	Table 3. Characteristics of study participants, stratified by TF-rs1049296 polymorphism.

	
	C/C 
(n=204)
	C/T +T/T 
(n=202)
	P-value

	Clinical parameters
	
	
	

	Female sex, n (%)
	59 (28.9)
	50 (24.8)
	0.343

	Age, years
	43.8 ± 13.2
	40.9 ± 12.3
	0.024

	Body mass index, kg/m2
	27.4 ± 2.9
	27.7 ± 4.2
	0.822

	Laboratory parameters
	
	
	

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Alanine aminotransferase, U/L
	48.0 (27.0-83.0)
	53.5 (30.0-94.0)
	0.341

	Aspartate aminotransferase, U/L
	35.0 (25.0-57.0)
	34.0 (24.0-56.0)
	0.518

	Gamma-glutamyl transferase, U/L
	53.0 (31.0-84.2)
	53.0 (35.0-86.8)
	0.554

	Total bilirubin, μmol/L
	12.0 (9.0-16.0)
	12.0 (9.0-16.0)
	0.982

	Uric acid, μmol/L
	375.5 (313.8-446.0)
	393.0 (332.0-474.0)
	0.063

	Fasting glucose, mmol/L
	6.0 ± 1.8
	6.2 ± 2.2
	0.737

	Fasting insulin, pmol/L
	106.7 (69.2-148.2)
	109.0 (73.1-161.0)
	0.361

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]HOMA-IR score
	3.8 (2.3-5.4)
	3.9 (2.5-6.0)
	0.241

	Total cholesterol, mmol/L
	5.1 ± 1.3
	5.2 ± 1.2
	0.451

	Triglycerides, mmol/L
	2.0 (1.3-2.8)
	2.0 (1.5-3.0)
	0.379

	HDL-cholesterol, mmol/L
	1.0 ± 0.3
	1.0 ± 0.2
	0.121

	LDL-cholesterol, mmol/L
	2.9 (2.3-3.6)
	3.0 (2.4-3.6)
	0.564

	Platelet count, ×10^9/L
	234.7 ± 58.0
	253.6 ± 66.1
	0.009

	High-sensitivity C-reactive protein*, mg/L
	1.2 (0.6-2.2)
	1.3 (0.7-2.9)
	0.147

	Hemoglobin, g/L
	146.7 ± 14.7
	148.0 ± 15.1
	0.307

	Iron, μmol/L
	16.70 (13.40-21.90)
	17.0 (12.9-19.9)
	0.323

	Transferrin concentrations**, %
	29.0 (22.5-38.5)
	29.0 (22.0-34.8)
	0.445

	Ferritin, mcg/L
	301.4 (151.1-440.0)
	272.4 (148.2-440.5)
	0.298

	Comorbid diseases
	
	
	

	Type 2 diabetes, n (%)
	83 (40.7)
	75 (37.1)
	0.462

	Hypertension, n (%)
	89 (43.6)
	93 (46.0)
	0.625

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Dyslipidemia, n (%)
	183 (90.1)
	183 (91.5)
	0.638

	Histological liver features
	
	
	

	Steatosis, n (%)
	
	
	0.757

	Mild steatosis
	93 (45.6)
	89 (44.1)
	

	Severe steatosis
	111 (54.4)
	113 (55.9)
	

	Hepatocyte ballooning, n (%)
	
	
	0.627

	Mild ballooning
	122 (59.8)
	116 (57.4)
	

	Severe ballooning
	82 (40.2)
	86 (42.6)
	

	Lobular inflammation, n (%)
	
	
	0.556

	Mild inflammation
	128 (62.7)
	121 (59.9)
	

	Severe inflammation
	76 (37.3)
	81 (40.1)
	

	Fibrosis stage, n (%)
	
	
	0.176

	No-significant fibrosis
	163 (79.9)
	150 (74.3)
	

	Significant fibrosis
	41 (20.1)
	52 (25.7)
	

	Categorical variables are expressed as numbers (percentages) and continuous variables are presented as means ± SD for normally distributed variables or medians and interquartile ranges (IQR) for non-normally distributed variables. Differences in continuous variables among the patient groups were determined by the one-way ANOVA and the Kruskal-Wallis test.
*: data was available only in 325 patients.
**: data was available only in 153 patients.
Abbreviations: TF, transferrin; HOMA-IR, homeostasis model assessment of insulin resistance.




