Interview 3.11

Special note: Qus = Quseir. Q-al-Q = Quseir al-Qadim
DG:
Do you know anything about Q-al-Q?

I:
At the beginning of my work here I had lessons from people who told me that there was a link, a water link, like a canal, between the River Nile and the Red Sea, which Queen Haptshepsut used to go to the Punt country.   I know since I started work here that this was a place with much history and background.

DG:
Are you not from Quseir originally?

I:
No, I’m from a city called Asyut – a city in Upper Egypt.
DG:
Why did you move here?

I:
My job.

DG:
Do you like it here.

I:
Yes.  Very much.  I’m a tour leader and a tour guide in Luxor.

DG:
So you take people from the hotels here on day trips to Luxor?

I:
Yes, one day trips only.  A long day.

DG:
You’re obviously very interested in the Pharaonic past [there are many representations of the Pharaonic past in the room].  Do you think that the Roman and Mamluk pasts are equally important to Egypt?

I:
It is something is a personal thing.  Some people like different things.  It differs from person to person.  You can find people here that have much focus on the history itself – much history whatever, the Pharaonic, the Mamluk, whatever.  Others will be more interested in particular pasts.  It’s just the difference between people.

DG:
Much of the economy of Egypt is built upon the Pharaonic past.  Do you think there will ever be a time when people will show as much interest in the Roman or Mamluk past?

I:
Again, tourists are like the Egyptians here – all of them have different interests.  So you can find people that are interested in all different things.  If you present anything in an attractive way, the site and museum, then of course they will be interested to see it.  Eventually it will be very popular.
If you are going to make a museum it must be made with a certain amount of care – special care.  So that the people  - the tourists and the citizens – are able to arrange organised trips to see this museum.

[Mohammed explains the proposed museum to interviewee]

M:
What kind of things should be put in the museum?

I:
What kind of things have you found?  Of course it will be important for me if I take tourists on guided tours around Q-al-Q.  The first thing that I would do is take them to the museum.  So what do you intend to put it in it?

DG:
What we would like to do is make the focus not just on Q-al-Q itself, but on the whole history of Qus – starting with Q-al-Q and the move down to the modern city, having stuff on the citadel, the phosphate industry, fishing.  Collect all the information about Qus, including Q-al-Q, in one place, as well as showing examples of things that we have found in Q-al-Q: examples of wood, textiles, pottery and papyrus and so on.  But the focus will not be so much on the objects we’ve found, more on telling the whole history of Qus.

I:
All the things that you put in the museum will be an introduction, an opportunity for the tourists that come to the museum to speak about the history.  For example, if you put some kind of pot inside the museum, then I can explain that this is from the Mamluk history, Mamluk started here in the year…they lived in this way.  All this history from one thing.  So as much stuff you can put there from different centuries, as much information I can give to the tourists themselves.  It would be good to have a book.

DG:
There will certain be books available in the museum – in Arabic, English, German, Italian, French.  Would you like to see legends and folklore of Q-al-Q in the museum as well? 

I:
I have another idea.  These things would be good in the museum as long as they are with a powerful historical background.  For example, the story of [unintelligible – I think probably Tutankhamen’s curse].  Why has it got such power?  Because it is linked with religion and history.  So putting the stories on their own is not a big idea.  I have another idea though – put the stories of the Bedouin in there, about the Ababde and the Bisharia.  Make a visit to see the difference between them, make a guide for people to come to the museum and see about them in Qus, because they are part of the history of Qus as well.  That would not only be interesting for tourists, but interesting for me as an Egyptian.

DG:
Would the museum be as interesting for people in Qus as it would be for tourists?  That is really our main aim – to work with the people of Qus to produce a museum for the people in Qus, but also for tourists as well.

I:
Absolutely, the people of Qus will go to this museum.  It will be a new museum opened in their city, so why would they not go in to have a look and see what kinds of things you have put inside the place.  Tourists will come too – especially German people who have a wonderful attraction to history.  They will think ‘There is a museum in Quseir?  Lets go to see this museum’.


DG:
Where do you take people when you take them on tours around Qus?

I:
To the citadel, the Coptic church and around the shops.  That’s all.

DG:
Do many people from the hotels do the tours?

I:
Yes, but just friends.  I don’t make it as an excursion or something like that, just with friends.

M:
A lot of tourists do like to go into the city and see what kind of things there are.

[Long conversation in Arabic]

M:
We were just talking about his need for information about Q-al-Q and the city.  So I said to him “the people that are able to give you the information, can they just take the tourists around the city themselves”.  He said “No.  For the companies here, it is important that their employees have to take the tours, to Luxor and other places.  But if you have someone who knows a lot about the city, who knows all the information, correct information, then of course I would be happy to take them along and translate what they are saying for the tourists.

[Mohammed asks a question about the treatment of human remains] 

I:
I think it is something for the people who are studying archaeology or Egyptology, but not for common people.  But I have something to tell you about the Pharaonic places in Qus and Marsa Alam as well.  Do you work in Marsa Alam?

DG:
Not work, but I know where it is.

I:
I read about quarries.  There are many quarries around here – Fawakhir, Wadi Nakheil.  People like to visit them, and we need information about these places so that we can tell people about them.  Soon we will be able to drive from Qus to Luxor, but even when we go from Luxor to Safaga, I need information to tell people on the bus.

DG:
So you have to go up to Safaga now?

I:
Yes, but I think after 5 months the road from Qus will be open to tourists.

DG:
Is it quicker?

I:
Yes, of course three and a half hours.  Going all the way to Safaga is a very long time.

DG:
OK, thank you.

I:
Thank you.

