Interview 35

Special note: loud traffic makes this interview extremely difficult to hear.

DG:
Are you interested in history and learning about the past?

I:
I hear that a long time ago there was people living in Quseir al-Qadim. I heard about the ship that was lost.  There was another boat from Saudi Arabia, it was just at the site at the Mövenpick that it was lost. On it was phosphate (???).

DG:
How long ago was the boat lost?

I:
About 1950.

DG:
Do you think it is important for the people of Quseir to know about their history?

I:
For sure, it is very important to know about the history. 

DG:
Have you ever heard any stories about Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
It was a centre between the Nile delta and Saudi Arabia. Just people going to Saudi Arabia, or coming from Saudi Arabia and going to the Nile. They just crossed from side to side. This is also a mining area, so it was used for mining especially. No people living here, for all of them lived there.
DG:
Did you fish there?

I:
All the fishing has been from the site by the Mövenpick.

DG:
When you were fishing did you ever pull anything up in your net?

I:
We hear a lot about it, But we were just fishing. We never mined anything from the sea.

DG:
When you fished around there did you ever stay at the site, or would you come back to Quseir?

I:
When we were fishing we stayed overnight there. But there was no sleeping, it was all working, fishing or night work.

DG:
Did you ever hear any stories about the site when you were fishing?

I:
You know the place where the Mövenpick ends [Diaa says he is talking about the bit near the SubEx]? Just down, the whole time we are fishing there. There are two things that happened. First we saw a big man, a very tall man and black, very black. Just standing there. The second thing was we heard a voice from the cockerel.

DG:
Did you enjoy fishing there?

I:
We had to do it, we had to work and we had to live – but [something unintelligible].

DG:
Do you remember the American excavations?

I:
I remember the American excavations, but they did not put up anything that they had found at the site.

I saw a lot of pottery from the boat that was lost at the site.

DG:
Did you go there to use the beach as well as to fish?

I:
No, just fishing because there were few, little [unintelligible]. There was no money between Saudi Arabia and here, so boats came with garlic or vegetables from here, sheep from Saudi Arabia… but there was no money, only trade.

DG:
How long ago did people trade like that here?

I:
About 70 years ago. It stopped around 1950.

DG:
Do you know of any other sites in the area like Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
[unintelligible answer – short answer].

I've done a lot of mining, phosphate mining, in the whole area.

DG:
Did you like working in the desert?

I:
I was working with Italians for a long time. We worked a lot between Wadi Nakheil and Quseir drilling holes in the mountains and taking the phosphate from there to here. This was a big task then, not like now.

DG:
Have you ever heard any stories about the citadel?

I:
We hear there are a lot of things about it, but we have never been told. I heard that Napoleon was in Quseir.

DG:
Do the archaeologists make enough effort to tell you about what they are doing?

I:
We would like to know about the story from beginning to end, everything.

DG:
Would you like to know more about the work that they do?

I:
Yes. We are happy about what you’re doing and what you are doing now.

DG:
Would you like to see a museum?

I:
Yes, we would like that very much.

DG:
At Quseir, or Quseir al-Qadim?

I:
We would like it here in Quseir. We are not allowed near the Mövenpick. Not allowed near the Mövenpick anymore. So we would like it here. We mind where it is.

DG:
What sort of things would like to see in it?

I:
[unintelligible].

DG:
[unintelligible]

DG:
Do you worry that as more hotels get built you will not to be allowed to fish anywhere?

I:
Good places for fishing have been taken for tourists. From here to Marsa Alam it is a lot of places, a lot of villages.

DG:
Do you mind seeing tourists?

I:
Tourists are good for here. If we can fish as normal, then it will be good.

DG:
What role will the past play in the future of Quseir
I:
It will be good for Quseir as well. It can give people places to work, so it will make a new market for people here. [unintelligible - something about fishermen]

DG:
Would you like to see old stories about the site there, as well as archaeologists interpretations?

I:
Everything, phosphate, fishing, everything. All stories about Quseir as well. Not just the site. Young people who are growing up now can see what has been before.

DG:
Do you know about the school trips to the site?

I:
We know, children have told us about the trip.

DG:
Did the children like it?

I:
[Unintelligible – too much traffic]

DG:
Thank you.

