Interview 2.2

DG:
Are you interested in history and learning about the past?

I:
I think that all Egyptians are interested in history. We have been brought up with history as central in our life. You can find it anywhere here and from the beginning with the pyramids until the site.

DG:
Is it important to the city to know about the history of Quseir?

I:
Not just everyone in the city, but everybody in Egypt. There is an overall interest from the government that all people in Egypt know about their history, from Pharaonic to Islamic or whatever, it is our history.

DG:
This is a government directive?

I:
No, it is for the people to decide.

DG:
How did you get involved with the learning centre?

I:
I was working in a tourist village, the Flamenco, in reception. During my work there I dealt with one of the teachers on the LDC who had a relationship with the Swedish organisation. When she tried to choose, she called me in the hotel and said that she would like me to come and be a teacher. I have to think, because I had already graduated from the faculty of education English department for five years. So I decided it was better for me to work in my own profession, which is teaching, than in tourism which is not really my field. So I had a meeting with them in which we spoke about many things. I was chosen to join the group - all the group were lucky to have this experience because we have learned so many things during this time, this seven months. We have learnt that there has been a change that we have not been aware of in Quseir.

DG:
How many people applied for jobs in the centre?

I:
And we are 25, divided into three sections - English, computing, and children with special needs. I am head of the English department.

DG:
What do you know about the site of Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
Before seven months ago I knew nothing about it, I really had no information that there was a site in front of the Mövenpick and that this had been Quseir al-Qadim, the old Quseir. The city that we are living in now was nothing in the past, I think it was water. But since we have co-operated here with the Swedish organisation and with Mr xxxx xxxx we have the opportunity to read more in books about our history, English books and Arabic ones and especially ones written by a historical researcher here in Quseir called Hammam. I read this book and it makes only valuable comments about our history here and the city itself. So I began to know more about this and visited the site one month after. And really I have enjoyed seeing something different. I haven't been able to think that there is something here called Quseir al-Qadim and that it traded in the desert. But really I felt that there was life there and you have to discover about it.

DG:
Are many people in the city aware that there is a site there?

I:
You want the truth? Since the beginning of tourism.. tourism has enhanced Quseir. People began to think about what was going on there. We have seen people working in front of the Mövenpick, so what were they doing? I think that the effort of xxxx xxxx has been important because he is a famous man here in Quseir. People ask what he is doing, what their work is, and people become more interested in what is going on. Now everybody knows there is something going on there, but they are not quite sure what is going on at Quseir al-Qadim, what kind of research is going to happen there.

DG:
Is your family from Quseir?

I:
My family, my father, is originally from Aswan. My mother is originally from a place close to Alexandria, beside Siwa. But they are living here in Quseir for about 40 years. All of my brothers have been born here, so we are from Quseir now, from the Red Sea.

DG:
Were you told any stories about archaeology when you were younger?

I:
Unfortunately my father died when I was young. But what kind of stories do you mean?

DG:
Anything at all that is connected with the site.

I:
My father worked in a police station here, and people have to work in the check point on their way into cities. In the past these people were returning back from check points and noticed traces of Pharaonic life in the mountains. So many places you can find traces of past life, the history of Quseir.

My father also spoke about it, and really afterwards I have read about it, that Quseir was a centre of trade here in the past. Most of my knowledge now is from reading, from telling or hearing things my knowledge is small.

DG:
A lot of people have told me that in the past people have been told ghost stories about the site, have you heard any of them?

I:
No, I have not heard them. If you hear anything then tell me!

DG:
Did you ever fish from where the Mövenpick is now?

I:
I like fishing, but normally here on the beach. Some of my relatives used to go fishing there and I know that there is a ship that has been sunk there in front of the Mövenpick.

DG:
How do people know about the ship, because it is quite deep?

I:
From diving, I guess. And also I think Hammam speaks about it in his book.

DG:
Was the fishing good in the Mövenpick?

I:
There are two sides to this point. In the past here, the community was so simple. So fishing help them to live a normal life. There were no big prices for the fish. After tourism this has changed - tourists love to eat fish, so this raised the price of fishing. So it is a desired profession now, to be a fisherman, but at the same time everybody’s salaries have been raised. Fishing has been raised, but so have salaries from working in tourism, working in industry.

DG:
So do you think that tourism has had a positive effect on Quseir?

I:
Tourism has a very positive affect. It gives so many chances of work here. I will tell you one thing. I qualified as an English teacher three years ago. I was supposed to work as a teacher, but this is so difficult - even in England, even in any place in the world. So tourism gave me a good chance to improve my knowledge and improve my language. The first time I tried to speak English I felt that my tongue was stuck, or tied with rock. So it gives me a chance to practise. I also learned small amounts of German words, which also improves my talent.  If I know more than one language it is so beneficial for me.

DG:
Will the excavation have any benefit for the city?

I:
For me, I think. The people here will know more about the history of their world, Quseir itself. Quseir will also become famous. History gives value to Quseir, like Luxor. Years ago Luxor was not as famous as it is now in the world. Quseir, after this excavation, will turn into something else. I have reservations about Hurghada, because it relies only upon tourism of the sea. Here we have a historical background, the citadel and now Quseir al-Qadim, and so therefore a good foundation for the fame of Quseir. It is not from tourism and the sea … we have the sea here, we have the hotels here, but another thing that will give support to Quseir itself.

DG:
I know nothing about the history of the citadel, can you fill me in?

I:
It was built during the Ottoman age of Mohamed Ali. The French tried to invade Egypt at this time, and the citadel was important in defence. There is so much information in the fortress, it is a good witness of our history.

DG:
Did the French use the citadel when the British were attacking?

I:
The French were defeated here I think by the British. It was built originally to defend the coast by one of Mohamed Ali’s leaders.

DG:
Should the Islamic part of the site be handled in a different way to the Roman part?

I:
What do you mean?

DG:
Is there a problem with excavating an Islamic site in a Muslim country?

I:
This will be different according to the people. It will not affect me, but it may affect some other person in their mind. But at the end we must come to one conclusion, we must know more about the history of the Islamic life here during this period, which we have no information about what happened there. It will differ from different people’s points of view.

DG:
So much of Egypt's tourism is built around the Pharaonic past. If there is no Pharaonic site in Quseir al-Qadim, would that be negative for Quseir?

I:
I will tell you one thing here. You come here as an English researcher. If you have the opportunity to go to a country that has so much historical life, Roman, Islamic, Pharaonic, would that be interesting or not?

DG:
Very interesting.

I:
So I think this will be interesting. Because here in Quseir we have something different, so this gives support also. It is not the Pharaonic life like in Cairo or Luxor, but it is something different. ‘Come to see these different things’, So support the whole project and support the history of the city itself. It is not only Pharaonic life in Egypt, so come to see something new, the Islamic or Mamluk past. Mamluk is something that is really knew for them.

DG:
Does Mamluk history get taught in schools?

I:
In historical books. In prep schools we studied this period - from the age of thirteen to sixteen. There are also many films about this too. So there is information about the Mamluks.

DG:
Do we make enough effort to tell people in the city about the work?

I:
Your effort has not appeared to be so clear before. But this time it is clear. When you live here inside the city, not at the Mövenpick, and make a museum this news is so interesting. You have a small plan, and this will be bigger when you open the museum. People will speak about it and there will be information there about the whole project. You must give support to Quseir, and this will also make your effort appear good. I myself know about Southampton University because I am working in the heritage centre, but for normal people they have no information. Which city? Where is Southampton? This is what people think. Show them a map in the museum! The museum will spring from here, but with the help from outside.

DG:
What sort of things would you like to see in the museum?

I:
The more I know about history the greater I will be able to control myself. So give me all the information you get, don't keep anything from me and I will return it to you with gratitude.

DG:
Should we just focus on the site, or include Quseir itself - fishing and the phosphate industry?

I:
This museum should contain so many pictures about the site and things that you have excavated and found from the beginning. The section should talk about the historical background from the beginning, the Roman, Islamic, and Mamluk parts. They should also be a part of the deals with how to make the connection between Quseir citizens and the excavation. This should be in the museum. You should say that you are doing it for them. I think this has become already because you have decided to appoint people from Quseir in the museum. This will make people interested also.

DG:
Did you know about the school trips that we took to the site?

I:
This was fantastic, fantastic work. The children will be the next generation and this will help the whole life here. That they are there from the beginning, that they are given information that this was Quseir al-Qadim. Taking children there, they will inquire. This will be in their minds until they grow up. This will help us, they would try to read about this history from the beginning. So you have already started doing something that is really good, you already have an interface between the curriculum here and the historical grounding in Quseir. If this succeeds, it will be a good thing for the people of Quseir. If we can have something in the schools written about the history and archaeology of Quseir al-Qadim itself, just something, it will be great.

DG:
Should we arrange tours of the site for older people, not just schoolchildren?

I:
I will speak frankly here. The site needs much work for the people to have an interest. The small parts that have been covered, yes, it is fantastic work, but the museum will make things appear to the whole community. When the work increases you will find that people interested without your calling them. They will go themselves.

DG:
Would you prefer the project to be run by Egyptians? Maybe not just our excavation, but excavations in general in Egypt?

I:
In the end the past is for Egyptians, so I think it should be governed by Egyptians,  but with assistance. I want to keep it for Quseir, with co-operation from outside.  After a period of time you will disappear. I am sure of that, because you will not be able to live your life here.  If I started working on this project myself, from now, do you think I would try to control it? Or reserve it? I think I would try to preserve it so that many generations can see it, reserve it for others… 
It was strange for us at the beginning to see working without so much control. Normally an excavation is very controlled, you're not allowed into the area. Your approach is something new, and this makes me very interested.

DG:
Over the last 200 years, so many European archaeologists have come here, excavated, and taken all the stuff back with them - many of the artefacts that are now in the British museum, the French museum, the German museum etc. Can you still trust the archaeologists?

I:
You're speaking the truth. Anybody you ask will tell you that. But if we are agreed from the beginning about things like that, at every step, there will not be things like that.

DG:
Fortunately, it does not happen so much now.

I:
But it has been in the past.

DG:
Should these artefacts, especially things like the Rosetta stone, be returned?

I:
This belongs to the Egyptian people from the beginning. It is something from our heritage. It is essential to our life. I think it should be here, in this land, not outside. This is my feeling. Each of these things have been made in our land. Like in England - if you have made something valuable, will it be easy for you if they take it from you? Here, during this age, we have co-operation between the ministry of culture and outside governments. We have already sent so many moveable museum's to England, to America. They take these things, and show them elsewhere, so true co-operation has already existed. Why? For what reason? If we give permission for these valuable things to be shown outside, then it is good for Egypt. We are not only inviting people to see it, we are giving it to them to look at in another country. This is really what happens here, in Egypt. So, these things should come back, but I know that they will not. I know that. It might, I hope.

DG:
It is all about public pressure. The more public pressure in England, the more chance we have of returning these things. It may take some time, but at some time in the future, who knows?

I:
I will keep this in my heart.

DG:
How can we increase our co-operation with the learning centre?

I:
It should be from the beginning, something organised. Not chaos. If it can be organised, then I think it will succeed. It will give people more information, and they will make the connection themselves. We have a time line in the English room, if we can connect it to that then it will be valuable. If the learner wants to read about Quseir during the Islamic period, then I would give him information in English. I would give him pictures, magazines, newspapers about this excavation. Then, if he can read the information in English and learn about the site, it will be a success for him. He will improve his knowledge himself.

DG:
Would you like us to construct a time line for the history of Quseir?

I:
Something like that. It will be good for the students, and it will be good for me. I can know where to get information about Roman life in Quseir, because at the moment I do not have that information, written information in English. If we can make this connection, it will be good. It will help on two sides. They will learn the language, and they will learn more about history.

DG:
Have you seen the plain language report from last year?

I:
No, I have not seen that. It would be good to use. This will be great, if I can keep about four copies inside the room and people can use it with the timeline. The idea is that I give them language, knowledge, more vocabulary. It will be good for them to speak about the excavation, because if they have the nothing to speak about it, they will not think about it. If I can make the information available to them, it will be good.

DG:
What age will people be that are learning English?

I:
We will start the English courses with the teachers, and of course with other people. The age will be between 20 and 30. For the school itself, I think they will start with children from ten to fifteen.

DG:
So would the educational resource pack be useful to you?

I:
Yes.

DG:
Thank you

