
Plain English Summary 
Why we did this study
Many children with eczema are looked after by their GP. However, we do not know very much about how often these children are seen in general practice or what treatments they are actually prescribed. 
What we did
We looked at GP records from 422 children with eczema who took part in a study about bath additives. We checked how many times children visited the GP in one year, what those visits were for, and which treatments were prescribed. We also looked at how much these things varied with disease severity.
What we found
The children were on average about five years old and had moderate eczema, visiting their GP around four times per year. Two out of every three consultations for these children were for eczema flare‑ups.
Moisturising creams were the most common treatment prescribed. However, almost one in three children were not prescribed any moisturising creams at all, even though daily use is recommended. 
Just over half of the children were prescribed flare control creams (topical corticosteroids). Mild topical corticosteroids were the most frequently used, and children were typically prescribed more than one potency type.
[bookmark: _Hlk220423902]Children with more severe eczema, and older children, tended to visit the GP more often. But the amount of moisturising cream or flare control cream prescribed didn’t always match how severe their eczema was. This suggests that treatment may not always meet children’s needs.
In summary
Children with eczema visit their GP frequently, mainly because of eczema flare‑ups. However, not all are prescribed the treatment that would be expected for their eczema. This suggests better prescribing may improve eczema management in primary care.
