
Stage 1
Complete local tumor excision 

with or without microscopic 
residual lesions

International Neuroblastoma Staging System (INSS)

Stage 2

Stage 2b

Stage 3

Stage 4s

Stage 4

No lymph node metastasis

Stage 2a
Localized tumor 
with incomplete 
gross excision

No lymph node metastasis

Localized tumor with 
complete or incomplete 

resection

 Positive ipsilateral nodes

 Negative contralateral nodes

No distance 
metastasis

Unresectable lateral tumor 
that crosses the midline

Localized tumor with contralateral 
regional lymph node involvement

Midline tumor with bilateral 
extension by infiltration or by 

lymph node involvement

<1 year of age Localized tumor 
(stage 1, 2a or 2b)

Distant metastasis 
(skin, liver and/or bone marrow)

Distant metastasis 
(skin, liver and/or bone marrow  except Stage 4s)


