Interview 32

DG:
Are you interested in the past?

There is a very long conversation here  - Quseir al-Qadim occurs frequently.

I:
 It was for a long time the oldest town here, Quseir al-Qadim. Here in Quseir, in the city, in the harbour, there was a big white building. This was used for the people going to the Hadj, driving or by ship from here. It was a place for washing and something like a sauna [bath house?] if they needed it before. Just to keep them clean.

When they have Quseir al-Qadim as well, this was a place for trading between here and the Nile. It was a centre between here and places. All of the ships came here, beside this area.

This is the oldest city in the Red Sea. It is about 100 years ago, or maybe more than 100. It was used as a harbour, or as trading between east and west. So it is the oldest city.

DG:
Is it important for people in Quseir to know about the history of the city?

I:
They have to know. Everyone must know the history of the city, and what has been here before in Quseir - camels or whatever, trading from Saudi Arabia, they buy in Qena and pass by Quseir. It was a centre for everyone here in the city. It is important and necessary for me, and for everyone, for children to know about the history.

DG:
Do you know anything about the history of Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
It was very old. About 100 years ago, about 1900, my grandfather lived in that area - Quseir al-Qadim. His name was Abdul. This was from 1900 to about 1950. About 50 years just living there. Some people do not like to live in the city, just living in places like you have.

I had a lot of stories, very strange stories, about going fishing. I heard about some noises from inside the mountain. People became afraid, scared about things they were going to do there, fishing or looking for sheep. I just became scared, but now what you have with the Mövenpick and tourists and so on… it is nothing. Before there were a lot of stories about here.

DG:
Where were the voices coming from?

I:
From the mountains.

DG:
Just behind the site?

I:
Yes, the mountains behind the site.

DG:
Is that why people left there?

I:
No, no. People changed because there was a lot of culture here in the city. For example he had to get supplies… my grandfather and grandmother moved here.

DG:
What did people do there?

I:
All the streets around here now are very new, it is a new project here. A lot of people just now, but before there was very few people. They were living there, they had only fishing and sheep. This was all they had. They make dried fish and sell it in Qena. This was a very small city, with people not too much.

DG:
Do you mind the archaeologists excavating up there?

I:
It is right because the excavations are conducted with people here in Egypt. It is illegal not to. I don't mind the archaeology or the excavations because you are working under the authority of the people in Egypt, you are dealing with them, so I don't mind.

DG:
Do you remember the American excavations 20 years ago?

I:
They were here less than 20 years ago - fifteen or maybe less. They excavated about 2 m deep, or maybe more, and they found [Something unintelligible]…

I don't know exactly what happened, but something happened, they just stopped working. It was maybe something to do with the politicians, because they were American and people were working with them, so they said stop working. Something happened but I don't know exactly. They had a lot of pottery.

There was a ship lost in front of the Mövenpick, but we knew about this a long time ago. We knew before people had excavated or before the tourists had come - we knew about the place the ship had been lost. A lot of people come for fun and tourism, just for diving including to see the places.

DG:
Did you know that there was a burial ground near the Mövenpick before it was built?

I:
Very close to the Flamenco, between the Mövenpick and the Flamenco, people working on the site of the Flamenco. On the site where you are working now, people did not feel right about living on top of Quseir al Qadim. So they chose to live just beside it. They were just fishing in the whole area where the Mövenpick is now, fishing there.

DG:
Why did you not feel right?

I:
People had an intuition about the places. They not feel right to sit there, or even people who just passed in the night to fish. They feel something very strong, something that makes you scared of the place.

DG:
Would you like to know more about the work the archaeologists do?

[Long conversation]

I:
I would like to know about the history of the place. I approve because I would like to know the whole history. There is another group working in Berenike, the same area as you are doing. The Pharaohs, Mamluk and Romans belonged to the whole area here. They are just crossing in the middle of the western desert, from there to Berenike - using the whole route.

DG:
Should the museum include everything, including the site in Berenike?

I:
It depends on the distance between here and the other places. You must build the museum for the whole city, it is good, but even if you are going to show all of that - Quseir al-Qadim, modern Quseir, Berenike - it will also be much interesting. More than now.

People go to Berenike every year and excavate there. One lady goes there many times in the year. I have never been contacted there, because it is a long way [???]. But they come every year to excavating that place.

DG:
Thank you.

