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ABSTRACT
FACULTY OF ARTS

GEOGRAPHY
Doctor of Philosovhy
SETTLEVMENT 1IN THE MANI PENINSULA ¢ A STUDY IN HISTORICAL
GLOGRAPHY
By

John Malcolm Wagstaff
L review of the literature on Greek rural settlements reveals the general
lack of historicowgeographical studies tracing the evolution of settlement
patterns in any part of the country. Demographic studies, however, suggest
that over time the greatest densities of population have alternated between
the lowlands and the physically difficult, often highland, paries of the
country. The current phase is one of retreat from the difficult regions
and relocation in the lowlands. This thesis examines the evolution of
settlement patterns between ¢.3000 8,0, and c¢. L.D. 1830 in one of the
regions (the Héni) associated with the opposite phase when population is
alleged to have retreated from the lowlands. Settlement patterns have
been reconstructed for six times-horizons in the perind, their temporal
position being determined by the availability of source material. Invest-
igation of the sequence of reconstructions reveals a major change in
settlement patterns between the sixth and thirteenth centuries A.D.
Developments preceding and succeeding the break resulited from the
almost organic growth in the number of settlements ard gpread effects.
Examination of the socio-gconomic history of the region allows explanation
to be advanced for the various elements of change and stability, golonisation
and gpread, apparent over time. Massive emigration is rejected as a ceusal
factor. Particular use is made of catastrophe theory to simulate the way in
which a radical change in settlement patterns could result from the operation
of forces internal to the region. Finally, a number of hypotheses are

advanced for testing in subsequent worik.
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Preface
The origins of my work on the Msni go back to a fascination generated by

PuLeFermor's book, publiched in

Hani: Travels in the Bouthern Peloponnese,

1958, Although I now disagree with Fermor on meny ‘paints. nis book remaing

a wonderful evocation of a strange, harsh and dreadful, but attractive region.

My imagination was seized and I decided to divert my growing interest im

Greek rural settlements, already assisted by long vacations in the country

financed by the Leverhulme Trust and the Ford {Dagenham) Trust, towards

the Mani. In short, the towered Maniat settlements drew mej I wanted to

understand their characteristics and their evolution. The opportunity was

provided by studentships from the Greek Ministry of Lducation and the University
rpool, which allowed me to spend the academic year 1962-63 in Greece,

mainly in the Mini itself. In presenting the fruits of my labours to date,

I should like to record my gratitude to these bodies. My thanks are also due
to the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation for a fellowship, which allowed me
to study settlement in the neighbouring 'Elos Plain in 1967, and to the Reyal
Society for a grant from the 20th International Geographical Congress Fund
which finsnced a study of deserted settlements in the Mehi during 1970,

Hany people have assisted my 4wark in Greece over the years. In
recording my debt and offering my thanks, I am conscious that not everyone
can be nemed personally; I must apologise to those who are not mentioned and
ask indulgence and forgiveness.

¥y gratitude is due to ;khe University of Athens, where I was an
suditor in the Faculty of Science during 1962-63, and to Professor P,
iment of Physical Geography, whose nominal

Psarianos, Head of the Depe
pupil I became. My associations with the Gennadius Library and the british
School of Archaeology have always been pleasant and fruitful, and I am grateful
to their staff for assistance and indulgence. I also record my debt to the
Greek Netional Library. Special thanks must be extended to Mre. A. 4. Pallis,
who has always taken a kindly interest in my work and spared time to share

his great knowledge of Greek affairs with mee



Amongst numerous officials in the Greok administration my thanks

| ww connection with this study are due especially to Mr. P. Couvelis, formerly
Director General of the National Statistical Service of Greece, for ordering
the compilation of a Maniat abstract from the ngmzmmm; of 1920-1951, and to
Mre 5. Scandalis, Nomark of Lakonia in 196263, who facilitated my work in
several ﬁm%m- . «
Various expatiates working in Greece in 1962+63 helped with their

time and experience; without them my faltering steps would have been even

more difficult. I wish to thank them all, especially Dr, D, J. Burdon, then
with FehAiOsy Brigadier E.J.Snowball, military wgw%ww_ and Professor K. Thompson,
of the University of California but seconded to the Centre of Zconomic Research.

In britain, I wish to thank my colleagues at Durham and Southampton

for bearing my Maniat fascination with indulgence and kindness. Special
mention should be made of wwommmmg JeHsBird, who supervised my work at
Southempton, Miss C. Delano Smith, {now at Nottinghem university), Dr. V. B,
»mu.eﬁmweow {now at St. Andrews) and Dre Ds A. Pinder (Southampton) who between
them have suffered most, but kindly discussed various aspects of ny 33&@»

and gave much practicel assistences I am also grateful to Professor 5. A.
Robertson, a Southampton mathematicisn, for clarification of “catastrophe :
theory's In addition, I owe a great desl g the patience of Mr. A+ S. Burn

and the Southempton Cartographic Unit, for tney produced the meps and diagrams
from my roughs, as well as to Mrs, Margavet Gamble for her care in producing

the text.

Finally, it is a great pleasure to acknowledge my debt to my wife,

who accompanied me on my first stay in the Mshi, and to the Manists themselves,
especially the people of ﬁ.\wwwgn emongst whom we lived so happily, But for
the friendship and hospitelity shown by the Maniats, my work could secarcely
have begun, let alone have reached its present states The many-sided debt

to my wife is incalculable. |

Sweytnling
St. Niken the Penitent

o as7n
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1.

; The majority of settlements in Greece today ls found in the difficult
z::é,:‘tﬁ of the countyy, the mountains end islendse The seme districts have been
losing population since at least the 1%%:%&@@ - in the case of
congested districts Like the Meni {Pelopinnisos), dopopulation began earlier
in éhs eenturye Hore than 70 per ceni of the Greek populetion in 1961 lived
at elevations below 200 metres, thet is generslly speaking in the mainlend
gslaiaﬁ.z This chenge in populstion distribution is a complex phencmenons

It results partly from the destruction of settlements and the relocation of
people whieh took plece in the fivet half of the twentieth ventury, especially
during the peried 1941-50 when Greece was occupied by the Axis powers and
Bulgeria and then becane embroiled in a bither civil m&*ﬁ Change is

partly expleined by the ssitling of refugees on the plains of northern

Greece between 1922 and 3;926%& following the failure of “Greece's Anatolisn
‘%‘am:m‘aﬁf and it is also related to the phenomensl growbh of Athens, itself
sbinulated by the influx of mﬁzgms.é However, changes in socliowsconomic
conditions, indtiated with the first phage of independence achieved by 1830,
have been of bvasic importence. They have made the m:z}.*aivaw& plains and the
loviend towns, especially Grester Athers, very atirective to the mountaineers
and islenders. Tholir living stendards at home have steadily declined and
become unacceptably low as the combined result of such developments as

ing up of winter

industrialisation, local population pressure and the plough
grazing in the lowland., Helative security and independence are no lohger
countervaeiling benefits in conditions of reletive internal peace and
comprehensive administration from the cenire. Accordingly, depopuletion has
produced meny shrupnken snd deserted ae%ﬂemm%.?

These relicts ave s%ill part of the total patiern of seltlements

which has its present form not so much because of the very

iﬁ Mﬁm Crong &



3.

large proportions of the country composed of mountains and i;sﬁ}i.anéf,mt as
a result of deliberate movements of lowland population sceking reﬂzgaag Iin
a:a%siqui@g most settlements in Greece were found fringing the lowlands The
arcas of the modern plains often appear to have been empty of ceccupaticn, an
apparently remarkable position im view of their agricultural potential today,
but one which may now be explained by their recent origin or modification as
the result of alluviation during medieval ﬁims;g The peripheral but largely
lowland distribution of settlements is believed to have contimued, without
serious modification on the xaation&l scale, down to the second helf of the
fourteenth century. As elsewhere in the Halkans after 132;&%,?&&:13?& xaiés
and the final Ottoman conquest of Greece were attended by devastation and
slaughter which induced the surviving people to flee into less accessible
districts, particularly the meumaias’m One of the most important of the
refuge districts is said to have been the mountainous and almost waterless
peninsula of the Megni in the southern Pelﬁﬂiaﬁsall It is further argued
that here end in similar regions immigration led to some expansion of
exigbing villages and the foundation of many new settlements in previously
unoceupied territory, as the pecple were prevented from returning to the
lowland by what are usvally represented as the ’amelﬁiea and capricious
policies of an alien govermments The corollary of settlement foundation would
be changes in settlement patterns in the retreat distriets.

iost studies of Greek settlement to date have ignored the questions
raised by this femiliar avgument: vwhether desertion of the lowlands actually
took place, when, where, for what reasons, and the effects which the refugee
foundations had on existing settlement patterns, particularly in '%he retreat
areass A study by Ant@niaﬁis»ﬁiisicm; seems to be the only one so far published
with some bearing on these questions. 12 Its methodology end conclusions are
questionable, but it serves to highlight one aspect of the geﬁeral y;@ebleaz.

The author agrees that the period of the Turkish conquest in tha fmifbeea‘%h

x

Over 60 per cent of mainland Greece is mountainous and islands eémpem about
19 per cent of the total area of the country.
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5.
of their associations with particular types of terrain, height zones and
water supplye 17 The geoﬁzetry of settlement patterns, however, has not been
investigated, partly because this is a comparatively new development within
the study of settlement geographys 18 Although Kix;stenl described changes in
the distribution of settlements in Central Greece and Atticar’ little has been
done to trace the longeterm evolution of settlement patterns elsewhere in -
the country, despite its menifsst importance to the understanding of the
alleged retreat phase in the history of population and settlement in the

countryes The present study attempts to remedy the situation on a small scales

The Investigation

The study outlined in the following pages has traced the development
of settlement patterns in the Ma‘ni, one of the major retreat f?egions of Greece.

0y -
It&smo establish what actually happened in the settlement history of the

i
-~

peninsula from the initial occupation before 3000 B. Ce down to about A.D.1830.
The period is sufficiently long for ;:he development of the retreat process

to be discerned, 1f it emste&, and it is concluded by an event which may
mark the beginning;fn'mgé ebt tide, the period when people began to

settle in the lowlands agpin. Scattered revolts, which coalesced into

the War of Independence during 1821, removed the Turkish owners of large
lowland estates from which the mountain communities had often rented land,
The few Turkish farmers and tenants were also driven out. Squattersrights

and then formal legal titles were easily established during and immediately

after the war. It was under these conditions that old k@.ﬂ.yva‘..y-:»»*v':iZ!.Ilag*ssx

on the margins of the lowland and out towards the centres of the plains
first became permanently occupied, a process already complete in some
parts of the Pelopdnnisos by the end of the nineteenth century and

initiating the slow death of many upland cormnunitiesﬁg

% Kalyvia are literally "huts", and clusters of these temporary structures
were used by people whose permanent home was in the mountains or some
distant place when they were wintering their animals or engaged in ferming,
They were usually named after their parent village.



Although the Mani's customs, social orgsnisation and veputation
for fierce resistaziee to the Turks have generated a iarga literature,
embracing the major Eurcpesn languages as well as Greesk, 21 the region's
settlements have not been systematically imes‘ﬁigaté&g A few geographers
have commented on the remarkeble number of settlements (about 225)
concentrated into an area of 493 kumse 2 The settlements are generally
very small, often consisting of fewer than 10 geunt, twoestorey houses,
whilst the population of the average olkismcs in 1961 was about 135,
one of the lowest in Greeeegaj The domination of many settlements by
towers {Froutispiece} has occasioned much comment, and Peuermann even
recognised the Nehrsiedlung ("War" or "Defensive Settlement") as a
settlement type unigue to the %%a'ni,za though, in fact, towerless settle-
ments were also found in the region during the early nineteenth century,
as well as today.

v As a region within which fo examine the retreat process, the

| century, several writers have quite specificelly associated the region with

25

the retreat of population, particularly from neighbouring parts of the
Falepénnises and eﬁ: the time of the Turkish conquest virtually completed

| about 1460, The second adventage is that many features of the present

settlements ave relicts from a past agss The characteristic towersmy for

example, wers asgociated with a stratified society which wenlt into decline

in the period 185{2»:@{3 i‘ellawing, the achievement of Greek independence and
}{\,Qﬂ? L z »» i

the slem?integmtian of the Mani into the new kingdom. The region was

one of the first on the Greek mainland to experience depgpulation and

-

x A lower order adwinistrative unit, a subdivision of & kinotis {commune)

B

Mdni has two mein advantages, The first is that, since the early seventeenth

/

or démos ("urbanised area")s The study region is divided into 150 aikismi.



the continuing loss of pecple (Fig 2). has left ‘%ehiaﬁ settlements |
adapted to a relatively high density of pﬁpuiatian {average of 6?.9/2:33:'
at the pesk in 1907 compered with a national average of 41e7/kmi };6 |
Accordingly, examination of the gettlement pattern eﬁgh‘& to revaasl
something ‘ef past conditions in a more direct way than might be possible
elsevwhere in the country. However, the region"s relative r&ma*tmﬁés;a has
meant tha# the available spurcematerial is relatively poors Sources are
dlscussed and evaluated in the next c:ha;&terg Chapter 3 outlines the
methodologies developed to ruse these materials in the reconstruction of
settlement patterns and the tracing of developments through time. A
deseription of the region is postponed until Chapter 4 since it links
directly with the results of the main investigation reported in Chepters 5

to 8.

To
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CHAPTER 2 3 SOURCE MATERIAL

Introduction 1 {W«cﬁ»f’s‘

Developments in setilement patterns must be traced by historical
inguirye Success is dependent upon, first, the availability of information
sbout the setilements in existence at zaartiauiér steges in time and, secondly,
upon being sble to locate the settlements as accurately as possible upon meps
of a scale suiteble for worthwhile spatisl analysis.. $iaas5.a work in settlement
geagr@hy, such as that of iﬁemangean; emphesised é:he iﬁé‘lumcss exerted by social
and economic conditiona mz. settlement pa.ttems;l This opinion has not been
overturned by more recent research and theorising., Thus, ’azay sebtlement ma:y‘ be
viewed as the centre of an sconomic enterprise, or group of enterprises, and the
form of the sconomy may have conditioned the distritution of settlenents in g
reglon and, to some extent, their éei;éileﬁ siting, Similarly, social organisation
may find expression in the spatial srrangements of settlements and will certainly *i
be influenced by thei§ ;atu;:mfﬂék;mégas in socio-gconomic structuves uight be
expected to have repercussions on the geometry of sebttlement palterns and on the
precise location of mé‘,wzﬁa.zal settlements, These ‘hmisﬁie congiderations
directed vesearch towards the recovery of Iéfit;qrical information which would 2
allow the reconstruction of s«::ei@—vaczminii conditions,as well as the recreation ‘

of succesaive settlement patterns in the ey

Sources for Reconstructing Settlement Patterns in the Vdni

Farly Nineteenth Cenbury

The most reliasble source of settlement information was produced
immediately after the Greek War of Iandependences It consists of a topographical
mep of the Morea (Pelopomnisos) published on a scale of 1:200,000 and a population

emmeration of the pmﬁme;z Both were the work of the Co
de Yorée and its team of geographicel engineers and surveyors sent to join the
French sxpeditionary force in the Morea in 1829 with the responsibility for

producing e study comparable with the monumental Deseription de 1*%.5%6

map isof first importance to the present study. HNot only 4id it mark and neme
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Figure 5: Part of Barbié du Bocage's Map of the Morea
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