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chosen) family members with dementia. We also found over 
half of SGM-DCs report not living with their care recipient. 
Using population-based data, we found a larger number of 
SGM-DCs who report caring for a grandparent with de-
mentia compared with non-SGM–DCs (17% vs. 4%, respect-
ively). SGM-DCs of chosen family members were more likely 
to report providing care for fewer than five years and fewer 
than 8 hours per week. Our analyses did not find significant 
differences in physical or mental health outcomes between 
traditional and non-traditional SGM-DCs. We highlight 
areas for future research exploring divergent support needs 
between traditional and non-traditional family caregivers, as 
well as related implications for health policy and interven-
tion efforts to promote the health of SGM-DCs. Historical 
changes in dementia caregiving related to changes in family 
structure should also be examined in future research.
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The Gerontological Society of America (GSA) Board 
of Directors approved the formation of a committee to 
explore the creation of GSA Student Chapters. As of aca-
demic year 2023-24, Phase II of the GSA Student Chapter 
project is underway and going strong. In this symposium, 
four GSA student chapter advisors will be presenting on their 
journey as an advisor in their second year of this project, 
or just starting up a chapter. The topics will cover under-
graduate, post-graduate, and graduate students, as well as 
students focused on gerontology and health professions 
education. Presentations include: (1) Opportunities for 
Integrating Sigma Phi Omega Honor Society Chapter with 
a GSA Student Chapter; (2) Starting a GSA Student Chapter 
with Post-Graduate Students in the UK: Opportunities 
and Challenges; (3) GSA Student Chapter as a Gateway 
to Undergraduate Student Understanding of Professional 
Organization Involvement; and (4) Health Professions and 
Medical Education: How the GSA Student Chapter Enhances 
Professionalism and Networking.
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Marilyn Gugliucci, University of New England College of 
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The University of New England College of Osteopathic 
Medicine (UNE COM) has had a Geriatrics Club since 2003. 
This club then became recognized as an American Geriatrics 
Society (AGS) Student Chapter in 2006. In 2022, we also 
participated as a pilot GSA Student Chapter. The benefits 
of being a chapter of either one or two national organiza-
tions positions students for national student memberships, 
national resources, and networking opportunities. The AGS 
provides practice materials and skills information to the med-
ical students. However, GSA provides opportunities beyond 
research presentations and publications, with approximately 

1200 of GSA members connected to the Emerging Scholars 
and Professional Organization (ESPO). This applies to all 
health professions students and includes interprofessional 
opportunities. With a strong support system and mentoring 
system within ESPO, The GSA Student Chapter provides ad-
vancement in learning skills, attitudes and knowledge, along 
with an extensive network of fellow students and practi-
tioners to support their undergraduate (pre-clinical and clin-
ical) health professions education. This prepares students for 
their health professions careers by providing national organ-
izational connections that they can rely on throughout their 
careers. Forming a GSA Student Chapter for health profes-
sions students, regardless of the type of health professions 
program will be shared and sample programs and events in 
palliative care, geriatrics and gerontology will be presented.
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The University of Utah Gerontology Interdisciplinary 
Program (GIP) has had an active Sigma Phi Omega chapter, 
Alpha Chi, for decades. Students are enrolled in one of our 
five programs: 1) Master of Science in Gerontology (MSG), 2) 
MSG/ Master in Physician Assistant Studies (MPAS) dual de-
gree, 3) Graduate Certificate in Gerontology, 4) Undergraduate 
Certificate in Gerontology, and 5) Minor in Gerontology. 
Students are invited to join Alpha Chi in the second semester 
of their program. Alpha Chi’s Executive Committee ideally 
contains a student President, a student Secretary, and a student 
Treasurer; sometimes these positions are held by one or two 
students. The Alpha Chi Executive Committee is supported by 
a faculty advisor, who holds the position for several years. To 
integrate a GSA Student Chapter with our SPO local chapter, 
we began by following the guidelines in the GSA Student 
Chapter Handbook. Our process included application for a stu-
dent group recognition on campus, verifying that our current 
Executive Committee members were student members of GSA, 
spreading the word through a variety of pathways, and en-
suring that our events and projects were co-sponsored by Alpha 
Chi Chapter and GSA Student Chapter. This presentation will 
discuss both process and outcomes of the integration, including 
more students being involved earlier and more students being 
introduced to GSA student benefits, including ESPOs offerings.
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As the global aging population continues to expand, 
there is a growing demand for professionals skilled in ger-
ontology. To meet this need, the creation of Gerontological 
Society of America (GSA) Student Chapters within Higher 
Education Institutions (HEIs) has emerged as a pioneering 
initiative to support and cultivate emerging gerontology pro-
fessionals. The University of Southampton, home to the UK’s 
sole Department of Gerontology, was invited to establish a 
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GSA Student Chapter in the 2023-24 academic year. While 
enthusiastic about the opportunity to deepen student en-
gagement with the GSA, initiating a GSA Student Chapter 
within a postgraduate-focused program posed challenges. 
This endeavor involved strategic engagement efforts to re-
cruit postgraduate students specializing in aging studies, and 
to organize activities to establish and formally affiliate the 
new Student Chapter with the University of Southampton. 
The initiative aimed to foster professional development in 
education, research, advocacy, policy, and sciences related 
to aging. Affiliation with GSA undoubtedly enriches the car-
eers of postgraduate students by providing access to a global 
network of experts, mentorship opportunities, international 
connections, and a comprehensive toolkit for aging studies. 
In this session, Dr Dalia Tsimpida, Faculty Advisor of the 
newly established GSA Student Chapter at the University of 
Southampton, will discuss the rewarding experiences and 
challenges encountered in launching and establishing the 
Student Chapter. Attendees will be prompted to consider why 
and how a GSA Student Chapter can effectively engage post-
graduate students specializing in aging studies, and how such 
chapters can be integrated into their respective Institutions.
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The Portland State University Student Chapter has created 
networking events for students across Oregon, and under-
graduate students are especially important to the chapter. 
Due to the GSA annual meeting in Seattle, our chapter had 
the unique opportunity to educate students across the Pacific 
Northwest as to the importance of professional organization 
membership. In partnership with the Oregon Gerontological 
Association (OGA), Western Oregon University (WOU), and 
Portland Community College (PCC), our chapter created an 
educational event regarding the structure, events, and bene-
fits of GSA. Undergraduate students may differ in their know-
ledge and understanding of opportunities they perceive to be 
beyond their educational level. For this reason, our Careers 
in Aging Month (CIAM) event focused on membership in 
the larger GSA organization with support from the Emerging 
Scholars Professional Organization (ESPO) section within 
GSA. We highlighted potential differences for undergraduate 
students, including the new change that allows these students 
to gain GSA membership for free. This presentation will ex-
plain chapter activities designed to encourage undergraduate 
student membership as well as provide suggestions to recruit 
and engage undergraduate student members.
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This symposium discusses various approaches from five 
different countries that enable Aging in Place (AIP) through 
housing and community. The achievement of AIP depends 
on the institutional and cultural context. A study from New 
Zealand focuses on making new small homes accessible, and 
shows while accessible design is considered good design, not 
everyone understands it. User-centered accessible design is 
not commonly used, and trade-offs exist between accessi-
bility, affordability, and size. A Korean study examines lone-
liness in older women living alone in a rural senior cohousing 
community. The findings show senior cohousing helps pro-
tect against loneliness by serving as a community hub for 
gathering, sharing, and caring. A Japanese study found 
“IBASHO” activities (i.e., place-based specific activities) 
help promote permanent community living in marginalized 
communities at higher risk of depopulation. Participating in 
such activities makes residents feel at ease in their commu-
nity, even if they live alone or have poor health. A Canadian 
study discussed the development of a Naturally-Occurring 
Retirement Community (NORC) in Vancouver, formed 
by East Asian older adults who could not travel abroad 
due to border closures during the pandemic. The study ex-
plores the health-promoting nature of mutuality and its po-
tential for population-level spillover effects on community 
well-being beyond the direct reach of formal programs. The 
last study from Hong Kong found significant improvements 
in perceived age-friendliness, with the greatest improvements 
among low-income older adults. The empirical knowledge 
from these studies offers valuable insights into a context-
ually rich understanding of a wide range of housing and 
communities.
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How did East Asians who were retiring abroad cope 
with the pandemic? This paper traces the development of 
a Naturally-Occurring Retirement Community (NORC) 
in Vancouver through the efforts of various community 
organizations. As borders closed during the pandemic, 
a group of community-dwelling East Asian older adults 
found themselves remaining in Metro Vancouver through 
the winter. They formed a group chat and began regular 
video chats. They shared virtual events, supermarket deals, 
and neighbourhood walks. A younger member stepped up 
to ask after members of the informal group whom were 
absent or unwell. Topics of discussions ranged from the 
wellbeing of members and their spouses, securing medical 
appointments, translating forms to be filled, friends back 
home, leisure activities, and the lives of their children or 
grandchildren. The group was formally served by facilita-
tors of a seniors’ club at a non-profit. At the same time, 
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