	Table 4. Univariable and multivariable logistic regression analysis of factors associated with fibrosis stage.

	
	Univariable analysis
	P-value
	Multivariable analysis
	P-value

	Clinical parameters
	
	
	
	

	Sex
	
	0.002
	
	0.001

	  Female 
	1.0
	
	1.0
	

	  Male
	0.45 (0.28, 0.74)
	
	0.28 (0.13, 0.60)
	

	Age, years
	1.01 (1.00, 1.03)
	0.149
	
	

	Body mass index, kg/m2
	1.12 (1.05, 1.19)
	<0.001
	
	

	Laboratory parameters
	
	
	
	

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Alanine aminotransferase, U/L
	1.01 (1.00, 1.01)
	<0.001
	
	

	Aspartate aminotransferase, U/L
	1.02 (1.01, 1.02)
	<0.001
	
	

	Gamma-glutamyl transferase, U/L
	1.00 (0.99,1.01)
	0.072
	
	

	Total bilirubin, μmol/L
	1.15 (0.95, 1.38)
	0.492
	
	

	Uric acid, μmol/L
	1.00 (0.99,1.00)
	0.890
	
	

	Fasting glucose, mmol/L
	1.00 (1.00, 1.01)
	0.060
	
	

	Fasting insulin, pmol/L
	1.16 (1.04, 1.29)
	0.006
	
	

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]HOMA-IR score
	1.03 (1.00, 1.05)
	0.039
	
	

	Total cholesterol, mmol/L
	1.15 (0.95, 1.38)
	0.155
	
	

	Triglycerides, mmol/L
	0.96 (0.84, 1.10)
	0.547
	
	

	HDL-cholesterol, mmol/L
	1.73 (0.80, 3.75)
	0.165
	
	

	LDL-cholesterol, mmol/L
	1.08 (0.84, 1.38)
	0.558
	
	

	Platelet count, ×10^9/L
	0.99 (0.99, 1.00)
	0.516
	
	

	High-sensitivity C-reactive protein*, mg/L
	1.03 (0.97, 1.08)
	0.332
	
	

	Hemoglobin, g/L
	1.00 (0.98, 1.01)
	0.566
	
	

	Iron, μmol/L
	1.03 (0.97, 1.09)
	0.361
	
	

	Transferrin concentrations**
	1.01 (0.98, 1.05)
	0.447
	
	

	Ferritin, mcg/L
	1.00 (0.99, 1.00)
	0.172
	
	

	Comorbid diseases
	
	
	
	

	Type 2 diabetes
	
	0.005
	
	

	
	1.0
	
	
	

	
	1.97 (1.23, 3.14)
	
	
	

	Hypertension
	
	<0.001
	
	0.035

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]
	1.0
	
	1.0
	

	
	2.25 (1.40, 3.60)
	
	1.90 (1.05, 3.45)
	

	Dyslipidemia
	
	0.524
	
	

	
	1.0
	
	
	

	
	0.78 (0.36, 1.68)
	
	
	

	Histological liver features
	
	
	
	

	Steatosis
	
	<0.001
	
	

	Mild steatosis
	1.0
	
	
	

	Severe steatosis
	3.14 (1.87, 5.29)
	
	
	

	DHepatocyte ballooning
	
	<0.001
	
	

	Mild ballooning
	1.0
	
	
	

	Severe ballooning
	3.25 (2.01, 5.26)
	
	
	

	Lobular inflammation
	
	<0.001
	
	<0.001

	Mild inflammation
	1.0
	
	1.0
	

	Severe inflammation
	9.95 (5.72, 17.32)
	
	8.40 (4.29, 16.44)
	

	Distribution of iron deposition
	
	0.035
	
	

	  No iron stains
	1.0
	
	1.0
	

	  HC iron only
	0.46 (0.17, 1.26)
	0.131
	
	

	  RES iron only
	1.90 (1.01, 3.59)
	0.047
	2.31 (0.98, 5.43)
	0.054

	  Mixed HC/RES iron
	1.04 (0.60, 1.83)
	0.879
	2.53 (1.18, 5.43)
	0.017

	TF rs1049296
	
	
	
	

	  Dominant model
	
	0.177
	
	

	     C/C 
	1.0
	
	
	

	     T/T+C/T
	1.38 (0.87, 2.20)
	
	
	

	Data are expressed as odds ratios and 95% confidence intervals as tested by univariable and multivariable logistic regression analyses. Variables significant in univariate analysis (p < 0.05) were included in the multivariate analyses. 
Ref.= reference category. P-value < 0.05 is bolded for statistical significance.
*: data was available only in 325 patients.
**: data was available only in 153 patients.
Abbreviations: TF, transferrin; HOMA-IR, homeostasis model assessment of insulin resistance, HC, hepatocellular; RES, reticuloendothelial system.




