Interview 52

Special note: a somewhat stilted interview, as undertaken in both German and English, with long periods of translation.

DG:
I’d like to start really by asking if you’re interested in the past.
I:
Yes, of course we are.  Everyone is.

DG:
Do you know where your interest came from?

I:
The interest…it’s a private interest that starts in school times, because history is very interesting.  It’s a look back…

I:
To look back at the past helps you to know what could happen in the future, how the direction is going.

DG:
Do you know what archaeologists do?

I:
Excuse me?

DG:
I just wondered if you had a fair idea of what it is we as archaeologists actually do?

I:
Yes, for sure.  Starting to find something…

I:
It’s like a puzzle.  You find a few bits, begin to piece them together, and afterwards you have something beautiful, some beautiful and nice pictures.

DG:
Do you visit sites in Germany?

I:
Yes, but they’re not old like they are here in Egypt.

I:
My interest is in the beginning of German societies, the bog men and things like that.

DG:
Do you do a lot of reading on that?

I:
Yes, for sure.

DG:
[Unintelligible question]

I:
[Unintelligible answer]

DG:
Do you think, generally speaking, that archaeologists make enough effort to tell non archaeologists about their work?

I:
I think the problem is not so much with the people who are making digging, or doing the work, it is a problem of interest in other people.  I think the younger generation have no real interest in the old stuff – I don’t know why.

DG:
How many times have you been across to the excavation at Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
In the last two weeks we have been over five times.

DG:
So you have seen it all progress then.

I:
Yes.  We love to see what’s going on there.  Day after day, looking at what you find.
DG:
Had the amphora pits been uncovered then?

I:
Just starting.  We saw just the tops to begin with, the look that there was something there, and then after two weeks…you got it [laughing].  

I:
Even the planning for the future there is very interesting.  When we asked them what they will do, and about the plans to present the site.  We will come again next year, in the spring time and see what is going on.

Everyone there has been very friendly, very helpful.  Explaining what is going on – and if we don’t find the right words because we don’t speak the language then people try to find other words to explain it to us.

DG:
How did you first hear about the site?

I:
We saw if from our room.  It was really funny, because every morning we looked in that direction and saw people walking around, and we thought ‘OK.  Let’s go and see what they are doing’.  That’s all.  It was very easy.

DG:
Would you like to see organised tours of the site, maybe through the hotel?

I:
I think it is a good idea.  Sure.  It would be a nice animation for the people as well, to do something different other than diving, or snorkelling, or lying naked in the sun.  

DG:
Why did you choose to come on holiday here?

I:
Normally we used to go to Greece for a holiday trip, but five years ago we got no place on the aircraft and so we decided to go to Egypt for the first time.

DG
And you’ve been coming back ever since?

I:
Yes, for five years.  We love it.

DG:
Do you go into Quseir whilst you are here?

I:
Yes.  We looked into the old citadel, and we have some friends in the city here.  So we keep contact with the people here, the society here.  It is nice.
DG:
That is it really!  Thank you very much.

I:
Great!  And we get paid now…
