	Table 1. Comparison of clinical and laboratory parameters according to the hepatic iron deposit location.

	
	No iron stains
(n=135)
	HC iron only
(n=45)
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]RES iron only
(n=73)
	Mixed HC/RES iron
(n=153)
	P-value

	[bookmark: _Hlk117100923]Clinical parameters
	
	
	
	
	

	Female sex, n (%)
	71 (52.6)
	3 (6.7)
	17 (23.3)
	18 (11.8)
	<0.001

	Age, years
	43.2 ± 12.8
	38.4 ± 11.8
	42.1 ± 14.0
	42.8 ± 12.4
	0.169

	Body mass index, kg/m²
	27.5 ± 3.2
	27.0 ± 2.9
	28.9± 5.0
	27.1 ± 3.2
	0.003

	Laboratory parameters
	
	
	
	
	

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Alanine aminotransferase, U/L
	47.0 (26.5-82.5)
	38.0 (25.0-82.0)
	54.0 (35.0-101.0)
	54.0 (32.0-87.0)
	0.110

	Aspartate aminotransferase, U/L
	34.0 (23.5-58.0)
	33.0 (21.0-48.0)
	39.0 (27.0-71.0)
	34.0 (25.0-52.0)
	0.052

	Gamma-glutamyltransferase, U/L
	49.0 (27.5-84.5)
	53.0 (35.0-105.0)
	52.0 (36.0-107.0)
	54.0 (36.0-75.0)
	0.535

	Total bilirubin, μmol/L
	11.0 (8.0-14.5)
	12.0 (9.0-14.0)
	13.0 (9.0-16.0)
	13.0 (10.0-18.0)
	0.002

	Uric acid, μmol/L
	358.0 (305.0-433.0)
	407.0 (364.0-474.0)
	393.0 (330.0-477.0)
	394.0 (335.0-477.0)
	0.004

	[bookmark: _Hlk117360110]Fasting glucose, mmol/L
	6.3 ± 1.8
	5.6 ± 1.3
	6.4 ± 3.0
	6.0 ± 1.8
	0.069

	Fasting insulin, pmol/L
	111.1 (69.7-171.6)
	82.7 (62.3-142.9)
	117.5 (87.6-165.4)
	105.2 (68.6-152.1)
	0.063

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]HOMA-IR score
	4.0 (2.7-5.9)
	2.7 (2.1-4.7)
	4.5 (3.1-6.5)
	3.8 (2.3-5.2)
	0.012

	Total cholesterol, mmol/L
	5.1 ± 1.3
	5.2 ± 1.2
	5.4± 1.2
	5.1 ± 1.2
	0.301

	Triglycerides, mmol/L
	1.8 (1.2-2.6)
	2.2 (1.6-2.9)
	1.9 (1.5-2.9)
	2.1 (1.4-3.2)
	0.044

	HDL-cholesterol, mmol/L
	1.1 ± 0.4
	1.0 ± 0.2
	1.0 ± 0.2
	1.0 ± 0.2
	0.080

	LDL-cholesterol, mmol/L
	3.0 (2.4-3.6)
	2.9 (2.5-3.6)
	3.1 (2.6-3.7)
	2.8 (2.3-3.4)
	0.060

	Platelet count, ×10^9/L
	252.6 ± 59.0
	264.6 ± 55.0
	245.5 ± 54.7
	239.5 ± 64.8
	0.470

	High-sensitivity C-reactive protein*, mg/L
	1.6 (0.8-3.6)
	1.8 (1.2-2.9)
	1.2 (0.5-5.5)
	1.1 (0.6-1.5)
	0.034

	Hemoglobin, g/L
	140.9 ± 15.8
	152.1 ± 11.4
	149.2 ± 15.5
	150.8 ± 12.8
	<0.001

	[bookmark: _Hlk152938778]Iron, μmol/L
	15.3 (11.7-18.7)
	16.0 (13.3-18.2)
	15.5 (13.6-20.2)
	18.4 (13.9-23.3)
	0.017

	Transferrin concentrations**, %
	23.5 (18.3-31.0)
	30.50 (23.0-32.5)
	27.50 (23.3-32.5)
	33.00 (25.5-41.5)
	0.637

	Ferritin, mcg/L
	142.5 (69.0-250.6)
	281.2 (191.4-402.5)
	291.3 (168.9-407.8)
	419.3 (281.6-594.9)
	<0.001

	Comorbid diseases
	
	
	
	
	

	Type 2 diabetes, n (%)
	60 (44.4)
	10 (22. 2)
	30 (41.1)
	58 (37.9)
	0.065

	Hypertension, n (%)
	64 (47.4)
	11 (24.4)
	41 (56.2)
	66 (43.1)
	0.008

	Dyslipidemia, n (%)
	119 (88.8)
	42 (93.3)
	70 (95.9)
	135 (89.4)
	0.307

	Histological liver features
	
	
	
	
	

	Steatosis, n (%)
	
	
	
	
	0.374

	Mild steatosis
	59 (41.3)
	23 (51.1)
	27 (37.0)
	73 (47.7)
	

	Severe steatosis
	76 (56.3)
	22 (48.9)
	46 (63.0)
	80 (52.3)
	

	Hepatocyte ballooning, n (%)
	
	
	
	
	0.002

	Mild ballooning
	73 (54.1)
	33 (73.3)
	32 (43.8)
	100 (65.4)
	

	Severe ballooning
	62 (45.9)
	15 (26.7)
	41 (56.2)
	53 (34.6)
	

	Lobular inflammation, n (%)
	
	
	
	
	0.487

	Mild inflammation
	81 (60.0)
	30 (66.7)
	40 (54.8)
	98 (64.1)
	

	Severe inflammation
	54 (40.0)
	15 (33.3)
	33 (45.2)
	55 (35.9)
	

	Fibrosis stage, n (%)
	
	
	
	
	0.029

	No-significant fibrosis
	106 (78.5)
	40 (88.9)
	48 (65.8)
	119 (77.8)
	

	Significant fibrosis
	29 (21.5)
	5 (11.1)
	25 (34.2)
	34 (22.2)
	

	Categorical variables are expressed as numbers (percentages) and continuous variables are presented as means ± SD for normally distributed variables or median sandinter quartile ranges (IQR) for non-normally distributed variables. Differences in continuous variables among the groups were determined using the one-way ANOVA and the Kruskal-Wallis test. P-value < 0.05 is bolded for statistical significance.
* data was available only in 325 patients.
** data was available only in 153 patients.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Abbreviations: HC, hepatocellular; RES, reticuloendothelial system; HOMA-IR, homeostasis model assessment of insulin resistance.


	
