Interview 8

DG:
I guess the first thing I’d like to talk about is your feelings about life in Quseir, what it’s like to live here.
I:
I am very proud that I am from Quseir.  My Grandfather and all his sons were born in Quseir.

DG:
Do you know anything about Quseir al-Qadim?
I:
I know from my Father and Grandfather that this is an important site because there are many things found here.  It has historical things in it.  There is a building there that no one can cut into? until now.

DG:
Why?

I:
Because it is too hard.  My Father once told me that a Greek man came here to Quseir and asked for food.  There were no restaurants, so my Father gave him food and then he [the Greek] gave him a map of Quseir al-Qadim, there was something on it.  When my Father went he saw stairs going down like this [motions downwards] and they found cloth.  When they lifted them out they vanished in the air.

DG:
Did people from the city ever go to the site?

I:
We went fishing at the site, just fishing with my colleagues.

DG:
Was there lots of fishing there?

I:
Yes, we always fished there.

DG:
Has that gone on for a long time?

I:
Yes, every time we were free.  It was too far away when we were smaller, but when we grew up we used to go there all the time.  When I was a child and my Father was a child we never saw the area because we were too young and it was far away, but we heard about the site.

DG:
What did you hear?

I:
There were many people that lived there in the past.  They were fishing men, no one was there except them.  The fishing men told the story about the building, the stairs and the cloth.

DG:
The fishermen told them about the story?

I:
Yes.  The Greek man who was there told them it was a historical area there, and said if you dig it and succeed then please come and tell me.  But no one succeeds in this and so they thought it was a magical area and no one can succeed to dig the treasure from there.  It is like Pharaonic – that is what they think.
DG:
So it is a magical area?

I:
Yes.  To get the treasure you must make some prayers.  Similar to the Pharaonic past.
DG:
Are there any other sites in the area with similar tales attached?

I:
There is a place, a street beside the sea in the city that had a Roman church that was taken down and made into a big house.  I have seen two very big stones, maybe 1 metre I think. I think there was Greek writing with a stamp on them.  There were two stones – one was taken, the other...I don’t know where it is now.   I saw these stones when I was maybe 13 or 14, but I don’t know where they are now.

DG:
I heard you worked on the restoration of the citadel?

I:
Yes.

DG:
What sort of work did you do there?

I:
I fixed the castle which was a home for the army.  It was weak underneath, so it wanted repair.  It was the same stone we bought and we measured the stone where it was and filled it.  

DG:
Do you know what the fort was used for in the past?

I:
It has always been an army citadel.  No one lived there.  There was the police and it was used for when people wanted to hide.

DG:
I was told that the desert around the site is called by some people the ‘City of Ghosts’.  Do you know why?

I:
It is the desert of ghosts because there are very big men in the ground – buried there.  I think any place like this there are ghosts.  I have heard about the ghosts.

DG:
Have you seen any?

I:
I have seen one when I was fishing.  It was like a human, but it just disappeared.

DG:
Where was that?

I:
Quseir al-Qadim.  
[relative of interviewee:  I am afraid now of this area!].

DG:
Do you think that the area should be excavated?

I:
I want to know all about Quseir, and if the stories that I have heard are true or false.  So the excavations should continue.

DG:
Should the archs do more to tell the people in Quseir about what they are doing?

I:
Yes – I want to know more about the history of Quseir.  I want to know very badly.

DG:
The past of Quseir is very important to you?

I:
Yes.  I really care about this.

DG:
Do you think it is important to everyone in the city?

I:
Yes, it is very important to everybody because it may bring tourism and people who want to know things about Quseir in the historical ages.

DG:
Do you think that archs can help in this?

I:
Yes.  They have come to find things.  This will bring tourists.

DG:
As Quseir moves into the future, how will learning more about the past affect the city?

I:
I think that we should know more about the past.  The Roman and the Islamic period was very developed here, and we will try to make more developments here and try to make more things good here in the future.

DG:
Do you think there are any differences between excavating the Roman and Islamic areas?  Should they be excavated differently?

I:
To know more about the Roman and Islamic periods is very important to me and very important to Quseir.  It is very important.

DG:
Are you involved in restoring other historic buildings in the town?

I:
Yes, I have restored the castle and the Quseir hotel.

DG:
Will you be restoring the rest of the hotel, the hotel extensions?

I:
I built all the rooms by digging down to the foundations and putting the same foundations back in a good way, to stop water getting in.  I put cement in and then tar and more cement until I finished the foundations.

DG:
Do you mind burials being excavated at Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
A body must be buried in the ground – anywhere it does not matter.  But a body has dignity – this is our religion that tells us this.

DG:
We hope that they will be reburied in linen with permission and assistances from people in Quseir.
I:
This is good – anywhere.

DG:
Thank you.

