
 

 

University of Southampton Research Repository 

Copyright © and Moral Rights for this thesis and, where applicable, any accompanying data are 

retained by the author and/or other copyright owners. A copy can be downloaded for personal 

non-commercial research or study, without prior permission or charge. This thesis and the 

accompanying data cannot be reproduced or quoted extensively from without first obtaining 

permission in writing from the copyright holder/s. The content of the thesis and accompanying 

research data (where applicable) must not be changed in any way or sold commercially in any 

format or medium without the formal permission of the copyright holder/s.  

When referring to this thesis and any accompanying data, full bibliographic details must be given, 

e.g.  

Thesis: Author (Year of Submission) "Full thesis title", University of Southampton, name of the 

University Faculty or School or Department, PhD Thesis, pagination.  

Data: Author (Year) Title. URI [dataset] 

 





 

 

University of Southampton 

FACULTY OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES 

ARCHAEOLOGY 

POST-MEDIEVAL SEAFARING IN THE WESTERN BLACK SEA: ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND 

ICONOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE FOR THE RIG 

APPENDICES 

Volume 2 of 2 

By 

Zdravka Hristova Georgieva 

ORCID ID 0000-0001-5842-5085 

Thesis for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy 

June 2025 

 

 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5842-5085




 

 

University of Southampton 

Abstract 
 

FACULTY OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES 

ARCHAEOLOGY 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

 

POST-MEDIEVAL SEAFARING IN THE WESTERN BLACK SEA: ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND 

ICONOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE FOR THE RIG 

by 

Zdravka Hristova Georgieva 

This thesis aims to research the wide topic of post-medieval Western Black Sea seafaring, 
particularly focusing on the rig. Two main datasets collected in the last eight years form the core of 
this dissertation, and provide the nautical data of the research. The first consists of several late 
medieval shipwrecks with extremely well-preserved upper structures, including rigging elements, 
discovered on the bottom of the Bulgarian Black Sea during the three field seasons of the M.A.P. 
Black Sea – the first high-tech archaeological project ever undertaken in the world. However, the 
rigging remains are used mainly as a comparative material in supporting the follow up analysis of 
the second dataset – a group of post-medieval ship graffiti carved in four medieval churches in 
Nessebar, Bulgaria. A thorough analysis of the shipwrecks’ remains is due to be published by their 
principal researcher – Professor Kroum Batchvarov. The corpus of nearly 340 ship graffiti was 
recorded non-destructively using advanced photographic methods during a three-season project 
which I coordinated. All of the ship graffiti are included in the catalogue which constitutes Appendix 
A of the current thesis. For the purposes of analysis and interpretation of the two datasets, 
complementary sources of information on rigging such as other regional-based iconographic 
examples, travellers’ accounts, published historical evidence, marine art’s illustrations, and ship’s 
modellers works were used.  

The research presented in the current thesis is one of the few studies of Western Black Sea 
seafaring which uses the maritime archaeology approach. The theoretical framework of the thesis 
follows traditional, processualist, and post-processualist ideas. It uses historical contextualisation 
to better understand the events that impacted the life of local maritime communities, and the 
inevitable technological changes. Three main tools were used in the analysis of the two datasets – 
comparison, interpretation, and reconstruction.  

The analysis of the two datasets provided two different, complementary results: the 
archaeological remains revealed details about individual rigging elements, while the iconography 



 

 

illustrated overall rigging silhouettes and the variety of ship types that sailed in the region in the 
post-medieval period.  

 

 

 



Table of Contents 

i 

Table of Contents 

Table of Contents .......................................................................................................... i 

Research Thesis: Declaration of Authorship .................................................................. v 

Acknowledgements ..................................................................................................... vii 

Appendix A Catalogue of post-medieval ship graffiti from Nessebar .............................. 9 

A.1 RTI captures and graphic illustrations of ship graffiti in the Church of St. Spas 

(Christ Holly Saviour church) ...................................................................................... 9 

A.1.1 Panel 1 NW  Ship graffiti SP_001 – SP_004 ........................................................ 9 

A.1.2 Panel 2 NW  Ship graffito SP_005 .................................................................... 12 

A.1.3 Panel 3 NW   Ship graffiti SP_006 – SP_013 ..................................................... 14 

A.1.4 Panel 4 NW   Ship graffiti SP_014 – SP_016 ..................................................... 19 

A.1.5 Panel 5 NW   Ship graffiti SP_017 – SP_021 ..................................................... 21 

A.1.6 Panel 6 NW   Ship graffiti SP_022 – SP_033 ..................................................... 26 

A.1.7 Panel 7 NW   Ship graffiti SP_034 – SP_046 ..................................................... 33 

A.1.8 Panel 8 NW   Ship graffiti SP_047 – SP_065 ..................................................... 41 

A.1.9 Panel 9 NW   Ship graffiti SP_066 – SP_079 ..................................................... 51 

A.1.10 Panel 10 NW Ship graffiti SP_080 – SP_091 ..................................................... 59 

A.1.11 Panel 11 NW Ship graffiti SP_092 – SP_101 ..................................................... 66 

A.1.12 Panel 1 SW   Ship graffiti SP_103 – SP_106 ...................................................... 72 

A.1.13 Panel 2 SW   Ship graffiti SP_107 – SP_109 ...................................................... 75 

A.1.14 Panel 3 SW   Ship graffiti SP_110 – SP_111 ...................................................... 78 

A.1.15 Panel 4 SW   Ship graffiti SP_112 – SP_149 ...................................................... 80 

A.1.16 Panel 5 SW   Ship graffiti SP_151 – SP_161 ...................................................... 99 

A.1.17 Panel 6 SW   Ship graffiti SP_164 – SP_167 .................................................... 105 

A.1.18 Panel 7 SW   Ship graffiti SP_168 – SP_176 .................................................... 108 

A.1.19 Panel 8 SW   Ship graffiti SP_177 ................................................................... 115 

A.1.20 Panel 9 SW   Ship graffiti SP_178 – SP_182 .................................................... 116 

A.2 RTI captures and graphic illustrations of ship graffiti in the Church of St. Stephen

 ................................................................................................................................ 120 

A.2.1 Panel 1 Ship graffiti ST_001 – ST_010 ............................................................ 120 

A.2.2 Panel 2 Ship graffiti ST_011 – ST_012 ............................................................ 126 



Table of Contents 

ii 

A.2.3 Panel 3 Ship graffiti ST_013 – ST_023 ............................................................ 129 

A.2.4 Panel 4 Ship graffiti ST_024 – ST_031 ............................................................ 135 

A.2.5 Panel 5 Ship graffiti ST_032 – ST_041 ............................................................ 140 

A.2.6 Panel 6 Ship graffiti ST_042 – ST_050 ............................................................ 146 

A.2.7 Panel 7 Ship graffiti ST_051 – ST_054 ............................................................ 151 

A.2.8 Panel 8 Ship graffiti ST_055 – ST_058 ............................................................ 154 

A.2.9 Panel 9 Ship graffiti ST_059 – ST_065 ............................................................ 157 

A.2.10 Panel 10 Ship graffiti ST_066 – ST_071.......................................................... 162 

A.2.11 Panel 11 Ship graffiti ST_072 – ST_077.......................................................... 166 

A.2.12 Panel 12 Ship graffiti ST_078 – ST_080.......................................................... 170 

A.2.13 Panel 13 Ship graffiti ST_081 – ST_083.......................................................... 172 

A.2.14 Panel 14 Ship graffiti ST_084 – ST_085.......................................................... 175 

A.2.15 Panel 16 Ship graffito ST_086 ........................................................................ 176 

A.2.16 Panel 17 Ship graffiti ST_087 – ST_088.......................................................... 178 

A.2.17 Panel 18 Ship graffiti ST_089 – ST_094.......................................................... 181 

A.2.18 Panel 19 Ship graffiti ST_095 – ST_096.......................................................... 185 

A.2.19 Panel 20 Ship graffiti ST_097 – 098 ............................................................... 187 

A.2.20 Panel 20-1 Ship graffito ST_099 ..................................................................... 189 

A.2.21 Panel 21 Ship graffiti ST_100 – ST_101.......................................................... 189 

A.2.22 Panel 22 Ship graffiti ST_145 – ST_146.......................................................... 191 

A.2.23 Panel 23 Ship graffito ST_102 ........................................................................ 193 

A.2.24 Panel 24 Ship graffito ST_104 ........................................................................ 194 

A.2.25 Panel 25 Ship graffito ST_105 ........................................................................ 195 

A.2.26 Panel 26 Ship graffito ST_106 ........................................................................ 196 

A.2.27 Panel 27 Ship graffiti ST_107 – ST_110.......................................................... 197 

A.2.28 Panel 28 Ship graffito ST_111 ........................................................................ 199 

A.2.29 Panel 34 Ship graffiti ST_117 – ST_122.......................................................... 200 

A.2.30 Panel 36 Ship graffiti ST_123 – ST_124.......................................................... 203 

A.2.31 Panel 10 Narthex  Ship graffiti ST_125 – ST_126 ........................................... 204 

A.2.32 Panel 15 Narthex  Ship graffiti ST_127 – ST_129 ........................................... 205 

A.2.33 Panel 16 Narthex  Ship graffiti ST_130 – ST_134 ........................................... 208 

A.2.34 Panel 18 Narthex  Ship graffiti ST_135 – ST_139 ........................................... 210 

A.2.35 Panel 19 Narthex  Ship graffiti ST_140 – ST_144 ........................................... 213 



Table of Contents 

iii 

A.2.36 Panel 43 Narthex  Ship graffiti ST_147 – ST_148 ........................................... 216 

A.2.37 Panel Exterior 1 Ship graffito ST_149 ............................................................. 218 

A.2.38 Panel Exterior 1 Ship graffiti ST_150 – ST_153 .............................................. 220 

A.2.39 Panel Exterior Ship graffiti ST_154 – ST_155 ................................................. 223 

A.2.40 Panel Exterior 2 Ship graffiti ST_156 – ST_163 .............................................. 225 

A.3 Photogrammetry models of ship graffiti on the faҫades of the Church of St. John 

Alitourgetos ............................................................................................................ 231 

A.3.1 Ship graffito JA_01  wall ................................................................................. 231 

A.3.2 Ship graffito JA_02 East wall .......................................................................... 231 

A.3.3 Ship graffito JA_03 North wall........................................................................ 232 

A.4 Photographs of ship graffiti on the faҫades of Church of St. Todor ...................... 233 

A.4.1 Ship graffito T_001 South wall ....................................................................... 233 

A.4.2 Ship graffito T_002 South wall ....................................................................... 234 

A.4.3 Ship graffito T_003 East wall .......................................................................... 235 

Appendix B Publications produced during the PhD research phase .............................237 

B.1 Georgieva, Z., Prahov, N. and Dimitrov, K., 2018. Non-destructive survey of graffiti 

of St. Spas and St. Todor churches in the town of Nessebar, Archaeological 

discoveries and excavation, 682–685. .................................................................... 238 

B.2 Georgieva, Z., Prahov, N. and Dimitrov, K., 2019. Non-destructive survey and 

documentation of graffiti of St. Stephen medieval church in Nessebar. 

Archaeological discoveries and excavation, 140–144. ........................................... 243 

B.3 Georgieva, Z. and Prahov, N., 2020. Non-destructive survey and recording of 

graffiti of medieval churches St. Stephen and St. John Alitourgetos in Nessebar. 

Archaeological discoveries and excavation, 1, 80–84. ........................................... 248 

B.4 Georgieva, Z., Prahov, N., Raykovska, M., Jones, K. and Lea-Seaton, K., 2022. 

Advanced photographic methods in studying ship graffiti from medieval churches 

in Nessebar. Interdisciplinary Studies, 27, 21–42. ................................................. 254 

 





Research Thesis: Declaration of Authorship 

v 

Research Thesis: Declaration of Authorship 

Print name: Zdravka Hristova Georgieva 

Title of thesis: Post-medieval Seafaring in the Western Black Sea: archaeological and iconographic evidence 

for the rig  

I declare that this thesis and the work presented in it are my own and has been generated by me 

as the result of my own original research. 

I confirm that: 

1. This work was done wholly or mainly while in candidature for a research degree at this 

University; 

2. Where any part of this thesis has previously been submitted for a degree or any other 

qualification at this University or any other institution, this has been clearly stated; 

3. Where I have consulted the published work of others, this is always clearly attributed; 

4. Where I have quoted from the work of others, the source is always given. With the exception 

of such quotations, this thesis is entirely my own work; 

5. I have acknowledged all main sources of help; 

6. Where the thesis is based on work done by myself jointly with others, I have made clear 

exactly what was done by others and what I have contributed myself; 

7. Parts of this work have been published as: 

 

Georgieva, Z. and Prahov, N., 2020. Non-destructive survey and recording of graffiti of medieval 

churches St. Stephen and St. John Alitourgetos in Nessebar. Archaeological discoveries and 

excavation, 1, 80–84. 

Georgieva, Z., Prahov, N. and Dimitrov, K., 2018. Non-destructive survey of graffiti of St. Spas and 

St. Todor churches in the town of Nessebar, Archaeological discoveries and excavation, 682–685. 

Georgieva, Z., Prahov, N. and Dimitrov, K., 2019. Non-destructive survey and documentation of 

graffiti of St. Stephen medieval church in Nessebar. Archaeological discoveries and excavation, 140–

144.  



Research Thesis: Declaration of Authorship 

vi 

Georgieva, Z., Prahov, N., Raykovska, M., Jones, K. and Lea-Seaton, K., 2022. Advanced 

photographic methods in studying ship graffiti from medieval churches in Nessebar. 

Interdisciplinary Studies, 27, 21–42. 

 

Signature:  ...................................................................................... Date:............................  

 



Acknowledgements 

vii 

Acknowledgements 

My vocabulary is too poor to express my utmost gratitude to my main supervisor Professor 

Jonathan Adams, first for inviting me as a team member in the M.A.P. Black Sea and giving me the 

chance to ‘dive’ in the depths of a completely new to me area of research – the broad topic of post-

medieval Western Black Sea seafaring. I thank him also for his positive attitude towards me during 

all of these years working together, and for being such a great personal and professional example 

for me. I am equally grateful to the late Hristina Angelova, and to Dr. Dragomir Garbov for giving 

me the chance to fulfil one of my dreams – that of working with the Centre for Underwater 

Archaeology, Sozopol (CUA), - and for their subsequent support in building myself as a maritime 

archaeologist. I cannot express how grateful I am to Dr. Dragomir Garbov for his infectiously 

motivating and inspiring professionalism. I am also grateful for his constructive criticism. I thank Dr. 

Nayden Prahov for his support, advice and encouragement during the project for recording the 

corpus of ship graffiti, and during all the other projects of the CUA in which we worked together. I 

am thankful to all other colleagues who worked and are currently working in the CUA. I am 

extremely grateful to my supervisor Dr. Helen Farr who supported and encouraged me during one 

of the most difficult periods in my research - the final stage. I am grateful to Todor Marvakov, the 

current director of Museum Ancient Nessebar, for providing me with access to study the graffiti, 

and for assisting me with everything necessary for my project. I also thank the colleagues working 

in the museum for their assistance and positive attitude during the three seasons of fieldwork. I 

thank Dr. Kalin Dimitrov for his support, assistance, advice and encouragement when the project 

was still in its infancy. I express my thanks to everyone who took part in the ship graffiti recording 

process – Dr. Miglena Raykovska, Kristen Jones, Kristy Lee-Seaton, Ivelina Petkova and Galina 

Stoyanova, and all Balkan Heritage Foundation students. Last but not least, I thank very much 

Stefania Klayn, who helped me with one of the most important stages of the research – the editing 

of the text.  

 





Appendix A 

9 

Appendix A Catalogue of post-medieval ship graffiti 

from Nessebar 

This appendix includes all graffiti of ships (about 340) carved in four medieval churches in Nessebar, 

Bulgaria, which were recorded non-destructively using advanced photographic methods during a 

three-season project (2018-2020) which I coordinated. The group of post-medieval ship graffiti is 

dated between the 17th and 19th centuries and resembles the largest one from the period in 

Bulgaria. Reflectance Transformation Imaging (RTI) was used as the principal method for 

documentation because it appeared to be the most advantageous method with minimal limitations. 

RTI models with accompanying digital drawings were built during the post-processing phase and 

are presented in this catalogue.  

 

A.1 RTI captures and graphic illustrations of ship graffiti in the Church of 

St. Spas (Christ Holly Saviour church) 

A.1.1 Panel 1 NW  Ship graffiti SP_001 – SP_004 

Ship graffito № SP_001 

Panel № 1 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall of the nave, looking from east 
to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito is barely visible, the contour lines were incised very lightly. 
The style of performance can be defined as simple. 

Ship type: can be categorised as both a boat and a ship, but due to its simplicity, its type is 
uncertain and no additional information of it could be extracted.  

Rigging type: unknown 

Masts: single mast with two lines presenting fore and- back stays 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: triangular pointing to the west 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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Ship graffito № SP_002 

Panel № 1 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall of the nave, looking from east 
to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised very lightly but still visible enough to 
receive full picture of the graffito 

Ship type: single-masted ship (the type cannot be defined) 

Rigging type: 12 lines representing the standing rigging (fore and- back stays); square-rigged 

Masts: mainmast and a bowsprit 

Yards: 2  

Sails: furled square topsail and a topgallant sail 

Steering system: stern rudder that is incised in a very simple manner 

Flags: 1 on the topmast. Its shape is not definitive.  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_003 

Panel № 1 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall of the nave, looking from east 
to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised very lightly but still visible enough to 

receive full picture of the graffito 

Ship type: N/A 

Rigging type: N/A 

Masts: 1 main mast 

Yards: No 

Sails: No 

Steering system: No 

Flags: No 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_004 
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Panel № 1 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall of the nave, looking from east 
to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised very lightly but still visible enough to 
receive full picture of the graffito 

Ship type: N/A 

Rigging type: 6 lines presented part of the standing rigging 

Masts: 1 mainmast and a topmast 

Yards: 1  

Sails: N/A 

Steering system: stern rudder incised in a simple manner 

Flags: 

Other elements:  

Notes: We should look with precaution on this graffito. There is a doubt whether it presents a 
single graffito or there are two, when taking into account that the carving above SP_004 (the 
element which I categorised as furled sail and the vertical line as a topmast) might appeared to be 
a schematic depiction of a single masted boat (it is not included as individual graffito in the 
catalogue, there is no PIN). 
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A.1.2 Panel 2 NW  Ship graffito SP_005 

Ship graffito № SP_005 

Panel № 2 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church looking 
from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough and still well visible today. 
Elements from the hull and rigging are distinctive and clear. Schematic to elaborate performance.  

Ship type: N/A  

Rigging type: overall 20 lines fore and-back stays present part of the standing rigging 

Masts: 1 mainmast and 1 bowsprit crossed by vertical line (boom) 

Yards: 2  

Sails: 1 topsail and 1 topgallant sail (the shape is unclear) 

Steering system: stern rudder 

Flags: two rectangular flags; 1 pointing to west, 1 pointing to east 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.1.3 Panel 3 NW  Ship graffiti SP_006 – SP_013 

Ship graffito № SP_006 

Panel № 3 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the ship is with the keel at vertical position, with the rigging pointing 
west. Its appearance is quite confusing due to its position and the appearance of another carving 
below (close to the bow) that might be either a boat’s hull or the bowsprit. The depiction is 
incised in very schematic manner, but the contour lines are visible, therefore, yet there are 
distinctive elements 

Ship type: N/A 

Rigging type: it is presented obscured, it might present either one or two masts, and a topmast 
with two yards; the rest 7 horizontal lines could be interpreted as either yards or ratlines. 

Masts: controversial 

Yards: controversial 

Sails: information cannot be extracted 

Steering system: stern rudder 

Flags: No 

Other elements: close to bow – could be a boat’s hull or a bowsprit 

Notes: There are examples from the churches in Nessebar of other depictions of ships with the 
boat roped on the bow.  

 

Ship graffito № SP_007 

Panel № 3 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised clear enough 

Ship type: a boat’s hull (cannot be said what the artist had meant)  

Rigging type: N/A 

Masts: No 

Yards: No 

Sails: No 

Steering system: No 

Flags: No 

Other elements: No 

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_008 
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Panel № 3 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised clear and deep enough 

Ship type: a boat’s hull 

Rigging type: N/A 

Masts: No 

Yards: No 

Sails: No 

Steering system: No 

Flags: No  

Other elements: No 

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_009 

Panel № 3 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines of the hull are incised deep, seem that the artist 
stressed on it, while the lines of the rigging are depicted shallower. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic manner. 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 mainmast and a bowsprit with vertical line (yard) 

Yards: 3  

Sails: these are not presented but there is one unclear triangular carving above the rigging system 
which looks as part of the depiction and might resembles a sail  

Steering system: No 

Flags: No 

Other elements: a line aft below the keel pointing east (anchor, a rope of a boat?) 

Notes:  

 

Ship graffito № SP_010 

Panel № 3 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines of the hull are depicted bolder and quite clear while 
the ones from the rigging are almost faint and at confusing positions, causing issue with their type 
recognition 
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Ship type: unknown  

Rigging type: information cannot be extracted (see ship graffito appearance) 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 2 vertical lines at both ends – masts? 

Yards: No 

Sails: due to mixture of faint lines, information about sails type cannot be extracted 

Steering system: No 

Flags: No 

Other elements:  

Notes: Due to mixture of faint and randomly spread lines, many elements from this graffito are 
unclear 

 

Ship graffito № SP_011 

Panel № 3 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 

 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are depicted deep enough for the extraction of 
consistent information about some of the graffito’s elements  

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: 8 lines presented the standing rigging, 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 2 or 3? horizontal 

Sails: Unknown 

Steering system: No 

Flags: the line on the top pointing west could be considered as a flag, but yet it is unclear 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_012 

Panel № 3 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: The ship is keeled at one side, the rigging system pointing to west. The 
contour lines are incised deep enough but the depiction is very schematic and not informative.  

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: lines from the standing rigging are presented but its type cannot be categorised 

Masts: it cannot be estimated how many masts are presented 

Yards: No 
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Sails: information cannot be extracted 

Steering system: No 

Flags: No 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_013 

Panel № 3 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are presented deep enough. The depiction is 
schematic and not that informative. 

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: no elements of the rigging 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: No 

Sails: No  

Steering system: No 

Flags: No 

Other elements:  

Notes: bow and stern are highly pronounced  

N.B. All depictions of Panel 3 north wall are incised in very schematic manner, and loads of lines 
are interlaced between each other, causing issues in recognising exact elements from a graffito. 
The information that these graffiti give us is most likely misleading and will not be considered as 
leading examples in the analysis of iconographic sources in the current dissertation.  
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A.1.4 Panel 4 NW  Ship graffiti SP_014 – SP_016 

Ship graffito № SP_014 

Panel № 4 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: consists only from randomly distributed unclear lines which form not 
logical depictions 

Ship type: N/A 

Rigging type: N/A 

Masts: N/A 

Yards: N/A 

Sails: N/A 

Steering system: N/A 

Flags: N/A 

Other elements:  

Notes: unclear doodling, however I included it in the catalogue as a vessel presented with the 
stern appeared in the front 

 

Ship graffito № SP_015 

Panel № 4 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The depiction is 
schematic 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: 6 lines presented the standing rigging, fore and- back stays 

Masts: 1 mainmast and 1 bowsprit with vertical line (yard) 

Yards: 2 horizontal yards (for square sails) 

Sails: square  

Steering system: Not presented 

Flags: No 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_016 

Panel № 4 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
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Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are presented deep and clear enough. The depiction is 
schematic to elaborate 

Ship type: ship towards east 

Rigging type: 18 lines presented part of the standing rigging, fore and- back stays 

Masts: 1 mainmast and a bowsprit pointing east 

Yards: 2 

Sails: furled square sails 

Steering system: stern rudder 

Flags: 1 triangular pointing east 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.1.5 Panel 5 NW  Ship graffiti SP_017 – SP_021 

Ship graffito № SP_017 

Panel № 5 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 112 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The depiction is 
schematic. 

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: N/A 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 1 
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Sails: N/A 

Steering system: No 

Flags: No 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_18 

Panel № 5 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 111 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The depiction is 
schematic. The ship’s hull is keeled slightly at one side. 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 2 spars 

Sails: furled main sprit sails 

Steering system: No 

Flags: No 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_019 

Panel № 5 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 110 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough but in very 
schematic manner 

Ship type: boat/ ship? 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: lateen (?)  

Steering system: No 

Flags: No 

Other elements: One raked line close to the mast ending at the stern/ bow 

Notes: 
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Ship graffito № SP_020 

Panel № 5 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 109 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are presented deep and clear enough. The depiction is 
schematic to elaborate.  

Ship type: ship pointing west 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft, lateen 

Masts: 2 masts: main and mizzen, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 2  

Sails:  2 unfurled lateens, 1 unfurled bowsprit spritsail  

Steering system: stern rudder, below the keel – oars (?), however these should be considered as 
such with precaution.  

Flags: 2: on the mainmast – rectangular pointing west, on the mizzen – rectangular pointing east 

Other elements: oars? below the keel 

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_021 

Panel № 5 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 108 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough but in very schematic 
manner, which formed inconsistent depiction. 

Ship type: ship/ boat? 

Rigging type: unknown 

Masts: unclear 

Yards: unclear 

Sails: unclear 

Steering system: unclear 

Flags: No 

Other elements:  

Notes: The depiction is unclear and no information can be extracted from it. 
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A.1.6 Panel 6 NW  Ship graffiti SP_022 – SP_033 

Ship graffito № SP_022 

Panel № 6 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough, however due to daub 
erosion at some spots, the ship graffito lines look random, thus the shape of the ship does not 
look logical 

Ship type: information cannot be extracted 

Rigging type: N/A 

Masts: 

Yards: 

Sails: 

Steering system: 

Flags: 

Other elements:  

Notes: contour lines are disturbed by daub erosion, therefore no elements from the ship/ boat’s 
hull and rigging are recognisable. A long line (rope) extending to the stern of ship graffito SP_026. 

 

Ship graffito № SP_023 

Panel № 6 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough but in quite schematic 
manner, which gives the feeling that this had been the artist’s exercise in carving a ship. The hull 
is drawn only with one line, the only elaborate drawing appeared to be the stern.   

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft/ sprit 

Masts: 2, the fore mast looks raked forward, main mast 

Yards: 2 sprit yards  

Sails: unfurled main sprit sails 

Steering system: Not visible 

Flags: No 

Other elements: The long horizontal line above the sails might be interpreted as a rope 

Notes: Due to the quite schematic appearance of the graffito, its interpretation is difficult and 
might be misleading 

 

Ship graffito № SP_024 
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Panel № 6 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 107 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough. It looks that only one line 
represents the hull but it is quite eroded and unclear. The depiction is schematic and not much 
information could be extracted. The ship graffito is connected through a line (rope) with SP_026, 
which gives the impression of interconnection between the both. 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft/sprit  

Masts: 2 

Yards: not distinguishable  

Sails: N/A 

Steering system: Not visible 

Flags: No 

Other elements:  

Notes: SP_023, SP_024, SP_025 and SP_026 look interconnected through lines (ropes). Besides, 
the three ship graffiti and SP_023 share similar rigging system.  

 

Ship graffito № SP_025 

Panel № 6 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 106 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and precise enough. The hull and 
rigging are represented clearly. The depiction can be categorized as schematic to elaborate as 
enough information could be extracted from it.  

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft/ sprit sail 

Masts: 2: foremast slightly raked aft, mainmast 

Yards: 1 

Sails: unfurled sprit sail 

Steering system: Not visible 

Flags: No 

Other elements: a short line (rope) attached to the bow of ship graffito SP_026 

Notes: Similar ship type as ship graffiti SP_023, SP_024, SP_026. It looks that through the 
depiction of the lines (ropes) between these ship graffiti, the artist aimed at showing that these 
are interconnected and all form one scene. 

 

Ship graffito № SP_026 
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Panel № 6 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 106 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and precise enough. The hull and 
rigging are represented clearly. The depiction can be categorised as schematic to elaborate as 
enough information could be extracted from it. 

Ship type: ship pointing west 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft/ sprit sails 

Masts: 2: foremast slightly raked aft, mainmast 

Yards: 2 sprit yards 

Sails: 2 unfurled sprit sails 

Steering system: No 

Flags: No 

Other elements:  

Notes: SP_022, SP_023, SP_024, SP_025, SP_026 are all interconnected through lines. These ship 
graffiti should be studied altogether as all share similar hull and rigging. It looks that the artist 
intended at showing the public ships in tow. Usually, this is the practice when a ship is battered 
after a battle. Also, here a perspective can be seen, where the SP_023, which is depicted as the 
largest one, represents the upmost front ship. 

 

Ship graffito № SP_027 

Panel № 6 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 104 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough but the depiction is 
schematic and not much information could be extracted. 

Ship type: cannot be categorised (only the hull and lines that seem to represent the stern are 
depicted)  

Rigging type: no rigging is depicted 

Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: the depiction is not informative 

 

Ship graffito № SP_028 
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Panel № 6 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 104 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough. Hull and rigging is presented 
but in schematic manner, not enough informative 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: N/A 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 2 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_029 

Panel № 6 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 105 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised shallow and the graffito is barely visible. 
The lines are depicted randomly and the elements from the graffito are not recognisable. The line 
below seems to represent the hull and a vertical one the mast. The graffito is depicted in quite 
schematic manner 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: information cannot be extracted 

Sails: information cannot be extracted 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: the depiction is not informative  

 

Ship graffito № SP_030 

Panel № 6 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 



Appendix A 

30 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised shallow and the graffito is barely visible. 
The depiction is schematic 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: cannot be categorised 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 1 triangular pointing to west 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_031 

Panel № 6 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 102 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clearly enough. The depiction 
can be categorised as a simple. 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: 12 lines represent probably the standing rigging but the type cannot be recognised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 1 rectangular pointing west 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_032 

Panel № 6 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 103 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough, however the depiction is 
very schematic and not very informative 

Ship type: two boats in tow line 
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Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: the left boat - 1 raking to east 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_033 

Panel № 6 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 101 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough. The depiction can be 
categorised as simple. Bow and stern are distinctive 

Ship type: ship with bow pointing east 

Rigging type: N/A 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: unfurled square main sail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.1.7 Panel 7 NW  Ship graffiti SP_034 – SP_046 

Ship graffito № SP_034 

Panel № 7 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 



Appendix A 

34 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep but the graffito is very schematic and 
not informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: cannot be categorised 

Yards: cannot be categorised 

Sails: cannot be categorised 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_035 

Panel № 7 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 99 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough but the graffito is 
quite schematic and not informative 

Ship type: boat 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_036 

Panel № 7 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 100 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep but the graffito is depicted in quite 
schematic manner, yet the rigging system is distinguishable  

Ship type: ship bow pointing east 
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Rigging type: fore-and-aft/ sprit sails 

Masts: 2  

Yards: 1 bowsprit, 2 sprit yards 

Sails: sprit sails 

Steering system: stern rudder 

Flags: not visible 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_037 

Panel № 7 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep but in quite schematic manner. The 
depiction is not informative. 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: not visible 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_038 

Panel № 7 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 98 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
simple manner and it is informative enough 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: 8 lines presents the standing rigging, N/A 

Masts: 1 mainmast and a bowsprit 

Yards: 1  

Sails:  
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Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_039 

Panel № 7 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 96 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
simple manner and it is informative enough 

Ship type: ship bow pointing to west 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft/ lateen 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 2 

Sails: furled lateen 

Steering system: stern rudder 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_040 

Panel № 7 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 95 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
simple manner and it is informative enough 

Ship type: ship bow pointing west 

Rigging type: square rig and fore-and-aft 

Masts: 1 or 2 (mizzen represented as raked long line afterwards?) 

Yards: 2 

Sails: furled square 

Steering system: stern rudder 

Flags: 1 triangular pointing east 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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Ship graffito № SP_041 

Panel № 7 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 94 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
simple manner and it is informative enough 

Ship type: ship with bow pointing to west 

Rigging type: 6 lines presenting the standing rigging, cannot be categorised 

Masts: 2: foremast and mainmast 

Yards: No 

Sails: No 

Steering system: stern rudder 

Flags: 1 rectangular 

Other elements:  

Notes:  

 

Ship graffito № SP_042 

Panel № 7 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 93 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner and it is not quite informative 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised with certainty,  

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: 5 short horizontal lines seemed to form headsails 

Steering system: not visible 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_043 

Panel № 7 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 97 
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Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
simple manner and it is informative enough 

Ship type: ship with bow pointing west 

Rigging type: 4 lines presenting the standing rigging, not certain 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: N/A 

Steering system: stern rudder 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_044 

Panel № 7 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough but unclear, the graffito is 
depicted in a simple manner, it is not informative enough 

Ship type: boat/ ship – cannot be categorized with certainty 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: No 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_045 

Panel № 7 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
simple manner and it is informative enough 

Ship type: boat in tow 
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Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: No 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements: a rope attached to the boat 

Notes: The boat is towed by a ship (SP_046) 

 

Ship graffito № SP_046 

Panel № 7 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 92 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
simple manner and it is informative enough 

Ship type: ship with bow pointing west 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit with a boom 

Yards: 1 

Sails: unfurled square main sail 

Steering system: stern rudder (curved) 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.1.8 Panel 8 NW  Ship graffiti SP_047 – SP_065 

Ship graffito № SP_047 

Panel № 8 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 91 
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Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough but the daub around the 
graffito is eroded and its appearance is barely visible. The graffito is depicted in simple manner 
and is informative enough 

Ship type: ship with bow pointing west 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1, 2 lines – fore and back stays, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 1 

Sails: furled probably intended for main square sail, 1 sprit sail on the bowsprit 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_048 

Panel № 8 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised quite shallow and today are barely visible. 
The depiction is schematic and not informative. The hull is represented by one line. 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1  

Yards: 1 

Sails: cannot be categorised 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: No information from this graffito could be extracted. 

 

Ship graffito № SP_049 

Panel № 8 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised quite shallow and barely visible today. The 
depiction is simple and obscured information could be extracted 
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Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised, there are visible only 6 lines from the standing rigging and 
yard  

Masts: not visible 

Yards: 1 

Sails: cannot be categorised 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_050 

Panel № 8 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised quite shallow and in to schematic manner, 
and barely visible today. The graffito does not provide with much information. The hull is 
represented with one line. 

Ship type: cannot be categorised with certianty 

Rigging type: N/A 

Masts: 1 

Yards:  

Sails: unfurled lateen 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes:  

 

Ship graffito № SP_051 

Panel № 8 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 87 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough but quite unclear especially 
in the rigging. The lines look more likely randomly carved and no logical picture could be seen. 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: cannot be categorised 
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Yards: not clear 

Sails: cannot be categorised 

Steering system: not distinguishable  

Flags: not visible 

Other elements:  

Notes: It looks that this ship graffito form a single scene with SP_052, SP_053, SP_057 

 

Ship graffito № SP_052 

Panel № 8 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 87 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough, however, only the hull is 
presented here 

Ship type: cannot be categorised. Only the hull is presented  

Rigging type: no rigging is presented 

Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_053 

Panel № 8 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 87 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough. The graffito is depicted in a 
quite schematic manner 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: not distinguishable 

Yards: not distinguishable 

Sails: not distinguishable 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 
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Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_054 

Panel № 8 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 85 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised quite deep and clear enough. The graffito 
is depicted in simple manner and is informative enough 

Ship type: ship with bow pointing to west 

Rigging type: 10 lines representing the standing rigging 

Masts: 1  

Yards: 2 

Sails:   

Steering system: stern rudder 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_055 

Panel № 8 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear but the depiction is quite 
schematic and not informative. The hull is presented only by one line 

Ship type: cannot be categorizes, boat/ ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised, only mast supported by 4 lines from the standing rigging 

Masts: 1 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: depicted as 1 line pointing to east 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_056 
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Panel № 8 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 84 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough. The only element that is 
presented from this graffito is the hull 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:   

Notes: the graffito seems interconnected with ship graffiti SP_051, SP_052, SP_053, SP_056, 
SP_057 

 

Ship graffito № SP_057 

Panel № 8 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 84 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The depiction is simple 
and informative 

Ship type: ship with bow pointing west 

Rigging type: 2 lines representing the standing rigging 

Masts: 1 and 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 2 

Sails: N/A 

Steering system: stern rudder 

Flags: 1 triangular 

Other elements:  

Notes: This graffito seems interconnected with ship graffiti SP_051, SP_052, SP_053, SP_056, 
SP_058 

 

 

Ship graffito № SP_058 

Panel № 8 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 
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Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough but today the graffito is half 
preserved – only the hull (one line) and couple of lines of the rigging. The upper part of the 
graffito is eroded. No information could be extracted. 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: cannot be categorised 

Yards: no 

Sails: no  

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_059 

Panel № 8 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 86 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough and clear. Today, some of 
the lines are erased and affect the full picture. The graffito is depicted in simple manner and 
information could be extracted 

Ship type: ship with bow pointing west 

Rigging type: N/A 

Masts: 1 supported by 2 lines representing the standing rigging 

Yards: 1 

Sails: furled lateen 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_060 

Panel № 8 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 81 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The depiction is simple 
and informative 
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Ship type: ship with the bow pointing west 

Rigging type: 6 lines representing the standing rigging 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 2 

Sails: furled square 

Steering system: stern rudder 

Flags: 1 triangular pointing west 

Other elements: attached to the bow is depicted the hull of a boat 

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_061 

Panel № 8 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 83 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
simple manner and it is informative. The left part of the graffito (mostly the lines from the 
forestay rigging) are erased with daub during conservation procedures 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: N/A 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: 1 furled square 

Steering system: no 

Flags: represented with 1 line pointing to west 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_062 

Panel № 8 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 82 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
simple manner but it is not quite informative. The hull is slightly tilted at one side. 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 
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Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_063 

Panel № 8 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 82 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
simple manner 

Ship type: ship tilted at one side  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: no 

Sails: cannot be categorised 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_064 

Panel № 8 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 80 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
simple manner. In the bowsprit are randomly carved lines 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 1 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 1 triangular pointing to east 

Other elements:  
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Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_065 

Panel № 8 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 88 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised shallower than the rest of the ship graffiti 
in Panel 8. The graffito is depicted in simple to schematic manner but there are some lines that 
appeared to be unclear.  

Ship type: ship with bow pointing to west 

Rigging type: square rig 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 2 on the mainmast, 3 booms for sprit sails on the bowsprit 

Sails: 2 unfurled sprit sails on the bowsprit, 2 unfurled square sails on the mainmast – 1 main 
course and a topsail 

Steering system: stern rudder   

Flags: no 

Other elements: aft – covered cabin or aftercastle? 

Notes: There are 8 long vertical lines below the hull, either representing anchors or oars.  
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A.1.9 Panel 9 NW  Ship graffiti SP_066 – SP_079 

Ship graffito № SP_066 

Panel № 9 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic manner and it is informative 

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: fore and backstays from the standing rigging, N/A 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 2 

Sails: furled square (main course, topsail) 

Steering system: no 

Flags: represented by 1 line pointing to east 
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Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_067 

Panel № 9 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough; however, the upper part of 
the graffito is erased by plaster from conservation procedures and only part of the hull is visible 
today 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_068 

Panel № 9 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A  

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however, crossed by other lines that 
belong to an inscription. The ship graffito is located on the right top of this inscription and is 
difficult to trace details. The graffito is depicted in schematic manner, and it is not informative.  

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised with certainty  

Masts: 1?  

Yards: 1? 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes:  
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SP_069 will be not included in the catalogue because it represents an inscription of a name in 
Greek 

 

Ship graffito № SP_070 

Panel № 9 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are barely visible and not informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: no 

Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: no  

Steering system: no  

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_071 

Panel № 9 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised shallow and barely visible but still it is 
informative while the lines are carved consistently 

Ship type: cannot be categorised with certainty whether it is a ship or a boat 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_072 

Panel № 9 North wall 
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Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner and it is informative enough.  

Ship type: ship with the bow pointing west 

Rigging type: square rig, 2 lines present the fore and backstays 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 4  

Sails: unfurled square main course, topsail, main topgallant; bowsprit; 2 unfurled sprit and top 
sprit sails 

Steering system: stern rudder 

Flags: represented by 1 line pointing to east 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_073 

Panel № 9 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 79 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough. The right half of the graffito 
is covered/erased by plaster during conservation procedures. Only details from the forward 
section of the ship graffito are available for analysis today. This part of the depiction is schematic 
and informative to some extend  

Ship type: ship the bow pointing to west (due the presence of bowsprit) 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: not visible 

Yards: not visible 

Sails: not visible  

Steering system: not visible 

Flags: not visible 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_074 

Panel № 9 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 78 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 
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Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic manner and it is informative 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: 8 lines represent the forestay and backstay rigging, N/A 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit with a boom 

Yards: 2, 1 boom 

Sails: furled square topsail and topgallant 

Steering system: stern rudder  

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_075 

Panel № 9 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough, however the midship 
section of the ship graffito is plastered during conservation procedures and no information can be 
extracted from there. The graffito is depicted in schematic manner and it informative 

Ship type: ship with the bow pointing west 

Rigging type: 11 lines represent the forestay and backstay, it is quite probable to share similar 
rigging details as SP_074, however no other elements are preserved today.  

Masts: only a bowsprit which is crossed by random lines that form a doodling and the bowsprit 
end is unclear 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: stern rudder  

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes:  

 

Ship graffito № SP_076 

Panel № 9 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 74 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised shallow but clear and informative enough. 
The graffito is depicted in schematic to simple manner. 

Ship type: ship,  
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Rigging type: 2 lines represent the forestay and backstay 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 2 

Sails: furled main topsail and topgallant 

Steering system: stern rudder 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_077 

Panel № 9 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 77 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised shallow but are informative. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic manner 

Ship type: ship with the bow to west 

Rigging type: 2 lines represent the forestay and backstay, N/A 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 2 

Sails: furled main topsail and topgallant 

Steering system: stern rudder 

Flags: no 

Other elements: two short diagonal lines in the forward section with unclear purpose, one 
element at the aft which reminds of a cabin or sterncastle 

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_078 

Panel № 9 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 76 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised shallow. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic to simple manner and it is informative 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: 5 lines represent shrouds from the standing rigging 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 2 

Sails: furled main topsail and topgallant 
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Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_079 

Panel № 9 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 75 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in simple manner and it is informative 

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: square rig 

Masts: 1 and 1 topmast supported by shrouds 

Yards: 4 

Sails: furled square main sail, main topsail, topgallant  

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.1.10 Panel 10 NW Ship graffiti SP_080 – SP_091 

Ship graffito № SP_080 

Panel № 10 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 73 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised shallow and clear. The graffito is 
schematic.   

Ship type: cannot be categorised whether resembles a boat or ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: furled sail – cannot be categorised 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 
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Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_081 

Panel № 10 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 72 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic to simple manner, but the lines presenting the rigging are confusing and not much 
information could be extracted 

Ship type: ship pointing with the bow towards west 

Rigging type: N/A 

Masts: 1, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 2 

Sails: 2: unfurled main course and topsail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes:  

 

Ship graffito № SP_082 

Panel № 10 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 68 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic to simple manner and it is informative enough 

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: 2 lines presents the forestay and backstay, N/A 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 2 

Sails: furled square main topsail and topgallant 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_083 
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Panel № 10 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 67 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic to simple manner and it is informative enough 

Ship type: ship with the bow pointing to west 

Rigging type: 4 lines present the forestay and backstay, N/A 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 2 

Sails: furled square main topsail and topgallant 

Steering system: stern rudder (straight) 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_084 

Panel № 10 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 63 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised quite shallow and the graffito is barely 
visible. It is depicted in schematic to simple manner and it is informative  

Ship type: ship with the bow pointing to west 

Rigging type: 2 lines present shrouds, N/A 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit with a boom  

Yards: 2 

Sails: furled main topsail and topgallant 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 1 triangular pointing west 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_085 

Panel № 10 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 65 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 
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Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic to simple manner and it is informative enough 

Ship type: ship with the bow pointing west 

Rigging type: 8 lines present the forestay and backstay, N/A 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 2 

Sails: 2 furled main topsail and topgallant 

Steering system: stern rudder (curved) 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_086 

Panel № 10 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 66 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic to simple manner and it is informative enough 

Ship type: ship with the bow pointing west 

Rigging type: 6 lines present the forestay and backstay, N/A 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 2 

Sails: furled main topsail and topgallant 

Steering system: stern rudder (curved) 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_087 

Panel № 10 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 69 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic to simple manner and it is informative enough. The hull is presented by 1 
line. 

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: 2 lines present the forestay and backstay, N/A 
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Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 1  

Sails: 1 furled topsail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_088 

Panel № 10 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 70 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic to simple manner and it is informative enough. 

Ship type: ship with the bow pointing west 

Rigging type: 6 lines present the forestay and backstay, N/A 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 2  

Sails: furled square topsail and topgallant 

Steering system: stern rudder (curved) 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_089 

Panel № 10 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 71 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic to simple manner and it is informative enough.  

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: 4 lines present the forestay and backstay, N/A 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 2 

Sails: 2 furled main topsail and topgallant 

Steering system: no 
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Flags: no 

Other elements: 

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_090 

Panel № 10 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 64 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic to simple manner and it is informative enough.  

Ship type: ship with the bow pointing west 

Rigging type: 6 lines present the fore and backstays, N/A  

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 2 

Sails: furled main topsail and topgallant  

Steering system: stern rudder (straight) 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_091 

Panel № 10 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the only coherent element depicted is the hull, the rest of the lines are 
randomly carved and reminds more on a doodling. No information could be extracted by this 
graffito 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: cannot be categorised 

Yards: not distinguishable 

Sails: not distinguishable 

Steering system:  

Flags: 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.1.11 Panel 11 NW Ship graffiti SP_092 – SP_101 

Ship graffito № SP_092 

Panel № 11 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 62 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough, only at the right end of the 
graffito are not preserved well. The hull is presented by 1 line. The graffito is depicted in a 
schematic manner and not much information could be extracted. 

Ship type: cannot be categorised with certainty whether presents a boat or a ship 

Rigging type: 4 lines present the forestay and backstay, N/A 

Masts: 1 mainmast 
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Yards: 1 

Sails: cannot be categorised 

Steering system: it is uncertain if the lines at the right end of the graffito present a stern rudder 
or a different element 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_093 

Panel № 11 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 61 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised shallow and unclear. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic manner and it is not informative.  

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: cannot be categorised 

Yards: not distinguishable  

Sails: cannot be categorised 

Steering system: not distinguishable 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_094 

Panel № 11 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 60 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are deep and clear enough. The graffito is depicted in 
simple manner, and it is informative 

Ship type: ship with the bow pointing west 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 1 

Sails: unfurled main square  

Steering system: stern rudder (curved) 

Flags: 1 rectangular pointing to west 
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Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_095 

Panel № 11 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 58 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are deep and clear enough. The graffito is depicted in 
simple manner, and it is informative 

Ship type: ship with the bow pointing to west 

Rigging type: 10 lines present the forestay and backstay, N/A 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 2 

Sails: furled square main sail and topsail 

Steering system: stern rudder (curved) 

Flags: 1 rectangular pointing to west 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_096 

Panel № 11 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 59 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines at the hull section are incised deep enough and 
visible, however, the lines at the rigging are depicted shallow and unclear, today are barely visible 

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: cannot be categorised 

Yards: not visible 

Sails: not visible 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_097 
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Panel № 11 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 57 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. It is depicted in 
schematic to simple manner and its informative enough 

Ship type: ship with the bow pointing west 

Rigging type: 4 lines present the forestay and backstay, N/A 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit with a boom 

Yards: 1 

Sails: furled topsail 

Steering system: stern rudder (curved) 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_098 

Panel № 11 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 56 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough. It is depicted in schematic 
manner, and it is still informative enough  

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft lateen 

Masts: 3, the foremast is raked aft 

Yards: 3  

Sails: 2 unfurled lateen sails (mainmast and mizzen) 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_099 

Panel № 11 North wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 55 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 
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Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough. It is depicted in schematic 
manner, and it is still informative enough 

Ship type: ship with the bow pointing west 

Rigging type: 6 lines present the forestay and backstay, N/A 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 2 

Sails: furled topsail and topgallant 

Steering system: stern rudder (straight) 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_100 

Panel № 11 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 54 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough. It is depicted in schematic 
manner, and it is still informative enough 

Ship type: ship with the bow pointing east 

Rigging type: 10 lines present the forestay and backstay, N/A 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1bowsprit 

Yards: not visible 

Sails: not visible 

Steering system: stern rudder (curved) 

Flags: 1 rectangular pointing east 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_101 

Panel № 11 North wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 53 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), north wall in the nave of the church 
looking from east to west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised shallow and the depiction is barely visible. 
The lines do not form coherent ship hull and rigging. It is quite schematic and not informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 visible mast (mainmast)  
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Yards: not certain 

Sails: cannot be categorised 

Steering system: no 

Flags: not visible 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.1.12 Panel 1 SW  Ship graffiti SP_103 – SP_106 

Ship graffito № SP_103 

Panel № 1 South wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 113 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic to elaborate manner, and it is informative. 

Ship type: ship with the bow to west (bombarda?) 

Rigging type: square (?) 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 2 

Sails: unfurled square main course and main topsail, 1 unfurled spanker or sprit sail 

Steering system: not visible 

Flags: main mast – 1 triangular pointing to west, on the aft end of the main course - 1 rectangular 
pointing to west 

Other elements: transverse stern is visible on the stern  

Notes: it is visible the direction of the wind coming from east 
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Ship graffito № SP_104 

Panel № 1 South wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 114A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic to elaborate manner, and it is informative. 

Ship type: ship with the bow to west 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft/ lateen 

Masts: 2 

Yards: 2 

Sails: 2 unfurled lateen  

Steering system: stern rudder (curved) 

Flags: 5: fore corner of the sail: triangular pointing to east; on the main mast – triangular pointing 
to west, on the fore corner of the mizzen lateen – triangular pointing to east; on the mizzen – 
rectangular pointing east; on and additional pole aft of the mizzen – rectangular pointing to east 

Other elements: the stern is highly pronounced (sterncastle) 

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_105 

Panel № 1 South wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 114Б 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic manner. It is informative to some extends, however, there are lines depicted randomly 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft/ lateen 

Masts: 2 or 3 however it is not clear enough 

Yards: 3 or 4 

Sails: unfurled lateen, unclear how many sails are 

Steering system: not visible 

Flags: 4  

Other elements:  

Notes: bow and stern are highly pronounced and straight  
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Ship graffito № SP_106 

Panel № 1 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 114В 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic manner. It is informative to some extends, however, there are lines depicted randomly 

Ship type: ship with the bow to east 

Rigging type: cannot be recognised with certainty  

Masts: 1 mainmast, bowsprit with unfurled sprit sail 

Yards: 2 or 3 

Sails: furled square main course, furled main topsail,  

Steering system: no 

Flags: on the main mast – 1 triangular pointing east 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.1.13 Panel 2 SW  Ship graffiti SP_107 – SP_109 

Ship graffito № SP_107 

Panel № 2 South wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 116 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
schematic. 

Ship type: cannot be categorised with certainty, could be either boat/ ship 

Rigging type: N/A 

Masts: 2  

Yards: 1 

Sails: unfurled square main course (?) 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_108 
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Panel № 2 South wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 117 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
schematic 

Ship type: cannot be categorised with certainty, could be either boat/ ship 

Rigging type: square (?) 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: unfurled main course sail (?) 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 2: 1 line on the main mast representing a flag pointing to east; 1 triangular flag attached to 
the left top corner of the sail 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_109 

Panel № 2 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 115 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised shallow but clear and still visible today. 
The graffito is schematic and informative enough. Only the rigging is not visible.  

Ship type: ship with the bow to west 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised  

Masts: 1 foremast highly raked forward, a bowsprit 

Yards: 1 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements: transverse stern 

Notes: 
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A.1.14 Panel 3 SW  Ship graffiti SP_110 – SP_111 

Ship graffito № SP_110 

Panel № 3 South wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 124 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough and still visible today. A right 
portion of the graffito is not preserved today and it cannot be seen how it ends due to erosion of 
the plaster. The graffito is depicted in schematic to elaborate manner and it is informative 

Ship type: ship with bow pointing to east  

Rigging type: mixture of fore-and-aft 

Masts: 3 

Yards: 3 

Sails: 2 unfurled square sails, 1 unfurled lateen (mizzen) 

Steering system:  1 stern rudder is visible, 12 oars 

Flags: 2 triangular on the mainmast and on the foremast 

Other elements:  

Notes:  

 

Ship graffito № SP_111 

Panel № 3 South wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 125 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough and still visible today. Plaster 
erosion on some spots causes disturbance in some of the lines. Still the complete appearance of 
the graffito is preserved. It is depicted in simple to schematic manner, it is not quite informative. 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: 5 lines represents the forestay and backstay, N/A 

Masts: 1 

Yards: no 

Sails: not visible 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 1 triangular pointing to west 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.1.15 Panel 4 SW  Ship graffiti SP_112 – SP_149 

Ship graffito № SP_112 

Panel № 4 South wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 129 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear, however, it seems that the 
graffito is not complete. The graffito is depicted in simple to schematic manner, it is not 
informative enough 

Ship type: ship with the bow to east 

Rigging type: not depicted 

Masts: 1 foremast 

Yards:  no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: two lines on the stern (?).  

Flags: no 

Other elements: transverse stern 

Notes:  

 

Ship graffito № SP_113 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 130 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic manner and it is informative 

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 2 

Sails: 2 unfurled square main course and topsail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 2: 1 line represents a flag on the main mast pointing to east; 1 inserted on an additional 
pole astern  

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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Ship graffito № SP_114 

Panel № 4 South wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 126 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough. The graffito is depicted in 
simple to schematic manner and it is not quite informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised as either a boat/ a ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 1  

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements: right from the graffito are depicted other lines which cannot be seen as logically 
related to SP_114.  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_115 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 127 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic manner and it is informative. The right end of graffito is erased due to plaster erosion. 
Some lines of the rigging are erased by plaster erosion. 

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: fore-and-aft/ sprit  

Masts: 2 

Yards: 2 

Sails: 2 unfurled sprit sails 

Steering system: no 

Flags: not visible 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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Ship graffito № SP_116 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 128 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: only the contour lines of the hull are visible today. These are incised 
deep, however, due to the lack of other elements the graffito is not informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: no 

Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_117 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough. The graffito is depicted in 
simple to schematic manner but it is not informative as it consists only of a hull and a mast 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised  

Masts: 1  

Yards: no 

Sails: no  

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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Ship graffito № SP_118: depiction of a human (dancing women). 

 

Ship graffito № SP_119 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough but the graffito consists only 
from a hull tilted at one side and the keel at right 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: no 

Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: no  

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_120 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep but present only a hull and a mast. 
The graffito is schematic. It is turned upside down 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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Ship graffito № SP_121 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 131 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic manner and it is informative 

Ship type: ship with the bow to west 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 foremast and 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements: transverse stern 

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_122 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 132 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep but today these are not preserved 
well due to plaster erosion and the graffito is partially erased. It is depicted on schematic manner 
and it is informative enough 

Ship type: ship with the bow to west 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft/ lateen (?) 

Masts: 3, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 1 jib boom, 3 lateen yards 

Sails: 2 unfurled lateen (?) and jib stay sail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 3 rectangular 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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Ship graffito № SP_123 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 133 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
elaborate manner and it is informative. 

Ship type: brig (with the bow to west) 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 2: foremast and mainmast, 1 bowsprit with martingale 

Yards: 7 

Sails: unfurled square fore main course and main topsail, square main course and topsail with a 
spanker on the mainmast, 1 unfurled headsail 

Steering system: stern rudder 

Flags: no 

Other elements: shrouds, transverse stern 

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_124 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised shallow and today are barely visible. The 
graffito is not preserved well and incomplete, therefore not informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 visible 

Yards: 1 visible 

Sails: unclear 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_125 
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Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 137 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in elaborate manner and it is informative  

Ship type:  4-masted clipper (with the bow to east) 

Rigging type: square rigged 

Masts: 4, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 12  

Sails: unfurled square sails, 1 flying jib 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements: 3 mast tops,1 released anchor, below the bowsprit – 2 anchors/ ropes? 

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_126 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 152 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic manner and it is informative  

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: fore-and-aft/ sprit 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: sprit  

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_127 

Panel № 4 South wall 
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Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog):  151 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic manner and it is informative 

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: fore-and-aft/ sprit 

Masts: 2 

Yards: 2 

Sails: sprit 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:   

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_128 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 150 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic manner, however, the upper part of the graffito is covered with plaster, 
thus the elements of the rigging are not visible 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: not visible 

Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_129 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 149 
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Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic manner 

Ship type: cannot be categorized. It could be either a boat or a ship 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft (?) 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 lateen yard (?) 

Sails: furled lateen (?)  

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_130 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 148 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic manner. It is tilted at one side, the keel is vertical and pointing to west 

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: N/A 

Masts: 1  

Yards: 1 

Sails: unfurled square main course/top sail 

Steering system: no stern rudder, 5 oars? 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_131 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 141 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 
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Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic manner. 

Ship type: ship with the bow to west 

Rigging type: N/A 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 2: 1 square, 1 lateen 

Sails: 2 furled: 1 square, 1 lateen  

Steering system: stern rudder (curved) 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_132 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic manner. It is tilted at one side, so the keel is vertical  

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised with certainty 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: cannot be categorised, it is not distinctive whether it presents square main course or lateen 
sail  

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № 133: inscription 

 

Ship graffito № SP_134 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 142 
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Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised shallow. The graffito is incomplete and 
consists only from hull. It is not informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: no  

Steering system: no  

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_135 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 144 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic manner. 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft (?) 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails:  triangular (probably lateen) 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_136 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 139 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 
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Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic manner. 

Ship type: ship with the bow to west 

Rigging type: mixture of fore-and-aft and square? 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 2 

Sails: 1 furled lateen, 1 furled topsail 

Steering system: stern rudder (curved) 

Flags: 1  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_137 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 140 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic manner. 

Ship type: ship with the bow to west 

Rigging type: mixture of fore-and-aft and square 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 2 

Sails: furled lateen, furled square 

Steering system: not visible 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_138 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 147 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic manner. 
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Ship type: cannot be categorised whether it is a boat/ a ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised with certainty 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: furled fore-and aft (probably lateen)  

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_139 

Panel № 4 South wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 146 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in simple manner. 

Ship type: cannot be categorised whether a ship/ a boat 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft/ lateen 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: furled lateen? 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_140 

Panel № 4 South wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 145 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in simple manner. 

Ship type: cannot be categorised whether a ship/ a boat 
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Rigging type: fore-and-aft 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: furled lateen 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_141 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 143 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in simple manner. 

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: 4 lines representing shrouds, square 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: furled square main course 

Steering system: not visible 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_142 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 138 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic manner. 

Ship type: ship with the bow to west 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft 
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Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: furled lateen 

Steering system: stern rudder (curved) 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_143 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 135 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic to elaborate manner and it is informative 

Ship type: brig (with the bow to west) 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 2: foremast and mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 4 

Sails: 1 unfurled flying jib, furled square main course, topsail, topgallant, a unfurled spanker 

Steering system: not visible 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_144 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 136 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in schematic to elaborate manner and it is informative 

Ship type: brig (with the bow to west) 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 2, foremast and mainmast, 1 bowsprit 
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Yards: 7 

Sails: unfurled flying jib, staysails on the bowsprit, foremast -– unfurled square topsail and 
topgallant sail, mainmast - unfurled square topsail and topgallant and a furled spanker 

Steering system: stern rudder (straight) 

Flags: not visible 

Other elements: transverse stern 

Notes: the ship towing a boat. The only depicted element of the boat is its hull with a transverse 
stern. 

 

Ship graffito № SP_145 

Panel № 4 South wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 153 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however, a half of the graffito is not 
preserved. It is schematic and it is not informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: not visible 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_146 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 153 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines of the hill are incised deeper rather than these of the 
rigging system resulted in the clearer appearance of the hull. The lines forming the sail are barely 
visible by naked eye, but still visible due to the application of RTI technique. The graffito itself is 
tiny and quite schematic but still informative. 

Ship type: cannot be categorised with certainty whether it is a ship or a boat 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 
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Masts: 1 

Yards: no 

Sails: no  

Steering system: not visible 

Flags: 1 rectangular pointing to west 

Other elements:  

Notes:  

 

Ship graffito № SP_147 

Panel № 4 South wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 154 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito presents completely different perspective of a vessel, 
compared with all other ship graffiti. In previous researches it is not studied, and its type was 
questioned. I define it as a rowing vessel seen from top. The contour lines are incised deep and it 
is depicted in schematic manner 

Ship type: rowing boat (?) 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: oars 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_148 

Panel № 4 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however the graffito is depicted in 
simple to schematic manner and it is not informative. Many elements of the hull and rigging are 
omitted 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 
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Rigging type: 2 lines presents elements from the forestay and backstay rigging, however it is not 
enough to deduce a type 

Masts: 1 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_149 

Panel № 4 South wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 154 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito consists of only two lines – a arched line represents the hull 
and a straight line the mast. It is not informative  

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised  

Masts: 1 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no  

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_150 is a bird 
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A.1.16 Panel 5 SW  Ship graffiti SP_151 – SP_161 

Ship graffito № SP_151 

Panel № 5 South wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 155 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough but due to the dark colour of 
the plaster, the graffito is not well visible. Even though, it is depicted in simple to schematic 
manner and it is not informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorized whether it represents a ship or a boat 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_152 

Panel № 5 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 156 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough and are well preserved 
today. Only the upper part of the rigging is erased by plaster erosion and details from the rig/ sail 
there are unclear. The graffito is depicted in schematic manner, and it is informative 

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: square, 4 lines represent shrouds 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 1, 1 boom 

Sails: 1 unfurled square main course 

Steering system: stern rudder with not clear shape 

Flags: 1 triangular astern pointing to east 

Other elements: 

Notes: 
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Ship graffito № SP_153 

Panel № 5 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 157 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic manner and it is informative  

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: lateen 

Steering system: stern rudder 

Flags: 1  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_154 

Panel № 5 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 158 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough, however quite random, 
hence no logical picture of a vessel could be deduced. The only distinctive elements are from the 
rigging – mast, yards and a square main course sail. The hull is shapeless and no other details 
were carved  

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 3 (?) 

Sails: not clear 

Steering system: no 

Flags: not visible 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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Ship graffito № SP_155 

Panel № 5 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 159 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however due to plaster erosion at 
some spots, elements of the hull and rigging are not preserved today. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic manner and it is informative  

Ship type: ship with the bow to west 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft, taking into account the long lateen yard (?) 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit which at its end is not preserved well and elements are obscured 

Yards: 1 lateen  

Sails: furled lateen 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 1 rectangular pointing to east 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_156 

Panel № 5 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 161 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough but at some places are not 
preserved well due to plaster erosion, hence elements of the graffito are not visible. The graffito 
is depicted in simple to schematic manner. Due to poor preservation, today it is not informative  

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft (?) 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: furled lateen 

Steering system: not visible 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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Ship graffito № SP_157 

Panel № 5 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 160 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however, the graffito consists only 
of a hull. It is not informative at all 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised  

Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no  

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_158 

Panel № 5 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A  

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito is depicted only with three lines representing the hull, the 
mast and the yard. It gives no information due to poor appearance 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised  

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: cannot be categorised  

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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Ship graffito № SP_159 

Panel № 5 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 162 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough. The graffito is depicted in 
simple to schematic manner, and it is informative enough 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 lateen yard 

Sails: 1 furled lateen 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_160 

Panel № 5 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 163 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito is depicted only with three lines representing the hull, the 
mast and the yard. It gives no information due to poor appearance  

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_161 
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Panel № 5 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 164 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough, however, the graffito is 
depicted in quite simple manner and it is not informative enough 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

Ship graffiti № 162, 163: oval with a cross inside, human figure 
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A.1.17 Panel 6 SW  Ship graffiti SP_164 – SP_167 

Ship graffito № SP_164 

Panel № 6 South wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito presents only a hull. The contour lines are incised deep. The 
graffito is barely visible as the plaster on which it is incised is darker 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised  

Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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Ship graffito № SP_165 

Panel № 6 South wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 175 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic manner and it is informative.  

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: fore-and-aft 

Masts: 2 

Yards: 2 

Sails: 2 unfurled lateen 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_166 

Panel № 6 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 176 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito is preserved only partially – parts of yards, upper portion of 
a sail and a mast with a flag. The rest of graffito is erased by plaster erosion.  

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised  

Masts: 1 visible 

Yards: not clear 

Sails: not clear 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 1 triangular pointing to east 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_167 

Panel № 6 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 173 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 
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Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic manner and it is informative  

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: fore-and-aft 

Masts: 1  

Yards: 1 

Sails: 1 unfurled lateen 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 1 triangular pointing to east 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.1.18 Panel 7 SW  Ship graffiti SP_168 – SP_176 

Ship graffito № SP_168 

Panel № 7 South wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 170 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are thin and incised shallow but clear. The graffito is 
complete and it is depicted in schematic manner and it is informative. It is tilted and the graffito is 
oriented vertically 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: lines present the standing rigging, fore-and-aft 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 1  

Sails: furled square 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 
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Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_169 

Panel № 7 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 172 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic to elaborate manner, and it is informative. Unfortunately, the right end (stern?) of the 
graffito is cut due to plaster erosion  

Ship type: oar-sail-powered ship 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft/ lateen 

Masts: 2 

Yards: 2 

Sails: 2 unfurled lateen sails, the slightly curved lines of the sails show the direction of the wind 
coming from west 

Steering system: 14 oars 

Flags: 1 triangular pointing to east 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_170 

Panel № 7 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 171 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic to elaborate manner, and it is informative. Unfortunately, the right end (stern?) of the 
graffito is cut due to plaster erosion  

Ship type: oar-sail-powered ship 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft/ lateen  

Masts: 2 

Yards: 2 

Sails: 2 unfurled lateen sails, the slightly curved lines of the sails show the direction of the wind 
coming from west  

Steering system: 10 oars 
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Flags: 1 triangular pointing to east 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_171 

Panel № 7 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 169 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however today these are barely 
visible. The plaster around the graffito is fallen apart, resulted in erasing some of the elements. 
The graffito is depicted in schematic manner.  

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft/ lateen 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: unfurled lateen 

Steering system: stern rudder (straight) 

Flags: 2: on the mainmast 1 triangular pointing to east; astern on a pole – triangular pointing to 
west 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_172 

Panel № 7 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 168 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however today these are barely 
visible. The plaster around the graffito is fallen apart, resulted in erasing some of the elements. 
The graffito is depicted in simple manner. 

Ship type: boat 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 
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Steering system: no 

Flags: 1 triangular pointing to east 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_173 

Panel № 7 South wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 167 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however today these are barely 
visible. The graffito is depicted in schematic manner.  

Ship type: cannot be categorised with certainty whether it is boat or a ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1  

Sails: 1 unfurled lateen (?) 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 1 triangular pointing to east 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_174 

Panel № 7 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito is barely visible and only the half of it is preserved today. 
Half of it is erased with the plaster erosion. The graffito is not clear, and an information cannot be 
extracted 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: not visible 

Yards: not visible 

Sails: not visible  

Steering system: no 
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Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_175 

Panel № 7 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 166 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised shallow and barely visible today. The right 
end of the graffito is erased due to plaster erosion. The graffito is depicted in simple to schematic 
manner, however, it is not informative. The only visible elements are lines forming a sail and oars. 

Ship type: cannot be categorised with certainty 

Rigging type: square (?) 

Masts: not distinctive  

Yards: not distinctive 

Sails: 1 unfurled square? 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_176 

Panel № 7 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 165 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east  

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however, today are barely visible. 
The graffito is complete and depicted in schematic manner.  

Ship type: oar-sailed-powered ship 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft/ lateen 

Masts: not visible, probably 1 and hidden by the unfurled lateen sail which appeared in front 

Yards: 1 

Sails: unfurled lateen, the curved lines of the sail showing that wind comes from east 

Steering system: 2 longer lines – remind of quarter rudders; oars. This seems peculiar taking into 
account that the use of this type of steering ends around 15th c. 
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Flags: 1 astern on a pole – triangular pointing to west 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.1.19 Panel 8 SW  Ship graffiti SP_177 

Ship graffito № SP_177 

Panel № 8 South wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 174 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), south wall in the nave of the church 
looking from west to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic manner and it is informative 

Ship type: oar-sail-powered ship 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft/ lateen 

Masts: 2: mainmast and mizzen 

Yards: 2 

Sails: 2 lateens 

Steering system: 10 oars 

Flags: on the mainmast – 1 triangular pointing to east 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.1.20 Panel 9 SW  Ship graffiti SP_178 – SP_182 

Ship graffito № SP_178 

Panel № 9 South wall 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), east wall of the south entrance in the 
south wall inside the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however, due to the dark colour of 
the plaster the graffito is barely visible. It is depicted in schematic to elaborate manner, and it is 
informative.  

Ship type: oar-sail-powered ship 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft 

Masts: 2: foremast and mainmast, which is slightly abaft  
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Yards: 2 

Sails: 2 mainsails lateen 

Steering system: 9 oars 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_179 

Panel № 9 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), east wall of the south entrance in the 
south wall inside the nave of the church  

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito is barely visible and it is not informative. It consists only of a 
hull 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: no  

Steering system: no  

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_180 

Panel № 9 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), east wall of the south entrance in the 
south wall inside the nave of the church  

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however, due to the dark colour of 
the plaster the graffito is barely visible. It is depicted in schematic to elaborate manner, and it is 
informative.  

Ship type: ship with the bow to west 

Rigging type: square rig 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 2 square, 1 gaff yard 



Appendix A 

118 

Sails: 2 unfurled square main course sail and topsail 

Steering system: stern rudder (curved) 

Flags: 1 triangular pointing to east 

Other elements: transverse stern 

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_181 

Panel № 9 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), east wall of the south entrance in the 
south wall inside the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however, due to the dark colour of 
the plaster the graffito is barely visible. It is depicted in schematic to elaborate manner, and it is 
informative.  

Ship type: oar-sail-powered ship 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft 

Masts: 2: mainmast and mizzen 

Yards: 2 

Sails: 2 unfurled lateen 

Steering system: 10 oars and frame for stabilisation  

Flags: no 

Other elements: frame for stabilisation of the oars 

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № SP_182 

Panel № 9 South wall  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Spas (St. Christ Saviour), east wall of the south entrance in the 
south wall inside the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: only the upper section (shrouds of rigging) is preserved. The rest is 
erased due to plaster erosion, hence the graffito is not informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: cannot be categorised 

Yards: no 

Sails: no  
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Steering system:  

Flags: 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2 RTI captures and graphic illustrations of ship graffiti in the Church of 

St. Stephen 

A.2.1 Panel 1 Ship graffiti ST_001 – ST_010 

Ship graffito № ST_001 

Panel № 1  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 36 Б 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west wall in the nave of the church looking from north to 
south 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic manner and it is not quite informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised with certainty whether it is a ship or a boat 

Rigging type: square, but it cannot be categorised with certainty/ 11 lines presents elements of 
the rigging 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 1  

Sails: no 
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Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_002 

Panel № 1 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 36 В 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west wall in the nave of the church looking from north to 
south 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in simple style and it is informative 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 2 

Sails: 2 unfurled square main course and a main topsail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 1 rectangular pointing to east 

Other elements:  

Notes: Both stern and stem of the hull are highly pronounced  

 

Ship graffito № ST_003 

Panel № 1 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 36 Г 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west wall in the nave of the church looking from north to 
south 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in simple manner and it is informative  

Ship type: ship with the bow to east (galley?) 

Rigging type: square  

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 3, 1 sprit yard on the bowsprit 

Sails: 3 unfurled main course, main topsail and topgallant sail, 1 unfurled sprit sail on the bowsprit 

Steering system: stern rudder (curved) 

Flags: 1 rectangular on the main mast 

Other elements: 

Notes:  
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Ship graffito № ST_004 

Panel № 1 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 36 A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west wall in the nave of the church looking from north to 
south 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in simple manner and it is informative 

Ship type: ship (galley?) 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 3 

Sails: 3 unfurled square main course, main top sail, topgallant 

Steering system: 11 oars 

Flags: 1 rectangular pointing to east 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_005 

Panel № 1 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 36 Д 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west wall in the nave of the church looking from north to 
south 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in simple manner and it is informative  

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 2 

Sails: 2 unfurled main course and a topsail (half of it not preserved)  

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_006 

Panel № 1 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 
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Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west wall in the nave of the church looking from north to 
south 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are barely and partially visible today due to plaster 
erosion and covering some elements with a plaster during previous conservation procedures 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 partially visible 

Yards: no 

Sails: no  

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_007 

Panel № 1 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 36 E 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west wall in the nave of the church looking from north to 
south 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough. The graffito is 
depicted in simple manner and it is informative 

Ship type: ship with the bow pointing to west 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 2 

Sails: 2 unfurled square main course and a topsail 

Steering system: no  

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_008 

Panel № 1 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 36 Ж 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west wall in the nave of the church looking from north to 
south 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised shallower rather than the ones of the 
surrounding graffiti, however these are clearly visible. The graffito is depicted in simple manner 
and it is informative enough 
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Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 2, however cannot be distinct whether the one resembles a foremast or a mizzen 

Yards: 4 

Sails: 3 unfurled square sails and 1 furled 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_009 

Panel № 1 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 36 З 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west wall in the nave of the church looking from north to 
south 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic manner and it is informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised with certainty whether it presents a ship or a boat 

Rigging type: square  

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: 1 unfurled square 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 1 line represents the flag 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_010 

Panel № 1 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 36 И 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west wall in the nave of the church looking from north to 
south 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised shallow but clear and visible today. The 
graffito is depicted in simple manner and it is informative enough 

Ship type: ship with the bow pointing west 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 2, 1 boom 
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Sails: 2 unfurled main course and a topsail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.2 Panel 2 Ship graffiti ST_011 – ST_012 

Ship graffito № ST_011 

Panel № 2 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 35 A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic to elaborate manner and it is informative 

Ship type: ship pointing with the bow to east (galley) 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit  

Yards: 4, 1 bowsprit’s sprit yard  

Sails: bowsprit - 1 furled sprit sail; 4 unfurled square main course, topsail, topgallant, main royal 
sail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 
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Other elements: 8 anchors/ oars? 

Notes:  

 

Ship graffito № ST_012 

Panel № 2 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner. It is not quite informative. The graffito is positioned slightly tilted at one side 

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: square  

Masts: 1 

Yards: 2 

Sails: cannot be categorised  

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.3 Panel 3 Ship graffiti ST_013 – ST_023 

Ship graffito № ST_013 

Panel № 3 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 34 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however the graffito represents only 
a hull, hence it is not informative  

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: no 

Yards: no  

Sails: no  

Steering system: 1 straight line at right – stern rudder? 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_014 

Panel № 3 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 34 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito represents only a hull and unclear elements of rigging. The 
lines are incised deep, however, it is not informative  

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: uncertain  

Yards: 2 visible 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_015 

Panel № 3 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 34 
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Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic manner and it is informative enough 

Ship type: ship with the bow to east 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 2, 1 sprit yard  

Sails: furled main course and a topsail, 1 furled sprit sail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_016 

Panel № 3 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 34 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic manner, and it is informative 

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: 1 unfurled square mainsail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_017 

Panel № 3 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 34 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east  

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito represents only a hull and it is not informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 
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Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no  

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_018 

Panel № 3 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 34 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. Elements of the topsail are not 
preserved but it is still clear and visible. The graffito is depicted in schematic manner and it is 
informative  

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 2  

Sails: 2 unfurled square main course and a topsail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_019 

Panel № 3 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 34 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic manner, and it is informative  

Ship type: ship with the bow to east 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 2, 1 sprit yard 

Sails: 2 unfurled square main course and topsail, 1 unfurled sprit sail 

Steering system: no 
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Flags: no 

Other elements: 5 anchors/ oars?  

Notes:  

 

Ship graffito № ST_020 

Panel № 3 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 34 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito is quite tiny and not informative, even though the contour 
lines are incised deep and clear 

Ship type: cannot be categorised with certainty but it reminds more of a boat 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised  

Masts: 1  

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_021 

Panel № 3 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 34 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner and it is informative  

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: N/A 

Masts: 2: 1 mainmast, shorter one – mizzen/ foremast? 

Yards: no 

Sails: N/A 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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Ship graffito № ST_022 

Panel № 3 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 34 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner and it is informative  

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: square  

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 1  

Sails: 1 unfurled square 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements: 6 anchors/ oars? 

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_023 

Panel № 3 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 34 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east  

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised shallow and today the graffito is barely 
visible. It consists only from a hull and a mast, hence it is not informative enough 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised  

Masts: 1 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.4 Panel 4 Ship graffiti ST_024 – ST_031 

Ship graffito № ST_024 

Panel № 4 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 33 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The upper portion of the 
main topsail is not preserved today due to plaster erosion. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner, and it is informative.  

Ship type: ship with the bow to east 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 1, 1 sprit yard 

Sails: 2 square main course and a topsail (preserved only half), 1 unfurled sprit sail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 1 on the left top corner of the main course sail 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_025 

Panel № 4 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 33 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep but randomly and the graffito 
appearance is unclear, hence not informative  

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: cannot be categorised 

Yards: cannot be categorised 

Sails: cannot be categorised 

Steering system: not visible 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_026 

Panel № 4 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 33 
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Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however some of the lines 
randomly. The graffito is depicted in schematic manner and it is informative  

Ship type: ship with the bow to west 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 3 

Sails: 3 unfurled square main sail, topsail and topgallant, 1 unfurled sprit sail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 1 rectangular pointing to east 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_027 

Panel № 4 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 33 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however some of the lines 
randomly. The graffito is depicted in schematic manner and it is informative 

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: 1 unfurled square mainsail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 1 rectangular pointing to east 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_028 

Panel № 4 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 33 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear, but it seems that the 
graffito is incomplete. It is depicted in simple manner, and it is not informative  

Ship type: cannot be categorised  
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Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: no 

Sails: no  

Steering system: stern rudder (curved) 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_029 

Panel № 4 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 33 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic manner 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: 1 square main sail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_030 

Panel № 4 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 33 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep but randomly, resulted in a not 
logical picture. None of the elements of the graffito are distinctive and informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: cannot be categorised 

Yards: cannot be categorised 

Sails: cannot be categorised 
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Steering system: cannot be categorised 

Flags: not distinctive 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_031 

Panel № 4 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 33 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner 

Ship type: cannot be categorised with certainty whether it represents a ship or a boat 

Rigging type: N/A 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: 1 furled square main sail? 

Steering system: no 

Flags: not distinctive 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.5 Panel 5 Ship graffiti ST_032 – ST_041 

Ship graffito № ST_032 

Panel № 5 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 32 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic manner and it is informative  

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 3 

Sails: 2 unfurled square main course and a topsail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_033 

Panel № 5 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 32 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised shallow and it barely visible today. The 
graffito represents only a hull and it is not informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: no 

Yards: no  

Sails: no  

Steering system: no  

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_034 

Panel № 5 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 32 
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Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner and it is informative, even though some of the lines are incised randomly 

Ship type: ship with the bow to east 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 3  

Sails: 3 unfurled square main sail, topsail and topgallant, 1 unfurled sprit sail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 1 rectangular pointing to west 

Other elements: above the left end (stern) of the graffito, a bird is depicted; vertical lines below 
the keel might represent anchors or oars, however these are carved randomly and their number 
cannot be extracted 

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_035 

Panel № 5 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 32 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep but randomly, hence the most 
elements of the graffito are not distinctive and informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: cannot be categorised 

Yards: cannot be categorised 

Sails: cannot be categorised 

Steering system: not distinctive 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_036 

Panel № 5 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 32 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 
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Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are barely visible by a naked eye. Thanks to the 
application of the RTI technique it is possible to trace the ship graffito. It is depicted in schematic 
manner and it is informative  

Ship type: cannot be categorised with certainty whether it represents a ship or a boat 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 1 

Sails: 1 unfurled sail (square?) 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_037 

Panel № 5 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 32 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
simple manner, and it is not informative  

Ship type: cannot be categorized whether it represents a boat or a ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: no 

Steering system: stern rudder (straight)  

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_038 

Panel № 5 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 32 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner and it is informative 

Ship type: ship with the bow to east 

Rigging type: square (2 lines represent the forestays and backstay) 
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Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 1  

Sails: 1 unfurled square mainsail 

Steering system: stern rudder (straight) 

Flags: 1 pointing to west 

Other elements:  2 anchors  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_039 

Panel № 5 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 32 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however, the graffito consists only 
of couple of lines which are not informative, e.g. the hull is represented by one line  

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: cannot be categorised 

Yards: cannot be categorised 

Sails: cannot be categorised 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_040 

Panel № 5 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 32 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however, the graffito is depicted in 
simple manner and it is not informative  

Ship type: cannot be categorised whether it represents a ship or a boat 

Rigging type: 4 lines represent the forestay and backstay, but it cannot be categorised with 
certain 

Masts: 1 

Yards: no 

Sails: no  

Steering system: one line seems to represent a straight stern rudder 
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Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_041 

Panel № 5 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 32 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east  

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic manner and it is informative 

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: square  

Masts: 1 

Yards: 2 

Sails: 2 unfurled square main sail and a topsail 

Steering system: not visible 

Flags: no 

Other elements: 7 anchors/ oars? 

Notes: 
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A.2.6 Panel 6 Ship graffiti ST_042 – ST_050 

Ship graffito № ST_042 

Panel № 6 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 31 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic manner, and it is informative 

Ship type:  ship 

Rigging type: 4 lines represent the standing rigging, however, because of the lack of other rigging 
elements, it cannot be deduced what type it resembles 

Masts: 1 

Yards: no 

Sails: no  

Steering system: no  

Flags: no 

Other elements: 2 anchors/ oars? 

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_043 

Panel № 6 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 31 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner, however, there are elements from the hull which are randomly carved, and cannot be 
categorized  

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: fore-and-aft/ lateen 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 1 

Sails: 1 unfurled lateen sail 

Steering system: not distinctive 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_044 

Panel № 6 
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Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 31 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito is tiny and barely visible. It is depicted in simple manner and 
it is not informative.  

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: 3 lines represents elements of the standing rigging, however, it cannot be suggested 
what type it is 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_045 

Panel № 6 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 31 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic manner and it is informative to some extend  

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: furled, the type is unknown 

Steering system: not distinctive 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_046 

Panel № 6 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 31 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 
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Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner and it is informative  

Ship type: ship with the bow to west 

Rigging type: square (2 lines represent shrouds or braces)  

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 3  

Sails: square main course, main topsail, topgallant 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 1 triangular pointing to east 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_047 

Panel № 6 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 31 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner.  

Ship type: cannot be categorised whether it represents a boat or a ship 

Rigging type: 8 lines represent the forestay and backstay, and there are no other elements of the 
rigging 

Masts: 1 

Yards: no 

Sails: no  

Steering system: no  

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_048 

Panel № 6 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 31 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, but there are some randomly carved 
lines that form not coherent elements  

Ship type: ship with the bow to east (due to the highly pronounced stern) 

Rigging type: square  
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Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 3 

Sails: 2 unfurled square sails 

Steering system: not distinctive 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_049 

Panel № 6 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 31 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner and it is informative  

Ship type: ship with the bow to west 

Rigging type: square (5 lines represent the fore and backstay) 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 1, 1 sprit yard 

Sails: furled square? 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_050 

Panel № 6 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 31 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is schematic. It is tilted 
at one side and the hull is vertically positioned. It is not quite informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised with certainty 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: furled square? 

Steering system: no 
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Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

 



Appendix A 

151 

 

 

A.2.7 Panel 7 Ship graffiti ST_051 – ST_054 

Ship graffito № ST_051 

Panel № 7 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 30 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner and it is informative 

Ship type: ship with the bow to west 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 1, 1 sprit yard 

Sails: unfurled square main course sail, 1 unfurled sprit sail on the bow 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements: 5 lines represent anchors/ oars? 

Notes: there are letters in Greek above and below the graffito. These are not deciphered. 

 

Ship graffito № ST_052 

Panel № 7 
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Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 30 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east  

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito seems incomplete and not informative. It is not coherent 
and cannot be categorized as neither a boat, nor a ship.  

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: 2/3 that reminds of lateen sails but due to their simplistic style, it cannot be deduced with 
certainty 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_053 

Panel № 7 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 30 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner and it is informative 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 2 

Sails: 2 unfurled square mainsail and topsail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: there are letters in Greek above and below the graffito. These are not deciphered. 

 

Ship graffito № ST_054 

Panel № 7 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 30 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 
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Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner and it is informative 

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: fore-and-aft 

Masts: 2: mainmast, either mizzen or foremast? 

Yards: 2  

Sails: 2 unfurled square main course and gaff or lateen mizzen? 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.8 Panel 8 Ship graffiti ST_055 – ST_058 

Ship graffito № ST_055 

Panel № 8 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 29 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner and it is informative 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: 1 unfurled square mainsail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: on the right of the graffito there are letters in Greek 
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Ship graffito № ST_056 

Panel № 8 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 29 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines do not form a coherent appearance of a ship/ a boat. 
It is not informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1  

Yards: 1 

Sails: not distinctive/ clear 

Steering system: not visible 

Flags: not visible  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_057 

Panel № 8 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 29 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east  

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner and it is informative  

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 1  

Sails: 1 half-furled square mainsail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 1 rectangular pointing to east 

Other elements:  

Notes: there are Greek letters on the left end of the graffito. These are not deciphered.  

 

Ship graffito № ST_058 

Panel № 8 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 29 
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Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east  

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner and it is informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised with certainty whether it is a boat or a ship 

Rigging type: square (?) 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 1 

Sails: 1 furled square mainsail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.9 Panel 9 Ship graffiti ST_059 – ST_065 

Ship graffito № ST_059 

Panel № 9 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 28 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner and it is informative  

Ship type: ship with the bow to west 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 4, 1 sprit yard 

Sails: unfurled square main course, topsail, topgallant, main royal, 1 unfurled sprit sail 

Steering system: stern rudder (curved) 

Flags: 1 rectangular pointing to west 

Other elements: 3 anchors, the ship is towing 2 boats, there are random vertical lines below the 
hull with uncertain purpose. On the right corner of the topsail - a human figure, probably of a 
saint? 
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Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_060 

Panel № 9 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 28 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east  

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however, the graffito is not 
informative as it only consists of a hull, a mast, a yard.  

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: no  

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_61 

Panel № 9 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 28 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are of the hull are incised deep, however, the ones 
which represent elements of the rigging are not well visible today, probably because these were 
incised shallow. The graffito is depicted in simple manner and it is not informative  

Ship type: cannot be categorised whether it is a boat or a ship 

Rigging type: 

Masts: 

Yards: 

Sails: 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_062 

Panel № 9 
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Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 28 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised shallow, and today the graffito is not well 
visible, taking into account its small size as well. It is depicted in simple manner, and it is not 
informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: no  

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_063 

Panel № 9 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 28 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are deep, however these present only a hull, a mast, a 
yard. It is simple and does not provide information 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 1 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_064 

Panel № 9 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 28 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 
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Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The hull is carved in quite schematic 
and unrealistic style.  

Ship type: ship with the bow to west (the presence of bowsprit) 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 1, 1 sprit yard 

Sails: 1 unfurled square mainsail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_065 

Panel № 9 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 28 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are deep, however these present only a hull, a mast, a 
yard. It is simple and does not provide information 

Ship type: cannot be categorised whether it represents a boat or a ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised. It could be suggested fore-and-aft rig due to the presence of 
long raked yard (maybe lateen) 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 1 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.10 Panel 10 Ship graffiti ST_066 – ST_071 

Ship graffito № ST_066 

Panel № 10 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 27 E 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito is unclear because there are random lines carved around 
and on the graffito itself, and the contour lines that form ST_066 look not cohererent, therefore it 
resulted in not informative picture 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 2 

Yards: 1 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements: 2 lines below the hull – not certain what represent 

Notes:  

 

Ship graffito № ST_067 

Panel № 10 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 27 A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner and it is informative. However, there are random lines with unclear purpose and some of 
the elements cannot be categorised 

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 3: mainmast, foremast and mizzen, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 4, 1 sprit yard  

Sails: 2 square main course and topsail, 2 lateen 

Steering system: not distinctive 

Flags: not distinctive 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_068 
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Panel № 10 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 27 Д 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however, there are random lines 
crossing the graffito, resulted in the complete visibility of important elements 

Ship type: cannot be categorised whether it represents a boat or a ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised due to the crossing by other random lines  

Masts: 1, however it is uncertain 

Yards: not certain 

Sails: not visible  

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_069 

Panel № 10 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 27 Г 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner and it is informative  

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: cannot be recognised 

Masts: 2: mainmast and raked abaft mizzen? 

Yards: 2 

Sails: 2 unfurled lateen sails 

Steering system: not distinctive 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_070 

Panel № 10 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 27 В 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 
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Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in simple 
manner and it is not quite informative. The hull consists only of one line. 

Ship type: cannot be categorised with certainty 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 2 

Sails: 2 unfurled square mainsail and topgallant 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_071 

Panel № 10 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 27 Б 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in simple 
manner and it is not quite informative 

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 2, 1 sprit yard 

Sails: 2 unfurled square main course and main topsail, foresail (lateen?), mizzen sail (lateen?) 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: similar to ST_067 



Appendix A 

165 

 

 

 



Appendix A 

166 

A.2.11 Panel 11 Ship graffiti ST_072 – ST_077 

Ship graffito № ST_072 

Panel № 11 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however, the graffito is depicted in 
simple manner, and it looks that it is incomplete. The elements are not quite informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 2 

Yards: cannot be categorised 

Sails: furled unknown type 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_073 

Panel № 11 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however, the graffito is depicted in 
simple manner. The elements are not quite informative. The right section of the hull is almost 
eroded and barely visible today.  

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft 

Masts: 3 

Yards: 3 

Sails: unfurled lateen or sprit sails 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_074 

Panel № 11 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 
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Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however, some details of the 
graffito are barely visible today. Due to this, the graffito appeared to be less informative 

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised with certainty 

Masts: unclear 

Yards: unclear 

Sails: unclear 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 2 lines represent flags which pointing to west 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_075 

Panel № 11 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 24 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however, the graffito is depicted in 
simple manner. The elements are not quite informative. 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: not certain 

Yards: not certain 

Sails: not certain 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_076 

Panel № 11 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 23  

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito represents two vessels in tow. It seems that these are in 
connection with ST_075. Their contour lines are incised deep.  
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Ship type: cannot be categorised with certainty whether these represent boats or ship, or a ship 
and a boat? 

Rigging type: the two vessels have 2 lines representing the forestay and backstay but cannot be 
categorised  

Masts: 1 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_077 

Panel № 11 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 25-26 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito represents two vessels in tow. Their contour lines are 
incised deep and the graffito is depicted in schematic manner.  

Ship type: ships 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: the smaller graffito – 2; the larger -3 

Yards: the smaller graffito – 3; the larger – 2? 

Sails: the smaller graffito – 2 unfurled sails; the larger – 2 which type cannot be categorised 

Steering system: no 

Flags: the smaller graffito – 2 rectangular pointing to west 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.12 Panel 12 Ship graffiti ST_078 – ST_080 

Ship graffito № ST_078 

Panel № 12 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 19 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner. Even though, it is not quite informative  

Ship type: cannot be categorised with certainty whether it represents a boat or a ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: not distinctive 

Sails: not certain 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_079 

Panel № 12 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 20 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in simple 
manner, and it is not quite informative  

Ship type: cannot be categorised with certainty whether it represents a boat or a ship 

Rigging type: not certain (only 2 lines represent the forestay and backstay)  

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_080 

Panel № 12 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 21 
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Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner, and it is not quite informative  

Ship type: ship with the bow to east 

Rigging type: not certain (6 lines represent the forestay and backstay)  

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 1 

Sails: no 

Steering system: stern rudder (curved) 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.13 Panel 13 Ship graffiti ST_081 – ST_083 

Ship graffito № ST_081 

Panel № 13 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 20 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in simple 
manner and it is not quite informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised whether it represents a boat or a ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: no 

Sails: no  

Steering system: no  

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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Ship graffito № ST_082 

Panel № 13 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 22 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however the upper section of the 
graffito is missing due to plaster erosion. It is not quite informative today 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised  

Masts: only the half of the mainmast is preserved today 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_083 

Panel № 13 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 22 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall in the nave of the church looking from west to 
east  

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito is depicted upside down with the keel up. The contour lines 
are incised deep, however, the graffito is not quite informative 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: not certain (8 lines represent the forestay and backstay) 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: not distinctive  

Sails: no 

Steering system: not visible 

Flags: 1  

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.14 Panel 14 Ship graffiti ST_084 – ST_085 

Ship graffito № ST_084 

Panel № 14 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west wall of the south entrance in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito is barely visible by a naked eye. The applied RTI technique 
revealed deeply incised contour lines. The graffito is depicted in simple manner and it is not quite 
informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised with certainty whether it introduces a boat or a ship 

Rigging type: N/A  

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 foremast or mizzen highly raked 

Yards: 1  

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_085 

Panel № 14 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west wall of the south entrance in the nave of the church  

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito is barely visible and unclear due to plaster erosion. It was 
possible to be registered due to the application of RTI technique 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: uncertain  

Yards: uncertain 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 



Appendix A 

176 

 

 

 

A.2.15 Panel 16 Ship graffito ST_086 

Ship graffito № ST_086 
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Panel № 16 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, central apse in the altar of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised quite deep. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic manner and it is informative 

Ship type: ship with the bow to west 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 1 

Sails: 1 unfurled square main course sail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.16 Panel 17 Ship graffiti ST_087 – ST_088 

Ship graffito № ST_087 

Panel № 17 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, central apse in the altar of the church – north section 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised shallow, and today the graffito’s elements 
are barely visible. It is not informative 

Ship type: ship with the bow to east 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 mainmast forward, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: no 

Sails: no  

Steering system: no  
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Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_088 

Panel № 17 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, central apse in the altar of the church – north section  

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised shallow, and today the graffito’s elements 
are barely visible. Only the hull is visible. It is not informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1  

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.17 Panel 18 Ship graffiti ST_089 – ST_094 

Ship graffito № ST_089 

Panel № 18 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, central apse in the altar of the church, north section 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised quite shallow and are barely visible today. 
It is turned with the bow downwards. The graffito is depicted in schematic manner, even though it 
is not quite informative 

Ship type: ship with the bow downwards  

Rigging type: 3 lines between the foremast and the bowsprit (forestays), cannot be categorised  

Masts: 2: 1 mainmast positioned forward, 1 mizzen, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 2 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_090 

Panel № 18 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, central apse in the altar of the church, north section 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised quite shallow and it is barely visible today. 
There are elements from the left half of the graffito that are not preserved today 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: 4 lines represent elements of the standing rigging, however, it could not be 
categorised 

Masts: 1  

Yards: 3 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_091 

Panel № 18 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 
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Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, central apse in the altar of the church, north section 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are barely visible today, even though with the 
application of RTI technique, some are missing due to plaster erosion. The graffito is not 
informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: uncertain 

Yards: uncertain 

Sails: cannot be categorised with certainty 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:   

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_092 

Panel № 18 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, central apse in the altar of the church, north section 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are barely visible today, however, still there are 
elements of the graffito visible enough that form coherent and distinctive features 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft 

Masts: 2 

Yards: 2 

Sails: 2 unfurled lateen sails 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_093 

Panel № 18 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, central apse in the altar of the church, north section  

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are barely visible today, even though with the 
application of RTI technique, some are missing due to plaster erosion. The graffito is not 
informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 
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Masts: unclear 

Yards: unclear 

Sails: cannot be categorised 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_094 

Panel № 18 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, central apse in the altar of the church, north section 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are barely visible today, even though with the 
application of RTI technique, some are missing due to plaster erosion. The graffito is not 
informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised  

Masts: cannot be categorised 

Yards: cannot be categorised 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.18 Panel 19 Ship graffiti ST_095 – ST_096 

Ship graffito № ST_095 

Panel № 19 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall of the north entrance in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. Some elements are covered with 
plaster during conservation procedures, others are missing due to plaster erosion. Besides, the 
graffito is depicted in simple manner, hence it is not informative.  

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised  

Masts: uncertain how many masts are 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no  

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_096 

Panel № 19 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall of the north entrance in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the left section of the graffito is missing due to plaster erosion. On the 
right, the graffito represents a vessel in tow. It is quite unclear and not informative. The left 
depiction is yet unclear 

Ship type: two vessels in tow, which cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: the right graffito – 1 mainmast; the left - unclear 

Yards: no 

Sails: cannot be categorised 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.19 Panel 20 Ship graffiti ST_097 – 098 

Ship graffito № ST_097 

Panel № 20 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west wall of the north entrance in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the upper part of the graffito is missing due to plaster erosion, only the 
hull and some elements (lines) of the standing rigging are preserved today. The contour lines are 
incised deep, however due to the lack of the half of its features, the graffito is not informative 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised  

Masts: no 

Yards: no  

Sails: no 

Steering system: stern rudder (straight) 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_098 

Panel № 20 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west wall of the north entrance in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines seem randomly depicted, and its features are not 
quite distinctive, hence the graffito is not informative 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: cannot be categorized  

Yards: not distinctive  

Sails: not distinctive 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.20 Panel 20-1 Ship graffito ST_099 

Ship graffito № ST_099 

Panel № 20-1 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west wall of the north entrance in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however, the graffito is depicted in 
quite simple manner with net-like technique applied to the entire depiction. It is not informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised  

Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: not distinctive 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

A.2.21 Panel 21 Ship graffiti ST_100 – ST_101 

Ship graffito № ST_100 

Panel № 21 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, north wall in the nave of the church looking from east to 
west 
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Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear enough, however, the 
graffito is depicted in simple manner and it is not quite informative. The hull consists only from 
one line 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: only 6 lines of the standing rigging are depicted, therefore it cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1  

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no  

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: The vessel is towing boats? 

 

Ship graffito № ST_101 

Panel № 21 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A  

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, north wall in the nave of the church looking from east to 
west 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised randomly and unclear, therefore, the 
features of the graffito are not distinctive nor informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: not distinctive 

Yards: not distinctive 

Sails: not distinctive  

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.22 Panel 22 Ship graffiti ST_145 – ST_146 

Ship graffito № ST_145 

Panel № 22 narthex 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog):  

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall in the narthex of the church, looking from south 
to north 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however, the graffito is barely 
visible because it is covered and surrounded by other graffiti lines and inscriptions, and some of 
the elements are covered by plaster during conservation procedures. The graffito itself seems 
incomplete 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised  

Masts: 2 

Yards: no 

Sails: not visible 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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Ship graffito № ST_146 

Panel № 22 narthex  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall in the narthex of the church, looking from south 
to north 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however, barely visible today. Some 
of the elements are erased due to plaster erosion and are unclear 

Ship type: cannot be categorised whether it represents a boat or a ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised  

Masts: 2 

Yards: 2 

Sails: 2 unfurled sails 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.23 Panel 23 Ship graffito ST_102 

Ship graffito № ST_102 

Panel № 23 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 
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Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west wall in the nave of the church looking from north to 
south 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised shallow, today are barely visible. The 
graffito is depicted in simple manner and it is not quite informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised whether it represents a boat or a ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 1 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

 

A.2.24 Panel 24 Ship graffito ST_104 

Ship graffito № ST_104 

Panel № 24 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 
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Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, north wall of the west entrance in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however, the graffito is depicted in 
simple manner and it seems incomplete. It is not quite informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised  

Masts: 2 

Yards: uncertain 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

 

A.2.25 Panel 25 Ship graffito ST_105 

Ship graffito № ST_105 

Panel № 25 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall of the west entrance in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito consists only of random lines, hence there are no distinctive 
elements and features 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: cannot be categorised 
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Yards: not distinctive 

Sails: not distinctive  

Steering system: not distinctive 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

 

A.2.26 Panel 26 Ship graffito ST_106 

Ship graffito № ST_106 

Panel № 26 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, north wall of the southern column in the nave of the 
church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised shallow with quite thin sharp tool, 
however today it is preserved very well. The graffito is depicted in schematic manner, and it is 
informative  

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: cannot be categorised 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: stern rudder (straight) 
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Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

 

A.2.27 Panel 27 Ship graffiti ST_107 – ST_110 

Ship graffito № ST_107 

Panel № 27 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall of the south column in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however, the graffito is depicted in 
simple manner, and it is not informative. The graffito is unclear 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1? 

Yards: 2? 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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Ship graffito № ST_108 

Panel № 27 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall of the south column in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in simple 
manner and it is not informative enough 

Ship type: cannot be categorised whether it represents a boat or a ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: 1 unfurled sail (unknown type)  

Steering system: no 

Flags: 1 triangular pointing to west 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_109 

Panel № 27 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall of the south column in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito is partially preserved. Elements of the hull are missing and 
some of the rigging as well, due to plaster erosion. However, the contour lines are incised deep. 
The graffito is depicted in simple manner and it is not quite informative 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: square fore and mainmasts; forestays; fore-and-aft mizzen  

Masts: 2, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 5 square rig yards, 1 lateen 

Sails: 4 unfurled square sails; 1 unfurled mizzen lateen 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:   

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_110 

Panel № 27 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall of the south column in the nave of the church 
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Ship graffito appearance: the graffito is not preserved well due to plaster erosion. It is unclear 
and no information can be extracted 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: unclear 

Yards: unclear 

Sails: unclear  

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

 

A.2.28 Panel 28 Ship graffito ST_111 

Ship graffito № ST_111 

Panel № 28 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall of the south column in the nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in simple to 
schematic manner, and it is informative enough 
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Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised  

Masts: 1 

Yards: no 

Sails: 1 unfurled (not certain about the type) 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements: transom stern 

Notes: 

 

 

A.2.29 Panel 34 Ship graffiti ST_117 – ST_122 

Ship graffito № ST_117 

Panel № 34 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, north wall of the apse in the north nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: only the hull of the vessel is preserved today, the upper part is covered 
by letters in Greek. The graffito is not informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 



Appendix A 

201 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: no 

Yards: no  

Sails: no  

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_118 

Panel № 34 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, north wall of the apse in the north nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: only the hull of the vessel is preserved today, the upper part is covered 
by the year 1800. The graffito is not informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no  

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_121 

Panel № 34 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, north wall of the apse in the north nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito is barely visible due to the dark color of the plaster and its 
small size. The contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is simple and not quite informative.  

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 mainmast 

Yards: 2 

Sails: 2 unfurled square mainsail and topsail 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 
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Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_122 

Panel № 34 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, north wall of the apse in the north nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however, today the graffito is barely 
visible because it is carved on a dark plaster. Also, its right end is missing due to plaster erosion 

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised  

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: no 

Steering system: oars 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.30 Panel 36 Ship graffiti ST_123 – ST_124 

Ship graffito № ST_123 

Panel № 36 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall of the apse in the north nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito is barely visible today. The hull consists only from 1 line. 
The graffito is not informative  

Ship type: cannot be categorised whether it represents a boat or a ship 

Rigging type: square? 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: 1 unfurled mainsail (?) 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_124 

Panel № 36 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, south wall of the apse in the north nave of the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito consists only of an incomplete hull, hence it is not 
informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: no  

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.31 Panel 10 Narthex  Ship graffiti ST_125 – ST_126 

Ship graffito № ST_125 

Panel № 10 narthex 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall in the narthex of the church, looking from north 
to south  

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito is barely visible and partially erased, the upper section of it 
is missing due to plaster erosion and covered by plaster during conservation procedures of the 
murals 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: unclear 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: 3 vertical lines below the hull representing oars 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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Ship graffito № ST_126 

Panel № 10 narthex 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall in the narthex of the church, looking from north 
to south  

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are barely visible. The graffito is not informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: 3 lines representing elements of the standing rigging, however, it cannot be 
categorised  

Masts: 1 visible 

Yards: 1  

Sails: no 

Steering system: no  

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

 

 

A.2.32 Panel 15 Narthex  Ship graffiti ST_127 – ST_129 

Ship graffito № ST_127 

Panel № 15 narthex 
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Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, the east wall in the narthex of the church, looking from 
south to north 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
to elaborate manner and it is informative. There are some elements of the graffito that are not 
preserved today, either from plaster erosion or cover with plaster during conservation procedures 

Ship type: brig (with the bow to west) 

Rigging type: square  

Masts: 3: foremast with square topsail and topgallant, mainmast with square topsail, mizzen full 
rigged, small mizzen at stern; 4 jibs 

Yards: 7: 2 fore square yards, 1 main square, 1 lateen yard;  

Sails: 4 jibs, 2 furled topsail and topgallant, 1 main topgallant sail, 1 lateen  

Steering system: 2 quarter rudders, stern rudder, 5 oars 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: Use of both quarter rudder and stern rudder start from the end of 14 c., continues through 
the 15 c. and 16 c. 

 

Ship graffito № ST_128 

Panel № 15 narthex 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, the east wall in the narthex of the church, looking from 
south to north 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however, some elements of the 
graffito are unclearly depicted. It is not quite informative 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: cannot be ccategorised 

Masts: 3 

Yards: 5 

Sails: uncertain 

Steering system: unclear 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_129 

Panel № 15 narthex 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, the east wall in the narthex of the church, looking from 
south to north 
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Ship graffito appearance: almost all contour lines are erased due to plaster erosion, and 
unfortunately not much information can be extracted 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised  

Masts: unclear 

Yards: unclear 

Sails: unclear 

Steering system: unclear 

Flags: unclear 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.33 Panel 16 Narthex  Ship graffiti ST_130 – ST_134 

Ship graffito № ST_130 

Panel № 16 narthex 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall in the narthex of the church, looking from south 
to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are barely visible, from one hand due to the dark 
color of the background (plaster), on the other hand because of the random doodling of other 
countless lines surrounded and crossed the graffito. It is difficult to distinct which lines belong to 
the graffito 

Ship type: cannot be categorized 

Rigging type: cannot be categorized 

Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: 4 lines forming 2 triangular shapes, however, it is difficult to categorise these as sails 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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Ship graffito № ST_132 

Panel № 16 narthex 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall in the narthex of the church, looking from south 
to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are barely visible, from one hand due to the dark 
color of the background (plaster), on the other hand because of the random doodling of other 
countless lines surrounded and crossed the graffito. It is difficult to distinct which lines belong to 
the graffito. It consists only of hull, and it is not informative 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: no rigging 

Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no  

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_133 

Panel № 16 narthex 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall in the narthex of the church, looking from south 
to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are barely visible, from one hand due to the dark 
color of the background (plaster), on the other hand because of the random doodling of other 
countless lines surrounded and crossed the graffito. It is difficult to distinct which lines belong to 
the graffito 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: unclear 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_134 

Panel № 16 narthex 
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Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A  

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall in the narthex of the church, looking from south 
to east 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are barely visible, from one hand due to the dark 
color of the background (plaster), on the other hand because of the random doodling of other 
countless lines surrounded and crossed the graffito 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 

Yards: no 

Sails: no  

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

 

A.2.34 Panel 18 Narthex  Ship graffiti ST_135 – ST_139 

Ship graffito № ST_135 

Panel № 18 narthex 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 
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Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall of the narthex in the church, looking from south 
to north 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The upper part of the graffito is 
missing due to plaster erosion.  

Ship type: sail-oar-powered boat with long hull 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised, the upper section is missing 

Masts: unclear 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: oars 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_136 

Panel № 18 narthex  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall of the narthex in the church, looking from south 
to north 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in simple 
manner, and it is not informative  

Ship type: cannot be categorised whether it represents a boat or a ship 

Rigging type: square? 

Masts: 1 

Yards: 1 

Sails: 1 unfurled square main course 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_137 

Panel № 18 narthex  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall of the narthex in the church, looking from south 
to north 

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito is barely visible, hence it is not informative enough 

Ship type: cannot be categorised 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 
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Masts: 2 

Yards: 2 

Sails: unclear 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_138 

Panel № 18 narthex  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall of the narthex in the church, looking from south 
to north 

Ship graffito appearance: it consists only of a half hull and vertical lines (oars), the right section of 
the graffito is missing due to plaster erosion 

Ship type: cannot be categorised  

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.35 Panel 19 Narthex  Ship graffiti ST_140 – ST_144 

Ship graffito № ST_140 

Panel № 19-21 Big1  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall in the narthex of the church, looking from south 
to north 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough, however, it is difficult to 
trace all elements belong to the graffito as there are countless lines from other depictions, 
inscriptions, etc., which surrounded or crossed it 

Ship type: ship with the bow to west, brig 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 2: mainmast and mizzen, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: their number is unclear 

Sails: 1 main topsail, mizzen lateen and a topsail, 1 or 2 jibs 

Steering system: not distinctive 

Flags: 1 rectangular pointing to west 

Other elements: transom stern 

Notes:  

 

Ship graffito № ST_141 
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Panel № 19-21 Big1  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall in the narthex of the church, looking from south 
to north, the east wall and the frescoe painting are dated to the 16th c. 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough, however, it is difficult to 
trace all elements of the graffito as there are countless lines from other depictions, inscriptions, 
etc., which surrounded or crossed it 

Ship type: brig (with the bow to west)  

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 3, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 6 square yards, 1 crossjack, 1 boom  

Sails: 4 jibs, fore top and topgallant sails; main top and topgallant sails, mizzen top and topgallant 
sails and a spanker 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 2 pennants pointing to west 

Other elements: Bowsprit with martingale (not visible well enough on the wall) 

Notes: The graffito is surrounded by other graffiti of names and inscriptions in Greek, and the 
years – 1800. 1809, 1806, etc. 

 

Ship graffito № ST_142 

Panel № 19-21 Big1  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall in the narthex of the church, looking from south 
to north 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough, however, it is difficult to 
trace all elements belong to the graffito as there are countless lines from other depictions, 
inscriptions, etc., which surrounded or crossed it, as well as the background is dark 

Ship type: ship with the bow to west 

Rigging type: square-rigged foremast   

Masts: 2: foremast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 4 

Sails: furled square? 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 1 rectangular pointing to east 

Other elements:  

Notes:  

 

Ship graffito № ST_143 

Panel № 19-21 Big1  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 
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Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall in the narthex of the church, looking from south 
to north 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough, however, it is difficult to 
trace all elements belong to the graffito as there are countless lines from other depictions, 
inscriptions, etc., which surrounded or crossed it. In the central section of the graffito the year 
1809 is inscribed  

Ship type: cannot be categorised whether it represents a boat or a ship 

Rigging type: only two lines represent the lines from the standing rigging 

Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_144 

Panel № 19-21 Big1  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall in the narthex of the church, looking from south 
to north 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep enough, however, it is difficult to 
trace all elements belong to the graffito as there are countless lines from other depictions, 
inscriptions, etc., which surrounded or crossed it, as well as some of the lines are covered with 
plaster during conservation procedures 

Ship type: ship with the bow to west 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised  

Masts: 2: mainmast and mizzen 

Yards: 2 on the mizzen 

Sails: no 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.36 Panel 43 Narthex  Ship graffiti ST_147 – ST_148 

Ship graffito № ST_147 

Panel № 43 narthex 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall in the narthex of the church, looking from south 
to north 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and well visible today. The graffito is 
depicted in simple to elaborate manner and it is informative 

Ship type: brig, Ottoman-Greek brig or Turkish gagali (with the bow to west) 

Rigging type: square  

Masts: 2, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 1 lower fore sail yard, 1 fore topsail yard, 1 fore topgallant yard; 1 main topgallant, 1 
topsail yard, 1 boom, 1 gaff 

Sails: 2 unfurled jibs, 4 unfurled square sails, 1 furled spanker  

Steering system: stern rudder (straight) 

Flags: no 

Other elements: transom stern 

Notes:  

 

Ship graffito № ST_148 
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Panel № 43 narthex  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, east wall in the narthex of the church, looking from south 
to north 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and well visible today. The graffito is 
depicted in simple to elaborate manner and it is informative 

Ship type: Ҫekeleve (Sacoleva)/ Ҫektirme; Western Anatolian Black Sea coaster (with the bow to 
west) 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft 

Masts: 2: foremast slightly raked forward, mainmast with sprit sail, 1 bowsprit, jibs 

Yards: 1 sprit yard 

Sails: spritsail 

Steering system: stern rudder  

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.37 Panel Exterior 1 Ship graffito ST_149 

Ship graffito № ST_149 

Panel № StStefan_Exterior1 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west exterior wall facing towards south in the yard of the 
church, looking from up to down 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
elaborate manner and it is informative. Each of the elements is depicted in detail. The upper part 
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of the graffito (upper part of the mast and standing rigging) is not preserved due to plaster 
erosion  

Ship type: chebec/ lateener 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft lateen 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 2 

Sails: 2 lowered lateen sails, 1 spritsail on bowsprit 

Steering system: stern rudder (straight) 

Flags: no 

Other elements: fore bitts, aft bitts 

Notes: the ship is towing by piloting boat with transom stern and 6 oars 
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A.2.38 Panel Exterior 1 Ship graffiti ST_150 – ST_153 

Ship graffito № ST_150 

Panel № StStefan_Exterior1 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west exterior wall facing towards south in the yard of the 
church, looking from up to down 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner and it is informative. On the right half some elements of the graffito are partially erased 
due to plaster erosion 

Ship type: ship with the bow to west towing a boat 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft 

Masts: 1 mainmast with a topmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 1 

Sails: 1 reefed lateen, 1 unfurled sprit sail on the bowsprit 

Steering system: stern rudder (straight) 

Flags: no 

Other elements: a boat without rig 

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_151 
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Panel № StStefan_Exterior1  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west exterior wall facing towards south in the yard of the 
church, looking from up to down 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner and it is informative. Some elements of the graffito are partially erased due to plaster 
erosion 

Ship type: it is identical to ST_150. Ship with the bow to west towing a boat 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft 

Masts: 1 mainmast with a top mast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 1 

Sails: 1 reefed lateen 

Steering system: stern rudder (straight) 

Flags: no 

Other elements: two vertical lines below the keel – anchors? 

Notes: above the boat is unclear depiction, throwing anchors 

 

Ship graffito № ST_152 

Panel № StStefan_Exterior1  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west exterior wall facing towards south in the yard of the 
church, looking from up to down  

Ship graffito appearance: the graffito is one of the few which is not incised in the plaster but 
depicted with black color. The graffito is depicted in schematic manner and it is informative.  

Ship type: ship with the bow to west 

Rigging type: square 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 1, 1 boom on the bowsprit 

Sails: 1 unfurled square main course 

Steering system: stern rudder (straight) and the tiller 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_153 

Panel № StStefan_Exterior1 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 44 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west exterior wall facing towards south in the yard of the 
church, looking from up to down 
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Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
to elaborate manner and it is informative.  

Ship type: chebeck/ lateener 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft (lateen/settee) 

Masts: 1 bowsprit 1 mainmast, 1 mizzen 

Yards: 1 lateen yard on main mast, 1 mizzen lateen yard, 1 boom (on the bowsprit), 1 bumpkin at 
stern (?) 

Sails: 1 reefed lateen sail on the main mast, 1 raised mizzen lateen, 1 unfurled spritsail (on the 
bowsprit) 

Steering system: stern rudder (straight) 

Flags: no 

Other elements: 2 vertical short lines below the keel – anchors?; 2 lines with unclear purpose on 
the stern  

Notes: there are oval elements on the standing and running rigging and some at the top of the 
masts, which at first glance look like random incisions, however, these might be interpreted as 
tackles. It is very probable to form a common scene with vessel entering and leaving anchorage. 
At stern, probably anchors throwing. 
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A.2.39 Panel Exterior Ship graffiti ST_154 – ST_155 

Ship graffito № ST_154 

Panel № StStefan_Exterior1 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A  

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west exterior wall facing towards south in the yard of the 
church, looking from up to down 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep, however, today these appeared to 
be faint and not well preserved. There are elements which look unclear. The graffito is depicted in 
schematic manner 

Ship type: ship with the bow to west 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: 1 

Sails: cannot be categorised 

Steering system: not visible 

Flags: there is a feature on the top of the main mast which looks like a flag, however due to its 
poor preservation it is difficult to be certainly categorized as such 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_155 
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Panel № StStefan_Exterior1 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west exterior wall facing towards south in the yard of the 
church, looking from up to down 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner and it is informative 

Ship type: ship with the bow to east 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft 

Masts: 1 mainmast, 1 mizzen, 1 bowsprit 

Yards: no 

Sails: furled and unknown type (square?) 

Steering system: no 

Flags: 1 rectangular flag on the top of the main mast pointing to east 

Other elements:  

Notes: 
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A.2.40 Panel Exterior 2 Ship graffiti ST_156 – ST_163 

Ship graffito № ST_156 

Panel № StStefan_Exterior2 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 39 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west exterior wall facing towards south in the yard of the 
church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
elaborate manner and is one of the most representative. Unfortunately, the bow, the fore part 
and the top of the graffito is not preserved due to plaster erosion. The top area, where the 
topmast was depicted is covered by a wooden support for the roof of the space, hence the full 
topmast is not visible 

Ship type: chebec/ lateener 

Rigging type: fore-and-aft lateen sail 

Masts: 1 main mast, 1 main topmast; 1 mizzen 

Yards: 2 lateen  

Sails: 2 lateen/settee 

Steering system: stern rudder (straight), tiller 

Flags: no 

Other elements: foreward of the mainmast- 2 bitts and a hand-operated capstan, bitts ahead the 
mizzen, 1 hand-operated capstan on the raised deck at stern 

Notes:  
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Ship graffito № ST_157 

Panel № StStefan_Exterior2 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 40 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west exterior wall facing towards south in the yard of the 
church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner. Even though it is not informative enough 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised with certainty 

Masts: 2: 1 mainmast, 1 either fore mast or mizzen? 

Yards: 1 

Sails: cannot be categorised  

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_158 

Panel № StStefan_Exterior2 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 41 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west exterior wall facing towards south in the yard of the 
church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner, even though it is not informative enough. The left part of the graffito is not preserved 
due to plaster erosion 

Ship type: ship  

Rigging type: N/A 

Masts: 3: fore mast, mainmast, mizzen 

Yards: 6 square yards 

Sails: 6 unfurled square sails? 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_159 

Panel № StStefan_Exterior2 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 42 
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Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west exterior wall facing towards south in the yard of the 
church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner and it is informative enough 

Ship type: ship with the bow to west 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised/ square? 

Masts: 3 

Yards: 3 yards 

Sails: cannot be categorised, furled 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements: transom stern 

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_160 

Panel № StStefan_Exterior2  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 37 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west exterior wall facing towards south in the yard of the 
church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner, even though it is not informative enough. Some of the elements are not clear, especially 
the rigging 

Ship type: ship with the bow to east 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised, unclear 

Masts: unclear, only 1 bowsprit 

Yards: cannot be categorised 

Sails: cannot be categorised with certainty, maybe pulling ropes while unfurling sails? 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements: there are random depictions above deck which look like human figures, however 
due to the unclarity these cannot be categorised as such with certainty. Amidships, probably the 
triangular element depicts a hand-operated capstan, which mariners rotate through spars. 

Notes: It should be not out of scope that this triangular element amidships may represent a sail, 
too. 

 

Ship graffito № ST_161 

Panel № StStefan_Exterior2 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): N/A 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west exterior wall facing towards south in the yard of the 
church 
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Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner, even though it is not informative enough 

Ship type: ship 

Rigging type: cannot be categorised with certainty/ square? 

Masts: 1 mainmast with a main topmast  

Yards: 1 

Sails: cannot be categorised 

Steering system: no 

Flags: no  

Other elements:  

Notes: 

 

Ship graffito № ST_162 

Panel № StStefan_Exterior2 

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 43 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west exterior wall facing towards south in the yard of the 
church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep. The graffito is depicted in schematic 
manner and it is informative enough 

Ship type: boat 

Rigging type: no rigs 

Masts: no 

Yards: no 

Sails: no  

Steering system: no 

Flags: no 

Other elements: transom stern 

Notes: the graffito might be unfinished  

 

Ship graffito № ST_163 

Panel № StStefan_Exterior2  

Ship graffito № (in Ovcharov’s catalog): 38 

Location: Nessebar, Church St. Stephen, west exterior wall facing towards southeast in the yard of 
the church 

Ship graffito appearance: the contour lines are incised deep and clear. The graffito is depicted in 
elaborate manner and it is informative. 

Ship type: two masted square-rigger with the bow to west 

Rigging type: square-rigged main mast and mizzen lateen 

Masts: 1 bowsprit; 1 mainmast with a topmast, a topgallant mast, a royal, 1 mizzen with lateen  
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Yards: 4 square main yards, 1 lateen yard 

Sails: 2 furled jibs; furled 4 square main course, main topsail, main topgallant, main royal, 1 furled 
lateen 

Steering system: stern rudder (straight) and tiller 

Flags: 1 penant pointing to east 

Other elements: trestle trees mast tops, crow’s nest (?) 

Notes: 
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A.3 Photogrammetry models of ship graffiti on the faҫades of the Church 

of St. John Alitourgetos 

A.3.1 Ship graffito JA_01  wall 

 

 

A.3.2 Ship graffito JA_02 East wall 
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A.3.3 Ship graffito JA_03 North wall 
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A.4 Photographs of ship graffiti on the faҫades of Church of St. Todor 

A.4.1 Ship graffito T_001 South wall 
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A.4.2 Ship graffito T_002 South wall 
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A.4.3 Ship graffito T_003 East wall 
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Appendix B Publications produced during the PhD 

research phase 

The first three publications resemble the annual reports submitted in the journal of National 

Archaeological Institute with Museum at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (NAIM-BAS) 

‘Archaeological Discoveries and Excavation’ and are due for every project conducted in the 

framework of an archaeological project to NAIM-BAS and financed by the Bulgarian Ministry of 

Culture. The fourth article presents the use of modern photographic methods and the results 

obtained during the project were also published as a separate article ‘Advanced photographic 

methods in studying ship graffiti from medieval churches in Nessebar’ (Georgieva et al. 2022) in the 

journal Interdisciplinary Studies of NAIM-BAS. 
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B.1 Georgieva, Z., Prahov, N. and Dimitrov, K., 2018. Non-destructive 

survey of graffiti of St. Spas and St. Todor churches in the town of 

Nessebar, Archaeological discoveries and excavation, 682–685. 
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B.2 Georgieva, Z., Prahov, N. and Dimitrov, K., 2019. Non-destructive 

survey and documentation of graffiti of St. Stephen medieval church 

in Nessebar. Archaeological discoveries and excavation, 140–144. 
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B.3 Georgieva, Z. and Prahov, N., 2020. Non-destructive survey and 

recording of graffiti of medieval churches St. Stephen and St. John 
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Alitourgetos in Nessebar. Archaeological discoveries and excavation, 

1, 80–84. 



Appendix B 

250 



Appendix B 

251 



Appendix B 

252 



Appendix B 

253 



Appendix B 

254 

 

 

B.4 Georgieva, Z., Prahov, N., Raykovska, M., Jones, K. and Lea-Seaton, 

K., 2022. Advanced photographic methods in studying ship graffiti 
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from medieval churches in Nessebar. Interdisciplinary Studies, 27, 

21–42. 
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