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The thesis presented here proposes that during the
nineteenth and twentieth century, progressive developments
in democratic and aesthetic practice, theory, materials and
equipment, have constructively contributed to the making of
socialist humanist history. It is alsoc contended that this
can even happen when the work has not been carried through
with socialist and humanist intentions. Further, contrary
to Gorz's thesis that we could say 'farewell to the working
class', it is argued in Marx and the Moderns that social
progress is intrisically connected activities of the wage
labourer or working people to gether with the work of
artists and craftworkers.

Chapter one indicates some of the historical sites and
notable periods of history for this contention. The theme
of the 'Crisis of Communism' as raised in New Times 1is
considered and the legacies which have quickened the pace
of history.

The second chapter reports on the continuing crises
and contradictions of capitalism. It considers the question
of whether science and art are woven into humanism and the
progress of peace and justice together with the development
of knowledge, enlightenment and enchantment.

Chapter three looks at and discusses maturing social
and political vocations and identities. Thought is given to
the guestion of what considerations encourage people to
want to be artists and democratic activists.

Chapter four explores the challenges posed by seeking
to live and create authentically with regards to different
forms of art. Since the mid nineteenth century new social
and economic vistas, contours, grammars, tones, shapes and
colours have provided numerous exciting and thought
provoking contributions opening the windowg of many
stifling households.

The fifth chapter provides an artistic review of five
produced pieces with art and function. A painting, a
sculpture, a play, a piece of music and a housing
development. Thev are considered weaving in the themes of
enchantment and nractical usefulness. Recounting +the
'‘expressionist debate' the themes of reason, art and
historically developing class societies are considered.

The last chapter provides support for the thesis that
democratic activities assist socialists and humanists as
fellow travellers which shall bring about the rewards of
more humane, iust and neaceful international societies.
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Introduction

"Men make their own history but they do not make it exactly as they
choose, they make it in circumstances directly given and transmitted
from the past” (1) wrote Marx in the Eighteenth Brummaire of Louis
Napoleon his account of the 1848 Paris uprising. Marx and the Moderns;
Artistic and Democratic Contributions to Socialist Humanism asserts that
contributions from art and democracy to a developing socialist humanist
cosmology can be acknowledged as increasing the likelihood that
international socialism will be the bases of future political economic
relations, and that these contributions to the making of human history

are significant and to be treasured.

However, the process of estrangement, alienation and loss of direction
or purpose have visited all the great characters of history. It is the
moment of acknowledgment of limitations and abilities and reception to

asking for and giving assistance to historical changes.

Rousseau's 'estrangement', Marx's ’'exile', Lenin's reading of Hegel's
Logic, which turned him inside out, Matisse's frustration with the 'damn
vocation' of art, Sarire's identification of 'Nothingness' and Illich's
Celebration of Awareness are technically and philosophically distinct but
were the basis for much of the constructive work of progressive
historical transformation.

The exploration of these themes of labour, originality and creative
loneliness drive us to question the very use of our labour, speaking,
writing, producing etc. The conclusion that loved labour and the
application of skill and technical knowledge can contribute to
overcoming alienation is peppered throughout their written work and
some biographical events of their lives.

In the 'modern age' though, the development of technology and social
understanding have led to the anxieties of the 'Global village'. True
stories of emaciated children, waring adults, impoverished workers,

imprisoned protesters and much else besides can be brought to a sitting

! Marx The 18th Brummaire of Louis Napoleon Foreign Language Press,
1975, p21.




room via satelite or T.V. the kitchen or car by radio, the train by

newspaper, the office by fax and telephone.

Is alienation or estrangement necessary or even likely as the late
twentieth century is coming to an end or are solidarites, sympathies and

international understanding increasing?

To consider these questions, of what is right and wrong, true or false,
reasonable or unreasonable can though, still cast us out from society.
For the artist and the political activist alike this leads to commitments
to be true to onesself, raised by this formulation of historical
consciousness, we are immediately immersed in the realm of history and
human nature, of metaphysics and transformability. We must address the
ideas which suggest how and why human beings and their circumstances
change over time. But also we have the capacity to 'imagine' or capture
the past, the present and the future in a way of seeing;
No reality is more essential to our self awareness than history. It
shows us the broadest horizon of mankind, brings us the contents
of tradition upon which our life is built, shows us standards by
which to measure the present, frees us from the unconscious
bondage to our own age, teaches us to see man in his highest
possibilities and his imperishable creations (2).
Marx and the Moderns argues that socialist humanism provides the
broadest horizons and has a diverse and substantial content which
encourages the thought that more just societies are possible. Wwith the
assistance of artistic and democratic contributions, an under-
acknowledged history is referred to and given praise as a constructive
way of considering the building of more just societies with dynamic
vistas and healthy possibilities.

By illuminating a theoretical and historical background to the
perplexities and crisis of Communism and the economic and social

contradictions of capitalism, the patrimony of socialism is considered as
critique and as being capable of helping guide thoughts, activities,
imagination, perceptions and relations of justice for the good of future

generations.

. K. Jaspers Way to Wisdom




Artistic and scientific contributions to knowledge, inventiveness,
education and making the world better, safer, more liberating and more
just are then considered. By acknowledging that workers and citizens
should befit from constructive contributions, good quality arts and
uctive are given praise but also the justice of their distribution is
considered. Exclusion by experts or prohibitive pricing is argued
against and the problem of judgement about deciding what art is good?
what decent material are? and how scientific knowledge can be used for
the wellbeing of humanity deliberated upon, especially with reference to
its modern exponents, i.e. from the late eighteenth century to the late

twentieth century.

The fourth chapter concludes the background work of the thesis by
offering theoretical considerations, explanations and descriptions of the
learnt, natural and intuitive processes develop someone's capacities and
commitment to art and democratic activities. From this basis less
cynical contributions to the lifeworld and the world for future

generations can be made.

The following two chapters explore contributions of art and from artists,
considering both the theoretical-philosophical element and the practical
application of artistic design and art objects to both workaday life and
longer periods of history. The possibility of a socialist art is raised
and the humanist component of art which is created even by some
masters of their art who do not by their own account of themselves
consider themselves to be socialist.

The proliferation of art movements during the first fifth of the
twentieth century, notably expressionism, modernism, vorticism,
surrealism (of Breton and Magritte), cubism, constructivism and
abstraction brought art to bear on the life of twentieth century citizens
and workers in ways that were never before imagined, let alone
discussed. These sincere contributions to more humanised, less
alienated societies, where the mental and physical labour of work can
be more aligned, even for and individual carrying out diverse activities,

were central to the artists concerns and deserve public consideration.

Shaping and enquiring as to the itinerary of activities, of aesthetic

environments and actually questioning fellow citizens and workers,



artists thereby carry a special responsibility if also reward, by which
it is possible to consider the huge question of the longevity and
influence of art and consideration of the place and consequence of the

soul, or heart if you like, in art.

Five art pieces, Stravinsky's Rite of Spring, Kandinsky's Painting Red-
Yellow-Blue, Brecht's play Galileo, Oud's architectural plans Spangen
houses, Moore's sculpture Reclining Figure (1929) and a discussion of
jazz and contributions to the alignment of fine art and craftsmanship

complete chapter five.

The final chapter provides a theoretical framework and evidence for the
constructive contribution to political and industrial democracy by
humanists and socialists as a modification of socialism as the
dictatorship of the proletariat and alternative to capitalist class
relations. By reviewing the development of industrial democracy and
political democracy, with reference to activities intended to negotiate
more justice, democracy and recognition of labour as essentially human,
the attempt to bring about a more dynamic, inclusive and democratic
structure of decision making since the nineteenth century has been
signposted. Both psychological and more organised class-organisational
responses were discussed and likely and possible trends for future
activities, thoughts and ideas of a strengthening socialist and humanist
cosmology were suggested on the basis of past evidence and
theoretically more assured trajectories.
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CHAPTER 1

PERPLEXITIES OF COMMUNISM
The Times They Are a Changing

During the last two decades of the twentieth century men, women and
children of every state and society have experienced no small measure
of political, social, cultural and economic reorientation. The end of the
'Cold War' and the brittle peace that has followed, has brought with it
a torrent of descriptions, analyses and redescriptions of the future for
people during the twenty first century. The collapse of the Soviet Union
and many 'communist' states was perhaps the most unexpected of these

social phenomena.

Socialism it has been argued, provided the most rational and just means
of organising society. The distorted manifestation of socialism to be
found in the Soviet Union and Comecon states and societies however,
did not show itself to be as just and humane as could have been
thought from reading the books and pamphlets about equal, free and
Just societies which socialists foresee. The predicted collapse of
capitalism, made by socialists and many social democrats, failed to
materialise, despite recurring inequality, unemployment, poverty and the
threats and occasional actuality of state legitimised violence meted out
by politicians whose first port of call has been the armed forces or

police when social disquiet begins.

There has been an accumulation of evidence that societies on all five
continents, notionally referred to as 'capitalist liberal democracies' and
'third worid states', that destabilisation and reorientation is also taking
place. From Ethiopia to China, from South Africa to Nicaragua, from
Canada to Britain, numerous instances of social change were bristling
under the veneer of social stability. Governments were changed by
people and social forces as the political economy of industrial production
and other economic relationships were revealing different fissures and
coherence to those the incumbent government were apparently working
to.



Even for those who asked people to seriously consider the argument
that societal improvements will be brought about by a social-democratic
approach towards political and economic progress, there were questions
raised. An aggressive spell of belligerent neo-liberalism and the lack
of significant change to patterns of the distribution of wealth and social
power, brought concern for the future of social democratic politics and

welfare and public investment led economic production.

Elected leaders of state, such as Margaret Thatcher, Ronald Reagan and
Helmut Kohl brought setbacks for workers and citizens rights, and pay
and conditions. Trade Union participation in the democracy of
production was given short shrift and the expected evolutionary
improvement to the well being of people as members of a society fell on

rocky ground.

The sight of starving people from Sudan and Ethiopia while food
mountains and grain mountains were burnt and destroyed was
scandalous. The continued exploitation of working people from Asia,
Latin America and elsewhere gave few signs that decent wages and
improved working conditions were imminent. The growing inequality of
income per person, of health care and of education provision between
the rich and the poor suggested inequality remained a problem to be

gvercome.

However, progressive opinion was given succour by the election of
Nelson Mandela, Mikael Gorbechev, Vaclav Havel, Daniel Ortega, Shimon
Perez and many more women and men of a variety of economic, cultural
and geographical backgrounds who were articulating the possibility of
a more humane and Jjust future. There were other concrete social
indicators which showed progress from the stale claustrophobic and
sometimes tyrannical vistas of the past. The progressive side of the

dialectic of progress was barely ahead of reaction and violent menace.

Governments elected to maintain or bring about justice and actively
support means which help bring about the well being of all their
societies people, with an intelligent and democratic orientation, were

falling woefully short of the ambitions they presented. A central precept



to many of the claims is notion that every man is born equal and free
(}). However, even a small cross section of peoples socio-economic
biographies from conception to the grave provides plenty of evidence
that people are unlikely to acquire an equality of wealth, health, travel,

power, status and other benefits of life, nor of equal quality.

Good democratic practice has, as yet, been unable to bring about the
promise of these rights. Therefore, many of the leading intellectuals
and best minds of society are exercised revisiting and reconsidering the
way leadership, consultation and understanding of the political and
economic relations within and between states, might best be practised.

However, the description of societal progress and of what societies could
be like after a government has been elected and the means by which
their ambitions will be achieved, are contested. Consensual agreement
is rare, and the most dominant and formidable arguments sustained for
the past two hundred years are based substantially upon three

different constellations of consensuses.

These are described by Mannheim as the Utopias which inspire the
political and economic wishes of the twentieth century. Known
familiarly, as conservatism, liberalism and socialism (2) it could be said

these are the ambitions for heaven on earth.

In order to contribute to considerations of which heaven is ascending
and which are less believed, it is argued in this thesis, that as a
starting point, we should first acknowledge shortcomings the description
of mankind as a 'species being', in order to get a grasp on the reasons
why some people are poor, starving, barely heard or overlooked, while
others are rich, famous and perhaps seen and heard more than is good

for them or for extending intellectual and ethical enfranchisement.

: The title of man is now widely acknowledged to include all
humankind, as a species, to which all men and women belong. Each
should enjoy the same rights, opportunities, freedoms, obligations and
potential to participate regardless of ethnicity, creed, religion, gender.

L Mannheim Ideology and Utopia Routledge, 1960, first published in
England 1936.




On the other hand it is also important to acknowledge that a
humanitarian outlook sustains an interdependent mind and active
creative imagination that is rarely at rest. The owl of Minerva.

It will be argued in this thesis that since the earliest socialist writing
there have been democratic and artistic contributions to the genesis of
socialist humanism. Many of these remain available for interest and
pleasure and offer plausible contributions to the improvement of
societies. Further, that these inform some understanding of late
twentieth century societies and are likely to play a significant part in

helping bring about more just and enchanted societies of the future.

So, while socialist humanists do support the cause of the well being of
all humanity, the obvious inequalities between people of different social
and economic classes of wealth, power and ability require critical
interpretation. In order to encourage progress towards making more
just societies human action is the constructive contribution which can

help bring it about.

The socialist humanist tradition has numerous starting points and many
currents and eddies. These have distinctive features as they unfold in
different societies and often reflect the features of the state, country
and the elected or appointed government and institutions. From this
basis it is possible to apprehend the evolution of each individual society
as showing different emphasis and moving at different paces. But also,
it becomes possible to collate an wvast amount of information and
interpretations from which interesting comparisons can be made. The
recognition of trade unions, of civil processes of law and citizens
economic and civil rights, provide a basis upon which the progress of

more socialist relations can be assessed.

The evidence of common ideals, struggles, purposes and ways of
humanity making society operative though, is very strong despite
differences between societies. Schools, industries, governments, sites
of production, transport and a myriad of human creations and
associations bring communality, and show societies to be similar in a
number of ways, even if these are of very different quality and

s



quantity in different societies. However the diaspora of once tightly
woven religious and ethnic communities and their replacement by more
common class experiences and relations, has created difficulties for
those who have been trying to bring together loosely associated trends
and contributions associated with humanism and particularly its socialist

component.

The similarities and differences of social phenomena within the
geographical and political boundaries of a society and those which cross
societal borders have led social theorists and social scientists to ask,
and try to answer many interesting questions about the nature of these

phenomena, their trajectory and the processes which shape them,

It is then the task of this work, to make reference to and shed light
upon the enormous help democratic activities, art and social theory and
social science can be assisting citizens and workers in the move towards
more Jjust and equitable societies. By raising questions about the
inclusivity of democratic negotiations, the way grievances might be
raised and resolved, and the possibility of bringing new or interesting
ideas to the political and economic sites for consideration, more informed

Jjudgments can be made.

The issues involved are faced up to by people from all societies.
However, not all members of society see or feel the dissolution of these
difficulties to be possible by the same means. This matter raises the
perplexity of describing mankind as a species being, repeatedly
described by Marx as an ideological mechanism of distorting the
important contribution to the dissolution of class societies by the

acceptance of actual class divisions.

Although during the late twentieth century, Marx's categories have been
accused of being 'gender and race blind’ (3), the humanist reading of
Marx's work encourages a decent appreciation of the recognition of
gender and ethnic differences while discouraging class blindness, and
acceptance that class divisions of society remain to be dismantled.

s Hartman 'The Unhappy Marriage of Marxism and Feminism' in 'New
Society' Vol 6, June, 1979.



The tradition of socialist humanism has enhanced Marxism by bringing
to light these matters of concern for human fellowship. It will be with
this view that 'Marx and the Moderns' will be continued, without
detracting from Marx's huge contribution to historical, political and

economic understandings.

The opening remark of this thesis is one of Marx's identification of class
history and class conflict. The hope and expectation of its ending,
thought Marx, was to be brought about by the working class with
leadership from communists and the Communist party taking the firmest
hand in the transformation of class societies into classless socialist

societies.

within fifty years of Marx making his first mark, as the first to
discover and explain class history, the work of sociologist E. Durkheim
provided further social explanation and social research from which
social issues could be considered by governments, academics and people
willing or able to obtain the information he had gathered. For example,
Durkheim's work on understanding the dynamic of societal phenomena
by conceiving of the notion that ‘social facts are things' was significant
and original. His studies of the division of labour, education, religion
and suicide were 'social facts' or ‘'things', which in his view,
governments, social scientists and relevant or concerned citizens and
workers could do something about, in order to make the society function
better, be more equal and harmonious. He thought this could only be
brought about by socialism.

The study of these societal phenomena provides a base for comparisons
and a measure of the well being and advancement of societal ambitions,
with which humanists, as previously mentioned, are concerned. The
legacy of Hegel continued through Lenin, Lukacs, Marcuse and
Dunayevskaya is associated with the relationship between the working
class and socialism, and its humanist qualities will be considered.
Gramsci's interesting and insightful studies add an additional quality

which shall be discussed, particularly with regards to ‘'organic



intellectuals’, academic rigour and the practice of art and democratic

participation.

These approaches will be returned to throughout this thesis in an
attempt to help the reader recognise why class and society have been
of such crucial relevance to political concerns. Further, there have
been many good and thought provoking studies and books completed
which show an appreciation of socio-economic class relations to social

institutions.

In addition to the issues of class and democracy when considering
progress towards democratic practice at work and in the political
process, there has also been an increasingly conspicuous contribution
from artistically exciting and interesting contributions and features.
Making more functional, interesting, social and beautiful, public and
workplace buildings, travel systems, parks, gardens, bridges, residential
dwellings and other infrastructural constructions, have been built, when
financial priorities have permitted. This has led both to higher

expectations and more soul sating experience of public and home life.

This is an ongoing task and as well as progressive tendencies there are
also some numbingly regressive manifestions of the social good, such as
aesthetically dull factories, mediocre housing developments and poor
planing for integrated transportation, or regard for peoples leisure time.

The wvisual, practical and emotional experiences of public life are
blessed, in many respects as an improvement from how they were a
century ago. Workplace's are less commonly like the 'dark satanic mills'
which Blake looked disapprovingly upon, but many are still along way
short of the factories which could be like cathedrals, with stained glass
windows, sculptures and paintings which William Morris argued for.

Paintings, architecture, literature, poetry, theatre, sculpture, textile
work and even movies offer the mediums for conveying ideas and
practices which overcome class relations. Requiring sensitive treatment,
intelligence and a vocabulary of perceptual literacy, the soul and the

ego of the social individual who is the creative or representational



artist also needs to be considered through their art and in their

relationship to society.

Craft and design like fine art, for example, has lovingly produced some
excellent and beautiful work, and these should be available to all. And
to argue with Wwilliam Morris, this thesis supports the ambition to break
down the distinction between fine art and craftsmanship. But there are
those who regard these as unbridgeable distinctions and level
accusations of philistinism at those who admire craft and enjoy the small

pleasures of functionally operative design.

The so called 'hard sciences', one may think, would be immune from the
temperaments of artistic perceptions, but physics, chemistry, biology,
mathematics, astronomy and related engineering and ecological sciences
have been and remain to be viewed and thought about with different

perceptions and mental categories.

From the early 16th century when Copernicus, formulated the
heliocentric theory of the solar system, until the late 17th century when
Leibnitz, Newton, Boyle, Descartes and other eminent scientists,
philosophers and mathematicians developed frameworks and theories for
modern physics, chemistry and bioclogy, a substantial basis for scientific
research has been established. The discovery of elements, new theories
of motion, of astronomical phenomena, of phenomena of natural history
as well as the creation of calculus and numerous physical laws, of
liquids, gases, solids, of electricity and light provide a huge basis for
a vast amount of scientific research.

But there have also been disagreements between the philosophers,
scientists and artists. Leibnitz for example wrote a critique of Locke's
Essay on the Human Understanding' arguing against the notion of the
tabula rasa, the soul as a blank tablet. Considering both the view of the
Platonic doctrine of reminiscence and by questioning the necessity of
acquiring everything by apperception, Leibniz acknowledged two sources
of knowledge, the senses and reflection. By sustained reasoning he
reached the conclusion that



"a substance can not exist without activity, and that there never
exists a body without motion ... I believe that reason supports it,
and this is one of the proofs which I use for refuting the theory
of atoms ... and by virtue of insensible variations, two individual
things can never be perfectly alike, and that they must always
differ more than numerically. This at once puts out of court the
blank tablets of the soul, a soul without thought, a substance
without action, the void in space, atoms and even particles not
actually divided in matter™ (4).

william Blake asks for God to save us from the sleepiness of Newton's
theories (5). Orage, a Fabian editor of ‘New Age' developed his ethical
and spiritual rejection of capitalism, in the light of reading Carlyle,
Ruskin and Morris and the corresponding notions of science and

progress.

Einstein, Hertzenburg and other twentieth century physical scientists
further shook the foundations of scientific knowledge and there remain
many disagreements between scientists about the status of the
knowledge of the scientists discoveries and theories. Whether it has
been quantum physics, chaos theory, science for the Gaia theory of
natural history, the 'big bang' theory of the history of the universe or
questions of experimental inconsistency, many scientists have raised
awareness of the difficulty that is raised by the knowledge scientists
provide us with. Though gaining public respect, many scientists are
now being more commonly questioned as to the ethics and politics of
their work, not because they do not make true discoveries, but that
their discoveries lend themselves to particular conceptions of the future

of humanity and so to relations and sense of justice of societies.

The spectacularly diverse genealogy of perceptions of the natural living
world and wuniverse, has had significant effects on the state of
consciousness of many workers and societies citizens, as have

corresponding or alternative theories of human nature. Plausible

4 See Robinson (ed) Leibniz: Philosophical Writings, Dent, 1983.

) Blake Complete Poems Oxford, 1989.

9



explanations by which the future historical directions of societies,
classes and citizens can be understood are therefore often at odds with

one another.

Trotsky for example, thought that the future destination of the working
class and the bourgeoisie were to be entirely different (6), while
convergence theorists such as Kerr thought that citizens of modern

societies were destined for much more similar collective fates (7).

However, one common theme that has a growing number of supporters
is that building more just societies of the future has developed from a
notion that the good of society is a consequence of something other
than just the miraculous work of God. Acting and thinking for
'goodness sake' and legitimately 'thanking goodness' has become more
a part of conscious activity, and the recognition of heaven and earth.
The reduction of hellishness or its recreation are often humanities'

responsibility.

Making a better, safer world and more free and just societies, as
understood by this way of reasoning, is a consequence of human labour
and human mastery. In this socialist lineage Ruskin, like Marx, thought
human labour reproduced society and the hand controlled by the mind
of the worker to be the most powerful tool in the universe. Human
labour he said, is priceless. To give attention to human made articles
and to maintain their good condition, is likewise a valuable source of
keeping things functioning, clean and decent, which when goods are

reused is of immense significance.

Competing explanations for how just and free societies come about, were
thereby developed. The epistemological differences between schools of
social and political theorists as well as between natural scientists, were
evident, and not all could be said to agree whole heartedly with one
another.

6 Trotsky Art and Revolution Redwords, 1991, pl38.

7 Kerr Post-Industrial Society Penguin, 1962.

10



Rousseau for example, wrote in favour of the causes of freedom, equality

and for the development of a just Social Contract (8). By developing

an historical changing view of human societies, he paid attention to the
removal of the chains of the past and re-education for future
transformations, particularly by means of participative democracy.
Hegel, in his Phenomenology of Spirit (1806) and Philosophy of Right

(1821), asked us to believe that social 'mind’ was the mover of history
and gave knowledge of absolutes. For Hegel, historical developments
could be identified by four epochs culminating in Christian freedom and

modern states with equal citizens.

Marx slightly differently to Hegel, thought that mind and imagination
were attached to sensuous human beings and that the collective
activities and the reasoning minds of the oppressed class were the
movers of history. Marx thought that the most significant movers of
history during the epoch of capitalism were the conscious working class
and the communist party and that it was a fiction to argue that those

who inherit positions of power or influence change society one jot.

In his gigantic three volume work, Capital (9‘), Marx stated that he
thought that his own work was utilising the methodology and inteliectual
illumination which natural scientists used. ‘Just as Darwin discovered
the laws of natural history, so Marx discovered the history of human
societies’ (1881) said Engels at Marx's grave side.

J.S. Mill somewhat differently argued that truth is superior to faisehood,
and freedom and genius are important explanatory motivations for the
development of the ethics and thoughts of citizens of modern

‘representative democracies' (1871).

By the turn of the 18th century, Durkheim, argued that we could think
of social phenomena as indicators of the development of society towards

greater harmony and social justice. Scon after, Sigmund Freud and

g Rousseau The Social Contract Penguin, 1991.

5 Marx Capital in Marx and Engeis The Complete Works Lawrence
and Wwishart, 1975.

11



Carl Jung were to argue that the comprehension of psychological
phenomenon could significantly contribute to understanding the human
condition and social well being. There are overlapping sentiments and
explanations between each view but there are also some irreconcilable
disagreements and differences. These can not be jointly accommodated,
although humanism does provide a means whereby it is possible to begin
to grasp why each saw society, social phenomena and even some natural

phenomena so differently.

Despite the differences of approach to discoveries, inventions, enquiry
and creativity, societal reorganisations and the voicing of grievances
were made at a breath taking pace. It became more widely believed
that what was additionally put into the world, as word, art object,
utilitarian object, or attending to that which was already present, was
not just a matter of the actions of a good and unknowable God. The
activities and creativity were actions built upon a basis of humanities
reason and imagination and even follies were reasoned decadence.

Paine, Robespierre, Jefferson, Goethe, Montesqgieu, Wollstonecraft and
political activists and pamphleteers of that revolutionary spell of time
all appealed to the good of human reasoning above the acceptance the
divine right of kings. By the early 19th century Hegel was to write

'Reason is sovereign of the world' (w).

Marcuse considered Hegel's system to "bring to a close the entire epoch
in modern philosophy that began with Descartes and had embodied the
basic ideas of modern society" (“).

Hegel thought that human history could only be understood if grasped
with thoughts and perceptions which acknowledged a dialectical
inheritance and historical motion. The dialectical method Hegel argued,
makes it possible to explain the past and make predictions about the

future of societies. Marx described this as the progress from thesis,

1 Hegel The Philosophy of Right Oxford University Press, 1967.

1 Marcuse Reason and Revolution Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1973,
p2b2.
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via anti-thesis to synthesis (12), but little, except the state of
consciousness, thought Marx, was new.

Despite this criticism, Karl Marx too wrote of his commitment to
dialectics. Workplace and historical consciousness argued Marx,
provided the space and site for activity to change the world. Workers
united could restrain the excesses of a bourgeois employer and protect
children and women as well as working men from exploitation.

The state, thought Marx, could be used for the common good only if
working people could take control and reorder the workings of the
state. The interests of all people could then be properly represented
and administered rather than just the affairs of the ruling class.

The differences and similarities between Hegel and Marx will be made
more of during the writing of the thesis and are introduced at this
point only by way of introduction. The recognition that there were
differences as well as similarities however, should help substantiate the
framework of argument for the thesis that there has been remarkable
democratic and artistic contributions from an orbit of socialist humanism
to capitalist societies. Additionally, while many humanists have not been
subsumed by working for socialism, their lives and creative and
representative work actually place little or nothing in the way of
moving towards more just societies. Time spent looking at pictures,
enjoying the spacial relationship, colour and texture of buildings,
reading literature, encountering sculpture and so forth is not just
indulgence but educative.

So to this genealogy, democratic activists as well as artists and their
work can be thought about as bearing testimony and contributing to the
intrinsically interesting and challenging ambition of achieving socialist
humanism as basis of social production. By these measures the
progress of ethical, rational, artistic and humanitarian contributions
alongside or even over and against their negations, anti-ethical,
irrational, inartistic or inhumane profanities, provide evidence by which

1 Marx 'The Critique of Hegel's Phenomenoclogy and Philosophy as
a Whole' in The 1944 Paris Manuscripts Lawrence and Wishart, 1975.
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it is possible to reasonably judge whether twentieth century societies
are better for people to live, than previously, and the contribution
socialist humanism may have made to the social changes.

THE CRISITIS IN COMMUNISM

The 'dictatorship of the proletariat’, Marx and Engels argued in the
Communist Manifesto of 1848, would be the legacy of communist political
and economic writings and activity. This notion however, has been
criticised for its undemocratic and insensitive, sometimes barbaric
manifestations. Further, it remains that in most societies, his
proclamation has been only partially realised, unrealised or even
identified as an undesirable political and economic objective. His
critigue of capitalism and agreement to further the development of the
materialist conception of history provided mankind with a very effective
and enlightening illumination of important factors of economic, political
and historical causality and potential arenas of transformation.

The integration and enfranchisement of the working class and of
socialist ideas and language into peoples reasoning who hold social
positions with wealth, status and power, has been limited. The evidence
of inter and intra generational social mobility studies show some
evidence of change and politiclans and industrialists sometimes adopt
the language of partnership and cooperation. The sympathies and
action of some 'middle class' people, including a number of artists and
wealthy philanthropists, also provides examples of a contribution fo
dignifying socialist claims that greater equality, justice and freedom are
of mutual benefit to the majority of workers and citizens, and so are

for the common good.

These factors, together with the development of a theory of social
Darwinism has encouraged support for the belief that evolutionary
change towards socialism, rather than revolutionary change is a more
fair and accurate description of historical development. For many
people, these social democratic tendencies offered a more humanist
approach to change, and make less likely the tragedies and horror
which befell some citizens of communist republican states as well as
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those who are thought to have suffered as a result of strikes and

political protests which socialists agitated and organised.

But the conflict and opposition of 'Reform or Revolution', like the
notions of 'subjectivity and objectivity', have begun to be received not
as opposites but as coexisting frameworks for activity. Neither provides
adequate compass to gauging future political directions. Both
frameworks of social descriptions as well as those based upon
sustainability are required to better grasp the process of change of
social and physical phenomena.

This is not to belittle the victories and successful achievements made
by trade unions, socialist political parties and peoples' movements up to
1915 or the first near successful attempt to establish a 'dictatorship of
the proletariat’ made in Russia, during October 1817. Nor of the
interesting and challenging philosophical work on subjectivity and social
consciousness.

As a background it is worth reminding ourselves that Lenin took many

13),

weeks out from activism to read Hegel's Science of Logic ( including

repeated reading of the chapters on subjectivity. Within two years of
reading Hegel's Science of logic he was in a position where his

leadership of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (C.P.5.U.)
provided him with a plausible platform to claim that with other members
of the C.P.5.U., he would help bring about a more socialist order by
means of 'the dictatorship of the proletariat’.

Since those years though, many communist, socialist and social
democratic parties have also reached the heights of governmental and
state power. The genesis of each party and movement has been
noteworthy, as distinctions of the political and economic culture of each
country has influenced the movement's trajectory.

Also, disagreements between sections of the workers movement,
especially of those who did not complain when they were benefiting from

1 Hegel Logic Blackwell, 1992,
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other workers demises, have been well recorded, providing interesting
if disappointing reading. However, co-operation and consolidation of
each country's workers movements has led to many sympathetic
industrial and political actions being taken by workers who recognise
the value of the international movements, and working people share
common outrages and support their fraternal brothers and sisters both
locally and internationally when an employer or government is acting in
bad faith towards more just and democratic relations.

Bearing in mind that there is a diversity and difference between
socialist factions though, we should not be aghast that the succession
of soviet leadership provokes perplexities about the likelihood of
communism being realised in societies throughout the world. The events
which shaped and marked these moments of historical development
though, took place when socialism was already undergoing rigorous
reassessment, with wmany people, both from Eastern Europe and
elsewhere, calling not for an end to socialism but for better socialism.

In his essay entitled 'The Crisis of Communism' from New Times (M),
Stedman Jones provides a brief but well structured account of the
international history of the Communist Party of the twentieth century.
His essay focuses most significantly on the history of the Russian and
Chinese communist parties. While reviewing the many other branches
and sections of the Communist Party can provide a different context by
which historical developments may be understood, the break-up of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union was remarkable and quite
unexpected to most political analysts.

The loss and displacement of communist leaders throughout the Soviet
Bloc were of substantial relevance to relations between governments,
citizens and workers of many states and societies, not only socialist but
also liberal, welfare-capitalist and worse tyrannical regimes which only
a few government leaders would criticise. These changes started to
reorient horizons and change the battle of ideas which were set by the
terms of the 'cold war'.

1 Hall and Jaques (eds) New Times Lawrence and Wishart, 1989.
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Steadman-Jones outlines the events, social terrain and some of the
geography of post Leninist Communism and places them in the context
of a failing Leninist interpretation. He points out that Lenin's historical
thesis, which argued for the alignment of peasants and workers against
capitalism at its weakest points was, by the late twentieth century, no
longer able to sustain a central and pivotal position for socialist

activism,

However, for many years the complimentary force of Marx's historical
thesis, which argued for and encouraged workers in advanced industrial
societies to take forward the communist proposals and Lenin's which
called on the workers and peasants to overcome the injustices of
feudalism and capitalism, provided supporters of communism, both
leaders and ordinary members, with the conviction that capitalism
showed itself to be ridden with problems and crises, not communism.
The recurrent fiscal and industrial crises of capitalism are a testimony
to the reasons for socialist resistance to capitalist speculations.

Lenin came to power in 1917, withdrawing Russian soldiers from the
First-World wWar and encouraging the belief that he and his comrades
would bring peace, bread and land. Early socialism began to take on
proportions that could only be imagined during the exciting and
cheering developments of New Lanark and the Paris Commune of 1871,

Capitalism was thought by socialists to be floundering on the rocks of
contradiction, economic instability and unsustainability. On the other
hand, socialism, it was thought and argued, would continue to grow as
a political - economic relation that, moving from strength to strength,
would increase social well being and economic comfort. By the 1940's

even a liberal was to exclaim, 'we're all socialists now'.

Though wuniversal suffrage and minimal economic provision were
established in civilised and advanced countries by communist, labour
and liberal governments, as the progress of decent and good ideas,
many of the more adventurous and strong claims for realistic non-
antagonistic class societies, were yet to be achieved.
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However, the material development of socialism in Russia sustained
criticisms by socialists even as it was being built. Also, it should be
added, socialists criticised the timidity of some liberal proposals. With
theoretical and practical disagreements about the status and negotiating
power of trade unions, workers councils, party organisation and
discipline and of the discrepancies between conscious undersitandings
of societies developments, many socialists were concerned about the
implementation and delivery of socialist policies. The brutal disregard
for the need for more workplace and regionalist democracy and
participation, led to horrific and terrible deeds being committed.

The brutal repression of the Kronstadt uprising, is often cited along
with the repression of Georgia's self-determination movement,
government induced famine, political imprisonment in the gulags and the
inhuman assassinations of the Kulaks, as examples of a tyrannical
regime. Though these moral outrages are equalled by many horrific and
disturbing actions sanctioned by politicians of western regimes and the
dictatorships of poorer countries on all five inhabited continents,

socialists, who claimed a humanist mantle were particularly criticised.

Gramsci, Trotsky, Luxemburg and many other leading communist
characters, even Lenin, who recommended that Stalin needed to be
watched, were concerned about the drift from a youthful socialism to
what became referred to as Stalinism and state capitalism. There was
vociferous writing and speaking of these concerns and worries but
history proved unkind to those contributors all dying young,
assassinated or imprisoned. The drive for the abolition of class
societies and exploitative social and economic relations were less than
fully successful, but even then, it was expected that the transformation
would take many years. In many other countries, the workers
movements also worked and argued for a better deal and non-Stalinist

socialism was widely argued for.

It is worth bringing to bear Christopher Hill's note at the end of his
biography of Lenin and the Russian Revolution that;

It is important not to fall into the trap of blaming Lenin for
Stalin, whatever links we may see between the policies of the two.
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The party dictatorship which Lenin saw as a temporary measure
Stalin made into a system, and with a single party ruling
absolutely and permanently over a population with no democratic
political heritage, corruption was bound to follow (15).

The relief and enfranchisement of those years though should also not
be under estimated. In Britain it was recognised that 1919 had been ‘a
critical one indeed for the ruling class', the British Socialist Party was
one of the few working-class political parties in western Europe that
supported;
Socialists -~ genuine and not make believe Socialists - (who) have
seized the reins of power ... for the first time we have a
dictatorship of the proletariat established under our eyes ... The
Bolshevik success has been carried out with the sympathy and
support of the town workers and the common soldiers ... Peace
and bread, the suppression of the war profiteer and the greedy
Landlord - this is what Lenin and his friends are trying to
obtain for their own countrymen and for the distressed world at
large ... the knowledge that workers like me had won power, had
defeated the boss class, kept me in a growing state of enthusiasm
(16).

In the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, triumphant political speeches
were made and heralded in sympathetic newspapers and pamphlets. In
Germany, France, Britain, Mexico, and many other countries, socialists
were looking on with awe to the work and achievements of the Russian
Communists and in their own societies doing all they could to help bring
about greater protection, improved wages and condition, more training
and eduction and better health for working people, the poor and the

disenfranchised.

However this historical and social projection was stalled, and did not
easily roll on as a wave of conscious realisation which could sweep

I Hill Lenin and the Russian Revolution Penguin, 1971, pl72.

16 Morton and Tate quoting The Call in The British Labour
Movement 1770-1920 Lawrence and Wishart, 1956, and Pollitt Serving My
Time Lawrence and Wishart, 1950, pp274-275.
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socialists into positions of deserved respect. Like those who place their
intellectual attention, perceptions and emotions behind the progress of
liberal democracy, as a universally progressive and hegemonic project,
neither the socialist utopia or materialist progression, were to fully

overcome the forces that were resisting acceptance of their realisations.

Communist political -~ economic strategies and policies though were
providing high rates of economic growth and by use of select statistics
and criteria of measurement was immune to unemployment and poverty.
The New Economic Programmes and Five Year Plans, were transforming
the political and economic fortunes of the Soviet citizens. By this
measure Stalin thought he could claim that the Soviet Union had

reached, in 1936, 'really existing Socialism'

By bestowing rewards for production, by official notification and status,
very different perceptions of social success were encouraged and
admired than those which had been encouraged by capitalism.
Inventors, scientists, discovers of medical remedies and so forth were
admired, but the builders of trains, of bridges, the drivers of tractors
and the makers and producers of agricultural tools and equipments were
raised to hero and heroine status, rather than the owner of the
companies, the bourgeoisie. This did not prove economically or socially

destructive or stagnant.

Until the early 1960's, Stedman-Jones says, Khrushchev's claim that
communism would 'bury the West' was quite believable. Nor was the
claim incompatible with the Leninist thesis of 'peaceful coexistence'.
Stedman-Jones goes onto write;
Above all, communism seemed to have the solution to the
intractable problems and devastating human waste which

capitalism had engendered (17).

Many workers citizens of many societies and countries during the first
two decades of the twentieth century encountered for the first time

i Stedman-Jones New Times Lawrence and Wishart, 1988, p232.
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socialist and communist parties, organised trade unions and a myriad of
workplace and civil political parties and pressure groups.

As a few economists and many socialists expected and warned, capitalism
proved not to be up to the task of resisting the drift towards right
wing politics, unemployment and inequality. In the worst cases,
capitalists were indifferent or even compliant and gave little or no
support or solidarity to the International Brigade and resistance
fighters of France, Germany, Italy and Spain during the 1930's and
1940's. The demand-supply equation to which economists adhered was

found wanting in many circumstances.

During the 1930's and 1940's the criticisms of Soviet socialism though,
were to develop amongst socialists who could have been expected to be
apologists, in the name of socialism. Not only were these criticisms
directed against the inhumanity of the gulags, the prisons and the
atrocities ordered by excessively authoritarian individuals who claimed
the title of socialist. Criticisms also emerged from citizens, intellectuals
and workers were actively discouraging the emergence of political and
economic classes which were developing in the Soviet Union, and the
mistreatment of citizens and workers which before had been criticised
in other societies.

Another complimentary if often critical legacy was also developing to
twentieth century socialism, that of the psychologists. Particularly as
it emerged in a Freudian form, but also Jungian concerns about
socialism, did not encourage many people to recognise where each could
be folded into one another and where each was mutually exclusive.
Chasseguiet-Smirgel and Grunburger remark;
It is no mere coincidence that it is especially when debating
Marxism and its applications that Freud brings up the ‘human
nature’ argument ... In fact the two equally materialist theories
of Freud and Marx do present us with troublesome conflict and

rivalry (18).

18 Chasseguet-Smirgel and Grunburger Freud or Reich Free
Association Books, 1986, p48.

21



The legacies of Marxism and psychoanalysis recur as ways of
understanding human development to which significant though varying
contributions have been made by Reich, Marcuse, Ardler, Fromm, Laing,
Mitchell and Lacan, with many other interesting appraisals of the
correlations and distinctions of the applications of socialism and

psychoanalysis.

Providing socialists with a horror that had come to be expected by
socialists, after mass unemployment during the 1920's 1930's, the second
world war began in 1939. After Stalin's instrumental alliance with
Hitler, a deal struck as the Molotov-Ribbentroff pact, he broke with that
as Hitler ordered the invasion of Soviet territory. The Soviet Union then
became allies with Churchill the Prime-Minister of Great Britain,
Roosevelt, the President of the United States of America, and the
President of France and many other governments who supported the
war against the German regime, the Axis forces and later the Japanese
armed forces.

This followed Joseph Stalin's growing distrust of leaders of 'liberal
democracies' who had failed to support the republican cause, and
Cabelerro's government, during the Spanish Civil War of 1936-1939 (19).
who had recurrently made jibes at socialists and who had not spoken
or acted quickly against the growing tide of right wing reaction to
unemployment, poverty and ethical malaise, which did not involve
developing a program of investment and redistribution of wealth and
power, increasing civil participation and encouraging internationalism,

which those on the political left were actively pursuing.

After the horror of the second world war socialists, and the left more
broadiy were considering how best to achieve progress towards
socialism during a time when peace might ensue as remembrance would
stifle jingoistic military expansionism. The international developments
of '"The New Left' were a significant contribution to the reassessment of

socialist progress. Socialist and social democratic parties had also come

19 Orwell was more sympathetic to the POUM, a communist faction,
but makes this remark in his report of his experience and
understanding of the Spanish Civil war Homage to Catalonia.
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to the fore and many citizens of many societies were given a greater
chance to consider parliamentary socialism as a plausible road to the

future, than during any previous period.

Of those, the British Labour government led by Clement Attlee, with a
programme of de-colonialisation, nationalisation and building of a welfare
state led the way. There were though remaining doubts and suspicions
about some social democrats who in Germany, during the early 1930's
had being singularly unable to resisting the rise to governmental power,
of Adolf Hitler. Hannah Arendt recounts some of the lilly livered
attempts in Germany and wider Europe in her book The Origins of

Totalitarianism.

The occupation of Germany from 1945, by a military presence from
France, Britain, the United States of America and the Soviet Union, and
its division into east and west Germany was soon followed by a
constitution (Basic Law) and by the early nineteen fifties the outlawing
of 'extreme political parties' including both the right-wing and left-wing

communist parties.

The nuances of the different work of communists and socialists were
sufficient to cause rifts between the way the common good was
perceived and how it was thought it was possible to achieve. After the
Spanish civil war, when socialists, communists, republicans and
anarchists found difficulties maintaining an anti-reactionary coalition,

continued civil cohabitation remained difficuit.

whether workers and citizens were capable of making the judgments as
to who would be best to lead their societies towards a more just future,
has often been regarded with some scepticism, but the democratic
mandate remains one of the most highly respected mechanisms for that
process.

The french Socialist parties remained centrist, compared to other
European socialist parties and in Germany, along with the extreme right
wing parties the communists were barred from holding public office and

standing for parliament. The socialist and communist parties of the
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decolonialising countries were in evidence in many of there political
actions for democracy and liberation, but there were no communist

internationals after Trotsky's instigation of the Fourth International.

During the 1950's, artists and some of societies best minds and most
able intellectuals, aligned themselves with the freedom, peace and social
movements, often under the mantle of support for the workers
movement. This was a repetition of some of the attitudes and activities
that occurred during the period that Koestler, disparagingly referred
to as the 'Pink Decade' in his essay 'The God that failed'. He coldly
dismisses Brecht, Auden, Gide, Spender, Steinbeck to name but five, as

contributors to 'that treacherous dawn' (20).

Many of those creative giants who took part in activities such as
Progressive Writers Conferences, Experimental Theatre, Committee's for
peace against Fascism, societies for cultural relations with the Soviet
Union, Unit One and social and socialist projects of local and regional

scale stayed with, or close to, the Communist Party.

New contributors were also to be found. The singer Paul Robeson, who
learnt his socialism from the miners in South Wales, was harried by the
Committee for Unamerican affairs as thousands of citizens of the United
States of America started to sympathise with the idea of a socialist
United States of America. The artist and sculptor Pablo Picasso was
furtively watched by the C.1.A. and many artists, playwrights, novelists,
Jjazz composers and musicians associated themselves with socialists and
the socialist critique of capitalism.

E.P. Thompson and some of his comrades and friends on the British Left
edited and published monthly magazines, notably the 'New Reasoner' and
'New Left Review' for the most up to date, interesting and wvaried
socialist literature and information. There were in most countries
workers and citizens who were {rying to bring about more human

relations, less authoritarianism and prejudice.

1 Koestler 'The God that Failed' Studies in Communism Hamilton,
1950, p30.
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"Imre Nagy and other reform-minded Communist leaders sort to
democratise ... and de-Stalinise" the Socialist States. This was
"brought to a climax at the twenty-second Congress of the Soviet
Party in October 1961 ... by open condemnation of Stalin
Meanwhile the American atmosphere had begun toc unfreeze
slightly with the election to the Presidency of John Kennedy in
November 1960" (%)

Citizens movements and anti-colonial movements were successfully
helping bring about self-determination in individual countries, and
rebellions and uprisings took place in Prague, Budapest and other
cities. But by 1962 the confrontation of the Eastern Bloc and the
Wwestern Block during the 'Bay of Pigs' threw many in the world into a
mild state of nuclear phobia, when it appeared J.F.Kennedy and N.

Kruschev might declare war.

That potential disaster was fortunately averted, not least by the
activities of Bertrand Russell, whose tireless anti~-war campaign activities
were used to their full. Unarmed Victory, recalls his unstinting

attempts to explain the madness of the positions that each leader and
their political and military advisers were adopting as supposedly
reasonable world views.

Socialist and humanist work, which called on governments to do more to
end repression, provide food and medical aid, as well as calling on
workers to engage more fully with resisting the attacks on wages,
working conditions safety, were international in scale. These activities
were often the work of unacknowledged trade unionists, shop stewards,
politico's and civil rights workers who thinking it was wrong that such
injustices continued, worked hard to help bring about constructive

change.

That workers should be more involved in the decision making processes
of production and craftsmen and intellectuals be given greater influence
over how best to follow through the production process, with the desire

21 Lichtheim Eurocpe in the Twentieth Century Cardinal, 1974, pp358-

359.
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for good quality materials, is often given little time or consideration by
those whose imperatives are only cost. This degrading component of
capitalism was Carlyle argued, a reduction of human relations to 'the
cash nexus' and denied from perception of the object the wvaluable
contribution of labour.

A deeper interest in the quality of production, of what is produced and
how it is produced, for which producer and purchaser can be proud
and from which human needs are better fulfilled, is resistant to
restraint by financial considerations. Although monetary and time
considerations will be thought of, these factors would not be the only
determining concerns as to whether a product is produced nor how it
is crafted, assembled put together and finished.

In the popular imagination the communist party might be regarded as
the beneficiary of the public respect to which the slightly cynical
phrase 'a good idea in theory, but doesn't work in practice' holds and
provides sufficient reason for not supporting its ideals with more than
utopian hope. However, often the work of individual communists and
socialists are to be found behind the agitations and inspirations which
animate some of the feelings, thoughts, visual concerns and the passions
of the other senses for a more decent, inspiring and higher quality of
life, both encouraging the work of young artists, writers and other art
forms as well as participation with a diverse number of social causes.

Manifestations of the flourishing of this drive for emancipation and its
suppression, were evident during the democratic convention in Chicago,
of 1967, when the National Guard were used by the U.S. government to
suppress demonstrators and civil rights marchers. In many other cities
and countries, tumultuous and inspiring events transpired throughout
the 1960's.

Most notably there were the worker's' and peoples' uprisings in Paris
during May 1968 with 10,000,000 workers and students on strike for
several days. The street rebellions in Prague, Berlin, Budapest and
Peeking provided sure evidence of public dissatisfaction. London, and
many other cities, often from University and industrial centres of
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production were alive with artistic and democratic activities in the name
of socialism and pacificism. Bursting with the flourishing of suppressed
imagination, creativity and demand for greater effectiveness and
enjoyment of being at work in the production process slogan's like 'Be
realistic, demand the impossible' were to be found daubed on brickwork

and in magazines.

Unbounded hopes of being a student learning for the sake of learning,
of being a citizen and trying to improve conditions and material,
spiritual, aesthetic and emotional well being of home and public life are
given detailed description by contributors to magazines and books

written during that period.

These movements though were often resiricted by the armed services
of the state. Stedman-Jones says, this signified a cut off point for the
communist party. He writes,

Unable to find any accessible source of legitimacy in civil

society and incapable of activating its day to day apparatus

of political authority, the Communist Party abdicated. Its

mandate from heaven was irretrievably lost (22).

This is an astounding claim since it was never clear that communists
had ever claimed legitimacy from God. Indeed, even a socialist and
democratic heaven is a perplexing ideal, although most people
distinguish between the more heavenly periods of their life and those
which are more like hell.

Meritocracy is sometimes suggested as the most effective ordering of
abilities and promotion. However, difficulties and criticisms are
predictably going to be encountered, if less than identical or equal
initial conditions are established. If access to training, education,
health, to tools and the related issue of financial well being are not
equal, all the evidence points towards the realisation that five people
wanting to become artists, mechanical engineers or workers with books
or even artists, engineers and workers with books, from different

1 Steadman-Jones 'Crisis of Communism' in Hall and Jagues (eds)
New Times Lawrence and Wishart, 1989, pp230.
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financial backgrounds living in different geographical locations would
be unlikely to experience the same opportunities, support and access to
materials. A massive programme of redistribution and reorganisation
would have to take place in order for much greater equality to develop.
As a counter to a meritocracy, an order which those already in existing
positions of political power decide what is good, or what is right, the
ideas which spring forth from 'a socialism from below' provides a far
more accurate description of the expectations, thoughts and predictions
to which socialists subscribe.

Other forms of socialism, Guild Socialism, Syndicalism, Municipal
socialism, workers co-ops, consumer co-ops, market socialism and green
socialism, also require a substantial change in the way societies inter-
relate and the socialist mandate must therefore, be appealed to by its
superiority, in many fields, for the future of mankind.

Impatience at realising socialist relations resulting in, for want of a
better description, state capitalism, has led some commentators to
suggest that socialist democracy does not achieve the what is claimed
for it. But also liberal democracies have displayed many practical short
comings when considered against the 'democratic' ideal. Their support
of illiberal regimes and restriction of trade unions and civil and
economic rights are significant examples. The condemnation of the
'elective dictatorship' and evidence of smear campaigns, accusations and
downright lies made against socialists can easily be found. From Sayers
book the Great Conspiracy Against Russia, to Peter Wright's Spycatcher

there is a substantial body of evidence that honest socialists are given
grief and derision by those who are trying to undermine the
foundations of socialist societies.

But it is important to bear in mind that distortions of historical and
political analyses and description also occur, when unacknowledged or
under articulated activities and understanding of the diverse practices
of a polity and international relations are over-simplified or dismissed
by generalisations. Every society bares some of the hallmarks of class
divisions for example.
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The communist party and command economies were not as monolithic as
the conservative critique assumes, even though immense power was
available to the leadership of industry and society. The conservative
critique is also unable to provide effective criteria by which the
improvement of a communist political economy could be grasped. Lane's
sociological studies of the Soviet Union, first published in Britain
during the 1960's, was one of the first mainstream academic
contributions that helped to illuminate the just and plausible claim that
the 'socialist societies' of eastern Europe were relatively diverse. Also
he helped people to see that many of the workers and citizens still held
to the humanist belief that socialism remains an active way of thinking
about, imagining and making more just societies of the future.

The improvement and understanding of the structures and procedures
of political and economic relations remain the task in hand for the
leaders and leading theorists and analysts of society. It is undeniable
that social and natural phenomena, conserved and transformed by
action, require social actors to work upon them. But if making history
underestimates peoples needs for having good or decent food, clothing,
shelter - housing, sexual love and emotional pleasure, rational, aesthetic
and ethical stimulation and education, relaxing or leisure time as well as
for work or employment with wages and health and safety considerations
which provide for a decent living, then desperation is more likely to
take hold of the direction of activity than rational consideration from

which the common good is more likely to come about.

It is surely right to claim that workers and citizens of societies
contribute in diverse and momentous ways and have the right to the
enfranchisements which contribute to individual happiness and social
well being. Going to work, to places of interest or beauty, to places of
education and learning, to places of leisure and to buy goods by which
a reasonable quality of life can be sustained and to be able to
contribute to the locality or beyond more usual horizons should not be
the privilege of the few, nor in many cases is it. The truth of this
claim may find detractors, but while it is possible to agree with

Stedman-Jones that it was galling to find;
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Leaders and officials in the communist world (societies) had
been forced to face up to the incompetence and indeed
impotence of their economies to provide basic consumer
needs ... as consequences of the command economy itself
),

it is also important to recognise producers' needs. The production of
useful and reasonable or high quality goods requires the materials and
training and education to produce them. Imaginative and creative
thoughts and perceptions which inventors and artists need are likewise
a prerequisite of refining, improving and astounding, which can not

come from technique alone.

Political and industrial democracy could bring these progressive
contributions closer into being and there can not be a consumer
democracy which could rival a more active socialist democratic polity.
The ambition and capacity to fulfil higher human needs, or the want of
a decent, more liberated, enfranchised, fulfilling and higher quality of
life, is socially achievable, and its limited realisation is not a result of
the lack of demand or interest in how to build those societies or what
it might in rough outline, look like. It is more to do with exclusion and
a systematised reproduction of inequalities which slows the

redistribution of wealth and power.

The criticism of this part of Stedman-Jones' analysis and description of
the socio-political and economic phenomena that were coincident with
crisis of communism therefore stands on the grounds that while there
was a collapse of certainty, a recognition of problems with the command
economy and a recognition that the denouncement of rebels as ‘lackeys
of American Imperialism' or 'capitalist roaders’' was wearing thin, there
were many contributions to the construction, maintenance and
enchanitment of socialist-communist societies, by workers and citizens
which were not the result of direct orders 'from above'. Marxist~
Leninism may have travelled to the end of a road, but that class

relations are still a characteristic socio-economic phenomenon of modern

2 Stedman Jones 'Crisis of Communism' in Hall and Jaques (eds)
New Times Lawrence and Wishart, 1989, p230.
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societies and that a different socio-economic and political organisation
to capitalism, or state capitalism is possible, to which the work of Mary,
and perhaps to some extent Lenin is still helpful, should not be written
out of history.

However, Stedman-Jones' further claim that a militaristic mentality had
seeped into the Communist Party's language and political tactics,
converting what had been an emancipatory materialistic movement into
an ancien regime, can be regarded with less critical appreciation. His
argument holds water, when we are equally sickened and horrified by
trying to fathom why and how repressive state apparatus has been used
against civil and workers movements, who are making absolutely
reasonable demands for fair pay, security of employment, civil, political
and workers rights and enforcement of known health and safety
requirements.

Stedman Jones accepts that some people understandably justified the
action and commands of the communist party members because
communists spoke explicitly against capital becoming a determination of
action and spoke for mankinds interests. Communism it was widely
thought offered a means of enjoining the mortal combat "against the

forces of capitalism, imperialism and reaction" (24).

The purges and the cultural revolutions likewise claimed some human

motivation behind their reasoning and can be seen to be a part of;
the revolutionary process in which millions were mesmerised and
gripped by radical demonology ... [that were part of the] ... civil
war waged between imaginary social categories conjured up by
political rhetoric. They can no more be attributed to the well-
oiled machinery of totalitarianism than can the aroused fury of
radical Islam unleashed by the (self appointed) Ayatollah in Iran

(25)'

i Stedman Jones New Times Lawrence and Wishart, 1989, p231.
5 Stedman Jones New Times Lawrence and Wishart, 1989, p231.
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The justification of military activity remains perplexing and a concern
for all who would like to live without military threats. The courage of
conscientious objectors is therefore all the greater when noting that
alternative strategies for making safer and better societies are often
prematurely exhausted by the foreshortened dialogue of politicians and
businessmen and women who regard the progressive possibility of

peaceful coexistence as a dream they don't have time to keep faith with.

The deafness of some politicians to alternatives is a cause of some
horror to many reasonable normal people as the appalling tragedies
ensue. The humanist claim, for governments to do more to end
suffering, military and repressive action and to encourage more human
relations to be brought about remains little more than a murmur from
the lips and mouths of many politicians, leading to suspicion about the
direction of tough talking.

This being the case, Stedman-Jones plausibly claims that the class war
had became enveloped in a language and constellation of conceptions
like any other war. A language filled with the metaphors of violence
which were becoming an increasingly dominant feature of dogmatic and
belligerent communist words and deeds was no way to sustain the
promise of a more peaceful, ethical, free and equal form of social
Justice. Socialism therefore suffered when being advocated from the
barrel of a gun.

The development of the dogmatism that led to this hybrid of socialism
had a history, which Stedman-Jones traces back to the publication of
Lenin's book, What Is To Be Done (26) and the advocacy of democratic

centralism. This is taken to task by Jessop et al. when arguing that
there is little mention of Democratic centralism in Lenin's What is to be

Done, and that the blame for the failure of the development of socialist
democracy as a party mechanism and as a means of consulting a states
citizenry is to be found from sources other than Vladimir Lenin's mind.

16 Lenin What is To Be Done 1916
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Stedman-Jones though, does not provide the only definitive perspective
from which socialist dogmatism and the absolutely ruthless drive
towards one limited articulation of a socialist horizon can be

investigated. For Jean-Paul Sartre in Critigue of Dialectical Reason (27)

for instance, dogmatism is to be traced to its Hegelian inheritances.
Herbert Marcuse refers to the vulgar Marxism of the early sociologists

of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union in his Soviet Socioclogy and

for Hannah Arendt in The Origins of Totalitarianism it was the inability

and underdeveloped ability of the Russian citizens and workers to fill
the social and historical gap left by the introduction of new social and
class relations in the Soviet Union. The long substantiation of the
arguments and historical detail which leads each to their distinct

versions of historical and societal development.

For socialism to become more evident and for capitalism to disintegrate,
acknowledgment that history is still in the process of being made
requires reiteration. Sartre wrote;
Marx's originality (which) lies in the fact that, in opposition
to Hegel, he demonstrated history is in development, that
being is irreducible to knowledge, and also, that he
preserved the dialectical movement both in being and in
knowledge ... Marxism as dialectic must reject the relativism

of the positivist (28).

Sartre's rejection of the positivist methodology, which attributes
primary social importance only to the empirical and natural sciences and
its selective use of sections of the disciplines of logic and mathematics
(29) were to help encourage a non-positivist reading of Marx which was
bhecoming more accepted during the 1950's. The publication of The

German Ideoclogy in Britain by Lawrence and Wishart, the start of the

New Left helped encourage a different emphasis to the thoughts, ideas
and possibilities for socialism.

" Sartre Critique of Dialectical Reason Verso, 1976.

2% Sartre Critique of Dialectical Reason Verso, p23 1976.

2 Bernstein The Restructuring of Social and Political Theory
Blackwell, 1976, p5.
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Positivism was criticised and dismantled as a means of being capable of
contributing sufficient to make clear the development of economics,
social understanding and knowledge. Dialectical movement, as the
progress of reason, the acquisition of knowledge and concepts and the
activities to which it is possible to give support, as weil as the
knowledge of how work is done and how social wealth is made and
distributed fairly and creativity encouraged, are contributions to a
socialist itinerary and tools for creating new societies. The bare factual
descriptions of society, unlike the actual is dull, with little
acknowledgement given to the dynamics of social situation being

described or the producers labour.

Figures of the number of unemployed adults, of the average income per
capita, of the number of dwellings inadequate for reasonably healthy
habitation, of the number of secondary school leavers with few
examinations passed, of the number of voters by district or constituency
voting for politicians with different thoughts, ethics and commitments,
for example, provide reams of statistics and facts which are regularly
researched and published. Although some argue the statistical data can
not be bias, its research formulation and questioning can tend towards
biased conclusions.

As a contribution to reassessing and deploying the higher notions and
atiributes of socialism which go beyond empirical accounts of societal
relations and changes, crucial citations will be made to Marx's; A
Contribution to the critique of Hegel and Philosophy as a Whole, The

German Ideology, The Communist Manifesto and Capital Engels'; Socialism:

Scientific or Utopian, The Origins of the Family: Private Property and

the State Bernstein's, Evolutionary Socialism, Luxemburg's Reform or

Revolution and Socialism or Barbarism, Lenin's State and Revolution,

Trotsky's Revolution Betrayed , Sayers and Kahn The Great Conspiracy

Against Russia Gramsci's Cultural Writings Cole's, wWhat Marx Meant

Marcuse's Reason and Revolution, Fromm's Beyond the Chains of Illusion,

To Be or to Have, Dunyevskaya's Marxism and Freedom Kuhn's The
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Structure of Scientific Revolutions , Dunayevskaya's Marxism and

Freedom and Coates Industrial Democracy (30).

Also, to introduce art to the theme of art and socialist humanism, Shaw's
"Major Critical Essays', 'Kandinsky's Concerning the Spiritual in Art,

Trotsky's Literature and Revolution, the 'Lukacs, Brecht, Benjamin

'Expressionism debate', Benjamin's 'Art in the Age of Mechanical

Reproduction', Text's by Brecht, Marcuse The Aesthetic Dimension,

Sartre's What is Literature, Adorno and Horkheimer's Dialectic of

Enlightenment Dalhaus Shoenberg and the New Music, Raphael's

Proudhon, Marx, Picasso Berger's Art and Revolution and Lunn's Marxism

and Modernism (3] ).

we find in these works rigorous attention to matters of creativity,
originality and the building of more just socialist societies. Socialism
was regarded not just as the realisation of an imagined and reasoned
utopia, though imagination and socialist reasoning are crucial
contributions to the socialist itinerary. As laying out practical tasks,
socialists voiced and gave direction to the anger of mistreated,

disenfranchised and economically exploited labour.

If tens of thousands of men, women and children, as Dunayevskaya
presents the Leninist universal, are given little chance of contributing,
participating and gaining reasonable levels of social respect, then there
is little to lose and much to gain by attacking inequalities of wealth,
status, auality of life, health, education, housing and social expectation.

Making societies more decent, freer, less fearful places to be and
enjoying and participating in creating the enchantments which are
bequeathed by artists and craftsmen of many trades and industries as
well as enjoying the practical and utilitarian benefits of basic living
requirements, at affordable prices, becomes beyond the horizons and
thoughts of those who are stuck with day to day concerns.

3 These books are fully cited in the bibliography.
J1 These books are similarly fully cited in the bibliography.
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If hunger, fear of unemployment, of homelessness, or ill health are
predominant in the minds of some of a societies' citizens, then
overcoming those frustrations are of the first order of importance.

Any government and political organisation which does not encourage
greater justice and legislate and make policies with humanitarian intent

might deservedly lose support and the legitimacy its election implied.

while Hegel was to claim 'reason is sovereign of the world', there are
many evidential reports that show that the nineteenth and twentieth
century are not clearly marked by reasonable behaviour, attitudes and
dispositions. The good life, to which all political theorists since Plato
and his one time student Aristotle have aspired, both for themselves

and other citizens, remain a part of political activity.

However, beauty, kindness, love, wonder and artistic interest, reveal
that these can not be enclosed by purely economic considerations, even
if there are links between these huge human preoccupations. Freedom,
Justice, responsibility, freedom, equality and social and aesthetic
improvements are sought both individually and socially. Common
intersubjective discourse of sentiments and thoughts which are roughly
similar provoke the capacity for change on common bases. Though
absolute agreement for the improvements of workers rights, human
rights, for making more attractive run down or less considerate building
developments and improving the provision of decent or high quality
social housing, improving the social, natural and built environment,
providing and directing public finance towards good health and eduction
provision are widely cited as being for the good. But significant

changes are rarely obtained.

Complaints about bureaucratic delays and systematic injustices are also
often of sufficiently similar types to encourage simple measures of
improvement. However, while the gestures of concern which are implied
by the introduction of suggestion boxes at many work places and at
sites of public provision and travel, this measure falls short of sincere
democratic participation and enfranchisement. These secondary seeds
of democratic accountability have been sown, but may be cut down and
their harvest is unlikely to provide sufficient succour of participation
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to sate the desire for formally established industrial and political

democratic practices to be normal.

As a consequence of different perceptions, the multiplicity of activities
or totality of labour and decision making processes, can be judged in
a variety of ways. However extending Kant's recognition in his third
critique, The Critique of Judgment (32), that aesthetic appreciation is

only possible upon the grounds of shared perceptions and language, so
a common ground for judging the quality and level of democratic must

be an ambition for any democratically oriented politician.

Mistakes are likely to be made though, even if correctable. Therefore
a more plausible common ground is likely to emerge from a quality of
work that is sufficient, rather than that which deserves the accolade of
perfect. As with humanist ethics which respect a minimum of dignity,
as a matter of human existence, so making provision for food, health,
water, housing and functional human fulfilments potentially provides a
context for the introduction of reslistic measures which help equip
humanity with positive attitudes and feelings towards the common good.

Hegel claimed enlightened inclusive ethical reasoning, or what might be
referred to as the reasoning of the '‘common good', is the ‘child of
mankind' and finds its genesis through the nation. Retaining it majestic
progress, he goes onto say, is the reasoning activities of state. In the
Philosophy of Right, he writes;

The history of world historical nations contains a; the
development of its principle from its latent embryonic stage until
it blossoms into the self-conscious freedom of ethical life and
presses upon world history and (b) the period of decline and fall
that signalises the emergence in it of a higher principle as the
pure negative of its own. When this happens, mind passes over
into the new principle and so marks another nation for world
historical significance (33) ... The history of mind is its own act.
Mind is only what it does ... and its act is to make itself the

3 Kant, E. Critique of Judgement Trns. Meridith Oxford, 1991.

% Hegel Philosophy of Right Oxford University Press, 1967, p218.
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f its own consciousness ... history is mind clothing itself

It can be remarked that in Hegel at this point we find a Hobbesian
legacy. This description of the history of nationhood and the progress
of numerous polities, constituted by citizens and a state, show further
evidence of influences and themes from Hobbes' Leviathan, when Hegel
claims;

The States tendency to look abroad lies in the fact that it

is an individual subject. Its relation to other states

therefore falls to the power of the crown. Hence it falls to

the monarch, and him alone, to command the armed forces,

to conduct foreign affairs through ambassadors &c., to make

war and peace, and to conclude treatise of all kinds (35).

The boundary of nationhood could be seen from an Hegelian perspective
as the limit of mind's activity. This limiting thought and sentiment is
reinforced by iconography, by the verbal confirmation of many oaths
and national anthems, by flags, constitutions and requests for God's
blessing across the land, the society and the country. God's help to
make societies more just, peaceful and free is rarely mentioned.

Hegel acknowledged that for world mind the individual is of little
importance although the way in which he understood the notions of
subjectivity and freedom, as well as elsewhere, indicated that he
thought modern citizens did get what they want. But the injustices and
inequalities that are still evident have led to many theorists questioning
Hegel's prediction for the course of world history and he belief that
societal history was near its end.

Marx for example thought that it was pre-history which was at its end
and that active human history was only beginning to be made. 1In a
passage of the Communist Manifesto, often cited as evidence of
globalisation, that;

3 Hegel Philosophy of Right Oxford University Press, 1967, p218.

% Hegel Philosophy of Right Oxford, 1967, p212.
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The Bourgeoisie has, through exploitation of the world-market
given a cosmopolitan character to production and consumption in
every country ... in place of the old local and national seclusion
and self-sufficiency we have intercourse in every direction,

universal interdependence of nations ...

The bourgeoisie during its rule of scarcely one hundred years,
has created more massive and more colossal productive forces
than have all preceding generations together. Subjection of
Nature's forces to man, machinery, application of chemistry to
industry and agriculture, steam-navigation, railways, electric
telegraphs, clearing whole countries for cultivation, canalization
of rivers, whole populations conjured out of the ground - what
earlier century had even the presentiment that such productive

forces siumbered in the lap of social labour? ( 36).

The evolution and developments of historical nations, with ethical as well
as economic and social concerns, have had a sustained and profound
relevance to twentieth century experiences and the progress and
regression of the human condition. The notion of advanced societies
and mature democracies is a common place, but elected governments and
businessmen still alienate many of the interests of more ordinary women
and men of civil society and the workers movement, which does not
suggest as much maturity as could be supposed. Further, the
semblance of dignity retained by people who are temporarily or
permanently unemployed, disabled, homeless, underpaid or in someway
looked down upon or neglected can be refreshing and the hope of
adding to possible ways forward towards more egalitarian societies seem

more than a thankless and sometimes fruitless task.

It is therefore important to recognise that while Marx may still be right,
when he argued that different societies develop unevenly, there are still
common goals sought by international citizens and workers of all
countries, by both democratic means and occasionally by pragmatic

necessity. These include rights to trade union membership, membership

% Marx and Engels The Communist Manifesto pp224-225 Marx
selected writings McClellan.
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of political parties and civil pressure groups and in severe cases the
right to withdraw labour. If positively excluded, a working person
would also do what is necessary to secure food, drink and shelter hy
whatever means, simply to survive.

The encounters with the crises which capitalism has recurrently
engendered, as profit and greed submerged higher visions of humanity,
of men, women and children living healthily, with a decent education,
with time to play and enjoy, to learn a trade or skills, to travel, to
learn, to experience a diversity of activities and to be creative, artistic,

musical and so forth befalls states of various political hues.

The strikes at Gdansk shipyards in Poland, sitdown protests at
Tiannemen Square in Beijing, China, strikes by British miners in colliery
towns and cities, protests in the streets of Rio, Brazil at the increase
of missing persons, marches and rallies at stadiums and on the streets
of South African cities and townships, like numerous other momentous
social phenomena, provide illustrations of an active living history. The
commonality of these events are evidence that there is some coincidence
of ideals and ambitions in different societies for defending or improving
conditions of workers and citizens which remains an option to get a
message, a grievance or a constructive suggestion across to those who
often pay little more than lip service to the hopes for social and

economic justice.
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CONTRADICTIONS AND THE CRISES AND OF CAPITALISM

Capitalism, claimed Marx, is an often anarchic economic relationship,
which emerged after feudalism. Far from being harmonious and humanly
fulfilling, as Adam Smith had claimed, Marx recognised its contradictory
and transitory tendencies and studiously described its flaws and
driving forces, some of which he acknowledged as progressive, notably
with respect to inventiveness. Marx did not though study economics
alone and his studies of the political and industrial revolutions and of
the philosophies and philosphers leading up until those of the 17th and
18th centuries, led him to believe that communism, a term he used
rather than socialism, could develop as a future political, economic and
cultural-social (1) relationship between workers, citizens and the control

of capital.

Like Martin Luther King's inspiring dream, which many have worked
towards before and since, Karl Marx's ambitions for societies were filled
with hopes and a deep love for a non-antagonistic humanity coming into
being. However, his critique of idealism, so we could say, Marx's
realism, provided him with a conceptual framework which enabled him
to think that the working class could, with a contribution from those
who were aware of processes by which the injustices of capitalism were
brought about, see socialism as a possible future. It was not just a
generous view of human nature but a belief that the material predicates
for socialism developed as capitalism was stiruggled against and

avercome.

The importance of imagination, dreams and sentiments constitute a part
of the socialist itinerary, but the labour process by which mastery of
the objects of labour is built, also crucially continues to provide an

I Culture has been a term used to refer to the development, production

and sometimes reproduction of various features of social life. Though political
and economic phenomena bare heavily upon and are often intertwined with
cultural phenomena, there is a widely held view that there is some autonomy
between these huge social considerations.
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essential element to understanding and overcoming the contradictory
tendencies of capitalism.

Not only could work be done with reasonable or high levels of skill, to
which people could be educated, for a variety of activities, but also a
fair and just economic relationship between producers and purchasers,
with far greater levels of equality of distribution would develop, he
claimed, from critical engagement with employers and civil society. Marx
thought of this movement as an historically material process and not
just a figment of utopian imagination or ideally what he would like to
see. The progress from capitalism to socialism would follow the genuine
attempt to reduce profiteering, to bring about more just and equitable
distribution of wealth, to free workers and citizens to less immiserating
competitiveness, to improve conditions of work and civil society and to
productively generate employment for the production of decent, useful
even beautiful objects. The new social calculus would be based upon
more equitable maxims, which Marx, along with many other socialists
wrote and thought should approximate a production and distribution
'from each according to his ability, to each accordiong to his needs' (2).

Pockets of emancipated labour were to develop as philanthropic and
cooperatively motivated movements and two different, but admirable
examples, Robert Owen's New Lanark of the early 1800's and the Paris
Commune of 1871 stand as testimony to the endeavours of socialists of
the 19th century. There were clashes in each case with established
authority and previous doctrinal beliefs, showing the resistance to
accepting socialism in practice, but the clash of international labour
with capital became developed even more remarkably during the last
four years of the second decade of the twentieth century and the early
1920's. As the so called 'Great War' later described as the First world
war, of 1914-1918 and its consequent tragedies came towards its end,
many veins of thought, emotion and perception were optimistically
stirred for wvast numbers of disquieted populations, and many
outstanding artists, writers, poets, sculptors, craftworkers, intellectuals

and some political and trade union activists contributed to new roads

4 Marx The Communist Manifesto Peeking Press, 1975, p62.
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and vistas for more peaceful, just, exciting and fulfilling possibilities

for citizens of societies of the twentieth century.

Dissent from the war was widespread amongst workers and arguments
and inspirations of better societies proliferated as workers, trade
unionists and politico's of many countries took to their workplace's, to
the streets and to parliaments. Although sorrow was widespread as
many families lost a father, husband or son to its horrific consequernces,
arguments and proposals for more decent, fairer societies were to be
heard from some soldiers and even more by those who had refused to
go to war, those who had been exempted for reasons of the importance

of their work, or those were unable to because of ill-health.

Significant historical moments proliferated spontaneously, as well as
more thonght through attempts to encourage and create dissolutions to
the recurrent economic and social instabilities and crises. Manifestos
and projects for freedom, for the good life, for better living conditions
were produced and were made available to be read and considered of

which more shall be said in the following section of this chapter.

The economic experiences for citizens of industrialised societies during
these years were often close to tragic. Eaton describes the world crisis
of 1921, with its;
storm centre in the United States of America ... precipitated by
unbridled speculation and profiteering by the capitalist class
and the purchasing power of the masses which ultimately sets the
limits to what capitalists can sell, was of course, too restricted
both at home and abroad to sustain production geared to such

fantastic price levels (3),

The underlying contradictions of capitalism made themselves felt again
during the Great Crisis of 1929.
In America industrial production dropped to below half the pre-

crisis level. In Germany by 45 per cent, in England by almost

3 Eaton Political Economy Lawrence and Wishart, 1949 ppl91-192.
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twenty five percent ... the crisis lasted longer than any previous

crisis (4).

Faton describes how cartels were the scene of ceaseless manoceuvring
between the main groups of monopoly capitalists during the following
few years and that there was an accentuation of the uneven
development of capitalism and the struggle for the redivision of the
warld. Workers suffered cuts in wages, unemployment and appalling

treatment from the vicious human attitude of the ruling bourgeoisie.

Schumpater alse foresaw the crisis in capitalism as he witnessed and

studied different national economies of the nineteenth and twentieth

century. These he thought would evolve to socialism, not due to their

inefficiencies and wastefulness but precisely the opposite. Schumpater

writes, in its own unrealistic expectation of fulfilling human wants;
capitalism, essentially an evolutionary process would become
atrophic. There would be nothing left for entrepreneurs to do.
They would find themselves in much the same situation as
generals would in a society perfectly sure of permanent peace.
Profits and along with profits, the rate of interest would
converge towards zero. The bourgeois strata that live on profits
and interest would tend to disappear. The management of
industry and trade would become a matter of current
administration ... Socialism of a very scber type would almost
automatically come into being (5).

These predictions were not as quick to materialise as Schumpater
believed and even the implementation during the late 1930's and 1940's
of Keynes' message from the General Theory of Employment Interest and

Money did not irreversibly help the workers and the people, even
though gains were to be made by the recognition of the need for state

funded economic regeneration.

¢ Eaton Political Economy Lawrence and Wishart, 1949, p199.

d Schumpater Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy
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Massive numbers of people unemployed, economic instability, prohibition,
military expansionism and other indicators of societal inequality and
destabilisation were evident in many countries. Workers with restraint
and concern for future direction and societal inheritances marched,
protested and organised public meetings to respond to the near

calamitous circumstances.

Economic relations and measures were further reoriented by the second
world war. The Gold Standard which had been a common denominator
for currency stabilisation was given up at Breton Woods and loans to
repay debts incurred during the second world war and to aid
regeneration of the depressed economies of European countries were

made under the conditions of the Marshall Plan.

In Britain a labour government under the leadership of Clement Attlee
came to power and increased and egalitarian health provision, social
security and welfare benefits, decent housing, an acceptance by
governments to encourage full employment and education for all
children, were collectively improving the ideals and conditions for
societies and social justice. Many socialists and social democrats looked
to Britain as a leader of progressive political economy. Planning became
popularised after the critical press reports of the Soviet Unions New
Economic Policy of 'Five Year Plans' were regarded as too onesided and
planning was thought by many as a way of reducing the economic
destabilsations of; currency fluctuation, changes in interest rates,
swings in levels of productivity, instability of share prices, low levels
of employment, rising inflation percentages and other economic

indicators of the buoyancy of the economy.

However despite the change of mind by many politicians to accept
planning as beneficial it was soon to be discovered that the type of
planning was not of the same order, nor with the same motivations and
reasoning.
After the second world war, almost every European government
pledged itself to plan its countries economic reconstruction and

to maintain full employment ... before long, it became evident that
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there were two profoundly different conceptions of economic

planning, working class and capitalist planning.

Eaton goes on to claim that while the 'New Democracies' were more
working class and popular, that is, plans which served the interests of
the workers and the people, and decolonialisation was improving
international justice;
planning in France and Britain, for example ... did not allow
interference with the privileges and property rights of monopoly
capitalists ... and such industries as were nationalised were run

in a capitalist way (6).

The failure to secure more democratic involvement and consultation with
working people only prolonged the incompetent and contradictory
injustices that socialists were working to be rid of. The famous Clause
Four of the Labour Party;
To secure for the workers by hand and brain the full fruits of
their industry and the most equitable distribution thereof that
may be possible upon the basis of common ownership of the means
of production, distribution and exchange, and the best obtainable
system of popular administration and control of each industry or

service;

These laudable aspirations were only partially realised and many on the
left thought the concessions to doctors, farmers, monopoly capitalists
and others concerned with production for social need, was a weakness
on the part of a socialist government. Others found the experience of
nationalisation insensitive and uncreative, becoming entrenched in a
corporate conservatism which whether of businessman and trade union
man design, was of little difference to the majority of workers and
public citizens. Bureaucracy, Max Weber's vision of dull, hierarchical
efficiency, became preponderant and the bureaucrat a term of abuse as
opposed to the civil servant a term of praise.

b Eaton Political Economy, Lawrence and Wishart, 1949, p222.
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An historical marker of these dissatisfactions was to emerge as a New
Left, which started in France in the late 1940's and slowly became
internationally established as a result of the activity of British socialists
during the 1950's tried to develop the;
revolutionary aim of finding a third alternative that avoided both
the traditional ills of capitalism and the bureaucratic deformities
of the Communist Bloc. (but with) A critique of capitalism
which ... pays less attention to the economic struggle between
worker and employer and more attention to what might broadly be
called cultural issues - to questions about individual life style,
personal relationships, the relationship between man and his

natural environment and so forth (7).

Miller's passing description of the New Left does not though, lend
sufficient consideration of the active encouragement of creativity and
the liberating and interesting, if potentailly dangerous effect of artistic
phenomena on more than an individual persons lifestyle. Art, music,
theatre, literature, poetry and painting all played a part for the way
politics and culture could be done. Also Kenny's more historical study

The First New Left: British Intellectuals After Stalin (8) gives more

detail of the difficulties of developing links with the Trade Unions and

the workers movement for left wing intellectuals.

The nineteen fifties were economically and politically somewhat different
to the pre second world war years. The cold-war rhetoric characterised
the official conception of international relations. New inventions and
development of products, from vacuum cleaners to jet engines, from
electric trains to saloon cars, from home furnishings to were made more
cheaply and hy larger scale production. Concern about the increase of
violent reactions by working people if living and working conditions
were not minimally decent also encouraged some politicians to think more
carefully about legisaltion and the use of public money.

T Miller Anarchism Dent, 1984, pl4l.

8 Kenny The First New Left: British Intellectuals since Stalin Lawrence
and Wishart, 1996.
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By the late 1960's the process of political de-colonialisation set in motion
by independence movements and supported and encouraged first by the
Labour Party in Britain, and later by other governments of previously
colonial countries, was almost complete. After India, a number of Asian,
African and Latin American countries developed into independent states.
Although investment and resource movement retained a similar iniquitous
direction, poorer societies still being drained of resources and richer
societies being the recipients, no longer was there the forced
dependence either ideoclogically or technically on the wWest. However, as
books such as Susan George's A Fate worse than Debt reveals, capitalist
companies and governments arguing to sustain capitalism, have
attempted to maintain reliance upon the financial, technical and

industrial capacity of advanced states 'know how',

There is much evidence, of the enduring significance of the
relationships that have been established over time and it seems to be
the case that the interdependence of the first world' and the 'third
world' still materially exists. To this day, the industrialised and more
wealthy states, draw vast resources from impoverished nations, and
regularly employs cheap foreign labour both in the country of origin of
the labour and that of the company, and securing workers rights

remains a task for present and future generations of workers,

The crisis for capitalism in the 1960's and 1970's was though of a
slightly different nature to that of the 1920's and 1930's. The white
heat of technology, the opportunity for increased leisure, the Age of
Aquarius, Bell's expectation of the End of Ideology (9), spelled out in

his book of that title, the separation and specialisation of function, the
convergence of Eastern and Western industrialisation led Kerr to predict
that "the world is entering a new age - the age of {otal
industrialisation” in 1960 ().

The assessment of the changes, both progressive and the later reaction

is still underway, though many excellent books were written to help

Y Bell The End Of Ideology Harvard, 1969.

1 Kerr Industrialism and Industrialised Man Penguin, 1962, p9.
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understand what could be built upon, how errors could be obviated in
future and whether new and creative tactics would open more fruitful

avenues of activity and exploration.

Stuart Holland's valuable contribution coming with his book, The
Socialist Challenge took up these issues both seriously and well (“‘).

The rising tide of rebellion and strikes, historically coincident with the
Oil Crisis huge changes in Stock Markets listings, together with a shift
from a smaller number of private fundholders towards a larger number
of institutional fundholders who could at least theoretically shape

investment decisions, shifted the control of capital.

Finance capital especially, moved away from the inherited control of the
aristocracy and industrially motivated capitalists, who owned Ilabour
intensive heavy industry, to a new professional class and to financial
capitalists, who were more removed from the site of production and
even, in many cases legal ownership. This is most obviously evident in
the growth of the resources of pension funds and saving schemes which

now represent a large proportion of finance capital.

Citizens of societies during the 1970's also witnessed the emergence of

ecologically inclined economics. Shumacher's book Small is Beautiful

( 12) was one of the first to raise in the public mind, concern about the
damage to the ecological and social environment. Industrial development
should, it was argued, consider long term effects and be planned with
environmental considerations in mind. Emissions from coal, oil and gas
fuelled power burnt at power stations, factories, by car, train, plane,
and ship, were making the air more toxic and diminishing a finite

resource.

Farming and food production methods were also subject to an ethical
environmental gaze as factory farming became exposed as less than
humane and the quality and health of people eating different meats,
eggs, fish and cheese questioned. Food additives remain to be

1 Holland The Socialist Challenge Quartet, 1975.

12 Schumacher Small is Beautiful Abacus, 1973.
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displayed and crucial medical and chemical analyses continue to provoke
the banning of some substances and for public information a declarion

of what is added to food, written on cans, labels and other packaging.

Soil conditions were considered less than satisfactory as a result of
intensive cereal crop farming and the advantage of hedgerows, organic
and smaller farming methods given a boost. Sensitivity to preventative
health measures were increased and individual and social health issues
were considered not only as a matter for treatment, which had been the
predominant medical ethic, but also from the point of view of
prevention, which a balanced diet, clean water and safe work, public

and home environment helps normalise.

By the late 1980's the New Times authors identified some of these trends
as identified with late and disorganised capitalism. One description of
the constellation of ideas of 'mew times' is of the lurching distribution
of wealth between the 'rich' and 'poor', which over longer periocds show
little evidence of more just and equitable distribution and for some
periods an apalling record when the levels of poverty, unemployment
and illhealth actually increased in many mature democracies and
advanced societies. If the politicians knew what they were doing, how

could they have allowed this to happen?

Thurborn's essay 'The Two-Thirds One Third Society' and John Urry's
'"The End of Organised Capitalism’, which is a precis of a book he wrote
with Lash, describe the process that have changed some aspects of
wealth distribution and organisation during the restructuring of
capitalist relations, and some which show resistance to change. The
percentage of citizens who own most of the fixed capital of each society
has changed little, the state (government and citizens) being the only
large scale holder of land and capital. Finance capital and currency
trading similarly are controlled by a tiny percentage of the citizens of
each society, although pension funds have changed to some extent the
number of adult who can potentially, given the proper means of
consultation, shape the ethical and functional direction of investment

capital.



Thurborn and Urry describe some of the internal dynamics of capitalist
relations and the corresponding organisations ( most significantly
industrial companies, trade unions, governments and social movements),
as they appear from the early half of this century onwards. In
Thurborn's essay he recognises the coincidental growth of unemployment
and Brazilianisation, but, he says this is not;
a necessary effect of 'anonymous evil forces' of contemporary
capitalism. It is an inherent potentiality of capitalism. But
without the willing or unconscious support or strategic acceptance
of the right wing politicians and economic advisors and of faint
hearted weak-willed social democrats and, sometimes of starry
eyed trade unionists credulously buying the liberal arguments,
high unemployment could have been staved off (13)“

Paralleled to Thurborn's description and analysis, Urry's The End of

1
),

Organised Capitalism ( conveys evidence of the transition from a

post 1945 political and economic arrangement when people witnessed and

experienced an;
increasing dominance of large national economic, social and
political institutions over peoples lives: increasing average size
work places; rising rates of capital concentration, banks, industry
and state working together; residence and plant locations
becoming more and more on urbanised; collective bargaining
taking place more and more on a national scale; the industrial
male working class reaching its greatest number and politics and
culture reflecting the confrontation of nationally organised social
classes (15)

As this development broke down it started becoming a less
organised system with; alternative bases for organisations, new
social movements; instrumental collectivism; an international

classless culture; an anti-state neo-liberalism, and the growth of

1 Thurborn New Times Lawrence and Wishart, 1989, pl10.

1 Lash and Urry The End of Organised Capitalism

5 Urry New Times Lawrence and Wishart, 1989, p95..
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the institutional and cultural resources of a powerful service

class intermediate between capital and labour (]'ﬁ).

The technical reorganisation, or disorganisation of canitalism, which
appeared as the dominant mode for social, economic and industrial
relations, under the contingencies of state and capital, have been
displaced by the ideoclogical, social, cultural and economic developments
which they helped bring about. Similarly the disestablishment of the
Soviet Union, the unification of East and West Germany and the
development of transnational economic and political 'blocks’, the attempts
to build pan-national social and economic treatise and the reformulated
authority of the United Nations has led to a reidentification of economic

and political loyalties and priorities.

The human interest of feeding the starving, increasing literacy and
numeracy, providing safe and lasting employment, reducing the tension
of war-torn regions while employers look to a sea of unemployed and
tenuously employed people, with various qualifications and skills, is an
unsightly reminder of remaining social and economic injustices. The
leaders of large multi-national and transnational companies appear to
look to a more or less qualified and skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled,
"labour force' as well as natural and manmade resources from anywhere
in the world, often overlooking the workers of the society of which they
are citizens, in ways that are often divisive.

Driven onwards by notions of efficiency, dynamic production and the
language of 'production quotas', work plans, targets and projects,
managers fail to fully listen to workers concerns about why these only
partially fulfil the workers needs and interests in more cooperative
working practices.

The squeezed incomes, weakened job security reduced or weakened
trade union rights, increased part-time work and the shake up of state
sector provision, has encouraged the management strata to take

independent insurances and protection for their own and their

16 Urry New Times Lawrence and Wishart, 1989, p102.
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children's education, health, welfare and retirement, whilst most working
people can not afford to do so. Even equal pay acts and equal
opportunity legislation have only slightly improved the chances for
social justice to be thought of as a reasonable expectation, but a decent
and fair deal remains to be more formally struck.

The crises referred to are not only of management and technical
organisation, but a function of the inherent inadequacies and
contradictions of capitalism. Further, the manipulation of innovations,
wants and needs, which are allowed common expression are by the
mediums of television, radio, magazines and newspapers, particularly as
a result of advertising has often ideologized the good life. Rarely is
acknowledgement or voice given to the workers who produce and make
the goods and services and who fulfil a valuable public need.

Tempered by the relationship of state and capital and the differing
perceptions of people as citizens or electorate, thoughts and
descriptions of working people or consumers and discussions about the
fulfilment of people as human beings or human capital provides various
horizons and vistas upon which securing greater egalitarianism ig

considered and acted upon.

Robin Murray remarks that we should have by now;
learnt ... the limits of Keynesian policy ... in Spain, France,
Greece or Australia - social democratic governments have come in
on a platform of expansionism and redistribution ... The present
economic crisis should be seen first and foremost as a crisis of
restructuring. The priority for the Left should be to intervene
in this restructuring in order to change its course. This
requires detailed popular planning ... and a material capacity for
intervention at a national, as well as local level. This is what T

mean by a strategy of alternative production (]7).

It is rarely possible to locate the discrete dates and sites of such shifts

because they are more a manifestation of a trend rather than specific

7 Murray Benneton Britain in New Times Lawrence and Wishart, 1989,
pp54-63.
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events, therefore rough approximations provide a guideline to likely
developments. But dates of specific stock market growths and crashes
and changes in other economic indicators (usually monetarist - exchange
rates, shareholder index's, inflation and interest rates), as well as the

names of the wealthiest owners of capital, are open to historical record.

Modern Art and the Crisis and Reassurance of Science

"wWhen I discovered class struggle, this was a true discovery, in which
I now believe totally, in the very form of the descriptions which Marx
gave of it. Only the epoch has changed. Otherwise it is the same

struggle, with the same classes and the same road to victory" (18).

Jean-Paul Sartre made this eloguent statement, in an interview with
Madeleine Chapsal that took place during 1953 and provided an
articulation of an understanding to which those who live during the

capitalist epoch are reaching.

Sartre's notice of an epochal change though, requires further
elucidation. By raising the possibility of identifying capitalism as
perhaps not as monolithic and bounded an epoch as its hegemonic status
might encourage some to believe, Sartre helps us consider whether
capitalism might be characterised as only partially explanatory and
overlapping with other epochs, notably feudalism and socialism. The
first two sections of this chapter introduced the recurrent problem of
social and economic contradictions and crisis of capitalism, and of the
failure of communism fo bring about the desired dissolutions, and

therefore the crisis of communism.

p37.

18 Sartre Between Existentialism and Marxism (trans. Mathews) Verso, 1983,
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This section introduces the way in which science and art have been
regarded as activities conducted to the credit, education and pleasure
of humanity, as a subjective pleasure and personal interest, or as vices
of self engrandisement or perpetuation of divisive hierarchies. Thereby
providing a more full description and offering some explaination of the

epochal transformation to which Sartre was referring.

After the proliferation of understanding and knowledge gained by
natural scientists, many socialists including Marx, were to apply the
methods of the natural sciences to the human sciences. The early
development of modern social science was taken on by many socialists
and became an integral part of the internationalism of early socialists

as a base to building a 'scientific socialism'.

The health and safety of many citizens as well as interest in education
was, it was argued, to be well served by the application of sound
scientific principles. The building of bridges, houses, manufactured
goods, aeroplane, tractors and numerous infrastructural phenomena,
would obviously be better done if mathematical and scientific principles
are applied to their construction. Social sciences also required a firm
and substantial grounding leading to claims such as those made by Marx
that;
the social relations within which individuals produce the social
relations of production, change, are transformed, with the change
and development of the material means of production, the
productive forces.. The relations of production in their totality
constitute what are called the social relations, society and
specifically a society with a peculiar, distinctive character.
Ancient society, feudal society, bourgeois society are such

totalities of production relations, each of which, at the same time
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denotes a special stage of developments in the history of mankind

(]9).

Historical materialism became the methodology of many socialists,
especially those who referred to Marxism as the bases by which the
history of societies could be best understood. Cornforth wrote in his
book 'Dialectical Materialism';
We do not base our socialism, as the utopians did, on a abstract
conception of human nature. The utopians worked out schemes
for an ideal society, but could not show us how to socialism in
practice. Marxism made socialism into a science by basing it on
an analysis of the actual movement of history, of the economic law
of motion of capitalist society in particular, thus showing how
socialism arises as the necessary next stage in the evolution of

society (20) .

Within thirty to forty years of Karl Marx's historic breakthroughs, the
sociologist Durkheim was to claim that 'social facts are things'. Social
phenomena were considered discoverable in much the same way that
scientific and natural phenomena were. The exception being that many
social phenomena were the product of the work of mankind. Therefore,
unlike the stars and the planets, the atomic structure of elements, the
geological development of the earths rocks and land masses, the bio-
diversity of organic nature and the changes and evolution of the
phenomena of natural history, the evolution of societies show that

humanity has shown its difference from nature;

9 Marx 'Wage Labour and Capital' in McLellan (ed) The Thought of Karl
Marx MacMillan, 1977, pl31.

0 Cornforth Dialectical Materialism T.awrence and Wishart, 1952, p127.
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as one of her own forces, setting in motion, arms and legs, head
and hands, the natural forces of his body (21) mankind has
brought things into being by conscious labour based upon a
framework of conscious conceptions of what is produced, how it

is produced and where it is produced.

For some social scientists and philosophers a 'hard science' view of
social causality and human ingenuity and creativity led to the
conclusion that the interrelationship of science and art could only be
understood if each were considered separate and autonomous spheres

of endeavour and activity, with few, if any, overlaps.

The philosopher Ayer wrote in Language, Truth and Logic in the section

on 'the THNumination of Metaphysics';
If a work of science contains tirue and important
propositions its value as a work of science will hardly be
diminished by the fact that they are inelegantly expressed.
And similarly a work of art is not necessarily the worse for
the fact that all the propositions comprising it are literally

false (22).

But his view can be put out of court for much the same reasons as
Leibniz thought Locke's description of a mind as a tabular rasa was
inadequate. Ignoring the close association of many of the phenomenon
with which artistic and scientific work are concerned, Ayer fails to pay
adequate attention to the matter that artists do not only entertain. The
artist Matisse once wrote of this connection, in a letter to a friend and

colleague Camion, in 1914;

Y Marx Capital Vol.l in McLellan The Thought Of Karl Marx MacMillan,
1977, pl48.

1 Ayer Language Truth and Logic Penguin, 1990, p28.

57



I am a romantic, yes, but to a great extent a scientist and a
rationalist. This creates the conflict from which 1 emerge

victorious, occasionally out of breath (23).

The poet Rilke similarly considered the need of the poet to spend many
hours studying, conceptualising and recording the movement of birds,
animals, watching trees, flowers, rivers, hills, cliffs and other 'natural’

phenomena as an inescapable activity for a good poet.

The growing enthusiasm for the notion that mankind, and the work of
good people was not exclusive to a society or culture also led to an
acknowledgement that the breadth contributions to knowledge were
important if an exclusive and elitist reproduction of interpretation was
to be obviated. Rather, it was commonly argued, knowledge, ability,
intelligence and the creation of majestic phenomenon could be attributed
to many people from societies around the world. Tn addition to the
phenomenal contribution made by the great inventors and discoverers
of the industrial, rational and scientific age, there were many other
contributions which deserved acknowledgement and recognition whose
loving and painstaking work provides much with which future

generations could become more easy and enchanted.

As substantial bases of information and argument, conceptual and other
intellectual developments were increased in both amount and availability,
both the building and transcendence of the truth claims of subjectivity
were developed by artists, philosophers and social theorists from
numerous fields. Capacities and understandings which could come to
the aid of explanations of social and scientific historical transformations
and developments emerged, which claimed a more general objectivity

than the individuals perception leading the way to regarding socialism,

2 Matisse in Barnes (ed) Matisse: Artists in their own words Bracken
books, 1995, pl8.
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psychology and the arts and humanities as more than just what Marx,

Freud and famous artists and humanists thought, believed, felt and saw.

The characterisation and explanation of historical transformations
however, when the pace of change is as intense as it was during the
industrial revolution and later during the late nineteenth and early
twentieth century, has been regarded as problematic. The
transformations and repetitions have only become more strongly
understood by those with disciplined study and by the means of
interpretation which hindsight can provide. Just as Marx noted that;
The bourgeoisie during its rule of scarcely one hundred years
has created more massive and more colossal productive forces
than have all preceding generations together (24).
the French writer Charles Pugay remarked, soon after the turn of the
twenfieth century that, 'the world has changed less since the time of

Jesus Christ, than it has in the last thirty years'.

The agglomeration of Promethean (the name refers to the mortal of
Greek myvths who stole fire from the gods for men - and was the main
subject for a raging poem by Percy Bishe Shelley 'Prometheus
Unbound') production and of artistic and ethical achievements, that were
to be found at different levels of advancement or primitiveness, in
societies across the five continents were not only to be the result of
technological and industrial production. The rational and romantic also
found expression in the work of Goethe who claimed ‘'in art, the best is

good'.

The human phenomena and creative activity of painting, writing
literature and poetry, designing architectural masterpieces and making

art work towards the production of numerous manufactured and art

M Marx The Communist Manifesto in McLellan, Marx Selected Writings,
Oxford, 1990, p224-225.
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objects, produced significant transformations of consciousness and
relationship to the appreciation of historical time. Kandinsky "The
Horse carries the rider with power and speed. But the rider controls
the horse. Talent carries the artist to great heights, with power and
speed. But the artist directs his talent. That is the element of
"consciousness”, of "calculation" in the work - or whatever else one

chooses to call it. (25).

The artist Cezanne, encouraged a new way of comprehending and
looking at natures eternital qualities and its transformation and
humanisation. The transformation of raw materials by technology and
labour which provides the substance for buildings and infrastructure,
and helped develop new farming techniques and the understanding of
animal husbandry to make available greater qualities of housing,
transport, food and other basic necessities for increasing populations

of societies.

work, leisure and home life were conceived and minimally improved as
was the way in which the human condition was conveyed and emotional
and intellectual commitments and criticisms. The immense significance
of these helped produce a new living vocabulary of heaven, earth and
hell, of rationality and analysis, of beauty and ugliness, of human

fulfilment and disappointment, of social progress and stagnation.

Colour theories also proliferated and Kandinsky's chapter about the

psychology of colour in his Concerning the Spiritual in Art (26) is one

of a number of fine examples, as was the colour wheel developed at the

Bauhaus and as bright, primary colours and white and black became

p31.

2 Kandinsky 'Autobiography’ in Whitford F. Kandinsky Paul Hamlyn, 1967,

2% Kandinsky Concerning the Spiritual in Art Dover, 1991.
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popularised by artists. Also artists reconsideration of the way to

sculpt, craft or paint; There are, wrote Matisse
painters who work directly from nature and those who work
purely from the imagination. Personally, I think neither of these
methods must be preferred to the exclusion of the other. Both
may be used in turn by the same individual, either because he
needs contact with other objects in order to receive sensations
that will excite his creative faculty, or his sensations are already
organised, In either case he will be able to arrive at the that

totality which constitutes a picture.

Another art form which emerged was the result of a meeting of Picasso
and Braque, who upon being introduced by Appolinaire, {who adopted
this name at sixteen years of age as acknowledgement of his respect for
the ancient Greeks) developed the artistic style recognised and known
as Cubism. Like Mattise and Derrain, Braque was quick to see the
importance of Cezanne, particularly his emphasis on the primacy of
geometric shapes of nature, landscaped and the built environment. But
while Cezanne worked from spheres, cones, cyvlinders and the context of
nature which 'for him (included) the human being, the apple, the
mountain (as) always essential’', the cubists with a strong influence from
African art incorporated in a western framework, worked in way
characterised by Paul Schwartz, that 'looked beyond man and questioned
the testimony of the eye in its entirety through the medium of the

mind’ (27).

Distinct movements Neo-Impressionism, Fauvism, Expressionism, Cubism,
Abstraction and artists working with other concepts, materials and
styles broke free from the tyranny of earlier categories and

imperatives. Humanism, Avant-Garde art and the Bohemian way of life

i Schwartz The Cubists Thames and Hudson, 1971, p31.
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became a refreshing life breath for many artists and public audience
alike and with these the liberation from the yoke that before had bound
many artists to labouring and patronage. Marx had identified that the
bourgeoisie had;
stripped of its halo every occupation hitherto honoured and
looked up to with reverent awe. (And) has converted the
physician, the lawyer, the priest, the poet, the man of

science into its paid wage labourer (ZE),

However, while the production of art had reached an historic turning
point when artists could begin to consciously try to meet the needs of
the soul, to provide succour and nourishment to humanity, to sooth like
a good armchair and an oasis amongst the desert of dry science, these
epochal developments do not fit easily into the growing base of the

sncialist tradition.

To unpack these phenomena it is helpful to also recognise that social
and political changes that were taking place during these times, were
also immense and of historic significance. The development of modern
states and governments, elected by 'universal franchise' to which
numerous social theorists and scientists paid attention, were formed and
with it the notions of citizenship and the development of the working
classes of societies still recognisable during the late twentieth century.
The first embryonic social legislation was made law and enfranchisement

and rights to political participation increased.

Social life of all industrialised societies was progressively transformed
and the past recast as acknowledgment of the tremendous impact of

furious human activity became apparent. Voting rights, changes in

2 Marx The Communist Manifesto in McLellan, Karl Marx: Selected Writings
Oxford 1990, p224.
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political, welfare and economic rights and human rights became issues

which stimulated sections of society into action.

Therefore to this epochal transformation attention needs to bhe given in
order that guestions can be answered as to whether or not capitalism,
as understood by its protagonists and critics, is a defining and limited
totality of an historic epoch. Further whether modern artistic
contributions should be seen as a product of bourgeois society or of
more humanist or socialist motives and understandings, and how is it
possible to distinguish between those which are and those which are
not. By what criteria can the proliferation of original and exciting
artistic production of the period from approximately 1830 to 1925 be

understood.

Firstly a background of belief that capitalism, as a mechanism of
fulfilling human needs and desires, can be historically surpassed, and
was Dpreceded by different series of political and economic relations,
which has long heen thought of by socialists, remains important. With
these crucial insights the notion of historical progress and direction is

more clear.

Marx recognised as early as 1844, in The German Ideology;
that men must be in a position to live, in order to make history.
But life involves before everything else, eating, drinking, a
habitation, clothing, and many other things. The first historical
act is the production of the means to satisfy these needs, the

production of material life itself. And indeed this is an historical

act, a fundamental condition of all history {29).

pl65.

“ Marx The German Ideology in Mclellan, Marx Selected Writings. 1995,
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Resistance to the worst effects of capitalist injustices and the movement
to help contribute to the construction the coming into being of more
just and socialist relations were a central premise to the diverse
activities to which socialists are committed. Trade Unions and socialist
parties, cooperatives and citizens and workers initiatives provided the
foundations of solidarity whether by the means of work, craft or trades,
education or leisure, as worker, artist, student or public citizen in civil

society and as participant at home amongst family, or friends.

Science was respected as helpful to mankind, and the importance of
artistic contributions on the road to socialism and responsible freedom
gained admiration. The liberal's J. S.Mill and later Bertrand Russell
were to write about these themes but the British road to socialism was
strongly influenced during the late 19th century, by John Ruskin and
William Morris.  Ruskin's lectures and writing included the gentle
insistence that;
without mingling heart-passion with hand power, no art is
possible. The highest art unites both in their intensest degrees
... Hence it follows that the utmost power of art can only be
given in a material capable of receiving and retaining the subtlest
influences of the human hand. The hand is the most perfect

agent of the material power existing in the universe (30).

Further he argued that human activity and knowledge could progress
better by not becoming taken over by the disposition of;
Man of science wrestles with man of science for priority of
discovery and pursues in pangs of jealous haste his solitary
inquiry. You alone (artists) are called by kindness - by
necessity - by equity, to fraternity of toil ... 2 meaning more

profound and true than any that fancy so commonly has attached

U Ruskin Sesame and Lillies The Two Paths Dent, 1925, p199.
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to them. Men say their pinnacles point towards heaven. Why so
does every tree that buds, and every bird that sings. Men say
their aisles are good for worship. Why so is every mountain

glen, and rough sea shore (3]).

William Morris' work and life also still provides excellent material for
seeing one way these socialist ambitions were worked for.

E.P.Thompson's excellent biography William Morris: Romantic 1o

Revolutionary (32) and the many examples of Morris' work that remain,

stand as testimony to his contribution and his vehement condemnation

of the cash nexus as being the relationship between man and man.

The degradation of human relationships to one of money exchange and
wage labouring was for Morris immiserating and incomplete, As ane
counter to Ruskin though Morris argued for artists and craftsmen fo
respect 'the truth {o materials’ and 1o encourage the abolition of the
false distinction between art and craft. These have remained
unaccomplished tasks, though progress towards that end is inching

forward and the Bauhaus was to continue with this emerging practice.

Morris' 'A factory as it might be', is a delightful and imploring essay
about changing places of work to be like cathedrals or galleries, with
paintings, sculptures, stained glass windows, and high quality
decorative arts furnishing the interior, which again is found only by a
few examples, and often require intervention to be maintained and kept
in their original splendour. Echoes of Morris' hopes were to be heard
during the 1960's when Ivian claimed;

Everyone will live in their own cathedral. There will be rooms

awakening more vivid fantasies than any drug. There will be

3l Ruskin Sesame and Lilies Two Paths Dent, 1927, ppl87-188,

3 Thompson William Morris Romantic to Revolutionary Hutchinson, 1976.
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houses where it is impossible not to fall in love. Other houses

Morris was also one of the first to develop the artistic style that was
later to be named modernism, which remains a contentious and
interesting contribution to historical progress. Modernism gained
sustained attention from Lunn during the 1980's with his doctorate

which was later published as a book Marxism and Modernism (34), with

his emphasis on the contributions of Brecht, Block, Benjamin and
Adorno. The influence of Morris is little charted during the twentieth
century while modernism is far more widely known, although maligned
by some. To some it became post dated by the advent of post-
modernism, but made sufficient impact during the 20th century to make
it plausible to believe that elements of its social influence still remain
to be discovered, to be felt and seen, to be thought about, reflected
upon and reconsidered, and some modernist creations such as the
buildings, sculptures, furniture pieces, novels and other objects will

remain for future generations interest, inquiry and pleasure.

George Bernard Shaw, writer, dramatist and critic, similarly noticed the
transition to the new approaching epoch. In his critical essay 'The
Sanity of Art' he remarked on Nordau's book, that while Nordau claims
that;
we are all suffering from exhaustion, and that symptoms of
degeneracy are visible in all directions, culminating at various
points in Wagner's music, Ibsen's dramas, Manet's pictures,
Tolstoy's novel's, Whitman's poetry, Dr. Jeager's woollen clothing
. anarchism and humanitarianism and in short, everything that

Dr Nordau does not happen to approve of ...

3 Ivian in Miller Anarchism Dent, 1984, pl44.

3 Lunn Marxism and Modernism University of California Press, 1981.
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Nordau's judgement, writes Shaw, should not be taken much notice of.
Tt is the familiar delusion of the used up man that the world is going
to the dogs).
The claim of art to our respect must stand or fall with the
validity of its pretention to cultivate and refine our senses and
faculties until seeing, hearing, feeling, smelling and tasting
become highly conscious and critical acts with us ... the worthy
artist is he who serves the physical and moral senses by feeding
them with pictures, musical compositions, pleasant houses and
gardens, good clothes and fine implements, poems, fiction, essays
and dramas which call the heightened senses and ennobled
faculties into pleasurable activity ... we feel the iconoclast and
Philistine are attacking something holier, by solid usefulness, than
their own theories of purity and practicality; this is why art has
won the privileges of religion (35).
Theosophy, a movement from which many artists, scientists,
mathematicians and socialists took hope became established. The
Theosophy Society subscribed to the denial of the existence of any
personal God and claimed to be derived from the sacred writings of
Brahmanism and Buddhism. After the publication of a book by a
Russian, Mdme Blavatsky about theosophy, Theosophy Societies became
established in many countries. Tts internationalism and egalitarian -
humanist perspectives and contributions were to appeal to many of the
early modernists and abstract artists including Kandinsky and

Mondriaan.

Concerns for health, the provision of clean water and medical advances

helped alleviate suffering and illness. Municipal councils began to take

# Shaw 'The sanity of Art' in Bernard Shaw: Major Critical Essays
Penguin, 1986, pp342-343.
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up early local democratic concerns and electoral enfranchisement was
increased. By the 1930's most women and men of industrialised societies

were entitled to fully participate in the electoral and political process.

These pragressive and democratic changes helped free many citizens
from the tyranny of earlier misconceptions of equality and justice. By
contributing to the process of ridding sections of humanity of the
obscufications of pomposity, financial hierarchy and unsubstantiated
prejudices, many artists, craft workers and intellectuals were able to

develop their own vocations.

These are contributions to reasoning and beauty, to the future
blessings which are bestowed upon citizens of future societies, to
insights and criticisms which constitute the arena of activity which

Kandinsky identifies ag the fourth dimension. The commercialisation of

work on without the life blood of public acclaim and respect, financial
congiderations that do not praostitute the artists work remain a source
of concern and consternation. Making art ohjects, providing new things
to educate and encourage the refinement of sight, of hearing, of taste,

of smell, of touch and sensitivitieg of emotion as well as the intellect are

diffuse, and therefore less predictable, hut a political and human



significance can also be placed on the consideration of its production.

The humanisation of nature was also to become more present to the
ways in which the countryside was looked at, to the way parks and
gardens were created and tended, and the work of imagination,
creativity, of the human hand and reasoning minds was to be seen in
the planting of forests and agricultural fields, the building of gardens,
of fences and digging of ditches. Canalization and straightening of
rivers, building of sea defence and construction of reservoirs and dams

was not the result of haphazard forces but conscious design and effort.

Even the tools and technical specialist equipment to build the bridges,
the buildings, the roads, the reservoirs, the canals were designed, both
functionally and in the best cases with knowledge and thought of the
materials and comfort of the artist or craftsman. To construct with both
artistic and functional consideration, is to more fully socialise the
environment and when done with attention to the highest and most
gentle of human needs helps recall the reasons for treating tools and
objects built by workers, artists and craftsmen alike with an element of

awe and respect.

Many socialists recognised this shift of consciousness and encouraged
it with artistic and sometimes moral fervour and appreciation. The
authorship and artistic direction of the new epoch was historically
momentous. In Marx's terminology these creations present for humanity
the beginning of human history. Arendt was later to agree that
creativity found expression in many walks of life, and though more
explicitly republican found in art, literature, architecture, noetry,
science, politics and labour the release from earlier master - slave

relations that dominated many social and economic interactions.
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Tressell's famous novel, The Ragged Trousered Philanthropist (36)

exposed the dilemma and source of aggravation wonderfully, with regard
to house decoration. The novels of Zola were realist and exposed that

life was not just about 'high society'. Hardy's Jude the Obscure,

Conrad's Heart of Darkness and other novels were beginning to show

the problems of breaking class and international divisions and taboos,
encouraging workers to take up travel and education, and giving
literary wvoice and description to those who were discouraging or

preventing those ambitions.

However, despite the combined efforts of Communists and socialists, the
dissolution of class societies, from class to classless egalitarian societies,
failed. The artists, novelists and poets etc. though intensely disliking
the pomposity of some of the purchasers of their art and often subject
to criticism with limited technical handling of the mediums of painting,
music, literature or their chosen art form, were also critical of socialists
and some working class who were sceptical or dismissive of many fine

artistic contributions.

The development of socialist realism and its reception, a vivid art form
with many obvious features, which at its best was colourful, conveyed
images of healthy working people and a robust attitude to the future,
is testimony to the problem of suggesting that there is only one way of
'seeing’ (37). Even if some good things can be said of the genuine
attempt to reappraise what is valuable to humankind, the criticisms of
its slightly dull, over industrialised eden gracing the 'socialist society’,
and often sycophantic attitude to Joseph Stalin deserves to be

mentioned in order that some critical distance can be sustained.

¥ Tressell The Ragged Trousered Philanthropist Permegon, 1974.

3 See Berger Ways of Seeing B.B.C. 1973, for an introdution to seeing in
different ways, especially with regard to art and sculture in the Soviet Union
after 1945,
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while forcibly trying to overcome the preceding relations of economic
activity by taking over the commanding heights of the economy and
'putting politics in command’, socialist politicians often find art of little
significance. Trotsky, to his credit, stands out as beacon amongst
temporarily successful politicians with regards to that question. As a
theoretician and tactician he still regarded art of sufficient influence to
future societies that he considered it worth making the time to write

Literature and Revolution (38) within a few years of becoming a member

of the Politburo and government of the Union of Socialist Soviet
Republics. Some beautiful writing conveys he intelligent appraisal of
art movements and some of the leading artists, and it remains a classic

text book on the relationship between art and society.

Artists though are, to some extent, potentially freer to fulfil the
vocational ambitions to which they aspire. Unlike politicians who must
pay heed to the public or suffer a loss of support or respect, artists
can continually work for an unalienated fulfilling life. The mastery of
the craft, the materials, ideas, concepts and even emotional commitment
shows through in the work. The inner life of the artist being often as
important as the outer life. The imaginative, thoughtful and emotionally
inspired constructions bare testimony to the notion that artists and
those who with time, energy, ability, perceptive insights and dexterity
might be recognised as the barer's of the mantle of creative and
majestic value. Upon the shoulders of artists rests the heavy burden
of encouraging all to regard with respect that which artist know to be
the highest human preoccupations, upon the public rests the burden of

appreciation and encouragement.

Shaping human history in previously unthought and unexpected ways

began to flourish. Art movements, neo-Impressionist, Modernist, Cubist,

i Trotsky Literature and Revolution Redwords, 1991.
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Expressionist, Fauvist and Abstract broke free from early art forms.
Some, such as the expressionist movement, included music, literature,
poetry and painting. Musical developments of serial and atonal music,
jazz, and progressive classical music changed the acoustic, tonal,
rhythmic reference points and landmarks. The list of creative artists
and their artwork is far too extensive to give a comprehensive
consideration to here, but many books on these and other art
movements of the time are to be found, some, T think, are vet to be
writien as the art movements which developed during the last quarter
of the nineteenth and the first quarter of the twentieth century

undergo reconsideration.

Film was also an exciting development and began a new genre of
information, entertainment and documentation. The 'movies' were a new
phenomenon, and unlike still photography, provided both a moving image

and carried speech and sound.

The media, notably newspapers and magazines also increased the share
of experience and knowledge which might further enlighten a societies
citizens. Though ownership of newspapers by the 'press barons', the
effect of editorial control, of censorship and the political and economic
emphases by and large, showed deliberate ignorance or indifference to
the plight or claims or working people. Trade unions and the left-wing
political parties and movements, were marginalised although the need for
Journalists to be reasonably factual, was a constant spur to accurate

reporting.

The emergence of what McCluhan refers to as the electronic age,
comprehensively changed the potential for communications, comfort,
lighting, energy for production and transport, news gathering and
transmitting. Lenin even remarked that soviets and electrification of

the railways was socialism. But as Blake and Wordsworth had viewed
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with horror the 'dark satanic mills' of steam and coal powered industrial
production so many modern artists and philosphers critically viewed

developments of modern technology and electrification,

Many though were taken with the new technology. The first petrol
powered flights, telephone conversations, more motor vehicles and trams,
trains, quicker mail services, road, rail and quicker sea voyages, early
moving pictures and numerous other inventions picked up the pace of
history and inspired artists like the Italian futurists and the Britsh

Vortecists.

They imprint of humanity on what had once been argued as a 'matural
ordering' was becoming ever more evident Relations between classes,
individuals, groups, sections and organised movements shaping future
experience, shaping the landscape, language, the cities, the workplaces,
the houses, the farms, the countryside, the stadia, the roads, the parks,
the sea-shore, the dockyards, the clothes and many other encounters

between the objects of labour (capital) and human labour and ingenuity.

The art and social critic Hughes writes:
Unlike our grandparents, we live in a world that we made
ourselves. Until about fifty years ago, images of Nature were
keys to our feelings in art. Nature - its cycles of grthh and
decay, its response to wind, weather, light, and the passage of
the seasons, its ceaseless renewal, its infinite complexity and of
form and behaviour on every level, from the molecule to the
galaxy - provided the governing metaphors within which almost

every relationship of the Self to Other could be described and

examined ... If this sense has become dimmed it is partly because
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for most people Nature has been replaced by the culture of

; 39,
congestion ().

Beautification, repetitive attention to clothing and fashion styles,
hairdressing, adornments to the body such as make up, perfumes,
cologne's and attention to hygiene are increasingly closer to hand.
Price rises though often exceed wage rises and make decent living
standards difficult to sustain. Decent quality materials and products
are often prohibitively expensive although putting pictures on walls,
tending to grown and cut flowers, placing sculptures and craft pieces,
getting reasonable furniture, decorations, curtains, music systems,
radio's, washing machines, televisions, wallpaper, books, newspapers and
so forth is consistently done to make living space more pleasurable and

fulfilling.

The design of and materials used for buildings and infrastructure also
require both the application of science and aesthetic consideration, if
not ethical as well to make fulfil satisfactorily health, safety, artistic

and functional purposes.

Trotsky noted the little time working people have got for art and asked
'will the proletariat have enough time to create a proletarian culture'?
He goes on to claim that he expected the transition to socialism to take
decades after which proletarian culture will disappear and socialist
classless art and culture will be made, and was therefore not over-
optimistic nor broken hearted by the prospect for proletarian culture

and art.

Human history does not properly start until socialism became the

defining moment of human relations and production, claimed Marx. That

B Hughes The Shock of the New Thames and Hudson, 1981.
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prediction provokes some contention, but was based upon more than
speculation. During his lifetime, he saw few examples of socialism. A
few idealistic philanthropic socialist communities, New Lanark in Scotland
notably, and civic movements as were manifest during the Paris
Commune, where the clocks were smashed, in order that the time taken
to achieve the ambitions of socialism was not constrained by the hour

of the day.

However, by the turn of the century, socialist parties, trade unions,
cooperatives and citizens initiatives had come to be an effective
presence in many societies. Therefore, just as an educated worker
knows the tools that are needed to produce the product well in its best
form, so socialists took to learning the craft of industrial and political
democracy and artists and writers began to find a more sympathetic
environment for the production of art objects, the composition of music,
the writing of prose, poetry and scientific works. Women were to be
able and encouraged to become creative artists, take up membership of
trade unions and be involved in the political process, with famous
characters such as Annie Besant, Rosa Luxemburg, Emily Pankhurst

gaining some public support for their different contributions.

Looking back upon the end of the 19th century and the first few

decades of the twentuieth century, Sartre wrote that philosophy;
since Keirkegaard, Nietzsche and Bergson, ceased to be
explanation at a distance, and claimed henceforth to be one with
experience itself; It was no longer content to throw light on man
and his life, but aspired to be this life in its full consciousness

of itself ... ().

0 Sartre 'The Singular Universal' Between Existentailism and Marxism
Verso, 1983.
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