Interview 56
DG:
I guess I’d like to start off by asking if you’re interested in history?

I:
Yes of course, it is good.  I like to know – I like to know the history here of Quseir.  I’d like to do the work like you are doing – I think it’s important.

DG:
Do you think it is important then for the city to know its history?

I:
I think so, I think so.  It is important to me, but I think it is really important to people in the city as well.

DG:
You worked with us last year too didn’t you?

I:
Yes, last year and this year.

DG:
How did you get involved?

I:
xxxx xxxx asked me if I wanted to do some work, to go to work with you beside the Mövenpick.  He told me about the archaeology and the things that were there.  After that I thought about it and said yes, then I began to love it.  My Mother says to me she can see how much I enjoy it.  I learn a lot, I hope to learn more.
DG:
Do we make enough effort to explain things to people on site – not just about techniques and things, but also why we do things in certain ways, what kinds of evidence we get from it and why its important?

I:
Yes – the two people I have worked with have taught me a lot, about the pottery and where its comes from and how you can tell these things.  I’ve learned a lot.  It’s been really good – a lot of times people have told me things and made me ask them lots of things if I didn’t know.

When the work finishes here I will o to the military and do my military service.  After that I want now to go to university in Cairo and learn about archaeology.  After that, I would like to go to university in Europe, maybe even Southampton, and learn even more.

DG:
That sounds grand, but if you want to go to England then you must make sure that your English is really good as that will be one of the things that they want.
I:
Yes, I know.  I’ve already found an English teacher to help with this.

DG:
Great.  Before we started excavating at Q al-Qadim, did people in the city ever really talk about the site.

I:
Yes.  We used to talk about it, and people would ask me ‘why do you want to be an archaeologist?  Why not a teacher or something?’

DG:
Do people find it a bit strange then that you want to be an archaeologist?

I:
Yes, many people think it is odd, that I am stupid maybe for wanting to learn about this.  I think some people from Upper Egypt think it’s odd because they don’t anything about it.  People ask why don’t you be a teacher?  What would you do after you’ve studied archaeology?  Work in a museum?  Be a translator?  Or a tour guide?

Now I’ve finished school, I must do my military and then go to university.  But my problem at the moment is that I can’t afford to go university.  Sometimes I stay alone with myself and think about the future – I don’t need many things, but people don’t think that doing archaeology is a serious job or a professional job, but I think it is good.  I will learn all about my city here, many things.

DG:
Do the guys from Luxor help you with your work?  Teach you to do archaeology?

I:
Yes – they help me, and tell me if I want to be an archaeologist, then it will be no problem.  Mr xxxx xxxx told me that he will help me to go to Luxor and learn about archaeology – lots of people want to help me, but I don’t think he actually will.  It looks good for him now, but in the future…he will probably forget, I know Egyptian people, he will forget.
DG:
When you were younger did your Father or Grandfather tell you anything about Q al-Qadim?

I:
Yes, my Father did but not my Grandfather.  I didn’t know my Grandfather.  My Father told me that the city is very old, that it is a really old port and that people used to come here in the past.  The he said that people came here and worked at Q al-Qadim and wrote some books about its history.

DG:
Would you like to see a museum here in Quseir?

I:
Yes, I want to see that.

DG:
Would you like it to be in the city or at the site?

I:
Here, in Quseir.  First I want to see about the archaeology here, then something about the citadel, the phosphate company, the history of the city.  Not many people have experience of the history of the city, but I think after we have made this museum here then it will change.  People will know all about the archaeology and the history.

DG:
Have you been to see all the archaeological sites in Egypt?

I:
Yes, I went to Luxor on a school trip to see Haptshepsut and all the temples.  I would like Quseir to be like Luxor with museums and temples and things.

DG:
Would that bring more tourists to Quseir do you think?

I:
Yes, I think when there is a museum here about Q al-Qadim and all the things that we have found then I think all people will want to come and see this.  A lot of tourists, I am sure.  And you know that when they come from their hotels to look at things they will bring jobs, so in the future all the tourists will come here, like Luxor or Cairo.

DG:
Does it bother you the way some tourists come on site dressed?

I:
For three days a woman would come on to site wearing just a bikini.  For three days.  This is unusual for an Egyptian man to see, and everyone would stop work and stare at her.  In the end I translated to her that she must come onto site with more clothes on, and she did.

DG:
Do you mind working on the Islamic parts of the site?

I:
I like to work on all the parts – I want to work on anything, and talk about the things that I’ve worked on.  I want to learn about pottery, about the harbour, about digging, and I want to work on the bones – next year I want to work on the bones.  Then I go to school to study archaeology I will know some things already.  Then I can come back from school and teach people in my city about their past.  It’s like when people from here went off to Sweden to learn about computers, then they came back and taught people in Quseir.  I want to do that about history.  I want everyone to know about the past here.
DG:
OK, thanks a lot.

I:
Thanks.  

