Interview 2.4

DG:
Are you interested in history and learning about the past?

I:
I am an older man and I don't know exactly many stories. I know that Quseir was an important place in the past, but exactly why and what happened, I don't know. I am an older man.

DG:
Has Quseir changed much since you were younger?

I:
I worked on a train transporting phosphate from the desert to the company. The phosphate would then go by ship to Australia - to foreign countries by ship. Quseir has changed a lot. The phosphate would go to Saudi Arabia, Australia. The phosphate company was important in this city because many people had their job in it, and they give a lot of money for the people.

DG:
What was Quseir like before the phosphate company came?

I:
I think that it was nothing, nothing here. Just a small village. The phosphate company made it a town. Before it was just fishing, nothing else. The phosphate company made us important, and gave us money. There were many jobs in Quseir made by the phosphate company.

DG:
Have you always lived in Quseir?

I:
Now there is no phosphate company. The phosphate company was an Italian company, but it left after the phosphate.

DG:
Were your mother and father from Quseir?

I:
I lived in Quseir when I was young, but my grand, grand, grandfather is from Aswan. My family came here for jobs.

DG:
When you were a child, did you hear any stories about Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
I know that people lived in Quseir al-Qadim, but I don't know about their lives. I know that people lived there and that there were big buildings there.

Years ago there were no cars, not anything. We used the camel for travel from place to place. It was a very hard life. There was little water, vegetables or food. But when the Italian phosphate company was built, it was better than before.

DG:
Did you ever fish at Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
Yes, everybody fished at Quseir al-Qadim. I know people fished there in the past.

DG:
Some people have told me strange stories about Quseir al-Qadim. Do you know any?

I:
There are many old stories about Quseir al-Qadim, but to no one told me. Because when I was young there were no people in Quseir al-Qadim. All the people in Quseir al-Qadim came to here. There were a few people that lived around there, but only a few and only small buildings.

DG:
How long ago did people stop living there?

I:
They didn't stop, many people came from other towns to work and live here. Quseir al-Qadim had a few people, a small village, but then they came here. The sea used to be beside the citadel and round Quseir al-Qadim. 
DG:
Do you know of any other excavations carried out at Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
Yes, I heard about that. I heard that there were many objects underground. People saw gold underground, and they dug and dug to find it. This was last year, but it has been going on for 30 or 40 years. A long time ago. I know that there was gold and buildings there.

There are small parts of houses there, but nobody has tried to dig it. I saw that. You can see bits of building under the ground when you go to the beach there.

DG:
Had you heard that our group was working up there?

I:
I am pleased that you are working there, and I am pleased about the museum here. It will take a long time to make this though. One time I saw people digging there, they found many things there and people took it. I went to have a look myself, and I did not find anything. The other people had taken it all.

DG:
Were these people archaeologists?

I:
No. Just people looking for things to sell, without archaeology or without permission. They took all these things.

DG:
Which area of the past are you most interested in?

I:
[interview interrupted by the arrival of interviewee’s grandson]

DG:
Do you think the excavation will have any benefits for Quseir?

I:
Of course. It is a big thing for the people here. It is important. There are many things in Quseir al-Qadim that should be kept here for all people. Will you have a benefit in your country?

DG:
Hopefully, the information will be useful for the world. We hope that people in Quseir will benefit from it as well, from having a museum and learning about it, but it will help archaeologists all around the world.

I:
Have you been to Luxor?

DG:
Not yet.

I:
It is good.

DG:
Thank you.

