Interview 3.14

Special note:  Qus =  Quseir.  Q-al-Q = Quseir al-Qadim

I:
You were talking about buildings.  You know about the special design of Qus?  It is old, old country.  When you make the design of this museum in Qus, this is the old design like before or the modern design?

DG:
We hope to re-use the old buildings, with some internal modifications but I guess basically keeping the same shape.  Then when we have a purpose built building, it will hopefully be in the old style.  Which style would you prefer?

I:
I prefer the old style.  I think that is important for any tourist to come and see old Qus, not modern.  Because when the tourists come, they want to see another thing, not like modern buildings.

DG:
What sort of things do you think should be in the museum?

[second interviewee enters shop]

I:
This is Mr -------.  He knows also much information about old Quseir and we can take from him ideas about the museum.

[Mohammed explains the nature of our work to second interviewee]

M:
What kind of things can we put in the museum that will make the people of Qus, tourists and citizens from outside to come to look at it?

I:
Quseir is an old city from before about 3000 years ago.  Haptshepsut made big trip from Qus, but they had another name for Qusier –Eezab.  That is the old name for Qus.  When some people go for the Mecca, they come from Qus [the city] or Qena and take the road for Quseir and go on a ship to Saudi Arabia.  But the Qus from before was 3000 years ago, Haptshepsut, and was the first beginning for the sea to Habersha, Asubia and South Africa.  I think now that some people in Qus…not a lot of people were here before, but some military or army lived in Qus because it was defence for the people from war from Saudi Arabia or southern Africa - the people coming in ships.

Napoleon during the French expedition to Egypt…I think you know.  This was the first port for the sea.  When Napoleon came here and he lost his battle there, he started from Qus here to make secure for him his stay in Egypt.  So he had to get rid of the Mamluk’s, starting from Qus here and to the south.  The Arabic traveller, Ibn Battuta, about 500 years ago, wrote about Qus in this time saying that the city was much secure for travelling and for things there – goods.

DG:
This is modern Qus, not Q-al-Q?

I:
Modern Qus during the Mamluk age.  It was protected by a Mamluk security – Turks.  The other name of the Red Sea is…this was before Christ’s century…it was the Sea of the Jinn – not humans, a bit like devils.  It was the genie sea in old Arabia because they thought that the Jinn had helped make the sea.  The red colour of the coral helped in this idea.

DG:
So the Jinn made the sea?

I:
Yes.  It was thought.

DG:
Many people have said that the desert around Q-al-Q is called the city of Afrites.

I:
Yes.

DG:
Why is that?

I:
It was so remote.  Nobody lived there, so they called it Afrite city.

DG:
Are there any old stories about Q-al-Q?

I:
Oh, there are lots of stories.  People were afraid from the magic.  They once thought that the Genies lived there in the sea and when you tried to travel on the sea it was thought this was because of the Jinn.  This brings fear and fright to the people.

DG:
Did people do anything to protect themselves?

I:
You know the citadel?  When the night came all the people would go to the citadel to sleep and when the morning came would get up and go to work.

M:
Protection from the citadel.

I:
The way which was from here to Higaza which is in the south beside Qena – the camel takes it in three days, each day doing 40km, so it was such a remote place.  So this brings a lot of stories.  But now the signs are being forgotten and it is disappeared, this civilisation.

DG:
Is it important to collect the old stories now so that they don’t just disappear?

I:
It is possible.  But some people would have some stories for Qus.  I will bring a Pharaonic map that shows Qus.

[Leaves to get map.  Mohammed and interviewee have a long conversation in Arabic]

M:
We were just speaking about the whole idea of the project and also about how to make Qus popular at the same time.  

I:
You should try to speak to different people at different times – people in different positions, from different places.  But I think you must make a meeting with old people in Qus because I think they have the old stories that you can hear about it.

[Second interviewee returns with map]

I:
You know about this fisherman who works in the sea?  They also have old stories about the sea, not only the desert.  You can get information from all these people.

[all look at map]

DG:
They have Qus as Leucos Limen whereas we now think it is Myos Hormos, which they have in Hurghada.

[Long conversation about why we think that Q-al-Q is Myos Hormos and the problems with map – a misunderstanding, the interviewees seem to think that I am arguing that Quseir is where Hurghada is on the map, rather than that we need to move the name Myos Hormos to Quseir, rather than Hurghada where it is at present]

I:
I think the map is wrong – they have Wadi Hamamat in the wrong place as well.  It is very strange.  The names of the places are not correct.

M:
I think it is important that we try to collect these things [the map] if we are changing the history.

I:
I will give you the map and you can look at it and return it back.

DG:
Thanks.

I:
Every year the amount of water in the Red Sea is less by 45 centimetres.  Every year.  You can come with me and you can see some rock, not a stone but coral.  When you see the distance between the rock and the sea, it is about 100 metres.  But it is coral, not stone.

DG:
Do you know the site?  You can see where the harbour once was, you have the high point with the buildings and then the waterless lagoon.

I:
If you dig in this valley you will find proof that there was once water.

DG:
One of my colleagues specialises in sea change.  She has a big coring machine that goes down so that she can examine the sediments.  They are sea sediments, not land sediments.

I:
The sea used to be next to the citadel in Qus as well.

I:
You know the tide?  When the water has a tide, it will hit rock and turn it to sand, especially if it is coral.  That is why all the beach at Qus is sand – coral sand.  Don’t forget also that In Egypt we have a lot of rain.  The rain collects between the rock and comes with sand to the sea.  This sand is not like the desert – between the Fanadir and the place for the Bedouin where you can see a lot of homes.  The big flat bit?  This is a wadi.  It is called El-Manaha [???].  All the water comes from the desert and goes into the sea.  It is different land, not like the desert.  It is different from the beach – the beach here at Qus is very beautiful.  Because here it is a wadi the water comes from the desert and brings very small sand and makes a very nice beach.  Maybe on the beach you will see stone, coral.  If you dig under this place you will find coral, so this is proof of the water coming from the desert.  It is beautiful sand as a result of getting the water from the desert.  So this is natural – the tide and the water from the desert.

DG:
Do you think it is important to the people in Qus to learn about the history of the city?

I:
It is very important – the city is first important for the Red Sea before 2 or 3000 years ago.  The first thing when you speak about Qus and the museum is that it was a harbour in the beginning.  So it is important to have an old ship to express the idea of access.  You have seen the Mohammed Ali fort in Cairo?

DG:
I have never been inside.

I2:
It is a Mamluk fort.

DG:
Should the museum be for people in Qus, tourists or both?

I:
You can make a catalogue for Qus in the hotels here.  The catalogue can talk about the life before 2000 years ago, with the people, the life, the work of the people.  The old life.  Some people making ships, working on ships, the clothes….not like now with the gallebayhas, before they had another clothes for Egyptian and Pharaonic people.  You can collect the Egyptian and the Pharaonic and the Arabic and the Mamluk clothes together.  When the tourists come to this museum they will see all things, the old life, the middle life and the new life in Qus.  The different clothes, the different, works, the different people, the different life.

DG:
How can we attract people in Qus to the museum?

I:
Sorry, I am not from Qus.  I don’t know.  For me, I like this idea, I like this museum here because it is good for the Egyptians and good for the history.  When I see another life maybe it is like me.  Because I come back from the Pharaonic life, the Arabic life…maybe every time I write for a book, but when I see with my eyes it is good for me.

It is important to have a book that speaks about the city, the whole history of Qus, this of course will be useful for the citizens of Qus when people come to speak to them and for tourists when they come to ask about Qus.  We have had this before, people asking ‘what about Qus?’ ‘what about the citadel?’.  But Qus is a small city.

I:
People have different interests in the past, are interested in different periods.  Of course it is shameful that the people in Qus are not able to know information about Qus.  But some people have no interest, others may have an interest, but cannot find information.

DG:
There are many Egyptian artefacts in foreign museums.  Are you happy with them being there?

I:
My friend.  I think that there is a lot of things in foreign museums…but these things are not for foreign people.  They are for me.  It is my history.  I don’t like the people that take this from me, because now I can forget this, my history.  The President…maybe you can take my land, you understand?  I don’t like that.

DG:
Do you think they ever will be returned?

I:
I think with some tourists here.  One week ago I met a German woman from Berlin.  She told me about all the things in Germany.  But now a lot of people will see this museum and a lot of people will go the museum and a lot of money will come.  But when you live here it is good for some people because this from Egypt, not for Germany, not for France, not for England.  You can make a big invitation for Egypt.  For example, how many obelisks here in Egypt?  25.  But now you have four, not more.  One in Moscow, 2 in Paris, 1 in Rome, 1 in New York, 1 in England…but this is for me, not for another country.  A lot of tourists still come for Egypt, because you can’t change your history, never.

Every week 25, 000 people will see the Louvre museum, about 4 million a year.  This is one museum with artefacts for Egyptian history.

DG:
Can you trust archaeologists then?

I2:
It is not my problem, that is a problem for the government.

DG:
Fortunately, the government of Egypt has put a stop to it.  Now no things can leave the country.

I:
You know UNESCO treaty?  A lot of people come here, bad people, who buy things from places.  But this is history, it should stay forever here, not in another land.

DG:
The problem with the UNESCO treaty is that the countries with all the artefacts don’t sign up to it because they feel that they have too much to lose.  But hopefully one day things will be returned, insh Allah.

I:
Insh Allah.

I:
It is great that you take information from me about my history, but don’t take my history.  This is not a message for you, this is for other people.  It is my history.  
DG:
OK, thank you.

I:
Thank you.

