Interview 31

DG:
I'd like to start by asking if the past is important to you, and if you're interested in history?

I:
I hear that Quseir and Quseir al Qadim are connected, between Quseir al-Qadim and the citadel.

DG:
When did you hear about it?

I:
I'm not quite sure, because I have never been down there but I heard that lots of people had been inside, maybe to half way. They were playing football in the citadel, and a hole appeared. It connected the citadel and Quseir al-Qadim.

DG:
How long ago was this?

I:
About ten years ago.

DG:
Do you think it is important to the people of Quseir to learn about its past?

I:
Yes, it is very important to learn about their past. People have to learn about it, it could be a new world for Quseir people.

DG:
What do you know about the history of the site?

I:
We heard that it was trading between here and India. There were boats here, and one was lost in front of the Mövenpick. Two, three, maybe five years ago there were people here diving. They found lots of big amphora, jars and pottery.

DG:
Did people know then that there was trading between here and India?

I:
[Unintelligible answer]

DG:
Were you told anything about the site when you were children?

I:
We were told that it was the old city, not what we have now in Quseir. It was a Roman city, because they have found pottery and Roman letters - papyrus. So it is Roman.

DG:
Inaudible question
I:
Maybe 50 years ago, or maybe more than 50 years ago, we have heard this story.

DG:
Have you heard any other stories connected with the site?

I:
We heard a story about people fishing there. They heard a cockerel during the night when they were sleeping there and we heard the cockerel.

We heard about some excavations in the mountains, we don't know where, but there are there just beside you [the site?]. It is called Queen Sofias, maybe. In this place there is supposed to be gold and silver stored inside.

DG:
And that is near Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
Yes. Exactly.

DG:
I am interested in the cockerel noises. What exactly happened? Did people just hear a cockerel when they were fishing?

I:
It was in the night, when people were fishing. They hear the noises, but there is nothing. There is nothing in the morning either, just in the night time.

DG:
Before the Mövenpick was built, what sort of things did people do there?

I:
It was an old harbour, and people were just fishing there.

DG:
Did people use the beach?

I:
Yes, just fishing and laying down and using the beach. This was before, now, nothing.

DG:
Do you feel that Islamic sites should be excavated in the same way as Roman ones?

There is quite a long discussion here, and the words Muslim and Islamic appear frequently.

I:
It depends on your excavations here and what you have to look for. If it is Roman, or Islamic, then you have to do that. It depends on you, it is your opinion about that. Just keep looking at Islamic, or just looking at the Romans, or all of them...

DG:
What should be done with human skeletons after they've been excavated?

I:
We were thinking about the human bones. You must do it in an Islamic way, just take it some other place, far away from the excavation area, just to bury them again.

DG:
What do you think about the excavations at Quseir al Qadim?
I:
Sure.  They are good.
DG:
Have you met any of the archaeologists?

I:
No, we have never met anyone. But we hear about it, we hear about it.

DG:
Do you think the archaeologists working at Quseir al Qadim are any different to the tourists that come here?
I:
You are in the right position, because you are working, not as a tourist. We have heard that you have a lot of people working there for you, and this has opened a new market for Quseir. So you are different from tourists.

DG:
Would you like to know more about the work that the archaeologists are doing?

I:
We would like to know information about the whole city. Was Quseir al-Qadim a city, or just a port? We want to know the whole story, the history and the dates. We want to know if it is Roman, and about the Mamlukes. We want to know the whole story, from when it started to when it ended, and where and when.

DG:
Would you like to see that in a museum?

I:
Hopefully that will be in the museum.

DG:
Should the museum include all of the history of Quseir, including the fishing and the phosphate, or just the ancient history?

I:
It is connected with Quseir al-Qadim, so it should be together. Quseir al-Qadim and the modern Quseir. Mix it, because it is connected.

DG:
Should the museum be for the people of Quseir, for tourists, or for both?

I:
It must be for everyone, here in Quseir, yes, but for everyone. Like Luxor and Aswan, for everyone.

DG:
Will that play a role in the future of Quseir?

I:
Of course. To know about history will bring people together.

DG:
How long have you both lived in Quseir?

I:
We were born in Quseir - more than 60. both of us!

DG:
Thank you.

