i t 
43 

o f o r i g i n a l French P r o t e s t a n t i s m , T h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n was c a l l e d i n t o 

q u e s t i o n in 1970 w i t h t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f G i n z b u r g ' s 11 n icodemismo: 

s i m u l a z i o n e e d i s s i m u i a z i o n e r e l i g i o s a n e l l ' Europa d e l ' 500 . A c c o r d i n g 

t o G i n z b u r g , t he p h i l o s o p h y o f Nicodemism p receded i t s p r a c t i c e . T h a t 

is t o s a y , r a t h e r than be ing a response t o p e r s e c u t i o n , Nicodemism was 

a c o n s c i o u s adherence t o a s e t o f s p i r i t u a l i z i n g p r i n c i p l e s . A c c o r d i n g 

t o G i n z b u r g , t he founde r o f Nicodemism was O t t o B r u n f e l s who w r o t e h i s 

a p o l o g y f o r Nicodemism, t h e Pandectae v e t e r i s e t n o v i s t e s t a m e n t i in 
1527 as a r a d i c a l response t o t he f a i l u r e o f the P e a s a n t s ' R e v o l t in 

if If. 

1525. R e c e n t l y , G i n z b u r g ' s t h e s i s has been h e a v i l y c r i t i c i z e d by 

C.M.N. E i r e . In p a r t i c u l a r , E i r e has c o n v i n c i n g l y a r g u e d t h a t , f a r f rom 

b e i n g an apo logy f o r Nicodemism, t h e Pandectae v e t e r i s e t n o v i s 

t e s t a m e n t i was r a t h e r an e n c y c l o p e d i c c o l l e c t i o n o f b i b l i c a l passages 

w h i c h c o n t a i n e d S c r i p t u r a l a rguments bo th f o r and a g a i n s t s i m u l a t i o n . 

For E i r e , t he c o r r e l a t i o n between p e r i o d s o f p e r s e c u t i o n and N i c o d e m i t e 

a c t i v i t y sugges ts t h a t t h e o r i e s o f s i m u l a t i o n were a p o s t e r i o r i 

r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s o f N i c o d e m i t e behav iou r d u r i n g p e r s e c u t i o n , r a t h e r than 
i+5 

any p r e - c o n c e i v e d t h e o l o g i c a l s t a n d p o i n t . 

42 I b i d . H i i r - H i i i v . 

43 See, f o r examp le , P.M. H igman 's i n t r o d u c t ion t o t he Excuse a mess i e u r s 
les n i c o d e m i t e s in J , C a l v i n , Three f r e n c h t r e a t i s e s , e d . P.M. Higman. 

44 C. G i n z b u r g , I I n i codemismo: s i m u l a z i o n e e d i s s i m u i a z i o n e r e l i q i o s a 
n e l l ' Europa d e l ' 5 0 0 ( T o r f n o l 1970) , p p , x i v - x v i . 

45 C.M.N. E i r e , ' C a l v i n and n icodemism. A reapp ra i sa 1 ' , S i x t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y Journal X ( S p r i n g , 1979) , p p . 5 6 and 69 . 
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In t he N e t h e r l a n d s t h r e e t y p e s o f N i c o d e m i t e may be d i s t i n g u i s h e d . 

In t h e f i r s t p l a c e , t h e r e were t h o s e who c o n f o r m e d t o C a l v i n ' s v i e w 

t h a t N i c o d e m i t e s were e v a n g e l i c a l s who were a f r a i d t o commit t h e m s e l v e s 

o p e n l y t o t h e Reformed cause . Such was t h e case a t An twerp in t h e 

1550s where a d i s t i n c t i o n a r o s e between t h o s e b i n n e n and b u i t e n t h e 

qemeente , t h a t i s , between t h e f u l l y f l e d g e d members o f t he Reformed 

c o n g r e g a t i o n and t h o s e who remained on t h e f r i n g e s , r e l u c t a n t t o commit 

t h e m s e l v e s . T h i s d i s t i n c t i o n was t he r e s u l t o f t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e 

m i n i s t e r o f t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n A d r i a e n van Haemstede who, d e s p i t e t h e 

p r o t e s t a t i o n s o f h i s f l o c k , was w i l l i n g t o h o l d p r i v a t e mee t i ngs in t he 

houses o f t h e r i c h b u r g h e r s o f t h e town who were a f r a i d t o come t o 

Reformed s e r v i c e s , 

T h i s a c c u s a t i o n o f d i s s i m u l a t i o n o u t o f f e a r was t h e o r i g i n a l usage 

o f t h e t e r m N i c o d e m i t e i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , As e a r l y as 1522 F r e d e r i k 

Hondebeke, an e v a n g e l i c a l r e c t o r o f t h e L a t i n s c h o o l in D e l f t , e x p r e s s e d 

h i s hope in a l e t t e r t o Caspar Med io t h a t Erasmus w o u l d be l e s s o f a 

Nicodemus and more s t e a d f a s t in h i s p r o c l a m a t i o n o f the g l o r y o f 

C h r i s t , In t h e case o f Erasmus t h e cha rge was u n j u s t i f i e d , but i t 

s e r v e s t o d e m o n s t r a t e t h a t t h e a c c u s a t i o n o f d i s s i m u l a t i o n ou t o f f e a r 

a n t e d a t e s t h e supposed s p i r i t u a l i z i n g s i m u l a t i o n o f O t t o B r u n f e l s and 

t h u s c a s t s doub t on G i n z b u r g ' s t h e s i s . 

The second t y p e o f N i c o d e m i t e in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s were t h o s e who 

rema ined in t h e Roman c h u r c h n o t as a r e s u l t o f f e a r , bu t because t h e y 

s i n c e r e l y b e l i e v e d t h a t , d e s p i t e a l l her i m p e r f e c t i o n s , she was t h e t r u e 

Chu rch . T h i s was t h e v i e w o f S t e f a a n Mye lbeke , a s c h o o l m a s t e r - p r i e s t 

f r o m Ghent and a u t h o r o f t h e C u r t o n d e r w i j s h u u t e r h e y l i g h e r s c h r i f t u r e 

( 1 5 5 5 ) . ^ ^ A s i m i l a r v i e w was h e l d by one Jan Dae lman , an e v a n g e l i c a l 

from B e r c h e m - b i j - O u d e n a a r d e who in 1557 h e l d a d e b a t e w i t h t he Reformed 

m a r t y r o l o g i s t A d r i a e n van Haemstede w h i c h c o n c e n t r a t e d on t h e n a t u r e o f 

46 H.Q, Janssen and J . J . van T o o r e n e n b e r g e n , ' B r i e v e n u i t o n d e r s c h e i d e n e 
k e r k e l i j k e a r c h i e v e n ' , Werken der M a r n i x - v e r e e n i q i n g S e r i e I I I -
Deel I I ( l e S t u k ) , ( U t r e c h t , 1877 ) , p p . 5 0 - 8 5 , 

47 D.P . O o s t e r b a a n , ' S c h o o l en k e r k in he t m i d d e l e e u w s e D e l f t ' , Sp iege1 
d e r h i s t o r i c I ( 1 9 6 6 ) , p . 113. 

48 J. Decavele, o p . c i t , I , p.98. 
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t h e C h u r c h , D u r i n g t h i s d e b a t e , Daelman s t e a d f a s t l y adhered t o f o u r 

b e l i e f s ; t h a t t he j u s t i f i e d man i s n o t s u b j e c t t o t h e law; t h a t t he 

Roman c h u r c h i s t h e Church o f C h r i s t ; t h a t no one may leave the Roman 

c h u r c h ; and a C h r i s t i a n may use a l l Roman s u p e r s t i t i o n s w i t h o u t s i n . ^ ^ 

For P e t r u s Da thenus , p r e a c h e r o f t h e Du tch s t r a n g e r c h u r c h a t F r a n k f o r t 

and e d i t o r o f t h e d e b a t e , Dae lman 's v iews were w h o l l y u n a c c e p t a b l e . 

The a b a n d o n i n g o f Baby lon in o n e ' s h e a r t was i n s u f f i c i e n t ; a p h y s i c a l 

e s t r a n g e m e n t was a l s o n e c e s s a r y : 

' I s n i e t ghenoech datmen met d a t h e r t e aen he t 
quade n i e t hang t? Och neen . Maer he t i s 
n o o d i c h d a t d i e d o o r t g h e l o o v e Gods v o l e 
geworden ende mefctet h e r t e van Baby lon 
gescheyden z i j n d a t sy met den l i c h a e m o o c k 
wt scheyden so sy Godts ghebodt n iet en w i l l en 
versmaden ende v e r a c h t e n . ' 51 

Whoever seeks t o s i m u l a t e , Dathenus m a i n t a i n e d , c a n n o t be a s e r v a n t o f 

C h r i s t , f o r s i m u l a t i o n r e s u l t s in i d o l a t r y . M o r e o v e r , s i m u l a t o r s a r e 

worse t h a n hea thens f o r hea then i d o l a t r y i s a t l e a s t p e r f o r m e d i n 
52 

i g n o r a n c e whereas t h e i d o l a t r y o f s i m u l a t o r s t a k e s p l a c e in k n o w l e d g e . 

The t h i r d t y p e o f N i c o d e m i t e t o be f o u n d in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s were 

t h e s p i r i t u a l i s t s . Examples o f s p i r i t u a l i z i n g N i c o d e m i t e s may be seen 

bo th o u t s i d e and w i t h i n t h e Roman c h u r c h , Dav id J o r i s ( c l 5 0 2 - 1 5 5 6 ) , 

f o r e x a m p l e , q u i t t he Roman c h u r c h in t h e e a r l y 1530s t o t h r o w in h i s 

l o t w i t h t h e A n a b a p t i s t s , By t h e 1540s, howeve r , J o r i s a d v o c a t e d a 

m y s t i c a l l y i n c l i n e d f a i t h in w h i c h t h e obse rvance o f o u t w a r d r e l i g i o u s 

c e r e m o n i e s , e i t h e r Roman C a t h o l i c o r P r o t e s t a n t , was b o t h u n n e c e s s a r y 
53 

and i r r e l e v a n t . On t h e o t h e r hand, D i r k V o l k e r t s z o o n C o o r n h e r t 

49 P. Da thenus , Een c h r i s t e 1 i }cke v e r a n t w o o r d i n q h e op d i e d i s p u t a c i e , 
ghehouden b i n n e n Audenaerde t u s s c h e n M. A d r i a e n H a m s t a d t , ende Jan 
Daelman besch reven met o n w a e r h e y t , ende u u t g h e q h e v e n doo r Jan 
DaeIman ( A n t w e r p , 1 5 8 2 ) . M a c h i e l s D39. BT 5555. 

50 Ib id . A i i i r - v , 

51 I b i d , K v i r , ' I s i t no t enough t h a t men a r e no t a t t a c h e d t o e v i l in 
t h e i r h e a r t s ? By no means. But i t i s a l s o n e c e s s a r y t h a t t h o s e who 
have become God 's p e o p l e t h r o u g h f a i t h and have t a k e n l eave o f 
Baby lon in t h e i r h e a r t s , a l s o s e p a r a t e t h e m s e l v e s b o d i l y f r o m h e r , 
i f t h e y do n o t want t o mock and d e s p i s e God 's commandment , ' 

52 I b i d , M i v - M i i i v , 

53 G.H. W i l l i a m s , The r a d i c a l r e f o r m a t i o n (Ph i l a d e I p h i a , 1 9 6 2 ) , p . 4 8 3 . 
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( 1 5 2 2 - 1 5 9 0 ) , t h o u g h s t r o n g l y i n f l u e n c e d by t h e w o r k s o f t h e S t r a s b o u r g 

s e c t a r i a n s p i r i t u a l i s t S e b a s t i a n F r a n c k , n e v e r l e f t t h e Roman c h u r c h , 

C o o r n h e r t was c o m p l e t e l y i n d i f f e r e n t t o r e l i g i o u s c e r e m o n i e s as can be 
54 

seen f r o m h i s V e r s c h o o n i n g h e van de roomsche a f g o d e r y e (1562) w h i c h 
55 

G.H, W i l l i a m s has seen as a b e l a t e d r e p l y t o C a l v i n ' s P e t i t t r a i c t e . 

The c o r e o f C o o r n h e r t ' s a r g u m e n t was t h a t no c e r e m o n i e s a r e abuses i f 

t h e y a r e p e r f o r m e d w i t h a c l e a r c o n s c i e n c e : 

'Maer o v e r - m e r c k e n d e d a t P a u l u s d i t so c l a e r ende 
o n w e d e r s p r e e c k e 1 i j c k l e e r t d a e r hy s e y t : " A l 
hadden wy ' t g e l o o v e d a t wy met E n g e l S c h e t o n g h e n 
s p r a k e n ende ons goeden den Armen g a v e n ende onse 
1 ichamen l i e t e n b randen i n d i e n wy de 1 i e f d e n i e t 

en hebben so i s h e t a l n i e t " : So ben i c k v e r d e r 
g h e t r e d e n ende b e w i j s i n d i t g h e s c h r i f t d a t t e r 
gheen Ce remon ien noch G o d s d i e n s t op A e r d e n i s 
w i e n s m i s b r u y c k een goede c o n s c i e n t i e o f G o d s a l i g h e 
h e r t e b e s m e t t e n o f t e o n t r e y n i g h e n mach d a e r by 
o o c k van d e r A r g h e r n i s s e ende B e l i j d i n g h e C h r i s t i 
d o o r we 1eke saken so men ighe o n v e r s t a n d i g h e ende 
e e n v u l d i g h e h e r t e b e s t r i c k t b e n a u t e n d e j a m m e r l i j c k 
om den h a l s g e b r a c h t w e r t . ' 56 

C o o r n h e r t ' s s p i r i t u a l i z i n g v i e w s were based on a r a d i c a l d i s t i n c t i o n 

be tween t h e O ld and New T e s t a m e n t s . He a r g u e d t h a t whe reas in t h e o l d 

c o v e n a n t God i n s t i t u t e d a p h y s i c a l k i n g d o m and p r i e s t h o o d , in t h e new 

c o v e n a n t G o d ' s k i n g d o m i s s p i r i t u a l and i n t e r n a l , c i t i n g Jn 4 : 2 2 - 2 4 as 

57 

a p r o o f t e x t . C o o r n h e r t was f u l l y aware t h a t h i s p o s i t i o n was 

a t t a c k e d as N i c o d e m i t e by h i s o p p o n e n t s , b u t h i m s e l f r e j e c t e d t h e l a b e l ; 

54 P r i n t e d i n D . V . C o o r n h e r t , Werken ( A m s t e r d a m , 1 6 3 3 ) , I I I , f o l x v i i i r -
x x i i i i r . 

55 G .H . W i l l i a m s , o p . c i t . p . 7 7 4 . 

56 D . V . C o o r n h e r t , V e r s c h o o n i n g h e , van de roomsche a f g o d e r y e i n W e r k e n , 
111, f o l . x v i i i r . ' B u t t a k i n g n o t e t h a t Pau l t e a c h e s t h i s so c l e a r l y 

a n d p l a i n l y when he s a y s , " I f we have a l l f a i t h so t h a t we s p e a k 
w i t h t h e t o n g u e s o f a n g e l s and b e s t o w a l l o u r goods t o f e e d t h e p o o r 
a n d g i v e o u r b o d i e s t o be b u r n t , bu t have n o t l o v e , i t p r o f i t e t h 
n o t h i n g , " Thus I have gone f u r t h e r and I p r o v e In t h i s t r e a t i s e t h a t 

t h e r e Is no ceremony no r w o r s h i p on e a r t h t h e m i s u s e o f w h i c h can 
c o n t a m i n a t e o r d e f i l e a good c o n s c i e n c e o r a G o d - f e a r i n g h e a r t ; and 
(1 am w r i t i n g a l s o ) a b o u t t h e o f f e n c e and t h e c o n f e s s i o n o f C h r i s t by 

w h i c h so many an unw ise and s i m p l e h e a r t i s e n t r a p p e d , o p p r e s s e d and 
m i s e r a b l y k i l l e d . ' 

57 I b i d , f o l . x v i i i v . 
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' V o o r t so i s v reemt d a t dees Luyden s o o h a r d t 
van ' t i n n e r l i j c k v o o r s c h r e v e n op ' t u y t e r l i j c k 
ghebaer d r i n g h e n soo d a t s e oock d i e i n C h r i s t o 
doo r s i j n w a e r h e y t t e r e c h t g h e v r y t wesende 
d ' u y t e r 1 i j c k e Ceremonien wat vrymoed i g h e r met 
C h r i s t o g h e b r u y c k e n d e . , . s o v e r m e t e l i j c k d e r r e n 
v e r o o r d e e l e n verdoemen ende l a s t e r e n m e t 
v e r s e h e y den schandnamen H y p o c r i j t e n N ! c o d e m i [ t e n 
a fghewekenen God loosen ove r beyden z i j d e n de 
W e r e l t ende Code s t u d e r e n d e t e behagen e t c . 

Aenghemerck t C h r i s t u s den s i j n e n van s i j n s e l f s 
v i e y s c h w i j s e n d e op den ghees t d a e r ' t a l om 
ghedaen i s g h e l e e r t h e e f t da t he t v i e y s c h n i e t - o 
n u t en i s maer d a t den ghees t l e v e n d i g h m a e c k t . ' 

C a l v i n r e p l i e d t o t he V e r s c h o o n i n g h e w i t h a t r a c t e n t i t l e d Response a 

un c e r t a i n h o l a n d o i s l e q u e l sous ombre de f a i r e l e s c h r e s t i e n s t o u t 

s p i r i t u e l s , l e u r permet de p o l l u e r l e u r c o r p s en t o u t e s i d o l a t r i e s 

( 1 5 6 2 ) ^ ^ in w h i c h he r e a f f i r m e d h i s i n s i s t e n c e on t h e need f o r r i g h t 

w o r s h i p and ce remon ies and r e j e c t e d C o o r n h e r t ' s a r g u m e n t s as b lasphemous, 

u n s c r i p t u r a l and i l l o g i c a l . 

T h i s assessment o f t h e n a t u r e o f r e l i g i o u s s i m u l a t i o n i n d i c a t e s 

t h a t N icodemism, i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s a t l e a s t , was a h y b r i d a f f a i r . No 

one t h e o r y , e i t h e r t h a t o f G i n z b u r g o r E i r e , i s c o m p l e t e l y a d e q u a t e in 

a c c o u n t i n g f o r t h e v a r i e t y o f reasons f o r r e l i g i o u s s i m u l a t i o n among 

Dutch e v a n g e l i c a l s . Some rema ined C a t h o l i c s o u t o f f e a r , o t h e r s because 

t h e y b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e Roman c h u r c h , d e s p i t e he r i m p e r f e c t i o n s was t h e 

one t r u e C h u r c h , w h i l s t t o o t h e r s namely t h e c r y p t o - s p i r i t u a l i s t s , 

o u t w a r d r e l i g i o u s o b s e r v a n c e s were c o m p l e t e l y i m m a t e r i a l . T h u s , Du tch 

N i c o d e m i t e s were n o t one u n i f i e d g r o u p w i t h a f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d 

58 I b i d , f o l . x i x r , ' M o r e o v e r i t i s s t r a n g e t h a t t h e s e p e o p l e so s t r o n g l y 
u rge no t t he a f o r e s a i d i nward r e l i g i o n , bu t t h e o u t w a r d g e s t u r e , so 
t h a t t hey b o l d l y t r y t o j u d g e , condemn and defame w i t h s e v e r a l a b u s i v e 
names such as H y p o c r i t s , N!codem i t e s , d e v i a t e d , u n g o d l y , p e o p l e 
w i s h i n g t o p l e a s e b o t h the w o r l d and God e t c . , even t hose who a r e 
l i b e r a t e d in C h r i s t by h i s t r u t h and a r e u s i n g t he o u t w a r d c e r e m o n i e s 
somewhat more f r e e l y w i t h C h r i s t , c o n s i d e r i n g t h a t C h r i s t has t a u g h t 
his own, pointing from his own f lesh to the s p i r i t (which is what i t 
i s a l l a b o u t ) t h a t ' t h e f l e s h p r o f i t e t h n o t h i n g , bu t t h a t i t i s t h e 
s p i r i t that quickens' . ikoLcj, 

f 
59 I ndex a u r e l i e n s i s 130 .020 . D.A. E r i c h s o n , o p . c i t , p . 2 5 . R e p r i n t e d 

in loannis Calvin! opera quae supersunt omnia, ed. G. Baum, 
E. C u n i t z and E. Reuss IX , c o l , 5 8 1 - 6 2 8 , 
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r a t i o n a l e b e h i n d t h e i r r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t i e s , bu t a v a r i e t y o f men f r o m 

d i f f e r e n t b a c k g r o u n d s who had r e a c h e d t h e N i c o d e m i t e p o s i t i o n v i a a 

number o f p a t h w a y s . 

An e x a m i n a t i o n o f e a r l y e v a n g e l i c a l c o n v e n t i c l e s and A n a b a p t i s t 

and Re fo rmed g r o u p s has r e v e a l e d a c l e a r d i s t i n c t i o n between t h e t w o . 

The f o r m e r we re n o n - s c h i s m a t i c , t h e l a t t e r e n t i r e l y r e p u d i a t e d t h e 

Roman c h u r c h and we re v e h e m e n t l y o p p o s e d t o N i c o d e m i s m . To p u t i t 

a n o t h e r w a y , e a r l y e v a n g e l i c a l c o n v e n t i c l e s were d e s i g n e d t o s u p p l e m e n t 

Roman C a t h o l i c s e r v i c e s , A n a b a p t i s t and Reformed m e e t i n g s t o e n t i r e l y 

r e p l a c e them. T h i s i s c o n f i r m e d by what we know t o o k p l a c e a t t h e s e 

v a r i o u s g a t h e r i n g s . The c e n t r a l a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e e a r l y n o n - s c h i s m a t i c 

c o n v e n t i c l e s we re r e a d i n g f r o m t h e B i b l e and e v a n g e l i c a l wo rks o f 

d e v o t i o n c o u p l e d w i t h B i b l i c a l p r e a c h i n g . Such a c t i v i t i e s had 

c h a r a c t e r i z e d a number o f m e d i e v a l h e r e t i c a l g r o u p s such as t h e L o l l a r d s 

i n E n g l a n d , Amongst L o l l a r d g r o u p s i t was common p r a c t i c e t o meet 

t o g e t h e r t o hea r t h e S c r i p t u r e s r e a d a l o u d , p r e s u m a b l y f o r t h e p a r t i c u l a r 

b e n e f i t o f t h e i l l i t e r a t e . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e E n g l i s h m a r t y r o l o g i s t 

John Foxe r e c o r d e d d i s c u s s i o n s in c o n v e n t i c l e s on m a t t e r s o f t h e f a i t h , 

s o m e t i m e s based a r o u n d a d e v o t i o n a l b o o k , ^ ^ A n o t h e r p r a c t i c e t h a t 

seems t o have been p o p u l a r amongs t t h e L o l l a r d s i s t h e l e a r n i n g o f 

S c r i p t u r e by r o t e . A g a i n , i l l i t e r a c y and low e d u c a t i o n a l s t a n d a r d s may 

be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h i s . I t a p p a r e n t l y t o o k one W i l l i a m N o r t o n f i v e 

v i s i t s t o h i s t e a c h e r Agnes A s h f o r d o f Chesham b e f o r e he had l e a r n t t h r e e 

v e r s e s f rom t h e Sermon on t h e Mount o f f by h e a r t 

W h i l s t t h e r e i s no e v i d e n c e o f t h e p r a c t i c e o f l e a r n i n g S c r i p t u r e 

by r o t e w i t h i n t h e Leuven c o n v e n t i c l e l e d by P a u l de R o v e r e , B i b l e 

r e a d i n g c e r t a i n l y p l a y e d an i m p o r t a n t p a r t i n t h e l i f e o f t h e g r o u p . 

Numerous members o f t h e c o n v e n t i c l e a d m i t t e d t o p o s s e s s i o n o f a B i b l e o r 

a New T e s t a m e n t and t e s t i f i e d t o p o r t i o n s o f t h e S c r i p t u r e s b e i n g r e a d 

a l o u d when t h e y we re met t o g e t h e r . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e r e was a h u n g e r 

60 J . F o x e , A c t e s and monuments e d . S . R . C a t t l e y , ( L o n d o n , 1841, 1837-
1 8 3 9 ) , I V , p . 2 2 8 . Heresy t r i a l s i n t h e d i o c e s e o f N o r w i c h 1 4 2 8 - 3 1 , 
e d , N .P , T a n n e r ( L o n d o n , 1 9 7 7 ) , p p . 2 8 - 2 9 . 

61 J . F o x e , A c t e s and monuments e d . S . R , C a t t l e y , I V , p . 2 3 6 . 

62 I b i d . p p . 2 2 4 - 2 2 5 . 

63 Campan, pp.308, 310, 318, 338, 342. 
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f o r t he p reached w o r d . O u t s i d e the s e t t i n g o f t h e c o n v e n t i c l e a 

number o f members went t o l i s t e n t o t h e p r e a c h i n g o f a l o c a l e v a n g e l i c a l l y 
64 

i n c l i n e d F r a n c i s c a n named Mer ten van H e r e n t a l s . W i t h i n the g roup 

g a t h e r i n g s l e a d i n g f i g u r e s such as Paul de Rovere and Joes van Ousbergen 

expounded t he S c r i p t u r e s w h i l s t o t h e r s read a l o u d f r om the sermons o f 

N i c l a e s P e e t e r s , ^ ^ 

The a c t i v i t i e s o f t he Leuven group a r e p a r a l l e l e d a lmos t e x a c t l y 

by t he B r u s s e l s c o n v e n t i c l e o f the 1520s. A g a i n , the B i b l e and t he 

sermon were c e n t r a l . W i t h i n t h i s g r o u p p r e a c h i n g was the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

o f N i c o l a e s van der E l s t who, on o c c a s i o n s , was known t o p reach f o r up 

t o t h r e e hours and t o g i v e two o r t h r e e sermons i n an e v e n i n g . 

A l t h o u g h these sermons do no t s u r v i v e , some o f t h e more c o n t r o v e r s i a l 

p o i n t s w h i c h van de r E l s t made were l a t e r used a g a i n s t him in t he t r i a l 

p r o c e e d i n g s o f 1527. His v iews f o rm an i n t r i g u i n g c o m b i n a t i o n o f 

L u t h e r a n and m e d i e v a l h e r e s i e s . F o l l o w i n g L u t h e r , van der E l s t 

a d v o c a t e d communion in bo th k i n d s , and t a u g h t t h a t i t is no t n e c e s s a r y 

t o c o n f e s s t o a p r i e s t . B u t h i s t e a c h i n g t h a t a p r i e s t i n m o r t a l 

s i n may n o t c o n s e c r a t e t h e b read and w ine seems t o be a r esu rgence o f 

D o n a t i s t h e r e s y , w h i l s t on t h e L o r d ' s Supper he h e l d a s p i r i t u a l i s t i c 

v i e w n o t d i s s i m i l a r t o t h a t o f Wessel G a n s f o r t a n d Thomas a Kemp is , 

Van der E l s t 

'Da t men ' t hey 11ch 
sac ramen te a l l e e n in 
' t g e l o e v e o n t f a n g e n 
soude ende da t eenen 
mensche o n t f a n g e een 
s t u c k b r o e t s ende 
d r i n k e n d e op t e p a s s i e 
ons Heere ende i n den 
ghees t om d ' l l c h a e m 

Wessel G a n s f o r t 

' . . . P a u l , t h e f i r s t h e r m i t , 
d i d e a t o f the f l e s h o f 
the Son o f man even d u r i n g 
t h e t i m e when he d i d no t 
see a s i n g l e human b e i n g , 
no t t o speak o f a p r i e s t , 
c e l e b r a t i n g the s a c r a m e n t . 
But he d i d e a t i t because 
he b e l i e v e d ; and because 

Thomas a Kempis 

' F o r he communicates 
m y s t l e a 1 l y and Is 
I n v i s i b l y f e d , as 
o f t e n as he d e v o u t l y 
c a l l s t o mind t h e 
m y s t e r y o f t he 
i n c a r n a t i o n and p a s s i o n 
o f C h r i s t , and is 
i n f l a m e d w i t h t he l o v e 

64 I b i d , p . 3 9 6 . 

65 Ib id , pp.312, 318, 388, 4o8, 446, -458. 

66 A . R . A . B r u s s e l s , P a p l e r s d ' E t a t e t de 1 ' a u d i e n c e 1 1 7 7 ^ f ° 4 r , 

67 Ib id . f °49 r . 

68 i b i d , f 9 9 r . 
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ons Heeren ' t he b e l i e v e d he f r e q u e n t l y o f h i m . ' 71 

o n t f a n g e n , h e e f t r e m e m b e r e d , . . ' 70 
w a r e c t e l i j c k ' t 
1 i chaem ons heeren 
o n t f a n g e n . ' 69 

However, van der E l s t went f u r t h e r t han Wessel G a n s f o r t or Thomas a 

Kemp is in t h a t he d e n i e d t h e r e a l p resence o f C h r i s t in the 

e u c h a r i s t i c e l e m e n t s . Our L o r d , he a s s e r t e d , i s n o t c o n t a i n e d in one 

p i e c e o f b r e a d , bu t i s s e a t e d a t the r i g h t hand o f t h e F a t h e r u n t i l 

j udgemen t day . 

When we examine what t o o k p l a c e a t Reformed c o n v e n t i c l e s , we 

d i s c o v e r t h a t t hese assumed a much more c h u r c h - l i k e q u a l i t y . In 1556 

C a l v i n t o l d t he W a l l o o n c o n g r e g a t i o n o f A n t w e r p t h a t i t was no t enough 
73 

t o read and t o hear ( t h e W o r d ) , Mar ten M i c r o e n a r g u e d ve ry much t he 

same t h i n g in Van de w e e r d i c h e y d t , n u t h e y d t ende n o o d i c h e y t der 

c h r i s t e T i c k e r v e r g a d e r i n g h e n . P r i v a t e B i b l e s t u d y was i n a d e q u a t e . 

P rope r p r e a c h i n g o f t h e Word was r e q u i r e d : 

'N iemant en s a l hem oock daer mede s o e c k e n 
t e v e r o n t s c h u 1 d i g e n d a t hy de B i j b e l b i n n e n 
synen huyse h e e f t : want i c k neme da tmen 
d i e n s e r v l i j t e l i c k e n o v e r l e e s t , . , n o c h t a n s so 
is den d i e n s t des w o o r d t s na de i n s e t t i n g h e 
C h r i s t i van v e e l meerder k r a c h t e n ende kan 
oock veel b e t e r he t h e r t e t r e f f e n . Want van 
n a t u e r e n z i j n wy a l i e see r b l i n d t ende ons 
s e l u e n wat t e v e e l t o e g h e u e n d e , ' 74 

69 I b i d . f ° 9 9 v . One member o f t h e g r o u p , H e n d r i k Z a s , t e s t i f i e d t h a t van 
der E l s t t a u g h t t h a t t h e r e was no need t o go t o H o l y S a c r a m e n t , bu t 
t h a t i t was enough t o b e l i e v e in o n e ' s h e a r t . f o 4 r . 

70 G.H, W i l l i a m s , o p . c i t , p p , 3 2 - 3 3 . 

71 T . a Kempis , The i m i t a t i o n o f C h r i s t ( O x f o r d , 1866) bk IV , ch X, 
p . 3 0 6 , 

72 A . R . A . B r u s s e l s , P a p i e r s d ' E t a t e t de 1 ' a u d i e n c e 1177^ f ° 9 9 v , Agnus , 
w i f e o f Be rna rd van Or l e y , r e v e a l e d t h a t van d e r E l s t had t a u g h t 
t h a t t h e u n b e l i e v e r , l i k e Judas , r e c e i v e d n o t h i n g b u t a p i e c e o f 
bread, f 9 r . 

73 F . L , R u t g e r s , C a l v i j n s i n v l o e d op de r e f o r m a t i e i n de N e d e r l a n d e n 
(Leiden, 1901), p.223. 

74 M. M i c r o n , o p . c i t . K v i i i r , 'No one s h a l l seek t o e x c u s e h i m s e l f 
because he has a B i b l e in h i s own house , f o r I t a k e i t t h a t men read 
t h e B i b l e t h r o u g h i n d u s t r i o u s l y , , , N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e s e r v i c e o f t h e 
word a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i n s t i t u t i o n o f C h r i s t i s o f much g r e a t e r power 
and can a l s o s t r i k e t h e h e a r t more p o w e r f u l l y . F o r by n a t u r e we a r e 
a l l s t one b l i n d , and g r a n t o u r s e l v e s t o o m u c h , ' 
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In a d d i t i o n , M i c r o e n s t r e s s e d t h a t t h e o t h e r marks o f t h e Church , the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e sac ramen ts and C h r i s t i a n d i s c i p l i n e must be in 
75 

o p e r a t i o n . The emphas is w i t h i n Reformed c o n v e n t i c l e s was no t so much 

on d i s c u s s i o n , bu t upon d e v o t i o n . T ime t o g e t h e r , C a r i n a e u s a s s e r t e d , 

s h o u l d be spen t n o t i n i d l e words and q u a r r e l s , b u t in p r a y e r , g o d l y 

t e a c h i n g , pun i shmen t o f s i n s , w i t h i n s t r u c t i o n , e d i f i c a t i o n , r e f o r m , 

c o m f o r t and p r a y e r t o God w i t h p r a i s e and t h a n k s . 

As long as e v a n g e l i c a l r e l i g i o n rema ined ' u n d e r t h e c r o s s ' 

c o n v e n t i c l e s were u s u a l l y r e s t r i c t e d t o m e e t i n g i n a p e r s o n ' s home o r 

some o t h e r s u i t a b l y p r i v a t e p l a c e . Hence, t h e s i z e o f g roups tended 

t o be q u i t e s m a l l . Among t he l a r g e s t g a t h e r i n g s t o o k p l a c e a t B r u s s e l s 

i n t h e 1520s, In 1527 some s i x t y p e o p l e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t hese 

g a t h e r i n g s were a r r e s t e d on s u s p i c i o n o f L u t h e r a n i s m , i t is u n l i k e l y 

t h a t t h i s e n t i r e number e v e r met t o g e t h e r . Some o f t h e s u s p e c t s were 

s t r o n g l y c o m m i t t e d t o t h e g r o u p whereas o t h e r s a t t e n d e d a g a t h e r i n g 

pe rhaps o n l y once o r t w i c e . Even s o , one e s t i m a t e p l a c e d t h e number o f 
77 

p e o p l e a t t e n d i n g one m e e t i n g as h i g h as f o r t y o r f i f t y . About f o r t y 

f i v e pe rsons were a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t he e v a n g e l i c a l c i r c l e a t Leuven in 
78 

t h e 1540s, But as a t B r u s s e l s , some s u s p e c t s w e r e on t h e f r i n g e s 

a t t e n d i n g o n l y one o r two m e e t i n g s . G a t h e r i n g s a t Leuven p r o b a b l y 

a v e r a g e d numbers o f t w e n t y t o t h i r t y . A t t h e o t h e r end o f the s c a l e , 

some c o n v e n t i c l e s c o u l d be v e r y s m a l l i n d e e d . The l o o s e l y - f o r m e d g roup 

led by P i e t e r F l o r y s s e n a t Gouda, f o r e x a m p l e , c o n s i s t e d o f no more t han 

f o u r o r f i v e p e r s o n s . 

Even w i t h i n C a l v i n i s t c i r c l e s where a c h u r c h m i g h t be o f a 

c o n s i d e r a b l e s i z e , t h e number o f p e o p l e m e e t i n g i n a c o n v e n t i c l e was 

u s u a l l y f a i r l y s m a l l . The D u t c h - s p e a k i n g c h u r c h a t A n t w e r p in t h e 

1550s f o r i n s t a n c e , w h i c h was pe rhaps two hund red s t r o n g , reduced t h e 

s i z e o f i t s g roups t o as few as e i g h t , t e n o r t w e l v e as a r e s u l t o f 

c o m p l a i n t s by some members o f t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n t h a t t h e e x i s t i n g 

75 I b i d . L i i i i v . 

76 i b i d . P i i r - v . T h i s passage comes l a t e in the t e x t and was p r o b a b l y 
w r i t t e n by C a r i n a e u s . 

77 A . R . A . B r u s s e l s , R a p i e r s d ' E t a t e t de 1 ' a u d i e n c e 1 1 7 7 ^ f ° 1 2 r . 

78 Campan, p p . 2 9 6 - 3 0 4 , 
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c o n v e n t i c l e s were t o o l a r g e ^ ^ - i n l a r g e r g a t h e r i n g s t h e r e was l ess 

p e r s o n a l a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h o t h e r members and t h u s f e a r s o f b e t r a y a l 

were g r e a t e r . L i k e w i s e a t T o u r n a i , t h e s e c r e t c o n v e n t i c l e s wh ich were 

a t t e n d e d o n l y by commi t ted members o f the c o n g r e g a t i o n numbered f r om 
80 

s i x t o t e n p e o p l e . 

V a r i o u s s c h o l a r s have pu t f o r w a r d d i f f e r e n t hypotheses t o accoun t 

f o r t h e s o c i a l c o m p o s i t i o n o f P r o t e s t a n t i s m , W r i t i n g a t the t u r n o f 

the c e n t u r y Mauser saw French P r o t e s t a n t i s m l a r g e l y as a p r o t e s t 

a g a i n s t m i s e r y and i n i q u i t y . Hence, i t s appeal was l a r g e l y t o t h e 
81 

p o o r e r n o n - i n t e l l e c t u a l c l a s s e s . S ince t h e n , Nata1 ie-Zemon Dav is 

c i t e d ' c o n f i d e n c e ' and ' p r i d e in s k i l l s ' as t he t w o key a t t r i b u t e s 

o f C a l v i n i s t p r i n t w o r k e r s a t Lyon in t h e 1560s a n d ' 7 0 s , thus 
s u g g e s t i n g t h a t e v a n g e l i c a l r e l i g i o n c o u l d a l s o a p p e a l t o s k i l l e d and 

82 
r e l a t i v e l y a f f l u e n t a r t i s a n s . in a r e c e n t s t u d y o f the s o c i a l 

c o m p o s i t i o n o f t he Reformed community a t Amiens i n t h e second h a l f o f 

t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y D . L . Rosenberg h i g h l i g h t e d t h e weaknesses o f bo th 

these hypotheses in t h e case o f Amiens and o f f e r e d a t h i r d a l t e r n a t i v e . 

The t e x t i l e w o r k e r s who compr i sed n e a r l y h a l f o f t h e t o w n ' s Reformed 

communi ty may have been a t t r a c t e d t o P r o t e s t a n t i s m by the r e f o r m e r s ' 

a t t a c k on the a u t h o r i t y o f t h e Roman c h u r c h . A l o n g s t a n d i n g b a t t l e 

w i t h t he town c o u n c i l , so t h e argument r u n s , may have p r e d i s p o s e d 

t e x t i l e w o r k e r s t o t h e arguments o f t he P r o t e s t a n t s about the s p i r i t u a l 

a u t h o r i t i e s i n t h e Church , 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o t h e o r i z e about t he c o m p o s i t i o n o f e v a n g e l i c a l 

r e l i g i o n in t he N e t h e r l a n d s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , some g e n e r a l p o i n t s can be 

79 H-Q. Janssen and J . J . van Too renenbe rgen , ' B r i e v e n u i t onde rsche idene 
k e r k e l i j k e a r c h i e v e n ' , Werken der M a r n i x - v e r e e n i q i n g s e r i e I I I -
dee 1 I I ( l e s t u k ) , ( U t r e c h t 1877) , p . 7 7 . 

80 P.M. Crew, C a l v i n i s t p r e a c h i n g and i conoc lasm i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s 
1544-1569 (Cambridge, 1978), p.61. 

81 H. Mauser , 'The f r e n c h r e f o r m a t i o n and the f r e n c h peop le in t h e 
s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y ' , Amer ican h i s t o r i c a l r e v i e w IV ( 1 8 9 9 ) , p p . 2 1 7 - 2 2 7 . 

82 N .Z . D a v i s , S o c i e t y and c u l t u r e in e a r l y modern F rance (London, 
1975), pp .6 -7 , 177-178, 

83 D . L . Rosenberg , ' S o c i a l e x p e r i e n c e and r e l i g i o u s c h o i c e : a case 
s t u d y . The p r o t e s t a n t weavers and woolcombers o f Amiens in t h e 
s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y ' , (Ya le Ph.D. 1978) , p p . 3 5 - 3 5 , 189, 195. 
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made. E a r l y c o n v e n t i c l e s were o f t e n led q u i t e i n f o r m a l l y by an 

e v a n g e l i c a l l y - i n c l i n e d C a t h o l i c p r i e s t . Such was t he case a t B r u s s e l s 

in t h e 1520s, a t D i k k e l v e n n e in t h e 1530s and a t Leuven in t h e 1540s. 

T h i s a g a i n emphas izes t h e n o n - s c h i s m a t i c n a t u r e o f such g r o u p s . The 

same canno t be s a i d o f Reformed c o n v e n t i c l e s in w h i c h sch i sm was a 

p r e - r e q u i s I t e o f f u l l membersh ip . In Reformed c h u r c h e s the l e a d e r was 

a p r o p e r l y a p p o i n t e d m i n i s t e r . Fo r C a r i n a e u s t h i s was an i m p o r t a n t 

f a c t o r in t h e l i f e o f c h u r c h e s l i v i n g under t h e c r o s s ; 

' A l s wy den van n o o t s weghen g h e d r o n g h e n worden 
h e y m e l i c k V e r g a d e r i n g h e n t e maken so s u l l e n wy 
inden e e r s t e n besorghen datmen inde s e l u e 
V e r g a d e r i n g e Kerke o f t Gemeynte eenen 
G o d f r u c h t i g h e n g h e t r o u w e n w i j s e n ende 
n e e r s t i g h e n D i e n a e r des w o o r t s hebbe d i e 
C h r i s t u m ende syne Gemeynte van h e r t e n meyne 
d i e den goeden r a e d t ende ve rman inghe s y n e r 
b r o e d e r e n gheerne ghehoorsaem zy d i e v y e r i c h sy 
inden ghebede ende d i e a l i e ande re in h e y l i c h e y t 

ende v r o m i c h e y t des leuens eenen s p i e g h e l z y . ' 84 

As t o t h e s o c i a l c o m p o s i t i o n o f c o n v e n t i c l e s a s a w h o l e , g e n e r a l l y 

s p e a k i n g , t h e e v a n g e l i c a l f a i t h made i t s f i r s t c o n v e r t s amongst t h e more 

w e l l - e d u c a t e d members o f s o c i e t y - p r i e s t s , s c h o o l m a s t e r s and t h e l i k e . 

P r e s u m a b l y , amongst o c c u p a t i o n s w i t h h i g h e r l i t e r a c y r a t e s t h e r e w o u l d 

be a g r e a t e r awareness o f changes in t he i n t e l l e c t u a l and r e l i g i o u s 

c l i m a t e . The c o n v e n t i c l e based a t Leuven in t h e e a r l y 1540s i s t y p i c a l 

o f e v a n g e l i c a l r e l i g i o n in t h e e a r l y p e r i o d in i t s s o c i a l c o m p o s i t i o n . 

The m a j o r i t y o f t h e g roup were merchan ts o r m a n u f a c t u r e r s , but i t a l s o 

i n c l u d e d s i x t e e n s t u d e n t s and r e g u l a r c l e r g y . The o n l y t r u e workman was 

Joes van Ousberghen who was a f u r r i e r , bu t h i s l e s s a f f l u e n t economic 

p o s i t i o n was t h e r e s u l t o f an a f f e c t e d e x i s t e n c e , f o r he had f o r m e r l y 

84 M. M i c r o n , o p . c i t , O v i i i v . 'Because we a r e , o f n e c e s s i t y , c o m p e l l e d 
t o meet t o g e t h e r in c o n v e n t i c l e s so we s h o u l d f i r s t e n s u r e t h a t men 
in t hese g a t h e r i n g s o f t h e Church have a G o d - f e a r i n g , f a i t h f u l , w i s e 
and d i l i g e n t s e r v a n t o f t h e word who is d e v o t e d t o C h r i s t and H is 
c o n g r e g a t i o n , who is o b e y i n g the good c o u n s e l and e x h o r t a t i o n o f h i s 
b r o t h e r s , who i s f e r v e n t i n p r a y e r and who i s t o a l l o t h e r s a m i r r o r 

. by h o i i n e s s and g o d l i n e s s o f I i f e , ' T h i s passage comes l a t e in t he 
j t e x t and was p r o b a b l y t he wo rk o f Car inaeus. 
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o q 

been a lay b r o t h e r a t t h e C a r t h u s i a n monas te ry a t G roenendaa l . 

Hav ing s a i d t h i s , no t a l l e a r l y e v a n g e l i c a l s came f r o m an e d u c a t e d 

b a c k g r o u n d . One c o n v e n t i c l e d i s c o v e r e d a t A n t w e r p in 1524, f o r 

i n s t a n c e , was c o m p r i s e d e n t i r e l y o f a r t i s a n s , t a i l o r s , c u t l e r s , 

c h a n d l e r s , d y e r s , c l o t h s h e a r e r s and many more b e s i d e s . ^ ^ As a 

g e n e r a l r u l e , i t i s a l s o t r u e t h a t e v a n g e l i c a l r e l i g i o n made i t s 

s t r o n g e s t impact in t h e t owns . Even s o , i t c o u l d gam ground in r u r a l 

a r e a s such as D i k k e l v e n n e where l o c a l f a r m e r s met t o d i s c u s s t he 

S c r i p t u r e s . For a t l e a s t one c o n v e n t i c l e , o c c u p a t i o n and s o c i a l 

p o s i t i o n was t he one f a c t o r w h i c h bound t h e g r o u p t o g e t h e r . The 

B r u s s e l s g roup o f t h e 1520s l e d by van der E l s t was compr i sed a l m o s t 

e n t i r e l y o f p a i n t e r s and t a p e s t r y weavers ( t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e i r spouses ) 

emp loyed in t he wo rkshop o f V a l e n t i j n and B e r n a r d van Or l e y . In t h i s 

c a s e , t h e w o r k p l a c e was c r u c i a l in t h e t r a n s m i s s i o n o f t h e new f a i t h . 

The A n a b a p t i s t s were g e n e r a l l y o f a low s o c i a l s t a t u s , men on t h e 

f r i n g e s o f s o c i e t y . As P i r e n n e te rms i t , A n a b a p t i s m was t h e 
88 

P r o t e s t a n t i s m o f t h e p o o r . In Amsterdam, f o r e x a m p l e , some 188 

s u s p e c t e d A n a b a p t i s t s came t o t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e c o u r t s in 1534-35 . 

Of t h e 72 whose o c c u p a t i o n i s known, n e a r l y h a l f l a b o u r e d in t h e 
89 

m e t a l w o r k i n g o r c l o t h i n g t r a d e s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , A n a b a p t i s m c o u l d , 

on o c c a s i o n s , a t t r a c t the s u p p o r t o f t h e e d u c a t e d c l a s s e s , Woute r 

D e e l e n , f o r I n s t a n c e , a Hebrew s c h o l a r who l a t e r became the l i b r a r i a n 

( b i b l i o s c o p u s ) o f Henry V I I I , was among t h o s e who f l e d Amsterdam 

f o l l o w i n g a f r e s h wave o f p e r s e c u t i o n in t h e wake o f t h e a b o r t i v e 

m i l l e n a r i a n u p r i s i n g o f 1535 . ^ ^ 

85 R. van U y t v e n , ' B i j d r a g e t o t de s o c i a l e g e s c h i e d e n i s van de 
p r o t e s t a n t e n t e Leuven in de e e r s t e h e l f t de r XVI® e e u w ' . 
Medede l i nqen van de g e s c h i e d - e n o u d h e i d k u n d i g e k r i n g voo r Leuven en 
omgev ing I I I ( 1 9 6 3 ) , p p . 2 1 - 2 2 . 

86 C2 IV , p p . 2 5 9 - 2 6 1 . 

87 J . D u v e r g e r , ' L u t h e r s e p r e d i c a t i e t e B r u s s e l ' , c o l , 2 2 3 , 

88 H. P i r e n n e , H i s t o i r e de Be Iq ique ( B r u s s e l s , 1 9 0 0 - 1 9 2 9 ) , i l l , p . 1 1 7 . 

89 A . C . Duke, ' B u i l d i n g heaven in h e l l ' s d e s p i t e : t h e e a r l y h i s t o r y o f 
t h e r e f o r m a t i o n in t h e towns o f t h e Low C o u n t r i e s ' , B r i t a i n and t h e 
Ne the r lands (The Hague, 1 9 8 1 ) , V I I , p . 6 2 , 

90 I ,B . H o r s t , The r a d i c a l b r e t h r e n (N ieuwkoop , 1972) , p . 7 5 . 
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W h i l s t t h e Reformed chu rches were not c o m p r i s e d o f t h e 'down-and 

- o u t s ' w h i c h c h a r a c t e r i z e d A n a b a p t i s m , n e i t h e r w e r e t hey made up o f 

men o f p a r t i c u l a r l y h i g h s o c i a l s t a n d i n g . The r o o t o f t h e q u a r r e l t h a t 

b roke o u t in A n t w e r p i n 1555 o v e r van Haemstede 's p r i v a t e s e r v i c e s in 

t h e houses o f t h e w e l l - t o - d o was a s o c i a l c o n f l i c t between r i c h and 

p o o r . The c o m m i t t e d members o f t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n , g e n e r a l l y o f a l ower 

s o c i a l s t a t u s , f e l t s l i g h t e d by such p r i v a t e m e e t i n g s w h i c h sugges ted 

t h a t t h e y c o u l d n o t be t r u s t e d t o r e f r a i n f r o m b e t r a y i n g w e a l t h i e r 
91 

c i t i z e n s t o t h e a u t h o r i t i e s . On t he o t h e r h a n d , g i v e n t h e r i s k s , 

w e a l t h y c i t i z e n s p r o b a b l y f e l t t h a t t hey had t oo much t o lose in t h i s 

w o r l d t o t h r o w in t h e i r l o t c o m p l e t e l y w i t h t h e R e f o r m e d c o n g r e g a t i o n . 

Of c o u r s e , t h e r e were e x c e p t i o n s t o t h i s r u l e . Van Haemstede h i m s e l f 

was o f n o b l e l i n e a g e and t h i s may h e l p t o e x p l a i n h i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s A n t w e r p ' s r i c h who had l e a n i n g s t o w a r d s t h e Reformed 

f a i t h . 

i n t e n s e p e r s e c u t i o n l a s t i n g f o r more t h a n two g e n e r a t i o n s r e s u l t e d 

i n a r e t a r d e d deve lopmen t f o r t h e R e f o r m a t i o n in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s . 

L u t h e r ' s books and d o c t r i n e s c i r c u l a t e d i n towns l i k e A n t w e r p as e a r l y 

as 1520, y e t p e r s e c u t i o n p r e v e n t e d t h e e s t a b l i s h i n g o f L u t h e r a n c h u r c h e s , 

T h i s l e d some h i s t o r i a n s t o t h e m i s t a k e n c o n c l u s i o n t h a t L u t h e r and h i s 
92 

v i ews were no t p o p u l a r i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s . A t e r r i t o r i a l L u t h e r a n 

c h u r c h was, o f c o u r s e , ou t o f t h e q u e s t i o n in a l a n d where t he p r i n c e 

was a f i r m opponen t o f t h e e v a n g e l i c a l f a i t h . P e r s e c u t i o n r e s u l t e d , 

i n s t e a d in an u n d e r g r o u n d e v a n g e l i c a l movement m e e t i n g in c o n v e n t i c l e s . 

Ye t t o b e g i n w i t h t h e s e g roups were no t chu rches i n t h e t r u e sense o f 

t h e w o r d . T h e i r a i m was t o p r o v i d e a f o rum in w h i c h t h e new r e l i g i o u s 

ideas o f t h e day c o u l d be d i s c u s s e d , and in w h i c h t h e B i b l e and t h e 

91 H,Q., Janssen and J . J , van T o o r e n e n b e r g e n , ' B r i e v e n u i t o n d e r s c h e idene 
K e r k e l i j k e A r c h i e v e n ' , Werken der M a r n i x - v e r e e n i q i n g s e r i e I I I -
dee I 11 (1® s t u k ) , ( U t r e c h t , 1877 ) , pp .53 and 72. 

92 See, f o r e x a m p l e , J . van M i e r l o who a r g u e d t h a t , o u t s i d e p a r t i c u l a r 
c i r c l e s in c e r t a i n t owns , L u t h e r a n ism was l i t t l e known in t he 
N e t h e r l a n d s i n t h e f i r s t h a l f o f t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 'Den "Boem 
de r S c h r i f t u e r e n " en he t g e v a l Jacob van M i d d e I d o n c k ' , V e r l a q e n en 
mededee1inqen de r k o n i n k l i j k e v laamsche academie v o o r t a a l - e n 
l e t t e r k u n d e (1939), p . 8 9 4 . 
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sermon had a p r e - e m i n e n c e l a c k i n g in t h e Roman C a t h o l i c c h u r c h . 

The A n a b a p t i s t s , f r o m t h e e a r l y 1530s o n w a r d s , were t he f i r s t 

Dutch t o a d v o c a t e t o t a l s c h i s m f r o m t h e Roman c h u r c h . O u t s i d e 

A n a b a p t i s t c i r c l e s n o n - s c h i s m a t i c d i s s e n t c o n t i n u e d f o r a t l e a s t a n o t h e r 

decade a n d , i n t h e r e m o t e r a r e a s o f t h e n o r t h e r n N e t h e r l a n d s , f o r a good 

d e a l l o n g e r . I t was C a l v i n who f o r c e d t h e i s s u e by mak ing i t a p p a r e n t 

t h a t t o c o n t i n u e t o a t t e n d Mass and t o h o l d e v a n g e l i c a l v iews was an 

i d o l a t r o u s , h y p o c r i t i c a l and l o g i c a l l y i n c o n s i s t e n t p o s i t i o n . E c h o i n g 

t h e words o f t h e p r o p h e t E l i j a h , he p r e s e n t e d e v a n g e l i c a l s in t h e 

N e t h e r l a n d s w i t h a c l e a r c h o i c e : 

'How long w i l l you go on l i m p i n g w i t h t w o 
d i f f e r e n t o p i n i o n s ? I f t he Lord i s G o d , 
f o l l o w Him, but i f B a a l , t hen f o l l o w h i m . ' 

(1 K i n g s 1 8 : 2 1 ) . 93 

93 E. D r o z , o p . c i t . , I , p . 1 4 4 . 
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CONCLUSION 

'The U n i t e d P r o v i n c e s (we know) a r e l i k e a 
f a i r b i r d s u i t e d w i t h g o o d l y bo r rowed 
p lumes: but i f e ve r y Fowl s h o u l d t a k e h i s ^ 
f e a t h e r , t h i s b i r d wou ld r e s t neer n a k e d , ' 

So w r o t e t he London merchant Thomas Mun in ]664 when d i s c u s s i n g the 

t r a d e and commerce o f t h e Low C o u n t r i e s . Ye t Mun c o u l d j u s t as e a s i l y 

have been d e s c r i b i n g the c h a r a c t e r o f the Dutch R e f o r m a t i o n in t h e 

p r e v i o u s c e n t u r y , f o r t h e R e f o r m a t i o n In t he N e t h e r l a n d s was e s s e n t i a l l y 

bo r rowed . 

In t h e f i r s t p l a c e , a s u b s t a n t i a l p r o p o r t i o n o f t h e pamphlet 

l i t e r a t u r e o f t h e Dutch R e f o r m a t i o n c o n s i s t e d o f t r a n s l a t i o n s o f 

f o r e i g n a u t h o r s . The w r i t i n g s o f Lu the r were by f a r t h e most numerous, 

but t he works o f a t l e a s t t w e n t y o t h e r e v a n g e l i c a l pamph le tee rs f r o m as 

f a r a p a r t as S c o t l a n d and S w i t z e r l a n d were t r a n s l a t e d i n t o Dutch by 

1558. These i n c l u d e d w e l l known r e f o r m e r s such as Me lanch thon , 

K a r l s t a d t and Buce r , as w e l l as a hos t o f l e s s e r - k n o w n men I n c l u d i n g 

B r u n f e l s , Bugenhagen, B y n w a l t h , H u b e r i n u s , H u b m a l e r , Stammel, R e g i u s , 

Sachs, Birckenmeyer, Corv inus , G r e t z i n g e r , K e t t e n b a c h , Men ius , 

B a l e , Becon and H a m i l t o n , 

I t w i l l be n o t i c e d t h a t t he b u l k o f these f o r e i g n a u t h o r s were 

German L u t h e r a n s , However, t h i s d i d no t mean t h a t the Dutch R e f o r m a t i o n 

was a carbon copy o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n in Germany, The re was a number o f 

s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s between the pamphlet l i t e r a t u r e o f the Dutch and 

German R e f o r m a t i o n s , In a r e c e n t essay Steven Ozment d i v i d e d German 

t r a c t s I n t o seven broad c a t e g o r i e s ; t hose t h a t a d d r e s s themse lves t o 

t r a d i t i o n a l r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s and p r a c t i c e s ; a n t i c l e r i c a l l i t e r a t u r e ; 

s o c i a l commentary : pamph le ts devo ted t o the C h r i s t i a n h o u s e h o l d ; 

i n s t r u c t i o n s on t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p between ' C h u r c h ' and ' S t a t e ' ; t r a c t s 

o c c a s i o n e d by peasant p r o t e s t and r e v o l t ; and C h r i s t i a n m i r r o r s 
2 

( c a t e c h i s m s ) , A f a i r number o f ca tech i sms were p u b l i s h e d in t h e 

e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e Dutch R e f o r m a t i o n , many show ing marked L u t h e r a n 

1 T . Mun, E n g l a n d ' s t r e a s u r e by f o r r a l q n t rade ( O x f o r d , 1927) , p . 7 8 , 

2 S -E . Ozment, 'Pamph le t l i t e r a t u r e o f t he german r e f o r m a t i o n ' . 
R e f o r m a t i o n E u r o p e : a g u i d e t o r e s e a r c h , ed . S.E . Ozment ( S t , Lou i s , 
1982), pp.90-97. 
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i n f l u e n c e s . L i k e w i s e , p o l e m i c a l l i t e r a t u r e a t t a c k i n g t r a d i t i o n a l 

b e l i e f s and p r a c t i c e s were f a i r l y common, t hough a s we have seen, such 

l i t e r a t u r e was l ess common than in Germany and i t was very h e a v i l y 

dependent upon German s o u r c e s . There i s a l s o some ev i dence in Dutch 

l i t e r a t u r e o f a n t i c l e r i c a l s e n t i m e n t s . For e x a m p l e , t h e f i r s t p a r t o f 

W i l l e m Gnapheus' work o f c o m f o r t f o r t h e s i c k and d y i n g Een t r o o s t 

ende s p i e g e l der s i e c k e n ( 1 5 3 1 ) , c o n t a i n s a f i e r c e i n d i c t m e n t o f t h e 

con tempora ry C a t h o l i c c l e r g y f o r t h e i r a v a r i c e and f a i l u r e t o p e r f o r m 
3 

t h e i r p a s t o r a l d u t i e s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , a n t i c l e r i c a l ism does no t appear 

t o have f e a t u r e d as s i g n i f i c a n t l y in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s as i t d i d in t he 

German R e f o r m a t i o n . As f o r Ozment 's f o u r o t h e r g r o u p i n g s - s o c i a l 

commen ta r i es , pamph le ts devo ted t o t he C h r i s t i a n h o u s e h o l d , i n s t r u c t i o n s 

on t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p between Church and S t a t e , and t r a c t s occas ioned by 

peasant p r o t e s t and r e v o l t - such s u b j e c t s a r e s c a r c e l y d e a l t w i t h in 

t he pamphlet l i t e r a t u r e o f t h e Dutch R e f o r m a t i o n , D i f f e r e n t 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s d i c t a t e d d i f f e r e n t needs and p a m p h l e t s on t hese i ssues 

wou ld no t have been r e l e v a n t in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , T h u s , a l t h o u g h a 

c o n s i d e r a b l e number o f German t r a c t s were t r a n s l a t e d i n t o Du tch , t h e s e 

pamphle ts by no means r e p r e s e n t t h e who le range o f German l i t e r a t u r e , 

and t h u s the Dutch R e f o r m a t i o n , t hough h e a v i l y dependen t upon t h e German, 

canno t be c o n s i d e r e d identical to i t . 

As w e l l as t h e l a r g e number o f pamph le ts w h i c h were t r a n s l a t e d 

f r om German a u t h o r s , i t has a l s o been d e m o n s t r a t e d t h a t many o f t h e 

s o - c a l l e d ' n a t i o n a l r e f o rmed" pamph le tee rs were a good dea l more 

dependent on f o r e i g n sources than has been acknow ledged p r e v i o u s l y . 

N i c l a e s P e e t e r s i s an o b v i o u s case in p o i n t . S i n c e 1520 has been 

d i s p r o v e d as a da te o f p u b l i c a t i o n , P e e t e r s ' sermons can no l o n g e r be 

c o n s i d e r e d as p a r t o f a Dutch p r o t o - P r o t e s t a n t t r a d i t i o n . F u r t h e r m o r e , 

s i n c e t h e s o - c a l l e d s a c r a m e n t a r i a n p a r t o f h i s sermons was p l a g i a r i z e d 

f rom Lu the r v i a t h e Dutch t rans l a t ion o f t h e P o s t i 11 oder Ausz legung 

der E p i s t e l n vnd E v a n g e l i e n , t h e N e t h e r l a n d e r ' s t h e o l o g y cannot be 

r e p r e s e n t e d as p e c u l i a r l y Du t ch , What t h e sermons o f P e e t e r s do 

demons t ra te is t h e degree t o w h i c h t h e e a r l y Du tch R e f o r m a t i o n was 

f a i t h f u l t o L u t h e r , The dependence o f o t h e r Du tch a u t h o r s on German 

3 BRN I , pp.153-159. 
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L u t h e r a n w r i t e r s u n d e r l i n e s t h i s p o i n t and here t h e i ndeb tedness o f 

C o r n e l l s vender Heyden 's C o r t e i n s t r u c c y e t o t h e Vaderunse r o f M a t t h i a s 

B y n w a l t h s e r v e s as one o b v i o u s e x a m p l e . 

Ye t j u s t as Mun i m p l i e s in t h e c o n t e x t o f t r a d e and commerce, t h e 

Du tch R e f o r m a t i o n bo r rowed n o t s i m p l y f r o m one, b u t f r o m a who le v a r i e t y 

o f d i f f e r e n t s o u r c e s , Vander Heyden, f o r e x a m p l e , t hough i n d e b t e d t o 

t h e L u t h e r a n B y n w a l t h canno t s i m p l y be d e s c r i b e d as a ' M a r t i n i s t ' . He 

adop ted a L u t h e r a n a p p r o a c h t o images ( c r i t i c i s m b u t never o u t r i g h t 

c o n d e m n a t i o n ) , y e t chose a Reformed e n u m e r a t i o n o f t h e Ten Commandments 

and had a s p i r i t u a l i s t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e L o r d ' s Supper . A s i m i l a r 

e c l e c t i c i s m may be d i s c e r n e d in t h e w r i t i n g s o f Johannes A n a s t a s i u s 

V e l u a n u s . The s o - c a l l e d ' n a t i o n a l r e f o r m e d ' t h e o l o g y o f A n a s t a s i u s was 

i n f a c t a compound o f s e v e r a l s t r a n d s o f f o r e i g n t h e o l o g i c a l o p i n i o n . 

H is r e j e c t i o n o f p r e d e s t i n a t i o n , f o r e x a m p l e , was n o t so much a n t i -

C a l v i n i s t as a s t a t e m e n t o f p r e f e r e n c e f o r M e l a n c h t h o n ' s r e j e c t i o n o f 

a n t i n o m i a n i s m . On o t h e r s u b j e c t s such as c o n f e s s i o n , b a p t i s m and t h e 

L o r d ' s Supper A n a s t a s i u s f e l t a t l i b e r t y t o p i c k and choose between t h e 

d o c t r i n e s o f s e v e r a l r e f o r m e r s . On c o n f e s s i o n he f o l l o w e d L u t h e r in 

condemning t he Roman f o r m , bu t n o t r e j e c t i n g i t c o m p l e t e l y as a means o f 

c o m f o r t f o r poo r C h r i s t i a n s , On b a p t i s m he s i d e d w i t h L u t h e r i n 

p e r m i t t i n g emergency lay b a p t i s m , but w i t h C a l v i n i n r e j e c t i n g the n o t i o n 

t h a t u n b a p t i z e d c h i l d r e n a r e e t e r n a l l y damned. F i n a l l y , on t h e i ssue o f 

t h e L o r d ' s Supper he s i d e d w i t h L u t h e r in p e r m i t t i n g t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

o f t h e l a s t r i t e s , but a g a i n s t the German r e f o r m e r in a d o p t i n g a 

s p i r i t u a l i s t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t he words o f i n s t i t u t i o n . 

I ndeed , many a s p e c t s o f t h e Du tch R e f o r m a t i o n w h i c h were p r e v i o u s l y 

t h o u g h t t o be p e c u l i a r l y Du tch can now no l o n g e r be seen In t h i s l i g h t . 

The f i r s t t e n y e a r s o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s ( 1520 -1530 ) 

p r i o r t o the coming o f A n a b a p t i s m can no l o n g e r be d e s c r i b e d as 

' s a c r a m e n t a r i a n ' . The f i r s t f o u r y e a r s ( 1 5 2 0 - 1 5 2 4 ) were d o m i n a t e d by 

t h e t h e o l o g i c a 1 p o i n t s a t i s sue e l s e v & e r e in E u r o p e - j u s t 1 f i c a t ion by 

f a i t h a l o n e , p a p a l v e r s u s s c r i p t u r a l a u t h o r i t y , c h r i s t i a n f r eedom and 

t h e l i k e . The d e b a t e on t he L o r d ' s Supper i n t h e s e yea rs c e n t r e d on t he 

s a c r i f i c i a l n a t u r e o f t h e Mass and no t on t h e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f C h r i s t ' s 

words o f i n s t i t u t i o n . I t was no t u n t i l 1525 when t h e d e b a t e between 

L u t h e r and K a r l s t a d t and Z w i n g l i was underway t h a t d e n i a l s o f 

t h e r e a l p resence can be f ound e i t h e r i n Du tch p a m p h l e t 
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l i t e r a t u r e o r i n t r i a l e v i d e n c e . Thus t h e g r o w t h o f s a c r a m e n t a r i a n i s m 

a f t e r 1525 was a r e f l e c t i o n o f e v e n t s and d e b a t e s e l s e w h e r e in Eu rope 

r a t h e r t h a n t h e p r o d u c t o f a p e c u l i a r l y D u t c h R e f o r m a t i o n . 

S i m i l a r l y , e a r l y p a m p h l e t s such as t h e T r o o s t ende S p i e g e l d e r 

s i e c k e n o f W i l l e m Gnapheus s h o u l d n o t be seen as p e c u l i a r l y Du t ch i n 

t h e i r t h e o l o g i c a l i n c l i n a t i o n , Gnapheus ' i n d e b t e d n e s s t o and a p p r e c i a t i o n 

o f C h r i s t i a n humanism in t h e T r o o s t w h i c h was f i r s t d r a f t e d c1525 i s 

n o t a t a l l u n u s u a l f o r a work o f t h i s p e r i o d . Numerous o t h e r n o n - D u t c h 

p a m p h l e t e e r s and t h e o l o g i a n s o p e n l y a c k n o w l e d g e d a d e b t t o Erasmus in 

t h e e a r l y 1520s b e f o r e t h e d i v i s i o n be tween L u t h e r and t h e R o t t e r d a m m e r 

became a p p a r e n t . Far more s u r p r i s i n g w o u l d be a c o m b i n a t i o n o f 

e v a n g e l i c a l i s m and C h r i s t i a n humanism i n t h e 1 5 5 0 s , bu t when Gnapheus 

p u b l i s h e d h i s r e v i s e d e d i t i o n o f t h e T r o o s t , T o b i a s ende Laza rus 

( 1 5 5 7 ) ; i t showed a f a r g r e a t e r a l l e g i a n c e t o C a l v i n t h a n Erasmus. 

A g a i n , t h i s r e f l e c t s e v e n t s on t h e Eu ropean s t a g e - t h e r i s e o f 

C a l v i n i s m and t h e g u l f by t h i s p o i n t i n t i m e b e t w e e n C h r i s t i a n humanism 

and P r o t e s t a n t i s m , 

The R e f o r m a t i o n in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s bea rs many o f t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 

o f o t h e r ' u n d e r g r o u n d ' R e f o r m a t i o n s . Fo r e x a m p l e , t h e p r a c t i c e o f 

i n s e r t i n g t h e w r i t i n g s o f e v a n g e l i c a l a u t h o r s i n t o i n n o c u o u s - l o o k i n g 

t r a c t s was n o t c o n f i n e d t o t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , J u s t a s t h e D u t c h Summa de r 

q o d l i k e r s c r i f t u r e n (1523) p l a g i a r i z e d L u t h e r ' s Von w e l t l i c h e r O b e r k e i t 

( 1523 ) i n i t s t w e n t y s i x t h c h a p t e r and t h e Pass i o n a e 1 - b o e c x k e n 

t r a c t e r e n d e van d a t l i f d e n ons Heeren l e s u C h r i s t i ( c l 5 4 0 ) c o n t a i n e d a 

t r a n s l a t i o n o f L u t h e r ' s Sermon von B e t r a c h t u n g des h e i l i g e n L e i d e n s 

Chr i s t i ( 1 5 1 9 ) , so t o o t h e F r e n c h L i v r e de v r a y e e t p a r f a i c t e o r a i s o n 

(1528) b o r r o w e d f r o m L u t h e r a n d G u i l l a u m e F a r e l , w h i l s t t h e I t a l i a n 

B e n e f i c i o d i Cr i s t o (1543) t r a n s l a t e d and a b r i d g e d w h o l e passages o f t h e 

1539 e d i t i o n o f C a l v i n ' s I n s t i t u t e s . ^ 

Y e t t h i s i s n o t t o say t h a t t h e D u t c h R e f o r m a t i o n was i d e n t i c a l t o 

4 F . H igman, ' L u t h e r e t l a p i e t e de 1 ' e g l i s e g a l l i c a n e : l e L i v r e de 
v r a y e e t p a r f a i c t e o r a i s o n ' , Revue d ' h i s t o i r e e t de p h i l o s o p h i e 
re l ig ieuses , LXI I I (1983), pp.99-111. 

5 D. Fen 1 o n , Heresy and o b e d i e n c e i n t r i d e n t i n e I t a l y : C a r d i n a l P o l e 
and t h e c o u n t e r - r e f o r m a t i o n (Cambr i d g e , 1 9 7 2 ) , p . 7 5 . ~ 
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t h e I t a l i a n o r t h e F r e n c h , The R e f o r m a t i o n made f a r g r e a t e r i n r o a d s 

in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s t h a n i t e v e r d i d in I t a l y , w h i l s t t h e Dutch 

R e f o r m a t i o n was n e v e r d o m i n a t e d by one t h e o l o g i a n a s C a l v i n came t o 

d o m i n a t e t h e R e f o r m a t i o n in t h e F r e n c h - s p e a k i n g l a n d s . T h i s h e l p e d 

d e l a y c o n f e s s i o n a 1 i z a t i o n in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , a n d e v e n when Reformed 

c h u r c h e s had e m e r g e d , t h e Dutch R e f o r m a t i o n m a i n t a i n e d i t s e c l e c t i c 

s p i r i t t h r o u g h o u t t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y and i n t o t h e s e v e n t e e n t h . In 

t h e long t e r m , t h i s e c l e c t i c i s m may have c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e c o n f l i c t s 

w i t h i n Dutch C a l v i n i s m a p p a r e n t by t h e end o f t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y 

w h i c h came t o a head a t t h e Synod of D o r t in 1 6 1 8 - 1 9 . By t h e 1560s 

t h e Genevan b r a n d o f R e f o r m e d P r o t e s t a n t i s m was g a i n i n g t h e a s c e n d a n c y 

a m o n g s t n o n - A n a b a p t i s t e v a n g e l i c a l s in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , Yet t h e r e 

r e m a i n e d t h o s e who d rew t h e i r t h e o l o g i c a l i n s p i r a t i o n f r o m o t h e r 

t r a d i t i o n s , and who t h e r e f o r e b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e i r p o s i t i o n was t h a t 

h e l d by t h e f i r s t Dutch P r o t e s t a n t s . As N i j e n h u i s h a s e f f e c t i v e l y 

d e m o n s t r a t e d , Du tch C a l v i n i s t s w e r e by no means b i r d s o f one p lumage in 

t h e l a t t e r d e c a d e s o f t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . ^ T h e e c l e c t i c n a t u r e o f 

t h e R e f o r m a t i o n in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s p r i o r t o 1566 g o e s a long way t o 

e x p l a i n t h e s u b s e q u e n t b i t t e r q u a r r e l wh ich s h a t t e r e d t h e harmony o f t h e 

Dutch R e f o r m e d c h u r c h e s . 

6 W. N i j e n h u i s , ' V a r i a n t s w i t h i n d u t c h C a l v i n i s m in t h e s i x t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y ' , A c t a h i s t o r i a e n e e r l a n d i c a e XII ( 1 9 7 9 ) , p p . 4 8 - 6 4 . 
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PART 2. 

SECTION A. EVANGELICAL TRACTS. 

I . ALARDUS, FRANCISCUS, Een c o r t v e r u a t van a l l e m e n s c h e 1 i j c k e 

i n s e t t i n q h e n d e r r o o m s c h e r k e r c k e 

A f o r m e r Dominican monk, F r a n c i s c u s A l a r d u s ( 1 5 3 0 - 1 5 7 8 ) became 

t h e f i r s t p r e a c h e r of t h e L u t h e r a n c h u r c h in A n t w e r p when f r e e d o m of 

w o r s h i p was g r a n t e d on 2 S e p t e m b e r 1566. I n d e e d , A tardus was t h e f i r s t 

n a t i v e p r e a c h e r of t h e L u t h e r a n c h u r c h in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s a s a w h o l e . ^ 
2 

His ant I-Roman polemic Een cort veruat was f i r s t published in 1556. 

T h r e e r e p r i n t s a p p e a r e d in 1560,^ 1560^ and 1 5 8 0 . ^ 

I I . ANASTASIUS, JOHANNES, VELUANUS, Der leken wechwyser^ 

As i t s t i t l e s u g g e s t s t h i s work was i n t e n d e d a s a manual o f 

e v a n g e l i c a l d o c t r i n e f o r t h e l a i t y c o v e r i n g such s u b j e c t s a s s a l v a t i o n , 

p r e d e s t i n a t i o n and f r e e w i l l , t h e s a c r a m e n t s . C h r i s t i a n l i b e r t y , t h e 

Church and h e r e s y . L ike s e v e r a l o t h e r Dutch r e f o r m e r s i n c l u d i n g Menno 

Simons and C o r n e l l s C o o l t u y n , A n a s t a s i u s began h i s c a r e e r a s a p r i e s t 

in t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h . He may a l s o be compared t o Menno and C o o l t u y n 

in t h a t he l i k e them became c o n v i n c e d of t h e t r u t h o f t h e e v a n g e l i c a l 

f a i t h some y e a r s b e f o r e q u i t t i n g t h e Mother C h u r c h . I n d e e d , A n a s t a s i u s 

began t o s t u d y P r o t e s t a n t d o c t r i n e some f o u r y e a r s b e f o r e he became 

p a s t o r a t Gqrderen in Veluwe in 1544 .^ I t was t h r o u g h t h i s v o c a t i o n 

and e s p e c i a l l y t h r o u g h p r e a c h i n g t h a t A n a s t a s i u s g a v e e x p r e s s i o n t o h i s 

new e v a n g e l i c a l i d e a s ; f o l l o w i n g h i s a r r e s t on 1 J a n u a r y 1550 on 

s u s p i c i o n of h e r e s y t h e m a n u s c r i p t s o f h i s s e r m o n s w e r e used a g a i n s t 

1 B i o q r a f i s c h l e x i c o n voor de q e s c h i e d e n i s van h e t n e d e r l a n d s e 
p r o t e s t a n t isme (Kampen, 1 9 8 3 ) , I I , p . 2 1 . 

2 L o c a t i o n unknown. 

3 Le iden UB 1370 F39 . F r a n k f o r t = W e s e l , Hans de B r a e c k e r , 

4 BT 54 , An twerp? 

5 L o c a t i o n unknown. T h e s e f o u r e d i t i o n s a r e l i s t e d in J .W. P o n t , 
G e s c h i e d e n i s van h e t l u t h e r a n i s m e in de N e d e r l a n d e n t o t 1618 ( H a a r l e m , 
1911), p .266. 

6 R e p r i n t e d BRN IV, pp.123-376. 

7 BRN IV, p .125. 
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h im. In h i s p r e f a c e t o t h e Leken wechwyser A n a s t a s i u s t e l l s t h e r e a d e r 

t h a t he was a l s o found t o be in p o s s e s s i o n of ' m a t e r y a l s d i t i s ' which 

s u g g e s t s t h a t he may have a l r e a d y d r a f t e d t h e Leken wechwyser by t h i s 
8 

s t a g e . 

U n w i l l i n g t o d i e f o r h i s f a i t h , Anastasius abjured h i s h e r e s y and on 

3 F e b r u a r y 1550 he was condemned t o l i f e i m p r i s o n m e n t a t Ha t t em. In 

December 1551 he was r e l e a s e d on t h e c o n d i t i o n t h a t he remained under 

house a r r e s t . A f t e r a f u r t h e r e i g h t e e n months t h i s r e s t r i c t i o n was 

l i f t e d on t h e c o n d i t i o n t h a t w i t h i n two weeks he went t o s t u d y t h e o l o g y 

a t Leuven . I n i t i a l l y he obeyed and went t o L e u v e n , t h o u g h he was 

r e s o l v e d n o t t o i n v o l v e h i m s e l f in ' M i s s e l i c k e a f f g o d e r y ' , but a f t e r 

t h r e e days he f l e d t o S t r a s b o u r g . Deeply r e g r e t t i n g h i s o r i g i n a l 

r e c a n t a t i o n he t h e n p u b l i s h e d t h e Leken wechwyse r a s an open c o n f e s s i o n 

of his f a i t h . ^ 

A p p e a r i n g in t h e G e l d e r s e d i a l e c t , a v a r i a n t o f Low German, w i t h 

t h e i m p r i n t ' S t r a i s b u r g in E l a s , B a l t h . van K l a r e n b a c h ' , t h i s f i r s t 

e d i t i o n of t h e Leken wechwyser has been a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e p r e s s o f 

J o s s e Lambrecht a t W e s e l . ^ ^ P u b l i s h e d on 12 A p r i l 1554 t h e Leken 

wechwyser q u i c k l y r e a c h e d t h e N e t h e r l a n d s . On 12 A u g u s t t h a t y e a r a 

copy was b o u g h t a t H a r d e r w i j k and on 6 S e p t e m b e r i t was f o r b i d d e n by a 

p l a c c a r d of t h e s t a d h o u d e r and c o u n c i l of G e 1 d e r l a n d , ^ ' By 1558 t h e r e 

was a g e n e r a l p r o h i b i t i o n t h r o u g h o u t t h e N e t h e r l a n d s of a l l t h e works of 
12 

A n a s t a s i u s . The Leken wechwyser was t r a n s l a t e d f r o m G e l d e r s e i n t o 

Dutch in 1555 and was r e p r i n t e d many t i m e s , P i j p e r and Cramer l i s t s i x 

e d i t i o n s s u b s e q u e n t t o t h e o r i g i n a l v e r s i o n , 

i ) (Emden) , Magnus vanden Merbe rghe van O e s t e r h o u t (= S t e v e n M i e r d m a n s ) , 

1555. 
i i ) D o r d r e c h t , J a s p a r T r o y e r , 1591. 

i i i ) L e i d e n , Jan P a e d t s J a c o b s z o o n , 1594. 

8 BR^ IV, p .125. 

9 B^N IV, pp.126-128. 

10 Index a u r e l i e n s i s 105 0 9 3 . 

11 BR^ IV, p.117. 

12 Verboden l e c t u u r , e d , C, Sepp ( L e i d e n , 1889), p . 1 1 4 . 
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i v ) A e l b r e c h t H e y n d r i c k s o o n , 1597. 

v) The Hague, H i l l e b r a n d t J a c o b s z o o n , 
13 

Vi) The Hague , H i l l e b r a n d t J a c o b s z o o n , 1610. 

in a d d i t i o n t o t h e a b o v e , Sepp n o t e s e d i t i o n s p u b l i s h e d in 1587, 1631 

1632 and 1651.^^ 

I I I A r t i c u l e n t e Marburg g e a c c o r d e e r t 3 O c t . 1529 . 

B e a r i n g t h e f a l s e i m p r i n t ' G h e d r u c t t e M a r b u r g in Hessen bi Hans 

L u f t ' , t h i s Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n of t h e Marburg a r t i c l e s was p r i n t e d a t 
1 5 

Antwerp by J o h a n n e s H o o c h s t r a t e n , p r o b a b l y in 1529 . 

IV AUGUSTINE, SAINT ( S u p p o s i t i o u s ) , De x i j a r t i k e l e n d e s c h r i s t e n 

q h e l o o f s . T r a n s l a t e d by Bouden de S m i t . 

F i r s t p u b l i s h e d by Matthews Crom a t An twerp in 1543 ,^^ a s e c o n d 
17 

e d i t i o n o f t h i s t r a c t a p p e a r e d anonymous ly in 1550 . The h e t e r o d o x 

n a t u r e o f t h i s e x p o s i t i o n o f t h e Creed s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e a t t r i b u t i o n 

t o S a i n t A u g u s t i n e was a p l o y by t h e a u t h o r t o e s c a p e d e t e c t i o n . 

V Avontmael ons H e e r e n , Van d a t . 

An anonymous p a m p h l e t d e a l i n g w i t h t h e L o r d ' s S u p p e r which 

K r o n e n b e r g d a t e d c l 5 4 0 and a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e p r e s s o f N i c l a e s van 
18 

O l d e n b o r c h , I t i s p r o b a b l y an o r i g i n a l Dutch work, t h o u g h t h i s 

c a n n o t be c e r t a i n l y e s t a b l i s h e d . 

13 BRN IV, pp.118-120. 

14 Verboden l e c t u u r , p . 1 1 4 . 

15 NK 2314. 

16 BL 4401 bbb 36. 

17 Wolfenbuttel HAB1338.13 Theol ( 3 ) . 

18 NK 2323 , R e p r i n t e d and e d i t e d by J , T rapman , ' D a t a v o n t m a e l ons 
Heeren' , NAK LI (1970) , pp.154-166. 
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VI BALE; JOHN, Den s t a n d t ende de b i l d e d e r b e y d e r ghemeynten na de 

a lder w o n d e r b a e r s t e ende h e m e l s c h e r o p e n b a r i n g h e l o a n n i s den 

1. . 19 
e u a n q e l i s t . 

T h i s l e n g t h y commentary on t h e book of R e v e l a t i o n is a t r a n s l a t i o n 

of The image of b o t h e c h u r c h e s (1545) by t h e v i r u l e n t l y a n t i - R o m a n 

E n g l i s h r e f o r m e r John B a l e , P u b l i s h e d in 1555 p r o b a b l y a t Emden t h i s 

Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n was t h e work of K a r o l u s de K o n i n c k , a f o r m e r C a r m e l i t e 

monk from Ghent who was c o n v e r t e d t o Reformed P r o t e s t a n t i s m and 
20 

e v e n t u a l l y m a r t y r e d f o r h i s f a i t h a t Bruges on 27 A p r i l 1557. 

VI I B a r u c h , Van den p r o p h e e t . 

T h i s p a m p h l e t i s a c o n d e m n a t i o n of image w o r s h i p f i r s t p u b l i s h e d 
2 1 

anonymous ly a b o u t 1525 and r e p r i n t e d by Hans de B r a e c k e r a t Wesel in 
22 

1558. In a l l p r o b a b i l i t y Van den p r o p h e e t B a r u c h was w r i t t e n by a 

N e t h e r l a n d e r f o r p a r t of h i s a t t a c k upon image w o r s h i p i s a c r i t i q u e 

o f t h e c u l t o f S t , H u b r e c h t who was p a r t i c u l a r l y v e n e r a t e d in t h e a r e a 
23 

a r o u n d L iege in t h e s o u t h e r n N e t h e r l a n d s . 

VIM BECON, THOMAS, Een c h r i s t e n o f t k e r s m i s b a n c k e t . . . g h e m a e c t by 

T h e o d o r u s Bas i 1 i u s . 

A t r a n s l a t ion o f t h e C h r i s t m a s b a n k e t t e g a r n y s h e d w i t h many 
21], 

p l e a s a u n t and d e y n t y d i s h e s (1542) by t h e E n g l i s h r e f o r m e r Thomas 

Becon who f r e q u e n t l y used t h i s pseudonym T h e o d o r e B a s i l i e t o a v o i d 

19 Mbchiels B70 

20 A, van H a e m s t e d e , De g h e s c h i e d e n i s s e e n d e den d o o d t d e r v romer 
m a r t e l a r e n (Emden, 1 5 5 9 ) , D d i r - i i r , K a r o l u s de K o n i n c k was a l s o 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t r a n s l a t i n g t h e h i s t o r y o f F r a n c i s c o de S p i r a i n t o 
D u t c h , s e e p ,333 . 

21 NK246 Reprinted in the BRN I , pp.259-272. 

22 BRN I , p .258. 

23 BRN I , pp.253-255. 

24 STC 1713-1715. 
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25 
d e t e c t i o n in t he l a t t e r y e a r s o f t h e r e i g n o f Hen ry V I I I , The work 

is a d i a l o g u e between f o u r men, Ph i l emon , t h e h o s t o f the banque t , and 

h i s g u e s t s T h e o p h i l e , Euseb ius and C h r i s t o p h e r , The banquet wh i ch t hey 

e n j o y is a s p i r i t u a l f e a s t w i t h each d i s h c o n t a i n i n g p a r t i c u l a r a s p e c t s 

o f the t r u t h o f t h e G o s p e l , Two d i f f e r e n t Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n s o f t h e 

C h r i s t m a s b a n k e t t e a r e known, one p u b l i s h e d by M a t t h e u s Crom a t An twerp 

in 1543 ,^^ t he o t h e r a p p e a r i n g anonymously in t h e same y e a r , p r o b a b l y 
27 

f r o m a Kampen p r e s s . 

IX B e q r i j p , Dat der ghehee lde r b y b e l e n . 

Pat b e q r i j p i s a t r a n s l a t i o n o f an anonymous L a t i n t e x t e n t i t l e d 
28 

Summa t o t i u s sac rae s c r i p t u r a e . The Summa was p u b l i s h e d in 1533 by 

Joannes Grapheus, t he b r o t h e r o f C o r n e l i u s G r a p h e u s , the f o rmer town 

s e c r e t a r y o f An twerp and an e a r l y s u p p o r t e r o f t h e e v a n g e l i c a l cause 
29 

i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , The e a r l i e s t Dutch e d i t i o n , p r i n t e d about 1535 
3 0 

by Wouter van L i n o f An twe rp i s no l onge r e x t a n t . However, a second 
3 1 

e d i t i o n was p u b l i s h e d by Mat theus Crom in 1542. An E n g l i s h v e r s i o n 
32 

o f t h e Summa, t r a n s l a t e d by G e o r g e J o y e , a l s o a p p e a r e d in 1535 . 

33 
X B i e c h t e , Een deuote , o f t b e l i j d i n g h e der sonden t o t Godt . 

T h i s is one o f many s m a l l Dutch t r a c t s t o be p r i n t e d anonymously 

w i t h o u t da te o r p l a c e o f p u b l i c a t i o n . On t y p o g r a p h i c a l e v i d e n c e , 

however , i t can be a s c r i b e d t o Mat theus Crom and d a t e d c l 5 4 0 - 1 5 4 4 . 

Though s t r o n g l y e v a n g e l i c a l in t o n e , i t i s In no way p o l e m i c a l , t h e 

emphasis o f t h e c o n f e s s i o n s o f s I n i t c o n t a i n s b e i n g on t h e i n h e r e n t l y 

25 He was u n s u c c e s s f u l i n t h i s a im f o r in 1541 and a g a i n in 1543 he was 
f o r c e d t o a b j u r e h i s h e r e t i c a l o p i n i o n s a t S t , P a u l ' s C ross , 

2 6 I n d e x a u r e l l e n s I s 115 537 M a c h l e I s B191. 

27 I n d e x a u r e 1 l e n s i s 115 5 3 8 , 

28 NK1970. 

29 A, R o u z e t , D I c t i o n n a I r e des i m p r i m e u r s , l i b r a i r e s e t e d i t e u r s des 
XVe and XVIe s i e c l e s dans les l l m i t e s g e o g r a p h I q u e s de la B e l g i q u e 
a c t u e 1 l e (N ieuwkoop, 1 9 7 5 ) , p . 7 9 . 

30 Campan, p . 5 7 6 . 

31 U t r e c h t UB E. o c t . 4 3 7 ( 9 ) ( R a r i o r a ) . 

32 STC 14821. 

33 Mbchiels B682. 
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and u t t e r l y s i n f u l n a t u r e of man. 

X I BLOCCIUS, PETRUS, Meer dan twee h o n d e r t k e t t e r y e n ende n ieuwe 
34 

l e e r i n g e n , w e l c k wt de m i s s e zyn ghecomen. 

F i r s t p u b l i s h e d in L a t i n in 1566 t h i s a t t a c k on t h e Roman C a t h o l i c 

d o c t r i n e o f t h e Mass was t r a n s l a t e d i n t o Dutch t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r . 

L i t t l e i s known of t h e l i f e of t h e a u t h o r P e t r u s B l o c c i u s . He was a 

s c h o o l m a s t e r a t Le iden f r o m 1559 o n w a r d s . P r e v i o u s t o t h i s he had 

s t u d i e d a t t h e U n i v e r s i t i e s o f Leuven and Bologna and was c o n v e r t e d t o 

P r o t e s t a n t i s m in h i s y o u t h . His t h e o l o g y is s t r o n g l y e v a n g e l i c a l b u t 
35 

d i f f i c u l t t o c l a s s i f y c o n f e s s i o n a l l y . 

XII BLOCCIUS, PETRUS. Een s l e c h t e l i c k e n d e s c h r i f f t e 1 i j c k 

o n d e r r i c h t i n q h e van d a t d o e p s e l e n d e a u o n t m a e l C h r i s t i J e s u . ^ ^ 

37 

T r a n s l a t e d f r o m t h e Quer imon ia J e s u C h r i s t i ( 1 5 6 2 ) and p u b l i s h e d 

in 15665 t h i s p a m p h l e t c o n t a i n s a d e f e n c e of t h e v a l i d i t y o f i n f a n t 

b a p t i s m and a s y m b o l i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of t h e L o r d ' s S u p p e r . 

X I I I Boexken hoe d a t men d i e k i n d e r e n l e e r e n s a l in den r e c h t e n qhe l o v e . 

T h i s i s a b r i e f anonymous c a t e c h i s m which was p r i n t e d w i t h o u t d a t e 

o r p l a c e o f p u b l i c a t i o n , o r name of p u b l i s h e r . J u d g i n g f r o m t h e t y p e f a c e 
39 

used and t h e s u b j e c t m a t t e r , i t was p r o b a b l y p r i n t e d a b o u t 1530, 

K r o n e n b e r g has p r o p o s e d W i l l e m V o r s t e r m a n a s a p o s s i b l e p u b l i s h e r . 

34 i ndex a u r e I i e n s i s 119 860 

35 NNBW I I , c o l . 1 8 0 . B i o g r a f i s c h l e x i c o n voor de g e s c h i e d e n i s van h e t 
n e d e r l a n d s e protestantisms I I , p . 7 0 . 

36 W o l f e n b u t t e l HAS 1164 .17 Theo l ( 1 1 ) , 

37 NNBW I I , co l . 180 . 

38 NK442. 

39 T h i s t r a c t i s l o o s e l y e v a n g e l i c a l and n o n - c o n f e s s i o n a l in t o n e . 
T h i s would s u g g e s t an e a r l y d a t e of p u b l i c a t i o n . 
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XIV Boecxken Een p r o f i t e l i c ende t r o o s t e l i c , van den qheloove ende ^ 
hoope. ^ 

Th i s anonymous work i s , in f a c t , t h ree pamph le ts in one, the f i r s t 

d e a l i n g w i t h f a i t h and hope, the second w i t h love and the t h i r d w i t h 

the Church, Thus i t s f u l l t i t l e reads Een p r o f i t e l i j c k ende t r o o s t e l i c k 

boecxken vanden qheloove ende hoope, wat dat o p r e c h t e qheloue i s . Ende 

welcke qhenade dye mensche doer dat qheloue mach v e r c r i i q e n . Ende hoe 

schande l i ck dat ongheloue i s . Noch een boecxken van d i e 1 ie fde d i e God 

t o t ons h e f t , ende wat d ie 1 ie fde w e r c t , ende noe s c h a d e l i j c k d i e 

1 ie fde des w e r l t s i s . A l l e n menschen seer t r o o s t e l i c k . Met noch een 

deuote c o n t e m p l a t i e van dye b r u y t C h r i s t i , ende i s seer leer l i c k ende 

p r o f i j t e l i c k voer a l i e n queden c h r i s t e n menschen. The f i n a l p a r t , Een 

devote con templac ie van dye b ruy t C h r i s t i seems t o have been p r i n t e d as 
2+1 

a separate work , f i r s t by Peter Jansz a t Le iden, and subsequent ly by 
k2 

Peter Warnersz a t Kampen. However, no separa te e d i t i o n s o f the f i r s t 

two p a r t s are known. 

Copies o f two s i x t e e n t h cen tu ry e d i t i o n s o f t h e Boecxken van den 

qheloove ende hoope s u r v i v e . One appeared w i t h o u t the name o f the 

p u b l i s h e r or p lace and date o f p u b l i c a t i o n , Kronenberg dates t h i s 

e d i t i o n c l 5 4 0 . ^ ^ The o t h e r was pub l i shed by A d r i a e n van Berghen in 

1534. I t may be, however, t h a t t h i s was not t he f i r s t e d i t i o n o f the 

Boecxken van den qheloove ende hoope, f o r the e i g h t e e n t h cen tu ry scho la r 

Isaac Le Long in h i s h i s t o r y o f the Reformat ion in Amsterdam r e f e r s t o 

an a n t i - C a t h o l i c work d e a l i n g w i t h ' he t oprech t g e l o v e , Hope en L i e f d e ' 
k 5 

pub l i shed by Jan Seversz d ie Croepel a t Amsterdam. Moreover, one o f 

kO Repr in ted in BRN IV, pp.521-592. 

41 NK507. 

42 The Hague KB 1708 034 (2 ) . 

43 NK441. 

44 NK440. There are a l s o two seventeenth cen tu ry e d i t i o n s o f the Boecxken 
van den qheloove ende hoope, the f i r s t p u b l i s h e d a t The Hague in 1603 
and the second a t D e l f t in I 6 l 4 , BRN IV, p .519 . In a d d i t i o n , the 
Boecxken van den qheloove ende hoope was a l s o t r a n s l a t e d i n t o E n g l i s h 
by Mi les Coverdale as A goodly t r e a t i s e on f a i t h , hope and c h a r i t e . 
STC 24219.5. 

45 I . Le Long, H i s t o r i s c h e beschryv inge vsn de r e f o r m a t i e de s t a d t 
Amsterdam (Amsterdam, 1729), p .481. There is a c o m p l e t e l y d i f f e r e n t 
work t o the Boecxken van den qheloove ende hoope w i t h a ve ry s i m i l a r 
t i t l e t ha t beq ins ,Ghe loove , hope ende l i e f d e . However, the on ly known 
e d i t i o n o f t h i s pamphlet was pub l i shed by Matthews Crom and p r i n t e d 
by Steven Mierdmans a t Antwerp in 1543. BT 1246. Mach ie l s G147. 
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t h e e n t r i e s t o t h e c a t a l o g u e c o m p i l e d by t h e a u c t i o n e e r s o f t h e l i b r a r y 

o f Le Long r e a d s : 

'Van den g e l o o v e ende Hoope; noch van de l i e f d e 
Gods ; d o o r Y s b r a n d t S c h o l l , p r i e s t e r t e Ams te rdam, 
1534 i n 8 ° Seer r a a r . ' 4 6 

R e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e can be g l e a n e d a b o u t t h e l i f e o f t h i s man, b u t i t i s 

known t h a t one ' M a g i s t e r Y s b r a n d u s S c o l ' h e l d a b e n e f i c e in t h e Nieuwe 

Kerke Ams te rdam f rom 1517 o n w a r d s . Some t i m e i n t h e 1520s S c h o l l was 

c o n v e r t e d t o t h e e v a n g e l i c a l cause and became an a c t i v e p r o p o n e n t o f 

h i s new f a i t h in A n t w e r p , Howeve r , i n 1534 he was a r r e s t e d on s u s p i c i o n 

o f h e r e s y . T h e r e a f t e r he was i m p r i s o n e d a t V i l v o o r d e and f i n a l l y 
47 

e x e c u t e d a t B r u s s e l s . 

I f we a c c e p t Le L o n g ' s e v i d e n c e as c o r r e c t we can r e c o n s t r u c t t h e 

e v e n t s s u r r o u n d i n g t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e Boecxken van den g h e l o o v e 

ende hoope as f o l l o w s . S c h o l l w r o t e t h e w o r k s h o r t l y b e f o r e h i s a r r e s t 

and i t was f i r s t p u b l i s h e d by Jan S e v e r s z , a c k n o w l e d g i n g S c h o l l as 

a u t h o r - hence h i s name a p p e a r s i n t h e Le Long c a t a l o g u e . A f t e r h i s 

a r r e s t and e x e c u t i o n , h o w e v e r , h i s name was s u p p r e s s e d on a c c o u n t o f 

h i s n o t o r i e t y . 

XV B o e c x k e n , Een schoon s u y v e r l y c k , i nhoudende h e t o o r d e l e n d e v o n n i s s e 

d a t qewesen i s vanden Paus P a u l o t e r t i o o v e r e e n e n b r e e d e r d e r 
48 

c h r i s t e n e n ghenaemt P a s q u i l l u s . 

T h i s p a m p h l e t r e c o r d s an i m a g i n a r y and s a t i r i c a l d e b a t e be tween 

Pope Pau l I I I and an e v a n g e l i c a l named P a s q u i l l u s ( P a s q u i l means 

lampoon) by w h i c h t h e anonymous a u t h o r d e m o n s t r a t e s t h a t t h e e v a n g e l i c a l 

46 C a t , Le Long 8 ° 7 3 0 , The Le Long c a t a l o g u e ( 8 ° 8 7 1 ) l i s t s a n o t h e r 
e d i t i o n p u b l i s h e d a t L e i d e n i n 1539. 

47 K. H e e r i n g a , R e k e n i n g e n van he t b i s d o m U t r e c h t , 1378 -1573 ( U t r e c h t , 
1 9 3 2 ) , I I , p . 4 1 3 . R, Van R o o s b r o e c k , 'Een n i e u w d o k u m e n t o v e r de 
b e g i n p e r i o d van h e t l u t h e r a n i s m e t e A n t w e r p e n ' , G_P V, (192"^, p . 2 7 1 . 

A . L . E . V e r h e y d e n , Le m a r t y r o l o q e c o u r t r a i s e n e t l e m a r t y r o l o g e 
b r u x e l l o i s ( V i l v o o r d e , 1 9 5 0 ) , p . 6 l , 

48 The Hague KB. 1703 E 4 2 ( 1 ) . 
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f a i t h f u l l y accords w i t h t h a t o f the Church F a t h e r s , Publ ished in 1565, 

the Schoon, s u y v e r l y c k boecxken was d iscovered t h a t same year by a 

government agent in the bookshop o f A l b e r t C h r i s t a e n s z a t Vianen. 

Fonta ine Verwey has t h e r e f o r e suggested t h a t i t may a l s o have come from 
49 

the C h r i s t i a e n s z p ress . 

XVI BRASS I US, HERMANUS, Van den hey l ighen c ruyze sommige schoone 

t r o o s t e l i c k e sermoenen, door Hermannum Bassium d ienaer des 

g o d l i c k e n woordes binnen Embden, v o o r t i j d e n t r o u w e l i c k g h e p r e d i c k t , 

ende nu na z i j n doodt door ge lee rde r ende godtureesender mannen 

r a e d t . . . i n het l i c h t gheb rach t . 

Hermanus Brass ius was a Reformed preacher a t Emden f rom 1543 u n t i l 
50 

h is death in 1559. His T r o o s t e l i c k e sermoenen f o r those f a c i n g 

p e r s e c u t i o n were pub l i shed posthumously in 1560 by G i l l e s van Erven 
51 52 

a t Emden. R e p r i n t s were issued in 1592 and 1598. A l though these 

sermons are c l e a r l y con fess iona1 i zed and thus s t r i c t l y speaking f a l l 

o u t s i d e the boundar ies o f the t h e s i s , they have been inc luded because 

they are c l o s e l y r e l a t e d to the c o n s o l a t i o n theme o f the s i x t h c h a p t e r . 

XVI I BRUNFELS, OTTO. Pat gulden ghebedeboecxken wt den ouden ende 

nieuwen tes tament 

The P reca t i ones b i b l i c a e o f the German t h e o l o g i a n O t to B r u n f e l s 
53 

was f i r s t pub l i shed in S t rasbourg in 1528, In i t s o r i g i n a l form i t 

cons i s t ed e n t i r e l y o f p rayers f rom the S c r i p t u r e s . D i v i ded up i n t o s i x 

s e c t i o n s i t con ta ined prayers f o r the s ins o f God's peop le , p rayers in 

t r i b u l a t i o n and f o r one 's own s i n , the t h a n k s g i v i n g s and b less ings o f 

49 H. de la Fonta ine Verwey, 'Hendr i k van Brederode en de d r u k k e r i j e n 
V i a n e n ' , HB XXX (1949-51) , p .19. 

50 NNBW. I , c o l . 4 5 4 . 

51 Index a u r e l i e n s i s 123,907. I have not been a b l e t o l o c a t e a copy o f 
t h i s e d i t i o n . 

52 Index a u r e l i e n s is 123.908, A e l b r . Hendr icksz , The Hague, 1592. 
Index aure 1 iens is 123.909, Emden, 1598. 

53 Index aure 1 iens is 125.614. 
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t h e F a t h e r s , p r a y e r s f o r the u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f l i f e , f o r wisdom and 

h u m i l i t y , some s e l e c t i o n s f r o m t h e Psa lms, and some s h o r t m i s c e l l a n e o u s 
54 

p r a y e r s . 

W i t h i n a s h o r t space o f t i m e bo th L a t i n and v e r n a c u l a r v e r s i o n s o f 

t h e P r e c a t i o n e s b i b l i c a e had added s u b s t a n t i a l l y t o the o r i g i n a l t e x t . 

The y e a r s 1531-1564 saw t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f no l e s s than e i g h t Dutch 

e d i t i o n s o f the P r e c a t i o n e s b i b l i c a e t r a n s l a t e d i n t o Dutch as Pat 
55 

g u l d e n ghebedeboecxken. I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o s p e a k in g e n e r a l te rms 

about the Gulden ghebedeboecxken, however , as t h e n a t u r e o f t he work 

meant t h a t s e c t i o n s c o u l d e a s i l y be i n s e r t e d o r removed . The f i r s t 

e d i t i o n was p u b l i s h e d by M a r t i n de Keyser a t A n t w e r p in 1531. As w e l l 

as t h e S c r i p t u r e c o m p i l a t i o n s o f O t t o B r u n f e l s i t a l s o c o n t a i n e d 

L u t h e r ' s e x p o s i t i o n o f t h e Ten Commandments, t h e C r e e d , the L o r d ' s 

P raye r and the Ave Mar ia t aken f r om the B e t b u c h l e i n E r a s m u s ' s 
57 

e x p o s i t i o n o f the L o r d ' s P r a y e r , S a v o n a r o l a ' s commen ta r i es on Psalms 
rO 

51 and 3 1 , t o g e t h e r w i t h a t h i r d commentary on t h e L o r d ' s P r a y e r , a 

54 0 . B r u n f e l s , P r e c a t i o n e s b i b l i c a e ( S t r a s b o u r g , I , S c h o t t , 1528) , 
a) 1 r - l 4 v , 
b) l 4 v - 2 8 r . 
c) 2 8 r - 4 0 v , 
d) 4 l r - 4 6 r , 
e ) 4 6 r - 8 7 r , 
f ) 8 9 r - 9 1 r . 

55 a) NK2573. A n t w e r p , M a r t , de Keyser f o r Gov, van de r Haghen, 1531. 
b) NK2574, A n t w e r p , Jac . van L i e s v e l t , 12 November 1532. 
c ) NK2575. A n t w e r p , Jan van Ghelen f o r Gov. van d e r Haghen, 1532. 
d) NK2576. A n t w e r p , Gov. van der Haghen, 1532. 
e) NK502. A n t w e r p , A d r . van Berghen, 1535. 
f ) NK503- A n t w e r p , Henr . Pee te rsen van M i d d e l b u r c h , 1538, 
g ) NK504, A n t w e r p , Henr. Pee te r sen van M i d d e l b u r c h , 1540. 
h) The Hague KB.1708G21. D i e r i c k B u y t e r , V i a n e n , 1563. 
The re may a l s o have been a n i n t h e d i t i o n w h i c h i s now no l onge r 
e x t a n t . in 1543 one Jan Schats o f Leuven a d m i t t e d own ing a 'Gu lden 
g e b e d e k e n . . . g e d r u c t inden mol t e r Antwerpen by H e n r i c P e t e r s ' . 
Campan, p . 3 4 4 . 
In a d d i t i o n f o u r L a t i n and two F rench v e r s i o n s we re a l s o p r i n t e d 
in the Nether lands . See NK501, 2571-2572 , 4 2 0 4 , 2577-2578 . 

56 WA.10/2 pp .376 -409 . 

57 Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n o f t he P r e c a t i o dom in i ca d i g e s t a i n septem p a r t e s 
( 1 5 2 4 ) . 

58 See NK3849-3850. 
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c o n f e s s i o n o f s i n and e x p o s i t i o n s o f the Magn i f i c a t and the Nunc 

d i m i t u s whose a u t h o r s h i p has not ye t been i d e n t i f i e d . A l l subsequent 

e d i t i o n s ma in ta in t h i s e s s e n t i a l f ramework, though the th ree d i f f e r e n t 

e x p o s i t i o n s o f the L o r d ' s Prayer are i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e . A l l l a t e r 

e d i t i o n s c o n t a i n the T r o o s t i n g h e der qodl iker s c r i f t o f the German 
59 

Lutheran t h e o l o g i a n Caspar Huber inus, Other e d i t i o n s a l s o inc luded 

va r i ous a d d i t i o n a l t r a c t s by e v a n g e l i c a l w r i t e r s i n c l u d i n g Van dat 

gheloue aen onsen sa l i chmaker lesum C h r i s t u m , E e n schoon testament 

vander l i e f d e n , ^ ^ Remedye teghen dye sonde der g h i e r i c h e y t , Ghelooue, 

hope ende l i e f d e , een schoon o n d e r w i j s i n g h e , and t h e Pater nos ter of • 

Mat th ias Bynwal th , a Lutheran preacher f rom Danz ig . , The con ten ts o f 

each e d i t i o n o f the Gulden ghebedeboecxken are shown below. 

9 , E d i t i o n s o f O t to B r u n f e l s ' Gulden ghebedeboecxken. 

NK2573 NK2574 NK2575 NK2576 NK502 NK503 NK504 The 
Antwerp Antwerp Antwerp Antwerp An twerp Antwerp Antwerp Hague 
1531 12 Nov. 1532 1532 1535 1538 1540 KB 

1532 

S c r i p t u r e 
comp i l a t i o n 
( B r u n f e l s ) 

10 Command-
ments 
( L u t h e r ) 

Creed 
( L u t h e r ) 

L o r d ' s Pray-
e r ( Lu the r ) 

L o r d ' s P ray -
e r (Erasmus) 

L o r d ' s Pray-
e r (anony-
mous) 

Vianen 
1563 

59 See p .290 . 

60 NK966. 

61 NK1284. Accord ing t o Sepp t h i s is probab ly a t r a n s l a t i o n o f 
Savonaro la ' s Regola de v i v e r e C h r i s t i a n a mente (1498 ) . Verboden 
l e c t u u r , p .77 . 

62 See p .326 , 
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NK2573 NK2574 NK2575 NK2576 NK502 NK503 NK504 The 
A n t w e r p A n t w e r p An twerp A n t w e r p A n t w e r p An twerp A n t w e r p Hague 
1531 12 Nov. 1532 1532 1535 1538 1540 KB 

1532 V ianen 
1563 

L o r d ' s P r a y -
e r ( B y n w a l t h ) 

Ave Mar i a 
( L u t h e r ) 

Con fess ion 
o f s in 

M a q n i f i c a t 

Nunc 
d i m i t u s 

Psalm 51 
( S a v o n a r o l a ) 

Psalm 31 
( S a v o n a r o l a ) 

T r o o s t inqhe 
(Huber i n u s ) 

Van d a t 
q h e l o o u e 

Tes tamen t 
v a n d e r 
1 i e f d e 

Teqhen * * 
q h i e r i c h e y t 

Ghe looue , * * 
hope ende 
1 i e f d e . 

The re w e r e , J u d g i n g f r o m t h e c o n t e x t s o f each e d i t i o n , two c r i t e r i a 

t h a t g u i d e d w h i c h t r a c t s were i n c l u d e d in B r u n f e l s ' Gu lden qebedeboecxken . 

In t he f i r s t p l a c e , t h e y had t o be bo th e v a n g e l i c a l and d e v o t i o n a l in 

c h a r a c t e r . T h i s i n c l u d e d n o t o n l y R e f o r m a t i o n p a m p h l e t s but a l s o 

p r e - R e f o r m a t i o n works such as S a v o n a r o l a ' s c o m m e n t a r i e s on Psalms 31 and 

51 w h i c h may w e l l have been i n c l u d e d t o p r o p a g a t e t h e n o t i o n o f t h e 

' f o r e r u n n e r s ' o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n , No p o l e m i c a l t r a c t s a r e i n c l u d e d as 

t h e w o r k i s , as i t s t i t l e s u g g e s t s , d e v o t i o n a l i n c h a r a c t e r . S e c o n d l y , 

i t i s p r o b a b l e t h a t each t r a c t had a l r e a d y been t r a n s l a t e d i n t o Du tch 

b e f o r e i t s appearance i n t h e Gu lden g h e b e d e b o e c x k e n C e r t a i n l y , t h i s 

63 See, for example, NK3849-3850, 966, 1284 and 3547-3548. 
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w o u l d e x p l a i n t h e ease w i t h w h i c h e d i t o r s o r p u b l i s h e r s removed and 

i n s e r t e d v a r i o u s s e c t i o n s o f t h e book. 

X V I I I B r u u y t , Van d y e , C h r i s t i , een d e v o t e c o n t e m p l a c i e . 

T h i s pamph le t i s t h e s e p a r a t e p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e t h i r d p a r t o f 
6k 

Een p r o f i t e l i c ende t r o o s t e l i c boecxken van den g h e l o o v e ende hoope . 

Two e d i t i o n s a r e known, t h e f i r s t p u b l i s h e d by P e t e r Jansz a t Le i den 

c l 5 4 0 , and t he second by P e t e r Warnersz a t Kampen c l 5 5 0 , ^ ^ 

XIX BUGENHAGEN, JOHANNES, D ie s o u t e r . V e r c l a r i n q h e des ghehee len 

psa I t e r s . 

T h i s commentary on t h e Psalms was f i r s t p r i n t e d in Dutch by 

Johannes H o o c h s t r a t e n i n 1526 under t h e pseudonym'Adam Anonymous t e 

B a s e l I t s a u t h o r , Johannes Bugenhagen (1485-1558) had been a 

P r e m o n s t r a t e n s i a n canon a t T r e p t o w i n Pomeran ia b e f o r e h i s a p p o i n t m e n t 

as p a r i s h p r i e s t a t W i t t e n b e r g i n 1523, f o l l o w i n g h i s c o n v e r s i o n t o t h e 

L u t h e r a n c a u s e . He w r o t e a l a r g e number o f e v a n g e l i c a l pamph le t s 

including the Librum psaltorum in terpre ta t io (1524).^^ In January 

1526 Bugenhagen 's commentary on t he Psalms was t r a n s l a t e d i n t o German 

by M a r t i n B u c e r . ^ ^ However , B u c e r ' s German t r a n s l a t i o n m o d i f i e d 

c e r t a i n passages , n o t a b l y t h e commentary on Psalm 110, i n o r d e r t o 

a d v o c a t e a s p i r i t u a l i s t i c v i e w o f t h e L o r d ' s Supper . S ince t h e 

H o o c h s t r a t e n e d i t i o n was based on t h e German t e x t and n o t t he L a t i n 

o r i g i n a l , i t was B u c e r ' s e u c h a r i s t i c v i ews w h i c h were r e p r e s e n t e d in 

t h e Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n . ^ ^ Bo th L u t h e r and Bugenhagen were g r e a t l y 

d i s t u r b e d by t h i s Du t ch t r a n s l a t i o n of B u c e r ' s ' h e r e t i c a l ' v i e w s , and 

64 NK440-441. See p.262. 

65 NK507. The Hag^ KB1708 D 34 (2 ) . 

66 NK508. 

67 Benz ing 1862. 

68 Benzing 1873-1874. 

69 J . Trapman, 'Le r o l e des " s a c r a m e n t a l r e s " des o r i g i n e s de la 
reforme j u s q u ' e n 1530 aux P a y s - B a s ' , NAK L X I I I (1983), p.15. 
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in some copies o f the Souter an a t t a c k on the S t r a s b o u r g r e fo rme r ' s 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f the Lo rd ' s Supper was p r i n t e d a l o n g w i t h l e t t e r s by 

Luther and Bugenhagen and a t r a n s l a t i o n o f the l a t t e r ' s e x p o s i t i o n o f 

Psalm 110.7° 

The Bugenhagen-Bucer Souter was never f o r b i d d e n by name in the 

Ne the r l ands , though the re was a b lanke t p r o h i b i t i o n o f Bugenhagen's 
7 1 

works as f rom 1526 and Bucer ' s f rom 1550 onwards. Never the less , a 

second e d i t i o n appeared some t ime a f t e r 1556 b e a r i n g the f i c t i t i o u s 
72 

address 'Geneva, Petrus Stephanum van Gend t ' . 

XX Catechismus, dat is de g roo te k i n d e r l e e r e 

T h i s ca tech ism is a leng thy e x p o s i t i o n o f t h e Commandments, the 

Creed and the Lo rd ' s Prayer based on quo ta t i ons f r o m the Church Fa thers . 

Two e d i t i o n s are known, the f i r s t bears the name o f N ic laes van 
73 

Oldenborch and is dated 1539, the second was p u b l i s h e d in 1564 almost 
74 

c e r t a i n l y a t Vianen by D i e r i c k Buy te r . 

XXI C o l l o q u i e o f t tsamensprekinghe van twee pe rsonag ien waeraf d i e 
75 

eene Pasqui l lus , ende de andere Marphor ius genaemt i s . 

Th is pamphlet somewhat resembles the P a s q u i l l u s e c s t a t i c u s ( c l 544 )7^ 

o f the I t a l i a n re fo rmer C e l i o Secondo Cur ione in f o rm and c o n t e n t . Both 

works are cast in the form o f a d i a l ogue between two c h a r a c t e r s , 

P a s q u i l l u s and Marphor ius , and both are s t r o n g l y a n t i - p a p a l and a n t i -

70 G. Hammer, 'Der S t r e i t urn Bucer in Antwerpen, E in r a t s e l v o l l e r 
Tex t f und und e in unbekannter L u t h e r b r i e f ' , L u t h e r i a n a . Zum 500 
Gebur ts taq Ma r t i n Luthers von den M i t a r b e i t e r n der Weimarer Ausgabe 
(Cologen-Vienna, 1984), pp .395-396. 

71 £D V, p. 146. Verboden l e c t u u r , p .47 . 

72 NK0254. Index aure1 iens is 127078. 

73 NK529. 

74 The Hague KB. H. de la Fon ta ine Verwey 'Hend r i k van B r e d e r o d e ' , p .10, 

75 Knuttel 135. 

76 B .L .3905 .b .8 . 
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Roman in tone . But here the s i m i l a r i t y ends, A Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n of 

the P a s q u i l l u s e c s t a t i c u s was made in 156? by F(oppe) v (an) C(ammingha) 
77 

and pub l i shed in Emden, but t h i s pamphlet p r o b a b l y p r i n t e d about 
78 

1564, is an e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t work . 

XXI I COOLTUYN, CORNELIS, Pat evange l i der armen^^ 

Pat evange l ! der armen is a lengthy and s t r o n g l y e v a n g e l i c a l 

d i a logue between one Theoph i lus and a s i c k woman,Dorothea. The au thor 

Cool tuyn began h i s e c c l e s i a s t i c a l career about 1550 as a p r i e s t a t 

A lkmaar , I t was he re , probab ly under the i n f l u e n c e o f the pas tor o f 

the town, Laurens Zas, t h a t he became a suppo r te r o f the e v a n g e l i c a l 

cause. He soon encountered o p p o s i t i o n , however, on account o f h i s 

outspoken c r i t i c i s m o f the Mass and o t h e r ' s u p e r s t i t i o u s ' e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 

p r a c t i c e s and f rom Alkmaar he moved t o Enkhuizen, Yet here too he ran 

i n t o d i f f i c u l t i e s and, f o l l o w i n g comp la in ts from some o f h i s c o l l e a g u e s , 

was sent t o The Hague t o answer charges o f heresy . F o r t u n a t e l y f o r 

Coo l tuyn , he en joyed the suppor t o f a number o f bu rghers from Enkhuizen 

who p e t i t i o n e d the lead ing i n q u i s i t o r , Ruward T a p p e r , a l o c a l man, f o r 

h i s r e l e a s e . 

Upon h i s r e l ease Cool tuyn i n i t i a l l y re fused t o moderate h i s 

behav iour , but a f t e r warn ings from a l o c a l c i t i z e n and on the agreement 

o f h i s l o c a l cong rega t i on he ceased f rom p reach ing and spent h i s t ime 

v i s i t i n g the poor and the s i c k . In 1556, however, he l e f t Enkhuizen and 

re tu rned t o Alkmaar where he became a teacher hav ing now a lmost t o t a l l y 

w i thdrawn f rom h is p r i e s t l y d u t i e s . Yet on the d e a t h o f h i s former 

mentor Laurens Zas the f o l l o w i n g y e a r , Coo l tuyn was aga in t h r u s t i n t o 

77 B .L .3925 .a .18 Verboden l e c t u u r , p .123 , 

78 On 2 7 u a r y 1566 Margaret o f Parma expressed her d i s a p p r o v a l t o 
Brederode over a book e n t i t l e d 'een c o l l o q u i e van P a s q u i l l u s ende 
Marphor ius ' on sa le a t V ianen. Verboden l e c t u u r , p.123. Fon ta ine 
Verwey suggests t h a t 1 ike the Schoon s u y v e r l y c k bo-ecxken inhoudende 
het oorde lende vonn isse dat gewesen is vandan Paus Paulo t e r t i o over 
eenen broeder der c h r i s t e n e n ghenaemt P a s q u i l l u s t h i s pamphlet may 
have been p r i n t e d as w e l l as s o l d by A l b e r t C h r i s t i a e n s z . Fon ta ine 
Verwey 'Hend r i k van B rede rode ' , p .19 . 

79 The Hague KB. Rep r i n ted in BRN IX, pp .217-480, 
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prominence as Zas 's rep lacement . But Cooltuyn's second s p e l l as p r i e s t 

a t Alkmaar was very b r i e f . W i t h i n two weeks h i s o p p o s i t i o n t o the Mass 

had caused such an ou t rage t h a t he was o rdered t o s top preach ing and 

the deputy i n q u i s i t o r N ico laus de Cast ro came t o t h e town t o take him 

by force . Forewarned, Coo l tuyn f l e d t o Emden where he Jo ined the 
80 

Reformed Church and was a preacher u n t i l h i s dea th in 1567. 

81 

Pat evange l i der armen (1559) was p u b l i s h e d , as Cooltuyn 

e x p l a i n e d in a p re face dated 12 January 1559 t o s e t f o r t h h is b e l i e f s 

and t o e x p l a i n h i s f l i g h t . Having l e f t Alkmaar C o o l t u y n was accused o f 

coward ice by h i s enemies who argued t h a t h i s f l i g h t proved the f a l s i t y 

o f h i s v iews, Coo l t uyn , however, i n s i s t e d t h a t h i s r e f u s a l t o remain 

in Alkmaar and d i s p u t e w i t h h is adve rsa r i es was because h i s opponents 

would expect him t o defend h i s views by t h e i r p r i n c i p l e s and not by the 

S c r i p t u r e s , In a d d i t i o n , he quoted C h r i s t ' s command t o h is d i s c i p l e s 

t o f l e e t o another c i t y when persecuted as a f u r t h e r j u s t i f i c a t i o n o f 

his f l i g h t . His b e l i e f s as set f o r t h in Pat evange l i der armen shou ld 
# 82 

be judged , Cool tuyn m a i n t a i n e d , on l y by the l i g h t o f the S c r i p t u r e s . 

For the most p a r t Pat e v a n g e l i der armen is an independent work . 

Neve r the less , Cool tuyn i s , a t t imes , less o r i g i n a l than has sometimes 

been supposed. In a second p re face which deals w i t h the Mass, f o r 

example, Cool tuyn is both t e x t u a l l y and t h e o l o g i c a l l y indebted t o 

C a l v i n . Each o f h i s f i v e bas ic o b j e c t i o n s t o the Mass is borrowed from 
83 

t he I ns t i t u t e s . The f o u r t h argument, t h a t the Mass robs us o f the 

b e n e f i t o f C h r i s t ' s death shows the na tu re o f t h i s d e b t : 

80 IX, pp.233-239. 

81 On 7 December 1558 one Jan Buidelmaker o f A lkmaar was banished from 
Enkhuizen f o r s e l l i n g h e r e t i c a l books by C o o l t u y n , Th i s has led 
P i j p e r and Cramer t o suggest t h a t t he re may have been an e a r l i e r 
e d i t i o n o f the Evange l i der armen pub l i shed in 1558 w i t h o u t the 
accompanying l e t t e r and a t t a c k on the Mass. BRN IX, p .209 . The 
endur ing appeal o f Coo l tuyn is demonstrated in t h e r e p u b l i c a t i o n 
o f the Evange l i der Armen by Adr iaen HeImichsz a t Gorinchem as 
l a t e as 1611 (copy in The Hague KB). 

82 BRN IX, pp.239-241, 

83 Compare BRN IX, pp.245-250 w i t h J, C a l v i n , I n s t i t u t i o n o f the 
Christ ian re 1 i g i o n , ed, F , L , B a t t l e s ( A t l a n t a , 1975) , pp ,157-160 , 
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Cool tuyn 

'Ten v i e r d e n so beneemt ons d i e 
Misse d i e v ruch t weick wt de doot 

C h r i s t i t o t ons quam, d ie w i j l e 
sy d o e t , da t wy den su lu i ghen n i e t 
bekennen, ende daer op n i e t dencken: 
Wie sa l dencken, dat hy doer 
C h r i s t u s doot v e r l o s t i s , a l s hy 
een nieuwe v e r l o s s i n g h e in d i e Misse 
s i e t ? Wie sa l betrouwen, dat hem 
s i j n sonden vergheuen s i j n , doer 
C h r i s t u s doo t , a l s hy in de Misse 
een nieuwe vergheuinghe s i e t : Dat 
d ie Pap is ten h i e r op w i l l e n segghen: 
datmen op gheen ander w i j s e in d i e 
Misse der sonden vergheuinghe 
c r i j g h e n , dan, want d i e s u l u i j g h e 
doer C h r i s t u s doodt verworuen i s , 
mach den Misse n i e t verschoonen: 
want sy bewi jsen daer anders n i e t 
made, dan dat wy op d ie c o n d i c i e , 
van Chr is t o , doer s i j n doot v e r l o s t 
s i j n , dat wy ons se l ue r met d i e 
Missen s u l l e n v e r l o s s e n , a l soe dat 
d i e P a s s i j C h r i s t i a l l e e n so lde 
s i j n , een exempe1 des v e r l o s s i n g s , 
doer welcken wy so lden leeren onse 
eyghen verlogsers s i j n . ' 84 

Ca lv i n 

'Now I must d i s c u s s the f o u r t h 
f u n c t i o n o f t h e Mass, t ha t i t robs 
us o f the b e n e f i t which was coming 
t o us from C h r i s t ' s death , w h i l e 
i t causes us not t o recognize or 
ponder i t . For who can t h i n k 
h i m s e l f redeemed by C h r i s t ' s dea th , 
when he has seen new redemption in 
the Mass? Who can t r u s t t h a t h is 
s ins are f o r g i v e n , when he has seen 
a new f o r g i v e n e s s ? And i t is no 
way out t o say t h a t we o b t a i n 
f o rg i veness o f s ins in the Mass 
s o l e l y because i t has a l ready been 
purchased by C h r i s t ' s death . Th i s 
amounts t o n o t h i n g e l s e than t o 
boast t h a t we have been redeemed by 
C h r i s t on c o n d i t i o n t h a t we redeem 
o u r s e l v e s ; f o r t h i s is the k ind o f 
d o c t r i n e t h a t is spread abroad by 
Sa tan 's m i n i s t e r s , and today is 
defended w i t h s h o u t i n g , sword and 
f i r e : t h a t we, when we o f f e r 
C h r i s t t o t h e Father in the Mass, 
by t h i s ac t o f o b l a t i o n o b t a i n 
fo rg i veness o f s i ns and are made 
p a r t i c i p a n t s i n C h r i s t ' s pass ion . 
What now remains o f C h r i s t ' s 
Pass ion, e x c e p t t h a t i t is an 
example o f redempt ion by which we 
learn t h a t we are our own 
redeemers. ' 85 

X X I I I Daden, D ie , werken ende l e e r i j n g h e ons heeren Ihesu C h r i s t i 

ende des Paus. 

Appear ing w i t h o u t name of au tho r or date of p u b l i c a t i o n t h i s 

pamphlet bore the f a n t a s t i c a l colophon 'Buyten Rome in S. P i e t e r s H o f 

Th i s address , more an e x t e n s i o n o f the po lemica l n a t u r e o f the work 

ra the r than a d e l i b e r a t e a t tempt t o dece ive , sugges ts t h a t Die daden. 

84 BRN IX, p .249. 

85 J. C a l v i n , o p . c i t . p.159-

86 NK675. 
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werken ende l e e r i l n g h e was p r o b a b l y p r i n t e d in 1520s , Forged addresses 

a r e not uncommon in e v a n g e l i c a l books p r i n t e d in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s between 

1520 and 1540, bu t such p a t e n t l y s a t i r i c a l c o l o p h o n s a re i n d i c a t i v e o f 
A? 

an e a r l y d a t e . 

D ie daden, werken ende l e e r i j n g h e p u r p o r t s t o be a t r a n s l a t i o n o f 
88 

a French w o r k . In r e a l i t y , however , i t is an a d a p t a t i o n o f t he 

German P a s s i o n a l C h r i s t i und A n t i c h r i s t ! . F i r s t p u b l i s h e d in May 1521, 

t he Pass iona1 c o n t a i n e d t w e n t y s i x woodcuts by Lucas Cranach the E l d e r 

c o n t r a s t i n g C h r i s t and t h e papacy, C h r i s t ' s r e j e c t i o n o f w o r l d l y 

a u t h o r i t y , f o r examp le , is compared w i t h the p o p e ' s s e i z u r e o f t empora l 

power . L i k e w i s e , C h r i s t ' s wash ing o f h i s d i s c i p l e ' s f e e t is c o n t r a s t e d 

w i t h the k i s s i n g o f the pope ' s f e e t by emperors a n d k i n g s . For each 

woodcut Me lanch thon s u p p l i e d a b r i e f commentary , t h e commentary on 

C h r i s t b e i n g based on S c r i p t u r e t e x t s , and t h a t on t h e papacy on papal 

d e c r e t a l s . S i m i l a r compar i sons between C h r i s t and the papacy had been 

made in L u t h e r ' s An den c h r i s t l i c h e n Ade l d e u t s c h e n N a t i o n ( 1 5 2 0 ) , but 

t he Pass iona1 may have been based on a H u s s i t e m a n u s c r i p t in the 

p o s s e s s i o n o f U l r i c von H u t t e n w h i c h , l i k e the Pass iona 1, c o n t r a s t e d 

the pope r i d i n g on a w h i t e ho rse t o C h r i s t ' s e n t r y i n t o Je rusa lem on 
89 an a s s . 

D ie daden werken ende l e e r i j n q h e is n o t , howeve r , a s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d 

t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e Pass i ona1 . There a r e a number o f s i g n i f i c a n t 

d i f f e r e n c e s between the two w o r k s : in t he f i r s t p l a c e t h e Dutch 

v e r s i o n c o n t a i n s no i l l u s t r a t i o n s ; second , i t makes s i x t e e n compar isons 

between C h r i s t and t h e papacy , whereas the P a s s i o n a l makes o n l y t h i r t e e n ; 

87 M,E. K ronenbe rg , Verboden boeken en o p s t a n d i g e d r u k k e r s in de 
h e r v o r m i n g s t i j d (Amsterdam] 1948) , p . 1 5 4 n , 1 5 8 - 1 6 0 , 

88 Die daden werken ende l e e r i j n g h e E i v . ' D i e we 1 o u e r m e r c k t hebbende 
m i j n b r e e d e r s so hebb i c k voor goe t anghes ien t o t u 1 i e d e r d i e n s t 
ende v o o r d e r i j n g h e d i t Bouck wt d i e F r a n t s c h e t a l e in onse 
n e d e r l a n s c t h e ( s i c ) sp rake t e b r i n g e n . ' I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t t he 
t r a n s l a t o r i s t e l l i n g the t r u t h and Die daden w e r k e n ende l e e r i j n g h e 
was t r a n s l a t e d from F r e n c h . See WA9 p p . 6 9 6 - 6 9 7 , A n t i t h e s e des 
f a i c t s de lesus C h r i s t & du Pape ( 1 5 2 8 ) . T h i s w o u l d make t h e Dutch 
v e r s i o n o f a l a t e r d a t e , 

89 G, F l e m i n g , 'On the o r i g i n o f the P a s s i o n a l C h r i s t i und A n t i c h r i s t ! 
and Lucas Cranach the E l d e r ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n t o R e f o r m a t i o n p o l e m i c s 
in t he i conog raphy o f the Pass i o n a 1 ' , Gu tenberg J a h r b u c h ( 1 9 7 3 ) , 
p . 3 5 7 . 
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and t h i r d , i t s commentaries are g e n e r a l l y f u l l e r than those o f the 

Pass iona1, probab ly because o f the absence o f i l l u s t r a t i o n s . The 

comparison between C h r i s t r i d i n g i n t o Jerusalem on a donkey in h u m i l i t y 

and the pope r i d i n g on a s t a l l i o n in pomp and i m p e r i a l sp lendor may be 

used t o i l l u s t r a t e : 

Pass iona 1 Die daden, werken ende l e e r i j n g h e 

Chr i s t , 

'S i ch an, de in kon igk 
kompt d i r demuetigk u f f 
e inem i ungen ese 1. 

Mathei 21. A l so i s t 
C h r i s t u s kommen, r e y t t e n d t 
u f f i n frembden e s e l l , arm 
und s a n f f t - m u t i g k , und 
reydt n i c h t au r e g i r e n 
szonder uns a l i e n zu eynem 
s e l i g e n t o d t e . Johannis 12. 

'Segt d i e doch te r S ion s i e t d i j n e n Coninck 
comt sachtmoedich/ende r y d t op een 
eze 1 inne/ende op eenen vuelen des l a s t 
draghenden E z e l s . 

A l so is C h r i s t u s ghecommen s i t t e n d e op 
een Eze l inne ende d i e ghe leen t ; aerme 
sachtmoedich ende v i e d e l l c k . 

N ie t om ghed ien t t e syne: maer om te 
d ienen , Niet om s i e l e n te verderuen: 
sender om d i e te behouden. 

N ie t om d i e Were I t t e verdommen maer om 
d i e Weerel t t e behonden. 

The pope 

'D ie g e y s t l i c h e n se ing 
a l i e konn ige , unnd das 
bezeygt d i e p l a t t e n u f f i m 
k o p f f e , duo 1 2 q . l . Der 
Bapst magk g leych wie der 
keysser r e y t t e n , und der 
keyszer i s t seyn t h r a b a n t 
u f f das b i s c h o f f 1 i c h e r 
w i rden g e h a l t n i c h t 
gemindert we rde .c . 
c o n s t a n t i n u s 9 6 . d i s . 
Der Bapst i s t a 1len 
vo l ekern und reychen 
vorgesaz t ex , vag .supe r 
gen tes , Johannis 22, 90 

'Den g e e s t e l i c k e n syn a l t emae l Coningen so 
h a e r l i e d e r gheschoren cop bedyt ende t e 
kennen g e e f t , Dese wyse: o f t maniere van 
scheren hebben sy van haer s e l f s Romsche 
o r d o n a t i e 1 2 , q , l . d u o . Daer a l so s t a e t : 
het es ons ghegeuen d a t wy ryden mogen a Is 
den Reiser d ie onsen t r a b a n t o f t e lacay is 
houdende den b r e i d e l van onsen peerde, 

Ende a l i e de g inne d i e onder ons syn 
behooren te gaene v e r c h i e r t a Is d i e hede1 
van des Ke ise rs h o f . Want a l i e g l o r i e eere 
ende K e i s e r l i c k e h o o c h e i t behoort ons t o e . 
So we 1 inder w e e r d i c h e i t a Is in ons o f f i c i e 
D ienst ende roup, 

K le i de ren peerden ende der g h e l i j c k e is 
ons a 1 gegheuen tsamen met dat gantsche 
westersche rycke D i s t . 9 . C o n s t a n t i n u s : Den 
Paus is houer a l l e v o l c k e n ende C o n i n c k r i j c k e n 
Ext ranag.Super g e n t e s , ' 91 

In h i s recent survey o f Reformat ion iconography Sc r i bne r I n t e r p r e t e d 

the Pass iona l on s i x d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s . In i t s s i m p l e s t form he sees i t 

90 WA9 p.709. 

91 Die daden werken ende l e e r i j n g h e , C3r. 
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as an i l l u s t r a t e d m o r a l i t y p lay c o n t r a s t i n g C h r i s t i a n v i r t u e s such as 

h u m i l i t y and s i m p l i c i t y w i t h w o r l d l y v i c e s . Second, i t con t r as t s t r u e 

C h r i s t i a n i t y and f a l s e r e l i g i o n . T h i r d , i t is p a t e n t l y a n t i c l e r i c a l . 

F o u r t h , i t a t t a c k s the secu la r power o f the papacy. F i f t h , i t r e j e c t s 

w a r f a r e as u n f i t t i n g fo r the C h r i s t i a n . F i n a l l y , i t i d e n t i f i e s the 
92 

papacy as A n t i c h r i s t . Much o f S c r i b n e r ' s a n a l y s i s holds good f o r 

Die daden werken ende l e e r i j n g h e , though the appearance o f the t e x t in 

the Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n w i t h o u t the woodcuts i n d i c a t e s t h a t t e x t and 

image are not as i n e x t r i c a b l y bound t o g e t h e r as he sugges ts . i t is not 

known why the Cranach woodcuts were o m i t t e d from t h e Dutch t e x t . 

Perhaps the o r i g i n a l b locks were not a v a i l a b l e and t he cost o f c u t t i n g 

new ones was p r o h i b i t i v e , John F r i t h ' s Eng l i sh r e n d e r i n g o f the 

Pass i ona l , A n t i t h e s i s where in are compared t o qeder C h r i s t e s ac tes and 

pure ho lye f a t h e r the Popes a l s o lacks the Cranach woodcuts , p robab ly 
93 

f o r the same reason. 

XXIV Een expos i t i e op den hondersten en s e s s e n t w i n t i c h s t e n psalm van 

David 

94 

Th is commentary on Psalm 127 was p r i n t e d w i t h o u t p lace or date 

o f p u b l i c a t i o n , o s t e n s i b l y by N ic laes van O l d e n b o r c h W i j n m a n , 

however, has observed t h a t the p r i n t e r o f t h i s t r a c t and the f i r s t 
e d i t i o n o f the Waerheyt o n d e r w i j s ^ ^ used types wh i ch have been i d e n t i f i e d 

97 

w i t h those o f Mattheus Crom and Steven Mierdmans, As f o r i t s c o n t e n t s , 

t h i s pamphlet has no po lem ica l i n t e n t i o n . i t is a work o f e d i f i c a t i o n 

which i n t e r p r e t s the Psalm as a p r o p h e t i c d e c l a r a t i o n o f our redemption 

in C h r i s t , 

92 R,W. S c r i b n e r , For the sake of s imp le f o l k (Cambr idge, 1981), 
pp.155-157. 

93 STC 11394. 

94 The t i t l e f o l l o w s the Vu lga te enumerat ion and t h e r e f o r e Psalm 127 is 
numbered as 126. 

95 NK9I5. Kronenberg dates i t c1540. 

96 NK2193. 

97 H.F. Wijnman, 'De antwerpse hervormingsgezinde d r u k k e r Mattheus 
Crom en z i j n naast omgev ing ' , £P XL ( I 9 6 2 ) , pp .115 -116 . 
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XXV Fon teyne , De, des 1evens 

The Fonteyne des levens was one o f t h e most f r e q u e n t l y r e p u b l i s h e d 

o f a l l Dutch e v a n g e l i c a l pamph le t s . D i s c o u n t i n g no longer e x t a n t 

c o p i e s some t e n Dutch e d i t i o n s o f t h i s wo rk a p p e a r e d between 1533 and 

1619. In a d d i t i o n , t h e Fonteyne was a l s o p u b l i s h e d in f i v e o t h e r 

languages - L a t i n ( f i v e e d i t i o n s ) , F rench (seven e d i t i o n s ) , E n g l i s h 

( two e d i t i o n s ) , German (one e d i t i o n ) and I t a l i a n (one e d i t i o n ) . 

The o r i g i n s o f t h e Fonteyne a r e o b s c u r e . B o t h Sepp and Droz were 

o f t h e o p i n i o n t h a t t h e work was f i r s t p u b l i s h e d I n L a t i n as t he Fons 

98 Du tch . 
i ) D e l f t , Corn . H e n r i c z . L e t t e r s n I J d e r , 1533. NK3034. 
i i ) A n t w e r p , A d r . van Berghen, 1535. NK3035. 
i l i ) L e i d e n , P e t e r Jansz . ( c 1 5 4 0 ) . NK3036. 
I v ) Amsterdam, Jan Ewootzoon ( c l 5 5 0 ) , B L 8 4 3 . e . 1 7 ( 3 ) . 
v) A n t w e r p , Ameet T a v e r n i e r , 1564. Le iden UB1498 G 1 2 ( 2 ) . 
v l ) A n t w e r p , Ameet T a v e r n i e r , 1567. H. C a r t e r and HDL V e r v l i e t , 

C I v i l i t e t y p e s ( O x f o r d , I 9 6 6 ) , p . 9 6 A n t w e r p MPM. Not r e c o r d e d 
in B T . 

v l l ) A n t w e r p , Ameet T a v e r n i e r , 1572. BT58IO. 
v l i i ) S t e e n w i j k , Herman ' t Z a n g e r s , I58O. MÊ  I I , p . 3 4 7 . 
i x ) D e l f t , A e l b e r t H e n d r l c k s z , 1582. P r i v a t e c o l l e c t i o n a t B r a s s c h a a t . 

Be lg i um. 
x ) R o t t e r d a m , Jan van Waesberghe, 1619. Amsterdam UB. 

L a t i n : - Fons v i t a e . 
X I ) A n t w e r p , M a r t i n de K e y s e r , 1533. NK945. 
x l i ) P a r i s , Pet rum R e g n a u l t , 1538, H.M. Adams, C a t a l o g u e o f books 

p r i n t e d on t h e c o n t i n e n t o f Eu rope , 1501-1600 (Cambr idge, 1^67) 
F705. 

x l l i ) P a r i s , loannes B ignon , 1538. P a r i s BN.D .35244 . 
x l v ) P a r i s , loannes Par rum, 1540, B . L . 4 4 0 5 . a . 5 5 . 
x v ) Ghent , G. Sa lenson , 1555. F, Vanderhaegen. B I b l l o g r a p h i e 

q a n t o l s e (Ghent , I 8 5 8 - 6 9 ) 12067, 
F r e n c h : - F o n t a i n e de v i e . 

x v i ) P a r i s , A r n o u l L a n g e l i e r , 1540, E, D roz , Chemlns de 1 ' h e r e s l e 
(Geneva, 1970-1976) , I , p . 2 9 9 . 

x v l i ) P a r i s , Jean de T o u r n e s , 1543. I b i d . p . 3 0 2 , 
x v i i i ) P a r i s , Jean R u e l l e , 1547. I b i d . p . 3 0 2 . 
x i x ) Lyon, Jacques B e r j o n , 1549. I b i d . p . 3 0 2 . 
XX) Lyon, Jean S a u g r a i n , I56O. I b i d , p . 3 0 2 . 
x x i ) A n t w e r p , C h r i s t o p h e r P l a n t i n , 1564, BT5809. 

E n g l i s h : - The f o u n t a y n e or w e l l o f l y f e . 
x x i I ) T . Godfray , (c1535) STC 11211. 
x x i i l ) 1548-49. STC 11211 .2 . 

German: - Brunne des Lebens 
x x l v ) Nu renberg , K. G e r l a c h i n and Johannes vom Berg E rben , 1583. 

B . L . 3 1 0 7 . 8 . 1 0 ( 2 ) . 
I t a l i a n : - Fontana de v i t a . 

xxv) 1583. B . L . 3 1 0 7 . 3 . 1 0 ( 1 ) . 
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99 

V i t ae and then t r a n s l a t e d into Dutch. Close examination o f the 

e a r l i e s t e x t a n t e d i t i o n s o f the Fonteyne and the Pons, however, casts 

doubt upon t h e i r ch rono logy . The colophon o f the e a r l i e s t Dutch 

e d i t i o n g ives 1533 as the date o f p u b l i c a t i o n : 

'Gheprent t o t D e l f t in H o l l a n t b i mi Co rne l is 
henr iczoen L e t t e r s n i j d e r , Anno M.CCCC ende 

The p r e f a c e , however, is dated 21 Ju ly 1532,*^* presumably the date a t 

which the t e x t went t o p r i n t . Bear ing in mind t h a t the e a r l i e s t e x t a n t 
102 

L a t i n e d i t i o n was not pub l i shed u n t i l September 1533 and t h a t i t s 

p re face is dated 4 August 1533,^^^ p r i o r i t y shou ld be g iven t o the Dutch 

t e x t . Since the Dutch e d i t i o n was a p p a r e n t l y a t t h e press by Ju ly 

1532, f o r the L a t i n v e r s i o n to have preceded i t , we must suppose t h a t 

i t ga thered dust a t the p r i n t e r s f o r some f i f t e e n months before 

p u b l i c a t i o n . I t is f a r more l i k e l y t h a t the L a t i n v e r s i o n came i n t o 

e x i s t e n c e some t i r e between Ju ly 1532 and e a r l y 1533 .^^^ Since the 

Fonteyne was not p r o t e c t e d by p r i v i l e g e the re was n o t h i n g to p revent i t s 

t r a n s l a t i o n i n t o L a t i n and p u b l i c a t i o n by a d i f f e r e n t p u b l i s h i n g f i r m . 

We cannot be e n t i r e l y c e r t a i n , however, t h a t t h e Dutch e d i t i o n is 

the o r i g i n a l t e x t , Henr icus A n t o n i i Nerdenus in h i s P r a e f a t i o sys tema t i s 

theo loq ic i ( I 6 I I ) a l l e g e s t h a t the f i r s t e d i t i o n o f the work was 

pub l i shed in Amsterdam, but t ha t in 1533 a F r a n c i s c a n f rom Brabant 
105 

j ou rneyed n o r t h and had the whole e d i t i o n d e s t r o y e d . Yet even i f 

Nerdenus's account is a c c u r a t e ^ ^ ^ t h i s does not r e s o l v e the problem o f 

99 Verboden l e c t u u r , p .202 . E. Droz, o p . c i t . p .298 , 

100 Fonteyne des levens. D e l f t , Corn, H e n r i c z . L e t t e r s n i j d e r , 1533. 
D v i i i v , 

101 I b i d A i v . 

102 Pons v i t a e , An twerp , Mar t , de Keyser , 1533, H v i i i r . 

103 I b i d A i i i r . 

104 S . J . L e n s e l i n k , De neder landse psa Imbefi jminqen van de sou te r 1 iedekens 
t o t Datheen (Assen, 195977 p .240 . 

105 J.G. De Hoop S c h e f f e r , Geschiedewider ke rkhe rvo rm ing in Neder land 
van haar on t s taan t o t 1531 (Amsterdam, 1873), p . 4 3 0 . 

106 M. Schoock, L ibe r de bonis vu lgo e c c l e s i a s t i c i s C h r i s t i s (Gron ingen, 
1651), p .526. g i ves 1541 as the date when the F ranc i scan burn t the 
Fonteyne. 
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pr imacy . As Nerdenus was w r i t i n g in L a t i n i t is u n c e r t a i n whether the 

no longer e x t a n t Fons v i t a e to which he r e f e r s was a L a t i n or a Dutch 

work . Nor can t e x t u a l comparison he lp us t o i d e n t i f y e i t h e r the 

Fonteyne or the Fons as the o r i g i n a l work . The L a t i n t e x t is borrowed 

f rom the Vu lgate whereas the Dutch depends on t h e Vorsterman B i b l e ^ ^ ^ 

and thus n e i t h e r can be shown t o have been d e r i v e d f rom the o t h e r . 

Marg ina l re fe rences f o r each p o r t i o n o f S c r i p t u r e a re g iven in both 

ve rs i ons which made t h i s t r a c t easy t o t r a n s f e r f r o m one language t o 

a n o t h e r . Rather than being t r a n s l a t e d i t cou ld be p ieced t oge the r f rom 

the B i b l e , 

On ba lance , however, we conclude t h a t the Du tch ve rs i on is the 

o r i g i n a l . A n i n e t e e n t h cen tu ry i nven to ry o f manusc r i p t s and books 

compi led by Ph .J . baron van Zuy len van N i j e v e l t van H i n d e r s t e i n , a 

descendant o f W i l l em van Zuylen van N y e v e l t , a u t h o r o f the 

Souter1 iedekens (1551) , has as i t s f i r s t e n t r y 

'Fonteyn des levens Vuyte h e i l i g e S c h r i f t by een 
getogen door loncker Wi l l em van Zuyten van 
Nyeve l t den Ouden In t Jaer ons Heeren V y f t h y e n 
honder t twee ende d e r t i c h . ' 109 

Since t h i s f a m i l y t r a d i t i o n knows on l y a Fonteyne and no Fons, and 

s i n c e i t is suggested t h a t W i l l em van Zuy len van Nyeve l t w ro te r a t h e r 

than merely t r a n s l a t e d the Fonteyne, t h i s would appear t o c o n f i r m the 

v iew t h a t the Fonteyne began l i f e as a Dutch work . 

107 S .J . Lense l i nk o p . c i t , p .240 , 

108 Ib id . p .240. 

109 I b i d . p .237 . Though w r i t t e n in s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y Dutch t h i s e n t r y 
cannot have been w r i t t e n by W i l l em van Zuy len van Nyeve l t h i m s e l f 
as i t r e f e r s t o W i l l em van Zuylen van Nyeve l t den Ouden. I t may 
have been w r i t t e n by h is son who was a l s o c a l l e d W i l l e m van Zuy len 
van N y e v e l t . 
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XXVI Gelooue, Van d a t , aen Jesum Chr i s tum 

Inc luded in t h ree e d i t i o n s o f O t to B r u n f e l s ' c o m p i l a t i o n work Dat 

gulden g h e b e d e b o e c x k e n , ^ t h i s t r a c t was a l s o p r i n t e d as a separa te 

work . Two e d i t i o n s are known, one pub l i shed by A l b e r t Pa f rae t c l 5 3 0 , ^ ^ ^ 
112 

the o the r by Matthe us Crom c l540 . 

XXVII Ghelooue, hope ende l i e f d e . Hoe een y e g h e l i j c k hem daer 
113 

d a q h e l i c x in oe f fenen s a l . 

P r i n t e d by Mierdmans and pub l i shed by Crom i n 1543 Ghelooue, hope 

ende l i e f d e is a s h o r t c a t e c h e t i c a l t r a c t . In a d d i t i o n t o the s tandard 

Ten Commandments, Lo rd ' s Prayer and A p o s t l e s ' Creed , i t a l s o c o n t a i n s 

the Nicene and A thanas ian Creeds. 

XXVI I I GNAPHEUS, WILLEM, D i s p u t a c i e welcke g h e s c h i e t is in den Haghe 

tusschen d i e ke t t e rmees te r s en Jan van Woorden. 

In a l l the Bib l iotheca Belgica l i s t s ten e d i t i o n s (seven Dutch and 

t h r e e L a t i n ) o f t h i s account o f the death o f Jan de Bakker, the 

p r o t o m a r t y r o f the Refo rmat ion in the n o r t h e r n N e t h e r l a n d s , ^ ' ^ A 

s u b s t a n t i a l p a r t o f the D i s p u t a c i e was w r i t t e n by W i l l e m Gnapheus 

p robab ly e i t h e r d u r i n g h i s imprisonment w i t h de Bakker or s h o r t l y a f t e r 
115 

the l a t t e r ' s e x e c u t i o n on 15 September 1525. The f i n a l s e c t i o n , 

however, is by an unknown a u t h o r . ' ' ^ 

110 NK2576, 503-504. 

111 NK3064. 

112 NK966. 

113 BT1246. Machiels Gl47. 

114 B i b l i o t h e c a Be lg i ca G169-176. Dutch e d i t i o n s da ted 1525-29 
(p robab ly i n c o r r e c t ) c1556, undated, 1578, 1652, 1657, I858, L a t i n 
1546, 1649, 1650. In a d d i t i o n , both the Dutch and the L a t i n v e r s i o n 
o f Gnapheus's account are r e p r i n t e d by P. F r e d e r i c q . £D^ IV, pp.406-496, 

115 For the l i f e o f Gnapheus see pp .281-283 . 

116 CD IV, pp.494-495. 
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The e a r l i e s t known e d i t i o n o f the D i spu tac ie bears the colophon 

'By my, Peeter S t e s s e r , a l i a s Lodowi jck H e t s e r ' , a l o n g w i t h the mot to 
1 17 

'0 God, v e r i e s t d i e gheuanghenl ' Ludwig Haetzer (1500-1529) was a 

Swiss r a d i c a l o f s p i r i t u a l i z i n g and A n a b a p t i s t t endenc ies who was 

executed f o r h i s f a i t h a t Constance on 4 February 1 5 2 9 , ' ^ ^ Haetzer is 

best known as the t r a n s l a t o r and au tho r o f numerous Reformat ion t r a c t s . 

The appearance o f h i s name on the colophon o f the D ispu tac ie is c l e a r l y 

an a t tempt t o dece i ve . Neve r t he l ess , the Dutch p r i n t e r who used t h i s 

f i c t i t i o u s address went to c o n s i d e r a b l e lengths t o ensure accuracy . 

Not on ly d i d he use Hae t ze r ' s name but a l s o a Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n o f h is 

mot to '0 Got, e r l o s z d ie Gfangen' t o g e t h e r w i t h a Dutch render ing o f 

h is Worms p u b l i s h e r Peter S c h o f f e r . Th i s being t he case, one is tempted 

t o suggest t h a t t h i s colophon is more than a comp le te f a b r i c a t i o n . 

Poss ib l y i t p rov ides a c lue as t o the a u t h o r s h i p o f the f i n a l s e c t i o n 

of the D i spu tac i e . Gerardus Geldenhauer (1482-1542) the Dutch humanist 

and e v a n g e l i c a l sympath iser was in Worms in 1526-27 where he may have 

been in touch w i t h Haetzer whose German e d i t i o n o f A1 le propheten he 

t r a n s l a t e d i n t o Dutch (1527). '^^ Fu r the rmore , Geldenhauer was present 

a t the death o f de Bakker and r e l a t e d the s t o r y o f h i s martyrdom t o 
120 

others a f t e r w a r d s . I t may be t h a t Ge1denhauer ' s n a r r a t i o n was 

p u b l i s h e d s e p a r a t e l y a t Worms in 1526-27 w i t h a s i m i l a r colophon and 

then tacked on t o Gnapheus's account a t a l a t e r d a t e . 

117 NKIOO9. Kronenberg a t t r i b u t e s t h i s e d i t i o n o f t he D i sputac ie t o 
N ic laes van Oldenborch and dates i t between 15 September 1525 and 
1 December 1529. Wijnman, however, a s c r i b e s i t t o Mattheus Crom 
which would push the date o f p u b l i c a t i o n f o r w a r d t o the e a r l y 1540s. 
H.F. Wijnman, 'The mys te r i ous s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y p r i n t e r N i c l aes van 
Oldenborch: Antwerp or Emden' in S tud ia b i b l i o g r a p h i c a in honorem 
Herman de la Fonta ine Verwey (Amsterdam, 1968) , p .451 . 

118 MJE I I , p .625. 

119 C. A u g u s t i j n , 'De Vo rs te rmanb i j be 1 van 1528 ' , NAK LVI (1975) , p .84 , 

120 Co l l ec tanea van Gerardus G&ldgnhauer Noviomaqus» t a d . - P r i n s e n , 
p.79 . 
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XXIX GNAPHEUS, WILLEM, T roos t ende s p i e q e l der s i ecken 

The e a r l i e s t e x t a n t e d i t i o n o f the T roos t was pub l i shed w i t h o u t 

acknowledging Gnapheus as au thor by the mys te r i ous N ic laes van 

Oldenborch in 1531 and a second, and s i m i l a r l y anonymous e d i t i o n 
121 

f o l l o w e d from the same press a year l a t e r . The T roos t was aga in 

r e p r i n t e d a t Emden in 1557 by G i l l e s van Erven, t h i s t ime acknowledging 
122 

the now aged Dutchman as a u t h o r . Th i s l a t e r e d i t i o n , r e p r i n t e d in 
123 

1577, was, however a s u b s t a n t i a l r e v i s i o n o f t he o r i g i n a l t e x t and 

appeared under a new t i t l e , Tobias ende Lazarus m i t qrooter n e r s t i c h e y d t 

q h e c o r r i q e e r t . In a d d i t i o n , Gnapheus added a new p re face addressed t o 

the n o b i l i t y , c o u n c i l s and government o f f i c i a l s o f Ho l land which 

con ta ined much a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l d e t a i l and i n f o r m a t i o n about h i s 

w r i t i n g o f the T r o o s t . 

W i l l em Gnapheus (1493-1568) , one t ime r e c t o r o f the grammar school 

a t The Hague, was one o f the e a r l i e s t sympath ise rs o f the e v a n g e l i c a l 

cause in the Ne the r lands . As e a r l y as 1523 he ran i n t o t r o u b l e w i t h 

the a u t h o r i t i e s f o r h i s o p p o s i t i o n t o ' de r Ceremonien ende va lsche Gods 

d i e n s t ' o f Satan, and was impr isoned w i t h C o r n e l l s Hoen, the au thor 

o f the E p i s t o l a C h r i s t i a n a admodum as a r e s u l t . On t h i s occas ion both 

men escaped r e l a t i v e l y l i g h t l y being re leased on a s u r e t y put up by 

two men by the name o f W i l l em Sonderdanck and Jan S p l i n t e r t h a t they 
125 

remained in The Hague f o r a pe r i od o f two yea rs . In 1525, however, 

Gnapheus ran i n t o f u r t h e r t r o u b l e on account o f a l e t t e r he had w r i t t e n 

c o n s o l i n g a widow over her son 's d e c i s i o n t o q u i t t he monast ic l i f e . 

He po in ted out t h a t acco rd i ng to S t . Paul the C h r i s t i a n l i f e does not 

c o n s i s t o f f ood , d r i n k , t i m e s , c l o t h e s or p laces (as w i t h the monast ic 

l i f e ) , but o f a f i r m f a i t h in God, and o f a s i n c e r e love o f God and one 's 

ne ighbour , v i r t u e s wh ich her son was capable o f e x e r c i s i n g now as 

121 NKlOlO and 3108, Wijnman has cas t doubt on t h e r e l i a b i l i t y o f the 
d a t i n g o f both these e d i t i o n s . See p. 18. 

122 Amsterdam UB 767F5. 

123 U t rech t UB, The T r o o s t was a l s o t r a n s l a t e d i n t o E n g l i s h , See 
STC 11470.5. 

124 W. Gnapheus, Tob ias ende Lazarus (1557) . A w . 

125 CD IV, pp.237-238. 
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k f 126 
b e f o r e . 

As a r e s u l t o f t h i s ' a t t a c k ' on t h e m o n a s t i c l i f e Gnapheus s u f f e r e d 

the d o u b t l e s s i rksome p e n a l t y o f t h r e e months c o n f i n e m e n t in a monastery 

on a d i e t o f bread and b e e r . I t was d u r i n g t h i s t i m e , Gnapheus i n f o rms 

us , t h a t he w r o t e t h e T r o o s t , p a r t l y prompted by t h e i n c r e a s i n g 

p e r s e c u t i o n in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s and p a r t l y by the P e a s a n t s ' War w h i c h 
127 

had g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d the number o f widows and o r p h a n s . O r i g i n a l l y , 

Gnapheus t e l l s us , he d i d n o t i n t e n d t o p u b l i s h h i s book and i t appeared 

in p r i n t w i t h o u t h i s knowledge or c o n s e n t . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t he T r o o s t 

bore much f r u i t and b r o u g h t a good many peop le t o an u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f 
128 

t he e v a n g e l i c a l f a i t h . 

Even a f t e r h i s r e l e a s e f rom the m o n a s t e r y , h o w e v e r , Gnapheus's 

t r o u b l e s were n o t o v e r . A new scanda l a r o s e in 1528 when a p i e c e o f 

sausage was d i s c o v e r e d in a s tew in h i s k i t c h e n d u r i n g the Lenten f a s t . 

Gnapheus de fended h i m s e l f by a r g u i n g t h a t the sausage was t o s a t i s f y 

t h e c r a v i n g o f a p r e g n a n t women (canon law made an e x c e p t i o n t o p r e g n a n t 

women) and r i d i c u l e d t h e government f o r t he amount o f f uss made ove r 

such a t r i f l i n g a f f a i r : 

'Deze zake i s by den Heeren, S t a d h o l d e r ende 
den ganschen Raed t , zo hoogh gheweghen, 
datmen twee daghen l a n g k , d i e ghemeine 
zaecken des ganschen l a n d t s 1 i e t a n s t a e n , om 
a l l e e n c o n s u l t a t i e ouer de w o r s t e t e houden . 
Daer worden de Doc too ren de r medet i jnen 
v e r h o o r d t ende a f g h e u r a e g h t , o f t h e t o o c k 
n a t u r l i c k w a e r , d a t de zwanger vrouwen l u s t 

126 W. Gnapheus, T o b i a s ende Laza rus , A v i r . 

127 T h i s r e f e r e n c e t o i n c r e a s i n g p e r s e c u t i o n p r o b a b l y r e l a t e s t o t h e 
mar ty rdom o f de Bakker s i n c e t h e m a r g i n a l co lumn a t t h i s p o i n t in 
the t e x t g i v e s t h e d a t e as 1525. 

128 W. Gnapheus, T o b i a s ende Laza rus , A v i r - v , 
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solden moghen hebben, om v leesch te e t e n in 
den vas ten? ' 129 

The d e c i s i o n went a g a i n s t Gnapheus and he was sentenced to be taken 

dead o r a l i v e . He managed to avo id being a r r e s t e d however, by absen t i ng 

h i m s e l f f rom The Hague, though h i s mother and s i s t e r were taken 
130 

p r i s o n e r . 

F l e e i n g t o P r u s s i a , Gnapheus became a r e c t o r a t E l b i n g in 1535-

In 1543 he moved n o r t h eas t to Konigsbergen where he took up an 

appoin tment a t the U n i v e r s i t y as r e c t o r and p r o f e s s o r o f ph i l osophy . 

Even in e x i l e , however, he ran i n t o d i f f i c u l t i e s and in 154-7 he was 

accused o f Anabaptism (p robab ly because h i s sac ramen ta r i an views on the 

Lo rd ' s Supper were unacceptable to l o c a l Lu the rans ) discharcjecJand 

excommunicated. He f i n a l l y s e t t l e d in Emden as t h e t u t o r f o r the son 
13 1 

o f Countess Anna von Oldenburg and i t was here t h a t he c o r r e c t e d and 

repub l i shed the T r o o s t . 

In i t s o r i g i n a l form the T roos t c o n s i s t e d o f a d ia logue in t h ree 

pa r t s between th ree men, two ne ighbours named T imotheus and Tobias and 

t h e i r s i c k f r i e n d Lazarus, The f i r s t p a r t i s a c o n v e r s a t i o n between 

Timotheus and Tobias l a r g e l y on the shor tcomings o f contemporary 

r e l i g i o n and, in p a r t i c u l a r , the f a i l u r e o f the c l e r g y t o f u l f i l t h e i r 

p a s t o r a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . Par t two c o n s i s t s o f a d i a l ogue between 

Timotheus and Lazarus on how t o bear s u f f e r i n g , and the t h i r d p a r t o f a 

c o n v e r s a t i o n in which Tob ias adv ises Lazarus on how t o approach dea th . 

129 I b i d . A v i v - v i i r . ' Th i s mat te r was so h i g h l y regarded by the l o r d s , 
s tadhouder and the whole c o u n c i l , t h a t f o r two days long the genera l 
business o f the e n t i r e land was he ld up w h i l s t they he ld d i s c u s s i o n s 
over a sausage. Doctors o f medecine were heard and asked whether i t 
was n a t u r a l f o r a pregnant women t o have a c r a v i n g f o r meat d u r i n g a 
f a s t , ' 
On 26 February 1529 one Adam A e r t s e C h i r u g i j n was f i n e d f o u r t e e n 
g u i I d e r s by the Hof van Hoi land f o r e a t i n g sausages on a Saturday 
between Chr istmas and Candlemas and pork on Wh i t sun eve ( K n u t t e l 
4 6 ) . Poss ib l y t h i s case is r e l a t e d t o the i n c i d e n t t o wh ich Gnapheus 
r e f e r s . See a l s o J.G. De Hoop S c h e f f e r , o p . c i t . pp .539-540 , 

130 W, Gnapheus, Tobias ende Lazarus, A v i i r , 

131 NNBW I I I c o l , 4 7 1 , 
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The 1557 v e r s i o n , T o b i a s ende L a z a r u s , on t h e o t h e r hand , c o n s i s t s o f 

f o u r d i a l o g u e s between T h e o p h i l u s (who t a k e s t h e p l a c e o f T i m o t he u s ) , 

T o b i a s and L a z a r u s . The a d d i t i o n a l d i a l o g u e i s f o r m e d by a d i v i s i o n 

o f t h e second c o n v e r s a t i o n i n t h e T r o o s t i n t o a s e r i e s o f p o s i t i v e 

s t a t e m e n t s c o n c e r n i n g e v a n g e l i c a l c o m f o r t and a s e r i e s o f c r i t i c i s m s 

o f C a t h o l i c d e v o t i o n . F i n a l l y , T o b i a s ende L a z a r u s c o n t a i n s a l e n g t h y 

p r e f a c e w h i c h n o t o n l y g i v e s much i n f o r m a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g t h e o r i g i n s o f 

t h e T r o o s t , bu t a l s o shows Gnapheus dependence upon 

C a l v i n ' s I n s t i t u t e s . 

Gnapheus 

' T o t een w a e r t e e k e n , d a t a l i e 
J u s t i c i e r e n ende O f f i c i e r e n , 
R e c h t e r e n ende R e g e n t e n God den 
Heer anghenaem z i j n i n ' t a m p t , 
d a t sy van Gods weghen b e d i e n e n , 
so we rden sy in de h e y l i g h e 
S c h r i f t Goden ( d a t i s 
g o e d t d o e n d e r s ) g h e n o e m d t , , , 

' D i t hebben Moses, ende den vromen 
k o n i n g k J o s a p h a t we 1 a n g h e s i e n 
ende b e k e n t , a Is z y de R e c h t e r s , 
d i e z y o u e r d a t J o d i s c h e v o l c k i n 
de S t e n e n g h e s e t h a d d e n . . . 

' S i e t s u l c k e n R e c h t e r s v e r d i e n e n 
o o c k da tmen se we 1 t e r e c h t 
h e e t e n magh Uaders des 
v a d e r l a n d t s , H e r d e r s des v o l c k s 
( a l s de Poe t s e g t ) L i e f h e b b e r s 
d e r g h e r e c h t i g h e y d t s t r a f f e r s 
des b o o s h e y d t s , ende v o o r s t a n d e r s 
a r m e n . , , ' 132 

C a l v i n 

' S i n c e t h o s e w h o s e r v e as m a g i s t r a t e 
a r e c a l l e d ' g o d s ' , l e t no one t h i n k 
t h a t t h e i r b e i n g s o - c a l l e d i s o f 
s l i g h t i m p o r t a n c e . , . 

' . . . A s Moses a n d J e h o s h a p h a t s a i d t o 
t h e j u d g e s whom t h e y a p p o i n t e d i n 
e v e r y c i t y o f J u d a h . . , 

' B u t s i n c e we have so f a r been 
d e s c r i b i n g a m a g i s t r a t e who t r u l y i s 
w h a t he i s c a l l e d , t h a t i s , a f a t h e r 
o f h i s c o u n t r y a n d , as t h e p o e t 
e x p r e s s e s i t , s h e p h e r d o f h i s p e o p l e , 
g u a r d i a n o f p e a c e , p r o t e c t o r o f 
r i g h t e o u s n e s s , and a v e n g e r o f 
j u s t i c e . . . ' 133 

The 1531 e d i t i o n i s r e p r i n t e d in BRN I , p p . 1 5 1 - 2 4 5 . 

XXX God., Vanden o l d e n en n i e u w e n , q e l o o u e ende l e e r e . 

The German o r i g i n a l o f t h i s p a m p h l e t Vom a l t e n vnd nuen G o t t 

G l a u b e n vnd Le r was f i r s t p u b l i s h e d by Adam P e t r i a t B a s l e i n 1521. 
134 

132 A i i v - A i i i r , 

133 J . C a l v i n , o p . c i t , p p . 2 8 7 and 3 0 4 , 

134 BL 3 9 0 5 . c . 1 1 0 , R e p r i n t e d by E . Kuck in I 8 9 6 , 
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For some reason t h e a u t h o r chose t o w r i t e under t h e pseudonym Judas 

N a z a r e i . A good d e a l o f s p e c u l a t i o n has s u r r o u n d e d the i d e n t i t y o f 

t h i s f i g u r e , the most l i k e l y s u g g e s t i o n be ing Joach im Vad ianus , t h e 
135 

l e a d i n g r e f o r m e r a t S t . G a u l , 

Three Dutch e d i t i o n s o f Vom a l t e n vnd n'lien G o t t a r e known. Two 

o f t hese appeared w i t h o u t d a t e o r p l a c e o f p u b l i c a t i o n o r name o f 

p u b l i s h e r . K r o n e n b e r g d a t e d one c l 5 2 4 , but was unab le t o s t a t e w i t h 

any c e r t a i n t y when t h e o t h e r was p u b l i s h e d . The t h i r d appeared much 
137 

l a t e r - about 1556 - and was the work o f Steven Mierdmans a t Emden. 

XXXI HAMILTON; PATRICK. Die summa ende d a t b e q r i j p des menschen 

sa 1 i c h e y t s . 

P a t r i c k H a m i l t o n , ( c l 5 0 4 - 1 5 2 8 ) p r o t o m a r t y r o f t he S c o t t i s h 

R e f o r m a t i o n , w r o t e t h i s t r e a t i s e , b e t t e r known as P a t r i c k ' s p l e a s w h i l s t 
• 

a t t he U n i v e r s i t y o f Marburg in 1527. The t e x t c o n s i s t s o f a 

c o l l e c t i o n o f p i t h y p r o p o s i t i o n s in s u p p o r t o f j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h 

a l o n e and e v a n g e l i c a l c o n t r a s t s between the Law and the Gospel and was 
o r i g i n a l l y w r i t t e n in L a t i n . H a m i l t o n ' s L a t i n t e x t was then t r a n s l a t e d 

i n t o E n g l i s h by John F r i t h , and i t was f rom F r i t h ' s v e r s i o n t h a t t he 
139 

Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n was made. 

Two Dutch e d i t i o n s o f P a t r i c k ' s p l e a s a r e known, one da ted by 

Kronenberg c l 5 3 0 and the o t h e r c l 5 4 0 . ^ ^ ^ Both b e a r the f i c t i t i o u s 

115 Judas N a z a r e i , 'Vom a l t e n und neuen G o t t , G laube und L e h r e ' , ed , E, Kuck 
( H a l l e , 1896 ; , p p . i i i - v i r , 6 9 - 9 0 . Jus tus Jonas , Paul E l i a s , Paul 
Berus and even Thomas Munzer have a l s o been s u g g e s t e d , 

136 NK1013-1014, R e p r i n t e d in BRN I , p p . 4 1 - 1 0 7 . 

137 The Hague KB1704F15. 

138 D i c t i o n a r y o f n a t i o n a l b i o g r a p h y (London, 1 8 8 5 - 1 9 0 0 ) , XXIV, p . 2 0 2 , 
H a m i l t o n ' s s t a y a t Marburg c o i n c i d e d w i t h t h a t o f t he F r a n c i s c a n 
renegade F r a n q o i s Lambert who, as p r o f e s s o r o f d i v i n i t y , may have 
p r o v i d e d some o f t h e t h e o l o g i c a l i n s p i r a t i o n f o r H a m i l t o n s w o r k . 
A l s o a t Marburg in 1527 was Herman van den Busche , an e v a n g e l i c a l l y -
minded humanis t f r o m W e s t p h a l i a who c o u l d have t r a n s l a t e d P a t r i c k ' s 
p l eas i n t o Du t ch , 

139 The Dutch t e x t c o n t a i n s a t r a n s l a t i o n o f F r i t h ' s p r e f a c e t o t he 
Eng 1 ish v e r s i o n , 

140 NK3144 and 4 2 3 9 . 
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c o l o p h o n 'Ghed ruc t t o t Marburch b i my C o r n e l l s N y e n h u y s ' : presumably 

because Marburg was where H a m i l t o n w r o t e t he w o r k . 

XXXII HEYDEN, CORNELIS VANDER, C o r t e i n s t r u c c y e . . . h o e een i e q h e l i c 

mensche met God, ende zynen even n a e s t e n , s c h u l d i q h e s , ende 

behoord t e l e v e n . 

The C o r t e i n s t r u c c y e , f i r s t p u b l i s h e d by Joos Lambrecht L e t t e r s n i j d e r 

a t Ghent in 1 5 ^ 5 , ^ ^ ' was o r i g i n a l l y a p r i v i l e g e d w o r k hav ing been 

d e c l a r e d ' g o e t ende d u e g h d e l i c ' by an i n q u i s i t o r . As the C o u n c i l o f 

Brabant d i d no t r e c o g n i z e t h e s i g n a t u r e o f t h e i n q u i s i t o r t he book was 

s e n t f o r a second o p i n i o n a t Leuven where i t was a d j u d g e d s a t i s f a c t o r y . 

Soon a f t e r , however , i t f e l l under s u s p i c i o n and was r e f e r r e d t o t h e 

F a c u l t y o f Theo logy a t Leuven a second t i m e . On t h i s o c c a s i o n i t was 

indeed h e l d t o be bad and l i a b l e t o lead s i m p l e p e o p l e i n t o e r r o r and 

t h e r e f o r e f o r b i d d e n by an i m p e r i a l e d i c t o f 29 O c t o b e r 15^5 . ^^^ By 
143 

t h i s s t a g e , however , two o t h e r Dutch e d i t i o n s had been p r i n t e d , and 

a French t r a n s l a t i o n had been made by one F r e r e L i e v e n Rober t o f L i l l e 
144 

and was c i r c u l a t i n g in the s a i d town. 

The C o r t e i n s t r u c c y e is a c a t e c h e t i c a l work and as such f o l l o w s 

t h e same o r d e r as L u t h e r ' s K l e i n e K a t e c h i s m u s , (1529 ) b e g i n n i n g w i t h t h e 

Ten Commandments, f o l l o w e d by the Creed , t h e L o r d ' s P r a y e r , the 

Sacraments , and c o n c l u d i n g w i t h some S c r i p t u r e t e x t s f o r C h r i s t i a n s in 

v a r i o u s wa l ks o f l i f e . In a d d i t i o n , V i s s e r has n o t e d two o t h e r 

s i g n i f i c a n t resemblances t o L u t h e r . In t h e f i r s t p l a c e , vander Heyden's 

141 Machiels H197. Reprinted in BRN IV, pp.15-77. 

142 ROPB. i i s e r i e , V p p . 1 7 4 - 1 7 5 . 

143 Machiels H198-199. 

144 Mach ie l s H200, B r i e f i n s t r u c t i o n e t e n s e i g n e m e n t , comment chascune 
persone d o i b t v i u r e & soy m a i n t e n i r avec D ieu g- son p r o c h a i n , f a i c t 
& compose par M a i s t r e C o r n e i l l e de la Bryere p r e s t r e Impr ime a 
Gand par losse Lamber t , t a i l l e u r de l e t t r e s , demouran t deuant l a 
maison de la v i l l e , 1545. 1e 2 4 . d e . i u l i e t . M . - P . W i 1 l e m s - C l o s s e t , 
' Le p r o t e s t a n t i s m e a L i l l e ' , Revue du n o r d , L l H , (1970)» p .203 n . 5 0 . 

There a r e a l s o t h r e e E n g l i s h v e r s i o n s o f Vander Heyden 's C o r t e 
i n s t r u c c y e , see STC 3017, 5200, 5 1 9 9 . 7 . 
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i n t r o d u c t i o n e n t i t l e d 'Dry d i j n g h e n z i j n d e n mensche van noode gheweten, 

t o t z i j n d e r z a l i g h e y t , wanneer hy t o t r e d e r T i c k e r audde, ende t o t 

v e r s t a n d e ghecommen e s ' is t a k e n f r o m L u t h e r ' s f o r w a r d t o the Kurz fo rm 

der 10 Gebote , des Glaubens und des V a t e r u n s e r s ( 1 5 2 0 ) , 145 Second, 

t h e r e a r e s m a l l e r t e x t u a l p a r a l l e l s between the C o r t e i n s t r u c c y e and 

L u t h e r ' s K l e i n e Katech ismus 
146 

Vander Heyden 's g r e a t e s t d e b t , however , i s n o t t o Lu the r but t o 

t he l i t t l e known Danzig p r e a c h e r M a t t h i a s B y n w a l t h , t he Nether l a n d e r ' s 

e x p o s i t i o n o f t he L o r d ' s P raye r b e i n g taken in l a r g e p a r t f rom 
147 

B y n w a l t h ' s V a t e r u n s e r o f 1525. Vander Heyden ' s e x p o s i t i o n o f each 

s e c t i o n o f the L o r d ' s P raye r i s in two p a r t s , a c o n f e s s i o n f o l l o w e d by 

a p r a y e r and c o n f e s s i o n , and i t i s t h i s second p a r t t h a t is bor rowed 

in t o t e from B y n w a l t h , 

Vander Heyden 

'0 1 ieve v a d e r , ghy heb t ons wt 
uwer g o e d e r t h i e r e n h e y t van n i e t op 
aerden gheschapen, ende om n i e t wt 
uwer g r o n d e l o z e r o n t f e r m h e r t i g h e y t 
vander eeuw ighe r dood, d i e wy 
s c h u l d i g h waren ende v e r d i e n d 
hadden, v e r l o s t . 0 goede vader wy 
en z i j n n i e t w a e r d i g h v k i n d e r e n 
t e z y n e , want wy hebben g h e z o n d i g h t 
teghen d i j n g h e r e c h t i g h e d e n , 
Nochtans wt beve le d i j n s e e n i g h s 
z o i n s . zo zegghen way s t a u t e l i c k 
ons v a d e r e , . , ' 148 

B y n w a l t h 

' 0 vnse r v a t e r , du hast uns ausz 
s o n d e r l i c h e r deyner g u e t t h e i r von 
n i c h t e n a u f f d i s z e r d t r i c h 
g e s c h a f f e n und vmbsonst ausz d e i n e r 
g r u n d t l o s e n ba rmhercz i ke i t vom 
ewigen t o d e , da reyn w i r g e f a l l e n 
waren , e r l o e s z e t . L i e b a r v a t e r , 
wyr seyn n i c h t w i r d i g , czu seyn 
deyn k y n d e r . Denn w i r haben 
g e f u e n d i g e t w i d d e r a l l deyne 
g e r e c h t i k e i t . l edoch nach geheysz 
deyns eyn igen vnd 1 ieben sones 
sprechen w i r t o r s t i g l i c h : Vnser 
V a t e r . . . ' 149 

The V a t e r u n s e r o f Bynwa l th a l s o appears in two e d i t i o n s o f O t t o 

B r u n f e l ' s Gulden ghebedeboecxken 
150 but i t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t vander 

145 The re a re t h r e e o t h e r Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n s o f t h e Kurz f o r m , NK2116, 
3462 , 3458. 

146 C.Ch.G. V i s s e r , L u t h e r ' s g e s c h r i f t e n in de N e d e r l a n d e n t o t 1546 
(Assen, 1969) , pp .127 -128 . 

147 R e p r i n t e d in F 1 u g s c h r i f t e n aus den e r s t e n j a h r e n der R e f o r m a t i o n , 
e d . 0 . Clemen ( N i e u w k o o ^ 1967) i IV , p p . 1 4 4 - 1 5 7 , 

148 BRN IV, p p . 3 4 - 3 5 . 

149 0 . Clemen, o p . c i t , p . 1 4 4 , 

150 NK2574 and 502 . See p . 2 6 7 . 
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Heyden worked f rom B r u n f e l s , f o r t h e two t e x t s d i f f e r t o such an e x t e n t 

151 

t h a t they s h o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d as independent t r a n s l a t i o n s . I t may 

be t h a t vander Heyden made h i s own t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e V a t e r u n s e r . 

A l t e r n a t i v e l y , he may have used t h e no l onge r e x t a n t v e r s i o n t h a t 

appeared on the 1550 Index as 'Dat P a t e r n o s t e r v u t g e l e i t door M a t t h i a s 

Bynwank' 

, 152 

As f o r t h e i d e n t i t y o f C o r n e l l s vander Heyden, l i t t l e is known. 

In a l e t t e r o f 14 November 15^5 Mary o f Hungary r e f e r r e d t o him as a 
1 53 

canon o f Mechelen ' r e s l d a n t en F r i s e en O v e r l j s s e l ' , but t h i s is t h e 

o n l y o t h e r con tempora ry r e f e r e n c e t o t h i s m y s t e r i o u s f i g u r e . T h i s 

be ing the c a s e , one Is tempted t o q u e s t i o n w h e t h e r such a man eve r 

e x i s t e d . I t may be t h a t t h e name C o r n e l l s vander Heyden was a pseudonym 

w h i c h c l o a k e d and h e l d t o g e t h e r a number o f German a u t h o r s o f wh i ch 

L u t h e r and Bynwa l th a r e o n l y two . 

XXXI I I H o o f t a r t I c u l e n , D ie p r i n c i p a e l e , van a l i e n d i n g e n , d i e den 

menschen t r o o s t e l l c s l j n . 

Two e d i t i o n s o f t h i s pamphle t a r e known. The f i r s t e d i t i o n , w h i c h 

d a t e s f r om abou t 1527, has been a s c r i b e d t o Johannes H o o c h s t r a t e n on 

t y p o g r a p h i c a l e v i d e n c e . 
154 

In 1533 a r e p r i n t a p p e a r e d f r o m t h e p ress 

151 Vander Heyden Gulden ghebedeboecxken 

'Daer om g h e e f t ons vrome g e l e e r d e 
P r e d l c a n t e n d i e ons d i e r e c h t e 
w a e r h e i t sonde r a l i e eygen s o e c k e -
l l c h e y t v o o r d r a g e n Jesum C h r i s t u s 
uwen een igen sone ende ons n i e t 
met f a b u l e n n o c h o n n u t t e c l a p p e r i j e 
en v e r l e i d e n met v e r s l e r d e woorden 
ende s o e t e b e n e d i j d l n g e van ons 
snoode woecker suygen ende nemen 
op d a t uwe scapen n i e t meer ghedoodet 
ende v e r m o o r d e t en worden op uwen 
h e y l i g e n t a b e r n a k e l in d i e 
c h r l s t e l i k e k e r c k e . ' 
NK2574 I v v . 

152 Verboden l e c t u u r , p . 7 7 . See p . 3 2 6 , 

153 M. -P , W i 1 l e m s - C l o s s e t , 'Le p r o t e s t a n t i s m s a L i l l e ' , p .203 n . 5 0 , 

154 NK1114. 

' G h e i f t ons vrome, ende g h e l e e r d e 
p r e d i c a n t e n , d i e onze r z i e l e n 
r e c h t voedse l gheven, ons 
voord raghende uwen een lghen zone 
Jesum C h r i s t u m a c h t e r l a t e n d e 
a l i e f a b u l e n , droomen, o f y d e l 
l e e r l j n g h e , op da t wy , v 
s c h a e p k l n s , n i e t ghedoodt en 
werden op uwen h e l l g h e n baergh , 
In dynen h e l i g h e n t a b e r n a k e l , ' 
BRN IV , p . 4 0 . 
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155 
o f A d r i a e n van Berghen, A c c o r d i n g t o i t s p r e f a c e t h e H o o f t a r t i c u l e n 

156 

i s no t an o r i g i n a l Dutch work but a t r a n s l a t i o n . However, t h e 

o r i g i n a l t e x t f r om w h i c h the Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n came has not been 

i d e n t i f i e d . A t one t ime Kronenberg b e l i e v e d t h e H o o f t a r t i c u l e n 

had come f r o m Wi lhem Gra f von E i s e n b u r g k ' s H a u p t a r t i k e l ausz 

G o t l i c h e r G e s c h r l f t C h r i s t l i c h leben b e t r e f f e n ( 1 5 2 6 ) , bu t she l a t e r 
157 

r e j e c t e d t h i s h y p o t h e s i s . The H o o f t a r t i c u l e n i s d i v i d e d i n t o two 

p a r t s , t h e l a t t e r s e c t i o n b e i n g a B i b l i c a l c o n c o r d a n c e o f names and 

p l a c e s . The f i r s t p a r t i s o f more i n t e r e s t in t h a t i t i s a c o m p i l a t i o n 

o f S c r i p t u r e r e f e r e n c e s on p a r t i c u l a r t h e o l o g i c a l i s s u e s . The one 

hundred and e i g h t y head ings under w h i c h the S c r i p t u r e t e x t s a re l i s t e d 

i m m e d i a t e l y b e t r a y t he a u t h o r ' s e v a n g e l i c a l c o n v i c t i o n s . They i n c l u d e 

such c o n t r o v e r s i a l head ings as 'Op des menschen v r y e n w i l l e n ' o r 'Dan 

d i e sp raken d i e den v r yen we 1 ' , 'Sp raken d i e den v r y e n w i l s c h i n e n t e 

b e w a r e n ' , ' D i e wercken en markent nyemant r e c h t u a e r d i c h ' , ' D i e wercken 

s c h i j n e n loon ende r e c h t u a e r d i c h e y t t e b e l o u e n ' , 'Tegen der menschen 

i n s e t t i n g e n ende da t men n i e t n i e u s voor nemen en s a t ' , 'Da t C h r i s t u s 

a l l e e n onse m i d d e l a e r i s ' , 'Van b i e c h t e n ' and 'Van o n d e r s c h e y t der 
1 58 

s p i j s ende de r daghen ' , 

159 
XXXIV Hoofstucken. Dye, des c h r i s t e n q h e l o o f s . 

De Hoop S c h e f f e r a rgued t h a t t h i s t r a c t , p r i n t e d w i t h o u t da te o r 

p l a c e o f p u b l i c a t i o n o r name o f p u b l i s h e r , was b o r r o w e d f r o m L u t h e r . 

Kronenberg r e j e c t e d t h i s a t t r i b u t i o n ' ^ ' but V i s s e r has s i n c e shown t h a t 

155 NK3185. 

156 Die p r i n c i p a e l h o o f t a r t i c u l e n ( c l 5 2 7 ) , A i i r . 

157 See NK1114 and 3185. 

158 Die p r i n c i p a e l h o o f t a r t i c u l e n A i i v - A i i i v ; D i r ; A i i i i r ; D i i r ; 
A v i v ; A v i i r ; D i r ; E i i v . 

159 NK1115. 

160 J .G. De Hoop S c h e f f e r , o p . c i t , p .403 n . 3 . 

161 NK1115. 
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t h e H o o f s t u c k e n i s , i n f a c t , an a b r i d g e d v e r s i o n o f L u t h e r ' s K l e i n e 

Ka tech ismus. 

XXXV HUBERINUS, CASPAR, T r o o s t i n g h e wt der g o d l i k e r s c r i f t . 

Caspar H u b e r i n u s , a Lu the ran p reache r who s p e n t much o f h i s t ime 

a t Augsbu rg , i n i t i a l l y as an a s s i s t a n t t o Urbanus Regius, f i r s t p u b l i s h e d 
I 63 

h i s T r o s t aus der S c h r i f f t i n 1525. The e a r l i e s t known Dutch 

t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h i s work o f c o n s o l a t i o n appeared i n O t t o B r u n f e l ' s 

Gulden ghebedeboecxken. Though the T r o o s t i n g h e d i d not appear i n t h e 

f i r s t Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n o f the P r e c a t i o n e s b i b l i c a e o f 1531, i t was 

i n c l u d e d in t h e s i x subsequent e d i t i o n s p u b l i s h e d between 1532 and 
164 

1563. In a d d i t i o n t he T r o o s t inghe was a l s o i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o 

Urbanus R e g i u s ' s M e d i c i j n e d e r s i e l e n ( 1 5 3 6 ) ' ^ ^ a n d p r i n t e d as a 

s e p a r a t e work f i r s t abou t 1542^^^ and s u b s e q u e n t l y in 1554 .^^^ 

162 C . C h . G . V i s s e r , o p . c i t . p . 1 2 4 . 

163 G. F r a n z , H u b e r i n u s - R h e q i u s - H o l b e i n . B i b l i o g r a p h i s c h e und 
D r u c k q e s c h i c h t 1 i c h e Un te rsuchung der V e r b r e i t e s t e n t r o s t - und 
E r b a u u n q s s c h r i f t e n des 1 6 . J a h r h u n d e r t s (N ieuwkoop , 1973) , p . 8 7 . 

164 See p .267. 

165 NKI79O. 

166 T h i s C1542 e d i t i o n is no l onge r e x t a n t . I t s e x i s t e n c e is known o n l y 
because in 1542 Jacob van L i e s v e l t was accused o f p r i n t i n g an 
h e r e t i c a l book e n t i t l e d ' T r o o s t i n g e der g o d d e l y c k e r s c r y f t ' . The 
f o l l o w i n g yea r a copy o f the T r o o s t inghe was f o u n d in t h e possess ion 
o f Paul de Rovere, c h a p l a i n o f S t , P i e t e r s k e r k , Leuven, In a d d i t i o n , 
t h e T r o o s t inqhe appeared on t h e L iege Index o f 1545 and t h e Leuven 
Index o f 1546. An twe rpsch a r c h i e v e n b l a d V I I ( 1 8 7 0 ) , p , 4 6 5 . Un 
p r o c e s de r e l i g i o n a L o u v a i n , Paul de Rove re , 1542-1546, 

ed.R.)AnSantbergBn(a'usseb,1953),p,69.E. Fairon,'Le p remie r index de l i v r e s 
p r o h i b e s a L i e g e , 1 5 4 5 ' , £P I I I ( 1 9 2 5 ) , p . l 4 . D i e I n d i c e s L i b r o r u m 
P r o h i b i t o r u m des sechzehn ten J a h r h u n d e r t s , e d . F , H . Reusch 
(N ieuwkoop, 1961) , p . 4 0 . 

167 Amsterdam UB 2008 F l ( 5 ) . 
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XXXVI HUBMAIER, BALTHASAR, A r t i c u l e n ^ ^ ^ 

B a l t h a s a r Hubmaier ( c l 4 8 0 - 1 5 2 8 ) began h i s e c c l e s i a s t i c a l c a r e e r 

as a c a t h e d r a l c h a p l a i n a t Regensburg. In 1521 he became a p a r i s h 

p r i e s t a t Waldshut i n B r e i s g a u though by 1522 he was moving towards t h e 

e v a n g e l i c a l cause. He was e v e n t u a l l y t o become an A n a b a p t i s t and was 

e x e c u t e d as such on 10 March 1528. In 1524, h o w e v e r , when he d e l i v e r e d 

h i s e i g h t e e n Sch1ussreden t o t h e bu rghers o f W a l d s h u t he was a c o n v i n c e d 
169 

Z w i n g l i a n , T h i s Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e Sch1uss reden bears t h e 

co lophon 'Ghedruc t t o t W i t t e n b e r c h by my M e l c h i o r L o t t e r ' . Kronenberg 

a c c e p t e d t h i s co lophon as genu ine and da ted the pamph le t 1524-1525 as 

a r e s u l t , p o i n t i n g ou t t h a t M e l c h i o r L o t t e r l e f t W i t t e n b e r g f o r L e i p z i g 

e a r l y in 1 5 2 5 . ' ^ ^ I f , however , t h i s co lophon i s f i c t i t i o u s as w e l l i t 

m igh t be, then the A r t i c u l e n c o u l d have been p r i n t e d a t a l a t e r d a t e . 

As w e l l as t h e e i g h t e e n Sch1ussreden t h i s p a m p h l e t a l s o c o n t a i n s an 

e x t r a c t f rom F r a n c o i s L a m b e r t ' s E v a n g e l i c i i n m i n o r i t a r u m regu lam 
I -j I 

commentar i i (1523) w h i c h i s no t t o be found in t h e German o r i g i n a l . 

XXXVII K i n d e r l e e r e . Pat c h r i s t e n q h e l o o v e . De t h i e n gheboden. 

Den vader onse . Van de w e t . Ende e v a n g e l i . 

172 
T h i s s h o r t c a t e c h i s m was f i r s t p r i n t e d by M a t t h e u s Crom in 1542, 

S h o r t l y a f t e r Crom a l s o p u b l i s h e d a French t r a n s l a t i o n . La d o c t r i n e des 
173 

e n f a n t s . Les d i x commandemens, l e P a t e r Nos te r e t E v a n g i l e . A lmos t 

i m m e d i a t e l y , however , t he K i n d e r l e e r e f e l l under s u s p i c i o n . On 

27 January 1542 an o r d e r was i ssued a t Ghent t h a t a l l c o p i e s o f t h e s a i d 

168 N K I I 4 5 . R e p r i n t e d in BRN I , p p . 1 1 7 - 1 2 5 . German t e x t r e p r i n t e d in 
B a l t h a s a r Hubmaier S c h r i f t e n e d . G, West in and T , Be rgs ten ( H e i d e l b e r g . 
1962) , p p . 7 1 - 7 4 . 

169 MLE_ I I , pp .826 -834 . 

170 See NK1145. 

171 BRN I , p p . 1 2 4 - 1 2 5 . T h i s e x t r a c t f r om L a m b e r t ' s E v a n q e l i c i in 
m i n o r i t a r u m d e r i v e s f r o m a d i f f e r e n t t r a n s l a t i o n t o Een g u l d e n 
o p s c h r i f t in der m i n r e b r o e d e r s r e q h e l ( 1 5 2 6 ) . NK1310, See p . 2 9 2 . 

172 Mach ie l s K275. NK3317 i s , in f a c t , a f r a g m e n t o f t h i s e d i t i o n , 
see p . 16. 

173 ROPB. i i s e r i e IV , p . 4 2 3 . 
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book s h o u l d be b u r n t , w h i l s t on 13 January 15^3 an i m p e r i a l e d i c t 

was i ssued a t H a i n a u l t f o r b i d d i n g the p r i n t i n g , s a l e , d i s t r i b u t i o n o r 

tl-
176 

175 
p o s s e s s i o n o f t h e French t r a n s l a t i o n . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h r e e o t h e r 

Dutch e d i t i o n s f o l l o w e d , one p u b l i s h e d by Crom i n 1543, a n o t h e r by 
177 

Mierdmans in 1544 and a t h i r d by W i l l e m G a i l l i a r t a t Emden in 1555 
17 R 

under t h e pseudonym ' b u y t e n Lonnen by Theoph i l um B rugensem ' , 

XXXVI I I LAMBERT, FRANQOIS, Een g u l d e n o p s c h r i f t I n der m i n r e b r o e d e r s 
k , 179 

reqhe1 . 

F r a n c o i s Lambert (1486-1530) was c o n v e r t e d t o t h e Lu the ran cause 

f r o m t h e ranks o f t h e F r a n c i s c a n O b s e r v a n t s , H a v i n g read t h e w r i t i n g s 

o f Lu the r he l e f t h i s monas te ry a t Av ignon in 1522 and made h i s way t o 

W i t t e n b e r g v i a Geneva, Lausanne and Z u r i c h , H is f i r s t p u b l i c a t i o n d e a l t 

w i t h h i s e x i t f rom m o n a s t i c l i f e , and he f o l l o w e d t h i s up w i t h t h e 

E u a n q e l i c i in m i n o r i t a r u m requ lam c o m m e n t a r i i ( 1 5 2 3 ) , a v i t r i o l i c a t t a c k 
180 

on m o n a s t i c i s m in g e n e r a l and the Rule o f S t , F r a n c i s i n p a r t i c u l a r . 

The Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h i s p a m p h l e t , Een g u l d e n o p s c h r i f t in der 

m i n r e b r o e d e r s r e g h e l bears t h e co lophon 'Ghepren t i n E u t o p i a . B i j 
181 

Resam Mondor f , Anno, X X V I ' . W h i l s t t h e r e i s no reason t o m i s t r u s t 
t h i s d a t e , t h e p r i n t e r ' s name and add ress a r e c l e a r l y f i c t i t i o u s , 

Kronenberg has p roposed P e t e r Jansz. o f Le iden as a p o s s i b l e p u b l i s h e r , 

174 B i b l i o t h e c a B e l g i c a K1 . 

175 ROPB i i s e r i e IV p . 4 2 3 . 

176 BT 6116. 

177 B i b l i o t h e c a B e l g i c a K2. No l o c a t i o n g i v e n , 

178 B o d l e i a n , O x f o r d . I . C . 2 5 0 . 

179 NKI3IO. 

180 New S c h a f f - H e r z o q e n c y c l o p e d i a o f r e l i g i o u s knowledge ed. 
S.M. Jackson (Grand R a p i d s , M i c h i g a n , I 96O) , V I , p , 4 0 2 . 

181 F, Lamber t , Een gu lden o p s c h r i f t , l i i i i v , 

182 See NK1310. 

182 
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183 
XXXIX LAMBERT, FRANQOIS, Paradoxes. ^ 

A f t e r h i s s t a y a t W i t t e n b e r g , Lambert moved on t o Metz and 

S t r a s b o u r g . F a i l i n g t o f i n d a p o s i t i o n in e i t h e r o f t hese p l a c e s , he 

was e v e n t u a l l y recommended t o Landgrave P h i l i p o f Hesse and t o o k a 

l e a d i n g pa r t in t he Romberg Synod ( 1 5 2 6 ) . ^ ^ ^ H i s p r o p o s i t i o n s f r om 

t h i s synod were p u b l i s h e d in 1527 under t he t i t l e Paradoxa s . que 

apud s . Hessorum synodurn Hornberg! conqreqatam p r o e c c l e s i a r u m 

r e f o r m a t i o n e Dei ve rbo d i s p u t a n d a e t d e s e r v i e n d a p r o p o s u i t cum e p i s t o l a 

ad Colon lenses de ipsa v e n e r a b i l i synodo adve rs N i c . He rbo rn . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , no comp le te copy o f t h e Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h i s work 

s u r v i v e s , t h e B r i t i s h L i b r a r y h a v i n g the most c o m p l e t e v e r s i o n , some 

185 
t w e n t y f i v e o f s i x t y e i g h t o r seven t y pages o f t h e t e x t . As a 

r e s u l t , n e i t h e r t h e p r i n t e r no r t h e d a t e o r p l a c e o f p u b l i c a t i o n a r e 
, 186 
known, 

XL LENAERTS, MATTHIJS, S t e r f b o e x k e n i nho ldende een s o e t e vermaeninqe 

ende v e r t r o e s t i n q e voer d i e s l e e k e n . 

M a t t h i j s L e n a e r t s , a c c o r d i n g t o the t i t l e page o f t h i s pamphlet 

was a p r i e s t a t Veere in Zee l a n d . Yet a p a r t f r om t h i s a t t r i b u t i o n , 

t h e r e i s no o t h e r con tempora ry r e f e r e n c e t o h im, so i t may be t h a t t h e 

name is a pseudonym. The o n l y known e d i t i o n o f t h e S t e r f b o e x k e n was 

p r i n t e d anonymously abou t 1560 .^^^ The 1570 I n d e x , however , l i s t s an 

e d i t i o n w i t h t h e words 'Ghed ruck t t e Campen In d i e B r o e d e r s t r a t e b i j 
188 

mij Pee te r Waermersoene' wh i ch i m p l i e s t h e r e may have been two 

e d i t i o n s o f t h i s c o m p i l a t i o n o f c o m f o r t i n g S c r i p t u r e v e r s e s f o r t h e 

s i c k . 

183 NK3359. 

184 New S c h a f f - H e r z o q e n c y c l o p e d i a V I , p . 4 0 2 . 

185 The Hague KB a l s o has two pages, a l t h o u g h t h e s e a r e d u p l i c a t e d by 
t h e B . L , f r a g m e n t s , 

186 Kronenberg has sugges ted H e n r i c k Pee te rsen van M i d d e l b u r c h o f 
An twerp as a p o s s i b l e p r i n t e r , and d a t e s t h e f r a g m e n t s c l 5 2 8 , 

187 BL 4 4 0 1 . a a . b . 

188 Verboden l e c t u u r , p . 2 5 2 . 
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189 
XL I L i e d e k e n s , V i e r . 

C o n s i s t i n g o f f o u r e v a n g e l i c a l hymns by an unknown a u t h o r , t h i s 

s h o r t t r a c t bears the f a l s e address Ghedruck t t o t S t r a e s b u r c h by my 

C o r n e l l s van N i e u h u y s ' , D a t e d by Kronenberg c1540 o r l a t e r , i t 

was p r o b a b l y p u b l i s h e d by Mat theus Crom between 1540 and 1544. 

X L I I ME INERTZHAGEN, JOHANNES STAMMEL, Vanden b o r g h e r e n , hoe da t sy 

onder ma lcanderen leven s u l l e n . 

T h i s d i d a c t i c pamphlet e x p l a i n i n g how an e v a n g e l i c a l burgher ough t 

t o l i v e is a t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e Handbuch le i n des e v a n g e l i s c h e n B u r g e r s , 

(1544) o f Johannes Stammel o f M e i n e r t z h a g e n , an e x - F r a n c i s c a n p reache r 
192 

a t Bonn. I t was f o r b i d d e n by A l v a ' s index o f 1570, The o n l y e x t a n t 

copy o f t h e Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n was p r i n t e d by Hans van L i e s v e l t in 
193 

1553. i t may be, however , t h a t Vanden b o r g h e r e n was p u b l i s h e d more 

than once , f o r t h e e d i t i o n s p e c i f i e d on t h e 1570 i n d e x was p r i n t e d by 

Jan W i j n r i j c x a t An twerp in 1548, 

X L I I I MYELBEKE, STEFAAN, Cur t o n d e r w i j s h u u t e r h e y l i g h e r s c h r i f t u r e . 

E x a c t l y when t h i s c a t e c h i s m was f i r s t p u b l i s h e d is u n c l e a r . The 

e a r l i e s t e x t a n t e d i t i o n was p r i n t e d by Gheerae r t van Sa lenson in 1555. 

Sepp, however , d a t e s t h e Cu r t o n d e r w i is 1 5 5 3 a n d t he B i b i i o g r a p h ie 

g a n t o i s e l i s t s a French e d i t i o n e n t i t l e d B r i e f v e i n s t r u c t i o n de l a 

s a i n c t e e s c r i p t u r e ( a l s o p r i n t e d by Sa lenson) w h i c h is d a t e d 1 5 5 4 . ' ^ ^ 

Given t h a t t h e p r i v i l e g e on the 1555 e d i t i o n is d a t e d Oc tobe r 1553, 

Sepp 's d a t i n g is p r o b a b l y c o r r e c t , 

189 NK3399. 

190 V i e r 1 i edekens , B i i i i v . 

191 See NK3399. 

192 T . S c h l i e t e r , ' D i e P u b l i z i s t i k urn der R e f o r m a t i o n s v e r s u c h des 
K o l n e r E r z b i s c h o f s Hermann von Wied aus den J a h r e n 1542-1547 ' (Bonn 
U n i v e r s i t y P h . D . ) , p . 1 7 2 . Verboden l e c t u u r , p . 2 1 9 , 

193 The Hague KB1708E16. 

194 Mach ie l s M688. The Cu r t onde rw i j s was r e p r i n t e d by t h e widow o f 
G h e e r a e r t van Salenson d u r i n g the C a l v i n i s t r e g i m e in Ghent ( 1 5 7 8 ) , 
M a c h i e l s M689. 

195 Verboden l e c t u u r , p . 1 3 0 . 

196 F, Vanderhaegen, B i b i i o g r a p h i e g a n t o i s e , 12061, 

194 
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Myelbeke h i m s e l f was a s c h o o l m a s t e r - p r i e s t f r o m Ghent and 

i n i t i a l l y h i s C u r t o n d e r w i j s was c o n s i d e r e d t o be an o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c 

w o r k . As such i t was g r a n t e d a p r i v i l e g e . In 1556 , however, Myelbeke 

f e l l under s u s p i c i o n and on 7 September t h a t y e a r a sea rch o f h i s house 

r e v e a l e d a l e t t e r f r om Gera rd M o r t a i g n e on t h e m i s s i o n o f John a Lasco 

in P o l a n d . On 15 June 1557 Myelbeke was c o n v i c t e d o f h e r e s y , ban ished 
197 

f r om F l a n d e r s , and had a l l h i s p r o p e r t y c o n f i s c a t e d . I t was 

p r o b a b l y as a r e s u l t o f t h e s e p r o c e e d i n g s t h a t t h e C u r t o n d e r w i j s was 

p l a c e d on t h e f o r b i d d e n book l i s t in 1 5 5 8 , ' ^ ^ 

XLIV O n d e r w i j s i n q h e , C h r i s t e 1 i j c k e ende c o r t e : van ve rgheu inghe der 
199 

sonden, ende van der e e u i q h e r s a l i c h e y t . 

T h i s t r a c t is a d i a l o g u e w h i c h d e a l s w i t h some o f t he e s s e n t i a l s 

o f t he e v a n g e l i c a l f a i t h such as J u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e and t h e 

r o l e o f good w o r k s . The C h r i s t e 1 i j c k e ende c o r t e o n d e r w i j s i n q h e was 

p r i n t e d w i t h o u t e i t h e r t he name o f i t s p u b l i s h e r , d a t e , o r p l a c e o f 

p u b l i c a t i o n , but on t y p o g r a p h i c a l e v i d e n c e i t may be a s c r i b e d t o t h e 

p ress o f Mat theus Crom and d a t e d 1540-1544. Though the i n i t i a l s ' J J D ' 

appear on t h e t i t l e page, t he a u t h o r has not y e t been i d e n t i f i e d . 

XLV O n d e r w i i s i n q h e , C h r i s t e 1 i j c k e , t o t den r i j c k e G o d s . ^ ^ ^ 

201 

P u b l i s h e d by Mat theus Crom p r o b a b l y abou t 1543, t h i s pamphle t 

is a c a t e c h e t i c a l d i a l o g u e between Mensche (man) and S c h r i f t u e r e ( t h e 

B i b l e ) , I t s a u t h o r is unknown. 

197 J . Decave le , De dageraad van de r e f o r m a t i e in V l a a n d e r e n (1520-1565) 
(Brusse ls , 1975) , I , p p . 9 6 - 9 7 . 

198 Verboden l e c t u u r , p p , 1 3 0 - 1 3 1 . 

199 Mbchiels 055. 

200 NK1622. Dated c1540. 

201 See Mach ie l s 054 . Dated c l 5 4 3 Machie1§' d a t i n g i s more a c c u r a t e in 
t h i s case than t h a t o f K r o n e n b e r g , who da tes many pamph le ts p r o b a b l y 
p u b l i s h e d in t he e a r l y 1540s, c l 5 4 0 so as t o i n c l u d e them in her 
b i b l i o g r a p h y , 



296 

XLVI O n d e r w i j s , Een c o r t , wt der h e y l i g h e r s c r i f t , om de mensche t e 

brenqen t o t gheerne ende w l l l i c h l i c t e s t e r v e n ende den doot 
. . . . . 202 

n l e t t e o n t s l e n . 

Sepp w r o n g l y supposed t h i s work t o be a t r a n s l a t i o n o f L u t h e r ' s 
203 

Sermon von der B e r e i t u n g zum S te rben ( 1 5 1 9 ) . In f a c t , a compar i son 

o f the Co r t o n d e r w i j s w i t h a French pamphlet e n t i t l e d Vng b r e i f 

ense ignement t i r e hors de la s a i n c t e e s c r i p t u r e p o u r amener la personne 
20k 205 

a m o r i r r e v e a l s t h a t t hey a r e one and the same w o r k , a l t h o u g h no 

i n d i c a t i o n is g i v e n as t o whe the r t he Dutch is a t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e 

French o r v i c e v e r s a . The a v a i l a b l e e v i d e n c e is i n s u f f i c i e n t t o 

d e t e r m i n e f o r c e r t a i n whe the r t h e C o r t e o n d e r w i j s o r t h e B r e i f 

ense ignement appeared f i r s t , but precedence s h o u l d p r o b a b l y be g i v e n t o 

t he French t e x t . The Co r te o n d e r w i j s must have been p u b l i s h e d by 15^5 

f o r i t appears on t h e L iege Index o f t h a t y e a r ^ ^ ^ as w e l l as t he Leuven 
207 

Index o f 1546. The B r e i f ense ignemen t , on t h e o t h e r hand, must have 

been p u b l i s h e d by 1 June 1541 because a Sorbonne c e n s u r e o f t h a t d a t e 

quo tes t h r e e p r o p o s i t i o n s w h i c h appear in t h e p r i n t e d v e r s i o n . T h i s 
2 08 

censu re was t r a n s c r i b e d i n t o t h e Sorbonne p r i n t e d c a t a l o g u e in 1544. 

The a u t h o r o f t h e Co r t o n d e r w i j s is unknown. One e d i t i o n o f t he 

f ense ignement bears i 

been i d e n t i f i e d f r om t h i s , 

B r e i f ense ignement bears the i n i t i a l s G . L . , ^ ^ ^ b u t no a u t h o r has so f a r 

202 Amsterdam UB 2497 H34. Amsterdam UB c a t a l o g u e d a t e s t h i s pamph le t 
c ] 5 5 0 and sugges ts Ghent as a p o s s i b l e p l a c e o f p u b l i c a t i o n , 

203 Verboden l e c t u u r , p . 8 7 . 

204 The B r i t i s h L i b r a r y has two e d i t i o n s one d a t e d c l 5 5 0 (4405 aa 37) 
t h e o t h e r 1551 (3103 a 3 0 ) , 

205 My thanks a re due t o P r o f . F, Higman who f i r s t sugges ted t h a t t h e 
C o r t o n d e r w i j s and t h e B r e i f ense ignement m i g h t be the same w o r k , 

206 E, Fa i r o n , 'Le p r e m i e r i n d e x ' , p . 1 3 . 

207 Die I n d i c e s L i b r o r u m P r o h i b i t o r u m , p . 4 1 . 

208 I am i ndeb ted t o P r o f . Higman f o r t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n . 

209 BL 4405 aa 37 . 
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XLVI I O n d e r w i j s i n q e , C o r t e , w t e r h e y l l g h e r s c h r i f t u e r e n , hoe wy onse 

v i a n d e n , d i e d u u e l , d i e were I t , ende ons eygen v i e e s c h , a Is 

c h r i s t e l i j c k e r i d d e r s wede rs taen s u l l e n . 

The e a r l i e s t known e d i t i o n o f t h i s pamphlet was p u b l i s h e d in 1562 
210 

by Ameet T a v e r n i e r a t Antwerp. R e p r i n t s f o l l o w e d f rom T a v e r n i e r ' s 
211 

p ress in 1565 and 1567. L i k e many o f T a v e r n i e r ' s works the C o r t e 
212 

onderw i js inge was p u b l i s h e d in c i v i l i t e t y p e . The work is d i v i d e d 

up i n t o f o u r p a r t s , t h e f i r s t s e c t i o n be ing an i n s t r u c t i o n in s p i r i t u a l 

w a r f a r e , t he second and t h i r d o f f e r i n g c o n s o l a t i o n t o t he s u f f e r i n g and 

d y i n g and the f o u r t h i n c l u d e s some hymns. Both t h e t i t l e and c o n t e n t s 

o f t he Co r te o n d e r w i j s i n q e c a l l t o mind Erasmus 's E n c h i r i d i o n mi 1 i t i s 

C h r i s t i a n i ( 1 5 0 3 ) . 

I n i t i a l l y , t he C o r t e o n d e r w i j s i n g e was v iewed as an o r t h o d o x 

C a t h o l i c w o r k , t h e co lophon o f t he 1562 e d i t i o n r e a d i n g ' H i e n i h i l 

c o n t i n e t u r a u t e r r o r is a u t s c a n d a l i : p o t e r i t e r g o p r a e l o m a n d a r i . I t a 
213 

a t t e s t o r M a r t i n g u s Coo l s , P lebandus B r u x e l l e n i s i m m e r i t u s ' . By 

1570, however , o p i n i o n had s h i f t e d f o r i t appeared on A l v a s Index o f 
214 

f o r b i d d e n books p u b l i s h e d in t h a t y e a r . P o s s i b l y t h i s was due t o 

t he Erasmian e t h o s o f t h e C o r t e o n d e r w i j s i n q e , f o r many o f Erasmus 's 

works were f i r s t f o r b i d d e n in 1570 a l s o . 

X L V I I I O n d e r w i i s i n g e . Gu lden , om t e an twoorden op a l i e punc ten d i e de 

vyanden der wae rhey t bybrenghen moghen. 

P o s s i b l y w r i t t e n by Johannes Schopper , Eyn R a t s c h l a q , den e t l i c h e 

c h r i s t e n l i c h e P f a r r h e r r n , . . v e r t h e d i g e n n w o l l e n n f i r s t appeared i n 
215 

Nurenberg in 1525 and was t r a n s l a t e d i n t o Dutch as Een g u l d e n 

210 Leiden UB. 1498 G12(3 ) , Repr in ted in WRN IX, pp .615 -639 -

211 1565, BT6124. 1567, Verboden l e c t u u r , p . 2 4 3 . 

212 See p p . 2 3 - 2 4 . 

213 B^N IX, p.639. 

214 Verboden l e c t u u r , p . 2 4 3 . 

215 See NK1623. 
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o n d e r w i i s i n q e om te an twoorden op a l i e punc ten d i e de yyanden de r 

wae rhey t bybrenghen moghen. Th ree Dutch e d i t i o n s a r e known. The 

e a r l i e s t two were bo th o s t e n s i b l y p r i n t e d a t Nuremberg in 1525 , ^ ^^ but 

a lmos t c e r t a i n l y p l a c e and d a t e o f p u b l i c a t i o n i n bo th cases a r e 
217 

f i c t i t i o u s . A t h i r d e d i t i o n was p u b l i s h e d by Steven Mierdmans a t 

Emden in 1556 under t he pseudonym Magnus vanden Merberghe van 
2 18 

O e s t e r h o u t . 

XLiX Pass ionae1-boecxken t r a c t e r e n d e van da t l i j d e n ons Heeren l e s u 

C h r i s t 

The Pass ionae1-boecxken is a c o m p i l a t i o n o f t h e w r i t i n g s o f 

numerous e v a n g e l i c a l a u t h o r s . 

'So z i j n h i e r van ( t o t l e e r i n g h e en t r o o s t 
den C h r i s t e n ) v e l e t r o o s t e 1 i j c k e l e e r i n g h e n 
ende o n d e r w i j s i n g h e n v e r g a d e r t wt d i u e r s c h e 
C h r i s t e l i j c k e r l e e r a e r s s c r i f t e n ' 220 

as t he e d i t o r e x p l a i n s in a p r e f a c e t o t he w o r k . The Pass i onae1 -

boecxken, wh ich is c l e a r l y an e v a n g e l i c a l r e w o r k i n g o f the t r a d i t i o n a l 

med ieva l p a s s i o n - b o o k , compr i ses some t w e n t y f i v e c h a p t e r s , t he f i r s t 

o f w h i c h is a t r a n s l a t i o n o f L u t h e r ' s Sermon von d e r B e t r a c h t u n g des 
221 

h e i l i q e n Leidens C h r i s t ! ( 1 5 1 9 ) . The a u t h o r s h i p o f t he o t h e r twen t y 

f o u r c h a p t e r s s t i l l remains unknown, bu t i t i s p r o b a b l e t h a t t h e y were 

w r i t t e n by c o n f e s s i o n a 1 l y L u t h e r a n t h e o l o g i a n s . V i s s e r has i d e n t i f i e d 

216 NK1623 and 3631. 

217 At l e a s t one e d i t i o n o f t h e Gulden o n d e r w i j s i n g h e must have been 
p u b l i s h e d b e f o r e 1528 f o r i n t h a t y e a r one Jan van Genck, a 
g lassmaker f rom M a a s t r i c h t pu rchased a copy f r o m a l o c a l b o o k s e l l e r , 
W, Bax, Met p r o t e s t a n t i s m s in hat b isdom L u i k en v o o r a l t e M a a s t r i c h t 
1505-1557 (The Hague, 1 9 3 7 ) , I , p . 8 4 . M,E. K r o n e n b e r g , Verboden 
boeken, p , 4 4 . 

218 The Hague KB 1714 F20. 

219 NK1682. Dated c1540. 

220 Pass i onae1 -boecxken , A i i v , 'So a r e here g a t h e r e d ( f o r t h e t e a c h i n g 
and c o m f o r t o f C h r i s t i a n s ) many c o m f o r t i n g t e a c h i n g s and i n s t r u c t i o n s 
f r o m t h e w r i t i n g s o f v a r i o u s C h r i s t i a n t e a c h e r s , ' 

221 See NK1682. For o t h e r Du t ch t r a n s l a t i o n s o f t h i s sermon see NK263 
and 3467. 
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t he Pass ionae 1-boecxken as coming f r o m t h e L u t h e r a n p u b l i s h i n g c e n t r e 
222 

o f Wese l , and the c h a p t e r e n t i t l e d 'Van da t a v o n t m a e l ons Heeren ' 

b e t r a y s a s t r o n g Lu the ran b i a s when the a u t h o r c a s t i g a t e s those who 

h o l d s p i r i t u a l i s t i c v iews o f t he L o r d ' s Supper : 

'Ende het is een g r o u w e l i j c k e sonde van desen 
Sacramente houden g h e l i j c k Z w i n g l i u s ende d i e 
Sacrament swermers da t het maer b roo t ende 
w i j n s y . ' 223 

L PEETERS, NICLAES, Sermonen o f t w t l e g q h i n g h e n op a l i e de 
224 

e u a n q e l i e n vender v a s t e n m e t t e r p a s s i e n . 

LI PEETERS, NICLAES, C h r i s t e l i k e sermonen op a l i e de e u a n q e l i e n van 
225 

a l i e sondaqhen ende p r i n c i p a e l h e y l i c h d a g h e n i n t i a e r . 

Li I R e f u t a c i e van t Salve r e q i n a ^ ^ ^ 

227 
Three e d i t i o n s o f t h i s condemna t ion o f the S a l v e r e q i n a a r e known. 

None a re da ted and a l l o f them were p r i n t e d anonymous ly . The R e f u t a c i e , 
228 

however, was p r o b a b l y f i r s t p u b l i s h e d in the e a r l y 1520s. In 

a d d i t i o n t o these Dutch t e x t s an E n g l i s h v e r s i o n o f t h e R e f u t a c i e was 

p u b l i s h e d in 1538 a p p e a r i n g a l o n g s i d e a t r a n s l a t i o n o f L u t h e r ' s Das 

M a g n i f i c a t v e r d e u t s c h e t und a u s q e l e q t (1521) as An e x p o s i c i o n upon t h e 

sonqe o f t he b lessed v i r g i n e Mary c a l l e d M a g n i f i c a t Where v n t o a r e 
229 

added t h e songes o f Sa lue r e q i n a B e n e d i c t u s and Nunc d i m i t t i s . 

222 C.Ch.G. V i s s e r , o p . c i t . p . 1 2 4 . Dated c l 5 4 0 - 1 5 5 0 . 

223 Pass i onae1 -boecxken . M v i i v , 'And i t i s an a b o m i n a b l e s i n t o h o l d 
l i k e Z w i n g l i and the sa e ra men t«rlft« t h a t t h i s sacrament i s me re l y 
bread and w i n e . ' 

224 See p p . 1 6 7 - 2 0 0 . 
225 See pp .167 -200 . 
226 The Sa lve r e q i n a is a M a r i a n a n t i p h o n da ted f r o m t h e e l e v e n t h 

c e n t u r y , 

227 NK1787, 3788, 4170. R e p r i n t e d in BRN I , p p . 1 5 - 2 6 . 

228 K ronenberg da ted NK1787 c l 5 2 4 , 

229 STC 17536. Benzing 803. 
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LI I I Reqhe l , Der c h r i s t e n . 

T h i s c a t e c h i s m is based a lmos t e n t i r e l y on v e r s e s o f S c r i p t u r e . 

S t r u c t u r a l l y , i t resembles L u t h e r ' s K l e i n e K a t e c h i s m u s in t h a t as w e l l 

as c o n t a i n i n g the Creed , t h e L o r d ' s P r a y e r and t h e Ten Commandments i t 

d e a l s w i t h how men and women in v a r i o u s s t a t i o n s o f l i f e ( v i r g i n s , 

w idows , p a r e n t s , m a s t e r s , s e r v a n t s and t h e l i k e ) ough t t o l i v e . There 

i s , however , no t e x t u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p between t h e two w o r k s . Two 

e d i t i o n s o f Der c h r i s t e n r e q h e l a r e known, one p r i n t e d by Mierdmans and 

1 15̂  
231 

230 
p u b l i s h e d by Crom a t An twerp in 1543, the o t h e r p r i n t e d by P e t e r 

W a r n e r s z , a t Kampen abou t 1550. 

LIV R e q i s t e r e n , De v e r g h e 1 i j c k i n q e der g h e s l a c h t , onses Heeren ende 
232 

s a l i c h m a k e r s Jesu C h r i s t i b i j Matteum ende Lucam. 

The a im o f t h i s t r a c t i s t o demons t ra te by S c r i p t u r a l p r o o f s t h a t 

C h r i s t was d i r e c t l y descended f rom K ing D a v i d . P r i n t e d by D i e r i c k 

Buyter a t Vianen in 1564, the V e r g h e l i j c k i n g j & r q l n e s A a c k t CegisLere 

may w e l l have been i n t e n d e d as a de fence o f the o r t h o d o x v iew o f t he 

i n c a r n a t i o n a g a i n s t t he A n a b a p t i s t n o t i o n t h a t C h r i s t d i d no t ' t a k e 

f lesh ' f r o m Mary. 

LV REGIUS, URBANUS, Een boecxken o f t s e n d t b r i e f waer om a Is nu t e r 

t i j t inden g e l o v e t w i s t i s , geschreven an eenen gueden v r e n d t . 

Though i n i t i a l l y an opponent o f L u t h e r , as e a r l y as 1520 Urbanus 

Regius (1489-1541) was moving towards the e v a n g e l i c a l cause . Both as a 

p r a c t i c a l r e f o r m e r - f i r s t a t Augsburg (1524-1530) and s u b s e q u e n t l y a t 

Luneburg (1531-1549) - and as a w r i t e r , Reg ius became a s t r o n g 
233 

s u p p o r t e r o f o r t h o d o x L u t h e r a n ism. The Boecxken o f t s e n d t b r i e f was 

t r a n s l a t e d f r om h i s S e n d b r i e f warumb der y e t z i g e Zanck im Glauben s e y . . 

230 Machiels R85. 

231 The Hague KB 1708 D 34 ( 5 ) . 

232 Amsterdam UB968 D I9 . 

233 The New S c h a f f - H e r z o g e n c y c l o p e d i a X, p p . 2 2 - 2 3 
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an e i n e n gu ten Freunde zu H i l desheym (1531 ) . Two Du tch e d i t i o n s a re 

known. The f i r s t bore the same da te as t he German o r i g i n a l , but may 

have been a n t e d a t e d . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t he o n l y e x t a n t copy o f t h i s 

e d i t i o n , p r e v i o u s l y in t h e B i b l i o t h e q u e R o y a l e , B r u s s e l s , i s now 
234 

m i s s i n g . A second e d i t i o n was p u b l i s h e d by Hans de Braecker a t 

Wesel in 1558.^35 

LVI REGIUS, URBANUS, D i a l o q u s van de p r e k i n g h e d i e C h r i s t u s den twee 

d i s c i p e l e n dede, t o t Emaus gaende op den p a e s d a c h . 

T r a n s l a t e d f rom R e g i u s ' s D i a l o q u s von der t r o s t r e i c h e n P r e d i g t , 

d i e C h r i s t u s Luc. 24 ( 1 5 3 7 ) , t h e s u b j e c t o f t h i s t r e a t i s e is t he Old 

Tes tament p r o p h e c i e s c o n c e r n i n g the b i r t h , l i f e , d e a t h and r e s u r r e c t i o n 

o f C h r i s t . The e x e g e s i s and e x p l a n a t i o n t a k e t h e f o r m o f a d i a l o g u e 

between a husband and w i f e based on S t . Luke ' s r e m a r k t h a t C h r i s t 

' B e g i n n i n g w i t h Moses and a l l t he p r o p h e t s . . . i n t e r p r e t e d t o them ( t h e 

d i s c i p l e s on the road t o Emaus) t h e t h i n g s c o n c e r n i n g h i m s e l f 

S t r o n g l y d i d a c t i c in tone i t d w e l l s a t l e n g t h on j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h 

a l o n e and C h r i s t i a n l i b e r t y , t hough o c c a s i o n a l l y some p o l e m i c a g a i n s t 

C a t h o l i c i s m and , more e s p e c i a l l y , a g a i n s t A n a b a p t i s m i n t r u d e s . Emaus 

was a p a r t i c u l a r l y p o p u l a r w o r k . i t was f i r s t p r i n t e d , o s t e n s i b l y by 
237 

N i c l a e s van O ldenborch in 1538 and r e p r i n t e d by S teven Mierdmans a t 
218 

Emden in 1557 . In a d d i t i o n , f o u r o t h e r e d i t i o n s were p u b l i s h e d in 
239 

the l a t e s i x t e e n t h and e a r l y s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

234 NK4398. Prev ious ly NK01035. 

235 M a c h i e l s R I 0 6 . 

236 Luke 2 4 : 7 . 

237 NK1789. 

238 M a c h i e l s R I 0 5 . P u b l i s h e d under t he pseudonym Magnus vanden 
Merberghe van O e s t e r h o u t . 

239 i ) Laurens Jacobsz , Amsterdam I589 . Amsterdam UB 975 E2. 
i i ) Jacob L e n a e r t s z Meyn, E n k h u i z e n , 1589. Amsterdam UB 2497 B12, 

i i i ) Jan C laesz van Do rp , L e i d e n , 1596. Amsterdam UB 975 E l . 
i v ) Laurens Jacobsz , Amsterdam, 1601, Amsterdam VU. 
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2U() 
LV I I REGIUS, URBANUS, De medec i i ne der s i e l e n . 

Though i t s t i t l e i s p r o b a b l y based upon t h a t o f a l a t e med ieva l 
2k 1 

work o f d e v o t i o n , t h e M e d i c i j n e der s i e l e n is s t r o n g l y e v a n g e l i c a l 

i n t e n o r . T r a n s l a t e d f o r R e g i u s ' s See len a r t z n e y f u r gesund und 

k ranken zu d i e s e n g e f a r l i c h e n z e y t e n ( 1 5 2 9 ) , the M e d e c i j n e der s i e l e n 

f i r s t appea red , a c c o r d i n g t o i t s co lophon in 1536, though i t s a l l e g e d 

p r i n t e r , N i c l a e s van O ldenbo rch , was no t a v e r s e t o a n t e d a t i n g pamph le ts . 

A second e d i t i o n o f t h i s t r a c t was p u b l i s h e d by Jan van Ghelen a t 
. • 1r m 242 
An twerp in 1559. 

LV I I I REGIUS, URBANUS, Een r e c h t e o n d e r s c h e y t t u s s c h e n d i e oude ende 

nyeuwe l e e r i n q h e . 

A compar i son between e v a n g e l i c a l ( o l d ) and C a t h o l i c (new) d o c t r i n e , 

t h e Recht o n d e r s c h e y t was t r a n s l a t e d f r o m t h e Novae d o c t r i n a e ad ve te rem 
243 

C011a t i o (1526), and was p u b l i s h e d anonymously i n 1527-

244 
LIX ROL, HENRICK, Die s l o t e l van d a t s e c r e e t des n a c h t m a e l s . 

H e n r i c k Rol ended h i s l i f e as an A n a b a p t i s t m a r t y r , be ing burned 
245 

a t t h e s t a k e a t M a a s t r i c h t in September 1534, However , t he S l o t e 1 , 

a s p i r i t u a l i s t i c t r e a t m e n t o f the L o r d ' s Supper , was d r a f t e d some t i m e 

between 1531 and 8 November 1533 , ^^^ and t h e r e f o r e may have been w r i t t e n 

b e f o r e Rol had been c o n v e r t e d t o t he A n a b a p t i s t c a u s e . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 

no copy o f t h i s e a r l y da te s u r v i v e s . The t e x t r e p r i n t e d in t h e 

B i b l i o t h e c a r e f o r m a t o r i a n e e r l a n d i c a is t h a t p u b l i s h e d by P i e t e r 

240 NKI79O. The Medec i j ne de r s i e l e n a l s o c o n t a i n s t he T r o o s t inghe wt 
de r god 1 i k e r s c r i f t o f Caspar H u b e r i n u s , see p . 2 9 0 . 

241 See NKI506 and 3510, Medec i j n der s i e l e n , and 3 9 8 5 - 3 9 8 6 , Der z i e l e n 
t r o o s t . 

242 J.W, P o n t , o p . c i t . p . 2 6 4 . 

243 NK179I. 

244 B^N V, p p . 4 1 - 9 4 . 

245 MJE I I , p . 7 0 4 . 

246 BRN V, p . 1 0 . 
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24? 

A n a s t a s i u s de Z u t t e r e a t Etnden c15d3. In de Z u t t e r e ' s e d i t i o n t h e 

S l o t e I was p u b l i s h e d a l o n g w i t h a n o t h e r w o r k , Eyne ware b e d i j n c k i j n g e , 

hoe d a t h o o c h w e i r d i c h l i c h a a m C h r i s i t , van unsen v n w e i r d i g e n l i chaam 

t o v n d e r s c h e i d e n j s z , doer v rage vnde an twoo rde . I t i s u n l i k e l y , 
248 

however , t h e t Rol was t h e a u t h o r o f t h i s o t h e r t r a c t . 

LX SACHS, HANS, D i a l o g u s o f tweesprake t u s s c h e n eenen e v a n g e l i s c h e n 

Hans, ende eenen l u y t e r s c h e n P e e t e r , in w e l c k e g e s t r a f t w e r t , d i e 

o n w e t e n t h e y t ende o n b e s c h e y d e 1 i j c k h e i t van sommige d r i j v e n . 

Hans Sachs o f Nuremberg (1494-1576) was a shoemaker by t r a d e , but 

i s b e t t e r known as a poe t and R e f o r m a t i o n p o l e m i c i s t . The D i a l o q u s o f 

tweesprake i s a t r a n s l a t i o n o f h i s Gesprech eynes e v a n g e l i s c h e n C h r i s t e n 

mi t e inem L u t h e r i s c h e n wh i ch was p u b l i s h e d in 1524 as one o f h i s V i e r 
249 

D i a l o g e n in P rosa . The o n l y e x t a n t Dutch e d i t i o n o f t h i s pamphlet 
250 

was p r i n t e d anonymously in 1564. A lmost c e r t a i n l y , however , t h i s 

is a r e p r i n t o f an e a r l i e r Du tch t r a n s l a t i o n , f o r t h e D i a l o g u s o f 
251 

tweesprake appeared on a f o r b i d d e n book l i s t as e a r l y as 1545. 

LXI SACHS, HANS, Een schoone d i s p u t a t i e van eenen e v a n g e l i s s c h e n 

schoenmaker ende van eenen pap is t iqhen c o e r h e e r e . 

T r a n s l a t e d f rom t h e D i s p u t a c i o n zw ischen a i n e m Cho rhe r renn vnnd 

Schumacker (1524) t he Schoone d i s p u t a t i e was f i r s t p u b l i s h e d abou t 
2^2 2^^ 

1525. Two r e p r i n t s f o l l o w e d , one p u b l i s h e d c l 5 4 0 , t he o t h e r 

247 B i b l i o t h e c a B e l g i c a , R25. Copies in U t r e c h t UB and Z u r i c h 
Z e n t r a I b i b l i o t h e k , 

248 B^N V, p p . 4 , 1 4 - 1 5 . 

249 New S c h a f f - H e r z o g e n c y c l o p e d i a X, p p . 1 3 8 - 1 3 9 . 

250 Amsterdam UB 200? G43 ( 3 ) . 

251 E. Fa i r o n , ' Le p r e m i e r i n d e x ' , p . 1 3 . 

252 NK3827. The S c h o o n e d i s p u t a t ie must have been p r i n t e d by Augus t 1526, 
f o r some t i m e b e f o r e 10 September o f t h a t y e a r one M a r t i n Mathysz f rom 
Hons was a r r e s t e d a t Gouda f o r d i s t r i b u t i n g S a c h ' s t r a c t w i t h i n t he 
town , A .C . Duke, ' D i s s i d e n t v o i c e s in a c o n f o r m i s t t o w n ; t he e a r l y 
r e f o r m a t i o n a t Gouda ' , B e s t u u r d e r s en g e l e e r d e n . O p s t e l l e n ove r 
onderwerpen i n t de n e d e r l a n d s c h e g e s c h i e d e n i s van de I 6 e , 17e en l8e 
eeuw aangeboden aan P r o f . Dr . J . J . W o l t j e r , e d . S. G r o e n v e l d , 
M.E.H.M. Mont , I . S c h o f f e r (Amsterdam, 1985) , p . 2 5 . 

253 NK3828. 
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254 

c1557 . Like t he D i a l o g u s o f tweesprake the S c h o o n e d i s p u t a t ie was 

o r i g i n a l l y one o f Sachs ' V i e r D i a l o g u s in P rosa , and as a d i a l o g u e 

between an o r t h o d o x canon and an e v a n g e l i c a l shoemaker may be o f 

a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

LXI I Scutum f i d e i . Den s c h i l t o f t wapen des g e l o o f s daer mede w i 

s u l l e n weeren d i e v i anden Gods. 

One o f t h e most p o p u l a r o f a l l R e f o r m a t i o n t r a c t s was a c o m p i l a t i o n 

o f o v e r f i v e hundred q u o t a t i o n s from t he Church F a t h e r s and the 

S c r i p t u r e s known as t h e Un io d i s s i d e n t i u m o f Hermanus B o d i u s . A l l in 

a l l , a t l e a s t t w e n t y f i v e e d i t i o n s o f t h i s work w e r e p r i n t e d in L a t i n , 

F rench and German between 1527 and 1600 . ^^^ 

In a l l p r o b a b i l i t y t he Un io d i s s i d e n t i u m is o f N e t h e r l a n d i s h 

o r i g i n . The e a r l i e s t e x t a n t e d i t i o n was p u b l i s h e d by M a r t i n de Keyser 
256 

a t An twerp on 1 March 1527- Some have q u e s t i o n e d whe the r t h i s was, 

in f a c t , t h e f i r s t e d i t i o n o f the U n i o , c i t i n g i t s appearance on a l i s t 

o f p r o h i b i t e d books c o m p i l e d by C u t h b e r t T u n s t a l l , B i shop o f London, 
257 

d a t e d 23 Oc tober 1526. A number o f t h e books l i s t e d on t h i s i n d e x , 

however , must have been added a f t e r 1526 s i n c e some were n o t p u b l i s h e d 

u n t i l 1528 o r 1529. As C lebsch has shown, t h e e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e d a t e 

f o r t h e comp le te l i s t i s 12 J u l y 1529, t h e da te o f p u b l i c a t i o n o f F r i t h ' s 

t r a n s l a t i o n o f L u t h e r , The r e v e l a t i o n o f A n t i c h r i s t F u r t h e r m o r e , 

de Keyser was a l s o r e s p o n s i b l e f o r p u b l i s h i n g t h e second p a r t o f t h e 

Un io l a t e r in 1527, t o g e t h e r w i t h numerous o t h e r e a r l y e d i t i o n s o f t h e 
259 260 

w o r k , and was in commun ica t ion w i t h Bodius h i m s e l f . Thus , even 

254 M.E. Kronenberg ' i s Magnus vanden Merberghe van O e s t e r h o u t een 
s c h u i l n a a m van N i c l a e s van O l d e n b o r c h ' , HB XXXI ( 1 9 5 2 - 5 4 ) , p . 1 1 0 . 

255 Index a u r e 1 i e n s i s 1 2 0 . 8 6 6 - 1 2 0 . 8 9 0 . 

256 NK4313. 

257 NKOI293. J . Foxe , A c t s and monuments (London, 1 5 7 6 ) , I I , p . 9 9 0 . 

258 W.A. C l e b s c h , E n g l a n d ' s e a r l i e s t p r o t e s t a n t s , 1520-1535 (New Haven, 
1964) , p p . 2 6 2 - 2 6 3 . 

259 See Index a u r e l i e n s i s 120 .866 , 1 2 0 . 8 6 8 - 1 2 0 . 8 7 1 , 1 2 0 . 8 7 4 - 1 2 0 . 8 7 5 . 

260 W.F. Dankbaar , 'De Un io d i s s i d e n t ium van Hermanus B o d i u s ' , 
T i j d s c h r i f t v o o r g e s c h i e d e n i s LXXI v ' ~ T l 9 6 l ) , p . 3 6 9 . 
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i f t h e e a r l i e s t e x t a n t e d i t i o n o f the Un i o i s n o t t h e f i r s t e d i t i o n , 

i t i s ve r y l i k e l y t h a t t he Un io o r i g i n a t e d f rom de K e y s e r ' s An twerp 

p r e s s , 

Though t h e p ress f r o m w h i c h t h e Un io o r i g i n a l l y came has been 

i d e n t i f i e d , t h e a u t h o r s h i p o f t h i s work remains a m y s t e r y . Most 

s c h o l a r s have been o f t h e o p i n i o n t h a t Hermanus B o d i u s is a pseudonym, 

and t h e ' S w i s s ' o r i e n t a t i o n o f t he t h e o l o g y o f t h e Un io ( i t s 

s p i r i t u a l i s t i c v i ew o f t he L o r d ' s Supper) t o g e t h e r w i t h a c o m p l i c a t e d 

l i n g u i s t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e name Hermanus B o d i u s , have e s t a b l i s h e d 

M a r t i n Bucer as a l e a d i n g c a n d i d a t e . K r o n e n b e r g r e j e c t e d t h i s 

h y p o t h e s i s , d e m o n s t r a t i n g t h a t t he Un io was f i r s t p u b l i s h e d in An twerp 

and n o t Cologne as o r i g i n a l l y t h o u g h t , and p o i n t i n g o u t t h a t though a 

French v e r s i o n appeared in 1527 t h e r e was no German t r a n s l a t i o n u n t i l 

t h a t o f Caspar Hed ic in 1538, I t i s more l i k e l y , she a r g u e d , t h a t 

Bod ius was a Ne ther l a n d e r 

In t h e Low C o u n t r i e s t h e Un io d i s s i d e n t ium was f i r s t p r o h i b i t e d a t 

Le iden on 8 January 1530, On the same l i s t o f f o r b i d d e n books was a 

work e n t i t l e d 'Schuteum f i d e i in d u y t s c h e den s c h i l t des g e l o o f s i n t 

dwe ick o i c k g e a l l e g e e r t worden d i e oude d o c t o r e n t r a c t e r e n d e vanden 

g e l o v e , wercken ende g e e s t e l i c k e e e t i n g h e , geen menc ie maeckende vande 
263 

s a c r a m e n t a l e e e t i n g h e ende g e l o v e ' . A l a s , no copy o f a Scutum f i d e i 

261 I b i d , p p , 3 7 8 - 3 7 9 - M.E. K ronenbe rg , ' I s M a r t i n u s Bu t ze r onder he t 
pseudoniem Hermanus Bod ius de a u t e u r van de U n i o d i s s i d e n t i urn 
g e w e e s t ' , HB XXXIV ( 1 9 5 9 - 6 1 ) , p p . 1 - 2 . 

262 M.E. K ronenbe rg , ' I s M a r t i n u s B u t z e r ' , p . 4 . 

263 L, K n a p p e r t , 'De index l i b r o r u m p r o h i b i t o r u m t e Le iden in 1 5 3 0 ' , 
T i j d s c h r i f t v o o r boek-en b l b l i o t h e e k w e z e n IV ( 1 9 0 6 ) , p . 2 2 6 . I t has 
been sugges ted t h a t W i l l e m van Z w o l l e , a member o f t h e e n t o u r a g e o f 
C h r i s t i a a n I I o f Denmark who was pu t t o d e a t h on 20 Oc tober 1529 a t 
Mechelen was the a u t h o r o f t h e Scutum f i d e i . T h i s i s p o s s i b l e but 
by no means c e r t a i n . Th ree books were m e n t i o n e d in t h e s e n t e n c e 
pronounced a g a i n s t W i l l e m van Z w o l l e on 25 Sep tember 1529. The 
sen tence c l e a r l y i d e n t i f i e d W i l l e m as a u t h o r o f t w o , Dat 1 i c h t de r 
heydenen and D ie v e r t r o e s t i n g h e des H e y l i q e n G e e s t z sy met ons , but 
m e r e l y no ted t h a t he was in p o s s e s s i o n o f t h e t h i r d , t h e Scutum 
f i d e i . P. F r e d e r i c q , 'Sen tence prononcee c o n t r e G u i l l a u m e van 
Z w o l l e par 1 ' i n q u i s i t e u r g e n e r a l des Pays -Bas , 1 5 2 9 ' , Bui l e t i ns de 
1 'academie r o y a l e des s c i e n c e s , des l e t t r e s e t des b e a u x - a r t s de 
Belqique s e r . 3 . XXX ( 1 8 9 5 ) , p p . 2 5 8 - 2 6 6 . 
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p u b l i s h e d b e f o r e 1530 s u r v i v e s . In t h e K o n i n k l i j k e B i b l i o t h e e k i n The 

Hague, however , t h e r e i s a copy o f a work e n t i t l e d Scutum f i d e i . Den 

s c h i l t o f t wapen des q e l o o f s daer mede w i s u l l e n weeren d i e v ianden 

Gods w h i c h has been d a t e d c 1 5 ^ 5 . ^ ^ ^ A r e c e n t a n a l y s i s o f t h i s p a m p h l e t , 

wh i ch i s a c o m p i l a t i o n o f q u o t a t i o n s f r o m the S c r i p t u r e s and the Church 

F a t h e r s , has r e v e a l e d t h a t i t i s a p a r t i a l t r a n s l a t i o n o f the Un i o 

d i ss i d e n t i um .^^^ T h i s c l 5 ^ 5 Scutum is compr i sed o f t h r e e s e c t i o n s . 

The f i r s t p a r t w h i c h d e a l s w i t h c o n f e s s i o n , c l o s e l y f o l l o w s c h a p t e r 

t w e l v e o f t he Un i o 'De P o e n i t e n t i a e t t r i p l i c i c o n f e s s i o n e T h e 

second s e c t i o n on j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e l o o s e l y borrows f r om 

c h a p t e r n i ne o f t h e Un i o 'De F ide e t o p e r i b u s ' , a n d conc ludes w i t h a 

s h o r t s e c t i o n on t h e need less expense in t he b u r i a l o f t he dead taken 

f r o m c h a p t e r t w e n t y one o f t h e Un i o 'De honore e r g a s a n c t o s , e t impensa 

f u n e r i s ' , ^ ^ ^ The f i n a l p a r t w h i c h the t r a n s l a t o r c o n s i d e r s a s e p a r a t e 

book, f o r he i n s e r t s a n o t h e r p r o l o g u e , d e a l s w i t h t h e Holy Sacrament 

and i s bor rowed f rom c h a p t e r e i g h t e e n o f t h e Un i o 'De Sacramento 
268 

c o r p o r i s e t s a n g u i n i s C h r i s t i ' , G iven t h a t t h i s c l 5 ^ 5 Scutum 

c o n t a i n s numerous t e x t s f rom the F a t h e r s on f a i t h and works and t h e 

L o r d ' s Supper , t h e 1530 Le iden e d i c t w h i c h d e s c r i b e d a Scutum ' i n t 

dwe lck o i c k g e a l l e g e e r t worden d i e oude d o c t o r e n t r a c t e r e n d e vanden 

g e l o v e , wercken ende g e e s t e l i c k e e e t i n g h e , geen mencie maeckende vande 

s a c r a m e n t a l e e e t i n g h e ende g e l o v e ' must s u r e l y be r e f e r r i n g t o an 

e a r l i e r e d i t i o n o f t h e same w o r k . 

Though t h e Scutum i s h e a v i l y dependent upon t h e Un i o , t h e r e a r e 

n o t a b l e d i f f e r e n c e s between the two. The t i t l e s o f t h e two works 

r e v e a l a b a s i c d i f f e r e n c e in t h e aims and i n t e n t i o n s o f Bodius and t h e 

a u t h o r o f t h e Scutum. Though Bodius was a c o m m i t t e d e v a n g e l i c a l , he was 

264 The Hague KB 1702 F12 (3 ) 

265 J . Trapman, 'Le r 6 l e des " s a c r a m e n t a i r e s " des o r i g i n e s de la 
r e fo rme j u s q u ' e n 1530 aux P a y s - B a s ' , NAK L X I I I ( 1 9 8 3 ) , p p . 1 7 - 1 8 , 

266 Scutum f i d e i , a v i r - b i i i i v . H. B o d i u s , Un i o d i s s i d e n t i urn ( C o l o g n e , 
1531, Index au re 1 iens is 1 2 0 , 8 7 2 ) , p p . 2 9 9 - 3 1 6 , 

267 Scutum b i i i i v - d i i v . Un io p p . 1 5 3 - 2 0 9 , 4 6 3 - 4 6 6 . 

268 Scutum f i i v - g v i i i r , Un io p p . 3 6 7 - 3 8 7 . The p r o l o g u e f o r t h e book on 
t h e L o r d ' s Supper in t h e Scutum a l s o bor rows f r o m c h a p t e r t en o f 
t h e Un i o , 'De P recep t i s e t manda t i s hominum' . J , Trapman, 'Le r 8 l e 
des s a c r a m e n t a l r e s , p . 1 9 . 
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e s s e n t i a l l y e l r e n i c in h i s a p p r o a c h . H is a im was t o hea l the g r o w i n g 

sch i sm between Rome and t h e e v a n g e l i c a l s by r e f e r e n c e back t o t he 

w r i t i n g s o f t h e F a t h e r s , an a u t h o r i t y acknow ledged by bo th camps. 

Hence h i s t i t l e , ' t h e un ion o f d i s c o r d ' . The a u t h o r o f t he Scutum, on 

the o t h e r hand, was a l t o g e t h e r more p o l e m i c a l i n h i s app roach . The 

Scutum f i d e i ( s h i e l d o f f a i t h ) was i n t e n d e d as a w o r k by wh ich 

e v a n g e l i c a l s c o u l d r e f u t e t h e i r C a t h o l i c o p p o n e n t s . T h i s is borne ou t 

by t h e s u b t i t l e ' t h e s h i e l d o r weapon o f the f a i t h w i t h wh ich we s h a l l 

combat t h e enemies o f G o d ' , T h i s d i v e r g e n c e o f a p p r o a c h between the 

Un io and the Scutum is a m p l i f i e d in t he t e x t s o f t h e two wo rks . Both 

a u t h o r s deny t h e s a c r i f i c i a l n a t u r e o f t h e Mass, B o d i u s , however, 

was p r e p a r e d t o use t h e ve rb ' o f f e r ' f o r t h e sake o f accu racy when 

q u o t i n g C y p r i a n , T h e a u t h o r o f t h e Scutum, on t h e o t h e r hand, 
270 

denounced the Mass a a ' g r o o t e a b o m i n a t i e ' . I t i s n e i t h e r a 

s a c r i f i c e nor a good w o r k , bu t a remembrance o f t h e s a c r i f i c e and Last 

Supper o f C h r i s t : 

'En waer a l s u l c k e vgeu inge is daer en i s gheen 
o f f e r h a n d e meer v o o r d i e sonden, Onse auon tmae l 
i s een ghehoochn isse van d i e o f f e r h a n d e ende 
auontmae l C h r i s t i Jesu ende gheen w e r c k . ' 271 

L X I I I S e n d b r i e f . Een t r o o s t e 1 i j c k e n , voo r a l l e d i e om der wae rhey t 

ende om C h r i s t u s naem v e r u o l c h t worden . 

Two e d i t i o n s o f t h i s c o m f o r t i n g l e t t e r for t h o s e s u f f e r i n g 

p e r s e c u t i o n a r e known. The e a r l i e s t , o f w h i c h o n l y a f r agmen t s u r v i v e s . 
272 

was d a t e d by De Hoop S c h e f f e r and Kronenberg c 1 5 2 4 . T h i s i s v e r y 

e a r l y f o r a pamphlet o f t h i s t ype s i n c e the p e r s e c u t i o n o f e v a n g e l i c a l s 

in t h e Low C o u n t r i e s had o n l y j u s t begun by 1524. Such a d a t e i s , 

however , no t beyond the bounds o f p o s s i b i l i t y . L u t h e r ' s B r i e f an d i e 

269 J. Trapman, 'Le r S l e des sacramental r e s ' , p . 1 9 . 

270 Scutum f i d e i d v i i r , 

271 I b i d , e i i v . 'And where t h e r e i s such f o r g i v e n e s s t h e r e is no 
longer any o f f e r i n g fo r s i n . Our Lord 's Supper is a memorial o f 
t h e s a c r i f i c e and Last Supper o f C h r i s t and n o t a (good) w o r k . ' 

272 NKI885. R e p r i n t e d in t h e V I I I , p p . 1 2 3 - 1 3 7 , 
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C h r i s t e n in N i e d e r l a n d e n w r i t t e n t o c o m f o r t Du tch e v a n g e l i c a l s a f t e r 

t he e x e c u t i o n o f t h e Antwerp Augus t i n i a n s was p u b l i s h e d as e a r l y as 
273 

1523. The T r o o s t e l i j c k e n s e n d b r i e f was r e p r i n t e d by Hans de 

Braecker i n 1 5 5 8 . ^ ^ ^ 

LXIV Sermoon, Een schoon, van C h r i s t u s r i j c k e h e e r l i c h e y t ende 
275 

macht . 

P u b l i s h e d by Steven Mierdmans a t An twerp in 1544, t h i s s h o r t t r a c t 

ms des igned t o b r i n g c o m f o r t t o those s u f f e r i n g p e r s e c u t i o n by 

compar ing the b r i e f t r i a l s o f t h i s age w i t h t he f u t u r e g l o r y o f t h e 

kingdom o f God, 

LXV Summa der q o d l i k e r s c r i f t u r e n o f t een Duy t sche t h e o l o g i e . ^ ^ ^ 

277 

F i r s t p u b l i s h e d by Jan Seversz a t Le iden in 1523 t h e Summa der 

q o d l i k e r s c r i f t u r e n v\bs one o f t h e e a r l i e s t i n d i g e n o u s Dutch pamphle ts 

i n c l i n e d t o the e v a n g e l i c a l cause . I t s o r i g i n s a r e o b s c u r e . A t one 

t ime i t was t h o u g h t t o be the work o f H e n d r i k van Bommel ( 1 4 9 8 - 1 5 7 0 ) , 
n-y o 

bu t t h i s has been d i s p r o v e d . I t may have been t r a n s l a t e d f r om a 

L a t i n work known as t h e Oeconomica C h r i s t i a n a , b u t c o n v e r s e l y t h e 
279 

Oeconomica c o u l d have been t a k e n f r om the Summa. T r a n s l a t e d i n t o 

F r e n c h , E n g l i s h and I t a l i a n and r e p r i n t e d in Du tch f o u r t i m e s , t h e 

273 Benzing 1658-1668. 

274 BRN V I I I , p . 1 2 2 . 

275 B L . 4 0 3 4 . a a . 1 5 ( 2 ) . 

276 R e p r i n t e d in Met ouds te Neder landsche ve rboden Boek. 1523 Oeconomica 
C h r i s t i a n a . Summa de r q o d l i k e r s c r i f t u r e n , e d , J . J . van 
Too renenbe rgen , Monumenta r e f o r m a t ion i s B e l g i c a e I ( L e i d e n , 1882) . 
The Summa was a l s o t h e s u b j e c t o f a r e c e n t d o c t o r a l t h e s i s . 
J , Trapman, De summa der q o d l i k e r s c r i f t u r e n (1523) ( L e i d e n , 1978) . 

277 NKOII34. 

278 J . Trapman, De summa der q o d l i k e r s c r i f t u r e n ( 1 5 2 3 ) , p p . 4 1 - 5 2 , 

279 I b i d , p p . 8 0 - 8 1 . On ba lance Trapman g i v e s p r i o r i t y t o t h e 
Oeconom i ca . 
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2 80 
Summa was a work o f c o n s i d e r a b l e p o p u l a r i t y . T h e o l o g i c a l l y , i t s 

a u t h o r was i n d e b t e d bo th t o Erasmus and t o L u t h e r , h i s t w e n t y - s i x t h 

c h a p t e r b e i n g a condensed v e r s i o n o f L u t h e r ' s Von w e l t l i c h e r O b e r k e i t 
( 1 5 2 3 ) . ^ ^ ^ 

LXVI T i j d i n g h e , W a r a c h t i q e n ieuwe, van eenen boer d i e met c r a n c k e y t 
2g2 

beuaen hem h e e f t g h e b i e c h t tegen z l i n e n p r o c h i a e n . 

T r a n s l a t e d from German, poss ib ly by the Brugse r e d e r i i k e r 
28A 

Eduard de Dene, t h i s p o l e m i c a l d i a l o g u e was p u b l i s h e d anonymously in 

1564. Though t h e W a r a c h t i q e n ieuwe t i j d i n g h e a p p e a r s on t h e 1570 

i n d e x , i t does so in a con fused f o r m , be ing l i s t e d t o g e t h e r w i t h W i l l e m 

Gnapheus 's T o b i a s ende Lazarus as ' T ' s i e c k b e d d e van T o b i a s . D i a l o g u s den 
285 

P roch iaen ende den Crancken , Sparus h i e e s t t empo re G e u s i a n i s m i ' , 

P o s s i b l y c o p i e s o f t h e W a r a c h t i q e n ieuwe t i j d i n q h e were bound t o g e t h e r 

w i t h T o b i a s ende Lazarus when they were d i s c o v e r e d b e i n g d i s t r i b u t e d 

' a t t he t ime o f t h e Begga rs ' ( I 5 6 6 - 6 7 ) and i t was w r o n g l y assumed t h a t 

t h e y were one and the same w o r k . 

LXVI I T r o o s t , Per s i e c k e n , o n d e r w i j s i n q h e , om g h e w i 1 1 i c h l i c k t e s t e r v e n , 

At one t i m e m i s t a k e n l y t h o u g h t t o be a t r a n s l a t i o n o f B u l l i n g e r ' s 
286 

B e r i c h t der k rancken ( 1 5 3 5 ) , t h e S iecken t r o o s t i s p r o b a b l y an 

o r i g i n a l Dutch w o r k . U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e c l 5 4 0 e d i t i o n o f t h i s pamphlet 

280 I b i d , p . 7 3 . N K I 9 6 8 - I 9 6 9 , 3910-3911- Trapman r e d a t e s each o f t h e 
Dutch e d i t i o n s as f o l l o w s : NK3910 (1524 or l a t e r ) ; NKI968 (1525 or 
l a t e r ) ; NK3911 (1527 or l a t e r ) ; NKI969 ( c l 5 4 0 ) . J . Trapman, De 
summa der q o d l i k e r s c r i f t u r e n ( 1 5 2 3 ) , p . 1 8 . 

281 I b i d . p p . 5 7 - 7 0 , 33 . 

282 BL 1 1 5 5 5 . a . 1 1 . D i scussed by C.P, B u r g e r , 'Een a n t i - r o o m s c h pamphle t 
van 1564 ' , HB X ( 1 9 2 1 ) , p p . 3 3 1 - 3 3 6 . 

283 A f t e r t he t i t l e on the t i t l e p a g e come the words 'Ouerghesed t wten 
h o o c h d u y t s c h e n ' . 

284 J . J . Mak, De r e d e r i j k e r s (Amsterdam, 1944) , p p . 1 1 9 - 1 2 0 . 

285 Verboden l e c t u u r , p p . 2 5 5 - 2 5 7 . 

286 A . J . Van ' t H o o f t , De t h e o l o q i e van H e i n r i c h B u l l i n q e r i n b e t r e k k i n q 
t o t de n e d e r l a n d s c h e r e f o r m a t i e (Amsterdam, 1 8 8 8 ) , p . 1 2 5 . 



310 

l i s t e d by N i j h o f f and Kronenberg i s now no l o n g e r e x t a n t , the o n l y 

known copy in t he B r i t i s h L i b r a r y hav ing been d e s t r o y e d in the Second 
2 0*7 

W o r l d War, Copies o f two o t h e r e d i t i o n s o f t h e S iecken t r o o s t 

s u r v i v e , however , bo th o f w h i c h were p u b l i s h e d by Mat theus Crom in 
288 

1543, one p r i n t e d by Steven Mierdmans and the o t h e r by C o r n e l l s 

Wei l e n s . 2 ^ 9 

LXVII I Uut l e q q h i n q e , Een c o s t e l i c k e , o f t expos i t i e op d i e X qheboden 

ende op da t Pa te r n o s t e r . 

T h i s c a t e c h i s m i s s t r o n g l y e v a n g e l i c a l i n t o n e . P u b l i s h e d 

anonymously c 1 5 4 0 , ^ ^ ^ i t s p r e f a c e p romises t r u t h f u l i n s t r u c t i o n 

r e g a r d l e s s o f the o r d i n a n c e s o f A n t i c h r i s t ( t h a t i s , t he papacy) 

'Mer w i s u l l e n e l c k e n d i e wae rhey t l e e r e n n i e t 
ach tende op A n t e c h r i s t met a 1 s i j n d i s c i p e l e n 
noch op s i j n i n s t e l l i n g h e o f t m e n s c h e l i k e 
g e b o d e n . ' 291 

292 
LXVI11 V a l , Den, der roomscher k e r c k e n . 

V a r i o u s Dutch w r i t e r s such as Jan Utenhove a n d Mar ten Mic ron have 

been sugges ted as p o s s i b l e a u t h o r s o f t h i s v i t r i o l i c a t t a c k upon t h e 
293 

d o c t r i n e o f t r a n s u b s t a n t i a t i o n . There is l i t t l e d o u b t , however , 

t h a t t h e Val der roomscher ke rcken was t r a n s l a t e d f r o m t h e E n g l i s h 

F a u l l o f t h e romyshe c h u r c h e . Both t h e E n g l i s h a n d Dutch t e x t s 

287 NK3984. 

288 Machiels T351. 

289 Machiels T352. 

290 NK2092 

291 C o s t e l i c k e uut leqqh inqe a w . ' ' Bu t we w i l l t e a c h eve ryone the t r u t h , 
heed ing n e i t h e r A n t i c h r i s t w i t h a l l h i s d i s c i p l e s , nor his i n s t i t u t i o n 
o r human commands, ' 

292 R e p r i n t e d in BRN I , p p . 3 9 9 - 4 2 0 . 

293 See Verboden l e c t u u r , p p . 1 3 3 - 1 3 4 , 
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c o n c l u d e w i t h a d e d i c a t i o n t o the new E n g l i s h k i n g Edward V l , and i t i s 

d i f f i c u l t t o see why a Dutch pamphlet wou ld c o n t a i n such a d e d i c a t i o n 

un less i t were a t r a n s l a t i o n . Moreover , the e a r l i e s t Dutch e d i t i o n was 
29k 

p u b l i s h e d in 1553, whereas the e a r l i e s t E n g l i s h t e x t has been d a t e d 
295 

C I547 . Bes ides the 1553 e d i t i o n , p r i n t e d by S teven Mierdmans in 

London, t h r e e Dutch r e p r i n t s a r e known, t he f i r s t by Mierdmans h i m s e l f 

a t Emden in 1 5 5 6 , ^ ^ ^ t he second by A n t o n i u s de Solemne a t Norwich 

c l 5 7 0 ^ ^ ^ and the t h i r d by A d r i a e n He lmichsz a t G o r i n c h e m in l 6 l O . ^ ^ ^ 

LXX Vraqhe ende an twoorde op a l i e saken d i e eenen mensche t e r 

s a l i c h e y t van noode z i j n t e weten. 

As can be seen f r o m N i j h o f f and K r o n e n b e r g ' s b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l 

d e s c r i p t i o n , t he Vraqhe ende an tworde i s a t r a n s l a t i o n o f a German 
299 

Lu the ran pamph le t . I t c o n s i s t s o f two s e r i e s o f s e v e n t y two and 

n i n e t e e n q u e s t i o n s wh ich d e a l in t u r n w i t h j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h a l o n e . 

t h e Church , m o n a s t i c i s m , c o n f e s s i o n and t h e L o r d ' s Supper . Copies o f 
two e d i t i o n s o f the Vraqhe ende an twoorde s u r v i v e . The e d i t i o n w h i c h 

bears the d a t e 1518^^^ i s c l e a r l y a n t e d a t e d t o d i s g u i s e the e v a n g e l i c a l 

n a t u r e o f t h e work by g i v i n g i t a p r e - R e f o r m a t i o n d a t e . The o t h e r i s 
301 

da ted 1526, but Wi jnman has sugges ted t h a t t h i s t o o is an a t t e m p t t o 
3 02 

d e c e i v e . Some a p p r o x i m a t i o n o f t he da tes o f p u b l i c a t i o n c o u l d be 

made i f t he o r i g i n a l German t e x t c o u l d be d i s c o v e r e d . 

294 STC21307.3. 

295 STC21305. Other Eng l ish e d i t i o n s STC21305.3. 2 1 3 0 5 . 7 and 21306. 

296 K n u t t e l 109, The K n u t t e l c a t a l o g u e w r o n g l y g i v e s the p l a c e o f 
p u b l i c a t i o n as An twe rp , 

297 STC21307.5. 

298 K n u t t e l 110. The 1558 index i n c l u d e s 'Den va 1 d e r Roomscher Kercke , 
Ged ruck t Temben by Claes van Berghen ' w h i c h s u g g e s t s t h e r e may have 
been a n o t h e r e d i t i o n o f t h i s work wh i ch i s no l o n g e r e x t a n t , 
Verboden l e c t u u r , p p . 1 3 3 - 1 3 4 . 

299 See NK2181 and 4076. 

300 NK4076. 

301 NK2181. 

302 H . F , Wijnman, 'The m y s t e r i o u s s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y p r i n t e r N i c l a e s 
van O l d e n b o r c h , ' p . 4 6 2 . 



312 

LXXI Vraeqhe , Een schoor% van eere^bwr, hoe dat hy eenen pape geu raech t 

h e e f f t , van weghen sommighen a r t i c u l e n , s e e r schoon ende l u s t l c h 

t e leesen ende t e h o o r e n . 303 

A l t h o u g h s i m i l a r in i t s t i t l e , f o rma t and c o n t e n t t o the 

W a r a c h t i g e nieuwe t i j d i n g h e van eenen b o e r . . . t e q e n z i j n e n p r o c h i a e n 

t h e Schoon Vraeghe, p u b l i s h e d anonymously in 1565, i s , in f a c t , a 

c o m p l e t e l y d i f f e r e n t w o r k . 

304 

LXXI I WACKER, STEVEN, W a r a c h t i g h e p r o n o s t i c a t i e ende a l m a n a c h . ^ ^ ^ 

P u b l i s h e d by Mat theus Crom about 1543, t h i s w o r k is an a d a p t a t i o n 

o f a German p a m p h l e t , Eyn ge t ruwe warnung a l l e r C h r i s t g l e u b i g e r menschen 

des sy s i c h vor den Zeychen bedudern und S t e r n s e h e r e n s l e y s z l i c h e n 

hoeden ( c l 5 3 0 ) ^ ^ ^ w h i c h a l s o bears t h e name S t e f f e n Wacker , The 

W a r a c h t i q h e p r o n o s t i c a t i e i s n o t , however , a s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d 

t r a n s l a t i o n f r o m t h e German. The Dutch t e x t , c o n s i s t i n g o f t h i r t y two 

f o l i o s , is a much l onge r work t h a n t h e German w h i c h runs t o a mere f o u r 

f o l i o s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e use bo th pamph le ts make o f t h e pseudonym 

Steven or S t e f f e n Wacker , and some s t r i k i n g l y s i m i l a r passages , sugges t 

t h a t t h e W a r a c h t i g h e p r o n o s t i c a t i e d e r i v e d f rom t h e Getruwe warnung. An 

example o f t h e t e x t u a l dependence o f t h e Dutch on t h e German work i s 

shown be low . 

Warach ighe p r o n o s t i c a t i e 

' A l d e r e e r s t ende p r i n c i p a l i c coemt 
mi t e v o r e n d i e P rophe te Esa ias daer 
h i t eghen de Baby I o n i s c h e s c h r i j f t 
d i e daer met a l s u l c k e saken 
omginghen segghende: Du b i s t 
a f g h e u a l l e n in de menich f u l d i c h e y t 
d i j n n e raden ende voornemen: l a e t 
nv d i e waersegghers des hemels ( d i e 

Get ruwe warnung 

'Zu dem ande rma le s p r i c h t I s a i a s 
ym x l v i i i . C a p i . d a e r wyder d i e 
B a b i l o n i e r ( d i e den ouch myt d i s s e r 
kuns t umbgyngen) s c h r y b t a l s o 
1udent . 

"Du b i s t a b g e u a l l e n in d i e 
m a n y c h f e I d i c h k e i t deyner rede d i e 
W a i r s e g e r de r humel d i e da sehen 

303 K n u t t e l 134. 

304 See p .309 . 

305 NK2191. 

306 B L 8 6 l 0 . b . 6 3 . 
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de s t e r r e n a e n s i e n ) s t a e n ende v 
1 ieden behouden de we 1 eke de 
maenden t e l l e n op d a t s i daer wt 
V d i e toecomende d i ngen v e r c o n d l g e n , 
S l e t s i s i j n gheworden g h e l i j c k a l s 
s t o p p e l e n d i e we 1eke t v i e r ve rs l i n t 
ende s i en s u l l e n haer s i e l e n i e t 
beschermen moghen van d i e 
ve rs l i n d e n vlamme. 

' S i e t h i e r meyne i ck da t onse 
waerseggers o f t s t e r r e n s l e n d e r s 
(genoemt A s t r o l o g i i n L a t l j n e ) b i 
v e r s t a e n ende betee kent worden.307 

in d i e S t a m e n l a l s z dyr d i e s e l b i g e n 
nu v o r s t e e n und d i c h behalden w e l c h e 
da t z e l l e d i e Maende das sy dy r usz 
den s e l b i g e n d i e zu koms t ige dyng 
v e r k u n d i g e d e n , Su ich s e i syn worden 
w i e s t o p p e l e n d i e von dem f e u r 
v e r b r e n t wa rden und moegen y r e 
s e e l e n i t e n t l e d i g e n von der 
g r e w l i c h k e l t der f lammen, 

' I c h meyn das t i e der Propheet unser 
A s t r o l o g i und S te rnsehe r r e d l i c h 
by der nasen schnu tzs so e r s p r i c h t 
dz sey vom dem feuwer ge l i ch a l s 
d i e s t o p p e l e n des f e l d e s v e r t z e r t 
s o l l e n w e r d e n . ' 308 

The W a r a c h t i g h e p r o n o s t i c a t i e had a t w o f o l d p u r p o s e . In the f i r s t 

p l a c e , i t a imed t o warn e v a n g e l i c a l s o f t he d a n g e r s o f j u d i c i a l a s t r o l o g y 

r a t h e r as C a l v i n d i d in h I s A d v e r t I s s e m e n t c o n t r e I ' a s t r o l o q i e l u d i c i a r e 

( 1 5 ^ 9 ) ^ ^ ^ . S e c o n d l y , I t sought t o r e p l a c e such s i n f u l d e l v i n g i n t o t h e 

f u t u r e w i t h an almanach based upon S c r i p t u r e t e x t s . 

LXXI I I Waerheyt o n d e r w i j s , Der . 

3 10 
A p p a r e n t l y f i r s t p u b l i s h e d by N i c l a e s van O l d e n b o r c h In 1536, 

t h e Waerheyt o n d e r w i j s was r e p r i n t e d f o u r t i m e s between 1540 and 
3 11 

1566. The Waerheyt o n d e r w i j s is a S c r i p t u r e c o m p i l a t i o n cas t in t h e 

form o f a d i a l o g u e between Waerheyt ( T r u t h ) and O n g h e l e e r d e ( I g n o r a n c e ) ; 

t h a t i s , between God and man. When Onghe leerde a s k s a q u e s t i o n 

Waerheyt a lways responds w i t h a q u o t a t i o n f r o m S c r i p t u r e , t hus c o n v e y i n g 

t h e a u t h o r ' s message t h a t God 's comp le te r e v e l a t i o n o f H i m s e l f Is t o be 

f ound In t h e B i b l e . The work is d i v i d e d I n t o t e n s e c t i o n s . These dea l 

in t u r n w i t h God's w o r d , l o v e o f God and o n e ' s n e i g h b o u r , f a i t h , God 's 

307 S. Wacker , W a r a c h t i g h e p r o n o s t I c a t l e . A w . 

308 S, Wacker , Getruwe warnung , B l l i r , 

309 Index au re 1 lens Is 129 ,811 . 

310 NK2193. 

311 I ) Anonymous c1540. NK2194, 
I ) (Emden), N i c l a e s van O l d e n b o r c h , 1555. BL 3 9 2 5 . a . 1 6 . 
I ) Emden, W i l l e m G a i l l i a r t , 1556, B o d l e i a n O x f o r d IG249 and 10250, 
v) Emden, W i l l e m G a i l l i a r t , 1566. B L , 8 7 4 . h , 2 4 ( 5 ) . 
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m e r c y , f a l s e t e a c h i n g , s e c u l a r government and o b e d i e n c e , how a 

c h r i s t i a n o u g h t t o respond t o s u f f e r i n g , d e a t h a n d C h r i s t ' s v i c t o r y 

o v e r i t , sobe r l i v i n g and t he Second Coming, and t h e j udgemen t o f God 

and e t e r n a l l i f e . 
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SECTION B. ANTI EVANGELICAL WORKS. 

I B e w i j s , Een r e d e l i j c k de r d o U n g h e n van ses p r o c h i a n e n der 

l u t e r s c h e n s e c t e n . ^ 

P u b l i s h e d by W i l l e m Vors te rman in 1527-28, t h i s pamphlet i s a 

C a t h o l i c r e f u t a t i o n o f the e r r o r s o f s i x e v a n g e l i c a l p a r i s h i o n e r s 

( p r o b a b l y f r o m An twerp ) based on s c r i p t u r a l p r o o f s . Though the 

R e d e l i j c k b e w i j s appeared anonymous ly , t h e a u t h o r g i v e s some c l u e t o 

h i s i d e n t i t y by l i s t i n g h i s o t h e r w o r k s . These i n c l u d e books on 

m o n a s t i c vows, on t h e s e c u l a r and s p i r i t u a l s t a t e s and on 1 C o r i n t h i a n s 
2 

c h a p t e r 7 . No works f i t t i n g t hese d e s c r i p t i o n s a r e known, but t h e 

t i t l e s sugges t t h a t t h e a u t h o r was a c l e r i c and p r o b a b l y a monk. 

I I BIJNS, ANNA, R e f e r e i n e n 

Anna B i j n s (1493-1575) was an o r t h o d o x C a t h o l i c poet who in her 

e a r l y l i f e devo ted much t ime and ene rgy towards t h e r e f u t a t i o n o f 

e v a n g e l i c a l d o c t r i n e s . The f i r s t volume o f her R e f e r e i n e n , p u b l i s h e d 

by Jacob van L i e s v e l t in 1528, was w r i t t e n between 1522 and 1527 and 

c o n t a i n s some o f t h e most v i r u l e n t a n t i - L u t h e r a n p o l e m i c p u b l i s h e d in 

D u t c h . ^ I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o know, however , t o what e x t e n t Anna B i j n s was 

a t t a c k i n g Lu the ran ism in the N e t h e r l a n d s and how much she was a t t a c k i n g 

German Lu the ran ism, s i n c e some o f her a l l u s i o n s seem t o r e f e r t o t h e 

Peasants War, The 1528 e d i t i o n o f t h e R e f e r e i n e n was r e p r i n t e d in 15^1, 

1548 and 1564. A second volume was p u b l i s h e d by M a r t i n u s Nuyts i n 1548, 
c 

and a t h i r d by Jan van Ghelen in 1565. 

Though the Re f e r e i.nen o f 1528 c o n s i s t , f o r t h e most p a r t , o f a 

p o l e m i c a g a i n s t Lu the ran ism, Anna B i j n s does not exempt t he C a t h o l i c 

1 NK321. 

2 Een r e d e l i j c k b e w i j s , k i i i i r . 

3 NK423. 

4 For t h e d a t i n g o f i n d i v i d u a l r e f e r e i n e n see L. Roose , Anna B i j ns , 
Een r e d e r i j k s t e r u i t de h e r v o r m i n g s t i j d (Ghent , 1 9 6 3 ) , p . 2 1 0 , 

5 I b i d . p p . 5 4 - 5 7 . 
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c l e r g y f r om her c r i t i c i s m s . The e c c l e s i a s t i c a l h i e r a r c h y is a t t a c k e d 

f o r i t s l ack o f ca re o f t h e f l o c k w h i c h has e n a b l e d Lu the ran e r r o r s t o 

have made g r e a t e r i n roads t h a n they wou ld o t h e r w i s e have done,^ The 

t h e o l o g i a n s a re a l s o c r i t i c i z e d , in t he f i r s t p l a c e f o r t h e i r l a c k o f 

s t u d y o f t h e S c r i p t u r e s , and in t h e second ( q u i t e r e m a r k a b l y ) f o r t h e i r 

l i g h t t r e a t m e n t o f h e r e t i c s : 

' D o c t o r e n , g e l e e r t in de t h e o l o g r e , 
G h i j behoor t t e wee rs tane de k e t t e r i j e ; 
H ierom s o u d i j in de s c r i f t u e r e s t u d e r e n , 
Maer g h i j l e t meer op ander f a n t a s i e 
Op p o e t r i e en p h i l o s o p h i e . 
En a 1s g h i j de b e t t e r s gae t e x a m i n e e r e n , 
G h i j w i t t s e v e e l t e s o e t e l i j c h a n t e r e n , 
Te saen a b s o l v e r e n , ' 7 

I I I BUNDER IDS, JOANNES, Den s c i l t des g h e l o o f s . ^ 

T r a n s l a t e d f r o m the Scutum f i d e i o r t h o d o x a e ( 1 5 5 6 ) , ^ t h i s t r a c t i s 

a r e f u t a t i o n o f the e v a n g e l i c a l d o c t r i n e s espoused by Johannes A n a s t a s i u s 

Ve luanus in h i s Leken wechwyser ( 1 5 5 4 ) . ^ Den s c i l t des g h e l o o f s was 

p u b l i s h e d by C o r n e l l s M a n i l i u s a t Ghent in 1557. 

IV D e t e r m i n a c i e ende v o n n i s s e der d o c t o r e n in t h e o l o g i e n van P a r i j s 

o v e r de l e e r i n g h e van M a r t i n L u t h e r . ' ' 

The D e t e r m i n a c i e , as i t s t i t l e i m p l i e s , i s a v e r n a c u l a r r e n d i t i o n 

6 I b i d . p p . 2 4 9 - 2 5 0 . 

7 i b i d . p . 2 5 0 . ' D o c t o r s , l e a r n e d in t h e o l o g y . 
You ought t o oppose h e r e s y ; 
For t h i s reason you s h o u l d s t u d y t h e S c r i p t u r e s , 
But you s i m p l y obse rve o t h e r f a n t a s y 
On p o e t r y and p h i l o s o p h y . 
And as you go t o examine h e r e t i c s . 
You manage t o t r e a t them much t o o l e n i e n t l y , 
A b s o l v i n g them c o m p l e t e l y . ' 

8 B]2 5343. P u b l i s h e d a t Ghent by C o r n e l i u s M a n i l i u s . 

9 1 ^ 5 3 4 4 . A l s o p u b l i s h e d a t Ghent by C o r n e l i u s M a n i l i u s . 

10 See pp .256 -258 , 

11 NK 706. Copy now in E d i n b u r g h U .L . 
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o f t h e condemnat ion o f L u t h e r by t h e Sorbonne (15 A p r i l 1521) . T h i s 

Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n p u b l i s h e d by W i l l e m Vors te rman i n t he same y e a r as 

t he L a t i n o r i g i n a l was t h e work o f one Jan R o e y a e r t s , a vehement ly 

a n t i - L u t h e r a n F r a n c i s c a n monk, R o e y a e r t s ' t r a n s l a t i o n o f the 

D e t e r m i n a t io i s c o n f i r m e d by a c o n v e r s a t i o n r e l a t e d a t the t r i a l o f 
12 

L ieven de Zomere, an e v a n g e l i c a l baker f rom Ghent A p r i l 1522. 

V DUNCANUS, MARTINUS, Vant r e c h t e e v a n g e l i s s c h e avon tmae l C h r i s t i 

Jesu . 

M a r t i n u s Duncanus ( 1 5 0 5 - 1 5 9 0 ) , C a t h o l i c p r i e s t f i r s t a t Wormer, and 

l a t e r a t D e l f t and Amsterdam, was. a l o n g s t a n d i n g opponen t o f t he 

e v a n g e l i c a l cause. H is Vant r e c h t e e v a n g e l i s s c h e avon tmae l C h r i s t i 

Jesu was a s t r o n g condemnat ion o f t h e e u c h a r i s t i c d o c t r i n e s espoused 

by t h e a u t h o r o f t h e Val de roomscher k e r c k e n , an e v a n g e l i c a l po l em ic 

a g a i n s t the d o c t r i n e o f t r a n s u b s t a n t i a t i o n f i r s t p r i n t e d in Dutch by 

Steven Mierdmans in 1553. A c c o r d i n g t o Duncanus, Mierdmans was t h e 
13 

a u t h o r as w e l l as t h e p r i n t e r o f t h i s ' b l a s p h e m o u s ' an t i -Roman t r a c t . 

Th ree e d i t i o n s o f t h e Rechte e v a n g e l i s s c h e a v o n t m a e l C h r i s t i Jesu a r e 

known, one p u b l i s h e d by Harmen van B o r c u l o e a t U t r e c h t in 1558*^ and 

two by Pee te r van Keerbe rge o f An twe rp in 1 5 6 7 . * ^ 

VI ECK, JOHANNES, D e c l a r a c i e . . . t e g h e n zommighe a r t i c u l e n der 
, . u 16 
l u t h e r a n e n . 

T h i s pamphle t i s a Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e E n c h i r i d i o n l o c o r u m 

commun ium (1525) by t he bes t known o f a l l L u t h e r ' s a d v e r s a r i e s , John 

Eck . O s t e n s i b l y d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t P h i l i p M e l a n c h t h o n ' s Loc i communes 

( 1 5 2 1 ) , t h e main t a r g e t o f t h e Ench i r i d ion i s L u t h e r h i m s e l f . A n 

12 CD IV , p . 1 1 2 . 

13 Vant r e c h t e e v a n g e l i s s c h e avon tmae l C h r i s t i Jesu ( 1 5 5 8 ) , A i i v , 

14 Amsterdam UB 1283 G 38 . 

15 M a c h i e l s D292 and 293. 

16 NK752. 

17 J . Eck , E n c h i r i d i o n o f commonplaces a g a i n s t L u t h e r and o t h e r enemies 
of the church, ed. F.L. Batt les (Grand Rapids, Michigan c1979), p.4. 
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eno rmous l y p o p u l a r w o r k , t h e Ench i r i d ion ran t o n i n e t y one e d i t i o n s 
18 

between 1525 and 1600, T h i s Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e E n c h i r i d i o n was 

p u b l i s h e d a t D e l f t by C o r n e l l s H e n r i c z , L e t t e r s n i j d e r f o r a m y s t e r i o u s 

and o t h e r w i s e unknown 'Mees te r L u y t ' v e r g e r o f t h e dude Kerk a t 
19 

Amsterdam in 1527. i r o n i c a l l y Eck , t h e g r e a t C a t h o l i c p o l e m i c i s t , 

was t o s u f f e r t he i n d i g n i t y o f t h e b u r n i n g o f L e t t e r s n i j d e r ' s 

p u b l i c a t i o n . In a l e t t e r t o t h e c o u n c i l o f H o l l a n d o f 25 May 1527 Mary 

of Hungary o r d e r e d t h a t i t be b u r n t because i t s s e t t i n g f o r t h o f t h e 

v iews o f L u t h e r , r e g a r d l e s s o f the subsequent r e f u t a t i o n s , was 
20 

c o n s i d e r e d a t r a n s g r e s s i o n o f the p l a c a r d s a g a i n s t h e r e t i c a l books. 

VI I G e d i c h t e , Eyn m e r c k e l i c k , van dem v o r g i f t i g e n k e t t e r M a r t i n o 

L u t h e r . 

As i t s t i t l e s u g g e s t s , t h i s pamphlet i s an a n t i - L u t h e r a n p o l e m i c , 
21 

P u b l i s h e d a t Devente r by A l b e r t P a f r a e t in 1528, i t denounces many 

l e a d i n g e v a n g e l i c a l s by name and p r o b a b l y c o n t a i n s t h e e a r l i e s t Dutch 

r e f e r e n c e t o M e l c h i o r Ho f fman , t h e f o u n d e r o f A n a b a p t i s m in the Low 

r * - 22 
C o u n t r l e s . 

V I I I LAURENSEN, LAURENS, Een a n t w o o r t op de d i s p u t a c i e q h e d r u c t i n 
21 

de naem l u n c k e r U l r i c x van Doernum. 

T h i s pamphle t i s an accoun t o f a d i s p u t a t i o n w h i c h t o o k p l a c e 

between U l r l c h van Dornum, a m i r r o r from Emden, and 

Laurens Laurensen , Domin ican p r i o r o f t h e G r o n i n g e n House. As i t s 

t i t l e sugges t s i t i s L a u r e n s e n ' s r e p l y t o an e a r l i e r e v a n g e l i c a l accoun t 

18 I b i d . 

19 J . Eck , D e c l a r a c i e teghen zommighe a r t i c u l e n d e r l u t h e r a n e n . A i r , 

20 F . J . Dub iez , Op de g rens van humanisms en h e r v o r m i n g (N ieuwkoop, 
1962 ) , p . 1 0 6 . 

21 NK 964 . 

22 Eyn m e r c k e l i c k g e d i c h t e , A i i i i v . 

23 NK1330. 
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o f t h e d i s p u t a t i o n by van Dornum, t h e D i s p u t a t i o n t o Oldersum ynn de 

q raveschup t o Oes tu rees l a n t k o r t e s na V i t i g e h o l d e n o f 1526, P r i n t e d 

a t Kampen by Jan E v e r t s z . Lau rensen ' s r e p l y was p u b l i s h e d on 

9 August 1527.^5 

IX T i j t , Van der v e r v e e r 1 i c k e n a e n s t a e n d e . E n d e c h r i s t e s 

T h i s i s a Low German ( G e l d e r s e ) v e r s i o n o f a L a t i n work e n t i t l e d 
27 

P r o g n o s t i c o n de t e r r i b i 1 i s s i m o m a l e d i c t i a n t i c h r i s t a d v e n t u ( 1 5 2 4 ) . 
" 23 

i t i s a vehement ly a n t i - L u t h e r a n w o r k , f i n a n c e d by t h e Duke o f Gel re 

and p u b l i s h e d by A l b e r t P a f r a e t a t D e v e n t e r , w h i c h sees the f u l f i l m e n t 

o f t he B i b l i c a l p r o p h e c i e s c o n c e r n i n g the coming o f A n t i c h r i s t in t h e 

German r e f o r m e r . The v e r n a c u l a r t e x t , a l s o p u b l i s h e d i n 1524, i s no t 

a s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d t r a n s l a t i o n o f i t s L a t i n c o u n t e r p a r t . There a r e 

s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s between the two w o r k s . The Ge lde rse v e r s i o n 
29 

c o n t a i n s more a n t i - L u t h e r a n po l em ic t h a n the L a t i n , Presumably t h i s 

was because t h e a u t h o r f e l t a p a r t i c u l a r need t o combat heresy on a 

p o p u l a r l e v e l . The L a t i n t e x t , on t h e o t h e r hand, c o n t a i n s a much 

f u l l e r c r i t i q u e o f t h e m o r a l i t y o f t he c l e r g y a n d , in p a r t i c u l a r , 

a t t a c k s the p r a c t i c e o f s i m o n y . S u c h comments were p r o b a b l y o m i t t e d 

f r o m t h e v e r n a c u l a r v e r s i o n as be ing u n s u i t a b l e f o r t he less w e l l 

e d u c a t e d . Perhaps i t was f e a r e d t h a t d i s s e m i n a t i o n o f such ideas on a 

p o p u l a r l e v e l m i g h t i n c r e a s e a n t i c l e r i c a l ism and t h u s g i v e f u e l t o t h e 

Lu the ran f i r e . 

Van der v e r v e e r 1 i c k e n aens taende t y t E n d e c h r i s t e s appeared 

anonymous ly , t hough the a u t h o r g i v e s a good dea l o f i n f o r m a t i o n abou t 

24 M. Smid, O s t f r i e s i s c h K i r c h e n q e s c h i c h t e ( R a u t e n b e r g , 1974) , p . 1 2 4 , 
There is a copy o f t h e D i s p u t a t i o n t o O ldersum i n A u r i c h S t a a t s a r c h i v . 

25 L. Laurensen , Een a n t w o o r t op de d i s p u t a c i e , Q i i i i r . 

26 NK3954, F a c s i m i l i e e d i t i o n , Per Deven te r E n d e c h r i s t von 1524, e d . 
H. Niebaum, R. P e t e r s , E, Sch'dtz and T . Sodmann ( C o l o g n e - V i e n n a , 
1984) . 

27 NK3774. 

28 Van der v e r v e e r 1 i c k e n aens taende t y t E n d e c h r i s t e s , g i i i i r . 

29 I b i d , g i i r , 

30 I b i d . Z i v - Z i i r . 
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h i m s e l f . He was a B e n e d i c t i n e monk who, by 1524, had been f a t h e r 

c o n f e s s o r o f t h e conven t a t Mar iengaard near Opheusden f o r t w e n t y 
3 1 

y e a r s . T h i s same man was p r o b a b l y a l s o r e s p o n s i b l e f o r a 

p r e - R e f o r m a t ion a t t a c k on i n d u l g e n c e s . In Van d e r v e r v e e r 1 i c k e n 

aens taende t y t E n d e c h r i s t e s he i n fo rms t h e r e a d e r t h a t he has w r i t t e n 
32 

s e v e r a l o t h e r books i n c l u d i n g De gu lden c rone M a r i e n (1516 ) , 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h i s work i s no l onge r e x t a n t but R e v i u s , a s e v e n t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y h i s t o r i a n o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n a t D e v e n t e r , quo tes a f ragment f rom 

i t r i d i c u l i n g i ndu lgences and r e f e r s t o i t as 
' l i b e l l u s s u p e r s t i t i o s u s c o n f e c t u s a P a t r e 
quodam conven tus m o r i a l i u m in M a r i e n g a r d e , 
O r d i n i s B e n e d i c t ! . . . De hoc s c r i p t o r e p l u r a 
habeb imu i s ad annum MDXXIV,' 33 

X V e r c l a r i n q h e , Een c l e y n e , des g h e e s t e l i j c k e n s t a e t s tegen t f e n i j n 
34 

door M a r t i in L u y t e r teghen d i e r e l i g i e v e r s i e r t ende g h e s c r e v e n . 

35 

T h i s anonymous t r a c t p u b l i s h e d by M i c h i e l Hi l i e n van H o o c h s t r a t e n 

about 1530 beg ins w i t h a de fence o f t h e m o n a s t i c l i f e a g a i n s t t he 

w r i t i n g s o f L u t h e r . There then f o l l o w s a book o f m o n a s t i c vows, and i t 

c o n c l u d e s w i t h a l e t t e r o f Erasmus w r i t t e n f r o m B a s e l on 15 October 1527 

t o d i s s u a d e a f r i e n d f rom q u i t t i n g t he m o n a s t i c l i f e , ^ ^ 

31 M.E, K ronenbe rg , 'Van der v e r v e e r l i c k e n a e n s t a e n d e t y t E n d e c h r i s t e s 
H ^ X I ( 1 9 2 2 ) , p . 2 1 8 . 

32 I b i d . p .216 . 

33 I b i d . 

34 NK4017. N i j h o f f and Kronenberg knew o n l y o f a f r a g m e n t o f t h i s 
p a m p h l e t . The re i s a comp le te copy in Gent UB, M a c h i e l s V204, 

35 The comp le te copy does i ndeed , as N l j h o f f and K r o n e n b e r g supposed , 
bear the co lophon 'Ghepren t Thantwerpen in d i e Rape b i mi M i c h i e l 
van H o o c h s t r a t e n ' . 

36 Opus e p i s t o l a r u m Des. Erasmi R o t e r p d a m i , denuo r e c o g n i t u m e t auc tum, 
ed. P . S . A l l e n (Oxford , 1906 -1958 ) , V I I , p p . 1 9 8 - 2 0 1 . 



321 

SECTION C. REDERIJKER PLAYS AND POEMS. 

I Boom, Den, de r s c h r i f t u e r e n van v i p e r s o n a g i e n , q h e s p e e l t t o t 

M i d d e l b u r c h in Z e e l a n t den e e r s t e n a u g u s t o i n t j a e r 1539. 

The Boom de r s c h r i f t u e r e n was p u b l i s h e d anonymous ly w i t h o u t p l a c e 

o r da te o f p u b l i c a t i o n . ' In a l l p r o b a b i l i t y i t was p u b l i s h e d s h o r t l y 

a f t e r i t was f i r s t pe r f o rmed a t M i d d e l b u r g on 1 Augus t 1539, and i t had 

c e r t a i n l y appeared by 1546 f o r i n t h a t yea r i t a p p e a r e d on the l i s t o f 

p r o s c r i b e d books c o m p i l e d by t he F a c u l t y o f T h e o l o g y a t Leuven. 

I I CRUL, CORNELIS, Den g e e s t e l i j c k e a be. 

T h i s c o l l e c t i o n o f C r u l ' s poems was p u b l i s h e d by Mat theus Crom a t 
2 

An twerp in 1543. 

I 11 Spelen van z i n n e n b innen Ghendt v e r t o o g h t 12-23 Jun i 1539. 

Four Dutch e d i t i o n s o f t hese p l a y s a r e known. The f i r s t was 
3 

p r i n t e d by Joos Lambrecht a t Ghent on 31 August 1539, and the n e x t two 

were bo th p u b l i s h e d by Mat theus Crom a t An twerp on 25 October i n t h e 

same y e a r . A f o u r t h e d i t i o n was p r i n t e d by Hans de Braecker a t Wesel 
C 

i n 1564, In a d d i t i o n , a French t r a n s l a t i o n must have e x i s t e d a t one 

t i m e , f o r t h e p l a y s were f o r b i d d e n under t h e F r e n c h books s e c t i o n o f 

t h e 1550 i n d e x . ^ 

1 NK2549. The Boom der s c h r i f t u e r e n was e d i t e d by G . D . J . S c h o t e l , Den 
boom der s c h r i f t u e r e n van v i p e r s o n a g i e n . . . ( U t r e c h t , I87O) . 

2 Mach ie l s C 8 l l . C r u l ' s p o e t r y was e d i t e d by D . L . Roose, R e l i g i e u z e 
p o e z i e van C o r n e l l s C r u l ( Z w o l l e , 1954) . 

3 NKI926. 

4 NK1927-1928. 

5 Le iden UB. 

6 ROPB i i s e r i e , V I , p . 7 4 . The Ghent p l a y s have been e d i t e d by B.H, Erne 
and L .H . van D i s , De gen t se s p e l e n van 1539 (The Hague, 1982) , 
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IV Spe len van s i n n e . . . g h e s s p e e l t . . . b innen d i e s t e d e van Ro t t e rdam, 

20 J u l y , 1561. 

These r e d e r i j k e r s s p e l e n were p u b l i s h e d by W i 1 l e m S i 1 v i us a t 
y 

An twerp in 1564. 

V Spel van s i n n e op t d e r d e , t v i e r d e ende t v i j f d e c a p i t t e l van dwerck 

der a p o s t e l e n . 

F i v e e d i t i o n s o f t h i s p l a y a r e known: t he f i r s t two appeared 
8 

anonymously abou t 1540; t h e t h i r d was p r i n t e d a t Emden in 1557; t h e 

f o u r t h formed p a r t o f a work e n t i t l e d Veel schoone c h r i s t e l i j c k e ende 

s c h r i f t u e r 1 i j c k e r e f e r e y n e n ghemaeckt wten ouden ende nieuwen t e s t a m e n t , 

p r i n t e d by Jaspar T royens a t D o r d r e c h t in 1592; and the f i f t h was 

p u b l i s h e d by Jan Haensberch a t Gor inchem in 1608 , ^ 

VI T a f e l s p e l , Een schoon, van d r i e p e r s o n a g i e n , t e weten een p r o c h i a e n , 

gheheeten Eygen ghemack, een c o s t e r gheheeten M e n s c h e l i j c k mensche 

en een w e v e r , gheheeten Evangel i s v e r s t a n t . 

Two e d i t i o n s o f t h i s p l a y a re known, one p u b l i s h e d in 1565 and the 

o t h e r in 1578. A lmost c e r t a i n l y , however , t h i s T a f e l s p e l i s 

c o n s i d e r a b l y o l d e r t han t h e e a r l i e s t e x t a n t e d i t i o n . In the f i r s t 

p l a c e , i t s a rguments and b r o a d l y e v a n g e l i c a l t e n o r sugges t an e a r l i e r 

d a t e t han 1565. Second l y , a r e f e r e n c e w i t h i n t h e p l a y t o t he t o l e r a n t 

r e l i g i o u s p o l i c y o f the Duke o f Gel re means t h a t i t must have been 

w r i t t e n between 1538 and 1543, t h a t i s , d u r i n g t h e r u l e o f Duke W i l l i a m 

o f J u l i c h , f o r h i s p r e d e c e s s o r C h a r l e s o f Egmond was a f i r m opponent o f 

7 BL 11754 aa 56. 

8 N K I 9 2 4 - I 9 2 5 . 

9 BRN, I , p p . 2 8 3 - 2 8 4 , The t e x t has been e d i t e d by S. Cramer and 
F. P i j p e r in BRN, I , p p . 2 8 8 - 3 6 6 , 

10 1565 e d i t i o n , The Hague KB and Ghent UB. 1578 e d i t i o n , Le iden UB, 
R e p r i n t e d in L.M. van D i s , R e f o r m a t o r i s c h e r e d e r i j k e r s s p e l e n u i t de 
e e r s t he 1 f t van de z e s t i e n d e eeuw^ (Haarlem] 1 9 3 7 ) , p p . 1 5 0 - 2 2 1 , 
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h e r e s y . ^ ' Indeed , a d a t e o f between 1538 and 1540 has been sugges ted 

on t h e grounds t h a t the p u b l i c a t i o n o f an a n t i - h e r e s y e d i c t in 

September 1540 makes so f l a t t e r i n g a r e f e r e n c e t o t h e t o l e r a n t p o l i c y 
12 

o f t h e Duke i m p r o b a b l e . 

VI I T a f e l s p e l , Met , van d i e m e n i c h f u I d i c h e i t des bedrochs der we re 11 

P r i n t e d anonymously w i t h o u t da te o r p l a c e o f p u b l i c a t i o n , t h i s 
13 

T a f e l s p e l was p r o b a b l y p u b l i s h e d some t i m e in t h e 1540s. 

V I I I UTENHOVE, JAN, Een seer schoon s p e l van z i n n e n , ghemaeckt by 

mi i n hear Johan Wtenhove anno 32 ende is g h e s p e e l t anno 1543. 

The a t t r i b u t i o n o f t h i s p l a y t o Jan Utenhove i s u n c e r t a i n . The 

a r r e s t s o f the C o u n c i l o f F l a n d e r s f o l l o w i n g t h e pe r fo rmance o f t h e 

p l a y on 2 J u l y 1543 i n d i c a t e one G i l l e s J o y e u l x as t h e a u t h o r , and 

c r e d i t Jan Utenhove o n l y w i t h l e n d i n g a h a n d , ' ^ However, t h e p u b l i s h e d 

t e x t o f t h e p l a y w h i c h appeared as l a t e as 1570 ( a l m o s t c e r t a i n l y f r o m 

an Emden p r e s s ) sugges ts t h a t Utenhove h i m s e l f was t h e a u t h o r . Not 

o n l y is Utenhove a t t r i b u t e d w i t h t h e a u t h o r s h i p i n t h e t i t l e o f t h e p l a y 

i t s e l f , but t h i s is c o n f i r m e d on t h e r e v e r s e o f t h e t i t l e p a g e : 

' S i e t hoe v o l minnen was met i o n s t i g h e n z i n n e n 
M i j n heer Johan Wtenhove d i e d i t Spe l e x c e l l e n t 

11 J . L o o s j e s , 'De I n v l o e d der r e d e r i j k e r s op de h e r v o r m i n g ' , Stemmen 
v o o r w a a r h e i d en v rede XLVI ( 1 9 0 9 ) , p p . 3 6 5 - 3 6 6 , L.M, van D i s , 
o p . c i t . p . 9 0 , 

12 I b i d . p p . 9 0 - 9 1 . 

13 P i j p e r and Cramer r e j e c t K a l f f ' s s u g g e s t i o n t h a t t he T a f e l s p e l was 
p u b l i s h e d in t h e second h a l f o f t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . BRN, I , p .371 
However, t h e T a f e l s p e l i s not i n c l u d e d in NK and i t i s t h e r e f o r e 
e x t r e m e l y u n l i k e l y t h a t i t was p r i n t e d b e f o r e 15^0. 

14 1570 e d i t i o n P a r i s BN D2 1 4 1 5 ( 6 ) . 

15 J . Decave le , De dageraad van de r e f o r m a t ie in Mlaanderen (1520-1565) 
( B r u s s e l s , 1975) , I , p .209^ 
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H e e f t g h e s t e l t en o m t r e n t v i e r m i j l e n van Ghent 
Te B o r s t doen s p e l e n op z i j n H e e r l i c k h e d e , ' 16 

However , i t has been p o i n t e d o u t t h a t i f t h e d a t e o f a u t h o r s h i p o f 

t h e p r i n t e d t e x t (1532) i s c o r r e c t , i t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t Utenhove c o u l d 
17 

be t h e s o l e a u t h o r f o r he was o n l y s i x t e e n y e a r s o l d a t the t i m e . 

16 J . U tenhove , Een see r schoon s p e l van z i n n e n , A i v , 

'See , how f u l l o f l o v e , how b e n e v o l e n t my l o r d 
Johan Utenhove was , who has composed t h i s e x c e l l e n t 
p l a y and had i t p e r f o r m e d abou t f o u r ( D u t c h ) m i l e s 
f r o m Ghent in B o r s t a t h i s m a n o r . ' 

17 J . D e c a v e l e , o p . c i t . p . 2 0 9 . 
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SECTION D. NO LONGER EXTANT PAMPHLETS. 

I A lmanack , Eenen g h e e s t e l i c k e n , o f t e l a e t b r i e f ( b e f o r e 1527). 

P r o s c r i b e d by t h e t h e o l o g i a n s o f Leuven in 1546 , * Eenen 

q h e e s t e 1 i c k e n a lmanack must have been p u b l i s h e d b e f o r e 1527 f o r in t h a t 

y e a r i t was found in the p o s s e s s i o n o f one D i e r i k K i t s o f S a i n t -
2 

Winoksbe rgen , F l a n d e r s . 

I I Bedencken, Een c h r i s t l e c h , vp iudas un d i e o n g e l o v i g e n f a l s c h e n 
3 

c h r i s t e n ( p u b l i s h e d b e f o r e March 1534) . 

As w i t h a l l t h e o t h e r no l onge r e x t a n t t r a c t s l i s t e d wh i ch have 

been d a t e d ' b e f o r e March 1 5 3 4 ' , t h i s t i t l e was l i s t e d in the i n v e n t o r y 
if 

o f t he Hof van H o l l a n d o f t h a t d a t e . 

i l l BIRCKENMEYER, GEORGIUS, Een p r o f i t e l i c k r e g i s t e r omme t e v i nden 

l i c h t e l i c k e n a l i e t g u n t da t men nu d i s p u t e e r t ( b e f o r e March 

1534 ) . 5 

Bi rckenmeyer was an e v a n g e l i c a l B i b l e e x p o s i t o r a t Dim between 

1525 and 1545 .^ The P r o f i t e l i c k r e g i s t e r was t r a n s l a t e d f rom A in 

schon R e g i s t e r b u c h l i n , A l l e s das in der h . g e s c h r i f f t i n e i l z u f i n d e n 

d a r i n n man am maysten y e t z o d i s p u t i e r t . Das w i d e r d i e w o r t go tes lang 

her a u f f g e r i c h t i s t ( 1 5 2 5 ) . ^ 

1 ROPB, i i s e r i e V, p . 2 6 2 . 

2 J . D e c a v e l e , De dageraad van de r e f o r m a t i e in V l a a n d e r e n (1520-1565) 
( B r u s s e l s , 1975) , I , p . 2 8 2 , 

3 NK01284. 

4 M.E. K ronenbe rg , ' N e d e r l a n d s e d rukken in de c a t a l o g u s de l i b r y e van 
het Hof van Hol land ( 1 5 3 3 / 3 4 ) ' , HB^XXXI ( 1 9 5 2 - 5 4 ) , p p . 2 2 - 4 0 . 

5 NKOI292. 

6 A l l g e m e i n e Deutsche B i o g r a p h i e I I , p p . 3 9 9 - 4 0 0 . 

7 M.E. K r o n e n b e r g , ' N e d e r l a n d s e d r u k k e n in de c a t a l o g u s ' , p . 3 3 . 
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IV BYNWALTH, MATTHIAS, P a t e r n o s t e r ( b e f o r e 1 5 4 6 ) . 

Judg ing by the number o f e d i t i o n s , t h e P a t e r n o s t e r o f Bynwal th was 

a p o p u l a r work in t h e e a r l y R e f o r m a t i o n in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s . I t was 
g 

i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o two e d i t i o n s o f O t t o B r u n f e l s ' Gu lden ghebedeboecxken 

and p l a g i a r i z e d in i t s e n t i r e t y by C o r n e l l s vander Heyden in h i s C o r t e 

i n s t r u c c y e . ^ In a d d i t i o n , i t must a l s o have been p r i n t e d as a 

s e p a r a t e work f o r i t appeared as such on t h e 1550 i n d e x . S e p p 

w r o n g l y assumed t h a t t h e name M a t t h i a s Bynwa l th was a pseudonym. ^ In 

r e a l i t y , Bynwa l th was a Lu the ran p reache r who began h i s c a r e e r a t 

S t , B a r t h o l o m e w ' s c h u r c h , D a n z i g , in 1524 b e f o r e mov ing on t o E l b i n g 
12 

t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r . H is V a t e r u n s e r was f i r s t p u b l i s h e d in 1525. 

V Ca tech i smus , Een c l e e n e n , o f t e o n d e r w i j s ende fundament des 

c h r i s t e 1 i c k e n g h e l o o f s , den c l eenen k i n d e r e n ende a l i e n s impe len 
1 3 

menschen boven maeten nu t ( b e f o r e 1546) . 

As w i t h a l l o t h e r no l o n g e r e x t a n t pamph le ts l i s t e d w h i c h have 

been d a t e d ' b e f o r e 1 5 4 6 ' , t h i s t i t l e was p r o s c r i b e d by t h e F a c u l t y o f 

Theo logy a t Leuven i n t h a t y e a r . 

VI C h r i s t u s is d ' w a r a c h t i c h bee lde Gods e t c . ( b e f o r e 1 5 4 3 ) . ' ^ 

T h i s t r a c t , found in t h e p o s s e s i o n o f Paul de R o v e r e , an e v a n g e l i c a : 

c h a p l a i n o f S t . P i e t e r s k e r k , Leuven, was p r o b a b l y o n l y a m a n u s c r i p t and 

neve r appeared in p r i n t e d f o r m . 

8 NK502 and 2574. See p .267 , 

9 See p . 2 8 7 . 

10 Verboden l e c t u u r , e d . C. Sepp ( L e i d e n , 1889) , p p . 7 7 - 7 8 , 

11 I b i d . p . 7 8 . 

12 F 1 u q s c h r i f t e n a us den e r s t e n j ah ren der R e f o r m a t i o n , e d . 0 . Clemen 
(N ieuwkoop, 1967) , IV , p p . 1 3 5 - 1 4 1 . 

13 ROPR i i s e r i e , V, p . 2 6 1 . 

14 Un proces de r e l i g i o n a Louvain. Paul de Rovere , 1542-1546, ed . 
R. van Santbergen (Brusse ls , 1953) , p . 7 0 . 
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1 5 
V I I C l a e s d o c h t e r , Wendelmoet . Account o f her m a r t y r d o m ( c l 5 2 8 ) . 

The e a r l i e s t e x t a n t Dutch v e r s i o n s o f t h e m a r t y r d o m o f Wendelmoet 

C l a e s d o c h t e r appear in A d r i a e n van Haemstede 's G h e s c h i e d e n i s s e ende 

doodt der vromer m a r t e l a r e n (1559) and the A n a b a p t i s t m a r t y r o l o g y Met 

o f f e r des Heeren (1562 ) . However, t h e f i r s t a c c o u n t o f her dea th must 

have been p r i n t e d c l 5 2 8 f o r in t h a t yea r a p r o s e c u t i o n was b rough t f o r 

t h e s a l e and d i s t r i b u t i o n o f books in An twerp d e a l i n g w i t h ' t h e d e a t h 

o f a L u t h e r a n woman in H o l l a n d ' w h i c h can o n l y r e f e r t o the mar ty rdom 

o f C l a e s d o c h t e r . ^ ^ 

V I I ' CORVINUS, ANTON!US, C o r t e u u t l e g g i n g e der e p i s t e l e n op de 

sondagen ende he 

v a s t e n . v o l . I -11 

sondagen ende h e y l i g e dagen. I tem op a l l e de e v a n g e l i e n vender 
17 

The p o s t ! I s o f t h e Lu the ran r e f o r m e r A n t o n i u s C o r v i n u s (1501-1553) 

f i r s t appeared in 1537. They may have been t r a n s l a t e d i n t o Dutch s h o r t l y 

a f t e r w a r d s f o r abou t 1544 t h e p o s t i I s o f C o r v i n u s were found in p o s s e s s i o n 

o f a p r i e s t in N o r t h H o l l a n d , However, t h i s r e f e r e n c e is u n c l e a r and 

c o u l d r e f e r t o a L a t i n e d i t i o n . C o r v i n u s ' p o s t i I s were c e r t a i n l y 

t r a n s l a t e d by 1566-67 f o r a t t h a t t ime a ' K o r t e w t l e g g i n g e der e v a n g e l i e n 

per An ton ium C o r v i n ' was found in t he p o s s e s s i o n o f Gel i s van Bathman, 
18 

a bookb inde r and b o o k s e l l e r f r o m Z w o l l e , 

IX D i a l o g u s , Eenen schoonen t r o o s t e l y c k e n , van twee p e r s o n n a i g e n . Te 

weten ' t g e s l a c h t e der menschen, d i e w e l c k e hem seer bec laghende i s , 

hoe hy i nde r wee re 11 geen r u s t e v i n d e n en c a n : d i e andere i s 

ghenaempt. Die q o d l i c k e l i e f d e , d i e we 1 eke hem v e r t r o o s t e n d e i s , 

met vee1 g o d t l y c k e s c r i f t u r e n , ende w t l e g g i n g h e der t h i e n gheboden 

Gods ( b e f o r e 1558) , 

T h i s t r a c t was f o r b i d d e n by t h e index o f 1 5 5 8 , ^ ^ 

15 NK01250. 

16 CD V, pp .279 , 3 7 0 - 3 7 1 . 

17 NK0323. 

18 B .A . Vermaseren, 'An unknown bookb inde r and b o o k s e l l e r o f Z w o l l e : 
Gel i s van Bathman ( c l 5 6 7 ) . ' Quaerendo X ( 1 9 8 0 ) , p . 1 2 8 , 

19 Verboden l e c t u u r , p . 1 3 5 . 
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20 
X Dootbedde, Da t , ende onderganck der missen ( b e f o r e 1558), 

2 1 
XI G e l i j c k onder d i e menscheyt e t c . ( b e f o r e 1 5 4 3 ) . 

Found in t he p o s s e s s i o n o f Paul de Rovere, t h i s pamphlet p r o b a b l y 

o n l y appeared in m a n u s c r i p t f o rm . 

X I I GRETZINGER, BENEDICTUS, Een scerm boexken met den word t g o d t s 
00 

( b e f o r e March 1534) . 

Bened i c t us G r e t z i n g e r , a Lu the ran p reache r a t R e u t l i n g e n f i r s t 

p u b l i s h e d h i s Vr I l l b e r w i n t 1 i ch b e s c h i r m buech l yn von haubt a r t i c k e i n der 

G o t t l i c h e n s c h r i f f t in 1523.^^ I t s Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n , Een scerm 
24 

boexken met den wo rd t g o d t s was f o r b i d d e n by t h e 1558 i n d e x . 

X I I I 'HADRIANUS', Unknown w r i t i n g s . 

The e v a n g e l i c a l l y i n c l i n e d C h r i s t i a n human is t Gerardus Geldenhauer 

(1482-1542) named one ' H a d r i a n u s ' as a w r i t e r who was s y m p a t h e t i c t o t h e 
25 

e v a n g e l i c a l cause i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s . He was p r o b a b l y r e f e r r i n g t o 

Hadr ianus C o r d a t u s , a canon f r o m M i d d e l b u r g . I t i s no t known whe the r 

Corda tus w r o t e in Dutch o r L a t i n . 

XIV Hoemen c h r i s t e l y c k e rou draegen s a l ove r d i e doeden noch een 

c h r i s t e l y c k e verman inge omme da t w o r d t g o d t s t e v o r d e r e n aen den 

b i s s c o p van b r i s l o u n ( b e f o r e March 1 5 3 4 ) , ^ ^ 

20 Verboden l e c t u u r , p . 1 3 4 . 

21 Un proces de r e l i g i o n a L o u v a i n , p . 7 0 . 

22 NK01306. 

23 B L 3 9 0 8 . a a . l 8 . 

24 Verboden l e c t u u r , p . 1 2 5 . 

25 C o l l e c t a n e a van Gerardus Geldenhauer Nov iomagus, e d . J . P r i n s e n 
(Amsterdam, 1901) , p . 1 3 8 , 

26 NK01315. 
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XV KARLSTADT, ANDREAS, T r a c t on the Lords S u p p e r , 

I t i s n o t known f o r c e r t a i n t h a t a work o f K a r l s t a d t on the L o r d ' s 

Supper was t r a n s l a t e d i n t o Du t ch . However, t h e r e i s s t r o n g 
28 

c i r c u m s t a n t i a l e v i d e n c e t h a t t h i s was the case. 

XVI KARLSTADT, ANDREAS, Copie eens b r i e f s v a n d e r a l d e r hoechs te r 

d u i c h t q e l a t e n h e i t ( b e f o r e March 1534). 

T h i s pamphlet was t r a n s l a t i o n o f K a r l s t a d t ' s M i s s i u e vonn der 

a T ie r hochs te t u q e n t q e l a s s e n h e y t ( 1 5 2 0 ) . ^0 

XVI I KETTENBACH, HENDRICK, Een verqhelyk inghe des a l d e r h e y l i c h s t e 

vader den paus tegen den selsamen vreemden gast in d ie 

c h r i s t e n h e y t ghenoempt Jesus, d ie in c o r t e n t i j t wederomme in 

D u y t s l a n t gecomen i s , ende nu weeder w i l t i n E g y p t e n l a n t , a Is 

een d i e by ons v e r a c h t w o r d t . Domine quo v a d i s . Roman i t e r u m 

c r u c i f i g i ! ghemaect b i j broeder Hendrick Ket tenbach, 

minnebroeder (before 1558) . 

X V I I I L e t t e r s , Two scanda lous ( e a r l y 1527) . 

I t i s no t known f o r c e r t a i n whe the r t hese t w o ' s c h a n d e l o e s e ' 

l e t t e r s , d i s t r i b u t e d by t h e Amsterdam p u b l i s h e r Jan Seversz d i e C r o e p e l , 

were e v e r p r i n t e d . 

27 NK 0262. 

28 See ppSTS-SY' 

29 NK01297. 

30 M.E, K r o n e n b e r g , 'Nede r l andse d r u k k e n in de c a t a l o g u s ' , p . 3 1 . 

31 Verboden l e c t u u r , p p . 1 2 6 - 1 2 7 . F 1 u g s c h r i f t e n aus den e r s t e n j a h r e n 
de r Reformat ion , I I , p . 1 2 9 . 

32 NK0247. 
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XIX MELANCHTHON, PHIL IP , Onderwys inqe ende b e k e n t e n i s s e des q e l o e f s 

ende der l e r i n q e n soe t e a p p e l l e r e n (de?) s t a t e der K. Mt. 

( b e f o r e March 1 5 3 ^ ) . ^ ^ 

XX MEN I US, JUSTUS, Een schoon o n d e r w i j s van q h e e s t e l i c k e r 

huushoud inqhen ( b e f o r e 1 5 4 6 ) . ^ ^ 

XXI Menschen l e e r e n . Van, van c l o e s t e r leven ende q h e e s t e l i c k s t a e t 

( b e f o r e March 1 5 3 ^ ) . ^ ^ 

XX I I 'NOYUS, JACOBUS', Unknown w r i t i n g s , 

Geldenhauer named one Jacobus Noyus as a Du t ch e v a n g e l i c a l 

w r i t e r . A lmos t c e r t a i n l y , he was r e f e r r i n g t o Jacob Noy, an 

August i n i a n p r e a c h e r in and around Den B r i e l who came under s u s p i c i o n 

i n October 1525.^^ 

X X I I I OCHYN, BERHARDINUS, Den A n t e c h r i s t l e u e n d i c h a f q h e m a e l t . 
? A 

g h e s c h i l d e r t ende naecte lyc beschreuen ( b e f o r e 1558) . 

XXIV O n d e r w i s i n q e , Een schoen, hoe d i e a l d e r s hoer kynderen r e c h t 

c h r i s t e l i c k e s u l l e n l e e r e n ende hey t der l e k e n b i b e l ( b e f o r e 

Mbrch 1534) .39 

33 NK01341. 

34 ROPB i i s e r i e V, p . 2 6 1 . 

35 NK01342. 

36 C o l l e c t a n e a van Gerardus Geldenhauer Nov iomagus, p . 1 3 8 , 

37 CD V, p . 2 9 . 

38 Verboden l e c t u u r , p p . 1 2 5 - 1 2 6 . 

39 NK01345. 
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XXV OTTENS, WILLEM, Lampoon a g a i n s t W i l l e m B a r t ho iomeusz , p a r i s h 

p r i e s t a t Hoorn ( 1 5 2 5 ) . ^ ^ 

T h i s t r a c t p r o b a b l y o n l y appeared in m a n u s c r i p t form. 

XXVI OUDERMAERCK, MARTY N, D r i e c h r i s t e l y c k e sermonen op t v e l t buy ten 

Andwerpen (before 1534) 

Mar tyn Oudermaerck, a member o f t he A u g u s t i n i a n house a t An twerp 

was, l i k e many o f h i s a s s o c i a t e s , an e a r l y c o n v e r t t o the Lu the ran 

cause in the N e t h e r l a n d s , L i k e Jacob P r a e p o s i t u s , t h e p r i o r o f the 

An twerp house, Oudermaerck v i s i t e d W i t t e n b e r g and m a t r i c u l a t e d t h e r e on U-

5 3 0 a 1 ong w i t h severa l other A u g u s t i n i a n s , Corne l ius Bester 
k2 

f r om An twerp and Ma r t i n us B e r l i n and Georg ius L e c h a r d f r om Ghent . 

The D r i e c h r i s t e l y c k e sermonen op t v e l t b u y t e n Andwerpen may have 

been g i v e n c1525 f o r on 29 J u l y o f t h a t year a d e c r e e was i ssued 
43 

f o r b i d d i n g such p r e a c h i n g . T h i s wou ld t i e i n w i t h what is known o f 

Oudermaerck 's c a r e e r f o r , s h o r t l y a f t e r 1525, he l e f t t he N e t h e r l a n d s 

t o l a b o u r in Germany. About 1527 he was w o r k i n g i n C e l l e , f rom 1528 he 

was a c t i v e in the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t he R e f o r m a t i o n i n Luneburg , and in 
kk 

1535 he was sen t t o L u t h e r a n i s e t h e R e f o r m a t i o n in Eas t Fr i e s l a n d . 

Oudermaerck d i e d in 1569-

40 NKO956. 

41 NK01346. 
Album academiae V i t e n b e r g e n s i s e d . C,E, Fo rs temann ( L e i p z i g , 1841-1905) 

I , p . 9 7 . 
43 M.E. K ronenbe rg , ' N e d e r l a n d s e d rukken in de c a t a l o g u s ' , p . 3 1 . 

44 A. Wrede, Die E i n f u h r u n g der R e f o r m a t i o n in Luneburg i schen d u r c h 
Herzog E r n s t den Bekenner . E, Kochs, ' D i e A n f a n g e der o s t f r ieschen 
R e f o r m a t i o n ' , Jahrbuch de r G e s e l l s c h a f t f u r b i l d e n d e Kunst und 
v a t e r land i sche A l t e r t u r r e r zu Emden, XX, 1920, p . 8 7 . ^ Sehl i n g , 
D ie evange1 i schen K i r c h e n o r d u n g e n V I , I , p . 5 7 6 , 
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XXVII P r i n c e en ghee f den moet nye t hee l v e r l o r e n e t c . ( be fo re 1 5 ^ 3 ) . ^ ^ 

Found in the possess ion o f Paul de Rovere , t h i s pamphlet p r o b a b l y 

o n l y appeared in m a n u s c r i p t f o r m . 

X X V I I I Rapsod ie , Een, beg r i pende i n t c o r t e t f u n d a m e n t der m e d i c i n e n , 

met t r o o s t i n g h e der z i e c k e n ( b e f o r e 1 5 4 6 ) . ^ ^ 

XXIX REGIUS, URBANUS, Pat r e c h t e fundament der c h r i s t e n e n menschen 

ende p r i n c i p a e l s t u c k e n der ganser g o d l y k e r s c h r i f t u y r e n ( b e f o r e 

1546) .47 

I t i s u n c l e a r from the t i t l e f rom w h i c h o f R e g i u s ' s works t h i s 

pamphlet was t r a n s l a t e d . 

XXX REGIUS, URBANUS, Een v e r c l a r i n g e der t w a l f a r t i c u l e n des 

c h r i s t e l i c k e g e l o e f s ( B e f o r e March 1534) . 

T h i s pamphlet was t r a n s l a t e d f r o m Die z w o l f A r t i ke 1 vnsers 

C h r i s t l i c h e n Glaubens ( 1 5 2 3 ) . 

XXXI ROVERE, PAUL DE, Gods v r i n d e n hebben a I t i i t t e s t r i j d e n ( b e f o r e 

1543) .^9 

T h i s t r a c t , w h i c h Paul de Rovere a d m i t t e d t o h a v i n g w r i t t e n , 

p r o b a b l y o n l y appeared in m a n u s c r i p t . 

45 Un proces de r e l i g i o n a L o u v a i n , p . 7 0 , 

46 ROPB i i s e r i e V, p . 2 6 2 . 

47 NK01036. ROPB s e r i e i i V, p . 2 6 2 . 

48 NK01351. 

49 Un proces de r e l i g i o n a L o u v a i n , p . 7 1 . 
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XXXII ROVERE, PAUL DE, G r a t i a m e t pacem e t c . ( b e f o r e 15^3 ) - ^^ 

T h i s t r a c t , w h i c h Paul de Rovere a d m i t t e d t o h a v i n g w r i t t e n , 

p r o b a b l y o n l y appeared in m a n u s c r i p t f o rm. I t s t i t l e sugges ts t h a t i t 

was a L a t i n w o r k . 

X X X I I I ROVERE, PAUL DE, S i j U. g h i j b a l a m i j t e n e t c . (before 1543) . 

L i k e Gods v r i n d e n and G r a t iam e t pacem, Pau l de Rovere a d m i t t e d 

a u t h o r s h i p o f t h i s p a m p h l e t , w h i c h p r o b a b l y o n l y appea red in m a n u s c r i p t . 

XXXIV S e i n d t b r i e f , Een k o s t e l y c k , aen een r e l i g i u s e gesonden a l l e 

menschen omme hem t e houden van a l i e d u a l i n g e n nu inder 
52 

w e r r e l d t regneerende ( b e f o r e March 1534 ) . 

XXXV S p i r a , F r a n c i s c o , Een v e r s c h r i k e 1 i j k e h i s t o r i e van , hoe da t h i j 

in g r o u w e l i c k e r v e r t w y v e 1 i n g h e g h e v a l l e n i s . . . o v e r g h e s e t uut den 
53 

hoogduy tschen ( b e f o r e 1557) . 

The sombre w a r n i n g o f t h e r e c a n t a t i o n and r e s u l t a n t a n g u i s h o f the 

I t a l i a n e v a n g e l i c a l F r a n c i s c o S p i r a who, in d e n y i n g h i s f a i t h , commi t ted 

t h e unpardonab le s i n o f blasphemy a g a i n s t the H o l y S p i r i t , was w i d e l y 

c i r c u l a t e d amongst evange l i ca l s l i v i n g ' unde r t h e c r o s s ' . T h i s Dutch 

v e r s i o n was p r o b a b l y t r a n s l a t e d f rom G r i b a l d u s ' W a r h a f f t i g e H i s t o r i a 

von e inem Doc to r im I t a l i a we lchen d i e f e i n d des h e i l i g e n E u a n g e l i j 

gezwungen d i e w a r h e i t zu e r l e u g n e n ( 1 5 4 9 ) . ^ ^ S i n c e the t r a n s l a t o r was 
55 

K a r o l u s de K o n i n c k who was put t o dea th in 1557, Een v e r s c h r i k e l i j k e 

h i s t o r i e was p r o b a b l y p u b l i s h e d b e f o r e t h i s d a t e . 

50 Un p roces de r e l i g i o n a L o u v a i n , p . 7 1 . 

51 Un p roces de r e l i g i o n a L o u v a i n , p . 7 1 . 

52 NK01356. 

53 A. van Haemstede, o p . c i t . D d i r . 

54 B L . 1 3 9 5 . h . 2 6 . 

55 A. van Haemstede, o p . c i t , D d i r . 
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XXXVI T e s t a m e n t , Een schoen, der l i e f d e n ( b e f o r e 1 5 4 5 ) . ^ ^ 

57 
F o r b i d d e n by t he 1545 L iege i n d e x , the t i t l e o f t h i s t r a c t i s 

c l o s e l y s i m i l a r t o t h e Tes tament vander 1 i e f d e c o n t a i n e d in B r u n f e l s ' 
58 

Gulden ghebedeboecxken and Den k e r s t e n r e g h e l inhoudende een 
59 

t e s t a m e n t der l y e f d e n , In a l l p r o b a b i l i t y , t h e y a r e one and the 

same w o r k . 

XXXVII Tonghe, D i e , de r e v a n g e l i e n (19 Jan. 1 5 3 8 ) , ^ ^ 

I t may be t h a t t h i s w o r k , w h i c h was read by a number o f Paul de 
61 

R o v e r e ' s Leuven c o n v e n t i c l e , was a t r a n s l a t i o n o f Erasmus' De 1 ingua 

( 1 5 2 5 ) . A l t e r n a t i v e l y , i t c o u l d be an e n t i r e l y i n d e p e n d e n t e v a n g e l i c a l 

t r a c t . 

XXXVI I I T w e e d e r l e i j doopen e t c . ( b e f o r e 1 5 4 3 ) . ^ ^ 

Found in t h e p o s s e s s i o n o f Paul de Rovere , t h i s pamphlet p r o b a b l y 

o n l y appeared in m a n u s c r i p t f o rm . 

XXX IX V e r h o o r i n g h e , Der roomscher k e y s e r 1 i j c k e r m a i e s t e i t , aenspraecke 

ende an twoorde van heere M a r t i n u s L u t h e r . . . o p den r i j c k s d a c h t e 

Worms in 1521. 

T h i s Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e Anza igung w ie D, M a r t i n u s Lu the r zu 
64 

Wurms a u f f dem Re ichs t a g e i n g e f a r e n d u r c h K.M. , p r o b a b l y p u b l i s h e d 

by M iche l Hi l i e n van H o o c h s t r a t e n in 1521, is now no l o n g e r e x t a n t . The 

o n l y copy l i s t e d by N i j h o f f and Kronenberg was d e s t r o y e d in the Second 

W o r l d War. 

56 NK01148. 

57 E. Fa i r o n , ' Le p r e m i e r index de l i v r e s p r o h i b e s a L i e g e , 1 5 4 5 , ' GP̂  
I I I ( 1 9 2 5 ) , p . 1 4 . 

58 See p p . 2 6 6 - 2 6 7 . 

59 NKI284. 

60 NKOII75. 

61 Campan, pp .328 , 342 , 374 , 4 7 8 - 8 0 , 566. 

62 Un p roces de r e l i g i o n a L o u v a i n , p . 7 1 . 

63 NK4053. 

64 Benz ing 9 3 1 - 9 3 6 , 
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XL V i q i l l e , Een nieuwe z u v e r l i c k e , i n t d u y t s c h e , met den Pater 

n o s t e r ( b e f o r e 1546) . 

XLI V i e e s c h , Van C h r i s t u s , ende b l o e t t e e t e n ende t e d r i j n k e n ( b e f o r e 

1546 ) .66 

X L I I Weqh, Den, der behaudenessen ( b e f o r e 1546 ) . 

X L I I I Wech, Den r e c h t e n , t o t den eeuwighen l e v e n , uut d i e v i e r 

e v a n g e l i s t e n ende e p i s t e l e n van S i n t e Pauwels ghetoghen ( b e f o r e 

1546 ) .68 

XLIV WOUTERSZ-, CORNELIS ALIAS COPERPOTGEN, Seven psalms 'gepren t ende 

gemaect by C o r n e l l s Woutersz. ' ( 1 5 2 5 ) . 

C o r n e l l s Woutersz-, a shoemaker by t r a d e , was one o f L u t h e r ' s most 

a c t i v e s u p p o r t e r s in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s in t h e 1520s. Perhaps because o f 

Woutersz- ' humble background N i j h o f f and K ronenberg t o o k ' g e p r e n t ende 

gemaec t ' t o mean ' p r i n t e d and t r a n s l a t e d ' and a r g u e d t h a t the above work 

was a Dutch t r a n s l a t i o n o f L u t h e r ' s S ieben buszpsa lmen ( 1 5 1 7 ) . ^ ^ 

However, the normal t r a n s l a t i o n in t h i s c o n t e x t w o u l d be ' p r i n t e d and 

w r i t t e n ' and t h e r e is no reason t o b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s was no t the case 

and t h a t t hese seven psalms were an independent w o r k by Woutersz; by 

t h e ende o f 1524 Woutersz- had a l r e a d y run i n t o t r o u b l e f o r w r i t i n g 
71 

h e r e t i c a l books . 

65 ROPB i i s e r i e V, p . 2 6 2 , 

66 ROPB i i s e r i e V, p . 2 6 2 . 

67 ROPB i i s e r i e V, p . 2 6 1 . 

68 ROPB i i s e r i e V, p .261 . 

69 NK0849. 

70 See NK0849 and Benz ing 84 . 

71 NK01256. IV, pp .299 -300 . 
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XLV WOUTERSZ, CORNELIS, ALIAS COPERPOTGEN, Two l e t t e r s to the town 

c o u n c i l and m u n i c i p a l i t y o f D o r d r e c h t i n w h i c h Woutersz w i t h d r e w 
72 

h i s e a r l i e r r e c a n t a t i o n ( 1 5 2 7 ) . 

As a r e s u l t o f h i s open s u p p o r t f o r t h e e v a n g e l i c a l cause in h i s 

home town o f D o r d r e c h t , Woutersz was forced t o r e c a n t and p e r f o r m a 
73 

p u b l i c penance. H e r e a f t e r , he j o u r n e y e d n o r t h t o Bremen where he 

s t a y e d f o r s i x months. He then r e t u r n e d t o t he N e t h e r l a n d s , t r a v e l l i n g 

f i r s t t o D e l f t and then t o Gor inchem and A n t w e r p , b e f o r e l e a v i n g f o r 

Gos la r in B runsw ick where he worked in t h e s i l v e r m i n e s . D e s p i t e h i s 

w i f e ' s p r o t e s t a t i o n s , Woutersz-came t o r e g r e t h i s e a r l i e r r e c a n t a t i o n . 

He t h e r e f o r e had two l e t t e r s p r i n t e d , one t o the town c o u n c i l and the 

o t h e r t o t he town o f D o r d r e c h t as a who le in w h i c h he w i t h d r e w h i s 

r e c a n t a t i o n . Woutersz -showed c o n s i d e r a b l e i n g e n u i t y in g e t t i n g h i s 

l e t t e r s p r i n t e d , t a k i n g them p e r s o n a l l y t o a p r i n t e r in Antwerp and 

h a v i n g as many p r i n t e d ' d a t mer we 1 honder t j a i r nae zyn doot v i nden 

s a l ' . He was pu t t o dea th in 1529 f o r t he p r i n t i n g o f t h i s 
Ik 

r e t r a c t i o n . 

XLVI 'ZASIUS, HENRICUS.' Unknown w r i t i n g s , 

Geldenhauer named one H e n r i c u s Z a s i u s as a w r i t e r s y m p a t h e t i c t o 

t h e e v a n g e l i c a l cause in t he N e t h e r l a n d s . He may have been r e f e r r i n g 

t o H e n d r i k T s a s , a member o f t he B r u s s e l s c o n v e n t i c l e o f t h e 1520s led 

by N i c o l e a s van der E l s t . 

72 NK01257. 

73 De Hoop S c h e f f e r sugges ted t h a t Woutersz f i r s t ran i n t o t r o u b l e f o r 
t r a n s l a t i n g t h e T h e o l o g i a Deutsch ( 1 5 1 6 ) , but t h i s i s n o t c e r t a i n . 
See NK04. 

I k J ,G. De Hoop S c h e f f e r , ' C o r n e l i s Woutersz van D o r d r e c h t , een 
m a r t e l a a r der he r vo rm ing ( 1 5 2 5 - 1 5 2 9 ) , ' K e r k h i s t o r i s c h a r c h i e f IV 
( 1 8 6 6 ) , p p . 1 - 2 2 , 'They wou ld s t i l l be c i r c u l a t i n g a hundred y e a r s 
a f t e r h i s d e a t h , ' 

75 C o l l e c t a n e a van Gerardus Geldenhauer Nov iomagus, p . 1 3 8 , 
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XLVI I ZV/OLLE, WILLEM VAN, Answer t o the a r t i c l e s o f the. 

Leuven t h e o l o g i a n s ( c 1 5 2 9 ) . ^ ^ 

I t i s no t known f o r c e r t a i n whe the r a Dutch v e r s i o n o f the t r i a l 

o f W i l l e m van Z w o l l e was e v e r p u b l i s h e d . A German v e r s i o n , the A r t i cke1 

de r D o c t o r n von Loven, zu we lchen W i l h e l m von Zwol l e n Kon igs 

C h r i s t i e r n e n Fou re r c h r i s t l i c h ha t g e a n t w o r t , was p u b l i s h e d a t W i t t e n b e r g 
77 

in 1530 w i t h a f o r e w a r d by Johannes Bugenhagen. W i l l e m van Z w o l l e 

h i m s e l f was a member o f t h e e n t o u r a g e o f C h r i s t a i n I I the de th roned o f 

Denmark and was e x e c u t e d f o r heresy a t Mechelen on 20 November 1529. 

XLVI I I ZWOLLE, WILLEM VAN, Pat 1 i c h t der heydenen ( b e f o r e 25 September 

1529) . 

A t W i l l e m van Z w o l l e ' s t r i a l on 25 September 1529 n i n e h e r e t i c a l 

p r o p o s i t i o n s were e x t r a c t e d f rom a m a n u s c r i p t w r i t i n g w h i c h began 'Dat 

1 i c h t de r 

p u b l i s h e d 

1A 
1 i c h t de r h e y d e n e n ' . I t i s not known whe the r t h i s m a n u s c r i p t was eve r 

XLIX ZWOLLE, WILLEM VAN, Die v e r t r o e s t i n q e des H e i l i g e Geestz sy met 

ons ( b e f o r e 25 September 1529) . 

A t h i s t r i a l i t was r e v e a l e d t h a t W i l l e m van Z w o l l e was a l s o t h e 

a u t h o r o f a n o t h e r t r a c t w h i c h began w i t h t he words ' D i e v e r t r o e s t i n g e 

des H e i l i g e Geestz sy me 

work was eve r p u b l i s h e d , 

79 
des H e i l i g e Geestz sy met o n s ' . Aga in i t i s no t known whe the r t h i s 

76 NK01268. 

77 BRN IX , pp .149 -176 . 

78 p. F r e d e r i c q , 'Sen tence prononcee c o n t r e Guillaume van Z w o l l e par 
1 ' i n q u i s i t e u r g e n e r a l des Pays -Bas , 1525 , ' B u l l e t i n s de 1 'academie 
r o y a l e des s c i e n c e s , des l e t t r e s e t des b e a u x - a r t s de B e l q i q u e 
s e r . 3 , XXX ( 1 8 9 5 ) , p . 2 6 3 . J . Trapman, ' Le r S l e des " s a c r a m e n t a i r e s " 
des o r i g i n e s de la reforme j u s q u ' e n 1530 aux P a y s - B a s , ' NAK L X I I I 
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