Interview 3.17

Special note:
The interviewee did not wish to be taped.  Transcript based on taped conversation between Mohammed and myself afterwards and field notes.
M:
This man is a coffee shop man – he said that he has been doing it for 33 years in Quseir.  He was in Quseir before there was anything in the town – he lived in old Quseir itself, the old buildings near the Mövenpick.  He said this – that his family lived in Q-al-Q.

He said:  We transferred water from this place [Qus] to there, and showed us the picture of his sons on the donkeys, transferring the water.

DG:
Did he say there were 40 or 50 houses at Q-al-Q?

M:
No, he said there was around 50 persons lived at Q-al-Q and then afterwards they moved to the city here.  He said that the reason they moved was because the Mayor asked them to move to the city.  There was the city and a lot of places here like the mosques, new roads and things were being built – they were trying to make relive this place again.

DG:
And they were fishermen?

M:
Yes, fisherman.  He said about the water carriage that took about one hour to go there.

DG:
And the houses were mud brick.

M:
Yes – he said there was no cement.  He said that he had no information about Roman or Mamluk things, but he spoke about the pilgrimages.  He said that the pilgrims going to Mecca came from the Nile across the desert to here, spending around 3 days with camels, and afterwards taking the boat from Q-al-Q directly to Mecca.

DG:
I know the interviewee didn’t say, but how big do you think the ships would be?  Like the large Pilgrim ships that you see in Safaga now? 

M:
He said boats, like Kathira – boats that go to Saudi Arabia.

DG:
He said that he heard lots of stories about Afrites and so on, but he said that it was maybe nonsense – the city was left there and it got so remote so a lot of stories grew up to frighten people.  

M:
He said it was nothing now, this sort of life has changed.

DG:
He also said about the museum – he wanted it like Luxor?

I:
Yes, like Luxor.  He wanted to have it like a Temple shape because he admires this thing.  I will say it in his words: “This will be a wonderful idea.  That Quseir city will have a museum”.

DG:
And that he wanted to collect all the history of Quseir.  I think that was it…
