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We present analysis from planar time-resolved particle image velocimetry (PIV) fields in
the stream-wise surface-normal plane of turbulent flow surrounding NACA 0012 and NACA
65-410 airfoils at Re. ~ 7 x 10* focusing on static stall phenomena at intermediate to high
angles of attack «. Dominant flow frequencies, identified from the lift spectra obtained from a
load cell mounted to the foils, highlight the presence of bluff-body shedding (/) = f ULN sin
of O(10~") where f is the frequency, c the airfoil chord, and U, the freestream velocity) for
all cases and prominent low frequencies (f;; of O( 1072)) for cases in transient stall (TS). A
data-driven modelling framework via the proper orthogonal decomposition (POD) reveals
the low-frequencies are associated to flow separation and reattachment driven by underlying
expansion and contraction normal to the suction surface. Further, the ability to predict the
low-order features from (pseudo) pressure probes at the leading, mid-chord, and trailing edges
for both TS and deep stall (DS) cases is quantified using linear stochastic estimation (LSE).
The framework pinpoints the centroid of the region of reverse flow with error on the order
of 5 and 20% for DS and TS regimes, respectively. Notably, it is found that LSE coefficients
governing the low-order POD correlations do not strongly depend on the airfoil geometry.
This is demonstrated by the comparative performance of training the LSE using the probes
of the NACA 0012 cases to predict the NACA 65-410 velocity fields and vice-versa. This work
demonstrates the insight afforded by the POD on the low-order features of turbulent stalled
airfoils as well as the similarity of such features across geometries towards predicting flow

features for potentially any airfoil geometry without the need to re-train an LSE library.

Nomenclature
A = Attached
DAQ = Data Acquisition Device
DS = Deep Stall

LE = Leading Edge
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St* = Strouhal frequency

St = Minimum Strouhal frequency

t = Time [s]

T = Eddy turnover time scale [s]

T* = Normalized model time scale

u; = Instantaneous velocity vector field [m/s]
i; = Model instantaneous velocity vector field [m/s]
u; = Fluctuating velocity vector field [m/s]

U; = Mean velocity vector field [m/s]

Us = Free-stream velocity [m/s]

Vij = Probe-mode cross-correlation matrix

Wi; = Probe correlation matrix

o’ = Angle of attack

Ax =PIV grid spacing [mm]

A = Sparsity parameter

v = Kinematic viscosity [m?/s]

Ok = Spatial POD mode

Uk = Temporal POD mode

el = Density [kg/m’]

p(ag) = Correlation of estimated POD coefficients
Pk ko = Normalized mode-to-mode cross correlation
Ok = Singular value (POD)

éx = Model phase lag

w; = Vorticity [1/s]

I. Introduction
Upon encountering an adverse pressure gradient the incoming boundary layer on the suction surface of an airfoil is
unable to remain attached to the surface and separates. An inflection occurs in the local stream-wise surface-normal
velocity profile and a region of reverse flow (fluid with a velocity component opposite to the free stream) develops
[} 12]]. The precise conditions for when this occurs depends on a number of factors including airfoil geometry, Reynolds
number Re. = Uy c/v (with U, the free stream velocity, ¢ the airfoil chord length, and v the fluid kinematic viscosity),

and external conditions. Generally, at low angles of attack « the separation is contained to a small laminar bubble near



the leading edge. As the angle of attack increases the bubble elongates, a phenomenon known as thin-airfoil (TA)
stall [3}4]]. If the adverse pressure gradient is sufficiently strong a massive separation is observed characterised by the
development of an incipient free shear layer [4-7]. Such a separation is known as leading edge (LE) stall or deep stall.
Alternatively, separation may instead arise at the trailing edge of the airfoil progressing in the upstream direction, known
as trailing edge (TE) stall [8].

The dynamics, and onset, of stalled airfoils has been for a century the subject of extensive research due to the abrupt
changes that occur aerodynamically [1 19, [10]. These changes include unwanted variations in hydrodynamic forces
[11] and the generation of excess far-field noise [[12,[13]. The onset of, or transition into, separation in the context of
turbulent flow is a complex non-linear process [14] that is sensitive to the airfoil geometry [15H17]], external conditions
[18L[19]], surface properties [20,21], and non-trivially impacted by hysteresis [22} 23]

The onset and mechanism of static stall is influenced by the geometry of the airfoil, the Reynolds number, and
external conditions. For example, TE stall is more typically encountered by cambered profiles [3}24], but also occurs for
symmetric ones [25]]. Brunner et al. [23] demonstrated a change from TE stall to LE stall for a symmetric NACA 0021
airfoil as the Reynolds number increased beyond Re. = 2 x 10°. Zaman et al. [26] experimentally demonstrated TE
stall for both a symmetric NACA 0012 and a cambered LRN(1)-1007 at Re. of 0(105). At the onset of static stall, the
spectral signatures for both airfoils were found to be similar. However, for a cambered Wortmann FX 63-137, the stall
onset was abruptly LE with spectral characteristics that differed substantially from the other airfoils. The influence of
the airfoil geometry is clearly not trivial. This is further complicated by external influences, for example Swalwell et al.
[27] showed for a NACA 0021 that free stream turbulence influences stall behaviour, with LE stall at low turbulence
intensity and TE stall when turbulence intensity was increased to 7%.

Stalled airfoils exhibit characteristic frequency phenomena that persist despite the chaotic presence of turbulence
at moderate to high Reynolds numbers [28]. These frequencies depend on the angle of attack. At angles near
peak lift, where the airfoil transitions into a stalled state, energetic low-frequency phenomena are observed [26] at a
non-dimensional frequency f = f 7 sina (where f is the frequency in Hz and « the angle of attack) of O( 1072) .
This frequency is known to be associated with non-linear separation and reattachment and has been observed numerically
[29,130], experimentally [26], and has been predicted via linear instability analysis [14]. Beyond the critical stall angle a
dominant frequency at £* of O(10~") emerges related to flapping shear layers at the leading and trailing edges [31} [32].
Likeness to observations of the flow over inclined flat plates [33] and 2D cylinders [34]] confirms this frequency is the
signature of bluff body vortex shedding phenomena [335].

The presence of dominant frequencies in the flow motivates the application of data-driven methods such as the
proper orthogonal decomposition [POD; 36} 137 to educe low-order coherent flow structures [38]]. It is of great interest
to detect such coherent flow structures in real time for flow control applications aimed at stall manipulation for drag

reduction [39-41]] or reducing noise [42]]. To this end, the POD basis can further be leveraged to predict the state of the



flow using sparse estimation techniques [see 43|, and references therein]. For example, the vorticity field of a laminar
2D cylinder in cross flow can be predicted exceeding 90% accuracy with only seven flow probes [44]. In comparison
the flow of a turbulent stalled airfoil, as in the present study, is significantly more challenging to estimate with limited
probes [45]]. In fact, turbulent flows in general are exceedingly difficult to estimate from limited sensors [46]]. This
difficulty is further increased when the probes are restricted to surfaces i.e. in real-world applications that usually cannot
take information at arbitrary points in the domain.

Despite the inherent difficulty, several studies utilizing linear stochastic estimation [LSE 47] have demonstrated
success in predicting the flow state from limited pressure sensors e.g. in turbulent cavity flows [48] 49]. An extension of
LSE to predict POD coefficients, termed LSE-POD [50], has been shown as more robust than LSE alone particularly for
reduced order reconstruction [40, 51} 152]. The flexibility of LSE-POD allows to compare low-order dynamics across
stalled airfoils with different geometries or angles of attack; lending valuable insight. The manner in which dominant
frequencies manifest in low-order features and the resulting consequences on stall state estimation remains an open area
of research.

The focus of the present study is that of turbulent stalled airfoils at moderate Reynolds number. Motivated by the

complex features of such a flow, the objectives of the current study are two fold:

1) Identify and model the time-varying flow features underlying the turbulence of symmetric and cambered airfoils
in transient and deep stall.
2) Explore the low-order dynamics using a data-driven approach towards feasibility of stall estimation from limited

pressure probes.

To this end experimental data has been collected using time-resolved particle image velocimetry (PIV) in a water
flume facility for symmetric and cambered airfoils at various angles of attack. In addition, planar pressure reconstructions
are utilised to generate pseudo-pressure probes on the suction surface. The experimental data collection and reduction is
presented in section[[} A reduced-order analysis of the data is presented in section [} Data-driven flow sensing from

pressure probes is then explored in section with discussion and conclusions drawn in section [V]

I1. Experimental Data Sets

A. Data acquisition and post-processing

Time-resolved particle image velocimetry (PIV) data was collected in the University of Southampton water flume
facility, featuring a test section 6.75 m long, a span of 1.2 m and water depth of 0.5 m. The airfoil models of chord length
¢ = 15 cm and span s;,; = 70 cm were fixed vertically in the center of the span of the flume immediately following
the contraction into the test section. The portion of the span that was submerged was s = 48.3 cm. PIV imaging was

performed in the stream-wise surface-normal (x-y) plane as illustrated in figure[I[a). An overhead carriage system was
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Fig. 1 Diagram (not to scale) of the experimental setup in the water channel facility to perform high-speed PIV
(a). The pseudo-colour of velocity magnitude for the NACA 0012 at @ = 4° is presented in (b) with the individual
fields of view: - - - suction side, pressure side, — trailing region and - - - indicates the nominal domain used
for analysis.

employed to allow precise control of the angle of attack a. Angles of attack in the range 4° < o < 17° at a chord-based

Reynolds number Re. = ch ~ 7.1 x 10* (with U, the free stream velocity, c¢ the chord length, and v the kinematic

viscosity) were explored corresponding to a variety of stall conditions. An overview of the experimental cases is
presented in table[I] The airfoil profiles and angles of attack were chosen to explore both the dynamics at peak lift as the
foil transitions into stall and the dynamics post-stall. These dynamics are compared for a symmetric NACA 0012 and a
cambered NACA 65-410 airfoil. The NACA 65-410 was chosen as it is designed to delay the onset of separation as
relevant to turbine blades [53]]. One additional case under attached flow conditions was obtained for the NACA 0012 for
the purposes of measurement evaluation and validation.

A high-speed Nd: YLF laser (527 nm Litron) was directed inwards from either side of the facility to simultaneously
illuminate the pressure, suction, and trailing regions of the airfoil and three 4 megapixel (2560 x 1600 pixels) high-speed
Phantom Veo 640-S cameras mounting 105 mm Ex Sigma lenses (f# 5.6) were synchronized to capture the flow field
surrounding the plane of the airfoil (figure[Tp). Caution was exercised to ensure the laser sheets were aligned within the
same plane, with an estimated sheet thickness of 2 mm at the location of the foil mid-chord. To compute the force
quantities at each angle of attack, a six-axis force/torque load cell (ATI Delta IP65) was mounted to the airfoil and
synchronized to the PIV acquisition using an NI USB-6251 DAQ. The free stream velocity was independently measured
at the opposite end of the facility (beyond the wake recovery length generated by the foil) using a Hoentzsch FA flow
meter situated in the mid-span of the flume.

The flow was seeded with Vestosint 2157 polyamide particles of nominal diameter 55 um until a satisfactory seeding



Table 1 Parameters of experimental cases. The abbreviated dynamics refer to: A - Attached, TS - Transient
Stall, DS - Deep Stall.

Profile a® Cr  Dynamics

NACA 0012 4 0.30 A
NACA 0012 13 051 TS
NACA 0012 15 049 DS
NACA 65-410 13 0.68 TS
NACA 65-410 155 0.64 DS
NACA 65-410 17  0.65 DS

density was obtained. Simultaneous high-speed images were collected across cameras at a frequency of 1 kHz and stored
until memory limitations were reached, resulting in 5.367 seconds of continuous data. For each case, five such runs were
repeated resulting in 26.84 seconds of data, corresponding to approximately 90 eddy turnover times T = ¢/Us. The raw
images of each camera were individually processed with background subtraction and Gaussian high-pass filtering with a
filter width of 10 pixels to isolate the high-frequency particle reflections. Multi-pass planar PIV was performed using a
verified in-house Matlab code with 3 passes per window size and square windows decreasing from 64 by 64 pixels, to
32 by 32 pixels, to 24 by 24 pixels with 50% overlap. The final vector spacing was Ax = 0.83 mm corresponding to 181
vectors spanning the airfoil chord. PIV outliers were replaced using robust principle component analysis [54] with
the sparsity parameter at the theoretical optimum of A = 1 and the inexact augmented lagrangian method for iteration
[55)156]. Based on sub-pixel accuracy down to 0.05 pixels, the bias uncertainty of the stitched PIV is approximately 2.5
mm/s (or 0.5% of the free stream velocity).

Prior to each measurement case, a calibration image spanning all three cameras was collected using a target aligned
with the laser sheet plane. This was used to correct distortions [57] and calibrate the PIV fields. The overlap across the
fields of view within the calibration images was used for reference positions to stitch the velocity fields together [S8]].
The stitching was performed on the calibrated vector fields using a Hamming window for blending. To account for
the unequal PIV grid sizes, the PIV vectors of the highest resolution grids (the suction and pressure fields of view)
were bi-linearly interpolated to the lowest resolution grid (the trailing field of view) to avoid spatial up-sampling during
stitching. Due to the airfoil extending downwards in the direction of the upward-facing cameras, a visual occlusion was
produced on the pressure side of the airfoil, preventing from measuring the flow close to the surface. In addition to
the foil cross section, the occluded region was masked in the final vector fields. Surface profiles on the pressure side
reported hereafter are linearly interpolated to the foil surface using the nearest available data points. The final PIV fields
were spatially truncated along the edges to form a rectangular domain (figure[Ip). To avoid some high frequency artifacts
detected a-posteriori, all forces and velocity fields were temporally filtered to 10 Hz using a Gaussian low-pass filter.

This limits the scope of the temporal analysis of the present work to frequencies below a non-dimensional frequency
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Fig.2 Mean reconstructed surface pressure coefficient profiles for the NACA 0012 cases from the planar PIV
at o = 4° (a), @ = 13° (b) and a = 15° (¢). The PIV data (—) is compared to a dynamically matched RANS (- - -).
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B. Planar pressure reconstruction

Planar pressure fields were reconstructed from the instantaneous velocity fields using a Poisson solver approach
[59461]]. Neumann boundary conditions were applied on the inlet, outlet, and suction (upper) boundaries of the domain
and Dirichlet boundary conditions were employed using Bernoulli’s equation in the free stream on the pressure (lower)
domain boundary, where the flow is most approximately irrotational. Due to the presence of reverse flow in stalled
cases, Taylor’s hypothesis was not invoked to estimate the unsteady velocity term du;/dt [where u; is the instantaneous
flow field and ¢ the time, [60]. Instead, the unsteady velocity term was directly computed from the highly time-resolved
Eulerian fields [62]. Good agreement using central temporal differences up to sixth order was found, therefore second
order gradients were opted for in favor of processing speed. Spatial derivatives were computed using second-order
central differences.

To provide comparison for the mean pressure fields computed from planar PIV, an unsteady two-dimensional
Reynolds-averaged Navier-Stokes (RANS) simulation was performed for the NACA 0012 cases using OpenFOAM
software. The simulation utilized a k-w shear stress transport (SST) closure model. A standard C-type domain and
grid geometry was chosen with a horizontal and vertical extent of 20 chords lengths. The simulation properties
(e.g. kinematic viscosity, inlet velocity, chord length) were chosen to match identically those of the experiment. The
comparison between the pressure coefficient along the foil surface Cp, = P/ % pU?2 (with P the mean pressure field and
p the density) in the PIV and RANS is shown in Figure 2.

The agreement in the attached case (figure[2h) is found to be satisfactory, though not without difficulty. The PIV



was unable to capture the suction peak near the leading edge and overestimated the magnitude of the pressure along
the suction side. Difficulty in capturing this suction peak has been identified in previous studies [63H65]]. At higher
angles of attack (figure[2b,c), despite good qualitative agreement, the PIV was found to significantly underestimate the
magnitude of the suction peak. However, the surface pressure on the suction side at x/c > 0.1 recovers reasonably
closely to the RANS. Accounting for the limited size of the PIV domain, the time-averaged surface pressure distributions

are deemed to satisfactory, and lend confidence to the approximation of the planar reconstruction.

C. Basic statistical field quantities

Following the PIV post-processing, the basic flow statistics for each case were obtained. The velocity and pressure
fields were decomposed into mean and fluctuating components u; (x, t) = U;(x) +u;(x,t) and p(x,t) = P(x) + p’(x,1)
where capitalised variables denote the mean and the prime symbol the fluctuating components. The explicit space

and time dependence of field variables are implied and hereafter omitted. The planar turbulent kinetic energy is

2

rms

defined as TKE= %( +vi, ) where u,,,,¢ and v, are the root-mean-square freestream and stream-normal velocity

U s
fluctuations, respectively. These fields are presented in figures |3| and 4] for the NACA 0012 and NACA 65-410,
respectively. They capture the basic physical description of the various cases.

Starting with the NACA 0012 cases (figure|3)) at @ = 4°, the mean velocity field indicates the flow is attached as
expected. A negative pressure region is seen on the suction side and a positive region on the pressure side proximal
to the leading edge. At @ = 13°, the mean velocity field indicates clear separation as evidenced by the region of flow
reversal [66] near the foil surface on the suction side (¥ < 0, see the dash-dot white contour of the figure). A wide
region of significant TKE develops in a shear layer on the suction side. Similar observations hold for the @ = 15° case,
but with a larger region of reverse flow and a comparatively elevated shear layer. A more stringent indication of deep
stall can be deduced from the pressure on the suction side, for which the surface pressure gradient along the surface is
expected to go to zero. In other words, for stalled conditions, the mean pressure along the separated region of the surface
is expected to be constant. This is most evident for the @ = 15° case (see figure [2)), whereas the & = 13° case sees a
non-zero decrease in pressure in this region. This small but non-zero decrease is likely due to non-linear reattachment
near the leading edge associated to transient stall [8,[14]. During time periods of reattachment, the flow experiences a
non-zero local pressure gradient and this biases the distribution in the overall mean surface pressure profile to have a
small, but non-zero, slope [in agreement with e.g. 30

The basic statistical field quantities of the cambered NACA 65-410 show similar qualitative behavior to the stalled
NACA 0012 cases (figure[d). At = 13°, the region of reverse flow is confined to a relatively thin layer near the surface.
This confirms the performance of the cambered profile to reduce separation at the same angle of attack compared to the
symmetric one. The pressure gradient appears to monotonically decrease along the foil surface (figure @), suggesting a

state of transient stall similar to the NACA 0012 at @ = 13°. As the angle of attack increases across cases to @ = 15.5°
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Fig. 3 Mean velocity fields (a,d,g), planar turbulent Kinetic energy fields (b,e,h), and mean pressure coefficient
fields (c,f,i) for the NACA 0012 cases at @ = 4° (a-c), @ = 13° (d-f) and @ = 15° (g-i). The mean velocity has every
fifteenth vector shown and the white dash-dot contour corresponds to # = 0. Within the contour, the flow is seen
to move opposite the freestream.
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Fig. 4 Mean velocity fields (a,d,g), planar turbulent Kinetic energy fields (b,e,h), and mean pressure fields
(c,f,i) for the NACA 65-410 cases at a = 13° (a-¢), @ = 15.5° (d-f) and a = 17° (g-i). The mean velocity has every
fifteenth vector shown and the white dash-dot contour corresponds to z = 0. Within the contour, the flow is seen

to move opposite the freestream.
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Fig. 5 Premultiplied lift coefficient power spectral densities @, ¢, for the NACA 0012 (a) and NACA 65-410
(b) cases.

and @ = 17°, deep stall is reflected by the significant region of flow reversal, an elevated shear layer and a constant
surface pressure profile on the suction side. These observations of stall state are used to characterize the various cases in
table |I| as either in transient stall (TS) or deep stall (DS).

Across all stalled cases, the significant TKE in the shear layer as well as a negative pressure on the suction side
gives confidence to the fidelity of the PIV measurements. There is however a small-scale bias error evident from the
second-order statistics, i.e. the fringe-like patterns in the TKE pseudo-color profiles of figures[3]and[d] This is likely
not related to the PIV stitching, but rather may be caused by a slight misalignment between the overlapping planar
laser sheets. This small-scale bias may propagate error into gradient-based quantities such as the pressure and the
(out-of-plane) vorticity defined as the curl of the velocity field w = V X u. For the pressure, this is not of significant
concern due to the property of the Poisson solver effectively acting as a low-pass filter [S9]]. For the vorticity, this
is addressed employing a Gaussian low-pass filter with a width of 5 vectors, or 4 mm, to the velocity fields before
computing the gradients. The filter width corresponds to approximately twice the thickness of a single laser sheet,
thereby accounting for generous misalignment. The magnitude of the out-of-plane vorticity due to the application of the
filter was found to differ by approximately 10%.

The time-varying flow behaviour is most readily characterised upon inspection of the lift coefficient spectra calculated
from the simultaneous load cell data presented in figure[5] The instantaneous sectional lift coefficient was calculated
as Cp(t) = L(1)/ % pU?Z cs where L(t) is the instantaneous lift measurement in Newtons from the load cell. A peak
corresponding to bluff-body shedding phenomena is evident in all cases at a non-dimensional frequency based on the
cross-stream projected chord f = f T—sia ~ 0.15 [35]. The TS cases have accompanying, albeit broad, low frequency
peaks of at £* of O(1072). This peak is higher relative to the the bluff-body peak in comparison with the DS cases. The

spectral behaviour confirms the characterization of the stall regimes from the qualitative inspection of the mean velocity
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and pressure fields. The underlying mechanism most likely responsible for the low-frequencies will be discussed further

in section A rightward shift in the peak of f with increasing angle of attack is also evident.

II1. Low-order analysis
In this section a data-driven approach is used to separate the underlying flow coherence from the broad-spectrum
turbulent fluctuations. The application of such an approach to model the low-order dynamics as well as to establish a

basis for state estimation via limited probes is explored.

A. Application of the proper orthogonal decomposition

To investigate the structures underlying the turbulence, the data-driven proper orthogonal decomposition [POD, |37]]
is invoked. For the present time-resolved PIV data, POD allows to decompose the fluctuating velocity and pressure
fields into the sum of the product of time-varying coefficients ay () with time-invariant orthogonal spatial modes ¢ (x),

e.g. for the pressure

N

px1) = al (e (x) (1)

k=1

where k is the mode number, N is the total number of modes, and the superscript notation here corresponds to the quantity
of interest (either p for pressure or uv for velocity). The spatial modes are determined via the eigendecomposition
of the cross-correlation tensor for the quantity of interest [see e.g.[37, 38, 167]]. The coefficients can alternatively be
expressed as ay (1) = Y (t)oy, where Y (1) is orthogonal in time and referred to as the temporal mode and o is the
(time-independent) k-th singular value characterising the magnitude of each coefficient and the relative contribution of
each spatial mode. By convention, the modes are placed in descending order of the singular values.

Due to the large data sets in the present study, the global spatial basis and singular value distributions were tabulated
sub-sampling one in every 25 snapshots for a total number of snapshots N = 1075 for each case. The instantaneous
coefficients were then obtained for each run through a projection of the field variables onto the spatial basis. The
coefficients were re-scaled using the respective singular values (i.e. ¥« (f) = ax(t)/ox) to calculate the spectra of the
temporal modes.

The pre-multiplied spectra of the temporal modes for the NACA 65-410in TS at @ = 13° and DS at @ = 17° are
shown in figure [f[(b-e). These results are found to be representative of all other TS and DS cases that are omitted for
brevity. Distinct spectral peaks can be seen for both the velocity and pressure modes. As the mode number increases the
spectrum peak eventually shifts to higher frequencies, likely due to bluff body shedding and shear layer flapping [[12]. In
addition, the distribution broadens, pointing to the association of the higher modes with broad-spectrum turbulence. For

the DS case at @ = 17°, a clear peak is seen in the first three modes at the shedding frequency observed in the lift spectra
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Fig. 6 Example POD coefficients for one run of the DS case of the NACA 65-410 at o = 17° (a). Pre-multiplied
spectra of the first five temporal velocity (b,d) and pressure (c,e) modes for the NACA 65-410 in TS at o = 13°
(b,c) and DS at a = 17° (d,e). The first fifteen singular values (normalised by the total sum) are shown in (f),
coloured by the logarithm of the peak Strouhal number in the spectrum of each velocity mode (outset) and
pressure mode (inset).
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Fig.7  First three spatial velocity mode magnitudes for the stream-wise and stream-normal components ¢}’ and
¢Z for the TS cases of NACA 0012 and NACA 65-410 at o = 13° (a,b) and DS cases of NACA 0012 at o = 15° (¢)
and NACA 65-410 at o = 15.5°, 17° (d,e). White to black colours correspond to 0 to 3 standard deviations of each
mode.

of sectionm For the TS case at & = 13°, the first velocity mode peaks at [ ~ 0.03 and the peak shifts to higher
values gradually. The comparison between TS and DS spectra contrast the range of distinct frequencies in the low-order
modes. The TS cases exhibit a range of peaks, whereas the low-order features of the DS cases are primarily rooted in
bluff-body shedding phenomena.

To exemplify the peak frequency associated to each mode across cases, a Strouhal number St* is defined as the
frequency f for which the spectrum of each velocity mode is maximum. The singular values for each run, coloured by
log,,(St*), is shown in figure Ekf). This highlights the low-frequency peak associated to the first mode in the TS cases.
Not only is the frequency low, but the contribution to the root mean-square fluctuation is 50% higher than the first mode
of the DS cases. This points to significant energy in the low-frequency phenomena of the TS cases.

For insight on the low-order spatial structures, the first three spatial modes of the velocity are presented for all cases
in figure[7] It should be noted as a general property of POD that the sign (positive or negative) of the spatial modes is

arbitrary between cases, thus the figure presents the magnitude of the modes. The mode shapes reveal the nature of the
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Fig. 8 Synthetic model for the NACA 65-410 at @ = 17° in DS. The sinusoidal coefficients (upper) are used to
drive the reconstruction (lower), shown zoomed in on the suction region at four instants over the model cycle.
The white contour highlights the region of reverse flow (# < 0) corresponding to separation. One in 25 vectors
are shown.

TS low frequency oscillations at £* of O(1072). The structures in both u and v are nearly uniform across the suction
side; acting as a large-scale physical envelope. This envelope modulates the flow fields over long time scales, pushing
and pulling the region of reverse flow (# < 0) in a direction normal to the suction surface. The interpretation of the
associated spectral peak is complicated somewhat by the resolution of such low-frequencies. The apparently broad peak
may be due to limited convergence, but may also be the manifestation of the separation and reattachment phenomena
occurring intermittently on long time scales [14]. However, some results using long time series at a single point suggest
such a peak is pronounced in reality [26], indicating that this mode may be fluctuating at a fixed frequency.

Such a large structure is not seen for the DS cases. Instead, the DS cases feature alternating positive/negative regions
at the leading and trailing edges in the first mode. This reflects the alternating shedding at the characteristic frequency
f% = 0.15 in these cases. This is consistent with the spectra of the temporal coefficients (figure @)

There is a striking resemblance in the structure of the spatial modes across cases within the same flow regime (either
TS or DS) despite the difference in the airfoil geometries. This lends support towards the notion that the low-order
dynamics may not be sensitive to the exact shape or symmetry of the foil surface. The implications of such low-order

similarity are further explored in section
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Fig. 9 Synthetic model for the NACA 65-410 at o = 13° in TS. The sinusoidal coefficients (upper) are used to
drive the reconstruction (lower), shown zoomed in on the suction region at six instants over the model cycle. The
white contour highlights the region of reverse flow (u < 0) corresponding to separation. One in 25 vectors are
shown.

B. Model dynamics using three modes

Motivated by distinct peak frequencies associated to each mode (figure[)), in this section the POD basis is leveraged
to gain insight on the low-order dynamics. A simplified model is constructed for each airfoil using the superposition of
sine waves at the frequency defined by the Strouhal number St* of the low-order modes. The number of chosen modes
is a trade off between retaining as much energy of the fluctuating fields as possible whilst retaining only the modes with
distinct peaks that underlay the broad-spectrum turbulence. Based on the prominence of the spectral peaks, we select
the first three modes in each case (figure m) to construct the model. In the model, the k-th model coefficient &z" is

approximated as

Qv (1) = AgsinQQu 3"t + &) )

where the amplitude Ay = o/ VN, f]f ™ = §t* Y= i the k-th Strouhal frequency in seconds, and the phase is obtained

csina

as & =2r flg) ’*Atko, x with the choice ko = 1. The phase lag Aty x is the time delay between the reference mode k(o and
k-th mode, obtained via the maximum of the magnitude of the averaged cross correlation p, « (At) between the POD
coefficients, where At is a time lag. The maximum of the cross correlation between modes was found to vary depending

on the case from pg, x = 0.4 to 0.9, indicating that a consistent phase difference between the modes is a reasonable
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*
min

approximation for the simplified model. The time domain is selected to vary over a period T* = 1/St* . corresponding

to the lowest Strouhal frequency of the three modes in the model. The model reconstruction is then obtained via

3

a(x,1) = ) a4 (N (x) +U(x). 3)

k=1

Animations of the model reconstructions are provided in the supplementary material for representative DS and TS
cases (figure S1 and figure S2, respectively). A model reconstruction is presented for a representative DS case in figure
for the NACA 65-410 at @ = 17°. The Strouhal number St* is found to be the same for the first three coefficients,
resulting in a model with a simple overall sine wave variation at one frequency. A likeness between the variation in
the model and the real coefficients can be seen by comparison to figure[6fa). The white contour at u = 0 reveals the
region of reverse flow elongates at the trailing edge at #/T* = 0.79, before returning proximal to the suction surface by
t/T* = 0.12. This reflects the effect of the bluff body shedding on the region of reverse flow. At the leading edge, the
reverse flow contour is seen to oscillate in the vertical direction corresponding to the incipient shear layer flapping. This
phenomenon, consistent with observations of the raw velocity fields, is seen to occur simultaneously at the leading and
trailing edges. As the model is based on one single frequency, this reaffirms the phase locked relationship between the
incipient shear layer flapping and trailing edge shedding.

The model for the TS cases reflects the comparatively complex low-order dynamics in figure[9] for the representative
case of the NACA 65-410 at @ = 13°. The model reveals the overall role played by the low-frequency phenomenon at
f% = 0.03. When the coefficient d; reaches its maximum, the separated region is also maximal (¢/T* = 0.25). At its
minimum, the flow is seen to reattach (¢/7* = 0.75). Further, the growth of the separated region appears to originate at
the trailing edge (¢/T* = 0.91), possibly indicative of trailing edge stall [8]. The sinusoidal variation of the separated
region appears to oscillate along the chord, similar to the laminar separation bubble elongating and bursting as identified
numerically by ElAwad and ElJack [29] at similar 2. The high-energy low-frequency expansion and contraction of the
separated region explains the comparatively wide region of TKE (figures [3|and[4) in the TS cases compared to the thin
region of TKE concentrated at the incipient shear layer for the DS cases.

The model reveals important underlying dynamics of the flow fields. However, it is important to emphasize its
low-order and simplified nature. It is based on a single frequency per mode, a single phase-difference (between each
mode), and only three total modes. Three modes corresponds to only 15-20% of the total magnitude of the turbulent
kinetic energy (figure [f). The remaining energy is attributed to the increasingly broad spectrum and fine-scale features

of the remaining modes.
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IV. Flow state estimation from surface pressure probes

The similar spatial structure and spectral content of the modes across either the TS or DS cases suggests the low-order
dynamics in the POD basis may be robust across airfoil geometries. This has important implications for example in
sparse reconstructions [44]], where the state of the flow is estimated from limited probes or sensors [45,[68]. As the
present data set contains simultaneous velocity and (reconstructed) pressure measurements, the pressure at the suction
surface will be utilized as pseudo probes to determine the low-order state of the velocity field. In the following the
efficacy of such a determination is quantified from the present data set. Ideally, it would be best to use a limited amount
of sensors to predict the state of the flow. Given that the POD analysis indicates that three modes capture the dynamics

of the flow, three different pressure probes are used in order to estimate the POD coefficients.

A. Low-order LSE-POD reconstruction via pseudo-pressure probes

Three pseudo-pressure probes are placed on the surface of the airfoils at the leading edge, mid-chord, and trailing
edge (x/c = 0,0.5, 1) and utilized to estimate the low-order state of the velocity fields from three POD modes. To this
end linear stochastic estimation (LSE) is employed [47,169]. LSE has been demonstrated to accurately predict the state
of turbulent flow from limited flow sensors [70] or a related measurement such as pressure sensors e.g. in cavity flows
[481149]]. The concept of LSE has since been adapted in a hybrid approach [50}52] termed LSE-POD for which the LSE
is used to estimate the POD coefficients. The hybrid approach is adopted in the present study to estimate the low-order
state of the velocity field, and in particular the location of the separated region. In the following the application of
LSE-POD to the reconstruction of the first three modes from surface pressure signals is presented. For more on the
technique the interested reader is referred to e.g. Murray and Ukeiley [48]], Tinney et al. [[71]], and Lasagna et al. [49].
As LSE-POD is an established method, the details on the present implementation may be found in Appendix A.

Three metrics are utilised to assess the LSE-POD reconstructions. The correlation of the estimated coefficients is

defined as

(ay (D)ar (1))

O'al*ca'ak

play) = “4)

where Ta: and o, are the standard deviations of the k-th estimated (a*k) and real (ay) POD coefficient such that 1, O,
and -1 corresponds to perfectly correlated, uncorrelated, and anti-correlated coefficients. The angled brackets denote

averaging over all time steps in the testing data. The error of the estimated coefficients is defined as

(lay (1) — ax (1))

Oay

&)

e(ay) =

such that e = 0 corresponds to a perfect reconstruction and e = 1 corresponds to the average error equal to o, (a

situation that occurs e.g. when a; — 0) and e > 1 denotes inaccuracy exceeding the standard deviation of the coefficient.
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An additional error metric is defined for quantifying the accuracy of the reconstruction of the separated region

() -3(0) - (7 (1) - 5(1)* )
e = - ©)

where (X(¢),y(¢)) and (x*(¢), y*(t)) are the coordinates of the instantaneous centroid of the separated region (u < 0) in
the three-mode POD reconstruction and LSE-POD reconstruction, respectively. When e. = 0, the centroid position of
the separated region is perfectly estimated and e. = 1 corresponds to an average imprecision on the location of the
centroid by the chord length of the foil.

To thoroughly assess the accuracy of the LSE-POD method five permutations of training and testing data are used
and assessed using equations[d}j6} For example, we use runs one through four to train the LSE coefficients and test on run
five. We then permute and use runs one through three and five to train the LSE coefficients and test on run four, etc. The
overall correlation and error is obtained as the average from all five possible permutations of training and testing data.

The overall correlation and error are presented in figure [T0|(filled symbols) for the three mode coefficients (a-c) and
the centroid error in the separated region of the low-order reconstruction in (d). The correlation (filled black squares)
varies depending on the case, but is generally non-zero and positive. The highest correlations are found for a; and a3
with a maximum correlation py;,,, = 0.80 + 0.04 and minimum error e,,;, = 0.61 + 0.06 in a, for the NACA 65-410 at
@ = 17°. This case is shown for one run in figure[TI[e). In general, reconstructions with a high correlation (i.e. p > 0.5)
correspond to low error (e < 1). Conversely, poor correlations results in excessive error. It can be seen upon inspection
of figure errors at e = | are generally caused by underestimation in the magnitude of the instantaneous coefficient
(as opposed to wild inaccuracies).

The location of the low-order centroid is found to be accurate to within 10% of the chord with the exception
of the NACA 65-410 at « = 13°. Close inspection of this case revealed that the increased centroid error is due to
low-probability instances in which reverse flow extends downstream and the centroid locates near the trailing edge. The
reconstruction places it near the leading edge, resulting in centroid error as high as 90% of the chord. These infrequent

instances bias the mean towards an average centroid error close to 25%.

B. xLSE: Application of LSE coefficients across airfoil geometries

Motivated by the similar spectral content and spatial structures across the first three modes between the TS cases
and DS cases separately, a cross-LSE (xLSE) approach is taken. For this approach, the LSE coefficients from one airfoil
geometry are applied to the instantaneous pressure probes for a different geometry to obtain an estimate for the state of

the flow. An overview of XLSE test cases is given in table[2] The instantaneous POD coefficients are obtain as

ai(t) = Pi(t)Eiijk (7)
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Table 2 Table of xLLSE cases indicating the data used to generate the LSE coefficients (LSE library) and the
data for which the coefficients are used with the probe signals to test the reconstruction (testing data).

Case ID LSE Library Testing Data
TS1 NACA 0012, @ = 13° NACA 65-410, o = 13°
TS2 NACA 65-410, @ = 13° NACA 0012, @ = 13°
DS1 NACA 0012, @ = 15° NACA 65-410, @ = 15.5°
DS2a  NACA 65-410, @ = 15.5° NACA 0012, & = 15°
DS2b  NACA 65-410, @ = 17° NACA 0012, @ = 15°
DS3 NACA 0012, a = 15° NACA 65-410, @ = 17°

’ # p,LSE ¢ e, LSE o p, xLSE o e, XLSE‘

ai as
15— : : : : 1.5 — : :
O T o g | O ;
A >, Ds2b % DS1 A |
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Fig. 10 Correlation and error metrics (equations El] and |5) for the first three modes (a,b,c) and for the centroid
of the separated region (equation @) in the low order reconstruction (d) for LSE (filled symbols) and xLSE (offset
open symbols). Error bars correspond to 95% confidence interval.
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Fig. 11 Real POD coefficients (black), LSE (dashed purple), and xLSE (dashed-dot orange) for the transitionally
stalled NACA 65-410 at « = 13° (a-c, case TS1 for the xL.SE) and fully stalled NACA 65-410 at « = 17° (d-f, case
DS3 for the xLLSE) for the first (a,d), second (b,e) and third (c,f) mode coefficients.

where B is the LSE coefficients (see Appendix A) from a library of training data with a different airfoil geometry
and S is a diagonal sign-correction matrix with entries of +1 to adjust for the arbitrary sign of the spatial velocity
modes. Each diagonal element of S (corresponding to each mode) is obtained from the sign of the (overlapping) spatial
cross-correlation between the POD modes of both cases [see [45]].

It is noted that using a library based on a TS case to predict a DS is not included in table[2] This was tested (not
presented) and found to fail to predict the coefficients. This is because xLSE is motivated primarily by the similarity in
the spectral content and spatial structure of modes between cases. Therefore, the presented applications of XLSE are
restricted to cases with similar spectral content (figure [3).

The XLSE results are shown in figure[I0] (open symbols). Overall, the XLSE performs similarly to the standard LSE.
This is supported by the overlapping uncertainty in the error and correlations for most modes and cases. The xLSE
offered no significant improvement e.g. in the difficult TS case of the NACA 65-410 at @ = 13°, where the centroid
error remains near 25%. The similarity in the xXLSE with the LSE can be seen from inspection of figure[TT]

Though the application of LSE and xLSE is used here for the purpose of instantaneous state estimation, the present
results lend valuable insight on the low-order dynamics of separated airfoils in general. Evidently, the dynamics of the
symmetric and cambered airfoils are similar enough to yield comparable accuracy in the low-order state estimation.
This suggests that low-order dynamics of stalled airfoils may have universal features independent of airfoil geometry. At

the same time, such features are strongly dependent on the stability of the system with angle of attack (i.e. TS vs DS).
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V. Conclusions

A data-driven analysis has been presented for symmetric and cambered NACA 0012 and NACA 65-410 airfoils at
Re. = 7.1 x 10* in transient stall (TS) and deep stall (DS) flow regimes. The spectral peak characterising the flow for
the TS and DS cases are found at a Strouhal number St* ~ 0.03 and St* ~ 0.15 respectively. This was identified in the
lift forces from load cell measurements and via the POD of the PIV in both the velocity and pressure fields. These
frequencies are in excellent agreement with previous experimental and numerical studies for symmetric and cambered
airfoils [14, 26,29, 31]].

Using a simplified POD-based model that retains only three modes, the stall mechanisms for both TS and DS cases
were elucidated at their corresponding dominant Strouhal frequency. For the TS cases, the frequency St* ~ 0.03 was
shown to be the signature of non-linear separation and reattachment under TE stall (figure[9)). For the DS cases, the
frequency St* =~ 0.15 was shown to be associated to the bluff body vortex shedding under LE stall (figure .

Motivated by flow determination from surface-mounted sensors, the instantaneous planar pressure reconstructions
were leveraged to perform a pseudo-probe analysis using 3 sensors at x/c = 0, 0.5, and 1, and LSE-POD to reconstruct
the low-order velocity fields. The mode coefficients were predicted with an average correlation of p = 0.5, but typically
underestimated the magnitude of the coefficients resulting in e ~ 1 (figure[TT). Despite the difficulty, the centroid of the
reverse flow region was predicted to an accuracy of about 5% of the chord for cases in DS and with 10-25% accuracy for
the TS cases.

Throughout the present analysis, the observations between the symmetric and cambered airfoils were strikingly
consistent depending on whether the flow was in TS or DS. This is is readily seen in the shape of the spatial modes
(figure[7). Such similarity motivated the so-called cross LSE (XLSE) to predict the state of the flow using three sensors
whose LSE coefficients are trained from a library of correlations of an airfoil with the opposite camber symmetry. The
xLSE predictions were generally very close to the standard LSE, indicating that the low order dynamics are not sensitive
to the airfoil camber (at least for the two geometries presented). As the spectral characteristics of the flows clearly
manifest in the time-variation of the dominant POD modes (figure [6)), the agreement in the LSE and xLSE confirms
high similarity in the low order dynamics of both symmetric and cambered airfoils.

The present work substantiates the ever-growing body of literature on the complex dynamics of airfoil stall
mechanisms at moderate to high Reynolds numbers. The flexibility of the LSE to predict the low order dynamics
independent of the exact airfoil geometry is a promising avenue of research, with the potential for a universal set of
LSE coefficients for predicting the stall state of airfoils in real time. This potential capability is relevant to a wealth of

engineering applications that benefit from feedback control.
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Appendix A: LSE-POD Implementation
For each case, the data is divided into four runs corresponding to the “training” data and one run for testing. The
training data is sub-sampled to one in every 25 samples and used to determine the LSE coefficients for the low-order

velocity field reconstruction using the testing data. In general, the probe correlation matrix W is obtained as

(P1P1) ... (Pn,P1)

(P1Pn,) ... (Pn,Pn,)

Here Py is the k-th fluctuating pressure probe signal with N, = 3 the number of probes. The angled brackets denote the
average over the number of training samples N, = 860 for each case. The probe-mode cross-correlation matrix V is

constructed as

(Prar) ... (Pn,a1)

(Piag) ... (Pn,ak)
where for the present low-order reconstruction the number of modes K = 3. Using the probe correlation and probe-mode
cross-correlation matrices the LSE coefficients are obtained as
B=w'v. (10)

Equation [I0] minimizes the mean-square error between the POD coefficients and their estimate in the training data

[48,[71]. Using the testing data, the reconstruction of the POD coefficients at any instant is obtained via

ay(t) = Pi(1)Bik. (11)
A low-order reconstruction of the velocity fields over the first three modes is then obtained via

3

u'(x,1) = > ap (g (x) +U(x). (12)

k=1
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