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What kind of crime, deviance and abuse occurs among elite students, how is it dealt with, and how should it be treated? These are the key questions posed in this book, arranged over eight chapters. Chapter 1 sets parameters on the activity and units of interest in the inquiry. Chapters 2 and 3 look at cases from the USA and, in a welcome departure, the Netherlands, and the UK, with some reference to Belgium and Australia also. Chapters 4-7, meanwhile, aim to draw out common behaviours from such examples. The final chapter pulls these elements together, presenting concluding observations and recommendations to correct, what Punch sees, as currently deficient arrangements. 
To guide the reader to that end point, a narrative approach is adopted throughout. This results in the inclusion of some historical, political, and geographical background material in addition to the core crime theory, examples, and explanations. Elements of this render the book accessible and therefore of possible interest to a wider audience than just those concerned with crime. They provide a percipient quality to the examination in the author’s experienced hands. Yet, in looking to cover so much, by degrees the narrative approach, without relying on any formal interviewing or archival research, may lend itself to a charge of methodological looseness. Though this is no different from a similar US work (Sloan and Fisher, 2012). This book’s intention of dealing with student perpetrators not staff ones, for instance, gives way to inclusion of extended material on the Nassar abuse case in the USA that involved a staff member and impacted many university youths, but also non-university youths. Use is also made of the Wolfpack rape case from Spain, one not visibly about universities. Similarly, two key and frequently called upon concepts within the book, ‘excess’ and ‘elite’ are used in a myriad of ways that do not lend themselves to easy analysis or replication by other researchers. Excess here covers drugs, sexual abuse, injury, and a list of other assumed but not necessarily documented activities (Chapter 2). Elites, meanwhile, are explained in terms of seven different meanings and stretched to include polytechnic institutions. 
Quite rightly, the book looks to engage in analysis of legislation and politics (Chapter 5), with Punch setting out the key roles each has in raising and addressing the abuse, property damage, public order and deaths explored. However, while the development of law and its current scope is covered well for the USA, there was arguably room for similar treatment of equivalent arrangements in the other countries at issue. Similarly, reflecting the dominant US focus across the chapters, the Obama administration comes in for praise on its efforts to improve the US university environment as much as the Trump administration is criticised. Actions and failings by governments in the UK, the Netherlands, and other jurisdictions, or universities would have benefitted from equal space, consideration, and in the case of sexual assault centres to assist victims, critique. Separately, throughout, reference is made to culture, what is certainly an ever-present, almost bullying, aspect in the cases of the deviance discussed. The author does assist the reader in understanding this idea by pointing to writings like Bourdieu. However, clear definition and direct engagement with culture would have aided further. The issue of cultural sameness and difference is also stretched somewhat where English universities are largely used to represent the UK, a Flanders-Dutch proximity is used to justify inclusion of a Belgian case while various social systems (India and South Africa) are summarily dealt with in single paragraphs (chapter 5). 
Some further, smaller items may impair the impact of this useful book for some readers. It draws on particular case details and summary observations across more than one chapter (chapters 3, 4, 6, and 7). Additionally, frequent descriptions of the deviance recounted in terms like ‘vile’, ‘oafish’ and ‘rumbustious’ and the labelling of student societies as ‘mendacious’ suggest an evident personal concern with the events that might pare the line between objective inquiry and reproval. Similarly, useful and influential texts are flagged to construct the overall argument about the environment in which the university deviance occurs, why it happens, and how it is responded to (e.g. Becker, Downes and Rock, Katz, Phipps, Scully and Marolla, and Reiman). Yet, non-academic sources dominate and there is a particular reliance on journalistic and movie sources among these. In places (e.g. Chapter 7), extended use is made of such materials and, while this makes the work intelligible to a diverse readership, their idiographic character risks overshadowing the exercise at hand and the macro patterns that could otherwise incrementally persuade the reader. Aligned with this, the decision to avoid naming some suspects (e.g. Chapters 3, 7, and 8) associated with cases is difficult to comprehend when they are named in news and court documents cited or contained in books about victims of sexual abuse upon which Punch himself draws (e.g. the Anita Hill case). Less problematically, some book titles merited fuller referencing and correction, such as where Lombardo, rather than Zimbardo, is identified as the author behind the Stanford prison experiment.
Nonetheless, these items should not detract from important messages the book highlights, ones to be taken forward in future studies of this topic. Chief among these are the absence of data on campus sexual abuse generally, scope for examining LGBT and male sexual abuse victims, the function of social media in student deviance and abuse, and the growth and attendant problems in off-campus halls of residence (chapter 4). Adroitly, the book also points up individual matters that spotlight worrying legacy issues, ones that have, in turn, fomented current systemic dilemmas within educational institutions. These issues relate to the unequal treatment of Black victims and perpetrators, repeated police investigative failings, resistant agents (students, societies, and university heads) and reluctant oversight. These cut across institutions and systems in each of the jurisdictions given attention here. Moreover, they are not just confined to the higher educational sector. They are found in healthcare, social and child protection, and criminal justice systems. Given Punch’s insightful prior treatment of policing subject matter, more might have been done to bring out the macro connections or commonalities here. They are given only brief showing in chapters 5 and 6 (e.g. abuse in schools, prisons and the military). Doing this in a later chapter and connecting these to recent scandals/ inquiries that have upended gymnastics, football, scouting, the church, and indigenous residential schools (in the UK, Ireland, Chile, and Canada respectively) might have assisted readers identify with the sociological and criminological ambitions the book adopts for itself (Chapter 6). It might also have assisted readers to depart from the book with a clearer overview of the key findings, implications and further research avenues. 
In that regard, the conclusion (chapter 8), is part discussion on the changes within and demerits of universities, and part policy recommendations aimed at these same entities. The stance taken reflects a critical criminological approach, one intended to highlight and question with a view to improving the domain. Yet, intentionally or not, Punch conveys a vexed standpoint at the goings on recounted in the earlier chapters. Consequently, his position is to exhort universities to introduce ‘crystal clear’ guidelines for students on behaviour and what will happen when excess activities result in abuse and crime. In doing so, the work culminates as an attempt to fight status quo values and behaviour with logic, a strategy whose impact is often questioned (Schneider, 2022). The chapter also comes across as supportive of the self-regulatory model already in place for universities. Given the crimes already experienced and recounted here, it is hard to discern how a continuation of more of the same would necessarily improve the behaviours Punch described in such detail. 
Overall, this book offers a wider-ranging narrative on deviance in university student life, covering the role of such institutions, the costs/gains for students looking to engage in the social life there, and how accountability systems perform when students experience crime and deviance at the hands of peers. The individual chapters raise several questions (Chapter 2, 4, and 8) and the reader will decide whether these are answered in full. Even if not, this book reminds readers that incidents on campus cause real harm and beg questions of universities as publicly funded entities that advantage some in society, and some who are already privileged. It strongly argues that the abuse and crime among university students is a theme that is far from exhausted, there are few measures in hand by which to address such conduct, and that it should be a wider societal concern than it is. Punch also shows us that, in the few responses that have emerged, universities have some way to go if they are to become model students themselves. 
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