Interview 3.19

Special note:  Qus =  Quseir.  Q-al-Q = Quseir al-Qadim.  Möv = Mövenpick.
I:
In the city here there are hiding places. But the people refuse to tell people about them because they are afraid that people might go and take things from them.  There are 3 or 4 big holes under the ground and all the people say that they are connected to Q-al-Q for escaping when pirates attacked.  Another hole went from here to the seaside, another went from here to Q-al-Q.  I think they speak about a place to keep the water – a well.  In the oldest houses they are found, but the problem is that the people make this a place for the toilet.  This is the problem because nobody knows their value.

You will also meet a problem with the Bedouin in the desert – the Ababda or the Bisharia.  They will never ever tell you about the places inside the desert that containing monuments.  They will refuse.  This was for a long, long time their kingdom – no strangers go there.  I don’t mean strange that you are from England, I mean even us, we are strangers for them too.  But I will do my best to find some things out for you and I’ll tell you.  

I want to tell you something else.  My family is from Upper Egypt, one of the biggest families in Egypt.  Maybe it is the number one you know – there are about 4 million of us.  It’s true!  Seven families belong to one father.  We know until now that they are places in the desert that contain tombs, but we don’t tell anybody.  If I tried to, then I would be…because this is secret.  We don’t steal things from them, we don’t steal anything.  We believe that these are our grands [ancestors?] and they have the right to die quiet, still in their graves.  In Luxor, maybe you heard that at the beginning of the century they found nearly 40 mummies or Pharaohs near the temple of Haptshepsut.  Many, many places in Egypt still have these secrets.  

We discussed last time if you remember how to make people interested in the city.  I started to ask in Cairo for them to bring all the books that speak about Quseir.  I started to speak to everyone I know about the value and importance of the area. By this way they could notice and start to care for the area.  Even about the old houses.  The police station is very old and they must care for it – move the police away from it.  I have seen rubbish and many things in the back of it.  Hills of broken things – I’m afraid that the building will fall down.

DG:
How old is the police station?

I:
I will tell you, this building was built when the son of Mohammed Ali, Ibrahim Pasha, came from Saudi Arabia – he was in a war there.  You know this war?  1817, 1819.  Something like that.  He came back from this way, the army came back from another way.

But we were speaking about the Bisharia and other Arab societies in this area.  The societies so close for a long, long time.  The Pharaohs called them the guardians of gold because they guarded for the Pharaohs the goldmines here and they were guarding them through the desert.  After the Pharaohs they had their own Kings and their own capitals with their own commercial system.  Most of them were dessert thieves, always attacking the commercial routes.  The society still until 20 or so years ago were so close.  Most of them speak one language that you can’t understand because it is completely different even from the Nubian language.  The most important goods for them were things to cover their bodies, sugar, tea, tobacco, flour to make bread.  The wealth for them was sheep, animals or camels.  They didn’t know the value of money.  In the last 40 years they become so rich because they bring camels from Sudan by secret ways, weapons, drugs something like so.  

They have started to come inside Egyptian society only for a few years and start to marry with them - the blood started to mix with the Egyptians.  It is very hard to know any information from these people from them themselves.  They could take you through the desert from Sudan to Cairo and they don’t meet any other tracks or cars.  If someone told you anything about their society they would be out of the family.

They are very famous also for their magic.  They could make snakes guard their water resources.  They could make an unseen power to protect their sheep so that you can’t go anywhere near them, not even within a metre of them.  They could make someone hate someone else, or make someone have a physical disease without any doctor knowing what has happened.  Because of that they are not popular – even in our usual society.  They know much about the desert but they never tell anybody.

DG:
Can all the Bedouin do magic, or is it just special people?

I:
Not all.  I will tell you something I heard –I was interested in this subject.  I think we know so little from the Pharaohs magic, they [the Bedouin] used it to protect the goldmines and so on.  There are no goldmines no, so now they use it to protect themselves.  The old people are so clever, especially near Sudan.  Maybe I will try to make you see someone who let you see something.

These people belong to the Asubian and they know the Swahilian people, they are not pure Egyptian.

DG:
You were talking about the tunnels that go to Q-al-Q?

I:
Yes, there are some old houses here built in caves – built in the door of the caves.  The old people say that these caves take you from here to Q-al-Q – the problem is that they have become a toilet now so you can’t discover it.

DG:
I have heard lots of stories from people about Afrites at the site.  Have you heard anything about them?

I:
If I tell you what I saw with my own eye, you will tell me that people go to the moon, and yet you speak of Jinn and Afrites.

DG:
No, no…

I:
[Interrupting] believe me these things happen – especially in England in the old houses.  It is strange, but there is other power around us.  Maybe we don’t see it, but we feel it.  From time to time it has to tell us or show us it’s around us.  Maybe you think it’s only found in A thousand nights and a night, but believe me it’s found everywhere.  

The city here was so famous for this.  I have lived here for 27 years and nobody could go out after the sun set – nobody, and I mean nobody.

DG:
Because of the Afrites?

I:
Especially around the old castle [the citadel], especially.  Even now there are some places here that our famous for this.  I will tell you, but you’ll think I’m crazy.  You know Wadi Nakheil?  This area is the valley of the Jinni.  One of the Bedouins, a Bisharia, has lived in the desert near here for almost 25 years and he swears he will never leave.  You know why?  Because he saw a golden city inside this valley.  It was a celebration.
DG:
A Jinni celebration?

I:
Yes.  He went inside it and everything was golden.  Even now he tries to go back to this city.  Something else, in our beliefs…we believe in the Jinn…if you believe there is a devil then you have to know there are Jinn too.  They are unseen around you, but you could see them by using some magic words or something.  I tried to learn these things for a long time, for five years, and because of this my hair has started to become grey – I was shocked several times.  We have many ways…and if I speak about this, if I tell you how then I need days.  I swore not to come to this again because it is against my religion, but if you like then I can let you meet someone to show you, but he is in Cairo.  He could show you.

We believe that Jinn are different.  Some of them look like humans, some like animals…they are so soft, moving in the air around you.  If you don’t hurt them they can’t hurt you.  You are…the humans are masters of everything.  The gods make you the master.  If you are afraid of them [the Jinn] they could make you have problems, but if you have a peaceful heart, if you believe in God, then you are strong enough and nothing can hurt you,  you are the master of everything the God made.  

I saw many ghosts, starting when I was six.  Many houses here in Egypt are full of ghosts, in Quseir – maybe you know Hosni’s hotel?  It was so famous in the past for ghosts.  Ask anyone – they will tell you.

The area on the other side of the city, a place for [sliding???] animals.  There are ghosts living there.  I will tell you a story that is a little bit strange.  I knew some people who were going to the desert to make a safari trip.  They got lost, and one of them said ‘I wish someone could come and help us’.  Suddenly they found a man who said ‘Oh you have lost way’ – he knocked on their window – ‘Follow me’, but they didn’t realise that even though they were driving in their car the man was walking along beside them.  They found a big family, a big group and they made a fire and food and sat together, speaking and eating, but when they woke up in the morning thy found nothing around them.

Some of this is harmful.  We know that there are some Arabic countries that are so clever in magic – Morocco and Oman.  The thousand nights stories come from Oman.  The Egyptian magic was the greatest – I think there are not many people who know the magic of the Pharaohs.  I read a book about someone called Colin Wilson  – this man, maybe he is the only one – gets some of the Egyptian magic.

When the Egyptian football team go to play in Africa, the people here don’t know but I think I know, many magicians come and dance and magic things because they think every Egyptian is a magician.  Because in the old papyrus there is a story about the grandson of Ramses II.  He was a boy named Sceta [???].  He had ten years…and this man was so clever in magic. More than any magician in the history of Egypt.  If you want to know the story I could tell it to you.

DG:
Please.

I:
Someone came from Assubia, a very strong black man, and he said to the Pharaoh ‘If you think you are a real magician, I challenge you to know what is inside this message’.  The message was on a papyrus and was closed with a stamp. ‘Read it before you open it’.  Nobody knew what was in there.  So the son of Ramses II went home upset, and his son, the grandson of Ramses II asked him why he was sad.  He told him, and he said ‘OK, I could read it.’  He read what was written – it was about one of the Kings of Assubia who wanted to make a problem with one of the Pharaohs.  He asked his minister to get someone to make him something – the man made a small bed, a carrying bed  with four wax statues on it, and he ordered them every night to bring the Pharaoh from Egypt to Assubia, and they punished him there every night and returned him back.  The Pharaoh was shy to tell, and in the end he told some of his ministers who made something magic, and they brought the King of Assubia everyday to punish him in Egypt and return him back, until he cried to the Pharaoh and begged him to stop.  The Pharaoh ordered him to kill the minister who had made this magic, and the King of Assubia did it.

So, this boys tell the story and says ‘is that true?’ and the man says ‘yes’.  And he said to him, ‘You are the soul of this minister, and you have come back after 200 years because the judgement was that you must still have 200 years lost.  And you have come back for revenge’.  And he said ‘yes’, and began to change as a lyre, a sitar, into water, and they started to fight each other and the small boy won in the end and killed him.

Many games of magic happened between the black Africans inside the continent and the Pharaohs – and the Pharaohs always win.  Because of this they still believe until now that all Egyptians are magicians.

DG:
So say you are playing another African nation – they will have magicians to try to counteract the perceived magic of the Egyptians?

I:
Especially in Ghana.

DG:
That surprises me because the Egyptian football team is not that good…

I:
[laughing]  Believe it or not, sometimes if you watch some matches the ball will refuse to come inside [the goal].  You know the Egyptian clubs…they are among the best in Africa.  I remember once a team was playing against a young side called Green Buffalo from Zambia.  The first half the national club lost about 100 goals!  Believe me!  It was amazing!  A man went and found something in the goal and took it out – took it out of the stadium.  The second half was 6-0.

Magic is found my friend, even in the Koran it has told us about this.

DG:
What can an Afrite do to you?

I:
I think the ghost is a spirit who refuses to believe that they are dead and won’t go away.  The second thing is that some of these ghosts want a complete body, not one that has a head cut off.  Maybe you have read about this – ghosts coming all the time until they are given their head back, then they go away.

DG:
[Recounts the story of the headless horsemen from Sleepy hollow]

I:
We have the same in Egypt here – it happened with a General.  The General was a small officer who was guarding trains that carried corn in Upper Egypt.  He listened to screams, went out and saw nothing.  He listened to the same scream and collected his soldiers and ordered them ‘don’t make something, someone is joking’.  One of the soldiers was from the same town and he told him ‘It’s usual here – it’s a ghost’.  The general went into the station office and he found someone had come inside without their head.  He started to write to him the story:

He was sent to guard some animals but he had some money and so some people killed him and cut his neck.  He told him ‘please I’m suffering’ and told him about the place where his could be found and the people who had killed him.  He begged him to bring his head with his body.  

The man was shocked and wrote a letter from ‘unknown’ to somebody in the local police and they went and found the head and the people who said ‘yes, we killed him from 10 years’.  They put the head with the body, and from this moment the ghost never came back.

DG:
But Jinn are different from ghosts?

I:
Yes, they are like humans.  There are different kinds of Jinn, not just one.  A Jinn is like a human, there are Christina, Muslim, Jewish, no religion, Hindu – all the religions, like humans exactly.  But they don’t eat so much and some of them marry people.

DG:
[mentions Tuhami’s marriage to a Jinn]

I:
I know someone from my city in Upper Egypt.  He still lives until now married to a Jinn.

DG:
The majority of people in England are fairly sceptical about ghosts, though some vehemently believe in them.  Is this the case in Egypt?

I:
Believe me, I have seen them.

DG:
I’m not doubting you in anyway…I just wondered

I:
[interrupting]  It is so easy to see them in the desert because they live there.  The homes of them are [can’t make the first one out – sounds suspiciously like toilets?], the desert and the sea.

DG:
As you know we camp in the desert and the dreams are really vivid, and quite scary.  I have one particular recurring dream [recounts dream]
I:
I know what you are saying because the same thing happened to me when I was in the desert – the same dream every night.  They are nightmares my friend, they make you wake up wet and scared, you feel like you have a big weight on your chest.  It is because you are in a place that is a cemetery – for a long time nobody was living there.  So what do you think you will meet there?  The souls that are still around the place.

I could help you with this if you want.  Believe me I know many things could help you in this. I want to tell you something Darren.  I live alone here and have my own apartment, a very good one.   You could come in the evening, spend the night, I invite you for dinner and we could sleep in the same apartment – I have many beds.  We could discuss things at our leisure.

DG:
That would be good.
I:
In the next month I will marry, so I will invite you to eat Egyptian food and things.  What do you think about UFO’s?

DG:
I don’t know really.  Maybe I’m a bit sceptical that they all seem to land where people are looking for them…

I:
In Egypt too.  From a few years ago a man was speaking on the TV and he said that he had been running in the mountains and some of the people catch him.  They put electric in his body and made something magnetic in his body.  He could eat a glass – the physical nature of his body had changed.

I believe in two things.  There is another life around us.  It is like we are living in a big city that has a thousand apartments but we live only in one room.  The second thing is that I think it may be the Jinn playing games with us.  There is something in our beliefs: someone with one eye will come to the Earth and control nature – he will go to every place in the world so fast, but there are only two places he cannot go inside, Medina and Mecca.

DG:
Like an antichrist figure?

I:
There are many speeches from Mohammed that speak about this man and he is still a prisoner on an island in the Red Sea.  The real Jesus will kill him, because we believe that he has not died and will come back again to this earth.

I read a book that was very strange.  Someone found so very old, old books that speak about this in the Yemen.  This liar Jesus [the fake Jesus with one eye] went out and came to Egypt.  He had such a long life and learned the magic from here in Jesus and Moses time, but he became a prisoner after.  He made a deal with the people, and the centre of their castles is in the Bermuda triangle.  Now he is a prisoner in the Red Sea, before he lived in the Bermuda triangle.

I believe in things, but I’m not against anything.  If you look at the eye on top of the pyramid on the dollar of the United States – this is the eye of him.  You know the Masons?  They believe in this man and are waiting for him.

Something else – it is strange.  Mohammed said to us ‘when he comes maybe you will be scared and change your mind.  Because he has the tools of the Earth at this time.  He can make your dead Father come to you by using the Jinn.  He will tell you if you believe in me you will go to heaven, but the heaven for him is hell, outside is heaven.  If you don’t believe in him and he kills you he will send you to hell, but the hell outside is the heaven.’  

In our religion there is something else – a strange animal will come and speak to the people.  It will make a round of all the world, nothing will stop it.  She will go out from near Mecca, that is what is said.  Maybe it has come from another planet – we don’t know what it looks like.  Maybe there is no oxygen so it has to live by other ways, in water or something.  Maybe this is the future, because in the Koran there is more than 1000 scientific examples – I told you some already, but it is crazy.  Everything is exactly like it is in the Koran.  So we will see, we will see.  The time of miracles has finished.  The time of prophets is finished.  But I believe we will make the end of the world by our own way.

DG:
We’ll make it by a nuclear war.

I:
We destroy everything natural around us, and the Koran said ‘When the earth becomes so beautiful, something in it will wake up and the people will think they can make everything, they will make the end of the world.  Because they think they can do anything and change anything.’

One day the humans will think they are the masters of themselves, they will forget the higher power, the God, and think they rule everything.  Maybe you saw The end of days, the Schwarzenegger movie?  It speaks about the same legends I told you – because I think this man comes at the end of centuries.

I forgot to tell you something.  Some of the older people in Egypt speak about UFO’s coming to Egypt in the Pharaohs time.  I read about some people coming from the sky to the Maya, brining them things.  And Easter island, what is the meaning of this?  And Peru and the stone pyramids in England [Stonehenge?] and in Libya.  There are drawings of a spaceship in the mountains in Libya…maybe there was a contact in the past.  Who knows?

Maybe other civilisations lived in the Earth that we don’t know anything about.  The Koran speaks of people who lived in the Earth, these people made a big capital, the Koran says…there is nothing else in the world built like this.  Everybody says ‘where is this?  The Koran is a liar’.  But we found it in Saudi Arabia – the satellites found where two rivers came together, the delta and in the centre was a big, big city.  They went there and excavated and found it – a city called Aram [???].  Aram means pillar in English, this is the name of the city because they were famous for it.  It was so big you know?  They were Titans!  Maybe there are other civilisations.

The Koran tells us about 7 lands and 7 skies.  We know only one.  There are many things that are over our minds you know?  We don’t try to think about it because it is more than our possibility.  You can take it or leave it.  Your brain itself is a big secret – we use only maybe 1% or 5% of its power.  What do you think about Atlantis?

DG:
I’m not sure.   I’m quite prepared to accept that there was an ancient city that could have been wiped out by a tidal wave or something – the Greeks talk about it as well.  Otherwise, I’m not sure…
I:
Myself, I believe there was Atlantis.  In some place near Morocco, in the ocean they found pyramids and some buildings and things.  What we believe is that they were destroyed by something.  One of the old people, I think Herodotus or someone, speaks about one of the monks of Egypt told him that his Fathers came from this.

I read lots of old stories.  Many people speak of cities inside the mountains, and all the wise people live there and they are so old.  Who knows?  Maybe there is things we don’t believe that can be found.  We believe that the dinosaurs are gone, but they say in some places in Congo there are places that nobody knows goes to with water and dinosaurs live there.  They speak about big foot – many secrets, the Bermuda triangle.  There are many things we don’t know about.  I could show you a road in Cairo with a vampire.  Your car stops at the bottom near the castle, and will not go on.  You have to walk.  Another road between here and Cairo is faster, even if your in a car, it just goes faster.  What do you think?  It is magic or something, we don’t know.

DG:
Thank you.

I:
Thanks.

