Interview 39

DG:
Is history and learning about the past important to you?

I:
I was a mining engineer. I was in a group about 1940 who went to look at the boat that had been lost by the site of the Mövenpick. I went diving there, and it was full of pottery and amphora. We were on the site and we sieved the sand.

DG:
When was that?

I:
It was 1940, after 1940. We were taking samples.  There were two graves by the sea just after the Flamenco, which scared people, two graves. One was gold, the other was also very expensive. It scared people.

DG:
Did that mean people did not go there?

I:
Yes, it kept people scared and away.

DG:
Is it important to people in Quseir to learn about Quseir and Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
Yes, of course.

DG:
When you were younger did you ever hear any stories about Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
There are a lot of stories about a cockerel. The cockerel was the guard of the place, so even if somebody killed it they could go into the place and find lots of things there.

DG:
Did anybody try to kill it?

I:
I tried to go there when I was fishing, I tried to go many times just to see and one time I saw the cockerel. This was about 1942, or something like that.

DG:
Did you go fishing there?

I:
Yes.

DG:
Was it good fishing?

I:
Sure, there were many seasons there.

DG:
When you fished there, did you stay overnight?

I:
We had to be there for two days overnight, so we had to be there for all the days to catch the fish. All the people were there.

DG:
Question interrupted by tape ending.  Possibly did anything untoward ever happen whilst you were there?

I:
There was a group also that had people from Morocco. They had to have a guide to discover what had been. They thought that there were connections between here and Luxor, just underground. I don't know if it was rooms, or lines, or if they are. So they had been trying to discover how they can enter that. They also found the boat that had been lost for the pottery. This was during the time when people were fishing, and we also saw the excavations there.

DG:
When you were fishing there, did you ever bring up any pottery?

I:
No, nothing like that. Nothing like that in the sea, maybe outside of the sea. The people that we sieved with were Romanian.

DG:
Did you use the beach before the Mövenpick was built?

I:
Yes, we use the whole beach.

DG:
When were the Romanians here?

I:
1950's.

DG:
What were they doing here?

I:
Just taking samples of the whole area. They didn't tell anybody if they had found things, they just took the samples and left.

DG:
Do you remember the American excavations at Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
It was just in that area, people were living here so if people were at the site nobody would know about it.

DG:
Do you know of any other sites in the area?

I:
There is a site about 30 km south of Marsa Alam, it is called Wadi Gamal. Belgian groups have been for excavations there. There are three graves over the mountains from the Flamenco.

DG:
On top of the mountain?

I:
Some people say that they are in the mountains. I think that the graves are near the Flamenco.

DG:
Should Islamic sites be excavated as well as Roman ones?

I:
All of the sites that have been found, whether they are Islamic or roman or Pharaonic will be interesting to see.

DG:
What do you think about the excavations at Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
For sure, we must know everything about our history. Everything about our history we must know.

DG:
We want to try and build a museum with the people in the town. Where would you like the museum to be, at the site or in the town?

I:
It is better in Quseir al-Qadim. It should show everything, the whole history of Quseir. The old Quseir and the modern Quseir. But it would be much better at the site.

DG:
Will learning about the history of Quseir help to keep people in the town together as it becomes more modernised do you think? 

I:
It is our duty.

DG:
Do you worry about the amount of hotels being built?

I:
As long as everything is as it is now, it is not a problem. Hotels, tourists villages, must try to keep places as quiet as they are now.

DG:
How has Quseir changed since you were young?

I:
Much, so much.

DG:
What size was Quseir in the past?

I:
It was just the two streets.

DG:
Have you heard about the community archaeology project at all?
[Diaa explains the project to the interviewees]

I:
This is a good idea, it will keep people learning and knowing about the history of Quseir as well.

DG:
Thank you.

