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--------------------
DATA & FILE OVERVIEW
--------------------

This dataset contains two zipped file folders and a ReadMe file:
1. Ethics: Participant Information Sheet (both English and Chinese versions), and two blank consent forms (both English and Chinese versions): one for the restaurant owners, the other for the participants.
2. Dataset for my doctoral project includes the following three file folders and a ReadMe file:
(1) Visual data: visual records (including photos and video clips) of multi-semiotic practices and semiotic assemblages at the Dai culture themed restaurant in which this research conducted its fieldwork.
(2) Interview transcripts: The transcripts of the audio-recorded interviews with the five participants. These transcripts involve information about the participants’ understanding and perceptions of ethnic minority people and their cultures, the participants’ background and identification, and their lived experiences especially relevant to ethnicity.
(3) Memoing data: Reflexive memos, data analysis notes, initial coding.
(4) A ReadMe file.

Relationship between files, if important for context:  
The excel table in the file folder of initial coding is generated based on the visual data. The detailed descriptions of the photos and video clips are categorized and numbered according to the categories of the visual data. The excel table also includes the initial analysis of the first interview with a participant (in a spreadsheet named “interviews”).

Additional related data collected that was not included in the current data package:
Official discursive data: I collected official documents, news reports, and articles which are open to the public and available on the official websites, mainly of China. Given that these discourses are not systematically published by the government or a designated institution, I have provided the publishing details of each in Endnotes in the thesis as a referencing list.


--------------------------
METHODOLOGICAL INFORMATION
--------------------------

Description of methods used for collection/generation of data: 
1. Ethics: All participants received a Participant Information Sheet in Chinese which explains the research purpose, data collection and protection, as well as freedom and anonymity regarding participation before they gave their consent. With their full understanding of their freedom of participation, anonymity, and potential contribution in relation to this research, before any data collection, they were provided with a consent form in Chinese and signed it.
2. Dataset for my doctoral project:
(1) Visual data: During the fieldwork, two participants working at the restaurant were asked to record the multi-semiotic practices and the semiotic assemblages at the restaurant via photography and video-recording without any identifiable information, and then to share the raw materials with me through Microsoft Outlook email. 
(2) Interview transcripts: I conducted interviews with the five participants via Microsoft Teams with camera off. All participants were specifically made aware that interviews were audio-recorded instead of video-recorded, out of consideration for confidentiality. The semi-structured interviews were audio recorded and lasted from 30 to 60 minutes. Interviews were all recorded on an encrypted university laptop and then transcribed and stored in it. My conversations with the participants were primarily in Putonghua, but often with Yunnan dialect interspersed. The interview recordings were deleted once they were transcribed.
Notably, all the collected raw materials were anonymized and stored in electronic format in an encrypted university laptop and the University of Southampton’s OneDrive system.
(3) Memoing data: I took notes and wrote reflexive memos during ethics approval application, data collection and coding.

Methods for processing the data: 
1. Visual data: While sorting out the materials, I described and analyzed the photos and video clips in detail (see the excel table in the file folder of memoing) until no new themes or codes emerged. This coding stage was navigated by the theoretical and methodological framework and the research questions, as well as the reviewed empirical studies. Based on the observations and the potential themes, I outlined interview topics and questions. A further and detailed analytical exploration of semiotic resources and practices and the social imprints on them was conducted through the lens of CASs (critical analysis of signs) at a later stage of data coding.
2. Interview transcripts: I transcribed, coded, and categorized the recordings after each interview, and translated most of the transcripts into English, coupled with reflective fieldnotes (see memoing data). Notably, out of ethical consideration, the participants are referenced under pseudonyms. When all the interviews were completed, I listened to the recordings again, re-read the transcripts and my memos, compared the recurrent themes among the interviews and with those from observations, and collected follow-up, the participants’ validation, or online discursive data if any clarification was needed. I also excerpted interview data and official document data relevant to the categories for sequent analysis.

Describe any quality-assurance procedures performed on the data:
I managed to be transparent to the participants regarding data collection, storage, use, coding, and analysis. Where I drew on my assumptions and beliefs in my interpretation or analysis of a particular interview excerpt, I invited the participants to comment on the interview transcript and confirmed my understanding with the participants themselves. To achieve trustworthiness within the reflexive and critical paradigm, I also disclosed my assumptions, beliefs and sequent reflections in memoing (e.g. my reflexive writings in the memoing data folder) and the thesis.

