Interview 3.23

Special note:  Qus =  Quseir.  Q-al-Q = Quseir al-Qadim.  Möv = Mövenpick.
[Mohammed introduces the project to Interviewee]

I:
So, what I know about Q-al-Q?  It was just a little idea about it, it was an old harbour that was damaged or something like this, not cared about or something.  We didn’t see anything, we just went fishing there and we heard about that it was the harbour for Haptshepsut.  We didn’t have any clear information about it – we went there, but didn’t see anything, just fishing, nothing else.  Now we hear that you have found Roman or something like that.

DG:
When did you hear about the work we were doing there?

I:
When I was working at the Mövenpick and people came in and things.  But before I didn’t know anything about it – from the old people I knew that there was something there, but nobody knows what, nobody care really.

DG:
Are you interested in learning about the past?

I:
Of course I’m interested – I would like to see also.

DG:
Is learning about the past important for people in Quseir?

I:
Of course.  This is our culture.  I would like to know everything, to see everything.

DG:
You used to go fishing there?

I:
Yes, a long time ago before building the Mövenpick hotel.  When we were young we used to go fishing there because it was not so far away – it was a nice place.

DG:
Did many of the people from the city go there?

I:
Yes, but before the Mövenpick hotel.  Everybody used to go there – it was a good place for fishing and for swimming also.

DG:
Were you ever told any stories about Q-al-Q?

I:
We heard that it was a place from a long time ago, but we didn’t hear anything, we didn’t see anything.  Just stories you know, but if you don’t see things then you don’t believe them, you know.  But I heard it was there.

DG:
Which area of the past are you most interested in?

I:
The Pharaonic.

DG:
Why is that?

I:
I don’t know.  It was the origin of everything.  The Romans were after.  Maybe it is because I have seen lots of Pharaonic things when I go to Luxor or Aswan, but I don’t know anything about the Romans.

DG:
Is the Pharaonic past the most important for Egypt in general?

I:
I think so.  I think so.

DG:
Mohammed mentioned to you that we are planning to build a museum in Quseir.  Is that a good idea?

I:
I think so.  For the tourists, for us, for everybody to know about the culture I think it is a good idea.

DG:
What sort of things would you like to see in the museum?

I:
The culture, the old things, what you have found, something like this.

DG:
Should it focus just in Q-al-Q, or all of Quseir?

I:
Of course all of Quseir, not just Q-al-Q.

DG:
Where would you most like to see the museum – Q-al-Q, or Qus itself?

I:
I think in Qus.  Because if you do it in Q-al-Q it will be a little far away.  If it is here in Qus, then everybody can come and see it.  People might not hear about it if it is in Q-al-Q.

DG:
How can we attract people from Qus to the museum?

I:
Tourists or normal people?  Normal people I think you can just tell them about it and if it is something they really care about, then they will come.  It is difficult, because maybe some people just care about fishing and will think the museum is just for tourists.  But if they see things here they will see the museum and then people will care about it more.

DG:
Do you see a connection between Qus and Q-al-Q?

I:
No, because now Q-al-Q is just for tourists and the Mövenpick hotel.  We’re not going there any more.

DG:
What was the reaction in the city to the building of the Mövenpick?

I:
There were different feelings – some people felt bad because they couldn’t use the area for fishing any more.  But people like tourists as well so it’s not problem.

M:
Have you heard about the school visits to the site?

I:
No, I didn’t hear about them.

[Mohammed explains the school tours]

I:
I think it is a nice thing to teach the young people about the culture, the history, really its very nice.  I would like to see also, but I haven't been.  I’m 28, but I have never seen anything there.  When I went fishing I was on the beach side – I don’t know what the other side is, nobody told me about it.

DG:
How has Qus changed since you were young?

I:
As I said before, it was just people working with phosphate or fishing.  Now it is more modern, people caring about tourists. But I think there is not a really big difference, just a little difference.  Qus people are difficult to change. Just a little change.

DG:
Are your family from Qus?

I:
Yes, they are all from Qus of course.

DG:
This is kind of a strange question, but does Qus have its own identity?

I:
Yes of course.  It is fun here, the people are kind.

DG:
So do you worry about the future impact of tourism?

I:
Yes, really I would like to keep it just traditional.  Later, I don’t know what will happen.  Maybe the young people will change, but I think the old people will never change.  I told you that until now we have just a little change, not the same as Hurghada.

DG:
Will the excavation and the museum have a big impact on the city?

I:
No I don’t think so, but I think there will be a little change.  Maybe there will be some more modern coffee shops like this one.  I think the tourists help with this.

DG:
Will the excavation and museum bring in more tourists?

I:
Yes, I think so.

DG:
Why would more come?

I:
People come to Quseir because it is a virgin area and more quiet than Hurghada or Safaga.  The diving here is more better and quiet.  More people will come if there is a museum because tourists like to learn about the culture of the place, make a trip into the city.  And also because Quseir is the oldest city in the Red Sea, so people will come for that.

DG:
Does the city have a future other than tourism.

I:
When the new airport is open, more people will come.  We have a good start now.

DG:
Is increasing numbers of tourists a good thing?

I:
I don’t think it will be the same as Hurghada because the hotels will stay outside, people will just come into the city and then go back to their hotels.  Maybe there will be some small hotels in the city, but I think all of the big ones will be outside.  It is better like this, because it will not affect the city so much.  I hope the city stays the same, not change really.  I like the city like this really.

DG:
Would you be interested in incorporating the museum into your city tour?

I:
I tell people about the harbour here, the mosques, we go to the phosphate company and go the church there, visit the museum with the stuffed animals in the Phosphate Company.  Then I take them to the citadel, talk with them about it and show them the city.

DG:
How long does it last?

I:
About three hours, then we chat in a coffee shop like this.

DG:
One of the things I’m interested in is learning about the old stories connected to the site, about Afrites and Jinn.  Have you heard any of them?

I:
Yes, yes of course I have heard them, but really I have never seen anything like this.

DG:
So what kind of things were you told about?

I:
I don’t know…my father told me about a person with legs like a donkey.  My father was going to work at the phosphate company and he met some one and told them the story – yesterday I met someone with the legs of a donkey.  The other man said that he was dead.  I heard things like this.

DG:
Did you ever hear any stories like that about Q-al-Q?

I:
Yes, I heard things, but I don’t remember exactly.  There were lots of stories.  Before the hotels there were lots of these stories…but after the hotels I heard nothing.

DG:
OK, thank you very much.

I:
Thanks.

