Interview 37

Special note: much of this is difficult to hear due to traffic

DG:
Are you interested in learning about the past and the history of Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
Of course. Everyone must know about the past.

DG:
Is it important to everybody in the city?

I:
It is important. It is very important to know about the past, even everyone.

DG:
Do you know anything about the site at Quseir al Qadim?

I:
Some years ago people used to go there during the feast and use the beach, enjoying the sea. When I was young I heard that Quseir al-Qadim used to be Quseir.

DG:
Did you go to Quseir al-Qadim during the feast?

I:
Yes.

DG:
What did people do there?

I:
Just fishing or using the beach.

DG:
Were you ever told any stories about Quseir?

I:
There are a lot of things that I've heard about Quseir al-Qadim. I have heard that there are many old things there.

DG:
Did you use the beach?

I:
People used to go there to use the beach and go fishing.

DG:
Was it good fishing?

I:
All people used to fish there before the Mövenpick was built, but when they started building and finished it then it is not allowed for anyone to do their fishing.

DG:
When you were fishing did anybody ever bring up any pottery?

I:
Some years ago I was just cleaning the area for building and we found a lot of pottery, but we never took it. We had a lot of things to see there, it was about ten years ago.

DG:
Was this when the Mövenpick was being built?

I:
It was in 1992, before building we started to clean the area.

DG:
 Unintelligible question.
I:
[something about human bones in the area] people know nothing about it. For us, being Islamic, they must be dug and moved away from the site.

DG:
How do you find people to work on the site?

I:
There are lots of people who need work, so I have a lot of people. And if you need any more, I can get more people.  [Unintelligible sentences]
DG:
Do you know why the Americans stopped excavating?

I:
There was no special reason why they stopped. They were here for many years, and then their work finished [Unintelligible…]

DG:
What do you feel about the excavation now?

I:
It is good for the city, because people are working there. In the future it will also be good if there is a museum or somewhere where people can come and visit, it will also be good. At the moment it is nothing, so even if you just started now, and you find a lot of things, it will be good.

DG:
What sort of things would you like to see in the museum?

I:
I would like to see what things have been excavated and the history from a long time ago. And just something that proves that it was exactly a city.

DG:
Do the archaeologists make enough effort to tell the people in the city what they are doing? 

I:
The whole people, especially the people working there, are happy about it. It will be good for the country and for Quseir as well.

DG:
Thank you.

