Interview 34

DG:
Are you interested in history and learning about the past?

I:
Everyone is interested in learning about history and the past. We hear a lot of things happened before, so we would like to know and we are interested in that part of the past.

DG:
What sort of things did you hear?

I:
We here a lot of things about the archaeology and the excavations. We heard a lot of things had been found, stones that had been buried or put together. Inside the mountains also, when we go inside the mountains we find a lot of things that have been drawn or written which means that there have been people living here for a long time at the site.

DG:
Whereabouts is the writing and drawings?

I:
Here, in the mountains. Inside the desert, in places where there is water from deep inside. There can be some drawings and signs. Exactly in the places where you can find water inside.

DG:
Like in Wadi Hammamat?

I:
It is in a Wadi, but it is far from Wadi Hammamat. It is some place different, a little bit far away.

DG:
Were you told any stories about Quseir al-Qadim when you were younger?

I:
We just hear about the excavations and the archaeology. We have never touched the site, never been there, we just hear about it. We know about the boat that has been lost in front of the Mövenpick a long time ago.

DG:
Your father or grandfather did not tell you anything about the site when you were younger?

I:
No, only that there were places where there were old buildings and things.

DG:
What sort of things did people do there before the Mövenpick was built?

I:
Fishing and swimming. Always fishing in this area by the site.

DG:
Did people go to the beach on public holidays?

I:
Yes, too. But there are many seasons of fishing places, in the time between winter and summer people would go there. Even if it wasn't in season people would go there and fish because it was a nice place also.

DG:
When people were fishing did they ever bring up pots in nets?

I:
We heard that someone found something like a horse, but in gold. Horse, a gold horse. They found it a long time, but they just put it somewhere because he is afraid if people saw him and then they are talking. He put it somewhere and went to Quseir and he had to return back to get it. When he returned back he didn't find it, it had just gone.

DG:
Yesterday we were told that people used to live where the Flamenco is now. Why did they not live on the beach, or closer to the site?

I:
People were afraid from the places. People like to be very close to the area, especially because the place was a harbour. They had a little bit of a scared impression about the places, it is get them scared from the places, so they had to be far. It was a long time ago, and there were no people at all living in Quseir, they were there in Quseir al-Qadim. Especially in this area they become very afraid and scared from the place.

DG:
Nothing happened, it's just a feeling?

I:
It’s a feeling, yes.

DG:
How many people used to live up there?

I:
There was about five or 600, because here in Quseir it was not much more than a thousand people living here.

DG:
How long ago was this?

I:
About 100 years ago.

DG:
If people had strange feelings around the site, do people mind the archaeologists excavating there?

[Long conversation]

I:
This what we hear, it could be happening a long time ago, when our grandfather's and people very old lived there they heard a lot of voices from animals, people or whatever there. It could be happening, but a lot of groups have been there excavating and there has been nothing, nothing has been mentioned to people that live here about what has been found, how, where it is - there are lots of things.

Some people say there is a lot of gold or silver or whatever that you can find, but some people are afraid to do that.

DG:
Does it make you angry that a lot of groups have come and excavated and not told anybody what they have found?

I:
[something unintelligible] if they do not show what they have found, then it means nothing to people. If you don’t talk to people it will mean nothing.  We already know about the places, that there is archaeology there, so if you don’t talk to people then it doesn't make any difference for us.

Request that the tape be turned off.  Long conversation about folklore and life in the desert (see notebook).  Interview resumed.
DG:
Did the families that lived on the site build houses, or was it a more temporary occupation?

I:
They had a lot of land to move from place to place, so they didn't need to build big places. Just little places of wood and such like.

DG:
Do you know of any other sites in the area around Quseir?

I:
There are lots of places in the middle of the desert like Quseir al-Qadim, but no one has been interested in them, just especially people like me and my brother, xxxx, who have seen many places like these. The places we have seen – from Giza to south of Berenike, in the middle of the desert, there are many old things and archaeology because of the Pharaohs, Islamic, Romans. The area from Safaga to south of Berenike, there are many places, drawings in the mountains, places like Quseir al-Qadim or maybe more because in the city and villages in Berenike there was a queen there, and big buildings there.

DG:
Should the archaeologists make more of an effort to tell people in the city what they have found?

I:
It depends, this time now for the time being people need to know any information. At least people must know about the excavations now. But in the future, We wish that there will be a museum for everyone to take an interest and to know about the history and story of Quseir al-Qadim.

DG:
Thank you.

