Interview 3.31

Special note:  Qus =  Quseir.  Q-al-Q = Quseir al-Qadim.  Möv = Mövenpick.
I:
A man I know told me that he started to build some houses around the hills around the city here.  He found some rubbings [rock art?] and some buildings, some old buildings and some holes under the ground.

A friend who I talked to a couple of days ago said that there are many people here with much coins, they found them in the citadel and they kept them.  But he knows where exactly the coins were found.  The people here are cowards – if the police go to them and make them give them up they will give them to them.

The city here, especially this old part, there are old houses here.  They found coins inside them.  From a few years ago, I remember someone saying that they found a golden statue inside an old house when it fell down.  It was the habit of the old times to keep the money and the expensive things inside the walls, because people in the past would come to get taxes so they have nothing.  This is number one.  Number two, because of the sea and of course some people died and their secrets are still here.  So the secrets of the hiding places are kept until the buildings become old and the walls fall down or someone tries to make it away.  We have many, many stories about this – even in Cairo in the old Islamic houses.  Many people found golden treasures inside it, coins and things.  I think it is the same here.

When you come next time I will tell you all the information, this will be a secret between you and me.  I wish that people would take nothing from our monuments – we want to make it here and want to make people interested in the monuments.  They have to understand that if we take the monuments out no tourists will come.

DG:
You were saying the other day that someone had told you that there were tunnels underneath the houses?

I:
Yes, one of my workers has one underneath his house.  There are three houses in the city that have these – I try to know which houses exactly and the direction of the tunnels.

DG:
And these tunnels are believed to go to Q-al-Q?

I:
Yes, because the direction of these tunnels leads to there.  They go north, but maybe not quite north – straight in the direction of Q-al-Q.

DG:
Has anyone ever followed them?

I:
No, because they were afraid.  There was doors inside it, iron closed doors, so they were scared of snakes and scorpions and things.

DG:
Like a cellar?

I:
Yes.

DG:
OK, thanks a lot.

I:
No problem.

