Interview 3.32

Special note:  Qus =  Quseir.  Q-al-Q = Quseir al-Qadim.  Möv = Mövenpick.
DG:
Last time we were talking about different Bedouin marriage traditions.  Other than the marriage customs, are there are other differences between the three Bedouin groups?

I:
You can say that there are differences in marriage.  In some families, in the modern times, the girls may choose their bridegroom, and some families they must take this man.  The girl does not choose, the family says you must take this man.  Also in the modern times, a man may give his daughter to any person, because if they are not taken from outside their family they will not marry.  So with some families it is easy – I can marry a Bedouin girl from a family, like maybe the Bisharia, just because if they don’t accept then maybe their daughter will not get married.  But you must stay in the tent, and adopt the Bedouin traditions. 

For example, I know a man from Qena who married a woman from family of Bisharia.  They went to Qena and lived with him for one month, then escaped from him and go to her family.  She said to him if you want to live with me you can stay in our family and spend in a tent, not in a flat.  She wanted a simple life, not a flat.

Another example: the government gave the Bedouin people a very good flat, a deluxe flat, but they put animals in the rooms and made a tent in the hall of this flat and live in this flat, with the animals in the rooms.

DG:
In general, do the people that live in towns get on with the Bedouin and vice versa, or is their hostility between the two?

I:
No, no, no, no.  No bad feeling, but you can say that the Bedouin people maybe put in his mind…he didn’t go to the army, and the government give the people which were in school, this gives him a relaxing life in Shalatein or Halaib.  But not bad relation between Bedouin people and people here because it is all one country.  But the different families not make problems…if there is a problem found, then it is sorted out between families, a family in Quseir and another family, not getting others involved.  So there is not a problem between us and them.

DG:
How do the Bedouin make their money?

I:
Trading.  Bringing things from Sudan by decision from the government that do not cost them in price, and selling it in Halaib and Shalatein – like clothes and shoes.  A lot of kinds of trading.  But the famous trading with Bedouin people is camels.  Taking them from Halaib and Shalatein to Giza, and the market beside the pyramids.  Maybe one camel will be sold for LE2000 – the people in Halaib and Shalatein have a lot of money and live a relaxing life, not poor like here.  The government gives them the decision to make trading or anything, but not wrong.  It gives them easy, not like here, not like this city.  

DG:
So they don’t pay tax on their trading?

I:
No, no, no.  They pay no tax for trading, but like us they pay the government for water and electricity.  They pay less because they live in the desert, so that it doesn’t cost them much.  But the government take from the money and deal with them like any person in Egypt, except for going into the army because some families are from Sudan.  So they couldn’t be taken into the army because many of the things in our army is a secret.
Tape corrupted – see field notes.
