. mathematics

Article

A Time Series Synthetic Control Causal Evaluation of the UK'’s
Mini-Budget Policy on Stock Market

Yan Zhang

check for
updates

Citation: Zhang, Y.; Lu, Z. A Time
Series Synthetic Control Causal
Evaluation of the UK’s Mini-Budget
Policy on Stock Market. Mathematics
2024, 12, 3301. https://doi.org/
10.3390/math12203301

Academic Editor: Miquel Montero

Received: 30 August 2024
Revised: 6 October 2024
Accepted: 18 October 2024
Published: 21 October 2024

Copyright: © 2024 by the authors.
Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland.
This article is an open access article
distributed under the terms and
conditions of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY) license (https://
creativecommons.org/licenses /by /
4.0/).

and Zudi Lu **

School of Mathematical Sciences, University of Southampton, Southampton SO17 1BJ, UK;
yz4ul8@soton.ac.uk

Department of Biostatistics, City University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR, China
Correspondence: zudilu@cityu.edu.hk

These authors contributed equally to this work.

Abstract: In this paper, we propose a modified synthetic control causal analysis for time series data
with volatility in terms of absolute value of return outcomes taken into account in constructing the
prediction of potential outcomes for time series causal analysis. The consistency property of the
synthetic weight parameter estimators is developed theoretically under a time series data-generating
process framework. The application to evaluate the UK’s mini-budget policy, announced by the
then Chancellor on 23 September 2022, which had significant implications for the stock market, is
examined and analysed. Comparisons with traditional synthetic control and synthetic difference in
difference (DID) methods for evaluation of the effect of the mini-budget policy on the UK’s stock
market are also discussed.
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1. Introduction

Causal inference of the impact of a governmental policy on the financial market is
important not only for evaluating the policy’s effects but also for understanding the market
movement. In this study, we are interested in investigating the synthetic control method [1]
in estimating the effect of the mini-budget policy by the Truss government on the UK’s stock
market. This policy was announced by the then Chancellor of the Exchequer in a Ministerial
Statement entitled “The Growth Plan” to the House of Commons on 23 September 2022,
widely referred to in the media as a mini-budget. It contained a set of economic policies and
tax cuts such as a planned cut in the basic rate of income tax from 20% to 19%, an abolition
of the highest (45%) rate of income tax in England, Wales and Northern Ireland, reversing a
plan of March 2021 to increase corporation tax from 19% to 25% from April 2023 and the
April 2022 increase in National Insurance, and cancelling the proposed Health and Social
Care Levy (according to a Wikipedia paper “September 2022 United Kingdom mini-budget”
extracted on 27 May 2024). Owing to widespread negative response to the mini-budget,
the planned abolition of the 45% tax rate was reversed 10 days later, and the plans to
cancel the increase in corporation tax were 21 days later. In order to assess the mini-budget
policy effects on the financial market, we will utilise the FTSE100 index as an aggregated
dataset of the UK stocks, a good metric to reflect the UK stock market. We can therefore
learn the causal effect of the mini-budget on the UK stock market by investigating how the
FTSE is affected by this policy. In view of the fact that the policy was only implemented
briefly in the UK, it may probably be reasonable to see that the stock indexes from other
countries were not significantly affected by this policy. In this situation, the FTSE100,
a share index of the 100 companies listed on the London Stock Exchange with the highest
market capitalisation, may be reasonably seen as the only index affected by the mini-budget
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policy among the indexes from different countries in this analysis. Therefore, the synthetic
control method looks like a suitable tool in solving such a problem through reasonably
synthesizing the indexes from other countries to estimate the potential outcomes of the
FTSE100 as the treated unit in the absence of the treatment of the mini-budget policy in
the UK.

In the realm of predictive modeling for time series data, great progress has been
achieved in the recent years especially in the field of predictive statistical and machine
learning methods, which perform well in estimating the outcomes that are of interest
given relative characteristics. However, prediction is not a causation in general. Re-
searchers have become increasingly interested in the causal mechanism between covariates
and outcomes. For example, people care about “why it happens” in addition to “what
will happen”. This kind of causal mechanism help people not only to summarise a past
event but also to improve the prediction accuracy of the outcomes under the varying
degrees of influence of certain factors and then further help people make their decisions
on the future. Evaluating the effect of some given intervention is one of the popular
causal inference problems, and receives widespread attention from researchers for inde-
pendent data (or for data assumed to be independent); see, e.g., Kiinzel et al., 2019 [2] and
Wager and Athey, 2018 [3]. However, the causal effect evaluation for time series data is the
problem that is of our interest in this paper. There remain few investigating time series
causal evaluations apart from interrupted time series analysis (c.f. [4]). For more discus-
sions with relevant references, see [5], where causal inference for time series is seen as a
(counterfactual) prediction problem built on the literature on conformal prediction.

The synthetic control method (SCM) has been popular, and is called “arguably the most
important innovation in the last 15 years” (Anthey and Imbends, 2017 [6]) in evaluating
the effect of some given treatment on a single unit (Abadie et al., 2010 [1]). It makes use of
the control units to construct the potential outcomes of the treated unit after intervention
by weighted averaging of the outcomes of the control units. The weights, referred to as
synthetic weights, are determined by minimising the difference between the synthetic series
and the observed treated series before intervention. Then, the causal effect of the given
treatment is estimated to be the difference between the observed series of the treated unit
and the synthetic series after the treatment time.

Conventional SCM constructs the potential outcome series which has similar charac-
teristics to the observed treated unit in terms of not only the pre-intervention outcomes but
also the covariates that could affect the outcomes. In this way, the effect of confounding
factors that possibly confound the causal effect estimation can be effectively eliminated
under suitable assumptions. However, considering that the SCM is usually applied in
a setting associated with time, it is reasonable for us to take time series properties into
consideration as some “time series covariates” while determining the synthetic weights to
improve the performance of the conventional SCM. Generally, the conventional SCM has
considered all the pre-intervention outcomes, which could have been seen as involving the
lagged outcomes when determining the synthetic weights. This property of the SCM could
make synthetic outcome series automatically include the autocorrelation properties of the
observed outcome series. We will show this property of the SCM in our empirical study.
However, in addition to autocorrelation, conditional heteroskedasticity, which is especially
widespread in financial time series data, is also an important characteristic and should be
taken into account when determining the synthetic weights. Therefore, in this paper, we
propose a modified synthetic control method (MSCM) to help cover the conditional het-
eroskedasticity of the original treated series to improve the performance of the conventional
SCM in causal effect inference and compare its performance with the conventional SCM in
the empirical study to evaluate the causal effect of the mini-budget policy in the UK.

Our modified synthetic control method, on the one hand, improves the estimation
accuracy for the potential outcome series, when compared to the conventional synthetic
control method. We will demonstrate this by the pre-intervention mean squared error
(MSE) of the two methods. In our empirical study, the MSE of our modified synthetic
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control method is shown to decrease by 40% compared with the conventional synthetic
control method, which significantly illustrates the improvement of the modified synthetic
control method. On the other hand, by considering the volatility in terms of absolute return
in the empirical study, the pre-intervention residuals by the modified synthetic control
method are well controlled to have a stable fluctuation degree. This implies that the residual
series produced by the modified synthetic control has a stable variance while through the
conventional synthetic control method the residual series are obviously heteroskedastic
as shown in Section 4.3. Thus, we can reasonably assume that the residuals along time
have the homoskedasticity property by our modified synthetic control method. There-
fore, we can establish the consistency of the estimated synthetic weights by the modified
synthetic control method; thus, the consistency of the estimated potential outcomes is
naturally achieved under weaker assumptions than Chernozhukov et al. [5]. Note that
Chernozhukov et al. [5] achieve the consistency of the potential outcome estimations under
more stringent assumptions due to violation of homoskedasticity of the residual series.

The structure of the rest of this paper is as follows. Section 2 introduces the preliminar-
ies for causal analysis, including notations, a potential outcome-based causal framework
and the conventional synthetic control method. In Section 3, we propose the modified
synthetic control method including its overview, the form of the model and the consistency
of the estimated synthetic weights. Section 4 will apply our new method to an empirical
study, which evaluates the causal effect of the mini-budget policy on the UK’s stock market.
We will demonstrate the performance of the modified synthetic control method proposed
by this paper by comparing our method to the conventional synthetic control method and
the synthetic difference in difference method popular in the causal evaluation literature.
Finally, Section 5 presents the conclusion. The theoretical proof of the consistency property
will be relegated to Appendix A.

2. Preliminaries of Causal Analysis

In this section, we introduce preliminaries on the potential outcome causal framework,
which is applied in this paper, due to Neyman [7] and Rubin (c.f., the synthetic control
method proposed by Abadie et al. [1]).

2.1. Notations

We consider the panel data Yj;, a type of data collected for units, i = 1,---, ] + 1, observed
over a period of time at a regular frequency, ¢t = 1,---,T. The indicator of a treatment
assignment is defined to be a binary Wj; for unit i at time ¢, where Wj; = 0 stands for unit
i not to be under the treatment at time ¢t while W;; = 1 implies that the unit i is under the
treatment at time t. Further, suppose the intervention time is at time T (1 < Ty < T); that is,
after the time Tp, a group of units, called treated units, are assigned the treatments, while
the rest, called control units, will remain untreated over the period. This hence implies
that Wj; =1 for a treated unit i, while Wj; = 0 for a non-treated unit i, at t > Tj. In synthetic
control casual effect evaluation problems, we are often interested in the situation where
only one or a few units are affected by the intervention. Without loss of generality, we
let unit 1 be the only treated unit and others the control units, the number of which is
hence J. Moreover, as we care about only the effect of a given intervention, the treatment
assignment is binary and there are only two potential outcomes for unit i at time f, which are

denoted by Yi(to) in the absence of the treatment and Yl.(tl) under the treatment, respectively.
In addition, the observed outcome of unit i at time ¢ is denoted by Y}; and the vector of p
observed covariates for unit i at time t by Z;;. As usual, we will denote the causal effect by
T, defined specifically below.

2.2. Causal Framework

We introduce the needed potential outcome causal framework, based on which the
synthetic control method and our modified synthetic control method are conceptually de-
fined. Note that in causal inference problem, data of the control units after the intervention
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time T are available for causal evaluation. This means we can make use of the data for
the control units after intervention to estimate the potential outcome of the treated units.
Applying the potential outcome framework due to Neyman [7] and Rubin (see, e.g., [8]),
we need to posit the existence of the two potential outcomes. In the case of independent
and identically distributed (i.i.d.) data across units, the average treatment effect is usually

of interest. Recall that the potential outcomes at time ¢ are denoted by Yl.(to) in the absence of

treatment and Yigl) under the treatment, respectively. Then, in general, at ¢ > Ty, the average
treatment effect in population is

T =Y -, (1)

where E; denotes the average in population across the individual units i, while the individ-
ual treatment effect for unit 7 at time ¢ is

=Y - Y. @

When there is only one or a few units affected by the intervention, the individual
treatment effect is a more suitable metric to evaluate the causal effect because the number
of the treated units i is limited with the scales of the treated and the control units seriously
unbalanced. Therefore, the individual causal effect of the treated unit 7 is of interest often
in the synthetic control case.

Rubin suggested that we cannot infer the causal effect without rational assumptions
that link statistics to science [9]. We thus made some assumptions to implement causal
inference, including unconfoundedness assumption [10] and stable unit treatment values
assumptions (SUTVA), which are wildly used for causal inference. Here, the unconfound-
edness assumes that the treatment assignment Wj; is independent of the potential outcomes
conditional on the vector of covariates Z;, often denoted by

(Y, vV} 1 Wilz. 3)

The SUTVA includes no interference assumption and no hidden variations of treatment
assumption. No interference means that the potential outcomes for any unit do not vary
with the treatments assigned to other units, while the no hidden variation of treatment
assumes that for each unit, there are no different forms or versions of each treatment level,
which lead to different potential outcomes.

2.3. The Conventional Synthetic Control Method

In this section, we briefly introduce the conventional synthetic control method pro-
posed by Abadie [1] as a benchmark method based on which we will suggest our modified
synthetic control method in the next section. The synthetic control method [1] is a popular
causal inference method in evaluating the causal effect of some certain intervention on the
treat unit. It imputes the counterfactual by weighted averaging the outcomes of the control
units. In the synthetic control method, we take unit i = 1 for the treated unit, and other

units for the control units. A useful exemplary model for the potential outcome Yi(to) in [1]
is defined by a factor model:

Yl-(to) = 515 + GtZi + /\tﬂi + Eit, (4)

where Z; is a vector of p observable covariates and y; is a vector of unobserved factors
for unit i, &;; is a zero mean error term, and 6; and A; are the time-varying coefficients.
The weights for the control units, which are called the synthetic weights, are determined
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through balancing the properties of the units under or in the absence of the treatment
before the intervention. Suppose there exist (w3, ..., wj, ;) such that

J+1 J+1 J+1 J+1
Z;w]*)(ﬂ =Y11, Z;W;Y]Q:Yu,..., Z;w]*Y]TO :YlTo and Z;wj*ijll (5)
J= J= J= J=

In general, it is impossible to do as indicated in (5), so what we are trying to do is to
find a series of weights @ = (@, ...,@,1)" close to the weights w]* by approximation to
solve the equation:

@ = arg min [V« (X1 = Xow)|3 = (X1 = Xow) V(X1 - Xow), (6)

where || - [| stands for the L, Euclidean norm, w = (wy, ..., wj.1)’, with the notation ’ in
J+1

the superscript denoting the transpose of a vector or matrix, satisfies )’ w; =1 and w; >0
i=2

for 2 <i < J+1, X; is the vector that contains the pre-treatment outcomes Yy;, 1 < t < T,
and observable covariate Z; for the treated unit, and Xp is a (Tp + p) x ] matrix whose
j-th column vector contains the corresponding pre-treatment outcomes Yj;, 1 < t < Tp,
and observable covariate vector Z; for the control units, with p denoting the dimension

of the vector Z;. Here, Vy € RT0+P)*(To*P) js a pre-specified symmetric importance matrix
which grants different importance weights to the properties specified in (5) for the units.
To simplify the exposition and notation, V is set to be an identity matrix, that is with equal
importance weight for each equation in (5), in this paper as Ben-Michael et al. [11] did.

After the synthetic weights are determined as above, the potential outcomes of the
treated unit in the absence of the treatment can be estimated through the weighted averag-
ing of the observed outcomes of the control units:

~(0 J+1
Y =Sy for t> Ty (7)
i=2

Then, the causal effect of the intervention can be derived by comparing the estimated
potential with the observed outcomes of the treated unit, by noting that Yl(tl ) - Yq; for t > Ty,

=Yy, -, t>T. (8)

3. The Modified Synthetic Control Method

As introduced in the last section, the synthetic control method determines the synthetic
weights by balancing the outcomes Yj; and covariates Z; of the units under or in the absence
of the treatment before intervention time. In our real data example on mini-budget impact
below, Yj; is the daily stock market return series with unit i standing for individual country,
and Z; is the interest rate of the corresponding country i but depending on time t. Itis a
well known fact that the volatility of the stock-return series is often clustered; that is, while
returns themselves are uncorrelated, absolute returns or their squares display a positive,
significant and slowly decaying auto-correlation function [12], which is however not taken
into account by the conventional synthetic control method. We have hence followed
Granger and Ding [13] with the absolute return value seen as a local volatility measure.
In this section, we hence suggest a modified synthetic control method which additionally
considers the absolute value of the outcomes, standing for their local volatility. Thus,
in addition to the lagged terms of the outcome, as mentioned by Abadie [1], the absolute
value of the outcomes should also be taken into consideration while applying the synthetic
control method on interrupted time series problems [4], especially for financial time series.
Because there usually exists conditional heteroskedasticity in such time series as a very
important characteristic, ignoring it might affect the quality of the synthetic counterfactual



Mathematics 2024, 12, 3301

6 of 25

series. We will show the improvement of the modified synthetic control method over the
conventional synthetic control method through the empirical study in next section.

3.1. Form of the Modified Synthetic Control Method

For convenience, we have made the variables centralised with mean zero in discussion
of the modified synthetic control method, designed to infer the causal effect of an interven-
tion on series in time. We consider zero-mean stationary series th forunits j=1,2,---, ] +1,
in which the absolute value of these outcomes would be helpful and reasonable, with unit
j =1 for the treated unit and others for the control units. Specifically, we suppose there are
a series of weights (w;, ..., w}“ 1) that could make

J+1 J+1 J+1
Zg w;Yj = Y11, Zg w;Yp =Y, -, z; w; Yir, = Yir,,
j= j= j=

J+1 J+1 J+1
> wilVil=Yul, > wjYpl = Yaa|, - 3 wj[Yir,| = Vg, 9)
j=2 j=2 j=2

J+1 J+1

J+1
and z; wiZp =17, z; wiZp=12Zp, -, z; w; Zjt, = L1y,
j= j= j=

hold. Then, we try to find a series of weights @ = (o, ..., @) close to the weights w]* by
approximation to solve:

Ty J+1 5 J+1 5 P ® J+1 (K)\2
@= argmin > {01(Yy = Y w¥j)* +v2(Yuel = 30 wilYil)™+ Y vina(Zyy = 3 wiZi "), (10)
Wy,rmt0]4120, 121 i= =2 P =2
J+1

> w]-=1
j=2

where Zj(tk) represents for the k-th covariate of Z it forunitjattimet, k=1,--,p,and v1,0, -, Vps2
are the pre-specified group importance weight coefficients for each row group in (9), in the
same spirit (but a special case) of the importance matrix Vy in (6), which reflect the relative
importance of the synthetic control reproducing the values for each type of the predictors
in (9) for the treated unit (Abadie, 2021 [14]). In the following, all those v’s are just taken
as 1 for simplicity and ease. Then, similarly to the conventional synthetic control method,
after estimating the synthetic weights, the potential outcomes of the treated unit i = 1 in the
absence of the treatment can be estimated by:

. J+1
Y =Sy for t> T, (11)
i=2

following from which the estimated causal effect of the intervention at time t > Tj is:

A (0
Tt :Ylt_Yl(t)' (12)

The consistency property of such an estimator is given in the next subsection. In
Section 4, we test its performance in an empirical study and compare it with the conven-
tional synthetic control method.

3.2. Consistency of the Modified Synthetic Control Method

In terms of the theoretical results of the synthetic control method, some work has been
carried out for the estimated potential outcomes. Abadie et al. [1] proved that the bias of the
synthetic control estimator can be bounded by a function that goes to zero as the number of
pre-treatment periods increases. Chernozhukov et al. [5] regard the conventional synthetic
control estimator, which only considers the outcomes of the units, as a constrained least
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squares estimator and give the consistency of the estimated potential outcomes. Despite
these existing theories for the estimated potential outcomes, researchers seldom focus
on the limiting theorems of the synthetic weights, which are essential in synthetic-type
methods. Therefore, we tend to give the consistency property of the synthetic weights of
the modified synthetic control method which considers the absolute outcomes and the
relevant covariates, to fill this gap.

Like Chernozhukov et al. [5], we regard the synthetic control estimator as a constrained
least squared estimator, i.e., the non-negative least square estimator. Correspondingly to (9),
we define

Yi(t)) = (Ylt/ |Ylt|/ Zg}]/ ng]/ .. /ZE;]),/
Yor Yz ... Y
|Y[2t]\ |Y[3t]| - |Y][+]1 fl

1 1 1
Xt(o) =%y Zzy o Zpae |
R R
Zopy Ly o Zpay

w = (wy,w3,..., Wj1)"

and
& = (sf(Y)/st(|Y|),Et(Z[1])’...,gt(Z[p]))/

standing for the vector for the treated unit, the matrix that contains the vectors of the control
units, the vector of synthetic weights and the relevant residuals, respectively. According to
the equations given in (9), we have:

Yg(t)) = Xt(o)w + &t (13)
Then, the “true synthetic weights” w* are defined by minimising the population error:

* _ : (0) _ 3 (0) 2
w -argrurg{)115||Ylt =Xy w3, (14)

where the Ly norm | - | of a vector a is defined to be |a[, = v/aTa. Note that “true synthetic
weights” here refers to the population version of the weights defined by Equation (14),
where the population synthetic weight vector w* is defined by minimising the population
synthetic mean squared error. This does not mean that the synthetic regression model
based on the equations in (9) is true—it only means an optimal approximation in the sense
that the population synthetic mean squared error in Equation (14) is minimised.

To obtain the estimated synthetic weights by non-negative regression based on the pre-
intervention data ranging from ¢ = 1 to t = T;), we define the pre-intervention observations
of the treated unit to be:

pre _ (0)7 +,(0)/ (0)7vs
Y1 - (Yll ’le 7 Y1T0 ) (15)
and the matrix that contains pre-intervention observations of control units is:
0 0 0
ngre _ (Xg )leg ),/"'IX(TO),),‘ (16)

Since all the elements in the above vector and matrix are not affected by the interven-
tion before T, their observation values could be directly regarded as the potential outcomes.
Then, based on the observation data, we can estimate the synthetic weights through:

1 15
a . pre pre 2 (0) o) 2
@ = argmin —TOHY1 -X, w;= i ;:1 Y7 = X¢ w3 (17)
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In application, we can then normalise the estimator @ so that the summation of the
components equals 1. The estimation of the parameters is easily implemented by using the
function “Synth” of the “SyntheticControlMethods” package in Python (Version 3.8.2).

The following theorem shows that the estimator @ is a consistent estimator of w* as
the sample size Ty — oo.

Theorem 1. (1) Let (&) be the error term vector & = Yg?) - Xfo)w* that satisfies E[é&t] =

0, E[|le]|*] = o2 and E[||e¢|*] < 0. (2) {Yg?),XS))} is an wa-mixing stationary sequence,

with the mixing coefficient a(k) = sup gzt pere [P(AB)—~P(A)P(B)| — 0as k — oo, where
—oo/ t+k
Fl stands for the o-algebra (or intuitively an information set) of {Yg?),X]@)}sggt. (3) Let

1 1 To
V= X[’; "wr - X('; " w, with v being the sub-vector of v corresponding to ;, and TV, e= > Viep
0 0t=1

Further, vie; for t = 1,2, ... is an a-mixing series with its m;'xing coefficient a(n) < exp(—2cn) for a
M T
certain ¢ > 0. (4) There exists M = Mr, that satisfies 7= o(1) and ﬁOAL =0(1) . (5) Moreover,
0
the minimum eigenvalue of (X(’;' ey X(’; " denoted by Ayin, has positive lower bound A, > C > 0.
Then, @ is a consistent estimation of w*, that is:

~ P
w— w”, as Ty — oo.

Theoretically, it is hoped that an optimal approximation in (14) can be achieved to
generate the synthetic regression residuals that are the least informative (i.e., more like a
purely white noise) in the sample version for the estimator given by Equation (17). Clearly,
the consistency of the estimator given in Equation (17) converging to the population optimal
synthetic weight vector w* is theoretically important, ensuring that the sample version esti-
mator makes sense. Then, we can further conclude that the potential outcomes synthesised
by these consistent synthetic weights are consistent estimation of the potential outcomes.

4. Evaluating the Mini-Budget Policy on UK Stock Market: An Empirical Study

In this section, we take an empirical study to compare the performance of the modified
synthetic control method with the conventional synthetic control method in evaluating
the causal effect of “The Growth Plan” by the Truss government, widely referred to in the
media as a mini-budget.

4.1. Data

Here, we use the daily stock close index data of FTSE, DJI, FCHI, GDAXI, HSI, KS11,
IXIC, N225, STOXX, TWII, and SPXL from 2 February 2021 to 9 November 2022 as the raw
data and let 23 September 2022 be the intervention date when the mini-budget was deliv-
ered as a ministerial statement by the then Chancellor of the Exchequer, Kwasi Kwarteng.
All the stock market datasets are collected from Yahoo Finance using the Python package
“yfinance”. The stock price indexes are shown in Figure 1, where the red vertical line
represents the intervention time. We observe from this figure that most of the series are
non-stationary. To make these series stationary, we transfer the daily stock price data into
daily return data through r; = (P; — P;_1)/P;_1, where Py and P;_; are the daily closing prices
of the index on day t and t - 1, respectively. The time series of the daily return data all look
stationary as shown in Figure 2.

Since the stock trading is not done everyday, we regard 26 September 2022, which
is the first observable time point immediately following the intervention, as the first
post-intervention time point. Following the no anticipation contextual requirement by
Abadie [14], the synthetic control estimators may be biased if forward-looking economic
agents react in advance of the policy intervention, while backdating the intervention in
the data does not mechanically bias the estimator of the effect. Therefore, we backdate the
intervention to 5 September 2022 before Truss became prime minister when little of the
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anticipation effect can be expected. Additionally, on the one hand, since the stock trading
dates are slightly different in various countries, we take the intersection of the trading dates
of all the 11 stock indexes to unify the trading dates for them. Then, based on the unified
data, we can apply the synthetic control method to estimate the potential outcomes and
thus the causal effects. On the other hand, the trading dates are not consecutive, which may
lead to some problem while plotting the series, so we transfer the dates into consecutive
integers according to the date index (e.g., 20210202 with date index 0 and 20210203 with
date index 1, etc.) so that we obtain date consecutive stock index series.

35000

00w~

FA\\Q\ A V \/ i (‘”‘1 N A N/\ N
VAW My WAL S f MW AV
N m W[ A It
B VW v A\ i W \

------ ISE
)
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— GO
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— il
e
— W
STON
— T
— 9N

15000+

1000+

500

gl 5 1w A%] ZD‘D ZS‘H n IE‘D
Figure 1. The stock price indexes, with the red vertical line representing the intervention time.

In addition to the stock index daily return as the outcome, we also consider the interest
rate as the covariate while implementing the synthetic control method because among the
financial factors, changes in the interest rate level have very direct and rapid impact on
the stock market. Generally, when interest rates fall, stock prices rise; when interest rates
rise, stock prices fall. Moreover, due to the epidemic of COVID-19, a lot of governments
around the world have adopted quantitative easing policies to stimulate the economy,
which may lead to inflation. Therefore, after the epidemic stabilised, in order to avoid
hyperinflation, central banks started raising the interest rates to control inflation. And the
drastic rate hike policies must have significant influence on the stock market. Therefore,
in addition to daily return, we take the interest rate data of transaction currency for the
11 indexes as the covariate in synthetic control method. This means that we hope to
obtain a synthetic unit whose stock index and corresponding interest rate are close to the
properties for the FTSE. We will compare it with the observed FTSE series to estimate the
causal effect. The series of interest rates for the corresponding transaction currencies are
shown in Figure 3. After processing and summarising the data, we will apply the synthetic
control method, the modified synthetic control and synthetic difference in difference (SDID)
method, respectively, to evaluate the causal effect of mini-budget policy and compare
their performances.
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Figure 2. The stock index daily return series, where the red vertical lines represent the interven-

tion time.
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Figure 3. Interest rate series of the 7 currencies.

4.2. Evaluating the Causal Effect of the Mini-Budget by Conventional Synthetic Control

In this subsection, we tend to estimate the causal effect of the mini-budget through
the conventional synthetic control method. In order to evaluate the performance of
this method, we need to set a metric that could reflect the performance of the model.
Moraffah et al., 2021 [15] summarised some evaluation metrics, which can be used to mea-
sure the performance of a causal model in terms of causal discovery power or causal effect
inference power and three of the proposed metrics (mean squared error (MSE), F-test, and
T-test) are suitable to evaluate the performance of causal effect inference models; that is of
interest to us. Moreover, Abadie 2021 [14] suggests the root mean squared prediction error
(RMSPE) as the evaluation metric for synthetic control method which is equivalent to the
pre-intervention MSE. Therefore, in this empirical study, we select MSE as the metric to
evaluate the performance of the causal inference methods, which compares the estimated
potential outcome series with the pre-intervention ground truth series by taking the average
of the squared differences at each pre-intervention time.

By applying conventional synthetic control method, which balances both the stock
index daily return and the corresponding interest rate, we could obtain the synthetic
weights and estimate the potential daily returns of FTSE in the absence of the effect of
mini-budget policy after its implementation time. Based on the synthetic control result, only
FCHI and STOXX are selected from the 10 control indexes to synthesise FTSE with estimated
synthetic weights 0.6534 and 0.3465, respectively. In detail, the potential outcomes of FTSE
after intervention could be estimated by:

FTSE; =0.653443 « FCHI; + 0.346471 « STOXX; for t>Ty (18)

with the synthetic weights determined by:

To J+1 ) J+1 )
arg min Z (Yy - Z lefjt) + (1 - Z ‘Uﬂ’jt) ’ (19)
W, Wy 4120, t=1 j=2 j=2
J+1
Z w]':1

j=2
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where Yj; represents the daily return of FTSE, while Yj; for j > 2 represents the daily returns
of other stock indexes except FTSE, and rj; denotes the corresponding interest rate of the
currency used by stock index j at time t. When j = 1, r1; represents the interest rate of the
currency used by FTSE, which is GBP.

As the synthetic result shown in Figure 4, we could observe that the pre-intervention
fitness of the conventional synthetic control method is fairly good. Especially in terms of
the growing or declining trend, the synthetic series could follow the true series closely.
However, it is obvious that the volatility of the synthetic series is usually higher than that
of the real series, with higher peaks and lower valleys. This implies the conventional
synthetic control method cannot accurately capture the fluctuation property of the true
series. Moreover, in terms of the middle panel in Figure 4, the scale of the residuals across
time is not stable, which implies there exists heteroskedasticity in the residual series and this
may affect our inference on the causal effect. In terms of the performance of the synthetic
control method, the MSE of daily return is 0.40561, with the number of pre-intervention
period Ty = 327. In addition to the MSE, we also test the autocorrelation of both the
squared true FTSE daily returns and the squared synthetic FTSE daily returns. As shown
in Figures 5 and 6 we could observe that the autocorrelation characteristics of the squared
true FTSE daily return series, which has first- and third-order autocorrelations, and the
squared synthetic FTSE daily return series by the conventional synthetic control method
are significantly different. This phenomenon can further support our conjecture that the
synthetic series produced by the conventional synthetic control method is not able to cover
the heteroskedasticity of the original series.

FTSE vs. Synthetic FTSE

Rate

~-- Synthetic FTSE

| f:

Date.

Pointwise Effects

Rat
L
°
H

--- Synthetic FTSE
— FTse

Date.

Cumulative Effects

A o

Rate

V

intervention ————>"

100 150 200 250 300 350
Date

Figure 4. Conventional synthetic result. Top panel: FTSE return shown by the solid blue line and
conventional synthetic FTSE shown by the red dotted line. Middle panel: the blue solid line after
intervention represents the estimated individual treatment effects for each date. The red dotted line
illustrates the treatment effect on the conventional synthesised potential outcome which is obviously
always 0. Bottom panel: The blue line after intervention represents the cumulative effect for the
treated unit until certain dates.
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Figure 5. Autocorrelation of the squared FTSE daily return series.
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Figure 6. Autocorrelation of the squared daily return series by conventional synthetic control
(FTSE; = 0.653443 « FCHI; +0.346471 » STOXX}).

Considering the causal effect of the mini-budget, we select the period between 26
September 2022 and 4 November 2022, which contains the next 30 trading days after the
intervention, as the affected period and regard the accumulated causal effect during this
period as the metric to evaluate the effect caused by the mini-budget policy. The result
by the conventional synthetic control method illustrates that the accumulated effect of the
mini-budget policy on FTSE return is ™ = -0.04607 in the next 30 trading days. This is
the accumulated causal effect on the daily return, while when transferred to index data,
the effect will be more significant. And we will show the potential index after intervention
through conventional and modified synthetic control methods and compare them in the
next subsection.
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4.3. Evaluating the Causal Effect of Mini-Budget by the Modified Synthetic Control

After applying the conventional synthetic control method in the last subsection, we
notice that the heteroskedasticity of the series is not considered by the conventional method,
which may affect the quality of the synthetic potential outcomes. Therefore, in this section,
we use the modified synthetic control method to overcome this problem. Compared to the
conventional synthetic control method, the modified synthetic control method additonally
considers the absolute value of the outcome as a covariate while determining the synthetic
weights. By the modified synthetic control method, we obtain different synthetic weights
from the conventional synthetic control method. The result illustrates that, different from
the conventional method, STOXX and N225 are chosen from the donor pool, which contains
all the control units, with synthetic weights 0.873342 and 0.126635, respectively. In detail,
the potential outcomes of FTSE after intervention are estimated by:

FTSE; =0.873342 » STOXX; +0.126635 + N225; for t> Ty (20)

with the synthetic weights determined by:

Ty J+1 J+1 , J+1 ,

argmm PR Zw] ]t) + (Y1 - Zw]| )"+ (e = ) wirje)” (21)
- Wi120, =1 j=2 j=2

]+1

Zw
j=2

where Yj; also represents the daily return of stock index i at time ¢ and r;; denotes the
corresponding interest rate of the currency used by stock index j at time ¢t. Corresponding
to Equation (10), the choice of v;’s in this real data analysis are just taken as 1 for simplicity,
and there seems to be no particular prior information telling us which equation in (9)
should be more considered.

By comparing the modified synthetic result in Figure 7 to the conventional synthetic
result in Figure 4, we can see in the top panel that the synthetic FTSE series fits the true FTSE
series better than the result by conventional synthetic control during the pre-intervention
period, especially at the peaks and valleys of the series. This implies that the fluctuation of
the synthetic series is well controlled to be more similar to the fluctuation of the true FTSE
series by the modified synthetic control method. And we tend to attribute this progress
to the introduction of the absolute return, which could help control the volatility of the
synthetic series. In terms of the second panel above, we can observe that the fluctuation
scale of pre-intervention fitting error series is much more stable than the pre-intervention
error series produced by conventional synthetic control, which implies that the error series
is essentially homoskedastic. This means that the conditional heteroskedasticity of the
original series is covered by the modified synthetic control method. In order to further
demonstrate the advantage of the modified synthetic control method in terms of its ability
to cover the conditional heteroskedasticity, we also test the autocorrelation of squared
residuals by the conventional synthetic control method and the modified synthetic control
method shown in Figures 8 and 9, respectively.

According to the two autocorrelograms, we could easily observe that the residual
series by modified synthetic control outperforms the residual series by the conventional
synthetic control method since there is no significant autocorrelation of the squared residual
series by modified synthetic control while for the conventional synthetic control, the auto-
correlation of its squared residual series is relatively more significant. This means that the
left heteroskedasticity in the residual series is not expressed by the conventional method
and might lead to worse inference of the causal effect. Interestingly, our modified synthetic
control generates less informative residuals (i.e., more like a purely white noise) than the
residuals from the conventional synthetic control, as indicated in Figures 8 and 9. In this
sense, our modified synthetic control is preferred.
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Figure 7. Modified synthetic result. Top panel: FTSE return shown by the solid blue line and modified
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the treatment effect on the modified synthesised potential outcome which is obviously always 0.

Bottom panel: The blue line after intervention represents the cumulative effect for the treated unit
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Figure 8. Autocorrelation of the squared residuals by the conventional synthetic control method

(FTSE; = 0.653443 « FCHI; + 0.346471 « STOXX;).
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Figure 9.  Autocorrelation of squared residuals by modified synthetic control method
(FTSE; = 0.873342 + STOXX; + 0.126635 * N225;).

Moreover, turning to the goodness of fit of and causal inference result by the modified
synthetic control model, the MSE of daily return is 0.2480, which is reduced by 40%
compared to the MSE of the conventional synthetic control method with MSE = 0.4056.
This implies that the introduction of absolute return in the modified synthetic control
method could significantly improve the pre-treatment fit of the conventional synthetic
control method at least in this empirical study. In terms of the estimated causal effect of
the mini-budget by this modified method, as we do for the conventional synthetic control
method, we still select the period between 26 September 2022 and 4 November 2022, which
contains the next 30 trading days after the intervention, as the affected period and regard
the accumulated causal effect during this period as a metric to evaluate the causal effect.
According to the comparison between observed outcomes of FTSE and synthetic outcomes
by the modified synthetic control method, we conclude that the causal effect of the mini-
budget on the FTSE index return is " = -0.0220, which is less than half of the estimation
result by the conventional synthetic control method. And based on the performances of
both of these synthetic control methods, we tend to conclude that the conventional synthetic
control method significantly overestimates the scale of the causal effect by the mini-budget
policy compared to the modified synthetic control method, which has both lower MSE and
better homoskedastic properties.

To demonstrate the difference between the two synthetic control methods more clearly,
we transfer the daily return data back into stock index daily close price data. Since the
intervention was taken on 23 September 2022, we let the last trading day before intervention
(22 September 2022) be the starting point and calculate the estimated synthetic index
through multiplying (1 + r) with the last day’s close index where r is the synthetic daily
return. The comparison among the true FTSE index series and two synthetic series are
shown in Figure 10.

As shown in the figure, it is obvious that after promulgating the mini-budget policy,
there is a sharp decrease in the FTSE index, which is likely to be caused by the mini-budget
to a large extent, while also by other factors to some mild extend. Our target in the causal
effect inference is to precisely estimate the effect of the intervention of our interest while
eliminating the effect of other factors. Thus, the question here is how much of the change
comes from the mini-budget intervention. Therefore, we apply conventional and modified
synthetic control methods to construct the potential outcome series of FTSE which are
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shown by the yellow line and green line, respectively. In the next 5 trading days after
intervention, 337-341 (26 September 2022 to 5 October 2022), the three indexes experience
similar decrease trends. However, they begin to show significant difference from their
rebounding at 342, where the two synthetic FTSE series have more substantial growth
while the real FTSE just rises a little. After the rising trend, although the three series all
experience similar downtrends until 346 (10 December 2022), the divergence among the
three series still stays almost stable. After 346, even if all the three series grow rapidly,
the differences among them become larger because of different growth rates. Considering
the previous conclusion of the two synthetic control models, the green line generated by
modified SC model should be the best estimation of the potential outcomes in terms of
both the perspective of pre-treatment fit and its ability to control heteroskedasticity of
residual series. Therefore, we reasonably think that the conventional synthetic control
model seriously overrates the potential outcomes of the FTSE index after intervention and
thus overestimates the scale of the causal effect caused by the mini-budget policy on the
UK stock market. And the milder causal effect estimation given by the modified synthetic
control is considered to be more reasonable.
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Figure 10. Comparison of the synthetic series and observed FTSE series.

4.4. Evaluating the Causal Effect of the Mini-Budget by Synthetic Difference in Difference

In addition to the comparison between the two synthetic control methods, we also tend
to compare them with synthetic difference in difference method (SDID) in this subsection
to see their performance in average causal effect inference. Synthetic DID is a causal in-
ference method proposed by Arkhangelsky et al., 2021 [16], which combines the ideas of
both synthetic control and difference in differences. It does not require one to synthesise
a series to fit the observed treated series very well by the control series like the synthetic
control method while the synthetic DID tends to synthesise a series parallel to the observed
treated series. In other words, it can accept a fixed intercept in the linear synthetic, and then
apply the difference in difference (DID) method (see Bowers et al. [17]; Abadie [18]; Call-
away et al. [19]; Card et al. [20]; Bertrand et al. [21]) on the parallelised series to eliminate the
effect of confounding factors while estimating the causal effect. Moreover, different from the
conventional synthetic control which gives a potential outcome series after intervention by
weighted averaging the control unit series, synthetic DID additionally weights the outcomes
along the time and gives an integrated result as an estimation of the average treatment effect.
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However, although learning good properties of synthetic control and DID, the synthetic DID
omits an important property from synthetic control, that SDID does not consider covariates
while determining the weights. The target of the synthetic control method is not only to
generate an outcome series which matches the observed series very well but one that also
requires the covariates of the synthetic unit match the observed treated unit’s covariates well,
through which we can obtain a similar unit to the observed treated unit in terms of every
aspect except for the treatment assignment; thus, the influence of the confounding factors
could be effectively eliminated. However, SDID only considers the outcome series and does
not care about the covariates, which means that although SDID uses a synthetic framework
similar to synthetic control, the basic idea of SDID is not essentially the same as the idea
of synthetic control. SDID does not try to eliminate the influence of confounding factors
through constructing a perfect unit with outcomes and covariates similar to the treated unit
like the synthetic control method does; it instead makes use of the idea of DID to eliminate
the confounding factors after the parallel assumption is well prepared by the synthetic idea.

The integrated result by SDID represents the fixed causal effect of intervention on the
treated unit at any time ¢ for ¢ > Tyy. Therefore, the result can be compared with the average
causal effect T estimated by the two synthetic control methods. The causal effect series for a
long time after the intervention is not stationary as shown by the previous synthetic control
method results, which means the causal effects along the time may not have the same
expectation. Therefore, the mean value for such a non-stationary series without identical
expectation is not sufficient to be a metric to evaluate the causal effect. Thus, we tend to
select a relative short period after intervention, during which the expectation of the causal
effects at different times are similar to each other, then the average causal effect could be
regarded as a reasonable metric to evaluate the causal effect of the mini-budget. So the
average causal effect in the next five trading days after intervention is considered as a
metric to evaluate the average causal effect of the mini-budget policy. We apply SDID on
the FTSE daily return series ending at 341 (30 September 2022) by using the R (Version 4.2.1)
package “synthdid” to estimate the average causal effect of the mini-budget. By limiting
the time period before 341 we can calculate the conditional mean treatment effect in the
next five trading days after the intervention using SDID, the conventional synthetic control
method and the modified synthetic control method. The synthetic result by SDID is shown
in Figure 11 and the synthetic weights including period weights and unit weights are
shown in Table 1. In terms of the result produced by SDID, the estimated average treatment
effect of the mini-budget is Tsprp = —0.00329. And we tend to take the standard error of the
estimators, like Arkhangelsky et al. [16] did, as a metric to evaluate them so that the results
from different methods could be compared reasonably. The estimation results and standard
errors of the average treatment effects based on these three methods are demonstrated in
Table 2. We could see that the modified synthetic control method outperforms the other two
methods in terms of the standard error. In causal inference problems, less standard error
usually implies that more confounding factors are considered; thus, the estimation result of
causal effect is more stable and reliable. On the one hand, compared to the conventional
synthetic control method, the modified synthetic control decreases the standard error of
the conventional synthetic control method by about 50%, which implies that in estimating
the average causal effect, the modified synthetic control method still outperforms the
conventional synthetic control method significantly. On the other hand, in terms of the
comparison between the modified synthetic control method and SDID, their standard
errors are similar to each other and the modified synthetic control method even slightly
outperforms SDID, which is especially designed for average causal effect inference. This
might imply that when the suitable covariates are selected, the modified synthetic control
method could also have a very good performance in estimating the average causal effect
while the performance of conventional synthetic control is not desirable enough.



Mathematics 2024, 12, 3301

19 of 25

synthetic control —— treated

0.025
0.000
-0.025
-0.050
4 “ J\ L 4 |\ .'uﬁ n 4
0 100 200 300
Figure 11. The synthetic control DID result.
Table 1. The period weights and unit weights of the SDID.
Unit Weights Period Weights
Name Weight Time Weight
FCHI 0.124 4 0.020
STOXX 0.126 10 0.027
GDAXI 0.121 16 0.127
KS11 0.103 50 0.018
DJI 0.107 54 0.100
TWII 0.101 122 0.022
N225 0.102 173 0.027
HSI 0.099 187 0.078
IXIC 0.078 220 0.037
223 0.017
227 0.041
269 0.087
271 0.040
275 0.253
282 0.020
Table 2. Average causal effect estimation by the 3 methods.
Conventional SC Modified SC SDID
Average causal effect -0.00608 -0.00431 -0.00329
Stand error 0.00317 0.00156 0.00175

5. Conclusions

This study proposed a modified synthetic control method which can improve the
causal inference ability of the conventional synthetic control method. Compared to the
conventional synthetic control method, the modified method additionally considers the
absolute value of the outcomes to control the volatility of the synthetic series, which can
effectively improve the performance of the conventional synthetic control. Motivated by
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the heteroskedasticity of the time series, widely found in financial time series data but
not considered by the conventional synthetic control method, we propose the modified
synthetic control method to bridge this gap and introduce its framework and the synthetic
weight determination process with the theoretical consistency of the synthetic weights
determined by it established.

By the proposed method, we carry out an empirical study in evaluating the causal
effect of the mini-budget policy on the UK stock market to test the performance of the
modified synthetic control method. According to the empirical study result, the modified
synthetic control method significantly outperforms the conventional synthetic control in
terms of not only the pre-treatment fitness, illustrated by the pre-treatment MSE, but also
covering the heteroskedasticity of the pre-treatment residual series. The autocorrelation re-
sult demonstrates that there exists no autocorrelation of the squared pre-treatment residual
series by the modified synthetic control method, while the squared pre-treatment residual
series by the conventional synthetic control method is still obviously autocorrelated. This
implies that the conditional heteroskedasticity of the true pre-treatment series, which is not
covered by the conventional synthetic control method, has been reasonably characterised by
the modified synthetic control method. These two aspects of progress reflect the superiority
of the modified synthetic control method.

In addition, we also apply the synthetic difference in difference method in the empirical
study as a comparison with the modified synthetic control method to show its ability
in estimating the average treatment effect. The empirical study result illustrates that
the modified synthetic control method performs best among the three methods, at least
in this empirical study under reasonable settings. This means that if we could select
relatively reasonable covariates, the modified synthetic control method could even perform
better than SDID in the average causal effect estimation, which is specifically designed for
average treatment effect estimation while the conventional synthetic control method is not.
This result further demonstrates the advantage of the modified synthetic control method
especially while comparing to the conventional synthetic control method and also shows
its potential ability in estimating the average causal effect.
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Appendix A

To prove Theorem 1, we need the following lemma of Bernstein’s inequality.

Lemma A1l. Let (U;);»1 be a strong mixing sequence of centred real-valued and bounded random
variables satisfying that for a certain c > 0, a(n) < exp(-2cn) and sup,,, |U;| < M. Then, there is
a constant Cs that only depends on c such that for all n > 4 and x > 0:

C3x2
nM? + Mx(logn)(loglog n))'

p(ISn] > x) < exp(- (A)

n
where S, = Y. U;.
i=1

This lemma is quoted from Merlevede et al., 2009 [22].
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Proof of Theorem 1. To obtain the optimal estimation of @, we define the empirical
loss function:

- 1
L(w) = TOHYl'm -X{"wl3,
thus the expected loss function is:
L(w) = E[L(w)].
Then, based on the definition of the true synthetic weights w*, we have:
7 1 * 1 * *
L(w) = ?0H<X5’”w ve) - Xy wlj = ¢ X3 w* - X3 wl3 + |el3 - 2(X) " w* - X] " w)'e)
and
L(w) = *(HX'Ww* - X{"wl3+ E[flel3)) = *(HXW =X w3+ Too?).
In terms of | |3, we apply the law of large number (LLN):

1

2P 2
=&l = 0"
TOH I3

Turning to the term 2(X]"“w* - X} w)'e, we first let X} w* - X} w = v, thus:

1 1%
—v'e=—>vle
Ty Toizzlvl i

1T
We could decompose Togl vig; into two parts: Letting U; = vg;I(|v)e;| < M/2) - Ev]g;ll
(Ivieil < M/2) and V; = vie; - U; = vigil(|vie;| > M/2) - Evigl(|viej| > M/2), we have

M? T
where M = My, satisfying T = o(1) and ﬁi =0(1) as stated in the assumption.
0

For the first part of the above equation with St, = ZiT:Ol U;, we apply the Bernstein
inequality for the a-mixing series proposed by Merlevede et al. (2009 [22], Theorem 1) as
we have given in Lemma A1l:

C3X2
nM? + Mx(logn)(loglog n))

p(ISn] 2 x) < exp(-

for all n > 4 and x > 0, where S, represents the sum of a sequence of dependent and
bounded random variables (Uy, k > 1). (Uj);s1 is a strong mixing sequence of centred
and bounded random variables satisfying that, for a certain ¢ > 0, a(n) < exp(-2cn) and
sup;,,; |U;| < M and the constant C3 only depends on c.

‘Thus, we have:

1 TO To
Pz 2 Uil > ) = p(13, Uil > Toe)
0i=1 i

Cs Tge2
ToM? + ToMe(log Tp) (log log TO))

<exp(-
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1 X u C3To€2
_ > _
p(|Tol; i 2 €) < exp( M2+Me(logT0)(loglogT0))

for any T > 4, ¢ > 0 and Cj3 is a constant depending on c. It is obvious that

C3 To€2
M? + Me(log Ty) (log log Tp)

— —oo when Ty — oo,
which means:
. 1 T
limy;,— o p(|7= X Uj| > €) = 0 for any e > 0.
Toi=1

Therefore, we can conclude that:
To

1 p
—>» U;| —0.
|To; il

In terms of the second part, we have:

15
P(?Z vieill([viei] > M/2) > e) < P( max_|vig;[I(|[vie;| > M/2) > e)
0 i-1 l=1,...,T0
Ty
<Y P(lvigill(|viei] > M/2) > e) = ToP(|vie;i[I(|viei| > M/[2) > e)
ia

for any e > 0. It is obvious that when [v]g;| > M/2, we always have |vie;[I(|vie;| > M/2) > e
and when |vg;| < M/2, [vigi|I(|vigj| > M/2) = 0 < e. Therefore, P(|vie;[I(|vie;| > M/2) > e) <
P(|vigi| > M/2). Then, we continue the above equation:

ToP(|vieill(lviei| > M/2) > e) < ToP(|viei| > M/2)

E[|viei*]
< 4TO T’
: o . . . To

where the inequality is obtained by Markov’s inequality. As we have assumed that Ve o(1),
and E[e;*] < oo, which implies E[|v’e;|*] < co. Then, it could be concluded that:
E[|viei]

To e

-0,

which means:

1D / / p
?02 vieill(|vieil > M/2) — 0.
i=1

1 T

Thus, |? ZO Vil b 0, and based on the convergence to 0 in probability of the two parts,
0i=1

we have:

1 . p
?O(X(’)mw - Xg”ew)'e 0.
Therefore, it is obvious for us to conclude that:
L(w) LA L(w) as Ty — oo.

After proofing that the empirical loss function is convergent to the expected loss
function, we need further to give the uniform convergence of the empirical loss function to

J+1
the expected loss function. For convenience, we denote W = {w eRY [wi|=1,w; > 0}.
i=2
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Since W is compact, it can be covered by a finite number K of cubes I, ¢ W with centres
wy satisfying |w — wi|| < 0 for any 6 > 0 and w ¢ Ii. To give the uniform convergence of the
empirical loss function to the expected loss function, we hope:

A P
sup |L(w) - L(w)[ — 0.
weWw

Denote G(w) by:

A 1
G(w) = L(w) - L(w) = ?O[HS\I% —2(X) W - X w)e] - 7,

we can further give the inequality of G(w):

sup |G(w)] = max |G(wy)]| + max sup |G(w) - G(wg)]-
weW 1<k<K 1<k<K e,

For the first term, based on the pointwise convergence of L(w), we could conclude
that max IG(wy)| = 0p(1). Turning to the second term, for convenience, we first define:
1<k<K

2 pre 1
H(w) = |G(w) - G(wy)| = || ?O[XO (w-wg)]'e|.
Thus, we can derive that:
H(w) = /X2 (@ - wy)]
T, 0 ks

By Cauchy-Schwarz inequality, we have:

2
H(w) < ?OH.S,XSWEH | - wil.-

2
For the first term THS’ Xg’ ™| in the above equation, we have:
0

2 2 Ty
e xPre| - ',X-(O)
TOHS o Toi:lea hd
18 0
I Yl b'e
TO;|£1 i |
1 b 0
<23 el IX{”] = C,
0 =1

where C is a finite constant. Turning to the second term ||w — wy |, we have:
|w-wil <6
for any 6 > 0 and w ¢ I;. Thus, we could conclude that:

H(w) = 0,(9).
2y sup (w) = 0p(9)

Thus:

sup [G(w)| < max [G(wy)| +Op(0) = 0p(1) + Op(9),
weWwW 1<k<K
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which means:
sup |£(w) - L(w)] > 0.
weW
Then, we can conclude that L(w) is uniformly convergent to L(w).
Given that the empirical loss function is uniformly convergent to the expected loss func-
tion, we need to proof its strong convexity to ensure the loss function has a unique minimum
point. Returning to the expected loss function L(w), we can calculate its Hessian matrix:

V2L(w) = X" XP".
It is obvious that for any non-zero vector a, we have:
a'v2L(w)a = a'(X(’)legm)a = (Xéma)'(Xé”ea) = HXé’reaH2 >0,

which means V2L(w) is positive definite. Then, based on the assumption as we assumed
that the minimum eigenvalue of X(’; re'Xg ", denoted by A,,;,, has positive lower bound
Amin > C, we could conclude that the expected loss function L(w) is strongly convex, which
means L(w) has a unique minimum point. Therefore, based on the above results that
the empirical loss function converges to the expected loss function and the expected loss
function has a unique minimum point, we can conclude that:
oL w,

which implies that @ is a consistent estimation of w*. Thus, the consistency of the synthetic
weight estimation has been given. [0
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