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Participant Information Sheet – Social Media 


Study Title: Emotions, coping and behaviours in response to climate change

Researcher: Rebekah Bell-Wadsworth
ERGO number: 90860						

You are being invited to take part in the above research study. To help you decide whether you would like to take part or not, it is important that you understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please read the information below carefully.  If you are happy to participate you will be asked for your consent. 

What is the research about?
The aim of this study is to look the relationship between different emotions and actions related to climate change.

Why have I been asked to participate?
You have been asked to participate because you are over the age of 16 and are a fluent English speaker. Your participation is optional and will provide valuable data for this research to utilise.


What will happen to me if I take part?
This study involves completing an anonymous questionnaire. You will be asked to complete several questionnaires, some will ask you for demographic information, some will ask you about emotions and others will ask you about behaviours and coping styles. It will take approximately 5-10 minutes to complete the questionnaires. If you are happy to complete this survey, you will need to tick (check) the box below to show your consent. As this survey is anonymous, the research team will not be able to know whether you have participated, or what answers you provided.

Are there any benefits in my taking part?
If you decide to take part in this study, you have an opportunity to enter a prize draw with the chance to win £50 worth of vouchers. At the end of the survey there will be a link to enter the prize draw. 

You will also be contributing to novel research and greater understanding of emotions and actions related to climate change. 

Are there any risks involved?
There are no significant risks involved in this study beyond those you would encounter in everyday life. Some of the questions you may be asked may ask you to think about personal or sensitive topics and although we have tried to ensure that the study does not cause distress some people may experience temporary feelings of negative emotion.


What data will be collected?
Raw data will be collected and stored on the Qualtrics platform, which is password-protected. The downloaded anonymised data will be stored on the researcher’s computer on the Southampton University Server and password protected. As per university policy, the anonymised dataset will be uploaded to the university repository (and deleted from the server) and accessible only subject to appropriate permissions once the study has ended.

Entering the prize draw requires you to input your email address so you can be contacted if you win. This information is collected separately from the raw data. This information will be stored separately from your answers on the questionnaires.


Will my participation be confidential?
Your participation and the information we collect about you during the course of the research will be kept strictly confidential. 

Only members of the research team and responsible members of the University of Southampton may be given access to data about you for monitoring purposes and/or to carry out an audit of the study to ensure that the research is complying with applicable regulations. Individuals from regulatory authorities (people who check that we are carrying out the study correctly) may require access to your data. All of these people have a duty to keep your information, as a research participant, strictly confidential.

Do I have to take part?
No, it is entirely up to you to decide whether or not to take part. If you decide you want to take part, you will need to tick (check) the box below. 

What happens if I change my mind?
You have the right to change your mind and withdraw at any time without giving a reason and without your participant rights being affected. Once you have started the survey you can leave the study at any point. The questionnaire data that you have completed will have saved once you click ‘next.’ Please note, once you start the study any saved data will not be possible to withdraw as the data is anonymous. If you withdraw from the study, we will keep the information about you that we have already obtained for the purposes of achieving the objectives of the study only.

What will happen to the results of the research?
Your personal details will remain strictly confidential. Research findings made available in any reports or publications will not include information that can directly identify you without your specific consent.

Where can I get more information?
If you would like further information about this study, or have any questions, please contact Rebekah at rb9n22@soton.ac.uk 

What happens if there is a problem?
If you have a concern about any aspect of this study, you should speak to the researchers who will do their best to answer your questions. 

If you remain unhappy or have a complaint about any aspect of this study, please contact the University of Southampton Head Research Ethics and Governance (023 8059 5058, rgoinfo@soton.ac.uk).

Also, we have tried to ensure that the questions in this study do not cause any distress.  However, it is not uncommon to experience some anxieties or concerns when completing questionnaires about emotions, and support is available.  If participating in this study raises any issues for you, we recommend that you contact one of the following resources:
· Find a counsellor at https://www.bacp.co.uk/

More information on your rights as a study participant is available via this link: 
https://www.southampton.ac.uk/about/governance/participant-information.page 

Thank you for reading this information sheet and considering taking part in this research. 
Please tick (check) this box to indicate that you have read and understood information on this form, are aged 16 or over and agree to take part in this survey.





Participant Information Sheet - Prolific


Study Title: Emotions, coping and behaviours in response to climate change
Researcher: Rebekah Bell-Wadsworth
ERGO number: 90860						

You are being invited to take part in the above research study. To help you decide whether you would like to take part or not, it is important that you understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please read the information below carefully.  If you are happy to participate you will be asked for your consent.

What is the research about?
The aim of this study is to look the relationship between different emotions and actions related to climate change.

Why have I been asked to participate?
You have been asked to participate because you are over the age of 18 and are a fluent English speaker. Your participation is optional and will provide valuable data for this research to utilise.


What will happen to me if I take part?
This study involves completing an anonymous questionnaire. You will be asked to complete several questionnaires, some will ask you for demographic information, some will ask you about emotions and others will ask you about behaviours and coping styles. It will take approximately 5-10 minutes to complete the questionnaires. If you are happy to complete this survey, you will need to tick (check) the box below to show your consent. As this survey is anonymous, the research team will not be able to know whether you have participated, or what answers you provided.

Are there any benefits in my taking part?
If you decide to take part in this study, you will receive £1.00 for your participation. You will also be contributing to novel research and greater understanding of emotions and actions related to climate change. 

Are there any risks involved?
There are no significant risks involved in this study beyond those you would encounter in everyday life. Some of the questions you may be asked may ask you to think about personal or sensitive topics and although we have tried to ensure that the study does not cause distress some people may experience temporary feelings of negative emotion.

What data will be collected?
Raw data will be collected and stored on the Qualtrics platform, which is password-protected. The downloaded anonymised data will be stored on the researcher’s computer on the Southampton University Server and password protected. As per university policy, the anonymised dataset will be uploaded to the university repository (and deleted from the server)  and accessible only subject to appropriate permissions once the study has ended.

Will my participation be confidential?
Your participation and the information we collect about you during the course of the research will be kept strictly confidential. 

Only members of the research team and responsible members of the University of Southampton may be given access to data about you for monitoring purposes and/or to carry out an audit of the study to ensure that the research is complying with applicable regulations. Individuals from regulatory authorities (people who check that we are carrying out the study correctly) may require access to your data. All of these people have a duty to keep your information, as a research participant, strictly confidential.



Do I have to take part?
No, it is entirely up to you to decide whether or not to take part. If you decide you want to take part, you will need to tick (check) the box below. 

What happens if I change my mind?
You have the right to change your mind and withdraw at any time without giving a reason and without your participant rights being affected. Once you have started the survey you can leave the study at any point. The questionnaire data that you have completed will have saved once you click ‘next.’ If you withdraw from the study through leaving the survey, we will keep the information about you that we have already obtained for the purposes of achieving the objectives of the study only. If you wish to withdraw your data, please contact the researcher at rb9n22@soton.ac.uk citing your Prolific ID. Please note, this will mean your data will no longer be anonymous and you can only withdraw your data up until the end of the study.

What will happen to the results of the research?
Your personal details will remain strictly confidential. Research findings made available in any reports or publications will not include information that can directly identify you without your specific consent.

Where can I get more information?
If you would like further information about this study, or have any questions, please contact Rebekah at rb9n22@soton.ac.uk 

What happens if there is a problem?
If you have a concern about any aspect of this study, you should speak to the researchers who will do their best to answer your questions. 

If you remain unhappy or have a complaint about any aspect of this study, please contact the University of Southampton Head Research Ethics and Governance (023 8059 5058, rgoinfo@soton.ac.uk).

Also, we have tried to ensure that the questions in this study do not cause any distress.  However, it is not uncommon to experience some anxieties or concerns when completing questionnaires about emotions, and support is available.  If participating in this study raises any issues for you, we recommend that you contact one of the following resources:
· Find a counsellor at https://www.bacp.co.uk/

More information on your rights as a study participant is available via this link: 
https://www.southampton.ac.uk/about/governance/participant-information.page 

Thank you for reading this information sheet and considering taking part in this research. 
Please tick (check) this box to indicate that you have read and understood information on this form, are aged 16 or over and agree to take part in this survey.
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