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The ‘Common Heritage of (Hu)Mankind’ Principle and its Implications for

the Governance of Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction

What are the implications of
the inclusion of the CHM
principle in the BBN]J
Agreement?

The BBNJ Agreement was
adopted in 2023 on the
conservation and sustainable
use of marine biological
diversity of areas beyond
national jurisdiction.

Will Marine Genetic Resources
fall under the CHM or the
freedom of the high seas?

A major point of contention

between the global north and (IR Inter- and
lobal h he inclusi PUrposes Intragener

of the common heritage of equity building and

humankind (CHM) principle (Art. m;‘,’argg‘;’,gnt techno;osy
7(b)) and its application to system
marine-genetic resources
(MGRs). Access and
benefit-
sharing
My research aims to illustrate ) N?Q : Deep Seabed Dumbo Octopus
that the CHM applies to MGRs F:ﬂior?

and it defines the elements that
should be met to ensure the
proper implementation of the

CHM.

It is further argued that Develop a normative framework
Sustainable Development Goal that will assist us in protecting
14 (conserve and sustainably the marine environment in

use the oceans, seas and areas beyond national

marine resources for jurisdiction.

sustainable development) and
the CHM are mutually
reinforcing, which could help
guide how the CHM should be
Implemented in light of its
inclusion in the BBN]
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