Interview 2.1

DG:
Are you interested in history, and learning about the past?

I:
Yes, I love history.

DG:
Is it important to you to learn about the history of Quseir?

I:
Yes of course, because I live in Quseir. I have to know about my past.

DG:
Is it important to everybody in the city?

I:
I think it is important, but some people are not interested in history. Especially children in schools, because they always study history in a boring way. We need a new way to make history interesting.

DG:
How do they teach it in schools?

I:
Just by reading about history. Some teachers tell history like a story. I prefer it like that. As a story, history is very interesting.

DG:
What do you know about Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
Quseir al-Qadim has old history, from Haptshepsut. It has history from the Roman period too.

DG:
Were you ever told any stories about the site?

I:
No, no. There are some stories, but they are just imagination.

DG:
I would like to hear them.

I:
There are some stories about treasure in the mountain, but no one can find it. But these are just imagination.

DG:
What activities have occurred at the site recently?

I:
Fishing, and some people work in the company of phosphate.

DG:
Before the Mövenpick was built, did people use the beach there?

I:
Yes, and they still use the beach here. But the Mövenpick is expensive for most people, so only if you go there now. Most people go to the beach here now.

DG:
When did people go to the beach?

I:
In the summer people go every day. Boys used to go to play football at the beach.

DG:
Did you ever hear about the American excavations at the site?

I:
No. I don't remember that. But I did hear that some Americans wanted to find some archaeology there.

DG:
How long ago was that?

I:
I don't know.

DG:
Do you know of any other sites like Quseir al-Qadim around here?

I:
No, you must ask a Bedouin. They have a lot of information, and are guides.

DG:
The site at Quseir al-Qadim is, at the moment, Roman and Islamic. Should the Islamic part be handled in a different way to the Roman?

I:
Yes, I think so. I think that there are parts at the Mövenpick that are Islamic, but they may be difficult to find because they are too close.

DG:
Should human bones be excavated?

I:
Yes.

DG:
What should be done with them after that?

I:
You can make a museum.

DG:
You would not mind seeing skeletons in a museum?

I:
The idea of building the museum is the best idea. You must make it effective and make a sound and light like in Luxor. I think this will be more attractive for people.

DG:
Should the museum be just for people in Quseir?

I:
No. It should show them our history. The world is small today, a small village. But I would prefer the museum to be in Quseir, not in Cairo.

DG:
Are you interested in the actual process of the excavations?

I:
Yes, it is very interesting I think.

DG:
Will the excavations have any benefit for the city of Quseir?
I:
Yes. It will make Quseir an interesting city, like Luxor.

DG:
What do you think of tourists coming to Quseir and lying on the beach?

I:
Tourism gives us more money.

DG:
Do the archaeologists have any impact in Quseir, or are they just tourists?

I:
People in Quseir are happy about the excavation. It is good for us.

DG:
Would you like to know more about the work that is being done at the site?

I:
I want to know everything about the work, education, what you found. And I hope to find new things not in the Roman period. I have a feeling that you will find about Pharaonic. I hope to find that.

DG:
Is that important?

I:
Yes, I think. Pharaonic people used to Quseir as a way to the sea, so they must have made something.

DG:
If we did find Pharaonic stuff, would that make Quseir more famous than if it was just Roman or Islamic archaeology?

I:
Yes, because Pharaonic history is very exciting for the world. Not like the Roman or Mamluk period. We have not much information about the Islamic period not like in the Pharaonic.

DG:
Would you like to see Quseir becoming more like Luxor, with all the associated tourist industry?

I:
No. People would change, tourism will change people and make it like Luxor.

DG:
What things should be in the museum? Should it be just the archaeology, or the fishing and phosphate industry for example?

I:
The museum must be attractive. It must make people want to go and see the museum.

DG:
Will learning about the past in Quseir help people in the future?

I:
Yes, I think so because people will be able to see that in the past we made something that we cannot make in the present. So we must make an effort to be like our grandfathers, to have a good civilisation and so be like them.

DG:
Would you prefer to see the project being run by Egyptian archaeologists?

I:
No, that is not important whether it is English or Egyptian. It will just be good to find more, that is what is important. Not Egypt or England.

DG:
Thank you.

