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O yt4o<^ T̂v'otl y/^Ot/l/kt 

l7oi) k^C>Ot/ a-K-or^ To %t>lylA'j\o O^oivi) yu^ai Koii yaj(r^. 
B)C^Oyu€ T/A-n^fX Sei^ i)(o^£ 7rjyu.S]oe t)(c^£ ^ 

jUo^<yii>L X'̂ĝ  kS^vic^ K/' oiure^ , iTio ^)(o^v KoO TToo 
l^c/rh^vx/. 

f^v O^! cr-r I' 

Our country is a shut-in place, all mountains 

And the mountains roofed by a low sky, day and 
night. 

We have no rivers, we have no wells, we have no 

fountains. 

Only some cisterns, empty; they ring and are to us 

Objects of worship. 

George Seferle 

Ŷtĥ PtfTTTfri'* 

(trans.Eez Warner) 
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FAOUITY OF ARTS 

GEOGRAfHT 

Doctor 

SBTILEHEBT IK TEE MANI PBNIHSUIA : A STUDY IN HISTORICAL 

GEOGRAPBY 

By 

John Naloolm Wagstaff 

A review of the literature on Greek rural Gettlementa reveals the general 

lack of historico-geographloal studies tracing the evolution of settlement 

patterns in any part of the country* Demographic studies, however, suggest 

that over time the greatest densities of population have alternated between 

the lowlande and the physically difficult, often highland, parts of the 

country. The current phase is one of retreat from the difficult regions 

k and relocation In the lowlands. This thesis examines the evolution of 

settlement patterns between o*3000 B*C* and c, A,D, 18#0 in l&w 

regions (the Kmil) associated with the opposite lAiase when population is 

alleged to have retreated from the lowlands. Settlement patterns have 

been reconstructed for six time-horizons in the period, their tempozBl 

position being determined by the availability of source material. Invest-

igation of the sequence of reconstructions reveals a majo# da 

settlement patterns between the sizth and thirteenth centuries A*D* 

Developments preceding and succeeding the break resulted from the 

almost organic growth in the number of settlements i&rd spread effects. 

Eiamlnation of the socio—eocnomic history of the region allows explanation 

to be advanced for the various elements of change and stability, 

aad sTiread. apparent over time. Massive emigration Is rejected as a causal 

factor. Particular use is made of catastrophe theory to simulate the way in 

which a radical change in settlement patterns oould result from the operation 

of forces Internal to the region. Finally, a number of hypotheses are 

advanced for testing in subsequent work* 
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(wlgiDa @f xqp imawdk on iWb** Bhwni gp* %Mko*t to ai feusdnation jg##*«gm&#w;dl kgf 

book, Maadk 1hMMmdL*:La the 8eQt&w@*I%dkmKNM*ea^* paWidhe4 in 

1998* Althou^ I :*** aieagpe* #tth #%**** <*kiNMqr;MdU*t#, nl* txx* imN*KU&# 
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the Maai* In ehort, the te#er»d IK&niat mettlaaeBt* drew m## I wanted to 
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I ehould like to record qy gratitude to theae bodiee* thamke are elm* due 

to the Nwth AXKIaw&iklo IhMMktgr Organlaeitiom for *» ehloh allowed awe 

to etu^y eettlement in iAe neighbouring *]El«N# Plain in 319#>?# and to the Kqyal 
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Many people have aeeieted iqy #*rk in (@p»*»e ever the yeara. In 

recording my debt and offering qy thanka, I am oooaolo** that not evexyane 

oan be aemed pereonaily* I muat epeaoglee to theae *b» are not mentioned and 

aak iodWlgeaoe and forglvwiema, 

My gPRtitad* i# due to the Qniveraity of Athene, there I **a an 

auditor in the Faculty of Sdenoe during 196&*6a, and to Profeeaor P, 

PeaHanoe, head of the Dep&ptmeot of Phyaioal Oe#gpe#hy, *boa# natinel 

pupil I beoame. %y aaeooiationB *ltb the Qeea&dlu* Library and the britlah 

School of Ardbaeology have *%*qy$ been pleaeaat and fruitful, and I am grateful 

to their etaff for aaaiatanoe and indulgence. I also record my debt to 

Greek National Library. %)eoial thanka must b# eztwded to Mr. A* A* Pallia, 

*bo haa al*qya taken a kindly intezreet in iqy eozt and qpared time to ah*re 

his great knowledge of Greek affaire with me* 
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ga&# majority eBfttleBMrnndb* la (S9p»*Mg# tCNaagr i# found Im iWhw* 4bLFiMl«NaH: 

jpeark** of t*** (sowu&taqF, the mountalna ***& l«land$# The <****» <Wl#dk:dLqib» IWMM* twi*** 
1 

IcNKlayg iMgp*a#dkl«*: 4kt jkeawmt tkw* HKBCNi* tkK**gfk jj& the of 

Matriota ]Jlk# the MazdL <̂ Pwdbo#N)B*KL#M&*)# agpogpulatlcm b^gaa wuAlar 

la the (Mmtuzy, More than TPO ipsar owt (wP th« (Rrgwdk populatlcm in llgH&l lived 

adk elevatlwa be&OM* 200 that la gwexmUy #p#»Wng in th# mminland 
2 

plaina. Ala (A&apqpa Im populatiw diatrlhutlom jk* #i <x*@a.e% phenmenon, 

Ilk reeulta partly fSna** the deatruotiom of laatrWwNBMNRtH* and the iMK&e*%#d&<*k tWT 

3>**gpldi *&%&(*& ikoelc plae# la the flret half of the twmtleth oeatuxy, 

during the period 1%1*50 #em (apewigMi **&* <DOMaqBdl<M& tgr the A«la %*»**»;%; aaadl 
3 

Bulgaria and then %>#cMu:wi amlapoiled la *& bitter civil CBia***** !# 

partly emylaLined iqr the aettllng of reAageea cm the plain* awf nmrthw* 

Greece tMfti***** 1)22 aad 1926, following the failure (*;» **ar**eaw**j* Anatolian 
9 

IFamdbujp**̂  and lib dU* alao related to the phmwmenal gmvth (WF Athwa, Itwlf 
6 

etLmulated tgr the influx (mf* refUgf »e* However, ̂ langea in aooio*#oon«m1o 

cxmdltionB, initiated *lth the flrat ghaw <9f independmce aidileved %gr 1830, 

have teem of baaio loportamoe. Th«y have ewadb* the oultivmted plain* and the 

lowland tonme, eiqpwMsia&lar Greater Athena, ve%y adbtarnKdHiN* to ibh*» moimtaimeera 

and ialandera* Th@ir living atandar&i adk home have ateadily dbkGLl&aMpdl **M& 

beoome unaooeptably Ilan* a* the oombined re#ult odP auob dbBvsCLoipaMM&lw* aa 

induuftriallaaticm, loo&l population iMMHwewoM* and the plouĝ ilng up <*? elnter 

graalng in the lowland, kelatlv* *@oufi$y and indepwdeaoe are no longer 

oountervailing benefit* in oonditloaa of relative internal ]pe*oe and 

ooeyrenenaive admiaiatration fpo* the centre. Acoordingly, depopulation ha* 
7 

pfodwo*a maqy ahrumkea and deaerted mattleweat*. 

%he*e relict* are atlU part of $h* total pattern of settlamemt* 

in modem G*«#*# *bloh be* lt# preaent form not *e much beomiae of the vexy 



2. 

# 

laagp prqperWka&afftaw oountiy eaB9D**i<#BNM#8*i*» #*a la&aad* ,b*tiw* 

«L zMtaKCW: qdP (SeOUltNMmdM* laommeiwKELtak cuf jbomKlaa&dl $M;p**l4ktii#nt aw*a#ci*;g fiBftagg*,** In 

aaatdLqu&lgr sMMFb j»;HbtaL«:w9@r&# in Greeoe imeiM* ircmandl fringimg tb# ]b9*KLiw*4t, !EI%* 

of ikha awatb*;** ;»l«il%we often (KpfHWur ibe have of (:M»cmqp*ktdLB«% mm 

g^arwtly ramarkAbl* position lA view of theif agrloultural pot@nti#l today, 

tait one «hlob may now be eiqpl&ined tgr IWbwK&x' peoemt origin *w* Bwotiificaatleai «w* 
9 

ta** re«ult of ailuviatlom during medievml ikixBeH**' The ;p4KB*.]p&M*m&aL but largely 

loiAend aietrlbutioa <wP aattlement* jL» b$llev#d to have cwtinued, without 

eeriouB modifiGatlon on the national @ewLl«t down to the i*e<N*adl half of th# 

fourteenth oeatwpy* As A member* la the %w&i;G**w& af̂kear l)45,Twklah raide 

aawl #i@ final Ottoman ipga&qpw&adb <>f Gkreeoe imaaiB atteaded Igr dev&atatlon and 

idLmwx*;***:? tdsldb induced the surviving people to flee into ]Li*eu» i&o«M*#k*Male 

dietriotG, particularly the mountain** One <Kf the most iag;)Ortamt cwf the 

refuge djkataciet* I* said to have been the R%)untelnoua end alRomt laterleae 
11 

fMRodunxRilai cxP the M^hi la the eoutheim Peloponnieoe* IMk jLs further argtied 

that here and i* similar regions immigration led to *;o*w» ez^aneitm of 

exieting vdlllisgea and the foundation twf mai%r ne* eettlememta in prevloimly 

unoGoupied territozy, as the yeeple were ]pp#Mpia*tei& jAfon* *i*tiae*dlow; to the 

ILoidlaiid Tqy Tdku&t are usually repreaented ae the erueltiea and xaprioioua 

polioie* of an alien government* The coroUaxy of aettlememt foundation would 

be (Aangea in aettlement patterns in the ipetwresit diatrieta. 

Moat etudiea of Greek eettlement to <&&t* Ignored the gBieadklca** 

raised tgr thia faxiliar argwwt; Aether desertim <%f the lovlanda aotualZy 

took place, Tdbeai, nhere, for Wiat reaaone, gwod tiw* effect* which ikbwi refugee 

fjowodk&tiomi Itadl <*& eactating; *M*tidLeB*e%rk %***rtwMmus, ]»#artl<8ULladp]jr iai 4Bbe aiftareadk 

areaa. jL atu^ Tqy AntoniadLa-^Mbicou awMsae to be the only one aw* far publiahed 
12 

id.th iwaoK* bearing on theae queetioaa. Ita methodology and <MmlQei*na are 

queetionable, tut jll: aervea to highli^t one wg)ect of the general problem. 

The author agreea that the period of the Turkimh oonqueat in tdbaf fourtemith 
Over dk) per cant «*f mainland Greece jl* mountainoua end i^anda (XN*gw9#Mk 4dbo*%t 
IIP jpwMr cent of the total area <%f the Oountzy* 
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3, 

of their associations with particular types of terrain, height aones and 

17 
mater supply. The geometry of settlement patterns, however, has not been 

Inveatigated, partly beoauae thia la a comparatively new aaveloi*Mm&$Athin 

18 
the stu% of settlement geography* Although Kirsten describei changes In 

19 

the distribution of settlements in Central Greece and Attloa*" little has been 

done to trace the l@ng»term evolution of aettleo&ent patterns elsewhere in 

the country, despite Its manifest importance to the understanding of 

alleged retreat phase in the history of population and settlement in the 

country* The present stu^y attempts to remedy the situation on a small scale* 

The Investigation 

the stu% outlined in the following pages has traced the development 

of settlement patterns in the Manl, one of the major retreat regions of Greece, 

IteeaMMtto establish Aat actually happened in the settlement history of the 

peninsula from the initial occupation before 3000 S«C, down to about A, D* 1830. 

The period Is sufficiently long for the development of the retreat process 

to be discerned, if it existed, and it is concluded by an event ̂ diich may 

mark the beginning of the ebb tide, the period when people began to 

settle in the lowlands again. Scattered revolts, which coalesced into 

the War of Independence daring 1821, removed the Turkish owners of large 

lowland estates from #iidb the mountain communities had often rented land* 

The few Turkish farmers and tenants were also driven out, Sguatter*rights 

and then formal legal titles were easily established during and Immediately 

after the war. It was under these conditions that old kalyvia*villages* 

on the margins of the lowland and out towards the centres of the plains 

first became permanently occupied, a process alrea^ complete in some 

parts of the Peloponnisos by the end of the nineteenth century and 

go 
initiating the slow death of many upland communities. 

m Kalyyja are literally "huts", and clusters of these temporary structures 
were used by people ̂ toose permanent home was in the mountains or some 
distant place when they were wintering their animals or engaged in farming. 
They were usually named after their parent village. 



jLllWbKMq** 1Kb* NhdudL*** (suwftowB**, :*e<dL#Ll orgMileatloa and y^put&tioa 

jpear *%L«aMM» reBleteno* to the iPuup&wk *%**%» |p*x»e*i*t4M& & aLaarg** 

embr&olmg tdbwi awkjOKT &iropMm ImngAmg** #u* i;#]& (&# Khw* 

&kaiM» %*»t been «gr*1ki*w&tjU9#kl*gr 3jann*«dki*%atM*dk ,& fen* j3*K%gpna;dMNP» 

liaan* oeiBgM*Bdk«N& en 1%bw» remerkaMe number of eettlweDta (about 22$) 

oonceotrated into an area «wf *,*%* kme* The aettlemeate <&i%B generally 

THsxgr amall* often ccmelBtlng ,»f f@#er than :10 gaont, ta*o»«rboor«9r bouaee, 
/ % 

the pspgailadkloB of the average olkjgmoa in ]L!96& imauB about ]L3!%; 

one of the ]L#*eiKk In (SaNsee** The domination of many aettlementa tgr 

tomere (Prontlapiece) bee oocaaioaed awca* i&oEaaHaal̂, and Beuermann «rf<wi 

recogniaed the Webraledlung ("War" or "̂ Defenalve EkBirkleBMNodk*) &a i& 
, 9%t 

settlement type unique to the atardL, thou^^ in fact, toverleea settle^ 

mente were alee found in the regiw during the early nineteenth oentuiy, 

as i*ell as IbCM&ayt 

j&ai a region within idbdUskijk*)̂  eocamirwa the retreat ]%roe@i*@k the 

IKaual has ikiK» main advantages* The fli»et :l;i tliat, laimoe the early aeveateeath 

century* #M*v«MPadl #rltere have quite ŝ peoifloelly associated the reg;lQ*& #itb 
% 

the retreat of populetiai^ parti oularly Aram xiadygbdbgairdlBjg parte cdT the 

Peloponnisoe and at the time of the Turklah conqueet virtually oongpleted 

about 1460* ?he *«H3o;&a advantage jL* that laazgr feature* owP the present 

eettlemente ean* z-eljUelks from ft past age. % e oharaot eri stio tower a, 

ezample, were asBodated with gi adkrarkHMLewl society itlcdi want into deoline 

ia the period 1830*40 followiBg the achievement of Greek Independence and 

the slower integration of the Manl into the new kingdom* The region #&# 

one of the first on the Greek mainland to experieBoe depqpulation and 
* A lo##f order edRinietrative unit, a eubdlvieiom ef & kl«^# (eommuge) , 

or ("urbanised area")* The study region Is divided into 150 



t*k* ooBtimiag laww* of Ihew* ]l#ft l&ekdLx&a imadgtaL****;**** 

i&dag)t*#a to <* xnAlaKtlimaajr tdtg** j&MawdLtgr cdT *M)p*dladkl(Ni (*OMMrayge #*f 

ai: the jpeadk gj* «M#a;Mkf**a idLtii at BadkltKnaJL of 4̂ l,u&d&aa,). 

jkBeMap6MLqgg%y, meWmmtlm of ttwe i*&td&aBaxit pattern cmagXvk to )r*mm*aa 

«MP gwaad: ooadltioms la <& more aireet TNegr then odlg&rt be powlbl* 

elsWiere In the country* However, the region* m relative gqaRgfteG&ma** hm.3 

meant that the available aewcG unaterliAl li* relatively iSemxr**** are 

dieouaeed and In tdke next (dbagpter* Chapter j* outllaee the 

methodologieB devel<q)e6 t o uee thea* materiala :1a the reconetruotloB <*f 

o&ettlemeat and t h e traa&ngiwf aevelopmente through time, A 

deacription of t h e r#gle& 1* peetBome* a a t i l Ghapter 4 #loo# It link* 

directly W.th t h e reeulta of the main iaveetigation reporte* le Chapters 5 

to 8* 
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la* 

I* * SK3QIM]B( MUniESCAI, 

]Deim*]k%pBM*Br&8 iai awBtlKlam&ei&t ]p«db1WKBBwB muat be t]p*awBd& tgr bigtorloal 

ij&gpal*3r, EkagH***w& ii* (lagMKOMaea* tipcaa, iflaradt* the avmllmtilllgr (*f IfLftMOWkticwa 

adbcmxt tbw* ;»»td&4Na(a*tai lit eacizytemo* #jb particular (*t*yg*M& in kijae aiia, *M*scaia]jr* 

tip4Na Tbedkn*; #3*1* *%> jLacwkt* IWbe aw*ttGLai&e:&t# as eH3tnar*Lt«i%y euB fNBw&aiJbl* t*pe@k **#*%* 

of j& jBcw&l$ aNKltw&kdle jTcwr iMBaMKhmdaiile agpad&aLl aomad̂ yisl**, iCCLeu&edUa incork i a eettlemant 

gMMSgpnsEdqy* aa that <*P Dem&ngeon, m^h#»diG@d th» InflumceB «%ert»d Thy oocial 

% 

and ecwiCRlc conditiona j*a settlement patterns* Thia opinioa haa not teen 

io*i»*4buai*<M% Igr :**%%» :p«M»e*?k xrewwawupsli awodl t&ketxpiaiiygf SSb&ie* aaqy aarbtdLcwaait laear iwa 

TdL«M**M& *a the oaatre odP *m economlo wtei%>ilae, or j&isHwg* of i*a*;e*%pitlawBB% and iWbw* 

ftMPBi of the economy xmay h&ve oonditloned the distributicm <*f mettlcmants in a 

xreaplqai «u&db tM* IWowKlr d«rbedkl<*a laltdLry;* SuUaiJLaarlah, iWQM3le& ()r%;anjL*#dkle*& 

mmy find mqwraeBion In the spatial arrangementa pf aettlementa and *El3JL certainly 
g,/- inLL t 

be influenoed tgr their pattern* Changea in «M*8jx)«'i»cM>%*ogdLo etruoturea wdLggbt be 

ea^ected to have reperouaaiona on the geometry of aettlament pattern* and on the 

preolaa location of individual aettl@menta» These heurietic conalderatioas 

direetea reaearoh tow&rda the recovery of hiatorioal information vhiAh weald ^ 

alio* the reconatruction $f eeeiewecGOomiojaBaditloBa,** well aa the recreation of auccesaive eettlemaat pattarna in the Meni* 

Souroea fbr Beconatruotlng: Bettleme&t Pattema i* the M*hi 

Early Nineteenth Qentuxy 

The moat reliable eowree of settlement information waa produoed 

immediately after the Qreek #kr of Indapwdenca* It ooBaist* of a tepogwphioal 

map of the Bbrea (Peloponniaoa) published ea a scale of 1*200*000 and a population 
a 

enumeration of the province. Both were the work of the C^MRiaaion SolantiflQUe 

de Nbree and its team of gaographioal engine era and eurveyer* sent to join the 

Frenoh @%peditiona?y force ia the Morea in l&gg eith the reaponeibility f<BP 

produoing a etu^X comparable with theinoaumental DBB<MApti<* da; l*E^Bmte#&he 

map iacf first importance to the preaent atwgy. Not only did it mark and nana 



Figure ji: -The Mani Sheet of the Carte de la Moree 
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Figure 4: Fart of Leake's Map of the Morea 



Figure 5; Part of Barbie clu Bocage's Map of the Morea 
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Figure 6s Part of Dtipuis' Map of the Morea 
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,̂ ĉii»Lu:i \ » 

7al>\Av.-\̂K*' •'>̂ » 

Vaflo 
V '.'î»n>> 
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