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This thesis is an examination of the southern English seaport of Poole as it developed and

changed during the nineteenth century. Its experience during the period 1815 to 1881

provides an illustration of how a town whose economy was rooted in the pre-industrial world

reacted to the changes, social and economic, occurring around it. The period under

investigation is divided into two sections, 1815-1840 and 1841-1881, with the second being

sub-divided into 1841-1860 and 1861-1881. The town's physical and economic growth will

be examined along with the resulting political and social change, recognising that these

factors are invariably interlinked. The periods chosen fall naturally into place, starting with

the watershed year of 1815 and ending in 1881, the year by which Poole's economy had

clearly undergone a fundamental change and an important new town had established itself a

few miles to the east. Over this sixty five year period, the typical life span of a healthy and

fortunate man, changes occurred in Poole which saw it lose its oft proclaimed independence

and become a virtual satellite of neighbouring Bournemouth.

The first half of the thesis is a comprehensive study of Poole's key status groups and their

role within its administrative and social structures, with an emphasis on named individuals

from within each group as being representative of their peers. The second half concentrates

on the changing economy within and around the town and its ruling, mercantile classes'

reaction to these changes. The emphasis on the individual is maintained by a detailed study

of four of the town's twelve census districts over a forty year period, in 1841, 1861 and

1881. The four districts, accounting for approximately one third of the town's population,

are representative of the different ways in which it was developing. One of them is in the

old, maritime part of the town whilst the other three are the new, more suburban areas which

were added to the town in the 1830s. Their growth, and the way in which one of them

reflected the rise of Bournemouth forms the final element of this thesis.
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PREFACE

One of the most celebrated opening sentences in modern literature occurs in L.P. Hartley's

novel The Go-Between - 'The past is a foreign country, they do things differently there.'

Much of the appeal and potency of this statement lies in its self evident truthfulness as much

as in its literary conceit. It is one of the tasks of the historian to ascertain just how different

the past actually was and to offer explanations for the differences, a task which is doubly

difficult when dealing with urban history, a discipline which (almost by definition) deals with

the recent past, possibly even within living memory. This relative familiarity can still present

problems for the reader who is unfamiliar with either the ethos of the period and, more

probably, the specific town or suburb under investigation. It is therefore the purpose of this

preface to briefly explain certain salient features of the town of Poole in the years

immediately after Waterloo, a period of great change for Britain. A simple but effective

method of doing this is to describe the economic, political and social aspects of the town in

order to explain many of the inferences in the first chapters of this thesis.

Poole came into being because of its harbour and although never a major port, it was

successful for several hundred years and particularly so once it began participating in the

lucrative Newfoundland trade. This enabled it to prosper, especially in the eighteenth and

early nineteenth centuries when it was a centre for the fish, whale meat, oil and furs brought

back to Europe from that cold and often fog-bound island on the other side of the Atlantic.

One result of this prosperity was the emergence of the merchants engaged in the trade as the

most important and influential citizens within the town. However, their importance tended

to be restricted to their own 170 acre fiefdom.

In politics, too, they were dominant. Poole was, like most other English boroughs, ruled by

a Corporation whose membership was usually self-selective and self-perpetuating and this

lasted until the passing of the 1835 Municipal Corporations Act. This occurred at a time

when parties were becoming more institutionalised, when 'Whigs' and 'Tories' were

transforming themselves into 'Liberals' and 'Conservatives' and the philosophical differences

between them were hardening. In Poole there was the added dimension of the presence

outside of the town

(i)



of the Manor of Canford. Its 'Lord' owned much of the land around the town and there was

a long history of enmity between the two. Thus in Poole, 'party' was closely related to either

loyalty to the town or manor, the former being largely Tory and the latter largely Liberal.

When the 1832 Parliamentary Reform Act was passed, the borough found itself with new

boundaries and these included the parishes which 'belonged' to the manor and therefore, in

those days of open voting, gave its Lord extra influence over Poole's affairs and particularly

in its selection of its members of parliament.

One other significant piece of legislation (in a significant decade for reform), The Municipal

Corporations Act, gave Poole an elected council for the first time, but it too allowed the

Manor the opportunity to involve itself more fully in the town's domestic affairs. Thus party

politics in Poole became a matter of the Tory merchants and their allies against the Liberal

manor and its friends within the town. This manifested itself in a long battle between the two

factions over the validity of the first contested municipal election and a claim for

compensation over the loss of his post by the town clerk to the old Corporation. It is against

this background that the role and status of the merchants and other occupational groups,

many of them newly enfranchised by the 1832 Reform Act, are examined in the first half of

this thesis.

The social structure of nineteenth society was also different in several significant ways. State

involvement in people's lives was minimal when compared with the mid and late twentieth

century, and one of the themes running through this thesis is an investigation of how

households, far more independent and self-sufficient than they are today, were structured.

Were they multi-generational, for instance? How many of them included one of Victorian

society's archetypes, the domestic servant? How large were they? By using concepts normally

the preserve of the sociologist these questions are answered, along with other, more basic

ones such as how people earned their living and how class based were towns such as Poole?

Poole's new Workhouse, a product of the 1834 Poor Law Ammendment Act, is also studied

in order to reveal who were at the bottom of the town's social structure.

(ii)



This thesis therefore examines and analyses one particular town at one particular period in

its history. It emphasises the role of many of its citizens in the administration, political and

social, of the town's life, and their reaction to changes in the economy and in the political

system. It also describes their response to the way in which changes in transport, such as the

coming of the railway, and in social and living habits were helping shape the area's future

and how some of them failed to recognize this. In short, this thesis examines and explains

how nineteenth century Poole was indeed 'a foreign country where they did things

differently.'

(iii)



Chapter 1

POOLE BEFORE 1815

The most southerly part of the ancient kingdom of Wessex consists of heathland, an area

where gravel and sand usually form the sub-soil, and where the predominant vegetation is

coarse grasses, bracken, gorse and heather. This land, the 'Egdon Heath' of Hardy's novels,

was not easily farmed and it remained sparsely populated until the nineteenth century. Today

it supports one of Southern England's largest conurbations, the adjoined towns of Poole,

Bournemouth and Christchurch. In recent years Wimborne has been drawn into this built up

area, which now has a total population of 403,00c1

The largest of these towns, Bournemouth, exists solely because of the Victorian embrace of

the seaside holiday and is today one of Britain's major resorts. Its western neighbour, Poole,

although also a holiday resort, is a much older town, with very different origins, and this

thesis seeks to examine and explain the social, economic, political and physical developments

which were to lead to its eventual transformation from a successful but relatively minor port

to a modern industrial and commercial and holiday town with a population in excess of

130,000.2 It will be argued that this occurred later than it might because of the failure of

civic leaders and businessmen to recognise and adapt to the social and cultural changes taking

place in the second half of the nineteenth century.

The methodology for studying Poole during this period is based upon the use of a variety of

primary sources - census enumerators' returns, commercial directories, poll-books,

newspapers, and documents from the borough archives, in short as many of the extant and

relevant printed and manuscript records as possible. It makes particular use of the census

records, especially those from 1841 onwards when individual names were revealed for the

first time. It will be a feature of this thesis that individuals will be regarded as representing

many, if not all of their peers in their social and economic group. As Morris points out, 'It

1 Bournemouth, 154,400, Poole, 130,900, Christchurch, 40,500 and East Dorset District
(formerly Wimborne District), 77,200. (Preliminary 1991 census figures.)

2 In effect, the fortunes of the port have turned a full circle, for Poole is today a
successful cross-channel ferry port, with daily services to France and the Channel Islands.



should never be forgotten that society, the working class, the elite, the chapel are abstractions

... It is individuals who are social actors.'3

The oldest permanent settlement on the Dorset heathlands was Wareham. This Saxon town

grew up on the banks of the River Frome, one of two rivers which flow into Poole Harbour,

and was once an important port. By the twelfth century Wareham's viability as a port was

uncertain because of its location on a narrow, winding and increasingly shallow river at a

time when ships were becoming larger and more dependent on sails rather than oars for

propulsion. It was also vulnerable to attack by rival armies in the civil wars of the period.

Poole Harbour was, however, too convenient and useful a natural amenity to be abandoned

and by the end of the twelfth century a new trading settlement became established on a

peninsula on its northern shore.

With a circumference in excess of a hundred miles, but its sole entrance measuring only 285

metres across, Poole Harbour at high water resembles a huge lake. It is, according to local

legend,4 the second largest natural harbour in the world , and although much of it is shallow

it has the double high tides which are a feature of the sea around this part of the south coast,

and deep water channels. It was where one of these channels passed between two opposite

shores that the port of Poole was established.5 By 1224 it was a recognised port, as an entry

in the Patent Rolls of Henry III reveals. In an addendum to a letter to the Barons of the

Cinque Ports there occurs: 'In the same manner it is written to the bailiffs and trusty men

of Portsmouth, Southampton, Seaford, Poole etc. '6 A quarter of a century later these bailiffs

and trusty men were sufficiently wealthy and had enough confidence in their community to

3 R J . Morris (ed.), Class. Power and Social Structure in British Nineteenth Century
Towns,(Leicester, 1986), p.3.

4 This, as is implied above, is debatable. It would appear to depend on definitions of
harbours, at what state of the tide they are measured etc. This has not prevented Poole's
proud claim entering various text books.

5 See map 1.

6 Cited in H.P. Smith, History of the Borough and County of the Town of Poole. Vol.1,
(Poole, 1948),p.ll9. The original is in Latin and Poole is written as "De La Pole".



purchase their independence from their manorial lord, William Longspee of Canford.7

From the outset Poole was a community of merchants, never a farming settlement or market

town. Its main trading during the middle ages was naturally (given the ship technology of the

period) with ports that were reasonably close, on both sides of the English Channel.

Cherbourg, for example, was the home port of a total of 98 ships which came into Poole in

the years 1466 and 1505, whilst Barfleur provided 25 and St Malo twenty in 1505-6.

Guernsey's total for 1466 and 1505 was 56, and the other Dorset ports, Weymouth with 27

ships in 1505 and Lyme with 46 for both years, were important trading partners. In total the

arrivals and departures at Poole in 1505-6 are recorded as 119 native ships, four Irish, 27

Channel Islands, 175 foreign, and two of uncertain origin.8

The nature of this trade is described by Dorothy Burwash who states that 'Such English

vessels as came from Dorsetshire or the ports of the West carried away small cargoes of

cloth and, in the later period, mares, returning with wine, iron, or bay salt. Ships from St

Malo, Barfleur, Cherbourg, and Guerade brought canvas and linen and took away the same

English products.' The same writer also comments on the successful nature of Poole's

overseas trade, noting that 'only in Poole and its creeks, however, did the English ships

succeed in capturing a larger share of the trade than their foreign competitors.'9

In the early seventeenth century Poole was 'handsomely built, and well provided with

shipping'10 and had capitalized on the new habit of smoking tobacco. Because of its position

7 The Longspee Charter, traditionally attributed to the year 1248, is discussed in detail
in Smith, pp 143-149. In effect it gave Poole's merchants the right to manage their own
affairs, and act as agents for the manor, instead of having the manor's servants present to
collect tolls or settle grievances.

8 Cited in D.Burwash, English Merchant Shipping. 1460 - 1540.froronto. 1947), pp.
220-2.

9Op.Cit . ,p . l59.

10 L.G. Legg, Relation of a Short Survey of the Western Counties, p.67, cited in
T.Willan, The English Coasting Trade.(Manchester. 1967) p. 155.



near clay beds it became the chief port for shipping the raw material for pipe-making to

London, and even as far afield as Newcastle.11 The clay was dug out in square blocks of

about half a hundredweight and the extent of this trade is shown by the fact that between

Christmas 1632 and Christmas 1633 457 tons were shipped to London.12 Sixty years later

the figure was 3,114 tons (between Christmas 1690 and Christmas 1691), 2,215 tons of

which went to London. In addition to the clay, Poole was shipping the finished pipes, and

'482 gross, two hogsheads and chests went to Portsmouth, Cowes and Newcastle.'13 Poole

also continued to handle a wide variety of other goods, including iron, farming implements,

and farm produce.

The town was fortunate in having another natural resource nearby. This was the stone from

the Isle of Purbeck, a compact peninsula on the southern shores of the harbour, and during

the eighteenth century enormous quantities were shipped to London and other south coast and

east coast ports. The stone was used for paving streets, courtyards, and kitchens and the

trade was undoubtably helped by the various Acts of Parliament empowering towns to effect

this improvement. Southampton, for example, had an Act passed in 177014 and Portsmouth

had done the same two years earlier. From mid-summer to Christmas 1743, Poole shipped

216,700 'smooth pavure stones', 176,000 of which went to London. There were also '412

tons of wall stones, some tons of pebble stones and some thousands of feet of gun stones.'15

One visitor to the town in the first half of the eighteenth century was Daniel Defoe. In his

journey through the country in 1722 he came to Poole and described it thus : 'South ,

over a sandy wild and barren country we came to Pool [sic], a considerable sea-port, and

indeed the most considerable in all this part of England; for here I found some ships, some

11 Willan, op.cit . ,p.H6.

12 Ibid, p. 155.

13 Ibid.

14 A.Temple Patterson, A History of Southampton. 1700 - 1914.Vol. 1 (Southampton,
1966), p.47.

15 Willan, op.cit., p.75.



merchants, and some trade; especially here were a good number of ships fitted out every year

to the Newfoundland fishing, in which the Pool men are said to have been particularly

successful for many years past.' 16

Defoe's mention of Newfoundland is particularly significant for among the items shipped

from Poole in the half-year ending Christmas 1749 were 2,954 seal-skins, an indication of

Poole's involvement in this more distant trade. The Newfoundland connection was to prove

the most profitable of Poole's trading ventures, but it was also to be the highest point reached

by the town as a seaport until (arguably) its re-emergence as a cross-channel ferry port after

1973. When the Newfoundland trade went into decline after the Napoleonic Wars Poole's

social and economic development was to come from different sources. Its importance to the

evolution of the town and its impact on its citizens, though, warrants a brief survey of the

trade in order to establish the situation in which Poole found itself in 1815.

Poole's trade with Newfoundland during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries has today

become part of the town's mythology, the impression perhaps being given that it was the

island's sole trading partner and life-line. This was not so; Poole did not have a monopoly

of the trade, but it was, with Dartmouth, the most important West Country port involved in

the supply of the necessities of life for people living and working in Newfoundland and

customer for their products.

The discovery of America had been in many ways a disappointment to the trading nations

of Western Europe. Sparsely inhabited, it offered little to match the coveted wealth of Asia

and indeed, acted as a barrier to the long sought for western route to that continent. But 'To

this general unattractiveness exceptions began to appear. The Newfoundland fishery was

one of the first.' 'After Cabot's discovery, the West Country men.... resorted to

Newfoundland.'17

16 D.Defoe, A Tour Through England and Wales (Everyman edition, London, 1928),
p.209.

17 J.A. Williamson, The Ocean in English History. Oxford (1979), p.28.
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Those West Countrymen included the merchants of Poole, who were among the first people

to commercially exploit the island's great natural resource, the cod fish, and the trade was

already well-established in the last quarter of the seventeenth century. It became a triangular

trade with English ships sailing to Newfoundland each spring laden with cargoes of salt,

bread, flour, and other foodstuffs, woollens and hardware. The fish, fish oils, and the

products of the seal fishery were then taken either to the West Indies or to Spain and

Portugal. From the West Indies the English ships would bring home sugar, rum or coffee,

and from Iberia, wine, and fruit. Most of the seal products came to England, but fifty per-

cent of the codfish went to Spain and Portugal and twenty-five per-cent to the West Indies.18

A unique feature of the Newfoundland fishery was that that the majority of those who took

part in it were 'ship fishermen' or, to use a more modern phrase, long-distance 'commuters.'

Their base was in England, not Newfoundland, and the island was regarded simply as a

convenient 'ship' moored amidst wondrous fishing grounds. Each spring they would sail

across the Atlantic, fish all through the summer, and return home in the Autumn. This

practice went into decline from about 1765 as the island's resident population increased in

size, although the eighteenth century was generally a period of expansion for the West

Country merchants. Keith Matthews maintains19 that the Dorset fishermen participating in

the trade had, unlike their Devonshire counterparts, little real involvement in the deep sea

fishery, but concentrated instead on the inshore fishery. Thus as the native-born

Newfoundlanders became available to take on this work, the Poole fishermen allowed their

traditional role to atrophy.

The trade reached its peak during the Napoleonic Wars, when the French and Americans

were excluded from participating in it. During the year 1794, a total of 400 vessels entered

18 C.N.Parkinson (ed.) The Trade Winds. A Study of British
Overseas Trade During the French Wars 1793 - 1815. (London, 1948), pp.231-2.

19 From information provided by Professor Matthews in a letter to the writer dated 29
October 1981 and based on his lecture to the Society of Poole Men in March 1981. His
Lectures on the History of Newfoundland. 1500 - 1830 published by Memorial University,
St Johns, in 1973, contains a wealth of information on the migratory fishery.



St John's harbour, but by 1815 the number had risen to 852.20 Many of the ships

presumably came into St John's on several occasions during the year, especially the twenty

present that were Newfoundland built, but the figures for English (or British) ships sailing

to Newfoundland in 1807 show Poole's important role in the trade. Liverpool topped the list21

providing 60 vessels, with Poole just two behind with 58. After Poole came the Scottish port

of Greenock with 39, reflecting the growth of St John's as a city and the subsequent demand

for the products of the industrial revolution. Then came the Devon ports of Dartmouth and

Teignmouth with 37 and 34 respectively. Thus Poole was undoubtably one of the most

important centres of the trade but was rivalled by Liverpool, a town whose size and

importance was significantly greater. Liverpool's involvement in the Newfoundland trade

began at the same time as Poole's but it was only towards the end of the eighteenth century

that it became a major participant. Its nearness to the Cheshire salt fields, a commodity vital

to the cod fishermen, was an important factor in producing this change, as too was its

location in the industrial North West where many of the goods needed in Newfoundland were

produced.

In 1815 Poole had long been an established town and port. It met the criteria of economic

geographers as to what precisely made a settlement a town. To Pirenne, for example, a town

or city was a community of merchants 22 and Poole had always been this, whilst Maine and

Maitland23 suggested that it was the existence of a legally constituted government which

distinguished a town from a village. Poole's corporation had been established by charter from

Queen Elizabeth in 1568 and possessed considerable power within the borough. Although

geographically in Dorset, Poole was administratively outside it, and was one of only ten

'county-corporates' in England, hence its official title (until 1974) of 'The Town and County

of the Borough of Poole.'

20 Parkinson (ed.), op.cit., p.243.

21 Ibid.

22 Cited in E. Jones, Towns and Cities. (Oxford, 1966), p.6.

23 Ibid, p.7.



However, at the beginning of the period under examination in this thesis the town was failing

to expand in the same way as others which had once been of similar size and importance.

Southampton's population, for example, rose from 2,939 in 1696 to 12,108 in 1801 and by

1841 it had reached 37,769.24 The great naval ports of Plymouth and Portsmouth also

experienced similar expansion and by 1831 had reached 75,534 and 50,389 respectively while

Poole's was much smaller at 6,959.

Reference has been made on two previous occasions in this chapter to contemporary

descriptions of Poole by travellers. In the footsteps of Legg and Defore came one William

Daniell and his rather dismissive comments about Poole perhaps serve as an apt summing up

of the town in the years immediately after the end of the war. 'It is a clean little town' he

wrote, 'seated on the north side of the bay to which it owes its name, its site being a

peninsula, joined by a narrow isthmus to themainland, which in this vicinity, is a bleak and

desolate heath. '25

Daniell's description, written in 1823, places Poole firmly in context. It was a little town by

comparison with Southampton and Portsmouth. It was in many ways separated from the rest

of the country by its inhospitable hinterland. And now its traditional reason for existing, its

maritime trade, was in decline. The Newfoundland fishery was now open to all nations

including the Americans, and although the ending of the war did not mean that the trade was

wiped out overnight, it could no longer be the main source for Poole's wealth. The next

chapter will examine the social and economic structure of the town as in entered the post-war

era, and in effect, a new century.

24 Cited in E. Welch, Southampton Maps from Elizabethan Times. (Southampton, 1964),
p.25.

25 W. Daniell, A Voyage Round Great Britain. (1978 reprint of the original 1824
edition), vol. VII, p.83.
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Chapter 2

SOCIAL STRUCTURE, 1815 - 1841

The year 1815 is among the most popular starting dates for books, theses and syllabuses on

English history. There are valid reasons for this, not least the psychological effect of a final

victory on a nation that had been at war (with only a fifteen month interlude) for twenty two

years. Thus a generation of politicians, military men, merchants, farmers and craftsmen who had

known nothing but the special conditions created by the war had to adjust to a peace time

economy.

The citizens of Poole were a little premature in celebrating 'The Return of Peace to Europe' as

a printed handbill put it. They naturally regarded Bonaparte's abdication in early April, 1814

as the finale to the wars. Their civic celebrations were on a grand scale and in two stages. The

town was, according to Sydenham, 'brilliantly illuminated on the evening of April 18; and on

the following day a ball was held at the town hall attended by the principal inhabitants; whilst

on the succeeding evening a display of fireworks closed these preliminary festivities.' The

climax to the celebrations occurred in the Market Place and adjoining streets on July 26 when

'a public dinner took place, embracing nearly the whole population of the town, without

distinction of rank or circumstance.' 1 Sydenham phrases it rather curiously, stating that apart

from the Mayor who sat alone, 'every other individual, gentle or simple, promiscuously

mixed. '2

The evening finished with another firework display and, as the 'Account of Expences (sic)'

published later reveals, this public feast cost the Corporation £463.2.6d. The 35 cwt of beef

1 J. Sydenham, The History of the Town and County of Poole. (Poole, 1986) Reprint of
1839 original), p. 146.

2 Ibid, p. 147.
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consumed was the most expensive item at £131.13.4d, followed by £96.0.0.d for the '1,280

gallons of strong beer. '3 At two pints per person, the organisers, 'a committee of upwards of

thirty gentlemen'4 could hardly have been accused of encouraging drunkeness. The merchant

George Garland donated an 'honest plum pudding, of about a hundred weight'5, a size which

presumably gave everyone a piece. Yet these celebrations were premature, not just because

Bonaparte was to re-emerge from exile within twelve months, but because the end of the war

would also herald the end of a long and important period in Poole's history, rather than the start

of a new and even more prosperous era.

The year 1815 brought change to many people. As one economic historian noted, using a phrase

and making a statement which perhaps inadvertently betrayed that she was herself writing in the

years immediately after 1918, 'No great war leaves the economic condition of a country as it

found it. '6 This comparison is echoed by a more recent historian, Derek Beales, who says 'The

impact of the war on the economy was comparable with that of the First World War. '7 Clive

Emsley reinforces these statements when he states that 'The financial cost of the war was also

high. Over £1500 million was raised during the war years in loans and taxes to pay for the war.'

He also cites a paper presented to the Royal Statistical Society during the Second World War

which maintains that 'it was estimated that the loss of life among servicemen was proportionately

higher between 1794 and 1815 than between 1914 and 1918.' 8

3 Uncalendared Document, Poole Borough Archives.

4 Op.cit. p. 147.

5 Sydenham, op. cit., p. 147.

6 L.C.A. Knowles, The Industrial and Commercial Revolution in Great Britain during the
Nineteenth Century.(London. 1926), p.9.

7 D.Beales, From Castlereagh to Gladstone. 1815-1885. (1969), p.36

8 C.Emsley, British Society and the French Wars 1793 - 1815. (1979), p. 169.
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Wars have to be paid for, in money as well as in lives, and just as there was a generation to

whom peace was a novelty, so the next one was to live through a period of depression. The

nation's total debt in 1816 was a massive £878,023,833 according to Knowles, whilst Webb

rounds it up to 'some £900 million', a sum which 'nearly quadrupled its pre-war figure.'9 To

reduce this debt, there was heavy taxation, particularly on what today would be called 'consumer

goods' because the temporary tax on income had been removed.

There was of course some optimism in the immediate aftermath of Waterloo. The Times noted

in September that 'The French funds continue to rise, in contemplation of an immediate Peace,

and a change in the administration - Exchange too is rising in favour of England, and the trade

begins to revive.' 10 This revival was short lived for the annual value of British exports, which

had been in excess of £50 million in 1815, fell to £41.6 million in 1816, climbed back to £46.4

million in 1817 but had dropped to only £35 million in 1819 and stayed around this mark until

the mid eighteen-thirties.11

A sure sign of this depression was the fall in prices after the peace had returned. During the

course of the war prices had nearly doubled, but according to Beales, had returned to their old

levels by 1821.n T.S. Ashton is equally precise, pointing out that from 1814 'there was a fall,

swift at first, then more gradual, until 1830 a level was reached, slightly below that of 1790,

and less than half that of 1814.'13

9 R.K. Webb, Modern England. From the Eighteenth Century to the Present. (First edition,
1974) p. 156. The figure cited by Knowles is from Public Income and Expenditure. 1869,
XXXV, p.306.

10 The Times. 6 September 1815.

11 Figures taken from Value of Exports of Produce and Manufactures of United Kingdom.
Customs Tariffs of the United Kingdom 1800 - 1897. C8706, 1897, p.51. Cited in Knowles,
p. 135.

12 Beales, op. cit., p.37.

13 T.S. Ashton, Industrial Revolution 1760 - 1830. (Oxford, 1968), p. 114.
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The year 1815 was therefore not just one which saw a great military victory and a final return

to peace. It also heralded the start of a new social, economic and even political era for the

United Kingdom and its people. In a not particularly original phrase, it was really the opening

year of the nineteenth century.

That century traditionally presents us with an image of great cities, the London of Charles

Dickens or the Birmingham of Joseph Chamberlain, which as Asa Briggs points out 'came into

existence on the new economic foundations laid in the eighteenth century.'14 But, as Armstrong

reminds us, 'a town like York was still a more representative example or urban England than

a town like Liverpool.'15 The bustling cities were, apart from the capital, in the Midlands and

the North. The South, contemporary novelists suggest, continued its quiet agricultural way with

only the unrest of the farm labourers to disturb its gentle lifestyle. There is little in the novels

of Jane Austen that convey the changes taking place at this time 16 and that pre-eminent

chronicler of southern England, William Cobbett, depicts a predominantly rural society. The best

known literary contrast between the two halves of England is that drawn by Elizabeth Gaskell

in her 1855 novel North and South, and in a comment that could have been written to support

Margaret Hale's doubts about her proposed move to the north, G.M. Young has it that 'industry

was a wonder, and almost a terror, to strangers from the leisurely south. '17

Poole was one of the exceptions to this southern rule, being an urban (although hardly industrial)

enclave in one of England's more rural counties. The 1811 Census shows Dorset to have a

population of 124,693, with 12,982 families engaged in agriculture, 9,607 in trade, manufacture

14 A. Briggs, Victorian Cities. (Harmondsworth, 1977), p. 18.

15 W. A. Armstrong, in D.Cannadine, Lords and Landlords, the Aristocracy and the Towns.
1774 - 1967. (Leicester 1980), p.36.

16 Mansfield Park does imply changes taking place in social ethics, but it does not implicitly
describe the coming of an industrial society.

17 Cited in J. Kester, Protest and Reform, the British Social Narrative by Women. 1827 -
1867. (Wisconsin, 1985), p. 164.
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and handicrafts, and a further 4,232 families described as being engaged in 'other' activities. A

comparison between Dorset and the national figures is shown below as table 2.1.

Agriculture Trade etc. Others

Dorset 48.4% 35.8% 15.8%

England 34.6% 45.9% 19.4%

Table 2.1: Occupational Comparison between Dorset and the English Average. 1811.

The same census underlines Poole's urban, commercial nature for it lists the town as having

1,029 houses and 1,032 families 'chiefly employed in trade, manufactures and handicrafts', plus

a further 72 families involved in other occupations. These would have been those in service,

fishing or of independent means. No families as listed as being employed in agriculture. Ten

years later, the figure for trade, manufactures and handicrafts had risen to 1,311, whilst only

65 families appear in the 'other' column. There were, curiously, now two families in the

'agriculture' column. These two censusses reveal the rapid increase in population that Poole

experienced in this ten year period, from 4,816 to 6,390.18

The population totals give an indication of one change brought about by the war's end. In 1811

there were 2,143 men and 2,673 women, an imbalance of 1 : 1.247, but by 1821 the ratio had

reduced to 1 : 1.20, there now being 3,014 men to 3,376 women. It is reasonable to suggest

that this change was brought about by men returning from the war for, after 1815, the services

of large numbers of soldiers and sailors were no longer required.

Course states that there were 125,000 merchant seamen discharged in 181519, and Emsley

confirms this with '200,000 common soldiers and sailors demobilised between 1814 and

18 In 1801 it was 4,761, and it had only reached 6,459 by 1831. The real increase therefore
occurred between 1811 and 1821.

19 A.G. Course, The Merchant Navy. A Social History. (1963), pp. 198-199.
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1817.'20 Certainly the Royal Navy saw a dramatic decline in the numbers of both ships and

men when the 'wartime Navy of 140,000 men was reduced overnight to 35,000, and within a

year to 20,000.'21 A similar reduction is recorded in other studies 22 of the post 1815 Navy

and, given the existence of reliable records in what was for the times a bureaucratic

organisation, must be taken as reasonably accurate. The figure for the Merchant Navy (to use

its modern title), however, becomes more realistic when it is realised that in this period there

existed no permanent body of seamen for the Royal Navy. There was 'no specialised corps of

fighting seamen, employed in war or peace.' Before the Crimean War 'an increase came, when

required, from 'the seamen' , not 'the fighting seamen' ; in effect from the Merchant Navy and

the fishermen. These people, hurriedly - indeed often brutally - collected to man the new ships

when the war broke out, were not the permanent concern of the State at all; and when the affair

was over they were released - the bulk of them anyway - to go back (with heartfelt joy as a rule)

to their original callings.'23 The slight increase in the number of men in Poole u recorded in

the 1821 Census could well have been caused by the run down of Britain's fleet, and the decline

in trade in the post-war years.

One indication that the end of the war had resulted in an increase in the number of men back

in England is that there were more weddings in 1815 than in the years before and after

Waterloo. This occurred in Poole where there was a mean of 46 weddings a year between 1811

and 1814, and a mean of 49.6 between 1816 and 1820, but 77 in 1815.25 The parish registers

of St. James' Church, Poole, reveal that the month with the highest number of weddings was

20Emsley, op.cit., p. 173.

21 P. Kemp, The British Sailor. A Social History of the Lower Deck. (1970), p. 188.

22 E.g., J. Winton, Hurrah for the Life of a Sailor. Life on the Lower Deck in the Victorian
Navy. (1977) pp. 15-16.

23 M.Lewis, The Navy in Transition. 1814 - 1864. A Social History. (1965), p.58.

24 The actual figure is 168.

25 1821 Census.
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October 26 thus neatly supporting the suggestion that the bridegrooms were men returning from

the wars.

This increase was repeated for the county as a whole (although curiously in Weymouth it

occurred in 1814) with 1815 having the second lowest number of marriages of any year between

1811 and 1820. The figures for Dorset and for three other boroughs in the southern (and

therefore maritime) part of the county are shown below as table 2.2

]

1811

1812

1813

1814

1815

1816

1817

1818

1819

1820

Table 2

Dorset

812

813

846

955

1126

975

933

947

1043

1084

Poole

43

44

50

47

77

52

54

49

38

55

.2 : Marriages in

Wevmouth

56

54

60

73

51

59

65

41

57

60

Dorset and Four

Wareham Bndport

2

3

4

5

11

7

4

6

4

10

of its

27

23

30

38

44

35

36

38

34

40

Boroughs. 1811 - 1820.

Even inland areas of the county, such as the division of Sturminster, saw an increase in

weddings in 1815, as did the division of Shaston East which contained areas that are now

(officially or unofficially) suburbs of modern Poole.27 In this latter division the figure rose from

26 5,6,6,7,8,7,5,5,3,10,4,8. This only adds up to 74 whereas the census citing the Parish of
St James' as its source has 77.

27 Great Canford, i.e. Longfleet and Parkstone, plus Corfe Mullen, Lytchett and Wimborne.
The last three are all part of the East Dorset District Council area, but are still inescapably part
of the Bournemouth-Poole conurbation.
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112 in 1814 to 166 in 1815, falling back to 110 in 1816. Dorset was not unique in experiencing

a marked increase in weddings in 1815. A comparison with other counties, selected at random

by using the simple principle of alphabetical order, shows that in Durham and Essex (the next

two after Dorset) the same sort of increase occurred. Even when an inland county is selected,

such as Staffordshire which would not have produced as many seamen as Dorset, the pattern

remains the same. Thus there would appear to be statistical evidence to show that the large

numbers of men released from military service returned home and in a small way, boosted the

population figures for their towns. Not all were comfortably accommodated, though. Emsley

notes that 'The begging ex-serviceman was a common figure in ballad literature. '28

As would be expected, after so many weddings, there was an increase in the number of children

baptised in the years immediately after 181529 and of the various age sets recorded in the 1821

census, the under-fives are the largest category at 918. But despite the higher birthrate the rapid

rise in the population between 1811 and 1821 (from 4,816 to 6,390) was not maintained over

the next decade, for by 1831 the number of people living in Poole had only increased by 69

persons to 6,459. Thus, just as the economy stagnated throughout the 1820s and into the 1830s,

so Poole failed to maintain its growth in population. In a century whose outstanding feature was

perhaps the creation of huge cities and towns; Poole showed signs of remaining in an earlier era.

However, the population began to rise again in the 1830s and in 1841 it was 8751, an increase

of over 2000. Where had this increase come from? Obviously the relatively large proportion of

the population of 1821 who were under thirty 30 is one answer, but the other possibility,

28 Emsley, op. cit., p. 175. The itinerant soldier has always been a character in English folk
song, and one whose presence in the communities he visited was usually unwelcome. Sailors,
on the other hand, were invariably depicted as heroes.

29 1815
1817
1819

132 1816
202 1818
147 1820

162
201
213

Source : 1821 census figures for St James'.

30 64%, i.e. 4091 out of a population of 6,390.
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immigration, is difficult to quantify with accuracy. The 1841 Census was the first to ask a

question about each individual's birthplace, and then only if they had been born in their county

of residence. Thus all that can be measured is what proportion of Poole's citizens of that year

were born in the county of Dorset and how many were born in Scotland, Ireland or 'foreign

parts.' From 1851 it is possible to measure inter-county migration, and from 1861 to state

precisely in which town people were born. This is a topic which more properly belongs in

chapter 7 and will therefore be dealt with in more depth when the years after 1840 are

examined.

All the figures quoted so far are for the parish of St James or the 'Old Town', the 170 acre

peninsula containing the original medieval settlement, but the surrounding villages or hamlets

which were eventually absorbed by the town must also be considered. It should, however, be

noted that modern Poole was not created from an amalgamation of smaller towns and villages.

Rather, these hamlets were (and are still being) settled by inhabitants of Poole who sought to

move out of the confinement of the old town and people from other parts of the county and

further afield.

These outer areas were the parishes of Hamworthy, Longfleet, Parkstone, and Canford Magna,

the last named containing the Manor which had originally given the town its independence and

which still maintained a political influence. To the west, Hamworthy is separated from the town

by a narrow channel running between the quays and leading into Holes Bay, whilst Longfleet

and Parkstone are to the north and east respectively, and Canford Magna lies further to the

north, beyond Longfleet.31 Hamworthy, Parkstone and Longfleet were brought into the borough

for parliamentary electoral purposes in 1832, and were consolidated within it three years later

when the Municipal Reform Act was passed.

31 See map 2. Over the years the names have become more precise. Today's Parkstone is
a much smaller area than that shown in nineteenth century maps, and suburbs such as Lilliput
and Canford Cliffs which lie within the 'old' Parkstone have developed a distinct territory and
character of their own.
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Hamworthy, a settlement dating from Roman times, was throughout the nineteenth century the

smallest of the outer parishes, its population of 330 in 1801 remaining fairly constant until the

1860s. Not until 1881 did it exceed 500 and was still only 673 in 1891. In 1821 there were 50

houses containing 58 families, with only twelve of them being engaged in agriculture. Forty

families were in trade or manufacturing, and six were classed as being in 'other' occupations.

The 'trade and manufacturing' was mainly shipbuilding.

The land at Hamworthy still formed part of the Manor of Canford, and there was always a

degree of suspicion by the Poole Corporation towards the Manor's involvement in the town's

affairs. One of its two M.P.s was the Lord of the Manor, the Hon. W.F.S. Ponsonby, elected

in 1826. Even after the manor changed hands in 1846, it still maintained its influence and

involvement in the town's affairs. As Thompson states, this influence was 'something much

more shadowy and delicate than secure proprietory ownership. '32

Thus when in 1833, the Corporation's tentative plans for building a bridge to link Poole with

Hamworthy were shelved through lack of money, it was the Lord of the Manor ( and his

supporters in the town) who promoted an Act of Parliament which enabled the bridge to be

constructed.33 The two areas were physically joined together in 1834 but, as the census figures

show, Hamworthy remained under-populated throughout the century.

Longfleet was the most obvious area for growth outside the confines of the old town, simply

because it was the nearest. In 1801 it already had a population of 504 and in 1821 it had risen

to 810, housed in 125 dwellings. Agriculture was the main occupation, engaging 77 families,

but there were a further 33 in trade, manufacture and handicrafts, and sixteen supporting

themselves in 'other' ways. Longfleet, soon to be an area for the better-off was, in this period,

still primarily rural. Despite a hiatus in its'growth during the 1820s (the population in 1831

being only 840), the suburban trend was renewed in the thirties and by 1841 had reached 1,281.

32 F. M. L. Thompson, English Landed Society in the Nineteenth Century. (1971), p.42.

33 D. Beamish et al, The Pride of Poole. (Poole, 1974), pp.77-83.
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It is maintained at a later point in this thesis that there were, by this time, two distinct

Longfleets.34

Parkstone was different. This area, with the English Channel as its southern boundary also had

the majority of its 1821 population engaged in agriculture and trade, but there were 28 families

who did not come under these categories, thus suggesting a more financially independent

class.35 It was also a more aesthetically appealing area with woods, hills and chines36 leading

to the sandy beaches of the sea shore. It had its share of heathland but, like the embryonic

Bournemouth a few miles to the east, had a landscape that was beginning to be recognised as

attractive and, most importantly, healthy.

To the growing leisured sections of society, the advantages of removing themselves from the

cities in summer were primarily, but not solely, to do with health. At the beginning of the

nineteenth century, the Sussex resort of Eastbourne, was described as 'one of the favourite

summer retreats for sickness, indolence and dissipation.'37 Bournemouth, with its motto

'Pulchritudo et Salubritas', was to base its growth on its healthy air and pleasant surroundings,

at a time when 'The pursuit of health and enjoyment were becoming ends in themselves. '38 This

greatly benefitted towns such as '...Torquay and Bournemouth, whose success reflected the

growing number of mid-Victorians, mainly elderly and female, with private incomes and delicate

34 See below, p. 124.

35 In 1821 there were 49 families in agriculture, 12 in trade. In 1811 there were 36 in
agriculture, 15 in trade, and only 9 'others.'

36 A 'chine' is a valley leading to the sea, and the word is apparently peculiar to the
Bournemouth-Poole area and the Isle of Wight. 'Branksome Chine' beach is an example.

37 Cited in D. Cannadine, Lords and Landlords, the Aristocracy and the Towns 1774 -1967.
(Leicester, 1980), p.236.

38 J. K. Walton, The English Seaside Resort, a Social History. 1750 - 1914. (Leicester,
1983), p.6.
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health.'39 Although Bournemouth did not begin its development until 1838, Walton notes that

'The 1831 Census suggests that wealthy residents were already congregating conspicuously in

some of the south coast resorts ' 40 and Parkstone's growth supports this, although Poole

and its suburbs are not mentioned in his work. It is Bournemouth that has attracted the interest

of social historians.

The spectacular growth of Bournemouth occurred in the second half of the century and is

therefore more the concern of later chapters, but it does serve to illustrate the growing

importance of an awareness of surroundings in choosing a place to live. Bournemouth, 'the

marine village in a pine forest', describing itself as 'the two season resort' - 'a winter health

resort and a summer seaside town'41 was to capitalise on its climate and surroundings from the

outset. Parkstone had all the features that made Bournemouth attractive, but as part of Poole it

was in Dorset. Bournemouth was in Hampshire, a fact which seems to have prevented the two

towns from encroaching on each other's territory.

Parkstone, unlike Poole, Hamworthy and Longfleet, was not affected by the hiatus in population

growth in the 1820s.Instead, the number of inhabitants rose from 385 in 1821 to 609 in 1831

and had reached 862 a decade later. In 1801 it had been the most sparsely populated of the outer

areas with 206 inhabitants, but by 1841 it was vying with Canford Magna for second place

behind Longfleet.42 Today it is divided into its 'upper' and 'lower' parts, but as mentioned in

footnote 31 is a smaller area than that shown on nineteenth century maps.

39 Ibid, p.63.

40 Ibid.

41 Cannadine (ed.), op. cit., p. 179.

42 It overtook it in 1861, and twenty years later had replaced Longfleet as the largest
suburban area.
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Canford Magna must also be considered because although it was not formally incorporated into

the borough until 1933, it had long been within Poole's 'sphere of influence' and was in area

the largest of the outer parishes.Its population in 1801 was 687 and it remained relatively static

throughout the century. It still had fewer than a thousand people in 1841.43 The 1821 census

records Canford Magna as having 136 houses and 882 people who were overwhelmingly

engaged in agriculture. Out of a total of 178 families, 147 were classed as earning their living

in this way with only 23 in trade and eight 'others'.

Much of the land surrounding the 'old town' was owned at the beginning of the nineteenth

century by the Webb family although the last male holder of the Lordship of the Manor of

Canford to bear the name Webb had died in 1797. The estate was held in trust and passed in

1825 to the aforementioned William Ponsonby, third son of the Earl of Bessborough, who had

married the late Sir John Webb's grand-daughter. Today some of the estate survives and is

owned by Lord Wimborne, a descendent of Sir John Josiah Guest, the Welsh ironmaster and

Liberal member of parliament for Merthyr Tydfil who had purchased it in 1846 for £354,000

as a 'sound social investment.'44 It was also a political one for although Sir John remained

member for Merthyr, later Guests became members for Poole and for East Dorset, albeit as

Conservatives.

So far the population of Poole and the settlements around it have been discussed and described

simply as numbers, with only an occasional acknowledgment of the human dimension when

occupations or the number of dwellings are mentioned. The bare figures that make up a

population give only a slight indication of the social structure of a town for they tell us only how

many people congregate in a given area but virtually nothing of how they live their lives, nor

the similarities or differences between them. Thus it is the more significant of Poole's various

social groups which will now be examined.

43 Actually 968. Even in 1901 it was only 1,524.

44 Cited in F.M.L. Thompson, (1971), op. cit., p.40.
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That Britain is a class-based society must be beyond dispute. Sociologists rely upon it as the bed-

rock of their research and it is frequently blamed for many of contemporary Britain's social and

economic ills. But, as Laslett points out, class is contentious and technical. It is, he maintains,

part of a vocabulary 'designed for nineteenth and twentieth century society.'45 Although

Laslett's main concern was seventeenth century society, his point is valid for towns such as

Poole as it existed in the early nineteenth century. Its social structure still resembled that of the

previous century and possibly earlier ones. 'Pre-industrial England' said D. Smith, 'had been

dominated by landowning and mercantile interests whose interpenetration was well over two

centuries old by 1830.)46

If 'class' in its modern sense did begin to emerge around the beginning of the nineteenth century

as historians such as E.P. Thompson47 have argued, (and certainly by the middle of the century

it was an accepted and emotive term)48 the question must be, what was there before it? Laslett's

answer, that it was rank and its associated titles that delineated a person's place in society, is

a valid one. There was, he maintains, 'a carefully graduated system of social status'49 in which

titles such as 'esquire' and 'gentleman' had real meaning. Thus the professions detailed in the

1826 manuscript poll-book for Poole50 listing the way each Burgess (itself an important

descriptive word) voted has John Batt as an 'esquire' but James Bayley, who follows him on the

list as a 'gentleman.' The compiler of the poll-book obviously recognised a clear difference

between the two men. Gregory King's table, depicting his view of the way English society was

structured in the late seventeenth century, reveals that there were 30,000 esquires in 1688,

45 P.Laslett, The World We Have Lost - Further Explored. (Cambridge, 1983), p.23.

46 D. Smith, Conflict and Compromise. Class Formation in English Society. 1830 -
1214,(1982), p.7.

47 E.P. Thompson, The Making of the English Working Class. (Harmondsworth, 1968)

48 Witness Marx and Engels' use of the term.

49 P.Laslett, op.cit., p.27.

50 Document S.1659, Poole Borough Archives.
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ranked next below knights, and 96,000 gentlemen, ranked next below esquires. Yet times were

changing for, as the nineteenth century progressed, 'gentleman' began to be used by poll-book

compilers in Poole, usually to indicate a retired shopkeeper or craftsman.51

To Laslett, then, there was a 'graduated ladder from top to bottom of the social scale' which he

regards as 'the status system.' Just as the nobility were genuinely ranked by title, the 'nobilitas

minor' contained four categories, namely Baronets, Knights, Esquires and Gentlemen.52 This

last category, which according to King numbered 16,000 individuals if they were 'Eminent

Merchants and Traders by Sea' and 48,000 if they were of the 'lesser' variety.53 Poole, for

centuries a mercantile community, therefore had 'gentlemen' in the form of its merchants as the

highest strata in its status system.

Despite the evident pitfalls in using the terminology of modern sociology in order to investigate

and evaluate the social structure of urban areas in the early nineteenth century, there is a

common feature to the approach taken by Laslett and those using the term 'class' and 'strata'

and this is their reliance on how people earned their living as an indicator of where they were

placed in the structure. In both pre-industrial societies and industrial societies it was how people

occupied their time, whether to earn money or to justify their income that all analysts have had

to use as a basis for their research. In short, it is occupation in all senses of the word, that is

the key to status.

Thus, as Armstrong says, 'an immediate need for a working scheme of social classification to

import order into the primary sources 'M is necessary for urban historians. That

51 Thomas Ballard, a 'brewer' in 1835 and 1850 is list as a 'gentleman' in 1859, and Thomas
Barnes, 'out of business' in 1835, a 'retired tailor' in 1850 and a 'gentleman' in 1859, are two
examples from the 1859 poll-book.

52 P.Laslett, op,, tit., p.42.

53 Cited in Laslett, op. cit., p.32.

54 Cited in E.A. Wrigley (ed.), The Nineteenth Century (Cambridge, 1972), p.201.
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classification must almost certainly be based on the 'occupational order', 'The backbone of the

class structure.'55 The relationship between social class and the occupational hierarchy was to

Marx, and to those who based their work on his theories, obvious. A society based on class

means 'a structured, politically endorsed system of economic inequalities. '56

In analysing the social structure of a town such as Poole, then, the term 'class' is unsatisfactory,

but the seemingly permanent basis of the class system, occupation, is extremely useful. From

occupation there invariably comes status and this, as Laslett maintains, is the key to the pre-

industrial structure. British society, Freidrich Engels maintained, was divided into 'innumerable

gradations, each recognised without question, each with its own pride but also with its inborn

respect for its 'betters' and 'superiors". 57 Trollope's wealthy breeches-maker in Ralph the

Heir, Mr Neefit, 'came slowly to the conclusion that it was his duty to make his daughter a

lady. He must find some gentleman who would marry her, and then give that gentleman all his

money, - knowing as he did so that the gentleman would never speak to him again. And to this

conclusion he came with no bitterness of feeling...'58 Trollope's fiction and Englels' analysis

complement each other. The 'gradations'existed everywhere, including of course, Poole, where

they were perhaps not 'innumerable' but were certainly present.

Yet during this period, as Trollope implied, far reaching change began to occur. As D. Smith

notes, 'new social formations took shape' and there were '... strong tendencies towards

residential segregation by class'59 whilst The Economist, by 1857, was reporting that 'Society

is tending more and more to spread into classes - and not merely classes but localised

55 F. Parkin, Class Inequality and Political Order. (St. Albans, 1972), p. 18.

56 J. Foster in H. J. Dyos (ed.), The Study of Urban History. (Leicester, 1968), p.282.

57 Cited in Foster, op. cit., p.283.

58 A. Trollope, Ralph the Heir. (1871, reprinted Oxford, 1990), p.59.

59 D. Smith, op.cit., p. 13.
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classes. f6° Thus it was in the first half of the century that 'the increasingly homogeneous suburb

was beginning to displace the heterogeneous semi-urban, semi-rural neighbourhood.'61

Poole was, before all else, a commercial town. It was largely self governing and had a

population of sufficient size to produce a number of recognizable social or status groups. In this

it was similar to other ports in northern Europe, and is clearly recognisable in the Lubeck of

Thomas Mann's Buddenbrooks. That novel's eponymous family were fictional creations but their

urban, mercantile world has the feel of reality about it. Labelling these groups as belonging to

the 'upper' , 'middle' , or 'lower' classes fails to produce a wholly satisfactory representation

of reality. Does a commercial town which, by definition, is based upon trade, have an upper

class in the sense of the contemporary meaning of the term? Was there a distinct middle class

or instead a variety of different groups who could loosely be described as the 'middle classes?'

Even the lower orders cannot be located precisely for at that level of society there were still

differences between labourers, seamen, and vagrants. In other words it is the 'key status groups'

existing within Poole society that need to be identified and investigated. In taking such an

approach, there may be some groups whose' existence has been overlooked, but the use of the

word 'key' at least allows a degree of selection.

Without doubt, those who enjoyed the highest status in post-war Poole were the merchants, those

who 'drew their honest gain from the distant Poles', to slightly amend the words of Adam

Smith.62 Whilst not 'patricians in the classical sense, they did loosely correspond to Pirenne's

choice of nomenclature 63 with their wealth and influence over all aspects of the town's life.

Other people in this high status category include the professional men such as lawyers and

60 Cited in D. Smith, op. cit., p. 15.

61 Ibid.

62 A. Smith, The Wealth of Nations (1796). The original sentence is in the singular.)

63 Cited in A.D. Hibbert, The Origins of the Medieval Town Patriciate, in P. Abrams and
E.A. Wrigley (eds.), Towns in Societies (Cambridge, 1978), p.92.
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bankers, and retired naval officers. There was naturally a considerable amount of social inter-

action between them as membership of the town's various committees reveals.

The word 'merchant' is in itself open to misinterpretation for, as Armstrong warns, 'All those

described as dealers or merchants in this, that or the other, are best placed in Class HI and not

Class II' M but as noted earlier it is 'Merchants, Eminent or Lesser, and Traders by Sea' a

who were Poole's most important citizens. As we have seen, such 'real' merchants had long

been identified as 'gentlemen', not only by Gregory King in the seventeenth century, but even

earlier for William Harrison wrote in 1577, observed 'They often change estate with gentlemen

as gentlemen do with them, by mutual conversion of one into the other. '66

Poole's merchants were not gentry in the sense that characters in a Jane Austen novel were.

They were not the possessors of great estates, although there were signs, at the start of the

nineteenth century, of some families moving in that direction. The Spurriers, for example, a

family who had grown rich from the Newfoundland trade, had built a mansion at Upton, a few

miles north-west of Poole, in 1812, while the Garlands, another family of similar wealth and

enterprise, had property at Wimborne and at Langton Matravers, near Swanage. It is ironic that

this move away from the town that had for so long served as a base for their enterprise should

occur at at time when the source of the success of those enterprises was about to decline.

The merchants of Poole were the creation of the trading patterns of earlier centuries, of a time

when men of enterprise from the countries located on the western edge of Europe were literally

in the best position to capitalise on the discoveries made during the great voyages of exploration.

They were not the self-made men of the industrial revolution, to be epitomised in Poole by the

eventual Lord of the Manor of Canford, Sir John Josiah Guest. Poole's merchants were still

64 W.A. Armstrong, in E. A. Wrigley, op.cit., p.209. The classes referred to are those
identified in the Registrar General's 1951 classification.

65 See above, p.23.

66 Cited in P. Laslett, op. tit., p.47.
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closely involved in the running of their businesses and were largely unaffected by the developing

ethos that 'too close contact with money contaminated one.'67 As one of the key groups in

Poole's social hierarchy, the merchants who comply with Adam Smith's definition need to be

examined in detail, as do the town's other occupational groups.

67 R.D. Altick, Victorian People and Ideas. (1973), p.32.
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Chapter 3

OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS, 1815 - 1841

Merchants

Today the word 'merchant' seems simply to be a suffix added by some shopkeepers to the

commodity they sell or, with greater accuracy, a prefix for certain banks rather than a person

trading internationally. This change of meaning seems to have occurred in the mid-nineteenth

century for trade directories such as Pigot's in 1823 list a variety of 'real' merchants in Poole,

many of them prominent in the Newfoundland and North American trade. Well established

houses such as Fryer, Gosse and Pack, the various Slades, Lester-Garlands, and Spurriers are

listed as merchants. By 1859, however, admittedly in a different directory, Kelly's, the word

is used to describe people such as John Blanchard, a 'cement, lime, and slate merchant' ,

Richard Cull Hopkins, a 'grocer, tallow chandler, and ale and porter merchant' and William

Bound, Senior, a 'corn, seed, and coal merchant'. Such men hardly drew their honest gain from

the distant poles. The 1859 poll-book is more succinct - Hopkins is simply a grocer. Therefore,

as the nineteenth century progressed, Poole men described as merchants might more properly

be described as 'business men' rather than 'merchants' as defined by Adam Smith.

Yet, as mentioned above, there were still a number of true merchant firms in Poole in the years

after the wars,1 but their most prosperous period had occurred in the previous century. The

great eighteenth-century partnerships, firms, or houses have long interested historians and their

backgrounds are well-researched2 and need not be examined in any great detail in this thesis.

Rather, those extant in the early nineteenth century can be briefly discussed in order to ascertain

their principals' position in Poole's social hierarchy.

1 Holden's Directory. Class 1. of 1816, lists fifty firms or individuals in Poole under the
heading 'merchants.'

2 Examples include D. Beamish et al Mansions and Merchants of Poole and Dorset (Poole,
1976), N.Penney, My Ancestors (250 copies printed privately, 1920), and E.F.J. Mathews PhD
thesis for the University of London, The Economic History of Poole. 1756 - 1815.



Probably the archetypal merchant family were the Spurriers. Established in Poole during the

seventeenth century3 their business flourished in the years that followed the French Wars,

especially as the Treaty of Utrecht had caused France to relinquish its claim to (and its colony

in) Newfoundland. The House of Spurrier had been able to take advantage of the withdrawal of

the French and base themselves in the southern part of the island in what was previously French

territory. Some indications of their improved fortunes is revealed in Lloyds Register of Shipping

which shows that in 1764 they had four ships of sufficient quality to require registration, but

none of them larger than 60 tons. In 1775 they had five ships registered, four of them in excess

of 120 tons and by 1784 their fleet included the Britannia of 300 tons. This vessel was

something of an exception, for the Spurrier fleet of 1811 (again, only six were registered by

Lloyds), were typically around 150-200 tons.4

Like many other succesful merchant families the Spurriers lived in fashionable Thames Street,

in the old town5 but a visible sign of their prosperity was the building in 1816 of a new

mansion, a few miles away from the town, at Upton. Upton House, which is today the home

of the Dorset Chamber of Commerce, was built in the classical style and was meant to be a

tangible symbol of the Spurrier wealth. But their connection with the house was to be literally

short-lived. In 1828, with their firm in financial difficulties, Christopher Spurrier sold Upton

House to the Tichborne family from Hampshire. Two years later, in July 1830, the firm of

Spurrier, Jolliffe and Spurrier failed, with debts of more than £26,000.6

If the Spurriers represent a somewhat flamboyant aspect of the success of Poole's merchants

(and it will be argued at a later point that they do), the Lester family give a different impression,

despite the inevitable similarity of their operations. They too were very successful but were more

3 D. Beamish et al, (1976).

4 Lloyds Register of Shipping.

5 Beamish et al,(1976) op. cit., p. 18.

6Ibid. ,p.22.
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prudent and far-sighted in the management of their enterprise, and prospered well into the

nineteenth century.

To refer to the 'Lesters' in the years covered by this thesis is technically incorrect. The male

line of Lester was clearly going to die out towards the end of the eighteenth century, but the

marriage between Amy, the daughter of the then head of the family Benjamin Lester, and

George Garland in 1779 enabled the firm to continue and flourish. With proper dynastic

concern, Benjamin, in his will, insisted that the eldest of his Garland grandsons should take the

name Lester in return for George Garland inheriting the business. Thus in the nineteenth century

the family called themselves 'Lester-Garland.'

The Lesters too had emerged as a successful business family in the late seventeenth century,

becoming one of the leading houses involved in the Newfoundland trade in the following

century. When the Napoleonic Wars started their fleet numbered about 30 ships and they had

seven bases in Newfoundland, with Trinty, on the eastern side ofthe island, as their main centre

of operations.7

The Newfoundland trade, like any other seafaring venture, was hazardous but the risks were not

confined to the elements or the vagaries of the market. Merchants such as George Garland,

whose operations were carried on three thousand miles and several weeks sailing away, were

dependent on the hard work and honesty of their employees. Where possible Garland tried to

place members of his family in positions of responsibility and trust. Thus in correspondence in

1816 with his nephew John Watts Garland, who was based in Lisbon (presumably because of

the triangular nature of the Newfoundland trade), he confides 'at no period in my recollection

has there been so great and general a loss sustained in every kind of merchandize on hand as has

been since the peace, It will I trust work its own cure...' Garland went on to warn his nephew

7 Ibid., p. 100.
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that 'I have no idea that fish this spring or even next fall will come down to prices likely to

leave anything like a fair profit.'8

Garland also found the loyalty of his employees suspect when, after a visit home by one of his

agents in Newfoundland, David Durell, he increased his salary from £300 to £400 a year on

condition that he refrained from trading on his own account. This restriction also applied to

Garland's other 'out-agents.' They may have obeyed him but Durell did not for Garland soon

began to suspect he was being cheated. Writing to another of his nephews, this time to one

living in Trinity, he warned that 'your brother in Lisbon informs me that he has heard Mr

Durell's illness is partly feigned, that he has come home with intention to begin business

himself.....He expects to ship off three cargoes this year.'9 George Garland was reluctant to

believe that this could be true, but in March he wrote to his nephew James Painter Garland, with

the news that 'I have just discovered that Mr Durell has entered Newfoundland as for his

father's vessel Liberty.'10 George had already requested that James should conduct his

business for him, realising that if Durell was indeed untrustworthy, 'I had better be without

him.'11

The Lester-Garlands were a prudent and successful firm and remained involved in overseas trade

throughout the period covered in the first part of this thesis. This was not the case with all the

major firms, as the experience of the Spurriers showed. Another family firm, once in the front

rank of Newfoundland traders, left it abruptly within ten years of the war's end. This was the

house of G. and J. Kemp, a family involved in the trade for at least a hundred years before a

sudden improvement in their fortunes towards the end of the eighteenth century.

8 Outletter book of George Garland, 1816 - 1826. Entry dated 20 April 1816. Document
D365/F23, Dorset County Record Office.

9 Ibid., 1 March 1817.

10 Ibid., 13 March 1817.

11 Ibid.
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This had been acheived by two brothers, George and James Kemp, who in about the year 1790

had taken back the small family firm which for the twenty years since their father's death in

1772 had been run by the executors of his estate. Almost immediately after taking back the

business, they were able to acheive a spectacular 'take-over' of another, larger and very

successful firm, Pike and Green. For the twenty or so years that the wars lasted, the Kemps ran

an extremely prosperous business, with George's personal fortune being estimated at

£250,000.n

Yet within ten years of the war's end the House of Kemp had withdrawn from the Newfoundland

trade. The brothers sold their firm to one of their competitors within the town, Fryer, Gosse and

Pack. Just why they should have done so remains uncertain. There were differences within the

famly but the most likely explanantion is that George and James recognised that the profitable

days had gone for good and sold out whilst there were still buyers available.

One other great merchant house needs to be considered, that of Slade, particularly as this family

firm remained active in the trade well into the nineteenth century. Like so many other firms,

their connections with Newfoundland began in the early eighteenth century or possibly at the end

of the seventeenth,13 and they maintained an extensive newtwork of branches on the island's

eastern coast for at least a hundred years, staying on until the 1860s. They also established

themselves on the continental mainland of North America, in J^abrador, a territory which is

today part of the Canadian province of Newfoundland.

The Slades were a large family, much given to using the same Christian names from generation

to generation, and they always owned several firms under different titles. Holden's Directory.

Class 1 of 1816 lists under 'Merchants', John Slade (coal), John Slade and Co. (Newfoundland

12 Cited in Beamish et al (1976), op. cit., p.74.

13 An article in the St John's Evening Telegraph. 27 May 1958, suggests that the Slades had
premises at Battle Harbour in 1698. Cited in N.C. Crewe, The Slade Monograph. (1961),
Newfoundland Archives.
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and ship owner), and Robert Slade (Newfoundland and shipowner). Seven years later, Pigot and

r v s Directory of 1823-24 has Robert and John Slade and Co. (general), Robert Slade and Sons

(general) and Slade and Cox (general). The phrase 'Newfoundland Merchant' does not appear

in this directory.

T Inyds Register of 1830 also confirms the Slade habit of using several different company names

for it lists 33 of their ships, with ownership credited to Slade and Co., John Slade, and Robert

Slade. Ten years later the Register has two new variations, Robert and John Slade, and David

and John Slade. The names of the Slade firms in Newfoundland included Harrison and Slade,

and Slade and Cox. The Harrison in the former title was one of their agents (or managers), and

the Cox in the latter was related to the family by marriage.

The complexity of the various Slade alliances is well illustrated by the ownership of the 78 ton

brigantine Faith. The Transactions Register of British Ships shows her to have been (in 1839)

the property of 'Thomas Slade and Samuel Slade of the Borough of Poole, Merchants and co-

partners in trade under the Firm of Wm. Cox, late of Poole, Merchant, deceased.'14 Thomas

and Samuel Slade each held sixteen shares (out of the traditional 64) with Thomas Cox and

Hannah Cox also owning sixteen shares apiece. Following the deaths of Samuel Slade in 1849,

Thomas Cox in 1862, and Hannah Cox, also in 1862, Thomas Slade owned all 64 shares. In

August 1862 he sold them to 'Thomas Cox of Poole, Merchant'.15 The Newfoundland Roval

Gazette of 27 May 1862 Carried a notice that 'the partnership between Thomas Slade and

Thomas Cox, in business in Poole and Newfoundland as general Newfoundland merchants and

shipbuilders under the style of William Cox. and Co. is this day dissolved ; The business will

now be carried on by the said Thomas Cox alone.'16

14 Registry of British Ships. Transactions Register, from 1825, held by Poole Customs.

15 Ibid.

16 Cited in Crewe, op. cit., p.6.
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This devolution of the family's enterprises extended into Newfoundland itself where three

distinct branches were established. These were the 'Northern Slades' of Fogo, Twillingate and

Labrador, the 'Carbonear Slades' near to St John's on the Avalon peninsula, and the 'Trinity

Slades' at Trinity where the Lester-Garlands were also based. All three branches were situated

on the eastern side of the island, facing Europe.

Despite their widespread presence in Newfoundland, the Slades and the other Poole and West

Country merchants were not permanent immigrants. No Slade was born in Newfoundland,

although at least two members of the family died there.17 The island was to them a place

where they earned their living and sent their employees to work. The centre of their operations

remained in Poole, the Newfoundland settlements where the Slades and others had their stores

and counting houses were simply distant branches of the firm. Although families such as the

Slades were major contributors to the Newfoundland economy, it was their employees who

perhaps stayed on when their contract was finished and joined the island's colonists.

A typical Slade vessel, the Two Brothers, was a brig of 224 tons whose crew list for her passage

from Poole to Trinity in May 1819 survives.18 Her Master was John Lander and the only other

officer on board was the Mate who was paid 60/- a month. The remainder of the crew consisted

of a boatswain, a carpenter, a cook and (on the outward voyage) eight seamen. The seamen and

the cook were paid 45/- a month, while the boatswain and the carpenter received 50/- and 55/-

a month respectively. Slade crews and presumably those of all the other merchants were

expected to be more than just sailors for as well as working the ship on its crossing of the

Atlantic, they were subject to the conditions of the crew agreement which stated that 'all the

crew of the said ship on their arrival in any port in Newfoundland shall be employed in any way

on shore or at sea for the general interest of the Trade and Fishery as they may be ordered by

the said Master (or the Agent or Factor belonging to such Trade or Fishery) or subject

17 Ibid. There are no known descendants of the Slades living in Newfoundland today.

18 Document D433A/B3, Dorset County Record Office.
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themselves to the penalties or forfeitures aforesaid.'19 The Two Brothers left Poole in early

May and was still in Trinity in mid-September, indicating that versatility was clearly necessary

for sailors employed by the merchants and shipowners.

Although the Slades had been involved in the trade from at least the early eighteenth century

they appear to have expanded their operations greatly at the start of the nineteenth century. The

number of ships registered with Lloyds was fairly constant between 1764, when they had only

three, and 1802 when only five were listed. In 1811 there were seven, but by 1830 there were

33 registered ships in their fleet. The majority of these were in excess of 100 tons and included

one called William Kelson. This ship was presumably named after the man who became the

family's agent in Trinity sometime between 1805 and 181020 and is an example of the Slades'

habit of involving their staff or in-laws in their businesses. One title of the Trinity based firms

was 'Slade and Kelson', appearing in the records for the first time in 1823, but as Crewe says

of Kelson, 'he was never a partner. '21

The Slades' involvement with Newfoundland continued for several decades after the Napoleonic

wars, the traditional date for the beginning of the decline in the trade, but they finally withdrew

in the 1860s. The Northern branch sold out in 1871, the Carbonear one became insolvent in

1839, as did the branch managed from Trinity in 1861. The family's fortunes in Newfoundland

were probably not helped by the loss of some of their ships during these years. The Psyche,

owned by Thomas and Samuel Slade, the surviving partners of William Cox, was lost in the Bay

of Biscay in 1848, the Charles, (again owned by Thomas and Samuel) was lost in Newfoundland

in 1869 and the Thomas, owned by Robert and James Slade, suffered the same fate in 1862.

Two ships owned by Robert and James were 'lost in the ice at Newfoundland', the Dorothy and

19 Ibid.

20 Cited in Crewe, op. cit., p.7.

21 Ibid.
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the Robert and James.22 With the closure or sale of their branches, the Slades withdrew from

Newfoundland. Ships were sold or broken up or transferred to the Newfoundland Registry.

Thomas and David Slade of Labrador sold the Lord Nelson to 'foreigners at Lisbon' in 1860 and

thp'Jnhn and Thomas to someone in Guernsey ten years later.23

At their peak the Slades were the most important of all the merchant firms operating in

Newfoundland, 'probably conducting the largest volume and quantity in annual turnover of any

Newfoundland outport establishment.>24 They left comprehensive records which are held in the

Newfoundland archives in St John's and which support the view that they were 'the millionaire

firm.' The Slades, Spurriers, Lester-Garlands, and Kemps were merchants on a grand scale,

operating in a similar manner to each other. However, there were differences in their overall

attitudes and ambitions towards the town in which they lived and society in general.

The members of the Spurrier family living at the beginning of the nineteenth century were

socially ambitious, seeking to move beyond the materially rewarding but ultimately limiting

circle of Poole's leading citizens. Like many other merchant or manufacturing families before

them (and after) they sought an entree into the gentry proper, with all that that implied in terms

of status and power. As the geneologist Burke commented half a century later, but still

appositely,'..the aim of the prosperous trader is to fix himself on some estate in his own

immediate neighbourhood.'25 Christopher Spurrier did just that when, in 1816, he had Upton

House built but his plans were grander than simply living in style outside the town. He also

nurtured parliamentary ambitions.

22 Registry of British Ships. Transactions Register. 1825.

23 Ibid.

24 Crewe, op. cit. p.7.

25 J.B. Burke, The Vicissitude of Families. (15 Ser., 1861), p.4.
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Poole had been represented at Westminster since 1431, although it was intermittent until 1455,

and many of the Members of Parliament in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries were similar

to those from other parts of the kingdom. They were gentlemen in the legal sense of the word

in that they did not work.'26 Some of them did, however, once have an occupation in that they

had worked to earn their fortune and the most prominent of these was elected to Parliament as

member for Poole for the first time in 1790. This was Benjamin Lester, 'merchant of this town'

as Hutchins described him in his History of Dorset.27 Thus a member of one of the most

prominent of merchant families had achieved a position which if used wisely could do him

nothing but good. Then, as now, a near-permanent seat in the Commons and loyal support for

the government could well lead to that ultimate goal of the socially ambitious, a peerage. It was

literally a time-honoured process and one which many succcessful mercants and businessmen

sought to follow.

The Lesters never did acheive such an elevation but they produced three generations of Poole

M.P.s. Benjamin Lester sat from 1790 until 1796, his son-in-law George Garland from 1801

until 1807, and his grandson Benjamin Lester-Lester from 1809 until 1835, surviving the Reform

Act and a slightly more representative electorate. The Lester-Garlands failed to reach the House

of Lords but they did move successfully into county society, Benjamin being appointed Deputy

Lieutenant of Dorset in 1796 and his great-grandson, John Bingley Garland became High Sheriff

of the county in 1827.

The Spurriers' political ambitions were tied into those of the Lester-Garlands for in seeking to

become one of the members for Poole, the young head of the family Christopher Spurrier (1783

-1876) had married George Garland's daughter Amy in 1814, an alliance whose terms included

a promise to help him win a seat in Parliament. That this was a marriage to further political

26 'A man who has no occupation' according to F.M.L. Thompson in English Landed
Society in the Nineteenth Century. (1971), p. 17.

27 John Hutchins, The History and Antiquities of the County of Dorset. 3rd edition, (1861 -
1874), vol.1, p.30.
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ambtition is revealed by George Garland's correspondence with his son George Bingley

Garland28 (then living in London) in September 1817, a time when Spurrier was publicly

criticising George Garland for failing to support him. Acknowledging that in 1812 one of the

two succcessful candidates in the election, Michael Angelo Taylor,was 'elected to hold the seat

till some further opportunity for Mr Spurrier', he added that 'It is not perhaps quite so well

known that the election cost me £3000, every shilling of which Spurrier left me to pay in

addition to many hundreds I had expended for his interests before and avowdly for his future

if not immediate support, and at a time when I had no more idea of his marriage to my daughter

than I had of any other man becoming my son-in-law.'29 In 1812 George Garland's son

Benjamin Lester-Lester was Poole's other M.P. and Garland added that 'Spurrier has long

looked for a seat for Poole and considered Lester as standing in his way. '30

Christopher Spurrier had attempted to become an M.P. in 1807 but was thwarted by his elderly

father's efforts on his behalf. William Spurrier had naively thought he could improve his son's

chances by concealing the writ for the election whilst Christopher consolidated his candidacy.

Spurrier Senior was found out after two weeks and ultimately had to apologise to the House of

Commons.31 Thus in making the arrangements for his marriage to Amy Garland, Christopher

had openly included a Parliamentary seat, preferably Poole, as part of the dowry. When George

Garland pointed out that the town might not take too kindly to having two M.P.s from the same

family,32 Spurrier had second thoughts about the marriage. In the presence of his mother and

28 John Bingley Garland was at this time in partnership with another locally born merchant,
George Richard Robinson, who eventually became Chairman of Lloyds of London (1834 -1850)
and M.P. for Worcester (1826 - 1837) and Poole in 1847 until his death in 1850.

29 Outletter book of George Garland, 1816 - 1826, Document D365/F23, Dorset County
Record Office.

30 Ibid.

31 Cited in Beamish et al (1976), p. 18.

32 Garland's sensitivity on this subject reflects the suspicion with which Newfoundland
merchants were regarded by other prominent citizens. In 1760, for example, they were described
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George Garland, Spurrier, on hearing Garland's refusual to ask his son to give up his seat at the

next election said 'I will break the marriage. '33

At a subsequent meeting between George Garland and his daughter Amy, and Spurrier, the latter

softened his attitude slightly, for Garland reported him as asaying 'that if I could not bring him

in for Poole, I ought to buy him a seat in Parliament for some other place.' Garland refused but

offered him an extra £2,000 in compensation.'34 On Amy he settled £4,000.

Christopher Spurrier did eventually acheive his ambition to become an M.P., but not as

representative for Poole. In 1820 he was returned for another Dorset seat, Bridport, but at a cost

of a £12,000 mortgage on Upton House and the sale of his estate at Compton Abbas for

£16,513.35 Bridport was not, for Spurrier, an ideal constituency to fight, being 'one of the

very few boroughs in Great Britain which can lay a positive claim to independence.'36

The collapse of the firm of Spurrier in 1830 ended Christopher's career in public life, although

he had the satisfaction of seeing his daughter Amey Ann37 gain a title by marrying a member

of the German aristocracy, Ernst Ludwig Franz Heinrich, Baron de Linden of Kirkheim in

Wurtemburg in September 1834. Christopher Spurrier lived for another 42 years after his

daughter's wedding, dying in 1876 at the age of 93.

as being 'infamously intent on Trade, proud of their quick raised fortune, unsociable amongst
themselves, and envious of any success that strangers who settle among them may meet with.'
Cited in Lectures on the History of Newfoundland 1500 - 1830. by Keith Matthews. Memorial
University of Newfoundland, Maritime History Group, 1973.

33 Garland Outletter Book, 1816 - 1826.

34 Ibid.

35 Cited in Beamish et al (1976), op. cit., p. 19.

36 T. Oldfield, History of the Original Constitution of Parliaments. (1797), p. 124.

37 Spelling as recorded in the parish register of St. James', Poole.
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The other two merchant families discussed in some detail, the Kemps and the Slades, were less

ambitious, playing an active role in the administration of Poole, but never venturing into national

politics. The two Kemp brothers were involved in the Corporation's intercenine battles during

the 1830s38 but curiously, given the tendency of members of the same family to share political

allegiances,39 George Kemp was a Whig or 'Reformer' in Poole politics but James was a Tory.

The Slades were also Tories and on several occasions members of the family occupied the

position of Mayor. Despite their great wealth they seemed content to remain in and around the

town40 with no apparent ambitions to climb the social ladder. The parish registers reveal that

two members of the family married girls who could not sign their names.41 Whilst as evidence

of the low social status of the two young women, this is only circumstantial, a high proportion

of the entries in the registers could sign their names. Other members of the family, of course,

did marry well. A Mary Slade married the solicitor and eventual Town Clerk Thomas Arnold

in 1826, with all five witnesses being Slades. One of them, Mary Bishop Slade, made her mark

rather than a signature.42

Thus we have four families, each with a different emphasis to their values but who can fairly

be seen as representative of the merchant class who were an important part of the town's upper

strata and certainly a key status group. The Newfoundland merchant has been defined as 'a man

38 Recounted in full in Beamish et al (1974), op. cit.

39 See the writer's, The Electoral History of Poole. 1832 - 1885. unpublished M.Litt thesis
for the University of Bristol, 1981.

40 They were the last of the great merchant families to live in the 'Old Town.' See Chapter
8 below.

41 Parish Register of St James', Poole, ref PE/PL, RE13. Dorset County Record Office.
Edward Brice Slade married Elizabeth Burt, 14 November 1814, and Edward Slade married
Martha Gould, 23 July 1815. In this latter instance one of the witnesses, Francis Slade, was also
unable to sign his name.

42 Ibid., 11 October 1826.
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who owned his own seagoing vessels and possessed the capacity to import goods into his own

stores in Newfoundland and to export fish directly to the market abroad.' The same source adds

that 'They were genuine free traders, competetive, independent - not to say paranoidly suspicious

of the activities of their fellow merchants. '43

Many of the merchants living in Poole accurately fit that description, yet they did much for the

administration of the town. They produced M.P.s, mayors, councillors and aldermen, served

upon a variety of committees established to improve life within the town, and were the leaders

of the factions within the Corporation. Yet in a sense their pre-eminence within the community

was ending because the trading philosophy which had enabled them to flourish was itself under

attack from the advocates of a laissez-faire economy.

The theory or doctrine of 'mercantilism' had prevailed in England since its evolution between

the mid sixteenth and late seventeenth centuries. Its central beliefs, formulated by English

theorists such as Gerald Maylnes and Edward Misselden, that a country needed to measure its

wealth in the quantity of precious metals it could amass and the necessity of maintaining a

favourable balance of trade, were challenged, a cenury later by the originator of the term, Adam

Smith, in The Wealth of Nations in 1776. Poole's merchants were a product of the mercantile

system and also its beneficiaries, for they carried manufactured goods to a colony which

produced none of its own, and they had a monopoly over the carriage of its natural resources.

The validity of one of Smith's criticisms is clearly shown by a letter from George Garland to

his nephew James P. Garland in 1818, when he complained about his establishments in

Newfoundland. Smith classified labour as either productive or unproductive, the former being

that of the 'manufacturer' and the latter that of the 'menial servant.' His argument was that 'the

labour of a manufacturer adds, generally, to the value of the materials he works upon, that of

43 K. Matthews, ibid., pp. 260-61.
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his own maintenance, and of his master's profit.'44 Thus for the employer who made a profit,

the more people he employed the greater the quality of goods and the greater the profit. For the

merchant, each employee, however necessary, subtracted from the possible maximum profit. As

Smith put it, 'A man grows rich by employing a multitude of manufacturers : He grows poor

by maintaining a multitude of menial servants.>45

George Garland was not poor and did not employ mere 'menial servants' and it must be admitted

that Adam Smith regarded the activities if merchants as 'productive.' But Garland did employ

large numbers of people who, in the immediate post-war years he regarded as being unecessarily

expensive: 'I have eight or nine establishments' he wrote, 'with 200-250 men employed to

collect annually 40,000 quintals fish, 300 tons oil, whereas there are many traders which collect

considerably more fish with one or two establishments.46 He went on to specifically mention

the Slades and Gosse and Co., the latter firm collecting 'from 50 - 60,000 quintals fish and

4,000 tons oil with only two establishments, no cruising, no boats or servants.'47

Garland's complaint notwithstanding, Poole merchants, like their counterparts in the rest of the

country, had done well by the mercantile system. As Adam Smith concluded, 'It cannot be very

difficult to determine who have been the contrivers of this whole mercantile system; not the

consumers....; but the producers whose interest has so carefully been attended to; and among

this latter class our merchants and manufacturers have been by far the principal architects. '48

Smith's monumental and influential work was written before the decline of the merchant class

had become apparent. The last decades of the eighteenth century and the first of the nineteenth

44 Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations. Campbell and Skinner (eds.), (Oxford, 1976), Book
H, iii, p.330.

45 Ibid.

46 Outletter book of George Garland, D376/F23, Dorset County Record Office.

47 Ibid.

48 A. Smith, op. cit., (1887 edition), Vol.11, p. 178.
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were, after all, the most prosperous times for the merchants of Poole. But Wealth of Nations

was a book of enormous importance, focussing on issues which eventually led to the campaign

for free trade, a system which was the antithesis to that which had enabled Poole's merchants

to prosper for so long.

As the new century progressed the ideas of men such as David Ricardo were signalling the end

of the merchants' dominant role as contributors to the nation's wealth. Ricardo's 'law of

comparative costs' , the realisation that it would pay each nation to concentrate on the production

of goods which it could produce more cheaply than any other and import its other needs as

cheaply as possible, became a fundamental belief in the successful drive towards free trade.

Merchants, who were in effect 'middle men', were no longer vital in the free-trade era of the

nineteenth century as those who produced manufactured goods began to arrange their own

exports. The efficiency of this gradual change in the nature of trade is revealed by the fact that

in the thirty years from 1830 to 1860, exports from the United Kingdom grew at an annual rate

of 5.6%, faster than established competitor countries such as France and embryonic ones such

as the United States.49 The role of the traditional merchant had been taken over by that of the

manufacturer and the port and town of Poole would need to adopt new ways in order to remain

prosperous.

In addition to the four merchant families discussed in this chapter, and it is maintained that they

were representative of the town's upper strata, there were several other merchants, some of them

engaged in trans-atlantic trade, and others whose vessels travelled less far. There were also the

professional men, the bankers and lawyers and those employed in an official capacity such as

the customs officers. All of these citizens were part of the key status groups discussed above.

The most tangible evidence of the social make-up of the whole upper strata is the composition

of the town's governing body, the Corporation of the Town and County of the Town of Poole,

49 Cited in S. Grassman and E. Lundberg (eds.), The World Economic Order. Past and
Present, (1981), p. 19.
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to give it its correct title. Oldfield's description of the Corporation as it existed prior to the

Municipal Reform Act of 1835 is, as always, succinct : 'Corporation consists of a mayor,

recorder, sheriff, coroner, town clerk, an indefinite number of aldermen and an indefinite

number of burgesses.'50 It is the word 'indefinite' that is significant for it allowed the

Corporation to expand or contract depending upon the number of men deemed eligible for

membership. In 1797, when Oldfield made his comments about Poole, there were 94 members

of the Corporation but many of these were 'out-burgesses.' These were gentlemen who did not

live in the town but were entitled to many of the privileges granted to those burgesses who did

live there, including the right to vote in Parliamentary elections.

When domestic elections were held to choose who should fill positions such as mayor, sheriff

or coroner, voting was restricted to resident burgesses. There were ten positions for which

elections were necessary and for all but two51 candidates had to be members of the

Corporation, thus perpetuating the exclusive nature of the pre-reform government of English

boroughs. Analysis of the occupation or status of those participating in elections, whether as

candidates or as voters, indicates the membership of the town's upper strata. The Parliamentary

election of 1826, for which the manuscript poll-book survives, was one of the last to be held

before the Reform Act greatly increased the Poole electorate52 and it serves to illustrate the

political importance of the merchants and their families within the town.

The electorate numbered 126, although two of the names in the poll-book were the Duke of

Cumberland and the Duke of Gloucester who could therefore not vote for members of the House

of Commons. Of the 124 remaining, 58 lived in Poole and another seven in its immediate

hinterland. Thus 61 burgesses lived away from the town, some of them overseas inplaces as

diverse as Switzerland, the West Indies, Spain, Russia and (of course) Newfoundland. Others

50 Oldfield, op. cit., p.375.

51 The exceptions were the Recorder and the Town Clerk.

52 'Greatly increased' is a relative term'for the new electorate totalled only 412 out of a
population (in 1831) of 6,959.
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lived in England, often in London, but several lived quite close to Poole, in the neighbouring

towns of Wareham and Christchurch. It is clear from their names and occupations that many of

these burgesses were members of Poole families but for the purpose of this analysis, only those

residing in the town or those areas that were, even then, clearly its suburbs are investigated.53

If the description of the burgesses' occupations are taken at face value the largest single group

among them were 'gentlemen' with fifteen people labelled in this way, When eight 'esquires'

are added, as logically they should be, there were 23 people out of 65 who apparently did not

have to work for a living. However, these labels can be deceptive, depending as they do on an

arbitary decision by the compiler of the poll-book. Both 'gentleman' and 'esquire' appear to be

words used as descriptions for retired merchants and businessmen, or their relatives who played

little or no active part in the family enterprise. Thus there were seven54 Garlands listed in the

poll-book as living in Poole - two 'gentlemen', two 'esquires', two merchants and a Royal Navy

captain. The two Spurriers relevant to this analysis are both 'esquires' even though one of them,

Christopher, was as discussed above, a merchant in the grand manner.

To these 23 burgesses can be added another fourteen who were described as merchants or

shipowners, and two shipbuilders. The merchants included two trading in timber and one in coal.

Of similar status were eleven men employed in the professions55,a surgeon, two attorneys, a

banker, two Royal Navy officers, four customs house officers and the Rector of Poole. This last

gentleman was a member of the Jolliffe family, Newfoundland merchants for two hundred years.

53 It is difficult to know where to draw the line (literally) - Lytchett and Longham, for
example, are only a few miles from the town but are not technically part of it. As the point
being made here is a general one, the criteria described in the text appears valid, although, for
obvious reasons, Christopher Spurrier (of Upton House) is included.

54 There were actually ten Garlands, but one was a merchant of 'Leghorn, Spain' (sic) and
the other two were 'yeomen' living in Wareham.

55 An arbitary decision - the term is being used in its modern sense, rather than in the strict
usage of the nineteenth century. See H.J. Dyos (ed.) The Study of Urban History (1976), p.328.
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Of the remaining occupations listed, there were two brewers and a corn-factor. The brewers

Were Thomas and William Adey who Pigot's Directory of 1823-4 shows to be wine and spirit

merchants. The Adeys were a large family, their name occurring frequently in the marriage

registers for the parish of St James. The Universal British Directory of 1798, vol. IV, included

three members of the family, two as victuallers and one as mariner. By 1816 they appear as coal

merchants56 and by 1830 a John Adey was recorded as the owner and captain of the 150 ton

brig Ceres by Lloyds Register. When John Adey died in 1865, his obituary in the Poole and

Smith Western Herald noted that in early life he was connected with the shipping trade 'and

owned and commanded a fine vessel.. .but abandoning the seas he established himself as a wine

and spirit merchant in Market Street. '57 As the century progressed the Adeys continued to be

described as merchants with one of them, Captain Stephen Adey (whom Pigot's of 1834 lists

under 'nobility, clergy and gentry'), appearing in advertisements as master of the Delia and

making regular passages to Quebec. Another Adey, Charles Augustus, was a surgeon.58

The corn factor mentioned above was James Aldridge and he too can be classified as a member

of this 'ruling' group, for Holden's Directory of 1816 had both James Aldridge and Co.,

Newfoundland (Merchant) and shipowner, and John Aldridge, shipowner. James' business

premises were on the Quay, a clear indicator of the mercantile nature of his enterprise.

Five burgesses were described as 'master-mariners', a term reserved for captains of vessels

rather than ordinary seamen.59 It was quite common for ship-owning families in Poole to have

56 Holden's Directory. Class 1. 1816.

57 Poole and South Western Herald. 12 October 1865.

58 He appears as part-owner of a vessel called Freedom in the Registry of British Ships.
Transactions Register, in 1845.

59 The term remains in use today despite being officially replaced by the less romantic and
decidedly more bureaucratic 'Department of Transport Class 1 Certificate of Competency.' The
certification of officers in what is now the 'Merchant Navy' was introduced in 1854 but the term
'master-mariner' was in common use for ships' masters long before that date.
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some of their members actually commanding their vessels and all five mariners' names in the

1826 poll-book occur ten years early in Holden's Directory as merchants or shipowners.60

Thus, of the 65 resident burgesses, 58 of them can clearly be shown as belonging to the

merchant or near-merchant class. Even the remaining seven individuals whose occupations

suggest a more homely life-style include a grocer named James Hayward, who was father to one

of the master-mariners discussed above, and father, uncle or brother to another one. Similarly,

George Hancock, described as a store-keeper, was a partner in the firm of Holland and

Hancock, coal merchants, trading with Newcastle and South Wales. Their fleet included the

brigs Reaper. Oak. John, and Mary. The Reaper was of 158 tons burden, built in Sunderland

in 1826 and bought by George Hancock, shopowner (sic) and George Holland, merchant, in the

same year for £1,575.61 Typical Reaper voyages were to Llanelli where she would take on

board a cargo of 'hand picked anthracite' from Neville Sims, Druce and Co. In quantity this

would be just over 200 tons at almost £1 a ton. On 8 June 1836, for example, 205 tons were

bought at 19/3. l/4d a ton and on 2 November of that year the onset of winter is reflected in a

cargo of 220 tons 10 cwt at 19.11.1 /2d. Holland and Hancock's accounts for 1836 show the coal

being sold at prices between 21/9d and 25/10d a ton.62

The Oak was another Holland and Hancock vessel, also of around 160 tons and an overall length

of 75 feet, which they bought from the Newfoundland merchant firm of Fryer, Gosse and Pack

in 1833.63 The decline of the great merchant houses brought some benefits for the lesser ones -

Holland and Hancock paid only £675 for the 25 year old Oak. They received £500 as

compensation from their insurers when she was lost in 1838.M

60 Two Haywards, a Keates, a Wills and a Lander.

61 Document D433A/B5, Dorset County Record Office.

62 Document D433A/F21, Dorset County Record Office.

63 Ibid.

64 Ibid. In addition to losing the Oak, they lost the Reaper in 1841.
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The poll-book is again confusing in the case of the only block-maker listed, Henry Knight

Furnell. He appears in later poll-books as a timber merchant , an iron merchant, and a

commission merchant65. The town's burial register records him as an iron-founder. In 1826,

though, this member of the Furnell family was seemingly involved in the firm of Knight and

Co., block and pump makers of Quay Road. Henry Furnell's middle name, was as indicated

above, 'Knight'. Another member of the Furnell family, William, was Chief Clerk to George

Garland w , but is later described as a timber merchant67. It would therefore seem that the

poll-book's description of Henry as a blockmaker obscures his mercantile connections.

The four remaining Burgesses were a draper, a cooper, and two fishermen. Although there is

no manifest evidence of a relationship to the leading merchant families in these last three

instances (the two fishermen having the same surname), it seems probable that they were

sufficiently wealthy or well-connected to warrant their place among Poole's key status-groups.

Table 3.1 overleaf lists the membership by occupational group of the Corporation as it existed

in 1826.

65 Poll-books for 1835, 1850, and 1859 respectively.

66 Cited in Beamish et al.,(1976), p. 115.

67 1835 Poll-book.
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Gentlemen and Esquires 23

Merchants, Shipowners and Shipbuilders 16

Professional Men, including Customs House Officers 11

Brewers/Cornfactor 3

Shopkeepers 3

Master Mariners 5

Fishermen 2

Blockmaker and Cooper 2

Total 65

Table 3.1 : Local Membership of the Corporation in 1826 by Occupational Groups.

This upper strata was described earlier in this chapter as consisting of the key status groups

within the town, and the members of the Corporation match this description reasonably well.

Great merchants enjoyed their particular status, lesser merchants had their own. Shipowners

and shipbuilders, bankers and lawyers, customs house officers and other professional men

all had their own status groups, but none were exclusive. There would obviously have been

social interaction between bankers and merchants, shipowners and lawyers. Below these were

those citizens who can be categorised as belonging to groups enjoying lesser status. Many

in this second category were in frequent contact with those of the one above, although it

would be mainly on a business or political basis. This class of citizen can loosely be called

the 'small business man', i.e. the shopkeeper, tradesman, and craftsman, and they too must

be examined in more detail.

SHOPKEEPERS AND TRADESMEN "

When the various criteria for defining a town were discussed in chapter 1, mention was made

of Pirenne's belief that they exist to serve the needs of commerce - to facilitate the selling

and buying of goods and services in order to produce profit and satisfaction. Pirenne was

clearly thinking in terms of commerce on a grand scale, of the major European cities such

as Antwerp, London, Venice and Genoa, or the Asian cities of the thirteenth century

described by the definitive merchant-explorer Marco Polo ; ' Tabriz is the most splendid

city in the province....The city is so favourably situated that it is a market for merchandise
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from India and Baghdad, from Mosul and Hormuz, and from many other places ; and many

Latin merchants come here to buy the merchandise imported from foreign lands. '68 There

are thus two key words in this passage, 'markets' and 'merchants', words which are

applicable to any town, whatever its size and wherever it is situated.

An inevitable by-product of the large scale economic activity described above was commerce

on a lesser scale, for one of the things lost in the adoption of an urban life-style is self-

sufficiency although as Winstanley69 points out, there was a social dimension to this. The

tradition for the urban working class of 'making do', of keeping some livestock to

supplement meat supplies, taking what was freely available from the surrounding countryside

in the way of food and fuel, and of course making clothes from whatever was available,

persevered well into the ninteenth century. But generally, town-dwellers, earning a living

from the activities, both central and peripheral, which take place in the commercial centres,

are usually dependent on the specialist supplier of essential goods and services. Thus the

town as a centre for 'shopping' for all those who live in it rather than a commercial centre

for relatively few merchants can be said another of its distinguishing features.

To use the term 'shopping' in the period under discussion here is incorrect, given its modern

meaning and the preponderence of retail outlets in and around all of today's towns. For the

majority of citizens, and especially those who would now be called the working classes, in

an early nineteenth century town it was the market square and its resident stall holders who

provided most of the facilities for 'shopping' , not shops as they exist today. At the markets

were sold all the necessities of life, especially the perishable foods such as eggs, poultry,

dairy produce and meat, things that people no longer automatically provided from their own

backyard or plot of land, Winstanley's reservations not withstanding.

Like all towns, Poole had long had its market days, being granted that right in the reign of

Henry III. The main one was held each Thursday with a smaller affair on Mondays. They

68 The Travels of Marco Polo, translated by Ronald Latham, Folio Society edition,
(1968), p.43.

69 Michael J. Winstanley, The Shopkeeper's World. 1830-1914. (Manchester, 1983), p.4.
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were held in an area around the Guildhall, in the aptly named Market Street. The Guildhall,

built in 1761 at a cost of £1,500 and paid for by the town's two Members of Parliament, had

open arcades at ground level and these were occupied by butchers and meat sellers. The open

land adjoining the Guildhall was used by other stall-holders and, from 1827, a fruit,

vegetable and butter market was established in Hill Street 'on the north side of the Unitarian

meeting house.'70 Mui and Mui maintain that by the end of the eighteenth century 'the

wholesale functions once performed by the fair had long since fallen into desuetude. All that

remained of the great fairs was the trade in livestock and some foodstuffs. Gone too was the

packman merchant.' Mui and Mui go on to say that 'Shops, which had begun to encroach

upon the trade at the fairs even in the seventeenth century, were firmly established by the end

of the eighteenth century, The weekly market remained the most important source for

butchers' meat, poultry, vegetables and fruit throughout the eighteenth century; shops were,

however, beginning to retail some of these items.'71 Poole's market fitted this pattern.

Buying goods at a market was not, despite the similar end result, the same as shopping.

There was, and is, 'a very real distinction' between the two, as one of the few books on the

subject notes.72 'Shopping' implies a leisurely, probably pleasant way of passing time,

mainly reserved for those who could spare both the time and money 73, a point made by

Jane Austen when she has one of her characters, Mr Robert Ferrars, spending a quarter of

an hour perusing the entire stock of toothpick-cases at Gray's in Sackville Street, Bath, in

Sense and Sensibility. A similar point is made in another of Austen's novels, Emma, when

'Ford's' is referred to as 'the very shop that every body attends every day of their lives.'74

70 J. Sydenham, The History of the Town and County of Poole. (Poole, 1839), reprinted
in facsimile 1986, p.434.

71 H-C. and L.H. Mui, Shops and Shopkeeping in Eighteenth Century England. (1989).
p.27.

72 A. Davies, A History of Shopping (1966), p.253.

73 Not that money was needed at the time of purchase. Credit was freely available to
those deemed credit worthy. Davies, op. cit., p.253 and Winstanley, op. tit., pp. 55-57.

74 Jane Austen, Emma. (Harmondsworth, 1973 ed.), p.211. The same passage includes
'the sleek, well-tied parcels of 'Men's Beavers' and 'York Tan', thus underlining George
Eliot's jibe in Middlemarch. 'the parcel-tying class.'
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For 'everybody' read 'Society.' Markets catered for the majority, for those who lived hand

to mouth, buying only what they must in order to feed themselves and their families. The

contrast between the shops in the Austen novels and the markets vividly described by

Mayhew 75 could not be more dramatic, and although those in London were naturally

livelier and larger than those in Poole, similarities were sure to exist. As Winstanley notes,

'Perishables formed the bulk of the trade, with butchers occupying the majority of market

stalls in Liverpool and Manchester in the 1830s and 1840s. Greengrocers were also

increasingly common in these decades and there were also fishmongers, poulterers and butter

and cheese dealers and a sprinkling of dealers in household goods for which there was no

established demand. All these dealers only gradually expanded into fixed shop premises when

the volume of business warranted such a move, usually from the third quarter of the

century.' 7<s

Shops in Poole, like everywhere else, were mainly for the well-to-do, but were not at this

stage, the same as those of the the second half of the century. In the early nineteenth century

they were small, their goods were not displayed neatly on counters and shelves, and prices

were often a matter for negotiation between the shopowner and the customer.77

Nossiter's guiding principle, that 'the customer is as immediate reference point as the

material and a shop in the modern sense is involved' 78 is useful for categorising those

who can be called 'shopkeepers' rather than 'tradesmen' or 'craftsmen', although he

introduces a tautology in the idea of 'a shop in the modern sense.' Shops in the period under

discussion were different, not least because the shopkeeper was usually the producer of the

goods he (or she) was selling. Davies maintains that the terms 'shopkeeper' and "tradesman"

were often interchangeable, although Winstanley points out that the latter description was

75 H. Mayhew, London Labour and the London Poor. (Harmondsworth, 1985 ed.) pp.
12-17.

76 Winstanley, op. cit., pp. 5-6.

77 A. Davies, op. cit., discusses these matters at some length.

78 T. J. Nossiter, Influence. Opinion and Political Idioms in Reformed England.
(Hassocks, 1975), p.212.
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originally used for operators on a large scale, and that they objected to the former term. In

early nineteenth century directories, 'shopkeeper' was often applied to 'small, general

retailers who lacked capital or standing.'79 Alexander, however, notes that most

tradesmen's businesses were started with at least £100 in capital 80 but, 'As Bechofer and

Elliott point out, the businesses run by this class' (the Petty Bourgeoisie) 'were (and are)

characterised by the combination, often within family concerns, of small accounts of capital,

low levels of technology and a simple, unbureaucratised division of labour. '81

Davies' point remains valid, though, when she states that having a trade meant that they were

skilled in a particular craft, as bakers, butchers or saddlers. Even those trades which at first

sight would seem to lack the long apprenticeship and mastery of a difficult skill that is

implied by the term 'tradesman' (or 'craftsman') were in fact just as specialised. Davies

comments that in a trade such as drapery 'Goods were not of even quality, not even textiles.

Every consignment had to be expertly valued and priced, both for buying and selling again

in the shop Every trade needed its own knowledge and skill.'82

Adburgham notes that, as the new London streets devoted to shops were being developed

after 1815, 'In all these streets, in most of the shops, the proprietor-shopkeeper lived with

his family above or behind his business premises and was more than a man who handled

merchandise : he was a specialist in the goods he sold. Very often he was the craftsman who

made them : shoemaker, tailor, stay maker, hatter, fan maker, umbrella and parasol

maker.'83 This point is reinforced by Crossick when he comments upon 'the traditional

skills of the shopkeeper and the premium placed upon them. These skills had required a

79 Winstanley, op. cit., pp . 10-12.

80 D.Alexander, Retailing in England in the Industrial Revolution (1970), pp. 208-212.
*

81 F. Bechofer and B. Elliott, Persistance and Change : The Petite Bourgeoisie in
Industrial Snrirty, European Journal of Sociology, (1976), Vol. 17, pp. 74 - 79. Cited in D.
Smith, Op. Cit., p. 14.

82 A. Davies, op. cit., p.256.

83 A. Adburgham, Shops and Shopping. 1800 - 1914. (1989), p.5.
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knowledge of a wide range of goods, the ability to judge, to divide, to process and prepare

them.'84

Adam Smith, though, was more dismissive. To him retailers were 'productive labourers'

who performed essential services by 'breaking and dividing made and manufactured

produce into such small parcels as suited the occasional demands of those who want

them. '85 It is of course unlikely that shopkeepers themselves would have agreed with this

description - the eighteenth century retailer, Thomas Turner of East Hoathly, Sussex certainly

saw himself in a different light.86

Shopkeepers have been described as 'a largely ignored race' by Winstanley 87, as being

'curiously ignored by historians' by Nossiter 88 and their premises as 'unexplored territory'

by Faure.89 Although their role in the struggle for political reform is well documented 90,

it is true that there is little on their place in the social hierarchy. They were certainly of

lesser status than merchants but, it will be argued at a later point, were superior to

craftsmen. They were, however, often unpopular with many social and economic groups.

Indeed, a 'shopman' was not a description that a gentleman, or someone with aspirations

towards gentility, would welcome. As a contemporary writer said, it was an 'offensive

84 G. Crossick , The Petit Bourgoisie in Nineteenth Century Britain : the Urban and
Liberal Case, in Crossick and Haupt (eds.), Shopkeepers and Master Artisans in Nineteenth
Century Europe. (1984), pp.65-65.

85 Cited in Mui and Mui, op. cit., p. 6.

86 Thomas Turner, The Diary of a Georgian Shopkeeper, selected by R.W. Blencowe and
M.A. Lower, (Oxford, 1979).

87 Winstanley, op. cit., p.viii.

88 T. J. Nossiter, op. cit., p. 145.

89 A. Faure, The Grocery Trade in Nineteenth Century Paris : a Fragmented Occupation,
cited in Crossick and Haupt, op. cit., p. 155.

90 See Nossiter, op. cit., for example.
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appellation' if applied to 'a well-dressed man in the street. '91 The fictional Margaret Hale,

in North and South, disliked the Gormans 'who made their fortunes in trade at Southampton'

- she didn't like 'shoppy people.'92 Some shopkeepers, as their businesses prospered,

attempted to move out of retailing and into wholesaling, 'to lose the shopkeeper in the

merchant.'93 Comparison with the comments of Burke cited on p.36 above, of the tendency

for merchants and manufacturers to distance themselves from the industry in which they had

made their fortunes is irresistable.

It was not only the well-off who disliked the tradesman cum shopkeeper. There is evidence

that those who had no choice but to purchase his wares had little time for him and the quality

of those wares. As an anonymous song writer of the period bluntly put i t :

'Here tradesmen, 'tis plain, at no roguery stop,

They adulterate everything they've in their shop.>94

This song goes on to castigate a whole range of shopkeepers including tobacconists, wine

merchants and milkmen, all of them accused of adding unnatural substances to their produce

in order to increase their profits. It was, apparently, one of the skills of that most superior

of servants, the butler, to 'detect the adulterations commited by unscrupulous tradesmen' ,

particularly in wines, both still and fortified.95

91 A. Davies, op. cit., p.252.

92 E. Gaskell, North and South, cited in J. Kestner, Protest and Reform. The British
Social Narrative bv Women. 1827 -1867. (1985), p. 165.

93 Op. Cit., p.258.

94 The opening lines of London Adulterations or. Rogues in Grain. Tea. Coffee. Milk.
Beer. Bread. Snuff. Mutton. Pork. Gin. Butter etc. cited in R. Palmer, A Touch on the
limes. Songs of Social Change 1770 - 1914. (Harmondsworth, 1974), p. 175.

95 P. Horn, The Rise and Fall of the Victorian Servant. (Dublin, 1975), p.79.
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Food adulteration was 'essentially a phenomenon of urban life' and had existed since the days

of classical Greece " It did not, however, become endemic in England until the nineteenth

century and first received widespread public attention when Frederick Accum's Treatise on

Adulterations of Food and Culinary Poisons was published in 1820.97 The practices

described in that work would hardly have endeared the shopkeeper to the general public.

Nineteenth century literary sources also indicate the relatively low social status of

shopkeepers when compared with merchants and the gentry. George Eliot's Middlemarch.

for example, although set in the years immediately before the 1832 Reform Act, has the

grocer Mr Mawmsey as having 'retail deference' and another minor character, a draper

named Hopkins labelled as 'meek-mannered.'98 The tradesmen to whom Lydgate, a well-

connected doctor and one of the novel's main characters, owes money are (in his wife's

opinion) 'odious people.' " Eliot was writing in the 1870s but would appear to be revealing

her own instincts as matching those living in the era she recreates - her reference to the

'parcel-tying class' has already been noted.100

Yet a new term had come into being which reveals the rising social status of the shopkeeper -

'shopocracy.' Its earliest use appears to date from 1835 when it was included in Noctes

Ambrosiane. no. 39. in February of that year.101 The role of the shopkeeper in the fight for

reform is discussed in Nossiter (1975) and the point is made that "It was the shopocracy

rather than the working-class - depressed or prosperous - which had the opportunity to

sustain a radical movement in successive elections. Their social situation gave them more

independence ; the successful could leave the shop in the hands of the apprentice ; they

rarely suffered from unemployment; and their capital was quite considerable - according to

96 J. Burnett, Plenty and Want. (1966), p.72.

97 Cited in Burnett, op. cit., p.74.

98 G. Eliot, Middlemarch. (Harmondsworth, 1965), pp. 484 and 769.

"Eliot, op. cit., p.642.

100 See footnote 74.

101 Cited in Nossiter, op. cit., p. 144.
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Vincent, at death three times that of the craftsman and three-quarters of a professional's

estate.'102 On the other hand, at that most infamous of suppressions of working class

demands for reform, 'Peterloo', 'It was the Yeomanry - the Manchester manufacturers,

merchants, publicans,and shopkeepers on horseback - which did more damage than the

regulars (Hussars).'103 As a status group, shopkeepers were clearly in an evolutionary

state.

What was the status of Poole's shopkeepers in the 1820s and 1830s? Were they an

homogenous group or was there an embryonic 'shopocracy' emerging from among them? The

very term 'shopkeeper' 'covers a wide area from the barons of the shopocracy, the Gordon

Selfridges and John Lewises, down to the itinerant dealer in paraffin and iron ware who

operates from a shed in his back yard.'104 Vigne and Howkins, the authors of the essay

from which the above sentence comes, were referring to shopkeepers in the years after 1870

but the point they make is a valid one, for, as they go on to say, shopkeepers have 'to be

seen in the very specific context of the area in which they work and particularly the spread

of their trade.'105 Thus in a compact town such as Poole, whose predominant industry had

produced a distinct upper strata, shopkeepers could, with the right product or service, seek

social advancement . As Vigne and Hopkins state : 'in a small pond a relatively small

shopkeeper could hold an important place in the community. '106

Status can be an transitory, witness the example of the Kidderminster churchwarden who,

on retirement from the post, found that 'the old men and women, who used to touch hats and

curtsey to me in the streets, suddenly lost their eye sight, so far as I was concerned; the

102 Op. Cit., p. 147, referring to J. Vincent, Poll-books - How Victorians Voted.
(Cambridge, 1967).

103 E. P. Thompson, The Making of the English Working Class. (Harmondsworth, 1968),
p.752.

104 T. Vigne and A. Howkins in G. Crossick (ed.) The Lower Middle Class in Britain.
1870 - 1914. (1977), p. 184.

105 Ibid.

106 Ibid.
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blessings of which they transferred to my successor.'107 It is therefore difficult to measure

with precision but there are occasions when an indication of an individual's status within a

community is captured in a permanent form. An example of this is the document published

in Poole in 1830 listing the membership of the town's Corporation and those about to be

admitted to this important body.108 On this occasion the Corporation decided, apparently

for financial reasons, to allow the existing burgesses to each nominate two new ones, on

payment of £25 per new member for the privilege. The abolition of the Corporation five

years later when the Municipal Corporations Act of 1835 became law meant that the new

members (some of whom were minors) had few opportunities to exercise the privileges they

or their sponsors had bought. Lacking prescience, 48 Burgesses took advantage of the

decision to enlarge the Corporation and in many instances the new members were relatives

or business acquaintances of their sponsors.

Although this document does not state the occupations of the original members and their

nominees, these can be established with reasonable certainty by using the poll-books of 1826

and 1835 and Pigot's Directory of 1834. Thus of the 48 original members who chose to

exercise the right of nomination, all but two were merchants, ship-owners, naval officers,

customers officers, bankers, surgeons and gentlemen. The usual reservations on the use of

this last designation apply, particularly as in this instance it was used to describe both a

Member of Parliament, Benjamin Lester-Lester, and the landlord of the London Tavern.

Richard Roope Linthorne. Even so, only two individuals have a question mark over just how

'gentlemanly, they were, leaving the remaining 46 Burgesses firmly as part of the merchants

and associates as a key status group. However, thirteen of the 96 new Burgesses were either

shopkeepers, tradesmen or craftsmen. These, and their sponsors, are shown below as table

3.2

107 Cited in D. Smith, op. cit., p. 18.

108 Document S.407, Poole Borough Archives.
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Hams
Thomas Barter

William Bayly

John Tulloch

Isaac Notley

Robert Durell

Jeremiah Hayward

John Williamson

James Turtle

John Turpin

Tito Hodges

Richard Hopkins

Thomas Ellis

Robert Turtle

Table 3.2 : Names

Occupation

Watch maker

Draper

Builder

Grocer/Tea Dealer

Linen Draper

Grocer/Tea Dealer

Draper

Shoemaker

Ironmonger

Currier

Grocer

Draper

Shoemaker

Sponsor

Joseph Barter

James Bayly

James Bayly

John Bird

David Durell

James Hayward

Thomas Keates

John Lander

George Ledgard

Benjamin L/Lester

Thomas Thomson

Young West

William Whitewood

and Occupations of New Burgesses in 1830

Occupation

Shipbroker

Gent. /Draper

Gent./Draper

Customs Off.

Gent./Merch.

Grocer

M/Mariner

M/M + Harb.Mast

Banker

Gent./M.P.

Gentleman

Surgeon

Gentleman

and their Sponsors.

The above table raises some intriguing questions about social relationships, for there is no

doubt that (for example) Benjamin Lester-Lester and George Ledgard were among Poole's

elite, yet they sponsored a currier and an ironmonger respectively. Neither occupation would

appear to be 'genteel' enough for a Member of Parliament or a banker to be associated

socially with. Similarly, what made a Durell and a Lander, members of two of Poole's

oldest and most distinguished families, sponsor a linen draper and a shoemaker?

In the case of the merchant David Durell the answer appears to be rather obvious for the

linen draper's name was also Durell, thus indicating that the gap between the merchants in

the entrepreneurial sense of the word and retailers was not always as wide as it might at first

seem. It is also revealing that the currier sponsored by Benjamin Lester-Lester had the

middle name of 'Durell' and was therefore almost certainly a relative or descendant on the

female side.

The shoemaker sponsored by the sea captain and eventual Harbour Master, John Lander, was

named Robert Turtle. Although his trade had rather a drab image, he could, in 1830, afford
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to pay £700 for the High Street property of the newly bankrupt Christopher Spurrier.109 By

1861, when he was 79 years old, he was living in Parkstone and described in the census of

that year as a 'landed proprietor.'

Evidence of the influence of kinship is also shown by the two nominees of Thomas Thomson,

gentleman. u o One was Samuel Vallis Thompson, one of the few new burgesses whose

occupation has not been established but whose surname indicates an obvious relationship,

whilst the other was a 26 year old grocer named Richard Cull Hopkins. Although Samuel

Vallis Thompson's connection to the merchant class is most clearly shown by his surname,

it is the 'Vallis' part which is significant. This was the surname of an old merchant family

whose last male representative had died in 1808.111 In 1829 the grocer Richard Cull

Hopkins married a young lady named Vallis Thompson, presumably the daughter or niece

of Thomas Thompson. Both nominees, therefore, appear to be related to Thomas Thompson,

and, given the importance of the Thompson family at an earlier stage in Poole's mercantile

and municipal history m it would seem that later generations had few, if any, objections

to the less prestigious but presumably profitable form of trading called retailing.

The shopkeepers and craftsmen admitted to the Corporation in 1830 whose ages can be

established with certainty were relatively young. They were not elderly men who were being

rewarded for decades of respectability within the town. As mentioned above, Richard Cull

Hopkins was only 26, whilst the linen-draper John Williamsom was in his early thirties.

109 D. Beamish et al., (1976), op. cit., p.23.

110 The spelling appears to be wrong in the document. He occurs elsewhere as
'Thompson' and the family name is always spelt with the 'p ' included.

111 Beamish et al., (1976), op. cit., p. 136.

112 In the eighteenth century, for instance, Sir Peter Thompson was Member of
Parliament for St. Albans and High Sheriff of Surrey before returning to his native Poole and
building the 'Poole Mansion.'
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Another linen-draper, Thomas Ellis was in his late thirties and the watchmaker Thomas

Barter was in his mid twenties.113

For the other shopkeepers and craftsmen the evidence is more circumstantial, but does tend

to point towards mercantile connections. The builder John Tulloch for example, could well

be a descendant of the Captain Tulloch who sailed as a master for the Kemps in the 1770s.

John Tulloch was also one of the 142 people, the majority of them manifestly of high social

status within the town,114 who subscribed (at fifteen shillings a volume) to John Sydenham's

history of Poole in 1839.115 Among these subscribers was the watchmaker Thomas Barter,

one of three people of that surname listed in the 1838 Register of Electors. His proposer for

Corporation membership was a ship-broker, Joseph Barter, so again the importance of

kinship appears to be evident. Joseph Barter had been Sheriff of Poole in 1818, as had been

his father in 1783, and the Barter family's ancestors included a Mayor and a Member of

Parliament who sat for the town for 23 years.116 Thomas Barter the watchmaker was

therefore most likely a member of this distinguished family.

Sydenham's History of the Town and County of Poole is not the only literary source in

which Thomas Barter's name appears. He was also a 'subscriber to the Reading society'

when that body donated fifteen tomes entitled Histoire Naturelle ('par M. Buffon') to the new

113 The lack of precision in most of these examples is due to the 1841 census having most
adult ages in multiples of five years (District 1 in 1841 was an exception). Williamson is
shown as being 45, Ellis as 50, and Barter 35 in that year.

114 In addition to the 'great' families of Poole such as the Slades, Kemps, J^edgards, Parrs
and listers, there were also members of the local gentry including J.H. Calcraft, M.P., of
Rempstone Hall near Wareham, the Doughtys of Upton House, the Bankes' of Kingston
Lacey near Wimborne and G.R. Robinson, Chairman of Lloyds of J^ondon and later M.P.
for Poole.

115 The 1835 (Conservative) Poll Book includes a Gilbert Tulloch and James Tulloch,
wine merchants, whilst the 1834 Directory has Gilbert as a Gentleman, living in Skinner
Street.

116 Joseph Barter's maternal grandfather was J. White Orchard, mayor 1818 and 1823,
and his great- uncle, John Jeffries, was mayor in 1798 and M.P. from 1787 to 1810. (From
the obituary of Joseph Orchard Barter, died 1921 aged 96 and printed in the Co-Partner, the
magazine of the Bournemouth Gas Company, June 1921.
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Poole Library in 1832.117 Other subscribers to the Reading Society included a Ledgard, a

Garland and a Holland, all members of the merchant class118. It would therefore appear that

despite their seemingly mundane occupations, the shopkeepers and craftsmen in the

Corporation's 1830 intake were not insignificant people. Rather, they were part of a complex

network of relationships brought about by birth and marriage in a comparatively small

community.

The shopkeepers, tradesmen and the craftsmen discussed above represent but a small

percentage of those living and working in the town and were, given their social connections,

presumably able to enjoy a status denied to their fellows. The others followed a variety of

occupations, the majority of them listed in directories such as Pigot's of 1834 which included

eighteen bakers and flour dealers, twelve grocers and tea dealers and ten 'shopkeepers and

dealers in sundries.' These were the only categories to reach double figures but all the other

occupations that would be expected to appear in early nineteenth century directories are

listed, from auctioneers to wheelwrights. The question that now needs to be asked is what

was the place in the town's socio-economic hierarchy of the less well-connected shopkeeper

and craftsman?

The possibility of status being transitory has already been referred to, but whilst it persists,

one method of measuring it is to use wealth, particularly 'visible wealth' in the form of

property on the assumption that wealth contributes towards status. Thus the houses in which

shopkeepers and craftsmen lived could indicate, albeit approximately, their financial status

by assessing its value and even the occupiers social status from its location. Both value and

location can be established by using contemporary source material

One method used to establish the value of property is the simple one of looking at those

citizens who had the right to vote in Parliamentary elections, a right limited to those

occupying houses rated at more than ten pounds. This is a rough and ready method but it

117 A Catalogue of Books in the Town and County of Poole Library.(Poole. 1832), p.19.

118 Ledgard was a banker, but the family had originally been merchants, and the two
occupations are obviously inter-related.
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does produce an arbitary line with those above it belonging to that section of society that

parliament, in 1832, had felt obliged to enfranchise. This newly privileged sector of fewer

than a quarter of a million people119 at a time when the population of England had reached

almost fourteen million.120 Those now able to vote, because of the value of their property,

would therefore be among the 'better off in urban society. The identity of these people is

revealed by their presence in that most useful by-product of the open voting system, the poll-

book.

The idiosyncracies of poll-books are well known, being dependent upon the whim or

motivation of the compiler for the form they take. When they include the occupation of the

voters, and this is the case in four of those published in Poole between 1832 and 1868 121

their significance as social documents increases. It is therefore possible to compare the 1837

electorate as revealed by the poll-book for that year122 with Pigot's Directory of 1834 and

to identify those shopkeepers and craftsmen listed in the latter publication living in property

rated at £10 or above. Mui and Mui praise this particular publisher saying that 'In 1822-3

James Pigot compiled the first classified trades directory in the country. Pigot's Directories

have been universally acclaimed, rightly so,tfor their accuracy and reliability.'123

The directory is laid out in a straightforward manner, with the 75 persons listed as being

'Nobility, Gentry and Clergy' at the beginning and the various occupations of the town's self-

employed following in (occupational) alphabetical order. The shopkeepers and craftsmen

119 226,000 according to J. Cannon in Parliamentary Reform 1640-1832. (Cambridge,
1973) p.265.

120 England, 13,897,000 and Scotland, 2,364,000.(1831 Census.)

121 Poole is fortunate in having an almost perfect run of poll-books for the period between
the first Reform Act and the Ballot Act. Only the first (1832) and last (1868) have yet to turn
up.

122 This poll-book was discovered by the .writer after the completion of his M.Litt. thesis
for the University of Bristol on The Electoral History of Poole and does not, therefore, form
part of that work.

123 Mui and Mui, op. cit., p.61.
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among them are listed below as Table 3.3, showing how many there were, and how many

of them appeared in the 1837 poll-book.

rATEGORY NUMBER IN DIRECTORY

Bakers and
Flour Dealers

Blacksmith

Block & Pumpmakers

Boatbuilders

Booksellers, Stationers
Printers, Binders

18

3

2

2

2

WOMEN IN 1837 PB

1

0

0

0

0

12

3

1

0

1

Boot & Shoemakers 15 1 1 1

Brushmakers 2

Builders 4

Butchers 8

Cabinet Makers 7

Carpenters & Joiners 11

China, glass etc Dealers 2

Chymists (sic) & Druggists 3

Confectioners 3

Coopers 4

Curriers & Leather Cutters 2

Furniture Brokers 3

Grocers & Tea Dealers 12

Hatters 3

Ironmongers 3
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0

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

0

0

1

4

3

4

9

1

2

2

2

2

2

9

2
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Line, twine, fishing net 1 0

and seine makers

Linen Drapers 9

Marine Stores, dealers in 3

Painters, Plumbers, 5
Glaziers**

Pawnbrokers 2

Perfumers & Hairdressers 5

Pork & Bacon Dealers 8

Saddlers & Harness Makers 2

Sailcloth Manufacturers* 2

Sailmakers 3

Ship & Anchor Smiths 3

Shopkeepers & Dealers 10
in Sundries

Stone Masons 3

Straw Hat Manufacturers 7

Tailors 10

Tallow Chandlers 2

Tin Plate Workers 2

Toy Dealers 2

Watch & Clockmakers inc. 4
Jewellers & Silversmiths

Wheelwrights 3 0 2

The use of the word 'manufacturer' implies production on a large scale,
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1

0

0

1

0

3

0

0

0

0

2

0

7

0

0

0

1

0

4

2

4 & 1**

0

5

2

2

2

1

1

4

2

0

8

1

1

0
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with high numbers of people being employed, thus putting the employer into a different

social category than 'craftsmen.' However, the existence of seven straw hat 'manufacturers'

makes the use of such a word by the poll-book compiler suspect.

**This category includes a partnership where both appear in the poll-book.

Table 3.3 : Poole Shopkeepers and Craftsmen of Status, c. 1834

In producing such a list, there is an element of subjectivity brought about by the writer's own

interpretation of the terms used by compilers of poll-books and directories, and by the

compilers' own decisions on what words to use. The problems brought about by the words

'maker' and 'manufacturer' are mentioned above, but similar, subtle, differences are

suggested by the use of terms such as 'boat builder' and 'ship builder.' It is assumed that the

former is a craftsman, directly involved in the work, and the latter a capitalist, i.e. someone

who uses his capital to employ others to produce the product.

As table 3.3 shows, 99 out of 166 (60%) of the male shopkeepers and craftsmen in the 1834

Directory were eligible to vote three years later. Within the individual categories the majority

have over half their membership in both the directory and the poll-book, although the

numbers are rather small. However, in seventeen of the categories the proportion is less than

half, but as one of them was the all-female occupation of straw-hat manufacture, the number

is reduced to sixteen. Four of these were involved with the craft side of shipping, as boat-

builders or anchor-smiths. Three others were clearly craftsmen - coopers, tin-plate workers

and brush-makers. Add to these those occupations with clear working class connotations such

as pawnbrokers, dealers in sundries and possibly tallow chandlers, it would seem that there

is a correlation between quality of customer and the wealth and status of the shopkeeper.

However, there are anomolies in the list, especially the china and glass dealers, toy dealers,

book-sellers and linen-drapers. They, surely, must have had many well-to-do customers yet

many of them did not live in property of sufficient value to give them the vote. Finally, the

butchers and pork and bacon dealers appear to offer a product sought by all classes, although

in such cases, the term 'high class' prefixing the occupation probably meant just that.
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CRAFTSMEN

There is a tendency for historians to discuss shopkeepers and craftsmen as if they are simply

two sides of the same coin 124, and there are valid reasons for this. Both were (and are)

almost certainly self-employed, with only a small work-force often consisting of members

of their own family ('a critical force in the world of small enterprise').125 That the

shopkeeper and the craftsman had a common origin seems likely for, as A.L. Lloyd states,

'A new class of townsfolk was emerging then, of complicated structure, with merchants on

the one hand and artisans, especially stonemasons and weavers, on the other, although in the

early stages trader and craftsmen were one and the same.'126 Lloyd was describing the

changes occurring in medieval towns but support for his view comes from Davies who

stressed the craft element in shopkeeping, although Nossiter is more cautious. In a more

recent work, Mui and Mui state that '...no rigid line separates working and shopkeeping

artisans' 127 but, as their title tells us, they were mainly concerned with the eighteenth

century.

The word 'craftsman' has ancient origins, hence the folklorist Lloyd's interest, and dates

from a time when 'a craft was still a mystery'128, its secrets known only to initiates. A

modern, sociological definition of craft characteristics is that in each 'the worker was

presumed to be the master of a body of knowledge, and methods and procedures were left

to his or her discretion. In each such worker reposed the accumulated knowledge of materials

and processes by which production was accomplished in the craft The worker combined

124 This occurs in D. Blackbourn in Crossick and Haupt (eds.) (1984), op. cit. and
Winstanley, op. cit.

125 Crossick in Cossick and Haupt (Eds), op. cit. p,20

126 A.L. Lloyd, Folk Song in England. (1967), p. 113.

127 H-C and L.H. Mui, op. cit., p.36.

128 Lloyd, op. cit., p. 113.
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in mind and body, the concepts and physical dexterities of the speciality.' 129 The word

'crafty', with its modern meaning of a mixture of cunning and implied mischief, is semantic

evidence of these secretive and mysterious elements. It is possible that the exclusivity of a

craft and the survival of ancient rituals, many of them connected with the long

apprenticeships undertaken by entrants to the craft130 was the cause of the divergence that

undoubtably occurred between the craftsmen and the shopkeepers as urbanisation in England

increased. Whereas the latter sought to emulate, even ape, their better-off customers, the

craftsmen continued in their specialisms, often providing a product or service one or more

steps removed from the public. Vincent's description of craftsmen as 'urban peasants'131

has a ring of truth about it, but it is difficult to imagine such a term being applied to

shopkeepers, especially those described by Anthony Trollope in Ralph the Heir as

'fashionable tradespeople.'132 That this break became apparent in the nineteenth century is

supported by Mui and Mui, who, citing Adam Smith, point out that retailers were originally

regarded as 'productive labourers', who performed essential services by 'breaking and

dividing rude and manufactured produce into such small parcels as suited the occasional

demands of those who want them.'133 Evidence for the break is offered by Winstanley, who

when writing about a family of saddlers whose business began in 1816 and continued for

over 150 years, described them as 'craftsmen first and retailers second. Their premises,

despite their impressive window display were primarily a workshop where they and their men

made, sold and repaired their own products.'134

129 H. Braverman, Labour and Monopoly Capital. (New York), 1974, cited in Bilton et
al, Introductory Sociology .(Second edition) 1987, p.358.

130 Lloyd, op. cit., reported that 'the young coopers of the Bass-Worthington yard at
Burton-on-Trent at the end of their apprenticeship, are rolled around the workshop in a
barrel, having been drenched from head to toe in a mixture of beer, soot and sawdust before
they are 'reborn' as full-fledged participants in the mystery of coopering.' (The writer's
italics).

131 J.R. Vincent, Pollbooks : How Victorians Voted. (Cambridge, 1967). p.62. The
complete sentence is 'urban peasants, self employed men and small capitalists in overalls.'

132 A. Trollope, Ralph the Heir. (1871, reprinted Oxford, 1990), p.51.

133 Cited in Mui and Mui, op. cit., p.6.

134 M J . Winstanley, op. cit., p. 172.
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This division between the two categories is discussed in Crossick and Haupt (1984) and

several instances of it are cited, including one which supports the view that some

occupations, because of direct dealings with, their social betters, had to behave differently

from the craftsmen whose relationships with their middle and upper class customers was

more anonymous. One instance involved 'a school proprietor in Birmingham' , an

occupation which is obviously different from shopkeeping, but in the days before education

became widespread usually provided a service to the better-off, although not exclusively for

there were many schools whose pupils were from less privileged backgrounds.135 The

proprietor in question 'supported the Hampden Clubs during 1816 (but) could not join for

fear of offending those gentlemen on whose custom he depended' But he noted in his journal

that 'my brother Edwin who is a sawmaker and, of course, unfettered, is a member of the

Hampden Club.'136 More succinctly, Winstanley's saddler, cited above, noted that when

he attended exhibitions and trade conferences they were 'dominated by firm's representatives

and high-class retailers.' He was, he said, the only one with 'dirty hands.' 137

Crossick, when discussing craftsmen whose "businesses were based in large towns and who

were manufacturers of products for the new industries rather than for domestic consumption,

suggests that they became integrated into the newly developing system of wholesalers and

factors and that this 'forced a divide between a viable small master class that sought to

behave in a 'business-like' fashion and accepted merchant domination, detaching itself

from the culture and custom of the craft community, and on the other a depressed body of

marginal small masters whose independence became no more than notional, even where they

survived.'138 There was little 'industry' in the accepted sense of that word in Poole in the

period before 1840. Indeed, it has been suggested that the Industrial Revolution had 'passed

135 This point does not ignore the existence of the many National and British Schools.
Poole had had a National School since 1835, when it replaced the original Free School. In
1839 it had 137 boys and 96 girls on its rolh (Sydenham, op. cit., p.454.)

136 G. Crossick in Crossick and Haupt (eds), (1984), op. cit., p.73.

137 Winstanley, op. cit., p. 172.

138 G. Crossick in Crossick and Haupt, op. cit.,p.68.
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with scarcely any noticeable effect in the town of Poole or its industry,'139 but there is

some validity to Crossick's classification. He also suggests that small towns 'might be seen

as the most satisfactory home for the petit bourgeoisie where, least threatened socially or

economically, they could occupy a significant place in local society.'140 One sector of

Poole's petit bourgeoisie did eventually come to occupy that 'significant place.'

Winstanley's choice of a family of saddlers as archetypal craftsmen serves as a useful

comparison with Poole when testing Crossick's hypothesis. The Munden family first appear

in Underhill's Directory of 1818 and continue to be included throughout the period under

investigation. Always described as 'saddlers and harness makers' they operated from 86 High

Street, living and working among more 'genteel' occupations such as chemists, linen drapers

and attorneys. In 1861, over 40 years after the business had been established, George

Munden is listed in the Census as employing three men and one boy. No Munden ever

became a Councillor or held any other public office, and they fail to appear as subscribers

to, trustees of, or general supporters of worthy causes. Thus they appear to fit Crossick's

classification of those who although surviving the changes taking place between craftsmen

and shopkeepers became marginal to mainstream business and commerce. A similar

anonymity befell another leather based craftsman, the currier James Cadie who employed

three men in his Fish Street workshop. He appears in poll-books and directories for over 30

years but like the Mundens, never played an active role in civic or social affairs.

However, tanning is also a leather-based craft and the experience of the town's leading

exponents of it, the Rogers family, was rather different to that of those cited above. The

Rogers brothers, George and Francis Timewell, were both described as tanners in one of the

two poll-books published after the general election of 1835141, but fifteen years later a

139 M. Bright. A brief study of the effects of the introduction of the railway upon the
volume of trade passing through the Port of Poole and upon the pattern of occupation within
the town between 1841 and 1861. (Poole, 1978), p.l8A. (A dissertation held in Poole
Reference Library.)

140 Crossick, in Crossick and Haupt, op. cit., p.62.

141 The poll-books were produced by rival publishers and each reflects their political
Persuasion.
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similar source has them as 'gentlemen.' This, as stated above, usually means nothing more

than retirement but in 1861 the census has Francis as a landed proprietor whilst George, who

died that year, is described in the burial register as a retired farmer. During the 1860s,

Francis Timewell Rogers 'the younger' was a councillor, alderman and, in 1869, Mayor.

This particular family would therefore seem to fit Crossick's other category, those who

moved in fresh directions, towards the merchant culture that had always been pre-eminent

in the town.

The Rogers were exceptional, for few other local craftsmen achieved such civic recognition.

However, there are instances of people from other parts of the country arriving in the town

and realising the ambitions that immigrant^ often bring with them. William Pearce, for

example, arrived in 1839, from Hereford. Once settled in Poole, he progressed from

'ironmonger' to 'iron merchant and founder, engineer machinist and agricultural implement

manufacturer.' He owned Poole Foundry, sponsored Poole Literary Institute and was chief

proprietor of Poole Waterworks. Mayor on three occasions during the next three decades and

a J.P., William Pearce had clearly joined the town's ruling elite despite his non-mercantile,

craft origins.142 He too, fits Crossick's first category , those who had come to behave in

a 'business like fashion.' This example, however, poses a problem. Was an 'ironmonger'

truly a craftsman or was he just another shopkeeper, albeit with the specialised knowledge

that both Davies and Alexander maintain was the characteristic of such occupations?

It is often difficult to be precise about the nature of nineteenth century occupations and the

distinction between shopkeepers and craftsmen has already been shown to be a fine one.

Even the trade directories of the period are often ambiguous, being, as Alexander points out

"The least unsatisfactory approach to the problem.'143 His phrase 'shop tradesmen' is

significant, for it allows for the existence of an in-between category, a group who had not

undergone the long apprenticeship or been taught the ancient mysteries of a true craft, but

were more skilled and knowledgable than those who simply sold a manufactured or already

prepared product over the counter. Ironmongers could well be placed in this category.

142 D. Beamish et al, (1974), and various poll-books and directories.

143 D. Alexander, op. cit., p.89.
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The true craftsmen, then, appear to lie at the lower end of a social and economic continuum,

It begins with the one man, single craft workshop and ends with the large scale

manufacturer, the success of whose operations, and the wealth generated by them, although

still craft based, have brought him social acceptance. In Poole, such a continuum would

have at its lower end a cooper such as Clement Green. Sixty years old in 1841, he lived in

the High Street with his wife and five children although his two sons had not followed their

father's craft. Twenty year old George appears in the census as a carpenter and fifteen year

old Thomas as a shoemaker. Clement Green was not considered worthy of inclusion in

Pilot's Directory of 1823-4, although five other coopers do appear, including one Robert

Wadham whose eventual entry in the Burial Register records his occupation as 'Town

Serjeant.' This rather underlines the point that craftsmen, especially those at the lower end

of the continuum, rarely achieved public office unless it was in a purely functional capacity.

Coopers, and the previously mentioned saddlers, can be regarded as true craftsmen. They

were involved in occupations which were manifestly difficult to master, demonstrating skills

which few laymen would seek to emulate and their dealings would have have been mainly

with other craftsmen and tradesmen, not the more genteel citizens of the town.These would

have used their products but would rarely have purchased them directly, or if they did, only

infrequently. The lower end of the continuum therefore consists of the specialist craftsman,

whose activities were largely self-contained.

At the other end, there were the craftsmen who had become manufacturers or industrialists,

the most obvious example being the town's shipbuilders such as Thomas Wanhill and the

Meadus brothers, Thomas and William. Both firms were located in Hamworthy, where by

1861 Wanhill is recorded as employing 128 men and sixteen boys. He was involved in the

full range of civic duties and activities - councillor, mayor, alderman, magistrate and trustee

of the town's Savings Bank.

The Meadus's could not match Thomas Wanhill's enterprise for sheer size, employing only

eighteen men and fifteen boys, but were an old established firm, building ships for the

Newfoundland trade in the late eighteenth century. One potential customer, Benjamin Lester-

Lester, did not think too highly of the firm of Meadus and Burt for during the Napoleonic
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Wars he refused to accept a quotation for £5050 for a 278 ton ship.144 After the wars were

over, John Dean Meadus is recorded145 as leasing a shipwright's yard at Hamworthy for

seven years at £34 a year, the shortness of the term perhaps revealing a lack of confidence

in the long-term future of the town's maritime trade. Shipbuilding was, along with brewing

and the production of pottery, one of the craft occupations which were moving away from

the old system and towards the new, more industrialised one.

Between the two extremes of the craft continuum lay all the other occupations which would

normally be found in an early nineteenth century town such as basket makers and

blacksmiths, confectioners and carpenters. Their status could fluctuate but there is evidence

to show that it was those who dealt directly with the public, and most probably with its

better-off sections, who prospered economically and socially. The baker and confectioner

George Green, for example, worked with his father, William, in their High Street shop until

the latter retired at some point in the late 1840s.146 Whereas the father never entered

public life, the son became both councillor and alderman in his later years. As a young man,

he and his wife seem to have been reasonably affluent for the 1841 census records them as

employing three young male servants and one female. However, the enumerator's use of the

word 'servant' for the three young men is almost certainly a misnomer, for they were

probably apprentices or assistants.

It is of course impossible to be precise about the status of craftsmen in Poole in the years

between 1815 and 1840, depending as it does on individual or collective perception, but from

the examples cited above, for both shopkeepers and craftsmen, there is support for the

suggestion that the two categories were diverging. The former were displaying more

pragmatic tendencies and moving towards middle-class acceptance and life-style, but the

latter, largely, were more dogmatic, seemingly content to remain as they were, loyal to the

traditions and roles associated with their craft.

144 Cited in Beamish et al, (1976), op. cit., p. 100.

145 Corporation Rental, 1816. Document S.390, Poole Borough Archives.

146 Both father and son appear in the 1847, poll book, living at the same address. In 1850,
however, William is described as 'retired.'
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Women in Business

Among the many citizens of nineteenth century Poole who earned their living from shop-retailing

or by practising a craft, one group remains comparatively anonymous. They do not appear in

poll-books or registers of electors and could not hold public office. They are, however, in the

trade directories, sometimes as private citizens, but also as the proprietors of small businesses

and were, of course, women. There were, it appears, a number of business-women in Poole at

this time, in occupations as diverse as straw-hat manufacturing, pawnbroking and coopering.

Along the coast at Portsmouth, 50 miles to the east, 'a minority of businesses, mostly small

scale, were conducted by women.'147

The idea of the working woman is not new. As Pinchbeck points out, 'In every industrial system

in the past women have been engaged in productive work when new developments

brought about the separation of home and workshop ...a far greater number of women than ever

before were compelled to follow their work and become wage earners in the outside world.'148

In towns, many small shopkeepers 'continued to survive by relying on unpaid family help, his

wife running the business for much of the day '149 A similar situation existed in other parts

of Europe, including France, where it appeared to be common pratice for as Haupt notes

'....tiny shops were set up to provide working class families with extra income - the husband

went out to work and the wife looked after the shop. '15° The eventual outcome of this practice

147 J. Field, in R J . Morris (ed.) op. cit., p.75.

1 4 8 1 . Pinchbeck, Women Workers and the Industrial Revolution 1750 - 1850.(1926). p . l .

149 Winstanley, op. cit., p.67.

150 H-G. Haupt, The petit-bourgeoisie in France. 1850-1914: in search of the juste-milieu.
cited in Crossick and Haupt, (eds.) op. cit., p. 100.
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was that, apart from Paris,'elsewhere in France very nearly half of the grocery shops were run

by women.' 151

In another Continental country. Austria, an alternative and significant explanation for the female

shopkeeper is proposed. As Ehmer notes, writing about Viennese bakers, 'In nine cases the

bakery was carried on by the widow but only one of these remained alone. Four widows married

again, and another four ran the bakery for some years until a son grew up and became a master,

at which point he took over the trade.'152 This situation was not new, for in the seventeenth

century Defoe noted that 'although fewer tradesmen's widows than in former times continued

in business, there were still many who procured honest journeymen to assist them, and

themselves kept the books, did the business abroad and conducted affairs generally until the

eldest son, having completed his apprenticeship to his mother, was ready to be taken into

partnership.'153 Wives of craftsmen were very familiar with the nature and rules of the

business that they have been described as 'mistress of the managing part of it' and was thus able

to keep the business going in the event if his death, 'although she herself might lack technical

skill.'154 This might well account for the women appearing in trade directories for Poole as

carpenters, coopers and even as a blacksmith especially as Pinchbeck states that 'It is only when

we come to the skilled artisan and trading classes, however, that we find women still taking a

share in their husband's concerns as a matter of course.' 15S Pinchbeck was referring to the

situation in the eighteenth century but interestingly, these three normally male occupations only

151 A, Faure, The Grocery Trade in Nineteenth Century Paris, cited in Crossick and Haupt,
(eds.) op. cit., p. 169.

152 J. Ehmer, The Artisan Family in Nineteenth Century Austria, cited in Crossick and Haupt
(eds.), op. cit., p.204.

153 D.Defoe, Compleat English Tradesman (ed. 1738), vol.1, pp 279-280. cited in
Pinchbeck, p.283.

154 Pinchbeck, op. cit. p.282.

155 Ibid, p.284.
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occur as businesses being run by women in the 1842 directory, and not those of 1823 and 1834.

A comparison between the three directories reveals the changes which took place over two

decades as far as the women running businesses in Poole are concerned.

Academies and Schools

Baker (and Flour Dealer)

Blacksmith*

Boot and Shoe Maker

Butcher

Carpenter

Cooper

Furniture Broker

Grocer and Tea Dealer (Plus
Shopkeeper and Dealer in Sundries.)

Hotels and Inns

Linen Draper

Milliner (and Dressmaker)

Pawnbroker

Perfumer

Pork and Bacon Dealer

Stamp Office

Staymaker

Straw Hat Manufacturer

Taverns and Public Houses

Retailers of Beer

Toy Dealer

Cloathes (sic) Salesman (sic)

*also listed under Ship and Anchor Smith

"""Ignores 'EJ.Hayward' and 'Martin and

1823

2

1

-

-

1

-

-

-

1

1

-

6**

1

1

-

1

-

5

5

-

1

1

Butler.'

Table 3.4 : The Nature of Female Run Businesses.

1834

4

1

-

1

1

-

-

-

3

-

1

7**

1

-

3

-

1

7

4

-

1

-

1823. 1834.

1842

3

1

1

-

1

1

1

1

3

-

1

10

-

-

1

-

-

5

3

2

1

1

1847.
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Who were these women? Were they indeed widows, as suggested by Ehmer, keeping the family

business going pending the coming of age of a son? Were they the 'smart ones' who 'ran

businesses', there being 'nothing new in that.'156 Or were they the single ones, who were

inevitable in a country with a surplus of women? 157 In fact, all three categories seem to be

represented among the women running businesses in Poole.

Those in the first category, the widows, were particularly prevalent in the building trades,

occupations which were traditionally the preserve of men. In 1842, Martha Gollop appears in

Pi got's Directory as a carpenter, the only woman among the twelve listed. The 1841 Census

reveals her as living in the High Street with her three sons, George (age 16), William (age 12)

and Robert (age 8). She was around 50 years old and no husband is listed. Her occupation is

given as 'builder' and the sixteen year old George is a 'builder's apprentice.' The marriage

registers of the Congregational Church show that in 1821 a George Gollop married Martha

Hambleton, and a lifetime later, Poole Municipal Cemetary records have a George Gollop dying

in February 1906, aged 81. This George Gollop would be the sixteen year old of 1841. It would

therefore appear that Martha's husband, George, died during the 1830s and she carried on the

business with the intention of handing it over to her sons.158 In this she was successful for the

younger George Gollop is listed as a 'builder' in the 1859 poll-book, a 'carpenter and builder'

in Kelly's Post Office Directory of that year, although the burial register has him as a 'Retired

Timber Merchant's Manager.'

The woman listed as running a blacksmith's (and ship and anchorsmith's) business in 1842,

Martha Morgan of Hill Street, was in a similar position. The directories of 1823 and 1834 have

156 G. Best, Mid Victorian Britain. 1851-75. (1971), p. 121.

157 Best (op. cit. p. 120 ), writing mainly about the second half of the century, notes that
'between 26 and 28 per cent of them, unlucky or outclassed in the competition for husbands had
to strive to be independent.'

158 Martha may well have been helped in the running of the business by her cousin or
brother-in-law, William Gollop, also a builder. He appears in the poll books and directories.
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Joseph Morgan of Hill Street as a blacksmith although by 1841 Martha was living with her four

children, but no husband. The two oldest children, Arthur and Joseph, both fifteen, are

described as a 'smith' and 'cabinet maker' respectively. Unlike the Gollops discussed above, the

Morgan's business seems not to have prospered once the fifteen year old Arthur grew up for no

Morgan appears as a blacksmith in later directories or poll-books.

One other woman appears in 1842 as the proprietor of a craft business, the cooper Jane

Wadham. She also fails to appear in the earlier directories, and is missing from the 1841 Census

for the parish of St James.159 As the Wadhams were long-established as coopers in Poole, and

Benjamin Wadham is listed in 1823 and 1834 in the High Street, with the directory for the latter

year giving a precise address, 169, the same as Jane in 1842, it appears that a similar situation

to that of the Gollops and Morgans existed.

Furniture broking, whilst not on a par with blacksmithing, building, or coopering as a craft, is

not a trade normally associated with women. In 1842 Mary Ann Knight appeared under this

heading, and in 1841 was 40 years old and living alone, except for her ten year old daughter,

in the High Street. She was described simply as a 'broker' by the census enumerator. Although

there is no Mary Ann Knight in the directories of 1823 and 1834, there is an Ann Knight,

pawnbroker, in both. The former has her living in the High Street, whilst the latter has her in

Old Orchard. Thus there is circumstantial evidence to suggest that she came to specialise in

furniture broking as she grew older. '

From the 1841 census comes evidence of how such a source has to be used with caution, for it

includes, living at Hunger Hill with seven children, 45 year old Sarah Lance, coach maker.

Among the children was fifteen year old William, also described as a coachmaker. At first sight,

Mrs Lance was another of the women carrying on the family business after the death of her

husband. But, there is an Edwin Lance, coachmaker in the 1842 and the 1859 Directories, living

at Hunger Hill on each occasion, so his non-appearance in the Census was probably due to

159 Another coopering Wadham, Robert, was living in Thames Street.
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absence on that day. As in many other instances, the limitations of the demands on the census

enumerator have to be taken into account, for he may well have described her as a coachmaker

simply to put an occupation to the household, despite the temporary absence of her husband.

The many other women running businesses were either shop or innkeepers, trades in which they

presumably existed alongside their male counterparts without rancour, or they were in those

occupations which were overwhelmingly female, such as dressmaking, millinery, and straw-hat

(or bonnet) making.

Typical examples of the female shopkeeper include the 35 year old (in 1841) Susannah Hames,

living alone in Market Street and classified as a pork and bacon dealer in the 1842 Directory,

although in 1834 her shop was at 143 High Street, or the toy dealer, Deborah Selby. She was

60 years old in 1841 and as no husband is recorded, was presumably the widow of the toy dealer

listed in 1834, William Silby (sic). The shop is given as being at 87 High Street in both

directories. The baker and flour dealer, Mrs Kendall 16°, and the linen draper Elizabeth Potts,

both of whom appear in the 1834 directory were presumably the widows of George Kendall and

George Potts respectively, men in those occupations in 1823. Again, widowhood was clearly a

major reason for women to take on the running of a shop or business.

The female occupations which appear most frequently in the directories are those which involve

the making of clothes, confirming Pinchbeck's observation that 'Of the skilled trades left almost

entirely in the hands of women, the chief were the clothing trades in which thousands of women

were engaged as milliners, mantua makers, staymakers, embroiderers and seamstresses.'161

The census reveals scores of women employed in this trade. As Mui and Mui state, 'Millinery

was one shop trade within the domain of women. The association once formed was strengthened

not only by the inhibition of men to enter a trade so closely associated with women, but also by

160 By 1842 she is Emma Kendall, living in Salisbury Street, and is entered under
'shopkeepers and dealers in sundries' as well as 'Baker and flour dealer.'

161 Pinchbeck, op. cit. p.287.
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the practices of apprenticeship. From the meagre evidence available, the trade appears to have

been a haven for widows and orphaned daughters of shopkeepers in other trades, a rather genteel

occupation for those with little capital but some knowledge of shopkeeping.'162 Widowhood

was not, however, an absolute pre-requisite for the trade. The 50 year old joiner and cabinet

maker, William Reeve of Market Street, for example, was a craftsman of sufficient income to

live in a house whose rateable value enabled him to vote in Parliamentary elections. He was

living there, in 1841, with his wife and three daughters, and all three of them were employed

in the clothing trade. Twenty year old Sarah as a 'sempstress', fifteen year old Lydia as a

dressmaker, and Ellen, also fifteen, as a straw bonnet maker.

One woman who is included in all three directories was Sarah Rowe. She appears as a milliner

in 1823, and as a milliner and dressmaker in 1834 and 1842, whilst the Census has her simply

as a dressmaker. In each directory she has a different address, Market Street, Church Street, and

the High Street, suggesting movement towards a more central and important part of the

town.163 In 1841 she was (around) 45 years of age and on census day, at least, headed an all-

female household which included two fifteen year old sisters described as 'female assistants.'

Living at the same address were two other women, also sisters, Sarah and Elizabeth Oliver aged

30 and 25 respectively and both described as milliners. They too had two female apprentices

(aged 20 and 15) so it would seem that the proprietors of two different businesses were living

in in the same house. The 1842 Directory's list of milliners and dressmakers includes 'Sarah and

Elizabeth Rowe, High Street.' The Rowe sisters do not appear in earlier or later directories so

presumably they either married or moved away from the town.

A related industry, but one which is given its own heading in the three extant directories for the

period, is that of straw hat (or bonnet) making. This had grown up during the eighteenth

162 Mui & Mui, op. cit., p.58.

163 Church Street was a south westerly extension to Market Street and, as its name suggests,
was close to the new St James church.
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century,164 mainly in counties which produced the 'right' sort of straw. Dorset was one such

county, and 'hatmakers were to be found in most villages in the straw-plaiting counties while

early nineteenth century directories show that a number of women were thus in business for

themselves in the larger towns.'165 As an industry, it expanded rapidly in the last few years

of the eighteenth century and the first decade of the nineteenth, 'out of all proportion to its

former extent.' 166 There were five women under the heading of 'straw hat manufacturers'

in 1823 and 1842, but seven in 1834. No one appears in all three directories, but two women

were in business long enough to be included twice - Elizabeth Williams of New Orchard (1834

and 1842) and Elizabeth Randall (1823 and 1834). The former was 40 in 1841, living with her

75 year old mother or mother-in-law. She was still in business in 1859 but in the directory of

that year is both 'Mrs' and a 'milliner' and living in the High Street instead of New Orchard.

Straw hat or bonnet making tends to give an impression of being a 'cottage industry' or perhaps

just a 'sideline' to a family's main business. Susannah Cobb, for example, appears in the 1842

directory (albeit as 'Susan') as operating her business in Market Street. The census reveals her

to be the wife of William Cobb, landlord of the Blue Anchor public house. Both husband and

wife were 45 or thereabouts and had one daughter, a 21 year old dressmaker called Harriet

living with them. Another example was Emily Simper of the High Street. The 1837 poll-book

includes John Simper, a confectioner in the High Street, so straw hat manufacturing appears to

exist alongside (or within) an existing business, supporting Pinchbeck's description of the way

the industry was structured in Hertfordshire.167 There, many women bought their straw, not

from the farmers, but from middle-men and were simply out-workers, recieving wages or their

labour instead of independent 'business-women.'

164 Mui and Mui, op. cit, p.66 note that 'a new type of milliner specialising in straw hats
appeared' after comparing directories of 1822-3 with one of 1783.

165 Pinchbeck, op. cit. p.222.

166 Ibid, p.216.

167 Pinchbeck, op. cit. pp. 218-9.
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It is the milliners, dressmakers, and to a certain extent the straw-hat manufacturers who best

seem to fit the second of the three categories of women in business, the 'smart ones.' Women

such as the above mentioned Sarah Rowe and also Elizabeth Christian were in business for at

least twenty years, the latter lady being originally listed as a partner in Christian and Seymour,

but appearing under her own name in 1834 and 1842.

There is one other 'respectable' occupation traditionally open to women at this time, that of the

school-mistress. Two women are listed as running schools in 1823 (both of them 'Ladies'

Boarding') out of a total of eight in the Directory, whilst in 1834 the proportion had risen to

four out of ten. The figures continued to fluctuate for, in 1842,it was three out of nine, Both of

the women listed as running schools in 1823 fail to appear in the 1834 directory, although four

of the men from the earlier date were still operating eleven years later. Of the four school

mistresses appearing in 1834, two were still is business in 1842, including Lucy Moor's

boarding school in Parkstone. This lady does not appear in the 1841 census for the parish of St

James but there is an Esther Moore, aged 30, of Church Street, who is described as a school

mistress with four children aged five, four, two and one. No husband is mentioned but the 1850

poll-book includes a Peter Moore, Master Mariner of Church Street. 168 In a seaport the non-

appearance of husbands in the census need not always mean widowhood or desertion. Esther

Moore would seem to be the sister of Lucy Moore and may well have shared in the running of

the Parkstone school.

Elizabeth Green (age 30) and Jane Seager (age 25)169 of Hill Street appear in the Census, (but

not in the 1842 Directory) as running a school and their entry serves to illustrate the nature of

these small establishments. On census day there were eight pupils present, all female, whose

ages were given as 20, 15, 15, 14, 12, 12, 11, and 5. This last little girl was named as Ellen

168 He also merited an entry in his own name in the 1859 Directory, as a Master Mariner,
by then living in Towngate Street.

169 The name 'Seager' occurs in other occupations, notably in the firm of Major, Seager &
Co, Marine Stores Dealers on the Quay in 1834, whilst James Seager is listed as a 'gentleman'
living in West Street.
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Seager, presumably the daughter of Jane. This all-female household also included a twenty year

old Irish servant.

The number of women in business was relatively small compared with men. In the three

directories used for this survey, there were 28 in 1823, 35 in 1834 and 36 in 1842. As the case

of the school mistresses Elizabeth Green and Jane Seager shows, inclusion in the directories was

rather arbitary, so the figures are a little suspect, but if the 332170 tradesmen, craftsmen and

retailers listed in 1834 are typical of those considered worthy of inclusion, then 35 of them being

women gives a percentage of 11.6. Whilst not large, the figure tends to refute Winstanley's

assertion that while 'the number of female 'dealers' increased dramatically between 1881 and

the 1900s only a small number were....employers or in business on their own account in

1901 and 1911.'171 Obviously Winstanley is looking at a later period, when shops were more

numerous and had taken on a more familiar form, but the evidence from Poole in the first half

of the nineteenth century is probably not untypical and would suggest that women's involvement

in business was not unusual.

The women discussed in this section were not, generally, involved in the other, limited, aspects

of public life open to their sex. Women's names do occur in various other printed sources such

as the list of subscribers to the new Gas and Coke Company of 1835, and in a document

revealing the donors and subscribers to the Poole Bethel Society on the occasion of its fifth

anniversary in 1833 m but none of them were among the 'business women' of the directories,

with one possible exception. This was the staymaker, Elizabeth Clench, aged 40, of Market

Street who was probably the Eliza Clench who invested £20 in two shares in the Gas and Coke

170 This figure omits those described as 'bankers', 'surgeons' , and 'merchants' as they
would normally be seen as belonging to a somewhat 'better' class of occupation.

171 Winstanley, op. cit., p.68

172 'formed for the purpose of furnishing Seamen with Libraries on board their Ships, and
of establishing a Chapel and a Reading Room for Sailors and Fishermen, and a Sunday School
for their Children.'
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Company. The few women whose names appear as shareholders or donors were either

'independent' as the Census describes them, or the wives of the most eminent citizens of the

town. Of the 127 named purchasers of shares in the Gas Company, for instance, only ten were

women, with three of them buying five shares each at £10 a share. Similarly, there were again

only ten women donating money to the Bethel Society compared with 125 men. There were,

however, two women among the Trustees to the new Library. These were Mrs Festing, wife of

Captain Henry Festing R.N., of Ponsonby Place, Parkstone173 and Mrs Anne White with this

latter lady almost certainly being one of the last members of the Quaker family of Newfoundland

merchants of that name.

Women were not a major force in the commercial life of the town but they were important. The

emergence of a distinct middle class delineated the role and status of its' women and limited

their active involvement in business matters, but for those of lower status, the need to earn a

living found them competing in areas usually the preserve of men.

173 Pigot's Directory, 1834.
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Chapter 4

NEW BUILDINGS AND CIVIC ACTIVITY, 1815 -1841.

For all Sydenham's pessimism about the town's prospects as the Newfoundland trade continued

to contract, the period 1815 - 1840 was one in which there was a change in its physical

appearance. Many new buildings were erected and new institutions established, developments

which indicate the existence of civic pride in Poole and the nature of its social cohesion.

'Buildings', as Anthony King points out, 'result from social needs....Their size, appearance,

location and form are governed not simply by physical factors (climate, material, topography)

but by a society's ideas, its forms of economic and social organistaion, its distribution of

resources and authority, its activities, and the beliefs and values which prevail at any one period

of time. '* In Poole, politics was an important aspect of these 'beliefs and values' and some of

the most prominent new buildings, the Anglican churches, were a product of the inter-faction

rivalry within the town. Between 1821 and 1833 five new Anglican churches were built in both

the old town and the newly acquired outer areas.

The first of these, St James', was a replacement for an older building of the same name, parts

of which had served the town since the time of Edward IV. Built on the same site, near the

Quay, it cost a total of £11,740, but despite this expenditure, did not impress Sydenham. He

admitted it was 'large and commodious' but believed it to have 'little or no architectural

beauty.'2 St James' was the Corporation's church in the sense that they had long possessed he

right to nominate its Rector, a right upheld by the Court of Chancery in 1795.3 Sydenham notes

that £1,000 towards the cost of building the new church was provided by the Corporation.

1 A.D. King (ed.) Buildings and Society. (1980), p . l .

2 Sydenham, op. cit., pp. 310-316.

3 In 1791 they chose as Rector, 25 year old Peter Jolliffe, a member of one of Poole's most
distinguished merchant families. He remained in that post for 70 years.
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Although Sydenham accepted that the church was 'large and commodious', a visitor to the town

in 1830 was 'shocked...to see the church so overcrowded' and 'being an important member of

the Prayer Book and Homily Society.. .told some of the local townsfolk that he knew of a certain

lady...who wanted to assist in the execution of an evangelical church at a seaport in the West

of England. '4 The outcome of this visit was the construction of a second Anglican church in the

old town which was consecrated in 1833 as St Paul's. Standing in the High Street, just north of

the junction with Hill Street, the new church cost 'upwards of £4,000. a sum which was

'defrayed entirely by voluntary contributions.'5 St Paul's, although smaller than St. James',

could seat 700 worshippers and was a 'small and neat structure' according to Sydenham.6 The

mysterious lady who was prepared to finance its building actually donated £1,000 towards the

project on condition that she nominated the Minister. Whether the first incumbent,the Rev.

Robert Otway Wilson, was in fact that lady's nominee is not recorded. The other major

contributor towards the cost of building St Paul's was the banker George Welch Ledgard, a man

who had been the chief spokesman for those wanting a second church. The chief opponent was

the Rev. Peter Jolliffe, Rector of St James'. As was so often the case in Poole, politics was

probably a factor here, for Ledgard was a prominent Tory whilst the Jolliffes were traditonally

Liberal.

That politics was behind the building of two of the other three churches is beyond doubt. One

was in Longfleet and the other in Parkstone and the race to be consecrated first became fiercely

competetive. The original intention had been to build one church on the boundary of the two

parishes and the owner of Canford, the Hon. W.F.S. Ponsonby offered £1,600 towards the cost.

Ponsonby,though, was a Whiggish Liberal M.P., originally for Poole (1826-31) and then for the

County (1832-37) and it was thought by the town's Tories that he sought to control both of the

4 This information comes from an article by Bernard Short in the Poole and Dorset Herald
of 5 December 1962.

5 Sydenham, op. cit., p.337.

6 Ibid.
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borough's parliamentary seats.7 Because of this suspicion and the belief that by helping build

a new church he would make the town beholden to him, demand grew among Tory supporters,

led on this occasion by the Parr family, for a separate church in Parkstone. The Parrs were

staunch Tories and the family included Robert Henning Parr, the last Town Clerk to the

unreformed Corporation and a man who was to prove a particular thorn in the flesh of the

Ponsonbys, In 1837, in the Court of Chancery, he successfully defended himself against a writ

from Ponsonby (now styled Lord de Mauley) over compensation for his loss of the Town Clerk's

post.8 The Parrs funded the building of St Peter's in Parkstone themselves, being unable to raise

the money by public subscription, and, given the presence within the family of an ordained

priest, its first minister was Robert's younger brother, James Culshaw Parr.9 The 'race' was

won by the Longfleet church, St Mary's, for although the two were completed simultaneously,

it was consecrated one day ahead of St Peter's, thus giving the Liberals a victory over the

Tories. Both consecration services were carried out by the Bishop of Bath and Wells.

There was one further indication of the political dimension to the building of the two churches

for in the general election of 1835, the vicar of St Peters voted for the two Tory candidates

whist his counterpart at St Mary's, the Rev. W.B. Clarke, voted Liberal. Both gentlemen stayed

loyal to their parties in the by-election held in that same year and in the general election of

1837.10

The fifth Anglican church, St Michael's in Hamworthy, was actually the second to be built. Like

St Mary's in Longfleet, its building involved W.F.S. Ponsonby and it was he who laid the

7 Usually the town and the manor compromised by each having one member.

8 Hillier, op. cit., pp. 135-138.

9 The Parr proprietorship of St Peter's continued when James retired, for John Parr replaced
him in 1858.

10 Parr also voted Tory in 1841 but Clarke fails to appear in the poll-book for that election.
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foundation stone in September 1825. It was consecrated by the Bishop of Bristol, and all

Sydenham could find to say about it was that it was 'a neat structure.'"

This flurry of Anglican church building reflects the belief among the Bishops that 'the lack of

churches was the greatest problem and wanted legislation' in facing the challenge of a rapidly

urbanising Britain,12 although their concerns were mainly directed towards the new industrial

towns. Certainly in Poole, the outward growth of the town meant that new churches were needed

as in Longfleet, for example, two disused cottages were being used as a place of worship before

St Mary's was built, and it has already been noted that St Paul's came into existence because

of the overcrowding at St James'.

Churchgoing, as well as being a religious activity, was (and is) also a social one. As Seed says.

'The very act of attendance at public worship was a ritual enactment of the existing social and

patriarchal hierarchy.'13 The public nature of church or chapel attendance is well i

illustrated by he way in which the names in the 1835 poll-book were categorised as being 'for

Church and King' or 'Dissent.' The compiler, the ubiquitous John Sydenham, seems to have

known the religious persuasion of every prominent citizen.

Although the only religious census in England took place ten years after the period under

investigation and, based as it was on the evidence of the clergy, is regarded as being a little

suspect. It does, however, suggest that a high percentage of Poole's population were church or

chapel goers. Table 4.1 below reveals the religious affiliations within the town in 1851.

11 Sydenham, op. cit., p.458.

12 A. Llewellyn, The Decade of Reform, the 1830s.(Newton Abbot, 1972), p.458.

13 J. Seed, Theology of Power, in R.J. Morris (ed.), op. cit., p. 138.



Church of England

Congregationalist

Baptists

Quakers

Unitarians

Wesleyan Methodists

Primitive Methodists

Undefined

Roman Catholics

Latter Day Saints

Table 4.1 : Attendance at Poole'

Morning

2202

1043

200

12

40

463

178

120 '

122

-

4380

s Churches and Chapels.

Afternoon

2122

737

-

8

-

240

58

-

-

12

3177

30 March 1851.

Evening

1000

1060

150

-

50

682

193

166

84

60

3445

The above table also reveals the existence and strength of the many dissenting sects in Poole,

particularly the Congregationalists and the Wesleyan Methodists. The former had no need to

build a new church in the post war years, having had a substantial one built in Skinner Street

half a century earlier, in 1777.14 It was, however, enlarged on several occasions, including

1823 when it became possible to seat 1,500 people and in 1822 when an infant school was

added. Sydenham notes that this latter extension was occasionally used for weekday worship and

was capable of seating 300 people. 'The whole of the expenses attendant upon these

14 This happened because of a split between the Unitarians and the Trinitarians, with the
latter being forced out of the original chapel in Hill Street. See H.V.F. Johnstone, A Short
History of Skinner Street United Reform Church. 1777-1977. (Poole, 1977).
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improvements, from 1823, have been about four thousand pounds, - borne by the congregation

itself.'15

The Congregationalists were not alone in extending their premises in order to accommodate

increased membership. The Baptists, for example, now occupied a chapel in Hill Street, built

in 1815 which was 'a neat structure' affording 'accommodation for about 500 worshippers.'16

The Roman Catholics, too, had a new church in West Quay Road opened in June 1839 by the

'Popish sham-bishop of the Western District', as the Dorset County Chronicle acidly put it.17

The Chronicle was particularly incensed by the presence at the ceremony of the Rev. Peter

Jolliffe and the fact that some of Poole's Protestant dissenters had subscribed towards the cost

of the building.

The churches were not, of course, the only new buildings erected during this period. A new

Harbour Office was built in 1822 and earlier, in 1813-14, a new Customs House was built on

the Quay. This latter building, a replacement for one destroyed by fire in April 1813, was

modelled on the town's distinctive Guildhall and was given a frontage that was remarkably

similar. Another Quay-side buiding was the Fish-shambles of 1830, a simple market place where

fishermen could dispose of their catch.

The same year also saw the creation of the town's Library, at the Quay end of the High Street.

The land had been donated by Benjamin Lester-Lester, one of the town's M.P.s and the costs

met by the other, W.F.S. Ponsonby, according to Sydenham. However, the minutes of the

Proprietors and Trustees (for the new Library) of 25 August 1830 refer to 'the property at the

bottom of the High Street' and that Mr Lester 'says that it gives him very great pleasure to have

it in his power to promote so laudable an undertaking by giving the property in question to be

15 Sydenham, op. cit., pp.344-345.

16 Ibid, p.346.

17 Cited in the Poole and Dorset Herald. 21 June 1939, on an article commemorating the
centenary of the church.

90



converted into a Library.'18 Sydenham described the 'room containing the library' as being

'lofty, sufficiently large, and well adapted to the purpose.'19

The Library serves as an illustration of the role of public men20 and the concept of civic duty

in nineteenth century towns, for not only was the building (or the land) provided by the town's

Members of Parliament, but the institution was run by 28 Trustees whose role and duties were

laid down at a meeting of subscribers on 26 June 1830. Whilst the duties were not particularly

onerous, the running of the library being delegated to a committee which met quarterly and a

librarian whose working day, Monday to Saturday, apparently ran from 10 AM to 9 PM, they

were nevertheless, responsible for the safety (in 1839) of almost 1,700 books21 and the money

paid in by subscribers.

The Trustees are named in the Library's first catalogue and they are revealed as being

representative of the town's mercantile elite. The two M.P.s head the list followed by four

Garlands and members of families such as the Jolliffes, Kemps, Penneys and Ledgards. As the

initiative for founding the library came from members of the existing Book (or Reading) Society,

and their 'upwards of six hundred volumes'22 formed the basis of the new collection, the urge

to share the pleasure they derived from books is another manifestation of the concept of civic

duty. As the resolution passed at the meeting called in March 1830 to establish the library rather

grandly states '(it would prove a source of rational enjoyment and relaxation to the supporters

18 Preface to A Catalogue of Books in the Town and County of Poole Library. (Poole,
1832), p.XV.

19 Sydenham, p. cit., p.431.

20 As two of the Library's Trustees were women, the term 'public men' is something of a
misnomer.

21 Sydenham's figures.

22 A Catalogue of Books in the Town and County of Poole Library, pp. V-VI.
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of it generally, afford the means of instruction and improvement to the rising generation, and

be productive of important advantages to posterity.'23

The Library was one of several institutions established in Poole around the year 1830. The Poole

Scientific and Mechanics' Institute came into being in early 1832, with the aim of 'beneficially

employing those leisure hours, which are too often spent by young people in idleness if not, in

scenes of immorality.'24 A similar moral tone had been expressed by the founders of the

Library, their hostility being particularly directed towards novels 'the majority of which set

common sense, common decency, and fine writing at defiance, and alike outrage the head and

the heart. '25 The Trustees relented slightly in their attitude as the preface continued and stated

that they would admit certain, established novels such as those by Smollett and Fielding, which

they recognised as being worthy of a place 'in the ranks of standard English literature. '26

'...our Book Clubs.' said Wilkie Collins, 'How paramount are the dull people there! How they

hug to their rigid bosoms Voyages and Travels! How they turn their intolerant backs on novels!

How resolutely they get together, in packed body, on the committee, and impose their joyless

laws on the yielding victims of the club who secretly want to be amused! '27

A variation on the Library, which with its initial fee of £10 and its annual subscription of a

guinea made it very much an institution for the better-off, was the Bethel Society, founded in

1828. It had 'the purpose of furnishing Seamen with Libraries on board their ships, and of

establishing a Chapel and a Reading-room for Sailors and Fishermen, and a Sunday School for

23 Ibid, p.II.

24 Document S.I 143, Poole Borough Archives.

25 Ibid.

26 Ibid.

27 Wilkie Collins, Mv Miscellenies (1863), cited in B. Dennis and D. Skilton (eds.), Reform
and Intellectual Debate in Victorian England. (Beckenham, 1987), pp.203-4.
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their Children.'28 In 1833 the Committee published a report outlining the Society's progress

and listing the subscribers with the amounts they had given. These included Benjamin Lester-

Lester who was the most generous at one guinea - the norm was half-a-crown.

The Society's annual meeting was chaired by the merchant John Gosse and the document

prepared by the Secretary, the master-mariner Gilbert Tulloch, His short report contains a

sentence which reveals the prevailing attitude of the better-off in Poole towards their poorer

neighbour when lamenting the low attendances at the Sunday School. 'Your committee', wrote

Tulloch, 'are, nevertheless, encouraged to persevere, in the hope that, altho' many of them may

not live to see the reward of their exertions, the labours of those who have devoted their time

to this sadly benighted class of persons, will, in the end be blessed.'29

The 1830s saw the first hesitant steps towards, state funding of education, an area which had long

been 'the preserve of private enterprise and voluntary organisations. '30 Thus when involving

itself in this contentious area, contentious because of differing opinions between Tory Anglicans

and Liberal Dissenters on just what was the purpose of education, the state had little option but

to use the churches (in the broadest sense of the word) or their agencies. The most importntof

these were the largely, but not exclusively, nonconformist British and Foreign Bible Society and

the Anglican National Society for the Education of the Children of the Poor in the Principles of

the Established Church.

The first of these steps occurred in 1833 with Brougham's grant of £20,000 from public funds

to be divided between the two societies in order to build school-houses and to promote

elementary education. The grant, which became an annual sum, was not divided equally for, as

Llewellyn points out, 'By 1838 the National Society had received £70,000 and the British &

28 Fifth Anniversary of the Poole Bethel Society. Document S.I 147, Poole Borough
Archives.

29 Ibid.

30 R.K. Webb, op. cit., p.265.
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Foreign Society £30,000. '31 Not unnaturally, far more 'National' schools came into existence

than 'British' ones32 and it was the former type that was first established in Poole.

The new school was opened in 1835, replacing the Free School which dated from the

seventeenth century.33 Sydenham mentions that 'In February 1835, the old school house was

exchanged for other ground belonging to the corporation on which a new school house has been

erected.' The new school was to be used as 'a place of religious instruction for children of both

sexes, of the poorer classes in and near the town of Poole, in the principles of the established

church...'34 He later explained that the corporation had contributed £100 and the National

Society £150 towards the cost of erecting the new building, with the remainder of the money

coming from private contributions and a long-established charity within the town. By 1839, the

year Sydenham published his History, the school roll consisted of 137 boys and 96 girls.35

The directories reveal the existence of several private establishments, Pigot's of 1834, for

example, lists nine (compared with only three in 1823), plus the Free School mentioned above,

all but one in the old town. Miss Moore's boarding school at Parkstone was the exception. The

number of schools and academies remained more or less constant over the next ten years, Pigot's

of 1842 having eight private establishments, and it was only in the 1850s that more state-aided

schools were listed. Kelly's Post Office Directory records the existence of a British School, plus

a Roman Catholic one in West Street.

31 Llewellyn, op. cit., p.204.

32 By 1851 there were 17,000 National Schools compared with 1,500 British Schools. J.
Richardson, The Local Historians Encyclopedia. (New Barnet, 1974), pp. 148-149.

33 Poole, unlike Wimborne, did not have an endowed Grammar School, despite its long
mercantile tradition.

34 Sydenham, op. cit., pp. 408-9.

35 Ibid, p.454.
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Education provision in Poole was of a limited nature. Lacking a traditional grammar school, the

merchants and their like sent their sons away to be educated, as the Kemps had done in 1796,

albeit only as far as Weymouth. 36 Perversely, only the children who found themselves in the

new Union Workhouse could expect an education as of right.

The problems, whether social or political, that were becoming apparent in England in the first

half of the century needed solutions and needed them quickly. Political reform was

comparatively straightforward in the sense that all that was needed was a will to amend the

system and this was eventually begun in the 1830s. Social reform was more difficult to bring

about because, by definition, it meant changing society rather than an administrative system. As

the nineteenth century progressed, those in positions of power and influence, at whatever level,

and in whatever community, sought a means of ameliorating the lot of those below them.

In a society where '....property was everywhere the dominant institution of the realm'37 it was

perhaps inevitable that those who owned it should become aware that a solution lay in 'the social

duties of wealth.'38 Thus it can be seen that in Poole, as in probably every town and

community in the kingdom, a belief in paternalism (although it was yet to be so named) was

developing, even where the problems were minor compared to those in the great industrial cities.

David Roberts certainly saw this period as one when a new moral attitude was emerging,

pointing out that between 1827 and 1847 'some eighteen...English writers published more than

thirty books that espoused paternalistic social ideas.' Presumably he meant books devoted solely

to the topic, for he adds that these same decades 'saw an endless outpourings of novels,

36 Beamish et al., (1976) op. cit., p.71.

37 D. Roberts, Paternalism in Early Victorian England. (New Brunswick, New Jersey, 1979),
p.32.

38 Ibid, p.26
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pamphlets, and articles that championed the same principles.'39 Thomas Chalmers (a 'stern

Calvinist' and 'Scotland's most famous minister'40) in his 1826 work The Christian and Civic

gconomv of Large Towns maintained that it was not for the state to provide for the less

fortunate, but 'church and property'.41 Chalmer's most important work was not part of the

initial collection for establishing Poole's new library, but an even more influential one, Paley's

Moral and Political Philosophy was, along with four other books by that eighteenth century

writer.

The Public Library, the Bethel Society, the Mechanics' Institute and earlier creations such as

Garland's Almshouses (of 1812) and even the new churches all indicate an increasingly formal

and even rigid social framework being established. This feeling that property had 'its duties as

well as its rights'42 is revealed in the publications associated with the new institutions. The

preface to the Library Catalogue of 1832, for example, remarks that only 'a permanent library

well stocked with Standard Works of reference,' can offer 'those in the ordinary walks of

life....a gratifying relief from the laborious duties of active employment and a source of the

purest pleasure to the well-regulated mind. '43

The leaflet advertising the new Scientific and Mechanics' Institute, in addition to its warnings

to the young about the way they spent their leisure hours, felt obliged to point out that classes

'are instructed gratuitously by gentlemen who have consented to devote an hour in each week

for the benefit of those who attend them.>44 Paternalism cannot be equated with policy in the

sense that modern governments have (or maintain they have) policies. Instead it was a reaction

39 Ibid, p.25.

40 Ibid, p.26.

41 Ibid, p.25.

42 Ibid, p.32.

43 A Catalogue.... p . l .

44 Document S.I 143, Poole Borough Archives. The italics are the writer's.
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by those with wealth (and therefore power) to social circumstances that they feared might

overwhelm them. It was not particularly new, for wealthy men had long endowed their

communities with schools, almshouses and even workhouses. What was new was the scale and

consistency of paternalism as it developed m the early nineteenth century and Poole was not

immune from it. One central aspect of this development was 'the problem of the poor*5 and the

nation's and Poole's attempt at dealing with it will now be examined in more detail.

THE POOLE UNION WORKHOUSE

The new building intended for the poorest section of Poole's population was located in

Longfleet, housing those who were undoubtably at the very bottom of the town's social structure

and whose poverty had forced them to become the responsibility of the recently established

Poole Union and inmates of its newly built workhouse. The building at Longfleet had been

erected in response to the 1834 Poor Law Amendent Act and had replaced the workhouse in

West Street that had existed since 1739 and had always been 'amply sufficient for the purposes

of the parish.'46 Two years before the 1834 Act, the Poole Workhouse had received a visit

from a Mr Okeden, an Assistant Commissioner of Enquiry for Dorset. His report gave the total

number of inmates in December 1832 as 129, made up of the following:

Old and infirm men, some above 90 37

Ditto women, three above 92 42

Under 13 years old, boys 21

Ditto girls 29

129

Each individual cost the parish 3/10d a week and this economic prudence obviously impressed

Mr Okeden for, as he reported, 'I have selected the town of Poole as an instance of the best

45 Llewellyn, op. cit., p.95.

46 Sydenham, op. cit., p.435.
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management of the poor I have met with.' He went on to say that '...all that relates to the

government of the poor, seems to me to be of unrivalled excellence.M7

Once the Act became law, Poole was required to establish a new parochial union incorporating

St James' and several of the neighbouring parishes and tythings.48 This was done on 2

November 1835 and, as Sydenham noted, 'the expenditure for the poor in each parish has been

considerably reduced.' Sydenham cites figures which show that in the seventeen months fromthe

creation of the Union, in the parish of St James', the annual reduction of the charge upon the

parish was £903.3.Od.49 This was in keeping with the hopes of the Act's supporters and the

national trend. Crowther states that 'the total cost of poor relief also fell, from nearly £7 million

in 1833 to £4 million in 1837.'50

The new act brought a fundamental change to the way that the less fortunate members of the

community were treated for whereas before '...few had doubted that the gentry, clergy and

famers should control, superintend and care for those beneath them'51, now a new, literally less

parochial system was introduced. As Himmelfarb notes, a central feature of the Report by the

Royal Commission charged with inquiring into the administration and practical operation of the

Poor Laws was 'the proposal that relief for the able-bodied and their families be given only

within the confines of the workhouse.' The universal establishment of such institutions 'required

a greater degree of government involvement....than was entailed in outdoor relief and the

creation of a central board with 'commissioners and assistant commissioners empowered to

47 Ibid, pp. 349-440.

48 The various parishes and tythings were represented by 11 elected Guardians: St James'
4, Canford Magna, 1, Lytchett Minster, 1, Lytchett Matravers, 1, Hamworthy, 1, Tything of
Kinson, 1, Tything of Parkstone, 1, and Tything of Longfleet, 1.

49 Sydenham, op. cit., pp. 441-2.

50 M.A. Crowther, The Workhouse System. 1834 - 1929. (Athens, Georgia, 1982), p.35.

51 D.Roberts, op. cit., p.61.
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