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Participant Information Sheet

Study Title: Individual differences in affective processing

Researcher: Dr Jayne Morriss, Charlotte Elizabeth, Bronwyn Steenekamp, Nilesh Gangwani, Catriona Downer, Kane Steggles

ERGO number: 78272						

You are being invited to take part in the above research study. To help you decide whether you would like to take part or not, it is important that you understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please read the information below carefully and ask questions if anything is not clear or you would like more information before you decide to take part in this research.  You may like to discuss it with others but it is up to you to decide whether or not to take part. If you are happy to participate you will be asked to sign a consent form.

What is the research about?
The study is being organised by Dr Jayne Morriss, a lecturer at the University of Southampton, and conducted by Charlotte Elizabeth, Bronwyn Steenekamp, Nilesh Gangwani, and Catriona Downer. This study was designed to examine individual differences in affective processing. Ultimately, we are hoping that the findings from this study can be used to inform future diagnosis and treatment of mental health disorders.

Why have I been asked to participate?
We are hoping to collect a large pool of participants for this type of research (e.g. over 100 participants). 

What will happen to me if I take part?
In this study, you will complete two sessions of testing. The first session will consist of completing a computer-based task. The first session will take in total approximately 1 hour. The psychophysiology task consists mainly of viewing simple visual shape stimuli and listening to emotional sounds, which are widely used in this kind of research. The second session will take place 24 hours later and it will consist of completing a computer-based task, a set of questionnaires, and receiving a debrief. The computer-based task in session 2 will be similar to session 1. The second session will take in total approximately 1 hour. 

On both days you will receive a detailed explanation of the procedures. During the computer-based tasks we will also measure your peripheral physiology using completely non-invasive measures. It requires you to have sensors attached to your fingers and face, which measure physiological activity. During the computer-based tasks, we will also ask you to provide ratings during the experiment using the keyboard.

Are there any benefits in my taking part?
The study will help improve our current understanding of individual differences in affective processing, and its relevance to mental health disorders. For psychology students who sign up via SONA, you will gain further understanding as to how research in psychology is conducted. 

To recompense you for your time and effort in participating, we shall give you £20 or 24 SONA credits. On the first day of testing we will give you £10 or 12 SONA credits and for the second day of testing and completion of the study we will give you £10 or 12 SONA credits.

Are there any risks involved?
[bookmark: _Hlk115960329]We foresee few risks from the above procedures. There is occasionally mild discomfort in the application of the physiology sensors on the face because of the dampness created by gels placed around the sensors. On rare occasions, individuals with very sensitive skin or skin allergies may experience a slight irritation at the site of sensor application. Some participants may find filling out the questionnaires to be boring or tiresome, and there may be some feelings of psychological discomfort associated with sharing information about your personality and the ways that you manage or monitor your emotions. Also, some participants may find the listening to the negative sounds to be unpleasant and distressing. You are free to stop your participation at any time and for any reason. In addition, if you have any remaining questions or feel upset by any emotions experienced during the study, you may contact Dr. Jayne Morriss (j.morriss@soton.ac.uk).

What data will be collected?
Consent forms with identifying information (e.g. participant names) will be stored in a locked filing cabinet (stored in lead researchers’ office). All other GDPR special category data (e.g. demographics such as ethnicity, sexual orientation, etc, and health-related data such as contraception use and smoking), self-report and psychophysiology data will be anonymised via an ID number and will be stored on a password-protected University of Southampton server. At the end of the project, summary statistics of the GDPR special category data (for representation purposes only), self-report, and psychophysiology anonymised data will be reported in a scientific article. Furthermore, at the end of the project, only the self-report and psychophysiology anonymised data will be uploaded to an open access data repository. These types of anonymised data will only be shared with other researchers when written informed consent has been provided. 

Will my participation be confidential?
Your participation and the information we collect about you during the course of the research will be kept strictly confidential. Participants will be referred to using a consistent ID number on all GDPR special category data, self-report, and psychophysiology data generated to allow confidentiality to be maintained.

Only members of the research team and responsible members of the University of Southampton may be given access to data about you for monitoring purposes and/or to carry out an audit of the study to ensure that the research is complying with applicable regulations. Individuals from regulatory authorities (people who check that we are carrying out the study correctly) may require access to your data. All of these people have a duty to keep your information, as a research participant, strictly confidential.

Do I have to take part?
No, it is entirely up to you to decide whether or not to take part. If you decide you want to take part, you will need to sign a consent form to show you have agreed to take part. 

What happens if I change my mind?
You have the right to change your mind and withdraw at any time before the experiment and during the experiment without giving a reason and without your participant rights being affected. 

You can have your data removed during the experiment and shortly after the experiment (e.g. the same day). However, once your data has been anonymised, we cannot remove these data as there is no way of knowing whose data belongs to who.  

What will happen to the results of the research?
Your personal details will remain strictly confidential. Research findings made available in any reports or publications will not include information that can directly identify you without your specific consent. At the end of the project, the anonymised data will be uploaded to an open access repository such as the Open Science Framework (https://osf.io/). 

Data sharing is important for assessing the reliability and replicability of the study design, as well as for combining data for future meta- and mega- analyses. If you would like to discuss this further or file a complaint, please contact the University of Southampton Research Integrity and Governance Manager (023 8059 5058, rgoinfo@soton.ac.uk).

Where can I get more information?
If you would like further information, you may contact the research lead, Dr. Jayne Morriss (j.morriss@soton.ac.uk).

What happens if there is a problem?
If you have a concern about any aspect of this study, you should speak to the research lead, Dr Jayne Morriss (j.morriss@soton.ac.uk), who will do their best to answer your questions. 
If you remain unhappy or have a complaint about any aspect of this study, please contact the University of Southampton Research Integrity and Governance Manager (023 8059 5058, rgoinfo@soton.ac.uk).


Data Protection Privacy Notice
The University of Southampton conducts research to the highest standards of research integrity. As a publicly-funded organisation, the University has to ensure that it is in the public interest when we use personally-identifiable information about people who have agreed to take part in research.  This means that when you agree to take part in a research study, we will use information about you in the ways needed, and for the purposes specified, to conduct and complete the research project. Under data protection law, ‘Personal data’ means any information that relates to and is capable of identifying a living individual. The University’s data protection policy governing the use of personal data by the University can be found on its website (https://www.southampton.ac.uk/legalservices/what-we-do/data-protection-and-foi.page). 

This Participant Information Sheet tells you what data will be collected for this project and whether this includes any personal data. Please ask the research team if you have any questions or are unclear what data is being collected about you. 

Our privacy notice for research participants provides more information on how the University of Southampton collects and uses your personal data when you take part in one of our research projects and can be found at http://www.southampton.ac.uk/assets/sharepoint/intranet/ls/Public/Research%20and%20Integrity%20Privacy%20Notice/Privacy%20Notice%20for%20Research%20Participants.pdf 

Any personal data we collect in this study will be used only for the purposes of carrying out our research and will be handled according to the University’s policies in line with data protection law. If any personal data is used from which you can be identified directly, it will not be disclosed to anyone else without your consent unless the University of Southampton is required by law to disclose it. 

Data protection law requires us to have a valid legal reason (‘lawful basis’) to process and use your Personal data. The lawful basis for processing personal information in this research study is for the performance of a task carried out in the public interest. Personal data collected for research will not be used for any other purpose.

For the purposes of data protection law, the University of Southampton is the ‘Data Controller’ for this study, which means that we are responsible for looking after your information and using it properly. Sensitive and identifying information will be destroyed as soon as possible after the completion of the research, and only the anonymised data will be stored long-term. 

Thank you
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