Interview 3.8

I:
In Cairo we have the problem of what to do with human remains: when people try to make the road bigger or move it some place…we have something we say in Egypt ‘The life is better than the death’, but the dead have a lot of respect in our religion.  There is someone in the High Council of Muslims in Cairo – this man said you could move the bodies, but that they must be respected, put them again into the land by the Islamic way.  But you can’t put any of them in the museums.  Why?  Because they are not so far like the ancient Egyptians and they are bones only.  The ancient Egyptians were a different religion, and the Kings were turned into Mummies, so this deserved to be watched and made a scientific study of.  But for this [Islamic remains] you must return them back to another place.

DG:
Some people in Britain argue that you should not display any bodies in museums – including Mummies.  Others argue that because the ancient Egyptians were seeking eternal life; by them being in a museum they are living forever in a way.

I:
Maybe there is some other reason.  The Pharaoh who followed Moses people thought was Ramesses II…who do you think it was?

DG:
I honestly don’t know.

I:
I will tell you.  It was not Ramesses but his son, Merneptah [??? – Merneptah followed Ramesses II], not Ramesses the II himself.  He has a big cemetery in the Valley of the Kings in Luxor.  Why do we know it was him?  Because his body was covered in salt, meaning that he had been in salt water.  His bones were broken because he had been washed down the Wadi – he had been brought down by waves.  Merneptah is also the only king who mentions Israel in his tomb.  Number four, and this is very important, in the Koran it tells the story of the king who says that any magicians who believe in Moses will have both their hands cut off and they will be placed in a palm tree [see the Sale edition of the Koran p.309].  This punishment was only found in the time of Merneptah.  Number five: Ramesses the second at the time of Moses was about 67 and had many diseases, so he couldn’t follow Moses [see Sale edition of Koran p.310 for story of Pharaohs chase and his subsequent drowning].  The Mummy looks so old, so he couldn’t follow Moses.  They needed a strong one, and Merneptah died younger.  Maybe one of the reasons that they put the bodies inside the museum is because the Koran says that God told Pharaoh ‘today I will take your body out of the sea to make an example to everyone’, maybe because of that nobody cares, and because they were a different religion. 

DG:
So if we are talking about attitudes towards the moving of cemeteries, would it be different if it were a Coptic cemetery or a Muslim cemetery?

I:
The same.  It would not be different because the material of the Egyptian…on the one hand, I am Egyptian you know.  Something else: what we hear about the problems between Copts and Muslims is something new you know, it has happened only for a few years.  Why? Because some other power outside of Egypt wants to make a problem in this country.  Like Iran for example, and now the United States.  They want to speak about freedom and they don’t know anything about freedom.  I grew up with my neighbours in the same house – they were Christian and I always made festivals with them, eat with them and we went to school together.  I have about twenty friends who are Coptic, but we are Egyptian.  Something else – the body of my father was in a cemetery that had to be moved because of a road.  When we came to take the bodies out, I didn’t know which one was my father’s body, so we moved all of them, we tried to respect all of them and moved all the bones out.

DG:
In Europe the media often portrays the Middle East as a battleground for religions.  Do you think that people like the US and European countries are playing that element up for their own advantage?

I:
Yes.  Egypt is a special system.  Let’s talk about the history of Egypt and how it came about..  In the beginning this country has always had al of the world’s religions.  Moses was here, he grew up here, Jesus, the peace on him, came to here with his mother, and we still have the map of his exit from Egypt.  Egypt was Coptic, and when the Muslims came the Copts and the Muslims came together, like water mixed together.  Most of the Copts became Muslims after.  Why?  Because our religion ordered us to respect the Coptic and respect their church and help them – it says that most of the people near from you are Coptic and the monks of the Coptic.  But maybe you see something different between us and the Jewish people.  [edited]
But Egyptians respect each other.  Egypt itself is like the United Nations – there is no one in Egypt who can say that they are pure Egyptian.  Look at people’s faces, they are completely different.  In Egypt there are Romans, people from the Mediterranean, some from India, and most from Arabic countries.  And we have learned to live together in Quseir.  These problems are new – there are some countries and others who put the news inside.  Two days ago I read in the newspaper that people from outside of Egypt say that there are four thousand ladies suffering from rape, in Egypt, they are Coptic and suffering from rape.   And I never ever hear about this.  In the city of Quseir, for example, look at our social system, trouble never happens here.  It never happens – it has happened some times in Upper Egypt, but this time it is because many people in Upper Egypt have no chance to work and they have no good education, most of them have no education.

DG:
So it is a social problem rather than a religious problem?

I:
Yes.  The government make a big problem, moved all the industry, all the manufacturers, all the investment to the Delta, not this part.  The same international problem: south poor, north rich.  Only now the government has realised this and have started to make more places to work and more schools in Upper Egypt.  Many Upper Egyptians left Upper Egypt for the Delta, which again made a big problem.  There is much less people per one kilometre in Upper Egypt than in the Delta or Cairo, so they start now to make the balance.  They use the minds of these people, they give them money and give them health, and then start to make them attack the Coptic.  The Coptic are a part of us, so how could I accept my own hand cut?  As an example, the United States, the policemen of the world…

What I want to say is that not only the United States want to destroy this country [?], but Iran too.  Why?  Iran wanted to eat the Gulf – even until know they call it the Persian Gulf, not the Arabian Gulf.  They took two Islands from the Emirates; they want to eat the rich areas in petroleum.  Two countries, three Arabic countries could stop them: Syria, Egypt and Algeria.  They [Iran] succeed in Algeria because the Algerians have no loyalty – the French when they were made them two parts.  They made them speak French and so took the roots out.  Syria – they can’t do that there because there is a dictator system.  Egypt: they tried to make this too, but everyone opened their eyes, especially after what happened in Luxor a few years ago.  If there is 1% of people in Egypt who are like these people then they are nobody, because in our religion it says you must never ever kill, in all the religions they order this.  Now there is nobody like that.

DG:
That is what I don’t understand.  I am not an expert, but my understanding of Islam is that it is a fundamentally peaceful religion that teaches people that we must learn to live together, yet it is difficult to reconcile that with the images that we see on TV.

I:
A few weeks ago there was a programme on television in Cairo about scientific miracles in the Koran.  It was crazy!  The Koran speaks about everything you can imagine – it speaks about the super nova, it speaks about the mountains and the hole inside the sea, it speaks about volcanoes, it speaks about how babies grow up inside ladies, how it starts, how the life comes.  I know most of this, but one of these made me crazy, this is in the Iron section of the Koran [Sale edition p. 516].  The Koran says that the iron will come down to the Earth, and the scientists approve.  The iron is not a mineral of the Earth, it has come down from space, from a meteorite, to the centre of the Earth.  This is what the Koran says, and the numbers of this section of this part of the Koran, it is the atomic number of Iron.  This is number one.  The number of the piece that speaks about Iron coming from the sky is the number of the periodic table for iron.  This made me crazy. 

If you look at Islam generally, the social system and the system of how to treat other societies – peace is before everything.  Islam means peace.  So the problems that happened there – I am one of the people who has had an education, so I have to fight this, I have to make dark minds shine.

DG:
What do you think about Islam as it is preached in Afghanistan?

I:
What they did to the Buddha statues was stupid.  You know why?  Islam ordered us to grow up and take scientific steps.  Let me remind you that Islamic society in the past was the first to embrace science.  The Islamic scientists in the past wrote the beginning for every science.  These statues – we have the same here.  We have the pyramids.  This is the inheritance of the grand for us, this is the history.  In Egypt we haven’t these monuments for us, they are international.  Because of that UNESCO saved for us Abu Simbel, because this is the inheritance of generations for humanity.  But what they do?  They destroy these statues.  Nobody prayed to these statues anymore in Afghanistan, so keep it, don’t destroy it.  You destroy part of the history, two thousand years of history.  The Taliban grew up with the aid of the CIA, the Americans against the Russians.  It is like a small worm that you feed and feed until it becomes a problem and will eat you.  Let me remind you to.  You are British, and some of these people who made the problems in Luxor live in your country, and you protect them, give them protection.  Let me remind you that some of you were killed there.  Xxxx xxxx, one of the heads of these snakes, lives there and he is still planning other problems here.

DG:
Is he a member of Egyptian Jihad?

I:
Let me just interrupt you.  You must recognise the difference in Jihad.  All the Arabians generally think that Jihad is a holy war against the Christians and the Jewish.  But Jihad in our religion is two things.  The High Jihad, the first one, is you fighting against yourself to stop evils, stop yourself.  The human self itself is very, very powerful, more than the devil.  If you stop yourself this is a High Jihad.  If you work to bring food for you family this is High Jihad, if you go to work this is High Jihad.  If you have sex with your wife, this is a Jihad because you put your desire in the right place.  If you die during this, you get a reward, you are dying for a principle, so you are high.  Number two, and this is the lesser one, you are fighting against someone – if someone attacks your country, attacks your home, attacks your money, but you must not start war.  Don’t start the war.  I repeat if you look to our wars with Israel, always they start.  The British and the French and Israel in 1956, always they start.  We start only one war, in 1973, to return our land because what is taken by power we will return it by power, because they refuse the solution by peace.  So I have explained the difference to you between different Jihads.

DG:
The situation in Palestine and Israel gets far more coverage in Britain than other conflicts in the world.  Why do you think this is?  Do you think it has anything to do with guilt on the part of European countries for failing to stop the atrocities committed by the Nazi’s during WWII?

I:
I have a question for you – what was the number of Jews before World War II?

DG:
I don’t know.

I:
It was 7 million.  [edited]
Israeli media and Israeli press is very strong, in the United States and in Europe.  They are so clever in blackmail – even they blackmail Germany until now.  [edited]  I know and I believe that Hitler hated the Jewish people.  But let me tell you, if I feel the unjust, or unfair, then I will never ever do this.  So, what is the difference between what they do there [Palestine] and their suffering from there before.  The question is, Muslims are not against Jews and Jewish people.  One of the conditions of becoming a real Muslim is to believe in Jesus and Moses and to believe in Christianity and the Jewish religion, but the real religion.  I am looking for the real holy book and the real bible, but I’m not believing that they wanted to make a big empire from the River Forat [???] to the Nile.  If you remember, they live in Gito [???], a small part inside the wall.  Israel is always afraid and they use the fear inside them to come apart and build parts inside them.  They live by this.  [edited]
Just a small thing – read the history of Israel, because I have studied it.  I want to know these people, who they are.  They said about the Muslims ‘You are against our grandsons’.  Let me ask a question.  The Arabic people are the sons and the grandsons of Ismail, and the Israeli people are the grandsons of Isaac.  One father for the two of them: Abraham.  So, we are from the same blood – how am I against you if I am your cousin, you know what I mean?  [edited]…The land of Palestine is Arabic land.  Where is the temple of Solomon?  It is not in Jerusalem, it is out.  They tried many times to find it under the Mosque there, but never ever they found it because it is not there.

DG:
Do you worry about the state of the peace process with the recent election of Ariel Sharon?  Can things improve, or will they only get worse?

I:
Of course, I am sure of this.  Let me tell you something.  Benjamin Netinyahu come, and he made very bad things.  When Netinyahu went and Barrak come, I noticed the people here – the Egyptians, nobody likes war, everybody wants peace.  The people here I saw them and I smile and say ‘bad one gone, bad one come’.

DG:
But what if Isaak Rabin had not been shot?  Could things have been different then?

I:
This man was a general and he killed many, many, many.  His hands are covered by blood.  The old man [Rabin] in the end wakes up, wakes up and opens his mind and he becomes sure: Israel cannot live among all these Arabic countries – 4 million people between 200 or 300 million people.  And they have to live in peace, so they have to give to take.  They give words and they want everything, because of that he [Rabin] is different for the ideology, and so they killed him.  Look at the high ministers, most of them are generals.  Ariel Sharon is a killer, a butcher, remember what he has done.  Remember that he killed Egyptian prisoners in the war…how can you kill prisoners of war?  There are agreements from Geneva and others -  we never do that.  How could I trust someone whose hand is covered by blood.  Not only him, Barrak as well.  If they want peace, they have to give, they have to stop the river blood they do there.  Look at the small child, Mohammed Abd Durah [the child shot by Israeli soldiers during the 2000-2001 intifada] and now they are trying to say that he is killed by Palestinian bullets.  How dare you?  How dare you?  With Sharon we are moving faster to war, and during this the mosques there will be destroyed.  They will destroy them, and if they do that this will be the end of them because not only the Arabic countries but the Pakistanis and the Muslim countries – all of them will attack them.

DG:
But that will only lead to a huge, horrific war that no one can win.

I:
I will tell you something so funny.  I don’t like in the beginning politics, because politics has to be double faced.  But as a human with an education I have to understand what goes on around me.  The US tries to make all the Arabic countries afraid.  So all the Arabic countries have to buy weapons form America, and then there is no development in all these Arabic countries because most of the income has to go to buy weapons.  Egypt for example gets good weapons, so Israel gets more technology.  So Egypt has to get more.  Israel has Atomic bombs, and they wanted to make Egypt sign the agreement not to get Atomic weapons.  How dare you?  You ask us to sign – ask them to sign in the beginning.

DG:
But that is like the situation in Pakistan and India – the Western countries with nuclear weapons are asking them not to develop or test weapons…

I:
I want to ask a question.  I have a gun and you have a knife.  Who has killed the other?  Me or you?

DG:
You.

I:
Of course.  You have to look to get a gun to protect yourself.

DG:
Or run away…

I:
I will not run away, I will not leave my land and run away.  I will bring a gun, so that you have a gun and I have a gun so we have an equal chance.  So if you want peace you must try to make the balance good, not make the other side better than this.  The US puts always Israel for what they want.  Like they make Iraq and Saddam Hussein.  They always could make him away at the beginning, but they keep him to make all the Arabic countries of the gulf afraid.  So they have positions in the Gulf, they blackmail gulf countries.  In the past they put in the fields a dummy to make the crows go away.  This is Saddam Hussein.  Who is paying now?  It is not Saddam Hussein.  Saddam Hussein lives as an emperor, the children of Iraq.

DG:
But in fairness, the media, especially the BBC in Britain, have recently had four documentaries on the sanctions in Iraq, showing that the sanctions that have been imposed upon Iraq are not affecting Hussein but are affecting the children of Iraq.

[Interview interrupted by interviewees mobile phone]

M:
You have to be a little careful when discussing these kinds of things.

DG:
The majority of people in Quseir are Sunni?

I:
 In the beginning, all Muslims believe in God, one God, and Mohammed is the messenger.  But the differences – the Shiite’s have difference amongst themselves.  Most of them think that Gabriel when he came as the holy sender of God to give Islam, he wanted to go to Ali, the cousin of Mohammed, but he made a mistake and went to Mohammed.  What a mistake for the holy sender to make!  They make Ali and Fatima, the daughter, of Mohammed and his sons so holy – in our religion, all of them are humans.  There are differences in praying and in the Koran as well – they have some speeches by the Shiekhs that are a little bit different, some of them, most of them, believe that there is a missing Imam who will come.  Some of them think he is inside a cave in Baghdad, and some of them make one person wait every day with a donkey in case he comes out.  This is kind of the old religion of the regions mixed with Islam, this is what I think, especially because most of them are in Iran.  Iran believes that they were very strong in this time and it is not easy to cut this link for its sons.

We in Quseir are Sunnah – we believe in God, Mohammed is the sender and he is a man like me and you.  We believe that you have to pray, that you have to be good – they are a little bit powerful.  We spoke about it before – the holy war.  This is a little different.  Also, when I go to pray, I put my hands like so [gestures with his hands], the Shitte make it like so [gestures with hands].  They put a small piece from the ground, a small piece of clay on the floor and they put the front of their head in it.  They think it contains the blood of Hussain – but I have seen millions of these!

DG:
So it is like Catholics drinking the blood of Christ?

I:
Yes, like the differences between Catholics and Protestants.  Something else, they have strange festivals every year – like in Kabbla [???] in Iraq.  They cut themselves and make themselves suffer to show that they are sorry for the suffering of Hussain…but what are they crying for?  It has happened for all these years.   Everyone, Shitte and Sunnah, say we aren’t right, but you are from outside so you could know the difference yourself.

DG:
We have the same with Catholics and Protestants.

I:
Yes, especially in Ireland, I have seen the things that happen there – I like to know the news.  I think about it.  Egypt was a Shitte, but when Saladin and the Ottomanics were here they made it Sunnah again.  But we still have some things from their festivals – some sweets on birthdays, some habits that they do.  But people forget where these habits come from.  Like we still have some habits from the time of the Pharaohs.  But there are a lot of differences between Sunnah and Shitte – more than forty.

DG:
Changing the subject a bit, you mentioned the other day that you had been looking at books written in the 14th and 15th century that mention Quseir.  Who were they written by?

I:
I got some books that spoke about the ports of the Mamluk and Turkish time  - of course Quseir was one of them.  I don’t read the entire book, I am only interested in the bits that talk about Quseir.  I have some books about ancient Egypt that speak about the city here.  I have the books that speak about the city at the time that the French were here, and of course I found things about the citadel.

For example, the French book that describes Egypt is written by scientists of Napoleon Boneparte.  It is 21 big books and forty big drawings.  The others are from travellers who cross the city on their way to the Yemen and Saudi Arabia.  They describe the city.  And there is someone called Hammam – he was a man here who died who wrote a book about the history of the city.  I have to be honest, I haven’t added something from my mind, just the truth.  

You know the road between here and the Nile Valley?  On this road there is a stone [quarry???].  One of the Pharaohs, the father of Ramesses had a dream that he would find the cover of his cabout [?] in this area. He sent a group to find it, and they looked and looked and almost died.  They found a gazelle, they were tired so they tried to catch it; the gazelle moved and moved and moved until they found a small opening where the King saw it.  Ramesses always said that in this place groups could get gold.  In this area there are Ababde,

DG:
Bedouins?
I:
No, they are not Bedouins, they are different.  They are kind of from the Swahili people.  These people here, the ancient Egyptians called them the guards of gold.

DG:
Because they lived in the desert?

I:
Yes, and because they guard the areas of gold.  If you go inside the mountains here there are many places containing the paintings from the Pharaonic time.  Ancient Egyptians made a map of all of this area.

DG:
Like at Wadi Hammamat?

I:
Yes, but also here.  They called this land Munt land [???] or Min land [?] – [Min the god of sex,  Munt the god of war] because all of this area had gold and gemstones.  

[Munt was the local deity of the area south of Thebes.  See James 1979:151]

The road was also used for a long time as a commercial road, this is the stories, with gold mining there.  This you have to write about if you write about the city here.  Because Quseir means ‘short way’, so it is connected to this story.

DG:
Do you know any old stories about Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
Not so much, but I hear from the old people.  Maybe Mohammed knows more than me because he has lived in the old city here for all his life and he has good connections with the fishermen.  I get the subject for my book from this, I need to listen to him.

The Quseir outside, I know, in front of the Mövenpick, I know.  I mean that you are one of the sons of the city, maybe you know from the fishermen or the old people more than me.  All I know is from some books.  When Haptshepsut made her trips to here, they made three places to get water, good water for drinking.  These three wells were already found there and I hear once from one old man that there is one still, but the other two the sand has covered.  This the only story that I hear.

The position of the Mövenpick, especially for the divers [the SubEx???] – there is many monuments underneath it.  When they build it they find it.  I am going to destroy the Mövenpick.

DG:
But then were would you get your business from?

I:
I know, I know.  Let me ask you, what would you choose.  The Mövenpick, or the monuments that would allow us to make something nice in the city here?

DG:
Your asking the wrong person…I’m an archaeologist, so I would always choose the monuments.

I:
Me too, I have the same opinion.  We have to take this part away, and when we have got we want they can build it again.  The value of this cannot be measured in money.  How much this area of land cost, 100 million?  Maybe more tourists would come to Mövenpick to watch this [the excavation and preservation of the monuments]

[Interruption in interview whilst we look at a picture in a newspaper someone in the café is reading of a Mummy seemingly levitating above a table]…this Mummy is 2500 years old.  Every day for eight hours it is higher than the table, then comes down for sixteen hours.

M:
What do you think of this Darren?

I:
I don’t know what to think!

M:
It is strange don’t you think?

D:
Amazing…

I:
It is strange, what do we know about ancient Egypt?  20 %.  The rest, what do you think?  The result of my history reading tells me that everything is gone.  Only the God remains.  At the end, everything is gone.  Once they were the emperors of the world.  Now we find their bodies, their steps.  Maybe another generation will come to play with our bodies also.

M:
You told us before that you have found some information about Q-al-Q from books.  Are you able to bring us copies to look at?

I:
Yes of course, of course.

M:
What are they called?

I:
One of them speaks about Egyptian harbours in the Mamluk time, the other about harbours in the Turkish time.  Some books speak about the trip of Haptshepsut.  I have another old book that speaks about the history of Egypt, by Dr Said Karheim, it is one of the most wonderful books.  If you read about the Arabian war, Ibrahim Pasha come from here.  If you read about the old commercial roads, and there is some from certain travellers who write about the city.  I read one by a Portuguese man called  [unintelligible].  He went to India and came back.  I also remember that by chance I was reading a book that speaks about the old city and the people here, it was mostly Aizab in the south, an important port but now what happened at Q-al-Q happened there – the sand covered it.  I read about how they moved the city from there to here to be under the protection of the castle.  Most of the castle itself was built in the Mamluk time, or the beginning of the Turkish time.  Even the design itself is Turkish.

Something else: the area leaders.  If you ask the old people, I know so much because I grew up here and went to school here and I like always to listen to legends what they say.  Part of legends are true.

DG:
That is something that I am very interested, looking at legends and folklore to see what they tell us about the past.

I:
If you look at the legends of Egypt and the legends of places like the Pacific Isllands or Assyria, Phoenecian, there is always part together, the same.  Animals with wings – horse, tigers, lions, the same imagination.  The question here is how did they make these legends?  Maybe they use some kind of drugs, but the same human mind is one.  Here they used the lotus, maybe there they used opium, but it is the same. 

DG:
That is very interesting…[explains the basics of the Neuro-psychological in current archaeological thinking]

I:
That is what I told you!  The human mind is the same.  But I don’t read it, I think about this and why they are the same way.  Some thing else: ancient Egyptians went to Australia and New Zealand.  Maybe you know that Ra, the ancient high god of Australia is the same, and the Maori of New Zealand are the grandfather of the ancient Egyptian.  You can see this is in the papyrus – it speaks about a voyage in this direction and the leader of the ships was a Maori.  He left on the day that the sun covered, like that say in their legends.  Look for the pyramids of the Aztec and the Maya.  The alphabet of the Maya is the same as the Egyptian.  Thor Hilde proved it by crossing the ocean on a papyrus boat.  Let me ask.  These people were clever, yes, but they were the second.  They speak of a Pharaoh and where the suns sets, in the east, they speak about this.  Monks write about how a Pharaoh sent a boat with monks and scientists and an army to learn these people scientifics.  So, Indians [put feathers in their heads – look, this is the feather of Maat, the god of [??? – can’t make out what interviewee is saying.  Maat is a goddess of truth, right and orderly conduct and is represented with an ostrich feather in her head, James 1979:151].  I hear that they found in Mississippi part of some religious writing somewhere, I read it. 

DG:
There is quite a lot of debate about whether it is hieroglyphs or not.

I:
What I mean is that the people in the past used to move, have adventures and want to know the unknown. 

M:
Really Darren I think after this long discussion that I haven’t interfered with until know you are looking at a man fond of the Pharaonic life.  So how do we make people like fond of our project, the citizens of Quseir, the people who visit Quseir?  How can we attract people to our project?

DG:
Attract people to the Roman and Islamic past of Egypt?
I:
I think it is easy.  First, I have to care about the large base.  Most of the people in the society here, or a large percent of them, they can’t read.  So I care to learn the child in the school the history of their city and make them proud.  Tell them how to keep and reserve this.  If I learn and make the child in the school interested in this then they will care, and they will go to homes and be interested to tell their father ‘You know what I heard about the history of the city?’ so they will make the Father interested to.  

Something else: you, for example, as an intelligent man with an education, you carry a responsibility. You have to work with some of the people who have an education here, talk about how this is an important city, so that they can explain it to the other people.  Because you know some of the people who could explain for them, I know some people who can explain for them.   

Something else: he is a husband and has a child, a family.  He could explain for his family, to tell his wife as an example about the life here so maybe she not make something to destroy the natural.  All the people, not me only, have to write a book to explain about the city in all the languages.  We could give it free, not a big book, to all the tourists who come to the city.  We have to make contact with journalists, they will explain and put Quseir on the map, not hiding the city.  

How we can look and speak with the senators of the city to speak to and try to get government to be careful of this city.  Senators have a big role at the moment to make a big improvement in the city, you know to explain to the government about the city here.  But we have to start by ourselves.  Everyone could do something to improve it.

M:
You said earlier that ‘Mohammed must know a lot because has always lived here and listened to the stories about Quseir’.  Know you are saying that we have to start by ourselves.  How will you start as a beginner to know information about Quseir?  What do you really need to start to know about Quseir?  When a tourist comes to you and says ‘tell me a story about Quseir al-Qadim’, you say ‘I haven’t lived here for a while’.  So we need a unity of story to be safe –I know it, you know it.  So that when Darren comes to ask us we can tell him.  So from where do we start, where will we get this story?

I:
I will tell you.  Let us start where the history starts.  The history of the city starts from Haptshepsut.  As an example, we are all sitting here now as a group.  As I said, we have to start by ourselves.  Everyone could do something to improve things here.  We choose one of us to become our writer.  He can collect this information and make it in a simple way to the people so that they can understand it.  And a scientific people like you, Darren, can write in a scientific way for the scientific people.  We can try to collect all the stories and then we come as a filter, to discuss things in our group.  We have to make a group.  We can have a meeting every week, everyone will look at different and when we come together everyone has news to tell and we can discuss it together.  In the end, we make the diamond shine.

M:
So we start by collecting all the information we can get?

I:
Yes.

M:
I think we have to complete this discussion another time, as we have to get back.

DG:
OK, thank you.

I:
Maybe if you like to come another day we can talk some more.

DG:
That would be great.

