Interview 3.21

Special note:  Qus =  Quseir.  Q-al-Q = Quseir al-Qadim.  Möv = Mövenpick.
[Mohammed explains the nature of the interview]

I:
The citizens of Quseir know much about the last 30 or 40 years, so what would you like to speak about?

DG:
I would like to talk about Q-al-Q, not so much about the archaeological past, but about more recent activities at the site, which all ties in to what the site has been used for.  It’s all part of the archaeology.  And of course about your feelings about Quseir in general.

I:
A few years ago I worked on the site with some archaeologists who came here, a professor from California called Dr Don.  This man knew a lot of information about Q-al-Q and, imagine this, he had a map, that showed people where to dig.  It showed where to dig, and after a few metres we would find the things he said we would, like an olive oil container.  He would say you can dig here and after a few metres you will find cloth, or human remains of a woman.  And we would dig and find it.  He had a lot of information, and told us to bring to him anything we found there.  

DG:
This map that said where everything was on the site…do you know where he got it  from?

I:
I saw it so many times, but I don’t know where he got it from.  We would take what we found to a house in the phosphate company, clean them and send it to the monuments organisation.  He wrote books about it, and sometimes he took bones and things to America to analyse them.

DG:
Was the map an old map, or one that he made himself?

I:
He didn’t have the paper itself, just the information which told us where to dig to find things.

DG:
How many people worked with the Americans?

I:
He was working here for one month each year since 11 years ago.  About 20 persons worked there – my father did as well.  I think you have sat with him once?

DG:
Yes, with Diaa.  Last year I think.  Do you know why the American stopped working here?

I:
We have no information about him, whether he is still alive or not.

DG:
He is still alive.

I:
I don’t know why they stopped.

DG:
What were you doing on the site?

I:
Just digging, and the American staff did the cleaning of things.  I was visiting the rest house in the Phosphate Company and I saw the things already cleaned and marked with numbers.

DG:
You said that people were allowed to keep the coins they found?

I:
If we could find them, but they were so old and rusted.  I will ask my father if he has any to show you.

DG:
I would like that.  Is your family from Quseir?

I:
Yes.

DG:
Did you ever go to Q-al-Q when you were younger?

I:
Every day before the Mövenpick and the hotels were built I was fishing there from the evening until dawn, trying to catch fish.  My Father told me that there was a ship that old people looked for.  It was full of gold, coming from the Nile through the channel to the sea.  The place were you are working was the link between the Nile and the Red Sea.  So many divers from all over the world have come to search for it, but they haven’t found it yet because the coral has covered it.

DG:
How did you feel when the Mövenpick was built and you couldn’t fish there anymore?

I:
It is a very long coast, so there is not a problem if there is a hotel here, a hotel here, and a hotel here.  It is a long coast.  After the swimming, we can fish.

DG:
What was so special about the beach at Q-al-Q for fishing?

I:
Whatever places we wanted to go we went there, but in touristic village it is not allowed to fish there.  It is a law inside the hotels.  In hotels they protect the environment here, so there is a law about not damaging the coral and not being able to catch special fish or take some antiquities.  We have been prevented by the government from catching some fish.

DG:
When you were fishing at Q-al-Q…

I:
[interrupting] The Mövenpick shore is the best place to get fish from – it still is. You can find so many fish coming to this place.  The fishes were so fat that we can see the fish with our eyes but we are not allowed to go there.

DG:
Did the arrival of tourism have quite an impact upon the fishing industry in Quseir?

I:
We are sorry about it, because it was so near, but there are so many places.  After maybe five years, the building of the airport will being so many hotels here, so of course it will affect the fishing.  The situation of the fishermen here is so bad.  We aren’t able to buy boats to go inside the sea and bring fish, so we have been sitting on the shore trying to fish.  A lot of us fish using a net.

DG:
Is there anyway that the fishing industry in Qus can be revived?

I:
If there could be a project borrowing money off an NGO to buy boats…but not even if the fishermen has finished the paper [a loan???] they are not able to get money from the bank and get rid of the paper again.  I’m sorry to say this, but this is shit.

Another problem is that there is no ice factory so we can’t transport the fish.  The ice factory here stopped because there was something wrong with the machine.  The fishermen are not able to bring the foreign experts to mend it because we have to pay them a lot.  We have already contacted them.

DG:
Given the state of the fishing industry and the decline of the phosphate industry, is there any alternative to tourism for Quseir?

I:
The closure of the phosphate company was bad, bad, bad for the people of Qus, and not to be able to fish because they were the only two sources for the city.  The nature of the citizens here in Qus is that we are not able to work with tourists.  We don’t have the experience, we didn’t even think of tourists to prepare for the activity.  You need to prepare since childhood, but the people here finishing their school go to work in the tourist industry only to wash dishes, because they have no experience.  People come from Cairo from the tourism colleges taking better positions, better salaries, and the citizens of Qus take about LE120 a month.  This is a bad situation.  How do people get to live?  Make new factories, provide us with places to work again.

DG:
You think there would be more employment if heavy industry moved into the area rather than tourism?

I:
Why is it only tourism?  They can bring many industries here.  We are a remote place, but they can make some kind of factories to export industrial things from Quseir to the outside world.  Maybe people will not like Qus, but we can work.

M:
I brought one man to work in a tourist village, but he didn’t like it, he said ‘I am serving’.  Work is something honourable, but after spending all those years in the college?  Why did I spend all those years in the college?

DG:
Have you noticed a change in Qus as tourism increases?

I:
You can’t find so many tourists coming here all year – it’s seasonal and most of them are German and Italian.  So it’s not really a tourist city where you find tourists all the time.  You can’t depend your economy on it.

DG:
Will the excavation and the proposed museum bring tourists into Qus?

I:
According to the information you are going to make the tourists will come.  The first tourists who see it will be the first sign if people will come or not.  If they admire it, they will ask others to come.

DG:
Is that effect of the excavation and museum a positive thing?

I:
A lot of people will find work, the hotels, the shops, the taxis.

DG:
What sort of things would you be interested in seeing in a museum?

I:
The history of the Romans, the Islamic period, the Pharaonic, whatever you can find from these periods will be interesting for all – for the people of Qus and for tourists.

DG:
That’s quite an interesting point: do you think the museum should be designed just for Egyptians, for tourists, or both?

I:
Both.  You can find oriental tourists here also – from Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and so on.

DG:
Where would you prefer to see the museum, in Qus itself or in Q-al-Q?

I:
The best thing is to have it here inside this hotel.  It is in the middle of the city and it is something for the tourists as well.  I can say to people ‘come in and have a look at something interesting’.  Then people wouldn’t think we were trying to make money off them by taking them on a trip in a car or something.  Guests going from Hurghada to Marsa Alam could see a sign for this museum and just sit and have a coffee, something to drink and just look at the museum.

It is essential for the people in Qus to have the museum here so we can supplement our income from the people who come, buying things from bazaars.  If it is at the site then we can make trips for an hour or so.

DG:
Is history important to you personally?

I:
It is important, it is something honourable for the citizens of Quseir to have a history.

DG:
Which period of the past is most important to you?

I:
All of them, Islamic, Roman, Pharaonic.  All of it is the history of Quseir itself.  But the tourists have different ideas about what is interesting to them, so having the three of them is good I think.  We can research areas that interest us.  It will be useful for students to find things about the life of Quseir in the past, they can do their own studies of life in the past.

DG:
We talked briefly about how to attract tourists to the museum, but how do you think we can attract people from Quseir?

I:
You have to think about the plan with the educational people, to get the teachers and students to come in and have an interest.  After that you can find people.  You just make a book about the whole project, which would be useful for all the people in Egypt.  Colleges in Cairo could send people here to examine this history, this past and to make research about this.  The idea of writing a book is so important for bringing people to study in the colleges and universities.  Students and their doctors could come here on their vacation to study this place.

DG:
Thank you very much.

I:
Thank you Darren, welcome to Quseir.

DG:
Again… 

