Interview 3.27

Special note:  Qus =  Quseir.  Q-al-Q = Quseir al-Qadim.  Möv = Mövenpick.

Mohammed explains nature of research, interviews etc.
I:
I think your project is a great idea, but I don’t have much information about it.

DG:
What sort of things do you think would be good to see in a museum in Quseir?

I:
Everything about Q-al-Q.  I think the design of houses, what the port was, what they were working as, the ships, the pottery – everything about them.

DG:
Should it also focus on the history of modern Qus, as well as Q-al-Q?

I:
It is better to have all.

DG:
Where would the museum be best?  Here in Qus, or at Q-al-Q?

I:
It is better here because it is nearer for people to see everything.  I think outside Quseir it will be difficult for me and other people.

DG:
Should the museum be aimed at people of Qus, tourists, or both?

I:
Everyone, everyone can see our civilisation.

DG:
Are you interested in history?

I:
A little bit.

M:
So do you know anything about the history of Q-al-Q?

I:
Not everything.

M:
So what do you know?  It is important for us to know what people feel already know and what they feel they need to know.

I:
I think I said already what I feel I need to know.  What I know…it was the old port of Qus, and old city.  It was an Islamic city and before that a Roman port.  Quseir I think was also a Pharaonic city of Haptshepsut.  This is my idea of old Qus.

M:
Did you hear any stories about this area before?

I:
Yes, from Stephanie.

DG:
What about before the project began?  Did you hear anything about Q-al-Q before we started excavating?

I:
Yes, from Mr Hamam.  I read a lot of his books about Qus and about Myos Hormos also, but Myos Hormos I know about it from Stephanie.  I read about Pharaonic Qus from Mr Hamam.  It was called Eizab.

DG:
Is it important to the people of Qus to know about their history?

I:
Yes.  We need a museum to focus our commercial ideas.

DG:
So you think the museum will be a commercial thing for the city?

I:
Yes, through tickets and merchandise.

DG:
Were you born and brought up in Quseir?

I:
No,  I was born in a little city behind Cairo.

DG:
So when did you move down here?

I:
Just after my birth.  Just my mother is from the city near Cairo.

DG:
Did you ever go to Q-al-Q as a youngster?

I:
Yes.  I went fishing and swimming there many, many times before the Mövenpick came to this area.

DG:
How did you feel then when the Mövenpick was built and you were told that you couldn’t go there anymore?

I:
Really at the start I felt upset, because I felt that this was my area, my special area.  It was forbidden to go there and go fishing or swimming – to do a lot of things that I used to do there before.  But now I understand, I think, it is better that the tourists came because we need this.

DG:
So it is better for the city that the Mövenpick is there?

I:
Yes, yes.

DG:
When you were at Q-al-Q did you ever hear any stories about Afrites and Jinn there?

I:
All the time.

DG:
What sort of things?

I:
I have heard before that there is some kind of Jinn who appears in this area and tries to frighten the people there.  Once a friend of mine said that he was in the Q-al-Q area and suddenly a man appeared and congratulated him, then suddenly disappeared without speaking, just shaking his hands.  He didn’t know where he had come from, or where he was going.  He was so afraid of him that their hair stood on end.  But I myself didn’t see him.

DG:
Is Q-al-Q famous for that sort of story?  More so than Qus itself?

I:
Yes.

M:
I think there are similarities between both of them though.  Even myself I have experienced such things in my street since about 5 years ago.  We had some kind of killing accident – not here in Quseir, it was in the south – but they brought the killed man here.  They burned in the street a can, a candle type thing, and after they burned it during the night I started to listen to some kind of movement – this can was moving in the street.  This was so strange that one of my neighbours said that this can was attacking him yesterday night, so they took it and threw it in the sea.  So this I felt in Quseir here.

Another one: there was a woman who was burnt and died – it was a bad accident.  The second night after this, the whole street listened to small children running in the street and shouting from about 1 until 3 in the morning.  When we looked, we didn’t find anybody there.

I:
I remember something about the Mövenpick – during the building of the Mövenpick there was a lot of accidents there.  Some people died – the first one was Mr xxxx, the old owner of the Mövenpick.  Then one of the workers, or two workers, something like this.  It was like a curse, a Pharaonic curse.

DG:
So there was more accidents when the Mövenpick was being built than would be expected on a normal building site?

I:
Yes.  There are a lot of stories inside the Mövenpick itself, more than outside it.

DG:
Why did people associate it with a Pharaohs curse?

I:
Because of the risk, we knew that.

DG:
Because of these stories about the Mövenpick and Q-al-Q, is it sensible for the archs to work there?

I:
Most of them are from other countries, not in Quseir.  But if I worked there I would run away I think.

[aside]:
I think I would be afraid to sleep there!
DG:
You said earlier that you thought the Mövenpick was important for Qus.  Do you think Qus has any future other than tourism?

I:
Now, I think not.  But in the future, if we have another project, a new company, a new big port like what they made in Safaga, Suez, or Port Said, then…[pause]

DG:
Which would you prefer?

I:
Both of them.

DG:
Will the excavation of Q-al-Q and the proposed museum bring in more tourists?

I:
Yes, because a lot of people know of this country like history – like Luxor or Giza.  I think that Qus will be a famous city in all the Red Sea coast if we got this museum.

DG:
Which area of the past are you most interested in?

I:
I think the Islamic.

DG:
Which is the most important to the country?

I:
For the country, I think all three, the Pharaonic, the Roman and the Islamic.  Because you can’t divide them – Egypt has a lot of history, the Pharaonic, the Islamic, the Roman and we need all of them.

DG:
Do you mind the excavation of the Islamic past by non-Muslims.

I:
No, no, no there is no problem because we help you also.

DG:
Do the archs make enough effort to co-operate with the people in Qus?

I:
No, I don’t think that.

DG:
How can we increase this co-operation?

I:
I think just by respecting our culture, and we all already respect your culture.  I think that this will make our co-operation very well.  I think Egyptians and especially Quseir people are so kind, and I think you touch this.

DG:
Do you think we make enough effort to respect Egyptian and Quseir customs whilst we are working here?

I:
Yes, for me personally and I think that goes for most of Quseir people as well.  I haven’t met all of you, but most people that I have met I do feel that
M:
Let me say something here.  You have noticed whilst the two of you were talking that I was speaking with the man over there.  He was asking about you Darren – what you are doing, about your work, OK.  These are the kind of guys that if they were offended, they would not ask about you.  A lot of people do the same…yesterday I met a friend who said that he had been speaking to you – he said you were very interesting, a very good man.

I:
People know you, they have seen you before.  If you went to any place in the world people would notice you as a foreigner, wonder what you were doing.  But after a while you would be fine.

DG:
How has Quseir changed since you were young?

I:
A lot of things have happened.  I think it is a bit more modern, and the bad thing happened here with the company closing [the Phosphate Company].  But a great thing is that a lot of tourist villages and hotels have come here.

DG:
Will Quseir change as more tourist villages are built and tourists come to the city.

I:
I think it will become more modern, and modern culture.

DG:
Do you worry that it will have a negative affect on Qus?

I:
A little bit.  Modern culture – has some good points because the economy will be higher.  The bad points, I hope will not happen, but the culture may change to be a little bit bad.  People maybe will drink, and we refuse these habits in our religion.  But we need to make our economy higher.

DG:
And the only way at present to boost the economy is through tourism?

I:
Yes, but we need another project, another activity.

DG:
Finally, and then I’ll let you get on peace, do you see a connection between Qus and Q-al-Q?

I:
Not well now, I think.  Not as I want, I want it to be active more than now.

DG:
When you were going to the beach at Q-al-Q did you see any tops of buildings or anything?

I:
No.

DG:
But did you know Q-al-Q was there?

I:
Yes.

M:
There are some people within the Wallenberg organisation that do not think it is necessary for there to be a museum in Qus right now, what do you think?

I:
Not necessary?  No, no, no, this is so useful I think, so necessary.  We need it.  We need it here in the city.  It would be great in the citadel.

DG:
I don’t know if it would be possible to put it in the citadel itself, but at the moment we do have a proposed site on the main street.  

M:
What do you think of this place, this coffee shop?

DG:
I think it’s great.

M:
What do you think about turning this place into the museum?

DG:
I think the people who come here to drink coffee might be a bit annoyed.  OK, thank you very much.

I:
Thank you.

