Interview 3.7

M:
This man was our teacher at the primary school, our secondary school and even at college.  Even after we finished attending schools, he is still our teacher [laughing].  I will explain Arabic who you are and what you are doing.

I:
 There is a book about this written by Kamal el-Din Hussain Hammam.  Quseir is a small city, yes, but with a very big background of history.  Haptshepsut passed through Quseir on her way to Punt countries to bring back pips and so on.  There are traces of that in Fawakhir, about 70km from here towards Qena.  Quseir was called this name because it was the short way, Quseir means ‘short way’ – it was the shortest way for the pilgrims to the holy places of Mecca and Saudi Arabia.  So I know a bit about Quseir al-Qadim that is not just Quseir ten or twenty years ago.

There is a small city called Sewaka [???} – it is 500km in the south.  It is one of the oldest cities on the Red Sea coast and they also found beads [?] when they went there.  During the French occupation of Egypt the French complained…[unintelligible]…at the time of Mohammed Ali and the British army and the situation that happened here. 

DG:
Did you know that we were working at Q-al-Q?

[Interview interrupted momentarily by the arrival of the proprietor of the bazaar]

I:
Before the building of the Mövenpick there was a group working at Q-al-Q.

DG:
The American excavation, or the builders at the Mövenpick?
I:
They found small things like coins, many things, but now they are under the Mövenpick.

DG:
Do you think that it is important to people in Quseir to know about the work at Q-al-Q?

I:
It is important to the citizens of Quseir to know a lot about their own history.  This is a general point and you can find this throughout the whole of Egypt, but the average of learning throughout the Red Sea and especially in Quseir is about 95%, and you can’t find an average like this in other cities, except in Quseir.  So we have here a large amount of civilised people.

DG:
Would a museum in Quseir be a good idea?

I:
It will be a step for the future, because in the next six months or so the airport will open at Marsa Alam and a lot of people will go from here to work in the south.  So it is important for them, and the city itself to know their history.  It is so important for both: for tourists and for the city of Quseir.  You can find that the schoolchildren will come from all over the city, and not just from the city itself but all the cities on the Red Sea coast, from Hurghada and so on to see this museum, like they do at the underwater museum in Hurghada.

DG:
What sort of things would you like to see in the museum?  Should it be just about Q-al-Q, or about the history of modern Quseir as well – the phosphate factory, the fishing industry etc.?

I:
It would be fantastic work to have three sections for this museum: a section about Q-al-Q and the work you are doing there, a section about the nearest past like the phosphate factory and the rest about Quseir.  It will be good to make models – you can make a model of the phosphate company and put it inside the museum so that the people can see that ‘Oh, this was something to do with mining, this for transporting it from the harbour’.  People will begin to understand more.

DG:
Did you go to Q-al-Q before the Mövenpick was built?

I2:
After they built the Mövenpick it became private.  Before that, I used to go fishing.

I:
All the places that have been built upon by the tourist villages have affected the fishing.

DG:
How did people feel about that?

I:
There is two things about this, two sides – one good, one bad.  We are not able to fish there, but at the same time it provides the community here with a large number of work.  So taking away the fishing but providing jobs must be a good thing.  Another thing: a lot of people were fishing the wrong way and were affecting the coral reef, but after the building of these tourist villages this was prevented and the marine life returned, so again there are two sides to this.

I2:
I have no problem with the south of the city, but for almost twenty-seven years my father has been working here and he built the harbour at Hammrawein.  Several times I went there with a friend fishing and snorkelling – it was very nice and a wonderful area.  My feeling about the hotels is that they take the parts of the sea and they make the south of Egypt here.  They can pay to enjoy this wonderful and natural thing, this is my feeling really.  An example: soon Quseir will be like Hurghada.  They will let the bad and the rubbish beach for the public people and all the private and wonderful areas will be hotels.  The Mövenpick I saw – I was working there for a while with the company who rents the cars.  I noticed that they tried to keep the natural things, nobody walking on the reef and nobody fishing to keep the natural life and so on, but they shouldn’t have the right to stop people going to this area.  This is my opinion.

M:
If we find human remains on the site, what should we do with them? 

I:
There are two things.  If you find separate human remains, individuals all over the place, then you can gather the whole and put them in a special place as a general tomb to respect them.  But if they are already in a general tomb, why would you disturb their respect?  They are already dead and they have already been entombed and you must keep them this way.  And a small plaque that this is a place of a tomb would be enough.

I2:
We have this problem also in Cairo.  Cairo becomes bigger and bigger every year.  In the old times for the Muslims, the Ottomanic and the others, the tombs were placed out of Cairo because there was no peace inside the city itself.  Sometimes they wanted to make a road – contact with other areas – and they had to make it through these tombs.  I think if after two thousand years our bodies were inside some area…what would you think if someone, for example, went to take my body out?  I think it is different between us and ancient Egyptians.  In this time there was a strange language and we have little information about this time in history, and I don’t know but I think…for example, for us now, we have some people, scientifics like you, write about this time and so that the generation that comes after us will know everything about this area of the past.  

I see the same thing happen in Cairo and I saw this professor from a university speak about this past.  If this is important for research, then you have to respect the bodies and move them to somewhere else.  You then have to pray and put them back into the land by the Islamic way, you have to respect it.  The second thing in my opinion …people should change the route of the road, make people drive around it.  If you make the road go through, then maybe it will be dangerous because if I am driving and the road is clear then suddenly comes a car, the tombs number will be more.  This is what I think.  

So, the first solution would be to move it [the human remains].  The High Islamic Sheikh in Cairo said ‘you must do that, because it [the road] is helping society, helping the other Muslims.  But you must move them to a good place and make it in the Islamic way’.  One of the signs of civilisation is to respect the dead.

DG:
Had you heard about the school tours to the site?

I:
I have no information about this, because I am teaching in a school now that is about 400km from here.

DG:
Do you think it is a good idea to take groups of school children around the site?

I:
I will express it like this.  It is important for the children to know all about the history here.  But what about the museum.  You must make it a big one, not a small one.  Make a big building so that you can show the whole history of Quseir city and culture, like handcrafts.  Also in Egypt there are many rocks, special rocks, special natural things.  [the rest of the sentence is unintelligible due to people talking in the background].

DG:
We hope to find a place to begin with, to set up a few exhibitions.  But after a few years we hope to be able to build a big museum in a new building.

I:
Where will this be?

DG:
I am not sure, there is no definite plan for the permanent site yet.  I think there will be a great deal of consultation with xxxx xxxx first.

I:
Of course  [unintelligible…] there are plenty of suppliers here, but they have no information.  You can use people in the area that know about things too – just like you are doing interviewing people about Quseir al-Qadim.  I have much information I can give you about the natural environment in the area, so you can use local people to help you.  All of these interests can co-operate in the museum.

DG:
Do you know any old stories about Q-al-Q?

I:
No, I have no information about the site.  But if you want to know about Quseir fifty years ago, then I can tell you.

DG:
Please.

I:
It was only one street, starting from the citadel and ending at the square, with a few small apartments for people who had been here working – some of them fishing, some of them in the phosphate company.  Now that the Phosphate Company has finished, I think the people here in Quseir need more projects, productive projects like the government wants.  There is no production here, no factories here.  We need to have factories because so many are unemployed.  I am a teacher, and there is no community if there is no production.

DG:
Because production keeps communities together?

I:
Yes.

DG:
Do you think Quseir will change more in the future as more tourists flock to the city?

I:
Everything has started to change here.  We have scholars here from Southampton and many unemployed people who have graduated from colleges.  We must try to make some kind of co-operation with the other college.

DG:
That is something that we are hoping to set up.  Steph has had meetings with people in Cairo to try to arrange a student exchange programme.  I don’t know how long that will take or when, or even if it will happen, but I know that it is in people’s minds.

Thank you.

