Interview 3.34

Special note:  Qus =  Quseir.  Q-al-Q = Quseir al-Qadim.  Möv = Mövenpick.
M:
So what do you think of this time we have spent.  You have made two previous seasons of interviews, this is the third one.  What do you think about the whole, and this third one especially?

DG:
All three have been very interesting, for different reasons.  The first year, people’s arch knowledge of the site appears to have been less than it is now, much of it was the folklore of Q-al-Q.  Now, especially this year, people seem to be demonstrating if not a more total knowledge of the site, then more of an arch knowledge of the site.  I’m not quite sure yet whether that is a result of increased interaction: the excavation has been on for three years, there have been reports circulating, school children have been to the site, so I’m not sure whether it is that.

I know I keep going on about tourism, but I’m not sure whether the increased arch knowledge of the site is because it is a good way of getting tourists in, and getting jobs and money for the city.  But what do you think…I interviewed you in September, and we have now worked together for five weeks, so how have your opinions changed as you’ve been talking to people?

M:
I will tell the truth about it, and you have to accept it please.  To be totally honest, doing interviews works better if people have something to look at.  This time we had the report, so that was good.  Next time I would like to see something that the people can touch.

DG:
What sort of thing do you mean?

M:
Something related to the site itself.

DG:
Like a piece of pottery or something?

M:
No, not a piece of pottery…maybe examples of the T-shirts that you intend to make.  For three years now you’ve been coming to Quseir without really any results.

DG:
I think we have got results!
M:
Yes, I know we have results, but the people themselves don’t yet see those results.  The museum is not there yet.

DG:
The end result will be the heritage centre, but it does take time.

M:
I know it takes time, so we have to give them something else to show for our efforts.  This time it was the report, which was something good, really.  You must have noticed the effect of the report on people.  Next time it must be something different.
DG:
Have your opinions changed since you have been doing the interviews on anything? 

M:
I will say what I have written in my report xxxx – she asked me to write something on the history of Quseir.  I wrote that I was so lucky this month because my knowledge about Quseir has increased.  I just knew it was an old city, now I know a lot about Quseir, about its Roman past, its Ottoman past, its history itself.  Now I am investigating its location, and a lot of things that I’m inquiring about Quseir right now.  My knowledge has increased, so thank you for that.

DG:
It’s not me, it’s the people we’ve spoken to.

M:
But you gave me the opportunity to share in this, so thank you for that.

DG:
That’s alright!  What do you think about the work in general?

M:
in the beginning I thought that you needed from me 100s of people to speak to.  But after a while I began to see that it was not the idea of the quantity, but the quality.  So I said to myself that I had to find different people, young people, adults, girls, those who are illiterate, those who are advanced in their learning, those who work in tourism, those who work in coffee shops, in bazaars, in tourist villages, travel agents, those who sit in coffee shops, those who are Muslims, who are not Muslims, Catholics.  So this was my idea, to make something different from the two previous seasons.

DG:
That has been really good, this season we have talked to a wide cross section of people  - people who have direct contact with tourists for example, which has been really useful.

M:
The one thing I think we missed was the old people – we only spoke with a couple of them.

DG:
That is not so much of a problem: last year I spoke to predominantly elderly people, so it is good to even it out a bit.  It is also interesting to see if their ideas and opinions are the same.

M:
What really amazed me was that all of them focused upon one person – Kamal el-Din Hussein Hamam, identified with his book and his ideas.

DG:
It is interesting that so many people know his book and have a copy of his book, which I think shows that history is important to the people of Quseir, the history of Quseir is important to people.

M:
One thing also that I would like to speak about is the contents that the people of Quseir have which we don’t know about  - like the map [see Interview 3.30].  I think there is a lots of things like this that people in Quseir have that we don’t know about, that may be broken, maybe damaged.  I think it is something we should look at next time.

DG:
But it is difficult – say someone had some coins, it is difficult for them to say ‘I have some coins I can show you’, because then they can get into trouble.  Or they might think that they would get into trouble if they showed it to us, certainly if they showed it to me.  Which they wouldn’t, but I can understand that people might think that.  

What role do you think the museum will play in the future of Quseir in the next ten years?

M:
It will make movement.  For example instead of sitting with you, I would invite you to come and see something different.  So it would give us an opportunity to talk about the city in a different place.

DG:
Do you really believe that people will use it?

M:
Sure.

DG:
I hope so.

M:
I’m sure.  What do you think next time we will do?

DG:
I think the focus will shift more totally toward the museum, maybe if we can video some interviews with people for the museum.  One thing that I really want to look into, that we haven’t been able to – though not for want of trying – is the fact that people were living at the site recently.  That would be really interesting for the museum – the recent history of the site.

M:
Well, it was good working with you.

DG:
Thank you!  It was very nice working with you too.

