Interview 2.3

DG:
Are you interested in history and learning about the past?

I:
No, we are not too bothered about history. It is interesting for school lessons.

DG:
Is it important for the people in the city to know about the history of Quseir?

I:
Yes, sure. Of course. All people should know their history.

DG:
What do you know about Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
People lived there. What exactly they did there, or when they came, we don't know.

DG:
Have you ever been told any stories about Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
[the citadel is mentioned here]. We know that the city is very important in the past, but we don't know anything about it. We were not told anything by our grandfather's or fathers - they were not from here. They came from Qena and Qift. Not from here. They travelled from city to city, so that when they came here they did not know exactly what had happened. They heard about Quseir al-Qadim, but don't know exactly what happened.

DG:
What sorts of activities were carried out at the site more recently?

I:
Fishing.

DG:
Was it popular spot?

I:
Yes. The people of Quseir worked in fishing, nearly all the people here. Fishing is the main working here. The main job.

DG:
Did people use the beach there to enjoy themselves?

I:
Yes, sure. All the people. It is hot here, and the sea cools you down. The sea is important thing in our life in Quseir.

DG:
What about now the hotel has been built?

I:
Now, it is just for tourists. We use the general beach in the city. This is free, it has no hotels. It is special for people here.

DG:
Has Quseir changed a lot since you have grown up?

I:
Yes, it has changed lots. They used to be little buildings, now it has changed lots. There was nothing important in Quseir for people to use. Now it is bigger than before, with many tourists and many things for poorer people.

DG:
Did you learn anything about the history Quseir when you were younger?

I:
It belonged to Mohamed Ali, who built it. In the past there was a war, and Mohamed Ali kept weapons in Quseir and many soldiers. If you want information about the citadel especially, there is a book. It is written by a very important person here, he knows everything about the history of Quseir. But he is dead. His brother is here, and he makes the books - he prints them. People can borrow it from the library.

DG:
How big is the book?

I:
Only one has been printed at the moment, but he will print many more. I want you to meet his brother, but he is in Cairo.

DG:
 Why did people come to Quseir?

I:
Because of their jobs. People travel to get money, money is important. People need money, so they travel from place to place. Now they live here and do not travel any more. They work in fishing.

DG:
Had you heard that Quseir al-Qadim was being excavated?

I:
No, we don't know anything about the excavation. What have you found there? We don't believe you have found anything there!

DG:
We have found many old buildings underground, with paper, textiles, beads underground.

There is a conversation going on in Arabic here.  It appears that the women are talking about Pharaohs, whilst Lamya and Hannen are denying the presence, insisting that the site is only Roman and Islamic.  This does not appear to be believed.
I:
We only know about our history from you. We didn't know anything about Quseir al-Qadim before.  [Interviewees are being shown pictures of artefacts found at the site]. 

DG:
Would you like to know more about the work that we are doing at Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
Yes, of course. All people should know much information about the excavation and Quseir al-Qadim, and the objects that have been found there.

DG:
What sort of things which you like to see in a museum?

I:
What you have found there, all the things that you have found. We have seen those things from pictures, but we want to see it with our own eyes.

DG:
Would you like to see the museum being just about Quseir al-Qadim, or the history of Quseir as well?

I:
Everything about Quseir. We want to know everything about Quseir that we have not known before. About fishing. Our children should know everything about the history of Quseir. The children should study that in school.

DG:
Had you heard about the school tours that we took around last year?

I:
Children in schools are taught science or geography. But nothing about their own country. They should have a little book about Quseir, about their own country, their own place. So the children could know the history of Quseir.

DG:
Is taking the children to the site a good idea?

I:
Yes, it is a very good idea. It is good for children to see the site. When children see things with their own eyes, they don't forget it in the future. We want to see the site.

DG:
We will try to arrange that.

I:
This will be difficult. It is easier to take children from schools, but people… I don't know. People will want to, but I don't know if they will find the time.

DG:
Thank you.

