Interview 47
Special note:
due to wind conditions, much of this is unintelligible.

DG:
Unintelligible.

I:
Unintelligible.

DG:
Is it important to the community of Quseir to know its past?

I:
It is important for everyone to know everything about their past.

DG:
What do you know about the site here?

I:
Its name is Quseir al-Qadim and it was a harbour.

DG:
When you were younger did anyone tell you any stories about Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
I know nothing, just that it was Quseir al-Qadim and some people lived here and that it belonged to the past.

DG:
How long ago did people live here?

I:
30 years ago.

DG:
Were there many people living here?

I:
A few. A little.

DG:
What did they do here?

I:
Fishing.

DG:
Whereabouts on the site did they live?

I:
Not living here exactly, but on the top layer [?].

DG:
Did you used to fish here?

I:
Yes.

DG:
Was it good fishing? Did lots of people come here?

I:
Yes.

DG:
Are you still allowed to?

I:
No.

DG:
Is it the same with all the hotel sites along the coast?

I:
Yes.

DG:
Where do you fish from now?

I:
Away from resorts.

DG:
How do you feel about that?

I:
Angry.

DG:
Was there any protest when the Mövenpick was built?

I:
Yes. But in all the resorts there are policemen who do not allow you to fish there.

DG:
What did the hotel say when you protested?

I:
They don't care.

DG:
Did people come here to do anything other than fish?

I:
Unintelligible.

DG:
Do you remember the American excavations here?

I:
No, I can't remember that.

DG:
Do you know of any other sites in the area?

I:
Fawakhir, and before Marsa Alam there is a small village there.

DG:
Do you know any stories about them?

I:
I knew that these places were very old and had gold in them.

DG:
Did you work here last year as well?

I:
Yes.

DG:
Do you enjoy the work?

I:
Yes.

DG:
When you are not working here, do you have another job?

I:
Yes, I am a fisherman. At the moment I'm enjoying doing this though.

DG:
How did you become involved in the excavation?

I:
My father works here, so he asked if there could be a job for me here as well.

DG:
Do you have a good relationship with the European archaeologists you work with?

I:
Yes.

DG:
Do they give you enough information about what they want you to do, tell you why they want you to do it?

I:
Yes, I have enough information.

DG:
Do you think the archaeologists are seen as any different from tourists in the city?

I:
If people don't know who you are, they might become confused between you and tourists.

DG:
Are we any different from tourists?

I:
You are hear from work, but you are foreign so...[breaks off]

DG:
Unintelligible.
I:
Unintelligible.

DG:
Unintelligible.
I:
Unintelligible. I don't want to work with human bones. Our religion forbids it.

DG:
Unintelligible.
I:
People know about the work here, but they must see the objects... unintelligible... everything.

DG:
As Quseir becomes bigger, and more hotels are built, do you think it will be able to stay the same or similar?

I:
Unintelligible.
DG:
Thank you.
