Interview 4
Note:
Interviewee did not wish to use an interpreter, so much of this is a little hard to follow
DG:
I guess I should start by introducing the research project.  Although I trained as an archaeologist, my work looks at what archaeology does today rather than the Roman period or the Islamic period specifically for example.  I’m interested in archaeology today, how people use it to shape identities, whether they’re communal or national or local or ethnic -  in England we have Stonehenge which is a big national symbol, in Egypt you have the pyramids in Greece they have the Parthenon. So I guess I’m interested in the uses of archaeology, the role of archaeology, more than the actual archaeological specifics.
I:
I can’t understand what you want to need to know exactly. About the work I do?
DG: 
Well, yes. I was just hoping to ask a few questions.  What I would like to know is how you become an inspector and about the work you do when you’re on an excavation.

I: 
About me or about anyone?
DG:
About everybody.  How do you become an inspector?

I:
I become one when I finish my study in archaeology. I study four years of Pharaonic, Islamic and a little of Roman and Coptic archaeology.

DG:
Do most of the archaeology departments specialise in Pharaonic and Islamic archaeology?

I: 
Second year you can decide if you want to focus on Pharaonic or Islamic.  I studied pre dynastic in year one and two and three and four - the last queen of the Pharaonic period you study is Cleopatra. After that you study Greek, Ptolemaic, Coptic. And after this is Islamic.  You can study all this in four years beginning with Pharaonic and then finishing with Islamic. But I study Pharaonic more, from the beginning till now.

DG: 
So when you go through training to become an inspector do you get trained under another person, follow another inspector around?

I: 
Yes I began my work in the Pyramids. I studied five or six months work in the Pyramids and then come back to Qena and work here in Qena.  Everyday I come back form my home to the obelisk and another day go to see another place which have monuments. 

DG: 
So what do you from the start of an excavation -  what is the inspector’s role on an excavation?

I: 
About my work in the excavation? When the excavation permit comes into the office we need one or two inspectors to stay with the team and finish the paperwork with the police, make sure everything is ok.  Then I wait with the excavation to look at what they do, what they are looking for, what they find ...everything.

DG:
And when the excavation is finished.....

I: 
I make a report and I take everything that is found and take it in boxes to the store in Qena.  I stay in Qena.  Every year they can ask for permission to study this box - you can take it from the store and study it. You can say ‘It is not finished for this season we want to finish it another season’.

DG:
How do you go about sorting out the Tesseria and the permits? 

I:
I take the photos of the passports and give them to the police and security here.

DG:
So that is for the security of the ...

I: 
It is to know what the people do here.  The police will talk with me and say “what do the people do here?” I tell them that the people come to make excavation to look because this is a place that has many monuments, Roman, Pharaonic Islamic. So these people come here to look and make study. 

DG: 
But you have to do it every year when we come back?

I: 
Yes!

DG:
That’s a lot of paper work

I: 
A lot of paper work

DG:
How often do you have to go onto site?

I: 
When I need to.  Sometimes every day, sometimes not.  I sit with David some evenings or at lunch and talk with him about what you find - amphora or coins etc. He tells me we find this in this place and this in this place and we go to the site and look.

DG: 
Do you keep a record of everything in Qena, where all the finds are from, contexts and things, for people who want to study it later?

I: 
Yes

DG: 
When David has to apply for the permits are the inspectors involved with that as well or is it a different government thing?

I: 
It is the same like here.

DG: 
And the community archaeology project?  Does that need a permit?

I: 
About your work?  This year it is the first time to make anything like this.
DG: 
What do you think about it then?
I: 
It is nice because all the people here know now that people make excavation here.  Before just groups of tourists would know, but now it is different. 

DG: 
It belongs to them after all.
I: 
Yes.  Yes it’s fine.  But this is the first time to make like this.

DG: 
This is what we want to do.  It’s about doing things that our good for everyone – it used to be just about archaeologists, but the way we want to do it is so that it is good for archaeologists and people in Quseir.  Which is why we are working with Diaa.  Diaa is a teacher He can teach people about the site. In that way we can all share each other’s knowledge. 

I: 
Yes it is good for everybody here especially for the children, fine to know their history to know their place.  It is fine.

Diaa:
It will be easy for me, because I am just going to teach people solely computers, so we can just put in our Quseir web site and then we can just use it in lessons – like today we had Quseir al-Qadim history, and so everyone can just go inside and look and see what is inside.

DG:
Do you think that other excavations if they have towns nearby should make an effort to do this kind of thing?

I:
Like this? No, they don’t do it.  The French don’t want to give anyone any information on their excavations.

DG:
That doesn’t help anybody. 

I;
My work is very difficult with the French, they don’t want to give me any information.  So I must go to look everyday and when they give me a report it is in French, not English – it is easy to learn English, but French is very, very difficult for me, so I tell him I can’t read it.

DG:
Is that the same with all the other Inspectors as well?

I:
Yes

DG:
What about the Americans?

I;
The Americans are fine.  I can talk with them about their work, but no one does the sort of work like you are doing here.

DG:
I want to find out what people want to know about the site, and about the folklore (explained the meaning of folklore in the interview) about the site, so we can build up a bigger understanding of the site.

I:
I think what the project is doing here is great, fine.  You can video everything, give it to the schools and they can see that people work like this and find things.  It’s good for people to know that the place belongs to them, that they can see it, see everything there.

DG:
I hope maybe one day that other excavations will do the same.

I:
I will talk with the manager in Qena and see if other excavations can make like the work here.  But some excavations are far from other people – but they can always make videos and show them to people.

DG:
Do the excavations run by Egyptians need to have Inspectors as well?
I:
Yes, but they don’t do work like this.

DG:
Which countries do you find it easiest to work with?

I:
The French – it is a difficult language for me.

DG:
How many different nationalities work in Egypt?

I:
Belgian, English and Holland, some Germans.   All these in the Red Sea area looking at Roman sites.

DG:
Is it easier to get permits to excavate Roman stuff than it is Pharaonic stuff?

I:
No, it is the same process.      

DG:
Are there many excavations run by Egyptians?

I:
I have an excavation with another Inspector in the office around Qena.  It is a site that has three dynasties.

DG:
Are most of the Egyptian projects Pharaonic?

I:
Yes, because they are mostly in the Valley, not in the desert like this.  In the desert we need more money, but in the Valley you need less.

DG:
Is there any difference between the nationalities on what each country works on most?

I:
Yes.  All of the excavations in the Red Sea are Roman, with a little Pharaonic in the Valley.

DG:
Does tourism affect the way that you see past – by focusing so much on the Pharaonic all the time?
I:
In schools here too – the remains are so visible compared to the Roman remains.  But in schools they do study Roman and Coptic stuff – more so in Alexandria.  We look at all things that Egyptians have built, whether it is Roman or Islamic or Pharaonic, as long as it is built by Egyptians
.

DG:
The Pharaonic remains are big business in England.

I:
The Romans only spent a little in Egypt compared to the Pharaohs.

DG:
Does the Islamic period carry straight on after the Roman period?

I:
Yes.

DG:
When did Islam arrive?

I:
620A.D.  After the Copts, but that [the Coptic] is a small period – like the Romans, but at the same time.

DG:
Should archs pay more attention to what people say about the site, not just archs?

I:
Yes – you can.  It is good for the school children to see the sites as well, because Quseir is far away from Luxor, so it is difficult for the children to go and see archaeology.  All of the places in the Red Sea, like Claudianus and Berenike are in the desert, so this is good for the children.  But if every excavation were to make a film of their work they could give it to the Governor here and then to the schools to see.

DG:
Thankyou.

