Interview 2.6

DG:
Are you interested in history and learning about the past?

I:
Yes of course. I like to know what was in the past, and of course history. It is important to know it because my city has a historic period.

DG:
Is your family from Quseir?

I:
Not exactly, but I have been in Quseir for a long time. I spent all of my childhood here, but I was not born here. I was born in Cairo, but I spend all my life in Quseir.

DG:
Why did your family move down here?

I:
Because my grandfather was working here in the phosphate company from many years ago. When he travelled, my mother and father lived here.

DG:
Is it important to people in the city to know about the history of Quseir?

I:
Yes, I think it is important. But there is a problem here, not all the people know about the history of Quseir. A few people know, not many.

DG:
Does the history of Quseir get taught in schools?

I:
No. I learnt it from my father who told me general information, but in schools, no.

DG:
What did he tell you about?

I:
He told me about the citadel. I wondered about it, because my house is in front of it. I asked my father about it, and he told me that it was a building from the Ottomanic period and that Quseir has a good historic period. He told me about the Roman period, and I also have a book about Quseir written by Mr Hammam in my house, so I read it.

DG:
What is the history of the citadel?

I:
I don't know much about it, but I know that Mohamed Ali built the citadel. There were soldiers in it. I don't know much information about it, but I do know it is a very old building.

DG:
Did your father or your grandfather ever tell you anything about Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
No, actually not much. Because there wasn't a book or something to tell us about this period. We only really discovered about this past when you came here and we watched the reality. Before this we just knew that there was Quseir al-Qadim – old Quseir. We knew that this was old Quseir, and now we are in new Quseir, but we didn’t know what exactly the history of this place was.

DG:
Did you ever hear any stories about it?

I:
No.

DG:
Before the Mövenpick was built, did you ever go there with your family?

I:
Yes, I have photos of me at the beach. I was very young, maybe three, and went with my family to the beach there, spending all day.

DG:
Did you go often?

I:
Yes, when I was small I often went to the beach and spent all day.

DG:
Was there anything there? Any small houses, or anything like that?

I:
On the beach? No, no. There were no houses, just the coast without anything.

DG:
Have you ever heard that there was any houses there about 50 years ago?

I:
No, I don't think people lived there because from many years ago Quseir became this area that we live in now. On the coast at Quseir al-Qadim, nobody lived there.

DG:
Do you know of any other sites in the area?

I:
No, I think just Quseir al-Qadim, but I don't know.

DG:
The archaeologists that are excavating there are all from England. Would you prefer to see it being run by Egyptians?

I:
No, it does not matter. It is good to have co-operation with other countries, to discover something. May be in Egypt they did not imagine that Quseir has a good history like this. If you didn't come here, no one would have discovered Quseir al-Qadim.

DG:
Will the excavation have any benefits for Quseir?

I:
Yes, it will be a big benefit for Quseir. Because people will be proud of their city, to know that it has this good history and to know themselves and their city. So I think it is very important.

DG:
Do the archaeologists make enough effort to tell people in Quseir about what they are doing at Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
Yes, I think you do your best. It is enough, because you have discovered something, a reality that is many years old. I saw the photos and visited the camp in the mountains, so I think you have something to touch it, to know it and to see it by eyes makes it true. So I think it is enough.

DG:
What sort of things would you like to see in the museum?

I:
I want to see much information about the Roman and Islamic period. I also admired your idea about explaining something to the children…

Interview interrupted 

