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To the Editor:
 
We would like to acknowledge the International Wound Dressing
Technology Expert Panel on their discussion about the history and
future of wound treatment dressing construction, development and
possible testing methods and how this might be related to clinical
performance.[1] Dressings are important to wound care, both as cover
for the treatment of open wounds so that they may heal efficiently,
and as skin barriers for prevention by reducing pressure and friction
that lead to pressure injury. It is clear that not all dressings are equal
in terms of both their engineering design and clinical efficacy.[2] As a
result, patient treatment may not always be optimal. Establishing and
using a framework of engineering standards surrounding wound
treatment dressings without the bias from a single commercial
funding source, unlike the article published by this expert panel, may
help to support clinicians and hospital administrators to select the
most appropriate wound dressing according to patient needs.
 
To establish such important initiatives, it is critical to involve as many
stakeholders as possible to ensure that all interests are represented.
The European Pressure Ulcer Advisory Panel (EPUAP) and the
National Pressure Injury Advisory Panel (NPIAP) already have an
established standards initiative that is focused exclusively on
prophylactic dressings (i.e., dressings for which manufacturers claim
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