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[bookmark: _Hlk189035580]The European Association for the Study of Diabetes (EASD) has for decades had a prominent role in co-producing and endorsing clinical guidance documents with other learned societies. While we recognise the importance of working together on topics that have common relevance to different societies, we have been challenged in the past by proposed joint documents that have arrived at the EASD offices at different stages of preparation; this compromises the concept of joint effort building according to the vison of EASD experts and EASD principles.

The different types of clinical guidance documents produced by the EASD, namely clinical practice guidelines, consensus reports, position statements and expert opinion reports, are defined in an editorial published in this issue of Diabetologia [1]. In this news article we provide practical information to expert leaders in diabetes on how to initiate a guidance document in collaboration with or endorsed by the EASD (Table 1). Further information, which will be regularly updated, can also be found on the EASD website (https://www.easd.org/guidelines/guidance-document-types.html). We envisage streamlining the processes involved in seeking EASD involvement in guidance documents, with the goal of improving diabetes care and prevention through the resulting reports. 
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	Table 1 Types of EASD clinical guidance documents and how to seek EASD involvement

	Type of document
	How to initiate
	What to include in a proposal
	Criteria for EASD endorsement
	Publication

	Guideline
	Mainly initiated by the EASD according to its SOP for the development of guideline documents published in this issue of Diabetologia [2]. Joint guidelines initiated by other entities must be willing to adhere to EASD cooperation principles [2]. Prior to development, submit a detailed proposal to the GOC via the EASD Executive Office (clinicalaffairs@easd.org). 
	(1) The topic and outline of the guideline
(2) Information on which organisations will be included 
(3) Information on the proposed composition of the writing group (associations/experts involved), including the number of representatives per organisation and the recruitment process
(4) The role(s) and areas of expertise of those directing the guideline exercise, as well as how people with lived experience of diabetes will be involved
(5) The envisaged timeline 
(6) Information on how the group will work together (e.g. number of online or face-to-face meetings)
(7) COI forms for all proposed authors
	Adherence to the principles described in ‘Cooperation with other associations in guideline documents’ in the SOP [2]. The GOC will review all proposals and recommend endorsement based on the principles described in the SOP.
	OA publication in an EASD journal (subject to acceptance by the EIC; OA costs covered by the EASD) + EASD website + EASD dissemination channels.

	Consensus report
	Prior to development, submit a detailed proposal to the CCA via the EASD Executive Office (clinicalaffairs@easd.org).
	(1) The topic and outline of the consensus report
(2) Information on which organisations will be included 
(3) Information on the proposed composition of the writing group (associations/experts involved), including the number of representatives per organisation and the recruitment process. 
(4)The role(s) and areas of expertise of those directing the consensus exercise, as well as how people with lived experience of diabetes will be involved
(5) The envisaged timeline
(6) Information on how the group will work together (e.g. number of online or face-to-face meetings) and the methods that will be used and the steps that will be taken to gather panellist input and reach consensus (e.g. Delphi method, RAND/UCLA appropriateness method, nominal group technique) 
(7) COI forms for all proposed authors
	The EASD should be involved at an early stage of development and before writing begins. The CCA will review each proposal and recommend endorsement based on novelty, relevance, importance and topicality. Proposals arriving at a later stage in the process will be handled as expert opinion reports. On a case-by-case basis, a request for endorsement by the EASD as an international consensus report may be considered, provided that ACCORD and/or other appropriate methodologies were used in development.
	OA publication in an EASD journal (subject to acceptance by the EIC; OA costs covered by the EASD) + EASD website + EASD dissemination channels. 

	Position statement
	Prior to development, submit a detailed proposal to the CCA via the EASD Executive Office (clinicalaffairs@easd.org). 
	(1) The topic and outline of the position statement
(2) Information on which organisations will be included 
[bookmark: _Hlk192863644](3) Information on the composition of the writing group (associations/experts involved), including the number of representatives per organisation. 
(4) Information on plans to involve people with lived experience of diabetes 
(5) The envisaged timeline 
(6) COI forms for all proposed authors
	The EASD should be involved at an early stage of development and before writing begins. The CCA will review each proposal and recommend endorsement based on novelty, relevance, importance and topicality. Proposals arriving at a later stage in the process will be treated as expert opinion reports.
	EASD website + EASD dissemination channels; the CCA/EASD Board will advise on publication (OA costs covered by the EASD). 

	Expert opinion report
	Contact the CCA via the EASD Executive Office (clinicalaffairs@easd.org). Submit a proposal prior to development for a higher probability of endorsement.
	(1) The topic and outline of the expert opinion report
(2) Information on which organisations will be included 
(3) Information on the composition of the writing group (associations/experts involved), including the number of representatives per organisation. 
(4) Information on plans to involve people with lived experience of diabetes 
(5) The envisaged timeline
(6) COI forms for all proposed authors 
	The EASD should ideally be involved at an early stage of development. The CCA will review each proposal or document and recommend endorsement based on quality and EASD priorities and ongoing documents.
	EASD website + EASD dissemination channels; the CCA/EASD Board will advise on publication.

	ACCORD, ACcurate COnsensus Reporting Document; CCA, Committee on Clinical Affairs; COI conflict of interest; EIC, Editor-in-Chief; GOC, Guidelines Oversight Committee; OA, open access; SOP, Standard Operating Procedure






