Interview 3.24

Special note:  Interview conducted with various maritime specialists from project. Mostly devoted to boats and fishing, rather than the more usual interview topics.
Question:
Do you all have your own boats?

I:
Yes, but not big ones – little fishing ones.

Question:
Where do you fish?

I:
In the Red Sea!

I:
After Shalatein, about 40 kilometres.

Question:
What is the size of you boats?

I:
9 and a half metres.

I:
Not all of ours are that big – mine is just a small fishing one.

Question:
Do you use an engine?

I:
An engine and arms.  It’s just an outboard motor, not a big engine.

Question:
Does it have sails as well, or just a motor?

I:
Just an outboard motor, no sails…

Question:
We are interested in the traditions of fishing and boats, because we’re archaeologists.  How much has changed do you think from how things used to be done?  Do you still fish in the same areas?

I:
Have you ever been in a boat like the ones we have here, like the Katira?

Question:
In England, but not in Egypt.

I:
Do you want to know about fishing in the Red Sea, or about building ships?

Question:
Everything!  Do you fish with nets or a line?

I:
Sometimes nets, but there are two types of fisherman here.  One catches fish with nets, the other jumps down into the sea and uses fins to catch the fish on the bottom.

Question:
So you go sea-diving fishing?

I:
Yes, but we don’t use boxes to catch the fish, we use our hands.  I will show you the sorts of things we catch.

[Leaves room and comes back with several dead shell fish – look like huge crabs…]
These things are very rare  - they’re not everywhere and its special to catch them.  But you cannot catch them in the day – only at night for these fish.
DG:
Why don’t you find fish like that around here?  Is it just not its natural habitat, or have they all been fished out?

I:
There are some of these in Quseir, but the beach in Quseir is not good for them.  They don’t like lights and people or disturbance.  South of Shalatein and Halaib you will find lots of them, but here not so many.  I fish for these with another man, and we then sell them to another man who transports them to Hurghada or Sharm el-Sheikh.  He sells them for a lot!
Skipping technical boating and fishing questions…
Interview continues for a further hour and twenty minutes, focusing solely upon fishing and boat building.
