Interview 3.33

Special note:
This is the completion of an interview begun on a tape that has corrupted.  See field notes.
Qus =  Quseir.  Q-al-Q = Quseir al-Qadim.  Möv = Mövenpick.
I:
The Pharaonic age is so important to the Egyptians.  We can also see the interest in it from outside, from foreigners.  They come for this Pharaonic age
 - Egypt is related to all people outside because of the pharaonic time.

DG:
Do you mind Q-al-Q being excavated by archs from outside of Egypt?

I:
No, no.  Even those who made the Suez Canal, the idea was from outside.  But yes, we are making it with our own efforts, our own shoulders, and when you come here you give us ideas, ideas about how to excavate, but we make it ourselves.  You have a lot of Egyptian workers there, not just people from England.  A lot of places in Egypt are excavated by foreigners, not Egyptians, most of them.

DG:
Do you have a problem, though, with the fact that so many famous Egyptian artefacts are in foreign museums?

I:
This is our own property, so you have to return it back.  I know it is a problem, because a lot of people challenge this, refuse to return it back.  So I hope to have them here.

DG:
OK, thank you.

I:
Thanks.

