Interview 46

Special note:
Due to the windy conditions on site, much of this is difficult to hear.

DG:
Is the past important to you?

I:
Yes. I am very interested in knowing about the past. I have been working as an archaeologist for 20 years. This is my only job and I love it.

DG:
Unintelligible question.
I:
Part of this answer is unintelligible. I began working with people as an archaeologist and I learned from them. I began to love this job very much.

DG:
How is the team from Luxor organised? How would you choose who to bring with you?

I:
I organise to collect everyone. We are a group in Luxor, specialists in doing this. Sometimes we are related to each other. We work together.

DG:
How long have you been working with David?

I:
Since 1995.

DG:
How did that come about?

I:
I was working with some French people. I met David there while excavating, and my boss from the French excavation announced that Mr David wanted everyone to work with him. [something  here about the French excavation - an argument between the English group and the French?  Unintelligible].

DG:
Unintelligible question.

I:
Unintelligible answer...[something about being taught how to excavate]. The big problem is that I cannot write or speak English - otherwise I could do your work. 

DG:
Is there enough co-operation between the archaeologists from Luxor and the group from England?

I:
The only thing we want to do his work, but you make sure everything is done carefully which is important for me.

DG:
Unintelligible.

I:
It is very different between you and the French..[unintelligible]...[something about the French making trouble for people].

DG:
Unintelligible. [something about the difference between French excavations and English excavations].

I:
English people treat us well...Unintelligible.

DG:
Unintelligible.

I:
Unintelligible.

DG:
Would you like to work on an excavation run solely by Egyptians?

I:
The most important thing is that the work is good, the experience is good. The nationality is not very important for me. I like working with English people.

DG:
Do you mind living in the desert?

I:
Unintelligible...It is very calm and relaxed.

DG:
Do you mind excavating an Islamic site?

I:
I don't mind working on the site. I worked for ten years on an Islamic site.

DG:
Do you mind working with human bones?

I:
Unintelligible. [possibly  no, and there is some mention of Pharaonic remains].

DG:
Unintelligible.

I:
Unintelligible... the most important thing is to make sure the objects are not destroyed, to keep the objects safe... I would like to give children more information about their past... it is a very important project... we want to see everything in the museum.

DG:
Do you enjoy working with people from Quseir?

I:
I enjoy it. Last year we began to teach people from Quseir how to excavate, and now people know how to excavate well.

DG:
Do you find it different working with people from Quseir, from when you were in Mons Porphrytes or Mons Claudianus and just working with the English and the Luxor archaeologists?

I:
It is different because when we work with people from England or people from Luxor, we do not have to be careful anything, we can just get on with our own work. But with people from Quseir we must take care, keep an eye on them and teach them.

DG:
Which do you prefer?

I:
I like working with people from Quseir, because they learn fast. If you tell them not to do something, they won't do it again. I am the only man from Luxor in the trench, all the rest from Quseir. But they learn very fast and they are an excellent team.

DG:
Thank you.
