Interview 3.12

Special note: Q-al-Q = Quseir al-Qadim.  Qus = Quseir.
M:
We are intending to make a museum in Quseir, containing the monuments of Q-al-Q.  You know the site?  In front of the Mövenpick there is a place called Q-al-Q.  So what do you know about Q-al-Q.

I:
I just hear that there was a city there in front of the Mövenpick, nearly 2 or 3km in the desert.  But what I know exactly?  I know about the old place with the Italians that they have here in the desert, nearly 10km inside the desert there is a city built by the Italian people for Phosphate.  I visited it three years ago. It is very nice – wonderful really.

DG:
What is it called?

I:
City for the workers of Phosphate – it doesn’t have a name really.  But it is wonderful, really wonderful.  If you look at the designs of the homes, the bathrooms, if you look at how you make it is really wonderful.

DG:
As Mohammed said, we hope to build a museum in Qus about the site.  Do you think your guests would be interested in visiting?

I:
Yes, yes.

M:
Most of the guests that come to Utopia here are divers – they come for diving.  So how can we attract these divers?

I:
Wait a minute, I’d like to correct you.  It used to be all divers three years ago when you were working here, but now we have a lot of people that come here just to relax.  Families come to relax, they ask to visit the citadel in Qus – a lot of people ask to visit there.  Also they ask to visit the old church in the phosphate company.  We try sometimes to make a tour to all these places, but we have a problem with the citadel.  We are not allowed in there.  It made a problem for me.  After I told the guests “OK, we can visit”, they stopped it.  It is not allowed, no way.  It is easy to visit the church, very easy, and the people very helpful.  They give us books for everyone and explain everything to us.  Very good people, really.  But for the citadel….[long pause]

DG:
Do you think that when we finish work at Q-al-Q, if we put things up explaining in different languages what the buildings were and things like that, would you be interested in incorporating the site itself into a tour of the city?

I:
Yes, yes.

M:
Right now they have been working for three years at Q-al-Q.  You say that right now people come to you and ask about the citadel.  So how can we make tourists come to you and ask about Q-al-Q, about our museum?

I:
The first: not a lot of people know anything about the citadel.  There are a few, but they came before.  But the museum...we have no information about it.  We just make the shuttle bus two times a week, and only for a short time, one hour, so we have no chance to visit there.  But if there are signs, information every place, then most of visitors would like to go there, really.

DG:
Do you have many people that take the shuttle bus into Qus?

I:
The bus goes twice a week.

DG:
Is there demand for it to go more often than twice?

I:
Every trip lasts for an hour.

DG:
Why only one hour?

I:
Normally we have an agreement with the tour operator for this time, normally we need the bus for another thing and we don’t like to…we have also here shops, so we don’t like to break their work.

M:
Let’s talk about the museum. How can we attract people that are staying here, twenty km from the city, to come and see them museum?

I:
There are many kinds of museum.  What kind of museum would you build?

DG:
That is one of the things that we want to talk to people like you about.  Our idea is to have it focusing upon the whole history of Qus, starting with Q-al-Q and moving onto the modern history, a story of the whole history of Qus.

I:
What about if you make an aquarium?

DG:
The problem is that we’re all archaeologists, so we wouldn’t know where to start.

I:
That is a problem.

DG:
Would people be interested in an aquarium?

I:
Yes, it would be really fantastic, really.

DG:
You studied archaeology at Cairo.  Did you go on and try to get a job in archaeology?

I:
Yes.  I studied for four years in Cairo.  Normally I live in Luxor, it is my city, I live in Karnak, 1km from Karnak temple.  First I went for work with the government.

DG:
As an inspector?

I:
Yes, in Denderra.  You know the tombs?  You know how much you get a month?

DG:
How much?

I:
LE150 a month.  How can I eat?  How can I live?  All day in the sun, digging for LE150 a month.  What can I do?  But now I do nice work, the tourists are very nice…

DG:
If the money was the same as you get here, would you go back into archaeology?

I:
Of course, I love archaeology.  Really, I love it.  I studied Egyptian history, not Islamic or Roman, just Egyptian.  I take all four years to study 31 dynasties.  Every year: in the first I studied 1-4 dynasties, the second until 11th dynasty, the third year until the 20th dynasty, the last until the 31st.  It was very nice really.  My archaeology, the study was very nice in Cairo.  The second year we spent looking at the places.  The exams were also not just one day – all the year we were examined.  For example, they ask you about Karnak temple and you have to write everything about Karnak and give it to the professor, all your research.  It was very nice really.

DG:
Did you do any excavation?

I:
Around my house there is a lot of archaeology and there are many people digging the road between Luxor Temple and Karnak Temple, nearly 3km.  They are still digging it every day.  It is easy to work as an archaeologist, but money, the pay is nothing.  It is nice, but…no money.

DG:
What do you think about the number of foreign projects working in Egypt?

I:
For some people it is very nice work to do this, and a lot of people do it.  Now they have a lot of money, but if you are starting out like me it is really difficult.  I would have to take many years, about ten years to be OK.  And you know the life in Egypt is very difficult now, not like before.  It is very difficult now, so it is a problem.


M:
Do you like the idea about making the museum the whole history of Qus?  What will attract people to the museum, both people from the city and tourists?

I:
For me, here in the hotel, it is no problem if you make a big sign on a board and pout all the information you have, some pictures up here in reception.  You can get all the information together and give it to the guests when they arrive.  We can offer people the chance to go there.  If you have written stuff, some kind of brochure, we can give it to the guests when they come.

DG:
Is it more important to aim the museum at the people in Qus or tourists?

I:
Tourists I think.  I don’t think people in Qus are interested.  For tourists it would be nice.

DG:
Is it important then for us to try and make people in Qus interested?

I:
I don’t like to say too much…

M:
Is it OK, you can say what you like.

I:
I live here nearly six years in the city, I don’t see lazy people like the people in this city.  They have no interest.

DG:
To what extent though is that a lack of work, a lack of opportunity to work?

I:
Now there are a lot more people that can understand what you want, because more people are going out, studying at university outside of Qus.  There are a lot of people here that left to go to university.  Now if you look for these people they can give you help.  They can change this impression about the city.  But for the tourists here it will succeed.

M:
You say that the people of Qus are lazy and I respect your opinion.  But how can we attract people to the museum?  I know it will be difficult at the beginning, but all these things are difficult at the start.

I:
You must give people information from the start.  Don’t make the price high for the Egyptians.  For the tourists, OK, they will accept whatever, but for the Egyptian it is better if you make it small.  You can make books about it.

M:
We have this small book [gives interviewee a plain language report] that explains to people the nature of our work.  You can read it and be able to tell people more about the site.

I:
Thanks, it is very nice.

DG:
That is written for people that know nothing about archaeology, so it may not be detailed enough for you.

I:
No, that is what people need.  It is a very good idea.  Really, a really good idea.  You can also make visits to Luxor, we have a lot of archaeology in the city and a lot of tourists that like to visit other cities in Egypt.  I can make offer to bring them here.

M:
Also we intend to make some kind of history book about Quseir, starting from the beginning, speaking about the history of the city.  What do you think?

I:
As I told you I have no info about Q-al-Q – I didn’t study it in my university course.  Also I didn’t study anything about the citadel, just a bit about the place here between Qus and Qift.

DG:
Wadi Hamamat?

I:
Exactly.  I study it a bit, but about Qus, sorry, I didn’t study it.

M:
So the book would be important for you?

I:
Of course.  If anyone asks me ‘What do you know about Qus”, then what can I say?  But now I have this book.
M:
So how to make a need for the museum in Qus?

I:
As I told you, you can give people information.  Make tours, talk with the tour leaders here, talk to the mangers of the tour leaders.

M:
Thanks for all this.

DG:
Yes, thanks.

I:
You’re welcome.

