Interview 5

Special note: due to traffic noise, some bits of this tape are difficult to hear

DG:
I would like to begin by running through what I am doing so you can tell me what you think.  Essentially I’m looking at how the excavation affects the city and how the archaeology shapes peoples perceptions of the past.

I:
You have to know that Quseir is only a city here on the Red Sea coast, but this [the excavation] makes all the people here proud, everybody, especially after more things are done.  When we finish with our area here and make it an antiquities area, and people visit it.  But people start already now to feel very proud about this because this is their history, their background from many years ago.  This is the oldest city in the Red Sea, and I feel proud about this.

DG:
This is why this is such a unique case study, and why it is interesting to look at it in an ongoing way, and hopefully include some of that in the mathaf.

I:
The first important thing is that everybody in Quseir is looking to see what has been found, I feel that and I note it.  For example, the education people here, when you start to ask about education and make visits for the schools in our area they are very happy, everybody.  All the students, the teachers, the manager of education, the headmasters, everybody is very, very proud and they are looking and want to see, to know.  And like you see now, everybody is very interested.  So people come and see, but they are looking for a good museum...to see something important like this, because this is very, very important for the people.  Not all the people know it [about the museum] yet, so later all the people will know and everybody will be very serious about this job.

DG:
So you think it would be good for me to talk to people, and, if they let me record them?

I:
Yes, no problem.  We have many people who speak English and others who can help you.

DG:
I’d like to ask Diaa to help.

I:
Yes, Diaa or Eman can help you and introduce you to people.  And you can start also with our students – we have 20 girls and boys, which means 20 different families.  And all of these are Quseir families, so you can start with them.  And after you can go into the street and the schools.  This is no problem.

[I explain the sort of questions that will be asked]

I:
Also important to the city is development.  If there is nothing then there is no development.  If there is something, if there is background, if there is something like Quseir al-Qadim so there is development, but not massive development.

DG:
Do you mean that there will be development in keeping with the rest of the city, so that it doesn’t end up looking like Hurghada?

I:
That is right.  Quseir al-Qadim proves that there is history in this city, and so we can start also development.  And don’t forget the side of the economy. If we have a museum or centre then many tourists will come into the city It is good, the museum, many tourists will come to see the site and we can let the tourists come.  They won’t just lie down on the beach, they will come to the city to see something interesting, so there is something to see interesting like the museum, like bed and breakfasts. A lot of people they have to know about this area, so they can see it through the museum.

DG:
So the museum and the past is all tied in with the future of Quseir?
I:
Yes, that’s right.

DG:
You’re involved with the NGO and manager of the learning centre.  What does your job entail?

I:
I am the chief member of the NGO. But also we are planning to have many projects in the NGO, one to make learning and development centre in Quseir.  So I will be manager of the centre too.  For me it is interesting, because we would like to tie everything together.  Have most of the people in Quseir learning English because it will be helpful to them in their lives, help them to find jobs in tourist projects.  They can find a chance, find a job if they have good English, and also computer and IT helps.  It is important that Quseir will have 90% of people that have computer and English, it is so important, it is my job in the future to do it.  This is nice, it will give a chance for our children, to get a chance...get a chance in IT and maybe in the future they will be very good.

DG:
I hope that we can help in that with the excavation and the museum.

I:
It is something good.  I feel that almost all the people in Quseir are happy.  Because there is something now – you understand?

DG:
They can see things happening?

I:
Yeah.  Everything, insh Allah, will be good.  In the future I see a lot of things that are very, very good.  It is different from any culture in Egypt.  Very different.  The area, the old culture, some of the excavation, the museum, the learning and development centre, and give the chance to find a job or their own small projects like this.  So I think that everything will be OK, insh Allah.

DG:
Insh Allah.

I:
Insh Allah.

DG:
Thanks very much

